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SELEC,,T COMMJTTEE apppointed on the 21st day of August, 1901, to consider 
and report .upon " The North Mount Lyell Mining and Railway Bill, 1901," 
(Private). 

MEMBERS . OF THE COMMITTEE. 

MR, MINISTER OF L.&.NDS A.ND WORKS. 
MR, GAFFNEY. 

MR, W. H. T. BROWN, 
MR, p A. TTERSON. 

MR. HALL. 
MR, SADLER, 

M:a. URQUHART, (Mover,) 

D.A YS OF MEETING. 

Werlne~day, 'August 28; 'fhursday, August 29; Friday, August 30; Wednesday, September 4; Thursday, 
September· 5; Wednesday, September 11; Thursday, September 12; Friday, September 18; Wednesday, 
September 18 ; Friday, September 20; Friday, September 27. 

WITNESSES EXAMINED. 

Mr. Lamartine Cavaignac Trent, General Manager of the North Mount Lyell Copper Company, Limited; Mr. 
John Frederick Anderson, a Director of the North Mount Lyell Copper Company, Limited; Mr. Robert Carl 
Sticht, General Manager of the Mount Lyell Mining Company; Mr. John Macneill M'Cormick, Engineer-in­
Chiet; Tasmania; Mr. Edward Albert Counsel, Surveyor-General; Mr. William Henry Wallace, Secretary for 
Mines. 

REPORT. 
Y ouR Committee, having taken evidence in support of the allegations contained in the Preamble 
of the· Bill, have the honour to report that the said Preamble has been proved to their satisfaction, 
subject to certain amendments, which the Committee recommend. 

Your Committee, having agreed that the ,Preamble, as amended, should. stand part 0£ the 
Bill, then entered into consideration 0£ the several Cl!l,uses, and have the honour to recommend 
certain further amendments and additions. 

Your Committee have now the honour 0£ submitting the Bill, with the amendments and 
additions, to the favourable consideration 0£ your Honourable House. 

D. C, URQUHART? Chairmq,n, 
Committee Room, House of Assembly, 

27th September, 1901, · 
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MINUTES OF P R O C E E D I N G S. 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 281 1901. 

The Committee met at 11 o'clock. 
JWemhers present.-Mr. Urquhart, Mr. Hall, Mr. W. H. T. Brown, Mr. Gaffney, Mr. Patterson, and Mr. 

Minister of Lands and vVorks. 
The Clerk read the Order of the Honse apj)Ointing the Committee. 
l\ir. Urquhart was appointetl·Chairman. 
l'he Committee deliberated. 
The Chairman laid upon the Table the Petition praying for leavP. to bring in the Bill. (Appendix A.) 
Resolved, That Mr. Frank Morton be Shorthand Writer to the Committee (Mr. Patterson). 
The Chairman read a letter, dated 22nd August, 1901, from Messrs. Butler, M'lntyre, and Butle1·, requesting to 

be heard before the Committee, against the Bill, on behalf of the Mount Lyell Company. (Appendix B.) 
Ordered, That Messrs. Butler, McIntyre, and Butler be directed to present a Petition to the House of Assembly, 

praying for leave to be heard before the Committee, against the Bill (Mr. Hall). 
Orde,.ed, That the Petitioners for the Bill be heard by counsel. 
Mr. M. D. Simmons accordingly appeared, and addressed the Committee on behalf of the North Mor,nt Lyell 

Copper Company, Limited. 
Mr. Simmons concluded his address. 
Ordered, That Captain Anderson and Mr. L. C. 'rrent be summoned to give evidence at 11 o'clock to-morrow, 
At 1 o'clock the Committee adjourned till 11 o'clock to-morrow. 

THURSDAY, AUGU8T 29, 1901. 
The Committee met at 11 o'clock. 
Membe1's p1'esent.-Mr. Hall, Mr. Patterson, Mr. W. H. 'r. Brown, M1·. Gaffney, Mr. Sadler, and Mr. Minister 

of Lands and vVorks. 
In the temporary absence of the Chairman, Mr. Mulcahy took the Chair. 
The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. · 
Mr. Urquhart took the Chair. 
'Phe Chairman laid upon the Table the Petition of the Mount Lyell Mining and Railway Company, Limited, 

against the Bill referred to the Committee by the House of Assembly. (Appendix C.) 
Rrsol,,ed, That counsel be permitted to be present, and be heard on behalf of the Petitioners against the Bill 

(Mr. W. H. T. Brown). 
Mr. R. E. Macnaghten, instructed by Messrs. Butler, McIntyre, and Butler, appeared befor\l the Committee on 

behalf of the Mount Lyell Company, Petitioners against the Bill. 
Mr. Lamartine Cavaignac Trent, General Manager of the North Mount Lyell Copper Company, was called and 

e:x1tmined. 
Mr. Trent put in the following Papers:-

1. Tracing showing smelters area applied for by the North Mount Lyell Copper Company, Limited, wit~ 
position of branch railway. 

2. Diagram, from actual survey, County of Franklin, vicinity of Kelly Basin. 
At 1 o'clock. the Committee adjourned till 2·30 tliis afternoon. 
The Committee met again at 2·30 o'clock. _ 
MemhP1'S present.-Mr. Urquhart (Chairman), Mr. Hall, Mr. Gaffney, J\fr. Minister .of Lands and Works, Mr 

W. H. T. Brown, and Mr. Sadler. 
The examination of Mr. Trent was continued. 
The examination of Mr. Trent was concluded. 
Mr. John Frederick Anderson, a Director of the North Mount Lyell Copper Company, was callecl and examined. 
At 3·50 o'clock the Committee adjourned till 11 o'clock to-morrow_. 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 30, 1901. 
The Committee met at 11 o'clock. 
JWemhers present.-Mr. Urquhart (Chairman), Mr. Hall, and Mr. Sadler. 
The examination of Mr. Anderson was continued. 
Mr. Patterson and Mr. G-affney took their seats. 
The examination of Mr. Anderson was concluded. 
rhe Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. 
Ordei·ed, That the following witnesse3 be summoned to give evidence before the Committee on Wednesday; 4th 

Aug·ust, Mr. Robert C. Sticht, General Manager, Mount £yell Mining Company, for 11 o'clock; Mr. J .. M. 
M'Cormick, Engineer-in-Chief. and Mr. E. A. Counsel, Surveyor-General, for 12 o'clock. 

At ll·50 the. Committee adjourned till 11 o'clock on ·wednesday, 4th September. 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 1901. 

The Committee met at 11 o'clock. _ 
Memhe1's pre.sent.-Mr. Urquhart (Chairman), Mr. Hall, Mr. Sadler, and .\ir. Gaffney. 
The Minutes of the last Meeting- were read and confirmed. . 
The Chairman laid upon the Table the Petition presented to the House from Mr. Amb·rose Alfred Winch, of 

Queenstown, Tasmania, against the Biil, and referred to the Select Committee. (Appendix D.) 
01'dered, Thttt a telegram he sent to Mr. Winch, informing him _that if he wished to be heard against the Bill, 

pis proper course would be to appear and be hearq. before tl1e Co11Jm1ttee, (Mr, Sq,d_ler) ·, · 
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'fhe Minister of Lands and Mr. Brown took their seats . 
.Mr. Robert Carl Sticht, General Manager of the Mount Lyell Mining Company, was called and examined. 
Mr. Patterson took his seat. 
Mr. John Macneill M'Cormick, Engineer-in-Chiet; '1'11srna11ia, was called and examined. 
The examination of Mr. M'Cormick was concluded. 
At 1 o'clock the Committee adjourned till 11 o'clock to-morrow. 

I• 

. . THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 1901. 
The Committee met at 11 o'clock. · 
Members present.-Mr. Urquhart (Chairnm11), Mr. Hall, Mr. Gaffney, Mr. Brown, and Mr. Sadler. 
The Minutes of the last Meeting were read anrl confirmed. 
The Minister of Lands and ·works took his seat. 
Edward Albert Counsel, Surveyor-General of' Tasmauia, was called and examined. 
The examination of Mr. Counsel was co11cluded. . 
Mr. William Henry Wallace, Secretary fo1; Mines for Tasmania, was called and examined. 
Mr. Wallace withdrew. 
At 12·40 o'clock the Committee adjourned till 11 o'clock on Wednesdn.y next. 

) 

_ 'Y°EDNESDAY, SEP'rEMBER 11, 1901. 
The Committee met·at 11 o'clock. · 
Members present-Mr. Urquhart (Chairman), Mr. Hall, Mr. Brown, and Mr. Sadler. 
The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. , 
The Chairman read a letter from Mr. E. A. Counsel, Surveyor-General, requesting the Committee to insert a 

certain amendment in his evidence. (Appendix E.) · 
The Minister of Lands and Works took his seat. 
The Committee considered certain amendments made by witnesses to their evidence, which were allowed. 
The Chairman laid upon the Table the following Petitions against the Bill presented to the House, and referred 

to the Select Committee :- · .. 
I. From certain (77) residents of the Electoral District of Lyell, in the State of Tasmania. (Appendix F.) 
2. From the King Jukes Copper and Gold Prospecting Association, No Liability. (Appendix G.) 
3. From the Prince Darwin Copper Company, No Liability. (Appeudix H.) 

Mr. Ambrose Alfred Winch. Solicitor, iippeared before the Committee on behalf of the Petitioners against the 
Bill, set forth in Appendices D, F G, and H. 

The examination of Mr. W. H. Wallace was continued. 
The examination of Mr. Wallace was concluded. 
Mr. R. E. Macnaghten addressed the Committee, against ~he Bill, on behalt of' the Mount Lyell Mining 

Company. . · . 
At 1 _o'clock the Committee adjourned till 3 o'clock this afternoon. 
The Committee met again at 3 o'clock. · 
,l:fembers present.-Mr. Urquhart (Uhairman), Mr. Hall, Mr. Sailler, Mr. Brown, and Mr. Minister of' Lands 

and Works. .. 
Mr. Macnaghten resumed his address . 
.Mr. Macnaghten concluded his address. 
At 3·50 the Committee adj·onrned till 11 o'clock to-morrow. 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 12; 1901. 

The Committee met at 11 o'clock. 
11iembers present.-Mr. Urquhart (Chairman), Mr. Sadler, Mr. Browu, and Mr. Hall. 
The Minutes of the last Meeting were read· and confirmed. 
The Minister of Lands and Works took his seat. 
Mr. Ambrose Alfred Winch, Solicitor, of Queen_stown, Tiismania, addre~sed the Committee, against the Bill, on 

behalf of the Petitioners set forth in Appendices D, F, G, ancl H. 
Mr. Patterson and Mr. Gaffney took their seats. , 
At 12·52 the Committee adjourned till 3 o'clock this afternoon. 
The Committee met again at 3 o'clock. 
lliembers pi·esent.-Mr. Urquhart (Chairman), Mr. Hall, Mr. Brown, and Mr. Gaffney. 
·Mr.Winch· resumed his address. 
l\fr. Winch concluded his address. . 
At 3·50 o'clo_ck the Comrnittee adjourned till 11 o'clock t"o-morrow. 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 1901. 

The Committee met at 11 o'clock. 
Members p1·esent.-Mr. Urquhart (Chairman), Mr. Hall, Mr. Brown, ~ml Mr. Gaffney. 
The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. . • 
Mr. M. W. Simmons, counsel for the North Mount Lyell Copper Company, Limited, addressed the Com-

mittee on behalf oft he Bill, in reply to the addresses of counsel against the Bill. 
Mr. Patterson took his seat. · 
Mr. Simmons concluded liis address. 
At 12·20 the Colllmittee adJourned till 11 o:clock on Wednesday- nel(t,. 
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WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 181 1901. 

The Committee met at 11 o'clock. 
Members present.-Mr. Urquhart (Chairman), Mr. Hall, Mr. Sadler, Mr. W. H. T. Bro\\n1 and Mr. Minister 

of Lands and ·w arks. - , 
The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. 
'fhe Committee considered the Prearn hie of the Bill :~ 
Amendments made (Mr. Minister ot Lands and Works):-

Page 1, line 6, after "it," by striking out" being," and inserting "is." 
Same line, after "desirable to," by striking out " offor further· inducements to the North .M aunt Lyell 

Copper Company, Limited, to expend capital to further the development of the •nining properties in the 
vicinity of Mount Lyell, Mount Darwin, and Mount Jukes, and to." 

Resolved, That the Preamble, us amended, be found ·proved. ( Mr. Minister of Lands and Works). 
Mr. Gaffney took his seat. 
Clause 1 postponed. 
Clause 2 agreed to. 
Clause 3 postponed. 
Clause 4; Amendments made (Mr. Minister of Lands aml Works) :- , · 

Page 2, line 18, after "as the,': by striking out" Miuistcr," ancl_insert.ing "Governor-in-Couucil," 
Page 2, line 19, after "approve," by striking out to end of cluuse. 

Clause, as amended, agreed to. 
Clauses 5 and 6 postponed. 
Clauses 7 and 8 agreed to. 
Clause 9 read. 
At 11 ·45 the· Committee adjourned till half~past 12. 
'fhe Committee met again at halt~past 12. 
Members pi·esent.--Mr. Urquhart (Chairman), Mr. Hall,•Mr. W. H. 'l'. Brown, Mr. Sadler, Mr~ Gaffoey, and 

Mr. Minister of Lands and Works. 
Clause 9 further considered. · 
Amendments made (Mr. :iVTinister of Lands and Works) :-

Page 3, line 35, after "time," by inserting "after the passing of this Act." 
Page 3, line 37, 1:1Jter "description," by inserting "shall be." 
Page 3, line 38, after "Act," by inserting "which." 
Page 3, line 46, after "Arbitrators," by inserting "Provided that such notice shall be given within Two 

months after such fixing, alteration, or amendment as aforesaid." 
Clause, as amended, agreed to. 
Clause 10 agreed to. 
Clause 11. 
Amendment made (Mr. Minister of Lands and Works):-

Page 4, line 33, after "to time," by inserting '' now," 
Clause, as amended, agreed to. 
Clause 12. 
Amendments made (Mr. Minister of Lands and Works):-

Page 4, line 40, after "term of/" by striking out "Forty," and inserting "'l'hirty." 
Page 4, line 42, after "hereto,' by striking_ out to end of clause. 

Clause 12, as amended, agreed to. 
Clause 13. 
Amendments made (Mr. Minister of Lands and Workti) :-

Page 5, line 4, after "containing," by striking out "eight," and inserting "seven." 
Same line, after "hundred," by inserting "and twenty." 

Clause, as amended, agreed to. 
Clauses 14 and 15 agreed to. 
Clause 16 disagreed to. 
Clause 17. 
Amendments made (Mr. Minister of Lands and Works) 

Page 5, line 36, after "rent," 1:y striking out " not exceeding double the. rent previously paid for the lai1d 
thereby leased." 

Page 5, line 38, after "impose," by adding '' under any Mining Act then in force." 
Clause, as amended, agreed to. - · 
At 1·10 the Committee adjourned. 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 1901. 

The Committee met at 11 o'clock. 
Members present.-Mr. Urquhart (Clmirnmn), Mr. Hall, Mr. Brown, Mr, Gaffhey, and Mr. Patterson.· 
The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. 
The Committee deliberated. 
At ll·20 the Committee adjourned sine die . 

. FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 1901-. 

The Committee met at half~past 2 o'clock. 
1v.Iembers p1·esent.-Mr. Urquha,rt (Chairman), Mr. Brown, Mr. Gaffhey, Mr. Patterso11, aud Mr. Minister 

of Lands and Works. 
The Committee further considered the Clauses of the Bill. 
Clauses 18 to 20 agreed to. 
Clause 21. 1 

Amendment made, page 6,Jine 19, after '' of;" by striking out to encl of Clause, and adding " a period of Tnirty 
years from the date of the passing of this Act," . . 

Clause, as amended, agreed to. 
Clauses 22 to 32 disagreed to. 
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Clause 33. . 
Amendments made (Mr. Minister of Lands and ·Works):-

Page s, line 43, before "it," by inserting "The last proviso of Section Thirty-seven ot the said Act is hereby 
repealed, and the following shall be read and co11strued as the last proviso of the said Section." 

Same line, after " Company," by inserting "subject to the approval of the Governor-in-Council." 
Page s, line 50, after "by," by inserting" this." · 
Same line, after "Section," by striking out '' Thirty-seven of the said Act." 

Clause, as amended, agreed to. 
Clause 34 agreod to. 
Clause 35 . 
.Amendments made (Mr. Minister of Lands and Works):-

Page 9, line 17, after" Company," by striking out "from the said areas and." 
Page 9, line 18, after "any," by striking out" other." 
Page 9, line 231 after" Company," by adding" and it shall be lawful for the Minister from time to time, to 

set aside a,reas of Crown Land for the exclusive use of the Company." · 
Clause, as amended, agreed to. 
Clauses 36 and 37 agreed to. 
Schedules (1.) to (3.) agreed to. 
Postponed Clause 3. 
Amendmer.ts made (Mr. Minister of Lands and Works :- · 
Page 2, line 9, after "construct," by inserting "any branches, extensions, or." 
Sarne line, after "lines," by inserting" authorised by the said Act, or this Act." 
Same line, after "grade," by striking out "that shall," and inserting " or. curve, provided such branches, 

extensions, or ttamlines." 
Page 2, line 19, after "of;" by inserting "the." 
Same line, after '' same," by adding "Provided- also that the suitability of the machinery be subject to the 

approval of the Engineer-in-Chiet:" 
Clause, as amended, agreed to. 
Postponed Clause 5. 
Amendment made (Mr. Minister of Lands and Works), pa~e 2, line 27, atl;er "Minister," by adding "and 

also to make the •rown of Gormanston a terminus for any branchhne or extension now or hereafter to be constructed 
by the Company.': 

Clause, as amended; agreed to. 
Postponed Clause ti. 
Amendment made (Mr. Minister of Lands and Works), page 2, line 33, atl:er "sidings," by adding" Provided 

always that the Company shall not be at liberty to construct any branch, extension, or tramline under the powers 
conferred by this Section or the preceding Section to any point distant more than five miles from the railway, 
unless such branch, extension or tramline, has been sanctioned by a resolution of both Houses of Parliament. 

"Provided also that, before any such resolution is proposed, at least fourteen days' notice of motion be given in 
the House in which it is first introduced, and that previously an advertisement of intention to move the same shall 
have been published once a week, for two consecutive weeks, in u public newspaper published in Hobart and Lauu­
ceston, and in a· public newspaper published in or uearest to the district affected by the proposed branch, extension, 
or tramline, and that an interval"of Seven days shall elapse between the passing of-the resolution in oue House and 
its confirmation in the other.. 

· " Provided further that, before application is made to the Minister to approve a route for any branch or exten­
sion under the preceding Section to a point distant not more than five miles from the railway, notice of the intention 
of the Company to make such application shall be advertised once in a public newspaper published in Hobart and 
Launceston, and twice in a public newspaper published in or nearest to the district affected by the proposed branch 
or extension." ' . 

Clause, as amended, agreed to. 
Clause 21 reconsidered 
Amendment made (Mr Minister of Lands and W arks), page 6, line 22,· after "Act" by adding " And for the pur­

poses of sections Seventy, Seventy-one, Seventy-two, Seventy-three, Seventy-four, Seventy-five, and Seventy-six ot 
the said Act and of this• Section of this Act, the expression 'the said Railway 'shall inclucie all branches, extensions, 
and tramlines constructed by the Company under the authority of the said Act or this Act. Provided the construc­
tion of such branche~, extensions, or tramlines have been first approved by resolution of both Houses of Parliament." 

Clause, as farther amended, agreed to. 
Clause 35 reconsidered. . 
Amendment made (Mr. Minister of Lands and Works), page 9, line 9, by striking out "The Company shall 

have the right to an exclusive, permanent reservation durin&' the period of any special Leases and renewals 
there9f granted by the Minister to the Company under this Act of all timber in the areas of Crown Lands 
which were reserved for timber required by the Uompany in the construction of the Railway. But this Section 
shall give the Company no other right over the said areas of Crown Lands except a licence to cut and remove 
timber." , • · 

Cla1,1se, as farther. amended, agreed to. 
Draft Report brought up and agreed to. 
The Committee adjourned sine die. 
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E VI DENO E. 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 29, 1901. 

MR. M. W. Simmons (instructed by Messrs. Simmons, Crisp, and Simmons) appeared for 
the North Mount Lyell Copper Company, Limited ; and Mr. R. E. Macnaghten (instructed by 
Messrs. Butler, M'lntyre, and Butler) for the Mount Lyell Mining and Railway· Company, 
Limited, to object to certain clauses of the Bill. 

L. C. TRENT, called and examined. 

1. By Mr. Simmons.-What is your full name, Mr. Trent? 
·Trent. 

Lamartine Cavaignac 

2. What are you, Mr. Trent? I am a mining and metallurgical enginee1·. 

3. And you are at present-? I am General Manager in Tasmania for· the North M,mnt 
Lyell Coppe1· Company, Limited. 

4. And you are resident at Kelly Basin? At Kelly Basin-yes, sir. 

5. 0 n the West Coast? Yes. 

6. Will you describe to the Committee the work already carried out by the company? 
W All, we have at Kelly Basin-first, a jetty about 400 feet long-, that extends into the bay for 
the purposes of a wharf. Then we have a11<>ther wharf at Kelly Ba.sin-a sub;;tantia.l anJ well­
l)uilt wharf for the reception of goods; and, in addition, ·a pier that is also sub;;tantially built, 
and having three pairs of rails on it for rail road traffic. We have a rnilroad from Kelly Basin 
.to Linda (three-and-a-half feet gaug·e) a <listance of twenty-eight miles-a railroad substa,ntially 
built, under the conditions of the Act that allowed us to build it; and it is equipped -with the 
very best quality rolling-stock we can purchase, and an ample supply of it for conducting a 
railway business g·enerally, and also fol" carrying our own goods and ores. In addition to that, 
we have a branch line completed to Gormanston, a distance _of about two miles. That line lrns 
necessitated extl"emely heavy works; so much so, that, up to the present, the cost of the line has 
exceeded £2.5,000. 

7. That is, this branch line alone? The braucb line alone, yes. In addition, we have 
extending two and a quarter miles from OLtr main line, a branch line to our smelting works-a 
three-a11d-a-ha!f~foot gauge liue substantially built. VVe have a well-eqnipped passeng·er station 
at Kelly Basin, thorougl1ly well built and furnished, and a locomotive-shed that will hold four 
locomotives. We have a large goods-shed-that is a permanent well-constructed goods-shed­
and we have a saw-mill and brick works, with the nece~sary sidings c,mnecting with the railway. 
and the necessary machinery for cutting and manufacturing timber, and also two large carpenter's 
shops equipped with machinery for sawing· and cutting and planing·; that is all at Kelly Basin. 
And we have at the mine a tramway, something over a mile long, upou which a locomotive oper­
ates to carry the ores we are now taking· from the mine to the aerial tramway in connection with 
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the railway. In addition to this we have an aerial tramway extending from the railway to Linda.· 
Valley, a distance of about a- mile-I am not quite sure of its length. This aerial tramway alone· 
has cost us in the neighbourhood of £20,000. All these works are completed and in successful 
operation. We have very extensive ore-bins on the line of the tramway from the mine, and also at 
the lower end of the aerial tramway, which are substantially, well, and permanently built. At the­
mine we have a number of roads and tunnels, a quantity of machinery for operating the mine, and 
very extensive underground workings which extend from the top of the mountain down to what i1 1 

known as our No. 2 tunnel. We have also a small tramway for bringing ores from our lower· 
tunnel up to the level of our main tramway that 1 have described, and this small tramway is 
operated by steam. 

8. And you are also proposing to carry out certain additional works, Mr. Trent? Yes; but I 
had not finished. We are also constructing a smelting works, for smelting our ores, and refining 
our copper. This is about five miles from Kelly Basin, near to the proposed town of Crotty. I 
have.already described the branch line that we have got into these works. We have, up to the 
present time, spent between £40,000 and £50,000 in the construction of these works; and they 
are still unde1· construction. In the main smelting works we are constructing four reverberatory 
furnaces, that are fol'ty feet long, and sixteen feet wide,·for smelting the ore; and we have converters­
a modification of what is known as the Bessemer converter-for taking the matte as produced in 
these furnaces I have described, and refining it to metallic coppe1· by one operation. The works 
are being made large enough, and the ground is laid out with a view of adding four more furnaces. 
'l'hese works are well under way, and one of the furnaces is practically completed. The second 
one will be completed in a period not to exceed six weeks; and the others in about the same time 
afterwards, in rotation. The building is a substantially-built building, at present 225 feet long. It 
is built upon concrete foundations and has all the machinery in it. It is equipped with an overhead 
travelling crane that will cost us, when put into operation, at least £4000 - the era ne alone. The· 
crane is for the purposes of carrying the ore to the furnaces, and carrying the molten matte to the 
Bessemer converters. We are introducing· converters that are new to this part of the world, although 
they are in use in some other countries. The ores are simply ·smelted once, and the matte is 
refined into metallic copper in one heating by one operation, as is done in no other part of 
Australia at the present time. The works are very modern, and built substantially as far as 
they are constructed ; and we are canying on construction as rapidly as possible, sometimes 
working· at night, when the weather permits. 'l'his smelting building I have described is well 
under way ; a great deal of the machinery is already there; and of the remainder, most of it 
from factories in the United States and in England, is shipped, and a· great deal is being manu­
factured in Tasmauia from our own drawings. In additiou to this we have large crushing 
works. All the ores aud fluxes, and auy material at all for the furnaces, is received into 
these works, where it is crushed and sampled, and automatically delivered into one of a number of 
ore-bins that are connected with the works. l::lo that this forms a crushing· and storag·e house, 
aud the ore the company smelts and crushes is ready, aud is taken out of these bins as required 
for the smelting operations. This is a substantial building also, and will cost us in the neig·h­
bour hood of £20,000 to complete. It is partly constructed, and all the machinery is on the ground 
to equip it, and it is being completed as rapidly as possible. _I do not recollect the di1nension~ of· 
it now; but it is a very larg·e and substantial building. We have also constructed an engineering· 
shop, a hundred feet by t:eventy feet. In it we have got the most modern tools for the equip­
ment of an engineering shop already in place, and in ope1·ation ; and thii building alone, with 
its tools aud equipment, will cost us in the neighbourhood of £5000. In addition to that we have 
a carpenter's shop and wood-working shop, also equipped with modern tools for manufacturing 
such things as ore-trucks, and coaches, and carts, and anything that we require, and for preparing 
the material we use in constructing our buildings. Tbat building is a hundred feet by fifty feet. 
All the machinery is on hantl or complete, an<l ready for erection ; the building is completed. 
VVe have, in addition to that, a large laboratory, containing eight rooms, all constrncted, aud 
being pla&tered at the present. time, and we expect it to be ready for occupation almost im­
me<liately, eq nipped with all modern applian('es for a first-cla11s chemical laboratory and experi­
mental institutiou for experimenting the ores. We have a temporary office building· that is 75 
feet long, and containing, at the present time, 15 rooms already constrncted. That is in use 
for our drafting offices, engineering· offices, and, also, for housing some of the staff who live on 
the ground. We have a large warehouse erected for storing and sheltering our goods. All 
these buildings are of a strong and permanent character. In addilion to thtl.t, we are 
preparing· the ground, and expect to commence excavating next week for a large concentrat­
ing mill for taking low-grade ores and concentrating them before they are sent on 
to the smelting-works. These various works will be of a very comprehensive 
character, and will have facilities to deal with almost any of the ores of the district. 
We have commenced these concentrating works, and they are to he built as rapidly as 

. possible. All the machinery is ordered ; some of it is to be manufactured in Tasmania, some· 
in Eng·land, and some in the United States; and we expect that to arrive here very shortly. We 
are also constructing a boiler-house, which will be large enough to accommodate 800 horse-power 
in steam boilers. We have purchased, and have on the ground nearly erected, 600 horse--



(No. 50.) 

5 

powe1· in steam boilers; and this building is well under way, ·and will be completed within the· 
next two weeks. We are also com;tructing· a larg·e power house to contain ·om· · engines an&· 
electric apparatus. The engines will be of 700 horse-power, and, in addition, we will have a 
large hlowing-eng·ine of 400 horse-power for blowing out the convertors. These engines and 
apparatus are all very substantial and modern machinery. They are all purchased, and, if not 
on the water at the present time, will be in the course of the mixt week or two; and the buildings 
are under construction. The entire works will be operated by electricity generated in this. 
power-house I have described, and the transmi~sion will be from each building by wires to the 
different machinery on the property. Now we ha Ye constructed and are constructing 
enormous sidings from the main branch of the railway into the different buildings that I have 
described. vVe have already constructed three miles of water-races, and have built a tank for· 
conserving our water, which contains 65,000 gallons; and we intend to erect other tanks as they 
may be requirnd. The water-races are about complete. There may be some little flumes to put 
in, or something else to do t(') make them absolutely complete, but the bulk of the money they will 
cost has been spent on them. 

9. Can yon say what is the cost of the works now in course of construction? The cost of 
the works now under construction will be £100,000 ; but when they are completed as contemplated, 
the cost will be in the neighbourhood of £200,000. Further, we are g·oing to build-as it is part 
of onr immediate plan to build-lixiviation works for treating some classes of ore that cannot be 
concentrated, and are of too low grade to be smelted ; and also for treating such copper and 
other metals as escape from our concentrating· mill, so as to make the operations more complete. 
This is to be a very elaborate building; some of the designs are being made in Glasgow. It 
will cost £20,000, and be in operation withii:i the next six months. All these works are being· 
pushed on rapidly: as rapidly as we can get meterials to do so. 

10. How m:my men are you employing there now? At the smelting works? 

11. Down ou the Coast altogether? Considerably over five hundred men. 

l 2. And has the company in contemplation any manufacturing works? Yes, it has. 
manufacturing works in . contemplation --the further refining of its copper to merchantable 
copper, and the manufacturing of it iuto !-beets, and into wire and wire bars, and such other 
merchantable forms as are demanded by the trade of the different parts of the world. 

13. You have seen the Bill now before the House, I think, Mr. Trent? Yes, I ha.ve read 
the Bill. 

14. Have you a copy before you? No, I have not got it before me. 

15. Well, take this copy. [Bill handed to witness.] Look at Section 3, which deals with 
the break of gauge. Will you explain to the Committee, Mr. Trent, the necessity of that 
section, and the need of the break of gauge? Our plans, which were matured before I became 
connected with the company, contemplated a branch railway from some point on our line to the 
Comstock Mine, takiug in other lines lln the route. It was decided to build this from a point called 
Gormanston Junction, through Gormanston, to the South Mount Lyell Mines, and from there, pasR­
ing· several other points, to the Comstock Mine, with a branch extending to the North Lyell 
Mine itself. I may explain that at present our mines are not. connected directly with our railway­
only by on aerial tramway, which is of a temporary character, and will not be sufficient for carrying 
our ores to the smelting-works. And, therefore, it was intended to make this a comprehensive 
system to connect the main line of the North Lyell Company with the main mine, and such other 
mine~ as we had friendly connection with at that time. After laying the route out to Gormanston, 
it was found to be of such an expensive character as to practically prohibit us from completing 
it. The route was so heavy as to make it absolutely impossible for us to provide the funds for 
completing· the route in such a way. As an instance of that, I may explain that the two miles 
which we built to Gormanston have cost up in the neighbourhood of £25,000; and the distance 
beyond would have cost us, certainly, more per mile than it did to get into Gormanston. So that 
practically, the cost prohibited us from completing our plans for connecting our main line with 
our own mine even, and also with other mines which are practically a portion of our own Com­
pany's property, as they are piactically owned by the same shareholders, and managed from the 
same offices. And it was deemed advisable at that time to survey a route having a less gauge, 
as being more easy and cheaper to construct, and something within onr means. But we 
found, on undertaking to build on that route under the Railway Act, it was not in accordance 
with the Act ; and the Ministers and the authorities would not permit us to construct the narrow­
gauge line. But before we can carry out the plans that we have had in contemplation since the 
inception of our work, it will be necessary for us to have some means of getting to these different 
mines. 
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16. You spoke just now of different mines, and the friendly relations existing between them 
.and the North Lyell. Can you tell us the names of those mines? I can tell you the name;; of 
some of them. · 

17. Shortly speaking, they are the companies named in the original Act; and there are no,Y 
some additional sections? Yes. 

18. Then you are also asking·, unde1· this clause, now, Mr. Trent, that it shall be lawful for 
the company to construct any branches of' any of the three g·auges i.pecified in Section i5 of the 
original Act, a11d. if any gTade-and we propose to add" or curve "-that shall be provided· with 
suitable machinery for safe working. ,vm you explain that? Since I have become connected 
with the company, I have tried to impress on it the disadvantag·e of having to break our gauge 
for the class of ores and materials we have to carry; that it would materially and perpetually 
increase the expense of handling·, since it would necessitate our having two g·auges of rolling-stock, 
and a good deal of extra handling. 1'hat, of' course, will increase the expense of handling; 
and I have recommended the company, instead of building· a railway within the meaning of 
the Act, to carry passengers, simply to build a tramway suitable for conveying such material as 
we produce in our mines, and bringing it backwards and forwards, as is done in other countries at 
the present time. · In other words we want to be able to build a 3½-ft. gaug·e tramway so that 
our present rolling-stock may· be nsed for it; by which means we should save handling, and 
minimise expense. · 

19. By· the Minister of Lands and W01·lts.-\Vith steeper grades? Steeper grades and 
-sharper curves. We don't expect to operate these tramways at any speed-the maximum would 
be six miles an hour-a'nd they woulci bt=i operated with absolutely safe· appliances. It is not a 11ew 
precedent we are introducing, but something very frequently used in other countries; and it will 
enable us to build tramways to these different mines at a moderate cost. 

20. By Mr. Simmons.-'I'hese remarks apply also to sections 5 and 6 of the Bill? Yes, 
exactly. In these places nothing but such tramways could be constructed at any reasonable cost. 

21. Now look at Section 7, l\fr. TrP-nt. In some places you- want to have an additional 
width of' land, beyond the chain authorised by the orig·inal Act. Will you explain why that is 
necessary? Well, it is sometimes necessary to hare· some buildings-railway-stations, itnd goods­
sheds, and possibly wate1·-tanks adjacent to the railwa.y ; and we have found-which we did not 
contemplate at the inception of the works-that, in excavating some of tlrn larr,e tmttings, the 
extreme width of the cutting on top was a good deal wider than the one chai11 allowed by Law. 
Of course, I do not think that we particularly require that width of' land in such places as that; 
but it is no good to anyone, and we simply wi;;h to legalise our excavating· on so much land. And 
it is also necessary for the safety of the railway t0 cut the timber along the line, as we are 
troubled at the present time with timber falling on the line very frequently. Also the wind 
giving a. motion to these trees makes cracks, which the water flows into, and somet.imes cracks 
these cuttings in that way, and causes slips which are very expensive to repair, and also interferes 
with the working of the line. 

:22. Look at Section 10, Mr. Trent. There is powe1· given there for the company to make 
.an additional i:harge in respect of any portions of a. line constrncted on the Abt system. \Veil, 
there is no portion of the main trnnk line, as I understand, constrncted in that way; but it may 
be necessary to construct some of the branches in that way? Yes, it mig·ht be nece;;sary. 

23. And that is why you desire to get power to charge extra rates? Of' course, in building 
railways up a steep mountain, it is necessary to circulate round a great distance, especially if you 
wish to keep your gTades ·down. Now, if by an ordinary railway, in such circumstances, it takes 
you five miles to go one, as it frequently does, and you can make a short cut by puttiug in expensive 
machinery, and do the distance in one mile 01· a mile and a half; the sitme object is attained, but 
at an increased expenditure per mile, and that is why the company wish to charge special rates 
when they get over any portion of the route in that way ; it not only co~ts more to build the line, 
but it costs more to maintain it. Of' couse, you will understand that it costs money to operate 
a road having very steep grades on it. 

24. Pass on to Section 13, Mr. Trent, when the company is proposing· to ask for certain 
land-it is printed here as 800 acres, but we propose, you know, that it should be 720. Is that the 
plan of it ? Yes. [Witness makes explanations by plan. J 

25. Why do you want to g·et that land in that way? Well, in the first place, the ground is 
exceedingly rough. A great deal of it cannot be used at all for any purpose, on account 
of the steep mounds on it ; and, on the other hand, a great part of it lies very low, and is 
in a permanently swampy condition. But we are contempl111ing the use of wood fuel very 
•extensively, anti we want land because we have to spread ou-t thousands of cords of wood that 
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,ve 'Want to get cut and dried and seasoned ready for our. operations. · Then, we have to have 
numerous sidings for our ore, and sites on pla,ces some distance from the -worlcs for the roasting 
furnaces in whic)l the sulphur is eliminated from the stuff.· Then we want 'land on which to 
construct our water-races and our reservoirs, and we want land qn which we can dump our slag 
and refqse from the works, and, also, the tailings from our concentrating works-which, at no 
distant date, will amount to 4:00 or 500 tons per day, and all this must be deposited somewhere. 
Our works will necessarily foul the streams if the refuse is allowed to be deposited in 
them, and we want to be able to impound this refuse somewhere. There will be a good deal 
of our i;efose that will contain chemicals that might be injurious to health if the stuff were 
allowed to run: into the streams of the country ; and we want a place where we ·can deposit it 
without any fear of our being interfered with on the groun~ that we are encroaching on the 
rights of others. In addition to that, we wa,nt certain places for residences for our officials to . 
live in remote froril the smoke, and for some of our workmen. It is necessary., in operating such 
works, to have a number of our workmen close to the works all tl:1.e time, and we wish to be able 
to house them as near as possible, but in a place free from the smoke and sulphur fumes which 
will necessarily be emitted from works of that kind. And we want to isolate other works which 
emit disagreeable fumes, as much as possible. I think all the land we have taken up, considering 
the quality and the character of it, can be ut~lised to good advantage by the company. 

· 26. Pass on to Section 22, Mr. Trent. The_ company is there asking for the right to 
conserve water. Will you explain the necessity of this section, and the intention of the eompany 
with regard to this matter? Well, notwithstanding that it is a very wet country-and it's almost 
always raining down there-if you are to use water it is necessary to build expensive 1\iorks. It 
is so there more than in other countries where there is not so much water, because the continuous 
rainfall tends to destroy our water-races and other works. That applies to all other 
works, such as railways and tramways, and makes them very expensive to construct and 
maintain._ Now, the procurement of _a sufficient amount of water a~ the works, so as 
to be reliable for a supply all the year round, is a very expensive affair. We have 
to get water sufficient to provide us. beyond the peradventure of a doubt during• the dry 
months, when they come. I am informed, ::i,lthough · I have not seen thern yet, that there 
are· dry months, and the country is so steep, and so near the coast, that in a very few 
days of dry weather all the wat.er runs off. I have seen it myself, within a few days, difficult to 
get water ,in some places. It is necessary, therefore, to spend a large amount of money to provide 
water for the use of the works. In doing so we have to take necessary precautions that the 
waterworks are properly built. Vv ell, when we have ample storage, and wh0n we have means of 
knowing that the water stored is not polluted, we thought the time might come when it might be 
desirable for the adjacent towns an::l. people in the neighbourhood to come to us to supply them with 
water. AlrE;iady, we have a considerable amount of water mains laid, which we expect to have to 
extend for our own operations. If the people of the towns desire it, we will extend these mains 
into the town, and supply them with water. We µave no wish to monopolise it in any way; it 
is simply to be a convenience of the public. 

27. Are your works on a different watershed from the works of the Mount Lyell-Company? 
Yes. 

28. vV ould it be possible for your company, under this Bill, to do anything prejudicial to the 
Mount LyeU Company? No, I don't think so, unless they wanted the earth. Our works are 
situated, I should say, at least ten miles away from them, ancl the water we,have in contempla­
tion to take is water that is not appropriated, and we simply wish to have the right to appropriate 
it, and put these mains on. We don't wish to interfere witµ anything that the Mount Lyell 
Company has got, nor with anything that we can see that they could .have, or could desire. 
Our works are so far from the Mount Lyell that I don't see how we could conflict at all. 

29. By the Qhairman.-Y ou say you ·are not on the same watershed? Not on the same 
watershed-no. I don't see how our works could be harmful to them in any way. 

-30. By Mr. Gaffney.-Do you know the names of the streams that you propose to get the 
water from? The Traveller River, the Fish Creek, the Governor River, and the Tofft River. 
Either one of these streams, in wet weather, will .provide all the water we want; and in dry. 
weather, so far as I am informed, the whole of them together won't do that, without a 'reservoir 
and storage. · · · · 

31. All these streams enter into the King River, do they not? -Yes, all of them; all 
tributaries of the King. There are some streams in the neighbom-hood of the mine which I 
have not personally investigated. Of course, we shall want more water than we have got for our 
mains, but it is not a large amount we require, and you must bear in mind that during the last 
nine months in the year there is plenty of water ; the country is nothing but a waterfall all the 
time. Water is the most plenteous thing that there is there. But it is necessary to make this 
provision, nor;e the less. \V ater is a very necessary thing in mining, and if you. don't have water 
your operations have to cease. · 

32. By .Mr. Simmons.-Going on to Section 34, Mr. Trent,- is, this the plan of the 19 acres 
referred to in that section? [Plan handed to witness.] Yes; this is the piece of land known 
as our cby reserve, on which our sawmill and brickworks are built, and numero!]s sidings also. 

33. Has the company expended any money with respect to that 19 acres in the .way of 
levelling, and so on? Yes. I should say that for all purposes the company has expended in the 
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neighbourhood of £20,000, on that. •There are some residences on jt-a :few of the oflicers 'ancl 
workmen's-and there arc the brickworks and two carpenters' shops. 

34. And the sawmill ? Yes, and the sawmill-rather an . expensive sawmill-:.ncl a small 
engineering shop, .and a warehouse. And I don't know whether the wharf is not on that, too; 
I rather think the long jetty also extends from that land. · .. 

35. Look at Section 35, Mr. Trent-; the company is asking for certain timber rese1·ves. Can 
you explain, shortly, the necessity of that? Well, there is plenty of timber there ; really, there is 
more timber and firewood than I have ever seen in one section before. But as soon ' 
as you go to build a . railroad through it, people slip in and cut up the most accessible, 
useful, and valuable of these woods, and they hold them under some rights or other 
on which they claim them, and -when the company .wants them it must purchase them 
at an advanced price from these people. There is wood enough along both sides of the line 
to supply the people of Tasmar1ia for a great many years ; but we have to get this wood. The 
country is such that you can no! utilise horses to any appreciable extent. You must use tram-roads: 
you can't make roads at any reasonable cost. Horses won't perform a reasonable amount of work 
in that country ; they are expensive to maintain, and expensive to keep in repair-if I may put it in 
that way. It's expensive to use horses, and they are very inefficient. It is our intention to buil<l 
into these timber reserves 3-ft. 67in. tramways, so that we can load the trucks in the timber, 
and take the same trucks to our furnace doors, or to our wood . storag·e yards, and .so 
minimise handling as much.as possible. And we want to have some parts for ourselves to get 
timber from, where others don't interfere by g·etting out the best of it. The whole line of route is 
really nothing but a vast forest of timber: not valuable timber, but fimwoods. 

36. Now, are any hranc~es or tramways you have in contemplation likely to be prejudicial to 
the Mount Lyell Company? Not in any way. The branches or 'tramways will not pass over any 
ground that"l am cognisant of the Mount Lyell people havi1;g any interest in whatever. 
· - 37.-B.'lf Mr. Macnaghten.-I understand. you have been in Tasmania about six months? 

Yes. 
38. May I ask where you were before? Well, I have been in Ame~·ica for about 30 years: 

in the United States of America. , 
39. And you have had a good deal of experience, I suppose, in mining in the United States? 

Yes, I have been engaged altogether in mining for q aite 30 years~. 
40. Rave you bad much experience in wate1·-power? A great: deal of experience of water-

power; yes. 
41. 'rhat is broug-ht to a high pitch in the United States? Yes. 
42. You know Niagara? Yes. 
43. You have seen the recent works there in connection with water power ? Yes. 
44. But lately ; I mean, you have been there lately? Yes. 
45. Within the year? Yes. · 
46. Isn't it a fact that within the last four or five years there have been enormous <leveloprnents 

there? Yes ; very. 
47. Isn't there a town within ten or twenty miles from Niag·ara with one long· street, on both 

sides of which there are manufactories? Yes, I think there are such towns. 
48. And all the factories driven by water-power? L~trgely by water-power. . , 
49. By Mr. Pa tterson.-By electricity, that is? Yes, by electricity generaterl by water-power. 
50. By Mr. Macnaghten.-'rhe original powei· is derived from the fal_ls of Niagara? Exactly; , 

yes. . · 
51. And the whole town is supplied from there, in fact?· Well, as a matter of fact, the power 

from Niagara is distributed everywhere ovel' a radfos of possibly thirty miles all round it. 
52. But I wanted to know if you knew this particular town. I forget the name of the- town, 

but there is such a town. · Do you know it? Well, there are a number uf towns there. They take 
their powe1; to Buffalo, which is thirty miles distant: a very larg·e city-a city as large as 
Melbourne. 

5;1, In this place I mean there is a long street, with, as I understand it, manufactories on-each 
side, and nothing but manufactories, and all driven by water-power? Exactly. 

· 54. You have ~een that? I.don't know that place in particuhl,I', but it's a very active. neigh­
bourhood round thefo, you know-always h·as been. I simply went there lately with my daughter 
to view the falls, and look round generally. But I have been there a great number of times, and I 
know the development of water-power driving electricity has been very g-reat there. 

55. I may take it, then, that you have seen yourself the enonnous value of water-power? . 
Yes. Of course what you reier to is a.u enormously valuable water-power in a populous district. 

v6. And that value is likely to increase in the future, is it not? Oh, well, of course it is a relative 
value, as between coal ~md electricity. Of course .it costs a great deal of money to constrnct works 
and distribute 'tliis power. 
, 57. You don't quite understand my q uestion'.-Is it not a fact, as far as we can tell, that this 
value of water-power is likely to increase very largely in the future, all over the wol'ld? 1Vell, I 
don't know; it only has a certain relative value. I don't know much about anything except the \Vest· 
Coast just now. 

58. You mentioned in one part of your examination-in-chief; "other mi1)es "-may I ask to 
Vl;hat mines you refer? In reference to what? 
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· 59. Well, 1 tried to interject at the time, and Mr. f;,immons objected. I think it would have 
been perfectly in order that I should have as).rnd you then. What are they? You want to know 
about the other mines? · · 

60. Yes; I want to know the names of them? .Well, I will tell you the names. We are 
building the smelting-works--

, 61. I don't want that. I want just to know· the names of the other mines you mentioned? 
Well, I'll tell you some of the other mines ; · but what I want to explain is thi,: :-that we want to 

1 be in a position to go to any mine that says " We have ore, and we want yon ,to smelt it" ; we 
want to be in a position to build a tramway to that particular mine, which may not even exist at 
the present time. 

6'i By the Cl1airman.-Mr. Macnaghteri wants the names of the mines fir~t, and any 
e~planation you like afterwards? Very well; let us have the question. 

· 63. Well, the question was this : you mentioned "other mines." What were they ;-the 
other mines you require to be connected with by branches? We want to build tramways to con­
nect with the Comstock, the Tasman, the Crown Lyell, the Mount Lyell Blocks; 
the Tasman and Crown Lyell Extended, the Annaconda, the North Lyell Consoli­
dated, the South Mount Lyell, the Mount Lyell Consols, the Mount LJell Consols Extended, the 
Mount Lyell Pioneer, and any other mines that we discover later, and that require to send 
their ore to our smelting works, or that we require to get to. In addition to those I have men­
tioned, there are the mines at the Mount Jukes Proprietary, the Comstock Proprietary, and. the 
different mineral sections in the neighbourhood of the Darwin that are now under process 0£ 
development. · . , . 

64._ That is a good many mines more than were mentioned in your former Act? Yes. They 
probably were not all discovered at the time when our former Act passed. We are asking for 
additional powers for building additional tramways. The mines that I have mentioned our share­
holde.rs are more or less interested iri. Now; the object of our smelting-works is to smelt ores 
that anyone inay bring to us, or that require smelting, or that we can make any profit on ; 
and we want to be in a position to get at these•ores. · • 

65. Do you mean to say that, if you can get leave from the Government to run lines to 
all these different mines you have mentioned, it will not in any way prejudice the interests of my 
dients? Only to the extel).t that one baker's shop would prejudice the business of another. 

66. And it would not prejudice them in any other way? Not in any other way at all. It 
would bring competition to the different mines in the neighbourhood that are now stifling for the 
want of it. · · 

67. I should like you to look at Section 5 of this amending Bill, and Section 6. Take 
• Section 6-" It shall be lawful for the company to make a branch or. branches of the Railway to its 

smelters, and to any land or any portion of any land which may be leased to the company under the 
provisions of this Act, and to make sidings "-Do you mean to say that if your company_ got leave 
to make all these branches that would not be in way interfering with our company ?-Can you 
guarantee that none of these lines you propose to make will cross any of our secttuns? The 
Mount Lyell sections-as I know them to day-yes. ' · . 

68. You C\l,n guarantee that? I can guarantee that as to any Mt. Lyell sections, as I know 
them to-day-as to anything that belongs to the Mount Lyell Mining and Railway Company at 
the present time-that is so registered. . . 

69. Have you got plans shewing all these lines? No; we have not got plans. 
70. Would you have any objection to having plans, showing all these lines-what 1s your 

" objection? The objection to what? · 
71. To your having plans? Personally (I don't know about·the company) I should object 

to making plans of, everything we intended to, and exhibiting them to the Mount Lyell Company, 
or to give them our private prospectus. I should think it would be brazen impudence to ask it, 
myself. 

72: Other comp.anies had to show their plans to Parliament, yon know? Yes ; if Parliament 
asked it I should be glad to do so, but :got to show them to the Mount. Lyell Company. 
. 73. Can you see any reason why you shirnld not show plans to the Government,. in the same 

way as other companies have done? In answering- your question, I may say that we certainly 
should. not expect to build any tramways without submitting plans to -the Government ; and we 
want to be in the position that we can from time to time submit µJans to the Government, and_the 
Government have authority on that to authorise the works. We don't ask for indiscriminate 
power to build tramways all over the West Coast ; but when we desire to build a tram­
way we. do not want to be put in the position of having to g,'J to Parliament for· it. I suppose 
Government would have a right to see plans of branch lines; but whether a ~ompeting company, 
that.constitutes its.elf guardian of the district, should, is another matter. · 

74. Now I want you to turn to ·sections 22 to 27. You said in your examination-in-chief 
that water is very necessary in any mine, and that if you don't have water your operations have 
to cease. I suppose that applies not only to your own_ company, but to other companies? 
Exactly. 
. 75~ Also to the public at large? Exactly. 
: .· The Ch~irman.-:-The public at large have their representatives in Parliament. You had 
better confine, yourself to the_ postion as it concerns the. Mount Lyell Company. 
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. 76. B11 J.11.?·. J.11.acnaghten.-You also stated .that you had no wish to monopolise the mtter in 

any way. But suppose-I don't say it is very likely-that our company did wish to get access • 
to this water in future: you never can tell what may happen. Suppose our company wished to 
get at this water in the future, would not you, under these clauses, have a monopoly of that 
water? We would have a monopoly of all the water that we had improved. Supposing that we 
should wish to take a part of some of the water that your company has got now : would' we 
have a right to do it ?-you have improved a lot of water : supposing we took a notion we 
wanted it-would we have any right to go and tap your water? · 

77. You say you have no wish to monopolise the water_; but surely those sections do gi\·e 
you a monopoly? It gives us a monopoly of the water w.e are using at the present time: the 
water that we go to the expense of .preserving, not only for ourselves, but for all the people 
living in our district. If they want the water, they can get it; we have got the channels where 
the population live. And of course if you want our water after all that is done, you will have 
to want; just as we would have to want, if we wanted some of the water you had a.lready 
improved. 

78. But you said you had no wish to monopolise the water in any way. ls it not a fact 
that under these sections you would be monopolising the water? Yes, we would be monopolising­
certain water, just the same as we would monopolise the mineral sections we have· got leased 
from the Government. 

79. By Mr. 87:mmons.-The shareholders in these different mines you _have named, :Mr. 
Trent, I understand, are more or less the same hody of shareholders as are in the North Mo1111t 
Lyell Copper Company? Yes, they are. 

80. To a large extent, at any rate? To a large extent-Yes. 
81. And these individual companies you have named are not in a position to go in for these 

expensive and extensive works themselves ? No ; none of them. 
82. Then the object of the North Lyell Company in working in with these other 

companies is to enable these companies to develop their mines? Exactly ; yes. 
83. You have already told us, I think, that there are no streams near you that could be 

beneficial to the Mount Lyell Company? There are none that I know of that could be acquired 
at a reasonable cost by them. 

84. And there are none that could reasonably be compared with Niagara? No. 
85. Is there any such large surplus of water available that my friend· need be afraid 't • 

There is no large quantity of water there at all, except when you don't want it. . 
86. By·the Cliairman.-Mr. Trent, nnder the original Act you. have the power to make 

branch tramways where you like, providing they are not distant "more than five miles from the 
said railway " ? Exactly. • · 

Yes. 
87 . .You could make them where you liked, for the purpose of obtaining timber, and so on '? 

88. That does not give you the right to go to a mine with a tramway? Oh, scarcely to go 
to a mine. · 

89. And it is practical to provide for that that you· want the Act amended ? Yes; exactly. 
People may say to us, " We have got some ore.'' Well, we buy the ore, or we may wish to buy 
a particul"ar section. We have got the railway, we have got the administration, all we have to 
do _is to extend a few miles of tramway. We have our rolling-stock : it is comparatively easy 
for us to do it, and very difficult for the owners of mineral sections themselves to do it. 

90. Under the original Act, if you make a branch line it must be of the. same gaug·e as the 
railway? Yes. 

9 l. And under this Bill you can make it of narrower gauge? Yes, if you desire it. 
92. Have you got the Deed of Association of the company? N.o, I have not. 
93. Can you say, of your own knowledge, whether it is within the scope or without the scope 

of the company to sell water-it is a quuestion, you see, as to whether it w6uld not be ultra vires 
as to the constitution of the company-do you know? No, I do not know. I have been informed 
by our attorneys that we have that right. It is not really that we want to sell water to people at 
a\l ; we really pass it throug-h the channels and allow them the use of our mains. 

94. You will be satisfied if you get the water for the company? Perfectly satisfied. If the 
public don't want to use it, they won't be compelled to. 

95. You are designated the North Mount Lyell Copper Company, Limited. You don't know 
whether your scope extends to mining only, or dealing· with copper, or what? It.extends to mining, 
railroads, the manufacturing· of timber and bricks, and so on. 

96. That would all be in this Deed of Association ? Yes. 
97. Now, can you say how m11ch your company has expended altogether in developing- the 

works? We have expended, up to date, over £400,000. 
98. Did you have any land concessions to commence with? No ; we had a little bit n,t 

Kelly Ba!in for a railway station, but I don't know how it was acquired. 
99. You cannot say, of your own knowledge, what sort of a place Kelly Basin was when you 

built and constructed your works there, can you ? No. \ 
100. By the Minister of Lands und rVo1'lts.-With regard to the break of gauge, Mr. 'l'rent. 

Do you contemplate making more than one break? Well, I do· not really, at the present time, 
_contemplate ma~ing any break. There might be some portion that we might want to reach­
some very difficult position-when we mia-ht want to break the iauge. 
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: 101. Would.it not be sufficient for you if you specifically asked for the right to construct 
certain branches on a 2-ft. gauge ? Yes ; I think so. 

, l 02. If you wanted to run passengei- trains, in endeavouring to attain the altitude of some of 
the different mines, you would find it necessary to have a very narrow gauge, wouldn't you ? 
Yes, in some of them it would be necessary to .do it, I fancy ; but we want to avoid that as much 
as possible by the adoption of a method that we have in view of turning very short curves on a 3 ft. 
6 in. gauge. We want to confine ourselves to that gauge as much as possible, so that our rolling­
stock may be interchangeable. But it is a very difficult country-the most difficult I ever saw. 
It is extremely rugged, and the soil is of such a nature that it is difficult to maintain a road after 
construction. The soil is always moving, and decomposing. One wants to avoid deep cuttings 
and heavy works, for that i'eason. If you can get round or ·climb over, you are in 
a much' safer condition than if you cut through. . 

103. B~ tlte Cltafrman.-You have had heavy land-slips, have you not? Very heavy and 
very axpens1ve. 

· 104. By the Minister of Lands and Works.-With regard to the break of gauge, would you 
be satisfied if the Committee recommended that you might be allowed the use o.f the 2-feet 
gauge, in addition to the present gauge, subject to the approval of the Engineer-in-Chief? Of 
course, my view is that a 30-inch gauge is probably the most practical thing you can construct. 
I think a 2-feet gauge is too small. We are always willing to be, governed by the approval of 
the department, or by the consent or approval of the Minister, in everything we want done. We 
don't want to go to Parliament for every little matter; it is delaying, it is expensive, and it is 
embarrassing. We don't want to construct a general system of railways ther.e, but, even if we 
did, it would be of great benefit to the country. We merely want to gather the ore and bring it 
to our smelting works, and so give employment to the people. · 
· 105. I want now to discriminate between the two classes of railway you are dealing with?, 
We don't want passenger traffic. 

l 06. But you may. You want that route, and that throws the responsibility on Government 
of seeing that you construct such a line as may be safe? Yes; exactly. 

l 07. Then, with regard to constructing a narrow gauge line. I am instructed by the 
Engineer-in-Chief that it would be much better for you to be confined to one narrow gauge, 
subject to the approval of the Governor in Council-what do you think? I think so. 

108. Then, with regard to lines that you need for the· purposes simply of carrying your 
. ' ore-do you think it is necessary to ask for special powers with regard to them? I don't 

think really it is. But I think that it is probably clue to the fact that at the time when this Act 
was considered, there was a desire in some quarters to block .us. Anyhow, when there was any 
question of a branch, before we would get our plans completed, we would find a mineral section 
we required bought right in front of us, with the evident view of blocking the exte,nsion of our 
railways and tramways. · If we got into a position where we wished to build a tramway and they 
did that, they could make it very expensive for us. That is the rea~on why we want an Act to 
allow us to go to the Minister and get him to authorise such a tramway, and not allow frivolous 
excuses to interfere with the construction of a really necessary line. 

109. But would not the Mining Act, which gives full easement powers, cover that ? I don't 
know that it would. I don't know how far the opposition to such a line would be effective; I 
have not been in the country long enough. But we found that when _we wanted to make a survey 
someone would come along and sink a shaft right in the line of it. 

110. But this Act would not prevent that, you know? Well, it would allow us to do this: 
we would be compelled to pay any body any actual expense or loss they suffered, but it would not 
compel us to turn our railway or stop it. As a matter of fact, outside the objecting company, every­
pody in the district would be glad to have such an Act passed. Properties there are no good 
}Vithout tramways. There is one of the greatest mineral regions in the world there, and it is 
_undeveloped for the want of these tramways. To a certain extent we are willing to supply them. 
We have an enorm01is investment in railways-more than the company ever contemplated­
and now we want to make the system profitable by making branches. There are great 
mineral sections there-low-grade, it is true, but a profit could be made on them if they were 
accessible, and an enormous army of men. could be employed if the district were properly 
served and a reasonable amount of liberty was left to investors in the district. I don't think it is 
the desire of the company to monopolise anything. If anybody wants to build another railway. we 
don't object. · 

111. Had you not better keep to the point ? Yes; but I want to make it cle3:r- that we do not 
want to obtain monopolies; we simply want to help our investments. 

112. You want,.Mr. Trent-even if you do not want passengers-to cater for the public as 
common carriers? Yes, as common carriers ; it is necessary to do that. 

113. Then you contemplate const-ructing 3 feet 6 inch railways with very much steeper gradients 
than are authorised under your present Act? Yes. · 

114. What is the steepest gradient you might be compelled to use ? Well, we might be com­
pelled ·to use as steep as 1 in 10. That would be an extreme case. - We have nothing of the sort 
in contemplation at prese~t; but I should like to construct such a line, just to show the Government 
how practicable it is. At present 1 in 16 is about the steepest we have in view. · 

115. Would you be in a position to give us any contemplated route, approximately? Yes ;· 
at the present time we want to build a tramway to the Comstock Mine. 

' 



(No. 50.) 

12 
··116. From where?_ From Linda Valley, or near about there. 
117. On this particular gauge? On that gauge-yes. When we get to the Comstock 

Mine, there are sectioµs beyond that we might want to extend to, simply for the purpose of!get­
ting ore and bringing it down. We might wish to acquire sections beyond there, and, if we do, 
we would like the power to extend the tramway to them. But we do not want to go to Parliament 
for a Bill. 

118. Well, you could not, under your right to make branches, acquire a right to make a rail­
way to any section you might require. Well, then, really, the intention of the company is to 
hav_e two classes of railways-its trunk line, on which it will cater for all kinds of business; and 
its branch line to Gormanston? Exactly. 

119. And you wish to have the right to construct these tramways on steep gradients and narrow 
c11rves for carrying only ? Only for carrying ; yes. 

] 20. And yc)ll would be satisfied with a limitation of the break of gauge to one particular 
gauge? Yes. 

] 21. You sP.e,_ you could specify whichever gauge would suit you, 2-ft. 6-in. or 2-ft.? Yes. 
122. With rega·rd to claust 3, ~!Ji. Trent. The last words of it are: "and it shall be lawful for 

the company to construct tramlines of any grade that shall be provided with suitable machinery fo1· 
the safe working of same." Who is to decide as to the suitability and safety of the machinery for 
the· safe working? Well, my idea would be not to build anything that was not in a safe working 
co'ndition s·omew here else. 

123. At any rate, you would not have any object.ion to the Engineer-in-Chief being made the 
authority in the matter? Of course, there is always an ohjection to g-i ving one man absolutely 
vetoing power over another's operations. He may be unfamiliar with what we want to do, and his 
opinion may be against such a thing, for that reason. 

124. Well, all mining co'mpanies have to accept the inspector's authority from time to time on 
very important matters, Mr. 1 rent? Yes ; but. I suppose that, really, if a question came up, and 
the mine inspector said a thing was not safe, and it was proved that it was safe, the Inspector's 
objection would be overcome. 

125. By Mr. Hall.-You know, of course, that the Engineer-in-Chief is a thoroughly 
competent man? \Vell, as we don't' want to carry passengers, and we take the risk of our own 
goods, we don't want to be confined by the limitations of ordinary railways. We should expect to 
be governed by the proper authorities as to not doing anything 1111safe. I suppose all our operations 
are under the supervision of the Government. 

126. By the Jr.linister of Lands and Works.-Then, if this is not m the Act, you would not: 
oLject to it being put in? No ; · not. at all. 

127. It would be in yom· interests, as well as in the interests of the general public? Exactly. 
128. With regard to Ser.tion 4, Mr. Trent. Your object is, I suppose, to approach these 

sections-South Lyell, and Lyell Com:.tock, and any other section you have a right to ·proceed 
to-by different routes than those indicated on the original plan, here? Yes; a portion of that 
route we found to be impracticable by reason of the expense of construction, and our desire is to 
revise this survey, and get to the sections in a cheaper and more practicable manner; we were 
depending upon that survey for getting ores from the North Mount Lyell to the ·smelting vrorks, but 
it is impracticable; and now, before long,we must have a line from the Linda Valley to the North 
Mount Lyell Mine itself. . 

129. Now will you tell us, Mr. Trent, what you want the powers in Section 5 for-the power 
to make branches to any mineral lands in the vicinity of Mount LyP-11, Mount Da.rwin, or Mount 
Jukes, along any route that may be approved by the Minister? Well, in these sections there are 
mines developing, and all showing more or less ore ; and the probability is that, after a while, it 
will be necessary to bring ore from them down to the smelting works. As I have before 
explained, it is impracticable to transport ore by any other means to any great distance, and 
before the companies could smelt their ore it" would be necessary to have some form of tramway; 
we want to be in a position, when it becomes necessary, to go to the Minister with a plan, and • 
get reasonably quick permission to go on with construction. 

130. And this is something quite new-a new concession altogether that you are asking? 
It is new-yes. 

131. You are asking for general powers, Mr. Trent, under Section 5, to make any branches 
in that district? Yes. . · 

132. General powers? General powers-yes. 
· 133. Powers of a very large nature, are not they ? Well, yes ; they give us our discretion 

as to which way we shall go; of com:se, we are still limited by --
. · 134. You are asking for the power to go anywhere? To go anywhere, yes; of course, 
we are still limited by the law, which compels us to recompense any damage we may do to private 
parties. 

135. That is not what I was anxious to b1·ing out-Under Clause 5, you are really asking for 
something entirely beyond what was granted in the original Act? Yes. 

136. To construct lines not contemplated in the original Act at all? Yes, feeders to the main 
line. · 

137. Well, in other private railway Acts these rights to make branch~s are restricted to such as 
may be granted upon a resolution of two Houses of Parliament. Have_you any objection to that 
condition? Well, no; but we hardly know what we :ihall want at the present time ;-these mineral 
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countries develop so rapidly that in the interests of the rapid development of the country it· is 
necessary, we think, to have something less cumbersome. . 

138. Of course, you know there is a,lways a means available for tapping a mineral section on, 
an easement, without an Act of Parliament? Well, you see, by 0111· method of operation, as, so to 
speak, the parent company, we expect to extend these tramw_ays to the different sections,and, as a 
recompense, we expect to charge for carrying goods-which right is not granted to us under our 
easement. \Ye want very little more power than we have got now. If that right to construct 
tramways to short distances for the carriage of minerals and flux was extended to ores and 
merchandise, it would answer very well. · 

139. But you have the right to construct lines to your own sections? Yes; but we are limited 
as to curves and grades. 

140. But you are asking in Section 5 something quite new-something in addition to what was 
eontemplated in the original Act? Well, to nie, it only looks like an extension of the same Act to 
other sections-and if it is directly tributary to our railway line. -

141. Cannot you see that you are asking for very broad powers-very broad, indeed-when 
you are asking the right to make a railway to any mineral lands in the vicinity of Mt. Lyell, Mt. 
Darwin, or Mt. Jukes ? Well, it may look like a rather broad claim to make, but we think it is 
necessary. 

142. Is it necessary for your present purpose to have that rig·ht, Mr. Trent? Well, I don't 
suppose that it is strictly necessary. It would be very valuable to us, and very valuable, we think, 
for the mineral field generally, if we did have that right. We would hardly want to go on anyone's 
section, or make anyone's section a terminus, without it was their desire to have us go there .. 

143. Well, if they intend you to go them for the purpose of carrying their ore for them, 
would it not be better for them to act on an easement first, and then for you to obtain power by 
Act of Parliament, taking each case on its merits? It is a very expensive process in the case 
of a company like ours. ' 

144. But, supposing that power is granted by a resolution of the House-would you have 
any objection to that being made a condition with regard to Clause 5 ? Well, of course, we 
would prefer having to deal with one of the executive officers of the Government if we could, 
because we could gain such ready access to them. And we think that, if you will look at it, yo·u 
will find that under that section some of the restrictions require to be removed. No amount of 
railways could make an undesirable monopoly there. No objection could be rai~ed to any rail­
way so long as it was properly constructed; 11othing could result but great good to the district. 

l45. Does .not Clause 5 practically give you the power to ma,ke a branch almost anywhere, 
from one end of your line to the other ? Pretty nearly. , 

14-6. Therefore, you are asking for an unlimited right to make branches, irrespective of 
Parliamentary power altogether? Yes. We are so restricted as to natural routes• that "in very 
few places could these lines be extended ; and it would take some time to survey and find out 
just where and how they. could be extended. There are not many places there where you could 
build a ._railway or a tramway if. you wanted to. , · 

147. Will it be possible for you, Mr. Trent, before the Bill is dealt with by Parliament, to 
furnish approximate positions of lines that you contemplate under Section 6, so that you can 
give us an idea of what brai;iches you really want to construct under that section? Yes, I 
suppose it would be. rI don't know just all the leases that the company have got there. _ . Of 
course, those that would be unprofitable, we should probably release. I don't kno\\", myself, that 
that clause is particularly necessary to the Bill. We have already got the branch to the smelters. 

148. That is one of the lines? Yes. . The rest of it looks to be a very harmless clause, . 
and seems to be covered by Clause 5. I think if we let Clause 5 stand, we might scratch out 
Clause 6 entirely.· 

149. With regard to Clause 7: you only want to make sure of your right to take land for 
station purposes? That is all-on our existing railway, and any branches that may be built. . 

150. You want the same rights as were conferred on the Mount Lyell Company by ·the 
Bill passed last Session ? That would be sufficient for us. 

·151. In Clause 12 you are asking for forty years' lease, Mr. Tr~nt: is there any particular 
ground for your having ten years longer than was given in the case of the other company, the 
Mount Lyell-would you be satisfied with the same concession, a thirty years' lease ? Well, we 
would be thankful for the same ; I don't know that corporations ever get satisfied. Sometimes, 
you know, we can profit by our neighbours' mistakes, or errors, or omissions. 

152. May I ask what necessitates the proposal for the granting of additional leases to any 
land adjoining the land comprised in your lease, under Clause 16--is. that for some special 
reason? I don't know, sir ; that Clause 16 is rather a mystery to me. I have tried to interpret it, 
but I have not succeeded. 

153. Now, Section 21, Mr. Trent," as to notice of purchase by the Minister: what is the 
special reason for the departure from the arrangement made under the original Act? Well, the 
object sought there was this: that we might, let ns say, have a mine on any railway. Now, to 
conduct mining operations such as these it is very frequently necessary for the company to µave 
all the profit that there is in the transaction. .For instance, the profit on the railway might be 
sufficient to justify the whoie of the mining operations ; and, on the other hand, w~ might have 
to sacrifice any profits on the railway for the sake of making something of the mine. Thus, we 
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might have a fairly profitable mine that still could not pay ordinary rates for transportation. 
A great many of these ores on the West Coast are such that if you could only make sixpence a. 
ton on theiu, it would yield a very handsome business, if carried out on a large scale; that is, i[ 
the railways and the mines were worked as one- concern; indeed, a,s two concerns, it would be 
impossible. 

15_4. Now, the Clauses from ~2 to 32, Mr. Trent: are they really nccess11ry for the present 
purposes of the company? I would rather lenve that to our attorneys ; I am not sufficiently 
acquainted with the law here, as yet, to know what powers we have got. ·we do require wtLter, 
and we do require the power of conserving water. I don't know that we require any monopoly 
of water, only the right to occupy it in reservoirs or storage. If that is all obtainable, T don't 
know that the sections would be necessary. 

155. It is not in any way relative to a railway concession, this right to supply water mid 
electric energy, is it? No ; I don't think that there is very much necessity for that. 

156. You know that you have power under your Act to get whatever power is necessary for 
your railway ? Yes. . 

157. And power w1cler the :Mining .Act to get whtLtever power is necessary to ·work yolll' 
smelters? 

158. With regard to the right to charge for wharfage _and clock rates, under Section 33, 
would there be any object to those rates being made subject to the approvtLl of the Governor in 
Council? None at all. Under our plan of operation, we feel that we have got a lnrge invest­
ment in railroads and other property, and we want to build up a population. We have no desire 
to extort. In fact, I would rather advise the company to open their wharves free to :tnybocly 

· who likes to come ; and if we do charge, the rates are only likely to run into :L small amount. 
Our interest is to build up that country, and to get a large population there. We don't want to 
monopolise, but to help the country to grow, believing that our investments will g1·ow more 
valuable as it does so. I want to aid every enterprise there, as if we clo that we increa,se the. 
value of our own investments. 

159. You are aware that-at any rate, nomiually-a very high wharfag·e rate was imposed by 
your company ? Yes, I believe so ; but we don't try to collect it. I believe that was prohibitive. 

160. But it is the present nominal charge, isn't it? I suppose it is. 
161. And you could enforce it? I suppose so. 
162. For instance, if one company you did not favour wanted to come to that wharf: and 011e 

you did favour wanted to come there, you could-I don't say you would, you know-charge one 
your present rate under the law, and return it to the _other? Well, we hnve had that question 
under discussion. I think it would be very unjust to do what you say, and very impolitic. 

lfi3. But that is the present position? Yes, that is the present position ; we could do so. 
] 64. In regard, now, to-Section 135, 'fhe company contemplate carrying· on the business of 

sawmill proprietors? No, tlrny have not; only to this extent-we have to have a. sawmill, and 
it's pretty expensive to get timber there ; but we thought that if we did occasionally get a piece of 
lumber too good for our own purposes sawn out of a log, we might store it and send it 11way. We 
do sell 11 little timber now: not because it pays us to do so, but as a favour to the people. We 
don't propose to go into the sawmilling business, because we don't believe the· timber there would 
justify it. We can't get lqm her there, unless we send it ourselves ; and unless we sell it to the 
people there, they can't get it. Of course, the operations of a large company lik:.e that require an 
immense amount of timber. 

165. With regard to the purchase of this land--ifyou got security of tenure of your land, Mr. 
Trent, you don't necessarily need to purchase it ? No ; but here is the principal difficulty that we 
labour under : in carrying on this organisation we have to get money; and in getting it the 
investors scrutinise our security very closely; and if there's anything to jeopardise the holders of 
securities, it is difficult to get money. I think if the tenure of our land were all right, we could get 
along. At the same time, it is very encouraging to hold the land in fee simple. We would uot 
ask that if it was valuable land ; but it is really some of the most undesirable stuff you can find in 
the country, and would be of no value to anyone, only for our operations or similar operations 
carried on by prirnte companies. We consider that it is a very small block of the whole countrv 
we want, and our purchase of it will benefit the place for many miles arou11d to the same extent ;;s 
we benefit ourselves. It would be ·very desirable indeed that we should have a title to that land. 

166. By the Cltafrman.-That is the liwd where your smelters are? Yes; and it would be 
very encouraging to the company. 

167. By the Minister of Lands and Worhs.-One other question, as to this royalty. A sort of 
understanding- was come to between your company and the Surveyor-General that a special 
royalty should be charged; an_d that is, I think, what figures here-a special royalty on tim her? 
Yes. . · 

168. And these prices were sug-gested ? Yes. 
169. But it was not contemplated, I think, to put it in this Act-the idea ·was to give the. 

Governor in Council power to make special regulations for the disposal of timber to your 
company-I suppose it would be just as satisfactory if it were put here as power to make a regula­
tion? I suppose so; I don't pay much attention to the timber portio11 of it-as to what relates 
to firewood. We are going to try and do our smelting with wood .. If we do that-if the result 
of our experiment is satisfactory-we shall have to get special machinery. We don't want to get 
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machinery fitted up to work the smelters with wood, and then find the prices of wood raisE:id on us 
to make the process more expensive. If we do_ succeed in this smelting with wood, it will benefit · 
the whole district, because it will cheapen -smelting operations to a considerable extent. - One of 
our prinmpal objects in doing this is that .we may employ labour on our line. We want to employ 
all the labour that is possible on our own line. ,v e want to build up the country. We don't want 
to have to send away for anything that we can produce on the property. 

· 170_. By J11.r. Hall.-Turning to Section 22, Mr. 'l'rent, we find here the reference to this 
water that you propose, under this Section, to supply to the mines and the inhabitants of" 
Gormanston, Kelly -Basin,_ and Crotty-and under the same Section, in order to provide that 
water, you waut the right to all the rivers and streams in the vicinity. Now, there are no provisions 
here for the charges to be made for that water-would you object to the Committee amending this 
Clause, so that the inhabitants of Gormanston, or Kelly Basin, or wherever they may bf\ located, 
will know exactly what they are to pay for the water? No; I have no objection at all. 

171. Because, you see, under Section 28, there is a penalty provided: ," Every person who, not · 
having agreed to be supplied with water by the company, shall take any water from any reservoir, 
dam, aqueduct, sluice, or race belonging to the company, or from any other work or place con­
taining water belonging to the company, shall forfeit to the· company for every such offence a sum 
not exceeding· Ten Pounds." Now, you were speaking, in your opening remarks, about a desire to 
further the interests of the district, and I have no doubt that that is the object you have in view; 
but, of course, with regard to Gormanston, I have no doubt that you will agree with me that the 
Mount Lyell Company must be credited with having brought that place to its present stage? 
Exactly. 

172. And, you see, under this Clause you want the extensive right to this water. Now, would 
you object to the Committee amending the Bill as I suggest: in the first place, by providing that 
the inhabitants shall not pay an exorbitant price ; and in the second place, giving you the right to 
take a certain percentage of the water from these rivers ? Well, I think, in these circumstances, 
we would be perfectly satisfied with that. The only way we look at it is this : we ham to build 
these works; but in Gormanston we ·don't, We shall have to build a waterworks for North Lyell; 
but, at present, Gormanston has its own waterworks. If anyone wants that water we conserve, it 
is a slight source of income to us, and a great benefit to. the people, who could not put in such an effective 
system as we can. I do not think, as far as Gormanston is concerned, that we want it at all. 
I don't know why it is put in there at all. Only, such works as we construct we wonld like to 
continue, and supply anyone that wants the water. We don't want to monopolise th_e water­
especially for domestic purposes; we think~that ought to stand first everywhere. 

173. You see, Mr. Trent, of course, as a -representative of the company, you tell us that you 
don't want to monopolise the water in any way; but on the other hand, you give evidence that 
shows that you do want to monopolise it. In reference to this particular Section, it is, of course, one 
thing to make a verbal statement when you want to do a certaiI\ thing; but we have to bear in 
mind that you are simply an officer of the company.. But then you see, the shareholders, if they 
get Parliamentary sanction to this Act, can say, "We are going to monopolise "-what do you say 
to that? I quite understand that. We only wish to monopolise to this extent: we will go to a 
stream in one part of the property, and we will bring it to where it can flow naturally at the least 
expense. Of course, if we improve that stream, and require all the water, we monopolise it to that 
extent. But we won't monopolise it to the extent that other people can't use it for necessary 
purposes, and you will be amply protected if you make provision to prevent extortion or the.charging 
of high prices for the use of it: we should not object to that. In fact, the supplying of water at all 
is such an insignificant thing: that I would as soon see it out of the Bill; but I think it would be a 
benefit to the people at large that it should remain there. 

174. But, as was pointed out by counsel for the Mount Lyell Company, we know that these 
things commence in a small way, and grow. He referred to one instance of that-the Niagara. 
'l'hat was looked on as a very different affair at first; but now we know what it is. The monopoly 
there now is creating· a g·ood deal of dissatisfaction. I quite agree with some remarks you made, to 
the effect that the possibilities and probabilities of that particular country on the West Coast no 
man can foretell; and, at the same time, I am quite willing to see justice and fair pl,ay extended to 
the North Lyell Cr1mpany; but we must also admit that this State owes a great debt of gratitude 
to the Mount Lyell Company, and we must see that they are not injured in any way. What <lo you 
think? I would not claim or try to do anything that would interfere with the operations of the 
Mouut Lyell Company. When I took charge of the company's business, I found they had been 
trying to reach the Comstock by going over the 'Mount Lyell Company's secti<?n, which I found the 
Mount Lyell people objected to, and 1 said "Let us g·o another way; get rid of them ; let them 
alone. We don't want to interfere with their operations." _ , · 

17 5. Then, as the representative of the company, you would not object to an amendment of 
this clause, giving you a right to a certain percentage of the water? Now, coming to Section 
35, where the company requires the exclusive and permanent reservation of all timber on these 
reserves; then the clause goes on : "The company shall pay to the Minister as the purchase­
money for ali timber removed by the· company from the said areas, and from any other Crown 
· land, a royaltj, of one shilling and sixpence per one thousand superficial feet for pine and black­
wood, and six pence per one thousand superficial feet for all hard and other kinds of wood; and 
one penny per ton of eighty fee,t for all fire and coal wood. The wood so purchased shall b_e the 
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absolute property 0£ the company.'' I was not quite clear as to this. On pay.iug; the Govern­
ment this royalty 0£ one shilling and sixpence per thousand feet for pine and blackwood, and 
sixpence per thousand feet for hardwood, am I to understand that the company would have the 
right to supply the residents of Kelly Basin nncl Crotty, and practically become timber 
merchants? 

Mr . .11:linister of Lan(i,s and Works : They do it without pii.ying anything. 
Witness.-N o, we don't do it without paying anything. All the timber we supply in 

that way we are purchasing from the parties who are cutting it ; and all we have supplied we 
have _left an account of, ancl we can render an account to the Government, under this agreement, 
at any time. 

Mr. Minister of Lands and Worlts: We a1;e getting no royalty at the present time. This 
was suggested as a means of bringing about a method of charging the company, so that they 
should not be in a better position than the ordinary sawmiller. 

176. By lYir. Gaffney.-Mr. Trent, is has been said that your narrow-gauge line from 
Gormanston to Comstock, and these places, would pass over the Mount Lyell Company's sectio~s. 
Do I understand from yon that you propose to abandon that idea ? V,.T e propose to abandon 1t. 
because of their o~jections. That is one reason of it. Of cotu"se, Mr. Gaffoey, we have the right 
to go over that land now with a three_-and-a-half-foot gauge. We do not intend to go; but we don't 
want to abandon any right that we have got.· We have no intention of doing that, and l don't 
think we will have in the future. We would rather go to a field where people wanted us than to a 
place where there was no chance of getting patronage. 

177 ... With regard to Section 33 and the question of· wharfage and dock rates, how does the 
company propose to have this scale of charges made out ?-By the approval of the Governor in 
Council ?-Are the company prepared to do the same as the Government in carrying it out; for 
instance, empties are generally carried back free : will you do that? I believe they are doing 
that now. SVe are quite willing to have all our charges as common carriers or purveyors regulated 
by the Governor in Council. 

The witness withdrew . 

.T. F. ANDERSON, called and e.1:am.ined. 

178. By Mr. Simmon.~.-What is your name, Captain Anderson? :r ohn Frederick 
Anderson. ' 

1 79. And you are a Director of the North Lyell Company ? Yes. 
180. And until recently, I think, were living at Strahan ? Living at Kelly Basin. 
181. And superintending the operations of the North Lyell Compa1~y, on the w· est Coast? 

Yes. 
182. The origini,.l Act was granted to the North Mount Lyell· Mining Company, No 

Liability? Yes, sir; 
_ 183. And the present Bill is in the name of the North Mount Lyell Copper Company, 

Limited? Yes, sir. 
184. And, I believe, the reason of that is that, at the end' of ] 897, the one company became 

merged in the other? That is quite right; it was refloated. 
I 85. And largely extended ? And largely extended-yes. 
186. And the old company became merged in the new company? Yes; it became a new 

company. 
187. And the railway and other works were carried out by the new company? Carried 

out by the new company, as you say. 
· · J 88. And all the rights of the old company are vested in the new company? Yes, sir. 
189. Will you tell us what has been the total expenditure of the company, up to the end of 

May; first of all, on railways? On the railway, £309,146. 
190. A.nd on the aerial ropeway? £10,493. 
191. And on the brickworks and sawmills? ,£:l3,279. 
192. And on buildings and plant? £15,862. 
l 93~ And 011 the mine itself? £ll 1,960. 
194. A1icl 011 the smelters'! £5865, up to that elate. 
195. And there has been a lar~;e item incurred, I think, for tmnsport. iu Tasmania. What 

does that amount to'! £8000 in Tasmania ; and then there are other initiation expenses, 
£16,796.. _ 

196. That makes a total expenditure, up to the end of :May, of £501,401? Tha.t's quite 
right, sir.· · · 

197. Now, that £5000 for the smelters-that does not include the expense of the machinery? 
Oh, no; I should say the smelter;; will cost £200,000 more than this, and the branch lines some-
thing like anothei· £100,000. That will brin·g it up to about £800,000, in all. . 

198. Look at Clauses 5 and 6 of the Bill, Captain Anderson : I don't think I need trouble 
you about the earlier ones. Will you give the Committee information as to these clauses? Well, the 
reason they wish for the privilege of building these branches is that the people who own the North 

-
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Mount Lyell practically o~n the most of the other mines about there; and they wish to open them 
up, and build branches to them. 

199. "These other mines," you say. What mines are these? Well, as a matter of £act, the 
North Lyell Copper Company owns the Consols Extended and the Lyell Pioneer. The same 
directorate and the same shareholders are largely interested in the Comstock and the Tasman 
companies. They operate them, and the same shareholders are the sh\l,reholders operating with 
them. Then, over and above that, affiliated with them there are the Anaconda, the North Lyell 
Consolidated, the Crown Lyell, the South 'Lyell, and the Consols, and the Extended. Then, 
when you come to Mount Jukes, there are the Mount Jukes Proprietary, the Lake Jukes, and 
the .Tukes Comstock. Then, on the Darwin £eld, they are interested in the Mount Darwin 
Proprietary, and, I think, one or two others. I don't remember just now. That is the reason 
they wish to have the branches: they wish to go to their ow,n properties, practically. 

200. Well, it is not proposed in any way to intel"fere with the l\iouni Lyell Company? Not 
in the slightest, so far as I know, I don't know that we are going near the Mount Lyell Company's 
property. I could not be quite ce1·tain as to that; but we don't g·o near the Mount Lyell Company's 
mine. We have kept away from them altog·ether, so far as I know. 

201. Now, as to the additional powers sought: the Minister sugg;ests that the company might 
agree that any branch p1:oposed to be constructed should be approYed by resolution of both Houses 
of Parliament. What do y1,i1 think? Well, the only objection I see to that is that we might have 
to apply for a branch, say, within a fortnig·ht or so of the House breaking-up. In that case we 
would have to wait six 01· seven months before we could take any steps to construct the branch. 

202. By tl,,e Minister of landsalld Works.-You can always construct on an easement? We 
have no objection to that, sir ; but---

203. By Mr. Simmons.--But your idea, really, was to make it su.bject to the approval of the 
Minister, so as to· get expedition ? Yes ; that is the whole and sole reason. The Minister would 
have his legal officers near him to tell him what was rig·ht or wrong·. There is no wish · at all on 
our part to do anything improper, or that could possibly be considered improper. 

· 204. Now, will you just look at Section 9. That, you see, is a proposal to fix rates and toll by 
arbitration-why is that'? This has a1·isen, sir, from the fact that under our original Bill we have 
the right to make certain tolls and charg·es- the same as were in operation on the Zeehan and 
Dundas line at the time of the passing of that Act, and not exceeding that. VVell, that would be all 
satisfactory enough; but there is a saving clause, by which the Govemor in Council can alter these 
rates and cparges. That is where the trouble comes in. You, see, although the Government 
railway can quite easily reduce its rates and tolls and charges to a minimum-or even to a Joss, if · 
necessary-a private company could not possibly do so. And in the case of the Government 
exercising this right to reduce our tolls and charges to the point of loss, we wish to put it to arbitration, 
as to w bet.her it should or ·should not be so. That is the whole reason. 

205. That power has already b~en conceded to the Mount Lyell Company by their Act of 62 
Victoria, I think? Yes, sir; the Mount Lyell Company got the power in that Act. 

206. Now, referring to Section 12, Captain Ander:,on. You are-asking there that the special 
lease should be for the term of forty years, and it has been suggested tliat thirty should be the 
maximum, as it is in the Mount Lyell Act-what is the reason for your company asking for the 
additional ten years? Well, in asking for the additional length of time, we are making a promise 
of the expenditure of double the amount of money the Mount Lyell undertook. The Mount Lyell 
undertook to spend £200,000 ; we are spending double that, and so we ask for ten years longer. 

207. When the original Bill was before the House, the estimate of the cost of your railway 
was only £92,486 I 0s.? Yes; that was estimated on a 2 ft. 6 in. gauge. After that, we decided 
to raise debe11tures, and go to work on a larger scale altog·erher. 

208. And since then you have constructed the line on the larger gaug·e at much extra expense? 
That is so, sir. 

209. And it is because of that extra expenditure that you are asking for the powers under 
Clause 21 ? 'l'hat is it, sir. 

210. Now, Captain Anderson, what do you say with regard to these water rights givt>n in Clause 
22 and onward ? Well, I think Mr. Trent has very ably expressed all there is to say in connection 
with those clames. The company's intention is quite open, I may say; they don't require to be pro­
tected in any way whatever. They simply want to have enough water to carry on their operation~, 
and.make their mines pay their way. As I said just now, they don't want to be protected in any way 
whatever; but if"it is not considered objectionable in any way, we thought that, if the people about 

there asked us to supply them with water, we might be permitted to give it to them without com­
mitting a wrong act. Speaking as far as the company is concerned, if that clause is objected to, we 
should not object to it being taken out of the Bill, but the circumstances should be considered. By 
the means of this railway we have brought the population there, and by means of giving the popula­
tion necessary facilities, such as water and electric power, we should increase it. Many of the mines 
round there are very low-grade, and simply can't afford to put up a plant ; but if there is a large 
plant put up at our place, and we can supply them with power at a minimum rate of cost, they 
can go on and develop their properties, and probably turn out a very fine thing. 

21 l. Now, with regard to these water clauses: you are not in any way seeking to intl:lrfere 
with the Mount Lyell Company? Not at all. In talking of these things, we did not dream that 
we came within many miles of the Mount L;yell Company's in~rests'. 
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212. You don't think the proposed work;; ~a.n interfere with the Mount Lyell Company at all? 
I don't think they can. Whatever Bill passed, we should not be allowed to interfe1·e with the 
Mount Lyell Company's present works. They have all the water they require. If it were not so, 
they would get more_ Of course, if t\.ieir objection is based on some calculations of theirs looking­
further ahead, we are the first on the field, and it is not fair that thi~ water should be saved 
for anybody else .. Otherwise, that might apply in every case, and nobody could get any rights at 
all. . 

213. Now, with reference to Clause 27: I suppose the company has 110 objection to these 
charges for water being fixed by the Governor-in-Council? ~ ot the slightest. 

214. And, referring to Clause 33; Captain Anderson, the rights to charge wharfage and duck 
rates? Well, this is a clause I can't say I thoroughly understand myself; but one uf the directors 
wished it put into the Bill. It seems that, under the original Act, some doubt has arisen as to 
whether we have the right to charge these rates. We have the right to build piers and wharves, 
on condition that all classes of vessels may be allowed to come to them 011 payment of certain 
charges. Well, one of the directors reads that in this way : that if we charge a ship the dues 
that we can charge, which, in fact, we never have charged, the vessel has the right to land 
goods on the wharf, and people living in Kelly Basin could, if. they liked, come on to the pier 
and wharf with horses and carts, and take away their goods. On this point, according to our 
present Act, the directors doubt whether we would have the right to stop people coming along 
with horses and carts, and breaking up our piers and wharfs; and we maintain that we should 
have the right to prevent the destruction of our property, to handle the goods ourselves, and 
take them off the piers and wharfs in a proper manner by rail. We have already got by-laws 
passed which give us the right to charge; but, as I say, one of the directors did not think that 
was enough, and so we had this clanse put in. 
· 215. Then that section is merely to clear up a doubt? To clear· up a donbt, exactly. · 

216. By the .. Minister of Lands and lYorks.-Do I understand_, Captain Anderson, that you 
want the right to make a double charge: a charge for the ship and for the goods too? No; we 
are not going to charge the ship at all. I think, as a matter of fact,· that the charge for the 
ship could be cut out of the Bill altogether. 

217. By }Jr. Sadler.-What you really charge is wharfage rntes? Wharfage rates, yes. 
No ship is likely to come from Melbourne to Kelly Basin with ·all Kelly Basin cargo. Well, 
say that a ship of 500 tons brings twenty-five tons of cargo for Kelly Basin-if that ship were 
charged a shilling a ton on 500 tons the freight would not go near covering the clmrges. 

218. By M1·. Simmons.- In Section 34, you ask, first of all, for the right to purchase the 
clay reserve. Yes, sir. Well, that is a piece of land that has a very good body of day in it, 
away back some distance from our main line; but to get to it was the ,only difficulty. As a 
matter of fact, there are various other good bodies of clay about the place that onght to have been 
taken up in place of this. This land bas cost us altogether-including the brickworks and saw­
mills-about £23,000. I suppose the buildings on it have cost £10,000 ; making the land 
and filling up the swamp aqcounts for the remainder. No man in the world could possibly 
have gone there, had it not been for our cpmpany. Any value the land _has we have g;iven 
it, and we feel, at present, that we are being charged too high a rental-£2 I Os. per acre. We have 
.been putting in a small railway branch there, and we reckoned and measured the filling necessary 
for this work to be 5000 yards. Well, we have already put in 1700 yards without having 
accomplished our task yet, and we reckon it has gone duwn 13 feet. The place is absolutely a 
bog-hole, and, when I spoke to tb~ gentleman who came round for the Government, to value it­
Mr. Penny, I think it was,-I said the place is not worth a farthing a hundred miles, and he said, 
" No; but you have made it so." 

219. You also seek in that section for the power to purchase that other site of eight hundred 
acres, or a portion of it, at a price not to exceed £2 per acre? Yes. I consider that would be 
giving the Government a good deal too much for it. They will sell the best land in the country for 
£1 per acre, and here we are offering £2 per acre for the very wprst. The only reason we a,k this 
is, as I said just now, to satisfy the shareholders ; they feel more secure and much safer if they have 
a title in their property. 

220. Well, look at_ Section 35, Captain Anderson, will you-you know ·something about this 
question of the timber reserves? Well, I- have been in correspondence with Mr. Counsel about this 
matter: in fact, I have had some personal interviews with him. In our owu Act we have the right 
to take all the wood we require for any purpose whatever in connection with the railway, as long- as 
the railway is in.existence. During the construction of the railway the Minister, at. the time, very 
kindly reserved certain parts for us, so that they should not be interfered with by anybody else. 
Our line went through these reserves, and before we put the line there no one could get. near the 
reserves to take the woo<l. We are now asking the Govemment to reserve these places in the 
future for us, for all time, or as long as the line lasts; and to save all bother or rni~understanding 
as to which is the company's own wood for railway purposes, and whieh is the company's wood cut 
by licence, we have formulated a scheme to put so much royalty on ~Lll wood we get. We am 
willing to surrender our own rights to this wood, given us under our Act, and pay upon all we 
take ; and on that undertaking we ask the Government to reserve these sites for us. 

'fp.e witness withdrew. 
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FRIDAY, AUGUST 30. 1901. 

· MR. M. W. SIMMONS (instructed by Messrs. Simmons, Crisp, and Simmons) appeared for the 
North Mount Lyell Copper Company, Limited; and Mr. R. E. Macnaghten (instructed by 
Messrs. Butler, M'lntyre, and Butler) for the Mount Lyell :Mining and Railway Company, to 
object to certain clauses 0£ the Bill. 

J. F. ANDERSON, examin(ftion continued. 

Mr. J. F. Anderson was recalled, and further examine,d. 
221. By Mr. Simmons.-Referring to these timber reserves, Captain Anderson : will you 

explain how the royalty mentioned in this section has been fixed? Well, I will sta.rt from the 
commencement of it. The reason of it is, that in the original Act we had a right-and we have 
that right still-to take all the timber.that we could possibly require for the construction of the 
r:tilway .. _If you have got the Act _here, I can :ead out what it is. "The Companr m,~Y from 
time to time, for the purposes of this Act, £ell trmber and use and carry away the same, and so 
on. Well, we do that for the purposes of the Act. Among other things in Section 37, 
it says-" To erect and consti-uct any houses, wai-ehouses, goods sheds, offices, and other 
buildings, yards, stations, wharfs, engines, machinery, and apparatus, and other works and 
conveniences : To from time to time alter, repair, or discontinue the beforementioned works 
or any of them, and substitute others in their stead : To do all· other acts necessary 
for maintaining, altering, or repairing and working the railways." Well, when we first 
went there, knowing that we should require a lot of wood tor these purposes, the company 
put men to work, and cut down about a million feet ot pine wood in their reserves, but we 
were unable to get at that pine wood until the railway had passed the locality where it was lying 
cut. We have bought 500,000 feet, and we have pulled some of this wood out of the bush 
since -we have had the facilities for doing so, by our railway. The Minister thought we 
had cut this wood improperly. It is not so. We have taken legal opinion on the pointi 
and we find that what we did was perfectly justified under the Act. But the Minister has 
also taken legal opinion, and the opinion given to him is the reverse. The result was that 
the Minister was not quite satisfied, and w~ are not quite satisfied. I saw the Minister, 
and he said, "You draw out some sort of formula of what you propose to do.'' As. it is now, we 
have a right to the wood for certain purposes, and we must buy it for building the smelting workE' 
and certain other purposes. To do away with all that complication we proposed this arrangement. 
You see, we might cut a tree down for purposes of the railway, but it might happen that the 
tree wou_ld be used for other purposes; the general manager cannot watch every tree. Well, 
that, of ~ourse, might cause trouble, so I thought we had better have a royalty on all timber taken 
by the company, and have done with it. l proposed a royalty to Mr. M ulcahy-tenpence per 
thousand feet on pine, tenpence on hardwood, and a penny per ton for firewood. He agreed to 
the penny per ton on firewood, and he thought the royalty on h::i,rdwood might be reduced to 
sixpence, but he thought that two-and-six was a fair price to put on pine. I said I would rather 
go back to the old' method of licences than pay two-and-sixpence- for piue, and, eventually, he 
accepted one-and-six for the pine. As a positive fact, at the end of twenty years we shall have paid 
more to the Government for this concession than we should have paid if we l.'tad not 11;ot a concession 
at all. But it does away with all- friction and trouble, and it is better that that trouble should, be 
done away with. As a matter of fact, I know that four men with a good number of horses can 
easily cut down two pine-trees a day, and pull them out to a station, as the law says licensed men 
must do. That would be, say, 4000 feet of pine. The four men's.licences would cost 5s. 4d. per 
day; whereas, if I pay ls. 6d. a thousand feet on pine, I pay six shillings for the 4000 feet, a great 
deal more than if I had it cut by licence. Over and above all that, I am resigning all my rights to 
wood we can legally get for nothing. l t is done simply to clear up all doubt, and make everything 
clear, so that there will be no trouble in the 1 future. I am proposing to pay ·for the pine already 
cut in the bush. As far as the royalty paid on firewood is concerned, l think anybody 'here will 
bear me out that anyone with a licence of five shillings a month, or twopence a day, could bring in 
two loads daily. The price paid is five shillings per ton, and any man who can't bring.in two tons a 
day and earn ten shillings is not much of a man. So that the price we propose paying is quite as 
much as the Goverumeut ,mule! receive were the wood cut by licensed men. 

222. By 111r. Maf!naghten.-Mr. Simmons has suggested to me that, we should officially state 
what has been already unofficially sta.tcd : that we confine our objections to this Bill to the 
Sections which have already been mentioned, namely, 5 and 6, and 22 to 27, inclusive; I thought 
it was just as well to state that now. Captain Anderson, I understand, from your e.vidence-in­
chief that your desire is simply to protect the interests of your company? · That is all, sir. 

223. You don't want to interfere with any other body's rights a,t all? No, sir . 
. 224. Now, a suggestion was made yesterday, by the Minister of Lands with reference to 

Sections 5 ancl 6-a suggestion that something might be substituted for these. Would you have 
any objection to that, supposing your interests were still protected? No, I don't think there 
would be any objection to it if onr interests are protected. The object is really to get to 
mines that we consider as being our own, or mines that are affiilatecl with ourselves. 

225 .. And would you not be sufficiently pi·otected by the regulations of the Mining Act? 
No; that does not carry us far enough. 
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226. You know the Great Midland and West Coast Railway Company Act, 63 Victoria? 
No, I don't know it; never saw it. Of course there are questions that are better answered by Mr. 
Trent than by me, because he is a railway man, and I am not. 

· 227. The sections are;-" The Minister may from time to time, with the consent of the 
Governor in Council grant to the Promoters for the unexpired residue of' the term of the said lease a 
lease of any piece of Crown land, not exceeding one chain in width, for the construction thereon of' 
such branch lines of railway from the said railway to such termini within the boundaries of any land 
leased to the Promoters under Part XIII. of this Act, as ma.y be determined upon by the Promoter5, 
and approved by the Governor in Council." · 'l'hat refers to leases of branch lines of railways on 
land held by a company? I don't think that would meet our case. · 

228. Well, may I just finish-I will take the second part of the Section:-" Any such leases 
as last aforesaid, shall be subject to all the provisions •of this I Act, so far as the same may be 
applicable, and shall contain such of the provisions and stipulations hereby required to be con­
tained in the primary lease as the Governor in Council may think necessary or applicable to such 
branch lines or otherwise, and shall be renewable in like manner with the primary lease. Pro­
vided always, that no branch line of railway (other than a branch from the said railway to a 
terminus within the boundaries of any land to be granted to the Promoters as hereinafter 
mentioned), shall be sanctioned by the Governor in Council until such branch shall have been 
first authorised by a resolution of. both Houses of Parliament." What do you say to that·? 
That would not suit us at all, sir. It has nothing at all to do with us. 

229. Of course, Captain Anderson, we don't mean to imply that the wording should be 
exactly the same, but that the principle of sanction by the Governor in Council and a 
resolution of both Houses of Parliament should be adhered to. What do you think? The 
sanctioning of these branches by the Governor in Council and the Minister is not objected to· 
at all; but the reason why we object to the resolution of both Houses is that we take it that the 
Minister is the representative of Parliament, in a sense. The Houses are not in session during 
six or seven months of each year, and if we wanted a short branch that would not interfere with 
anybody and that Parliament would not think of objecting to, we might have to wait six or seven 
moll:ths before we could get. a resolution of both Houses, owing to the. Houses not being in 
sess10n. 

230. The objection, then, is that the Houses are not always sitting? Yes, that is the 
objection. , 

231. But I think the Minister showed yesterday that that objection might be got over? 
· In what way? , , 

232. It might be done with an easement, under the Mining Act? Well, we can do that 
without going to the House at all. We are going td the House for something we can't · get 
without. 

•233. But, as far as the delay is concerned, would it not be provided against in that way? 
No ; that would not meet our case. We can do that without going to the House, I understand. 

234. Now, I think I may take it that, so long as your interests are protected, you have no 
desire to interfere with anybody else? No; not. the slightest. All we wish to do is to get to the 
mines and get the ores away from them. The mines are useless if we cannot get to them. 

235. Now, Captain Anderson, is it not possible that, at some future time, you might want to 
go through the Mount Lyell property? Well, we have a right to go through in that case, unless. 
it was objectionable in some way, and we did harm to the Mount Lyell Company. 

236. No doubt you would have to pay compensation; but that is 11ot the point? We do not 
want to give compensation. You want to interfere with us doing our work. · 

237. No ; we do not want our work to be interfered with. Is not that it? But we could not 
be interfering with your work. · 

238. If these clauses are passed as they stand, is it not possible that you might in the future 
interfere with their working? I do not think so. I do not think we would be allowed to do so. 
The law would not allow it. 

239. Are you aware that Mr. Sticht i3 strongly opposed to these clauses, and on that ground ? 
I do not think that there is tlie slightest chance of our ever going near them. We wish to do our 
work, and I do not see any other way of doing it. You are amply protected. We cannot interfere 
with your working. I am not certain whether we. shall ever go on your property ; but we do not 
want to do it. We are not going· to the South Mount Lyell to get to the Comstock. 

240. I am talking of the future, Captain Anderson. Don't you think there is some warrant­
able ground for Mr: Sticht's objection to these two clauses? I don't see it; because I think Mr. 
Sticht is protected. You have had Mr. Trent on the railway matters ; ] am not supposed to 
know anything of railway matters. _ · · 

241. I understand, then, that, as far as this particular question is concerned, your evidence 
is not so valuable as Mr. Trent's? No, it is not. · 

242. Then, if Mr. Trent said yesterday that he had no objection to something else being 
substituted for these two clauses, his opinion, of course, is the one we ought to go by.? I don'.t 
know that Mr. Trent said that something else being substituted for the two cla1ises in question 
would suit the company. 

243. Now, is it not a fact, Captain Anderson, that under your former Act you had surveys 
made across some of the sections of the Mount Lyell Company? · And we can go there now, 
without any new ,Act at all. · 

f 
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244. Are not you trying to extend in that direction? No ; we are pot. We are looking 
after our own properties. We can cut ·across their property to-day, if we want to. · 

245. And if you do go across? I have told you we shall not. We are not going across 
their property with this line, at all events. I don't see anything we would gain by doing it. 

246. But supposing you change your mind-surely going across that property does interfere 
with their work? But we have the right, whether it interferes or not. 

247. Is it not a fact that you are trying to extend that principle? No; we are not. 
248 . .Now, with regard to Sections 22 to 27 : these are the sections. dealing with the water­

power--did not your company abandon those water powers when your Bill of 1897 was before the 
Committee? I was not here, sir, and do not know. . 

249. And you cannot tell me that? No. . 
250. Yo_u don't, in any way, seek to get a monopoly? No; not in the slighest, sir. 
251. By tlte Chairman.-This Section 5, Captain Anderson-you can do nothing, then, with-

out the route being first approved by the Minister? No. · · 
252. So, that if you contemplated cutting through the Mt. Lyell, or any other company's 

property, the plans would be first submitted to the Minister ? Yes ; we have no idea of doing any­
thing that is wrong. _ We want to work with certain mines that cannot b~ worked without the line. 

253. By 1J'Jr. llall.-You represent the North Mount Lyell, do you not, Captain Anderson­
Tasmania's representative for them? Well, no; I can't say that I am exactly in that position. I 
·am on the directorate at the present moment; and I may be over here permanently. 

254. Would you object, in Clauses 5 and 6, to the addition of the words "with the consent 
of the Minister of Lands and the approval of the Governor in Council? No, sir. 

255. Because, you see, these particular clauses give the whole power to the Minister? Yes, 
sir; the Minister was brought in instead of the House, for the reasons I have stated. 

256. The matter would be first submitted to the Minister, and he would get the consent of 
the Governor in Council? We would have no objection to that. 

257. Well, now, dealing with Sections 22 to 27. You claim, or seek to obtain, under Clause 22, 
the exclusive .monopoly of the whole of the water, not confining the water to any particular area. 
You seek to obtain the right to divert any rivers, streams, or watercourses on unoccupied Crown 
land ? Yes, sir. 

258. And a portion of that water _you propose to supply to miners and inhabitants ot 
Gormanston, Kelly Basin, and Crotty. Now~ I suppose you saw this BiH during the course of 
its preparation? Yes. . · 

259. Are the Committee to understand, then, Captain Anderson, that you seek in this Bill, 
and are desirous of obtaining, the whole and sole control of all the water in these particular 
districts? Oh, no. 

260. Then, you would have no objection to an amendment of that section? Oh, no, sir. As 
far as the supply of water to the public is concemed, it i~ really immaterial to us. 

261. But you must look at it in this way, Captain Anderson. Mr. Trent pointed out that 
your wliole object is to induce the people to settle there? Yes. . 

262. Well, when you have induced them to settle, they cannot exist without water. 'l'hat is 
why I want to know whether you would have any objection to a limit. You see, when you come 

. to Clause 28, we read: "Every person who, not having ag-reed to be supplied with water by the 
company, shall take any water from any reservoir, dam, aqueduct, sluice, or race belonging to the 
company,or from any other work or place containing water belonging to the company, shall forfeit 
to the company for every such offence a sum not exceeding 'l'en Pounds." You have read that 
clause, I suppose? Yes; but-- ' 

263. By tlie Chairman.-That only applies to water taken from a reservoir, or something of the 
kind. It does not prevent them from going to a river for water? No. _ 

264. By Mr. I-fall.- But, if I am a resident, and care to pay the company, say, £1 a month 
for the supply of water to my residence, and I go to a reservoir or race, and take a: bucket of water, 
I am liable to a penalty of Ten Pounds. Section 22 gives power to lay down pipes, mains, and 
everything else ?' Yes. 

The Chairman : No-one has a right to go to a reservoir and take water. You could not go to 
the Hobart reservoirs and take water from them. 

265. By Mr. Hall: There are municipal by-laws, under which they are allowed to supply 
persons:,with water for household purposes. We have not found out from Mr. Trent or Captain 
Anderson the terms on which this water will be sold, and if the Committee come to give the 
company the whole right to that water, they may say to the residents, "You have to take the water, 
and we shall charge you whatever we please for it. We know that Mr. Trent and Captain 
Anderson would not do that; but they are only officials of a company .. 

J.v.lr. Simmons: We have no objection to an amendment providing that the charges can be 
fixed by the Governor in Council. . 

266. By Mr. HaLL.-Then, you would have no objection to that, Captain Andersori? No, 
sir; but I may say, while I am talking about the water, that I don't anticipate that anybody will 
require the water. Take my own case-I have lived in Kelly Basin for over a yP-ar-1 can get 
more water than ever 1 want to use, without buying water from anybody. . 

267. That is all very well; but you are putting up enormous works, and_ are g·oing the right . 
way to establish a large population. Some of those you may have to supply may be a class of 
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men who, perhaps, may be a nui1;ance to your company, more than otherwise. You might charge 
anything? Well, as I said just now, the rainfall is sufficienfto give a good supply from the roof 
of my cottag·e, as far as my experience goes. It has been so in my case with one.tank-sufficient 
for domestic purposes and for working·. 

26fJ. Now, with reference to these nineteen acres. You seek to obtain them by paying a sum 
not exceeding £ l per acre. Is this land suitable for building allotments'? Well, yon conkl 
build on some of it, sir ; especially as we now put earth there that makes it possible to build 
on it. 

269. I take it, Captain .Anderson, that the object of your company is to secure these nineteen 
acres of land, and when you get it, to do what you like with it? Well, we don't mean to sell 
blocks of it. We shall work it as a clay area, and, perhaps, allow the people working at the 
brickworks and sawmills to lodge on it, and be handy to their work. 

270. You seek to purchase this land, and do as you like with it when you get it ? Well, 
that is what it comes to. Our b1;ickworks and sawmills are there; and as to them, we have nothing 
to do; what had to be clone, is done. All the works are in operation, and we have made some­
thing like two millions of bricks already. There are two lines of railway rm1ning over it. It is on 
the foreshore, near the main railway, but it is really some distance from the township, althoug-h it is 
nominally in it. You see, the town area. is about as large as Liverpool, and it ought not to be. It 
is a good mile from the town ; but it is in the township a;s allotted by the Government. 

271. At one point here on the plan it just touches the foreshore'! It just crosses our railway. 
The railway works in it. . 

272. The land is perfectly worthless? Well, no ; it was. 
273. Then your, whole objection, I take it, Captain Anderson, is this : you want to secure a fee 

simple of this piece of land, to prevent interference in the future with the carrying-on of your brick­
works and sawmills-that is the object? Yes; that is so. And then the question of finance steps in. 
English shareholders don't like an improper title. · 

The witness withdrew. 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 1901. 

MR. M. W. SIMMONS (instructed by Messrs. Simmons, Crisp and Simmons) appeared for the 
North Mount Lyell Copper Company, Limited, and Mr. R. E. Macnaghten (instructed by Messrs. 
Butler, M'lntyre, and Butler) for the Mount Lyell Mining and ~ailway Company, tu object to 
certain clauses of the Bill. 

.. 
R. C. STICHT, called and examined. 

274. By Mr. Macnaghten.-,Vhat is your foll name, Mr. Sticht? Robert Carl Sticht. 
275. And you live--? At Queenstown. . 
276. And you are General Manager of the Mount Lyell Company? Yes, sir. 
277. Now, with regard to this Bill, will you turn to Sections 5 and 6, please-but, first of 

all, may I ask if you have read this Bill through? Yes, Mr. Macnaghten. 
278. Well, now, will yon please tell us what are your views, so far as the interests of the Mount 

Lyell Company are concerned, with reference to these two clauses? Well, the ~VIount Lyell Com­
pany finds that the verbal expression of the clauses is rather vague, and, to a certain extent, involved, 
so that the powers of the North Mount Lyell Company are not sufficiently technically defined as 
it is customary to define powers in .Acts of this kind. In Clause 5 the approval of the Minister 
is required to any branches ; but there is no mention of any Parliamentary sanction, and that 
ought to be introduced. ·Under Clause 6 no reference is made to approval by the Minister or 
Governor in Council, nor to Parliamentary sanction. ·Clause 6, of course, gives more extended 
powers than Clause 5; in fact, Clause 5 might be considered to be a special application ·of the 
powers granted in Clause 6. And in the case of Clause 5, I may point out that it has been cus­
tomary heretofore, when branch lines are required, for certain plans, . showing precisely where 
such lines are to be run, to be deposited first, before permission is given to construct them, either 
by the :Minister, by the Governor in Council, or by the Houses of Parliament. There is no 
refer'ence to that restriction in this Bill. 

279. By the Chafrman.-You might confine yourself more to the objection of the Mount 
Lyell Comp:tny to this Bill? The objection of the ,Mount Lyell Company follows, as a matter 
of course, on what I h:tve just said; jnasmnch as the conferring of any of these vague powers 
might afterwards interfore with the powers we possess at the present time, or the powers we may 
want to acquire in the future. 

280. By Mr. il'Iacnaghten.-Coming back to Clause 5, then: you think that that clause 
would injure the Mount Lyell Company ? Yes; as it stands now, it certainly could be made to 
injure the l\iount Lyell Company, in allowing any route to be approved by the Minister only. 
That route might pass within the reduction works of the Mount Lyell Ccimpany-within a few 
feet of it. 
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281. By the Chafrman.-Now, is it likely the Minister would let another company"s line go 
through your reduction works : put a reasonable construction on it~is it likely? No, it is not 
likely, certainly ; but lines might certainly be made to cross some portion of our leases. 

282. B:IJ Mr. Macna_ghten.-Then we understaud you to say, that Clause 5 would directly 
injure the Mount Lyell Company? It might be .so interpreted as to injure our interests; 
because the description of the routes is too ambiguous and too liable to an interpretation which 
might interfere with our line and the various rights which we already have, or are likely to 
acquire. Because our policy, like that of the North Mount Lyell Company, is also one of 
expansion, naturally. · 

· 283. Do you-know Clause 12 of the original Act: if tha:t were slightly modified, would not 
that be sufficient for the North Lyell Company? · 

111ft. !::hmmons objected: The objection of the Mount Lyell Company is to two clauses, 
I take it; and only so a.s to show that the interests of the Mount Lyell Company are to be 
prejudiced by these clauses. We have to pay for all this matter ; and what is the use of taking 
up time by discussing matters as to whether something else would or would not injure the Mount 
Lyell Company ? 

Objection over-ruled. 
284. By Mr. Macnaghten.-W ell, Mr. Sticht, do you think that Section 12 of the original 

Act, with any modification, would meet their. requirements? Well, I <lare say that could be 
effected to the satisfaction of the North Lyell Company itself, as well as that of the .\fount 
Lyell Company. · 

285. Have you any other suggestions to make as to these clauses? Oh, I don't know that 
it is necessary for me to make suggestions ; because I am not formulating any clause myself. I · 
am simply stating what might _interfere with our own interests or rights. I would simply suggest 
that precedents should be followed in these matters. 

286. It was suggested to the Committee-you were not here, Mr. Sticht; but it was sug­
gested by Mr. Hall, or by the Honourable the .Minister of Lands, that they could get the same 
privileges by resolution .of Parliament. Would that satisfy you? I think so. That would only 
meal). the addition of certain clauses we find in other Bills. We have one in the Queenstown and 
Gormanston Tramway Bill which does not allow us to make any branches without t,he sanction 
of both Houses of Parliament-a principle laid down, I believe, in other Acts also. There could 
be no objection taken to that by anybody. 

287. And that is a. course that would be ·approved of by you? We would not object to it. 
I am not in a position to suggest what the Government should do. Referring again to qause 5, 
I might state that the original Clause 12 of the old Act limits the branches to a length ·of five 
miles. From my own point of view, 1 quite appreciate the desire. of the North Mount Lyell 
Company to have their distances exrended; but, to leave it indefinite, and tu say merely that the 
branches are to be made within the vicinity of Mount Lyell, Mount Darwin, or Mount Jukes, along 
any routes that may be approved, provides for much more than five miles. These branches might be 
extended to such an extent that the main line uf the North Lyell Company would, in the end, only 
be a branch of them. It is quite possible; and for that and similar reasons, [ think the North 
Lyell Company should be quite willing to submit plans of any branch of that kind to the Governor 
in Council, or some other body, and statedennitely where any branch is to be taken. Much the 
same is true of Clause 6. 

288. Now, Mr. Sticht, will yon turu to Sections 22 to 27: what do you sa~· about this power 
propo;aed to be conveyed; first of all, nuder Section 22 ? Well, there is a certain lack of precision 
in the way the powers are formulated, which is quite parallel to the lack of precision in Clause 6, as 
far as the branch lines are ~oncerned. If the clause is carefully considered, you will find it conveys 
the rig·ht, not alone to conserve water for the purposes of dectric light, energy, power, &c., in the 
vicinity of Mount Lyell, Mount Darwin, an<l Mount Jukes, but also on any u11occupied Crown lands, 
in addition to Crown lands helcl by the company ; and it is possible that my own company might also 
have some desires in that respect; and these extensive powers given to the North Lyell Company 
under the provisions of this clause, without making it necessary for them to go through the ordinary 
pro<!ess of applying for a water-right, are somewhat inimical to our interest, as well as that of other 
people. As has been said before, the clause practically gives the North Mount Lyell Company the 
monopoly of all the water of a very large district; and the expression " unoccupied Crown lands" 
might be interpreted to mean any other la.nds anywhere else in Tasmania-11ot alone Mount Darwin, 
Muunt Lyell, and Mount J, ukes. The company mig-ht go to other places, apparently, just as they 
pleased. I am, also, not very clear whether this clause would not override any water-rights such as 
we possess. 

289. By the Minister of Lands and rVorks.-Are all your water-righte held under the 
Mining Act, Mr. Sticht?_ Yes. 0£ course, they are in'corporated under our special leases in 
the ordinary way. My own impressiol) is that that would be a sufficient safeguard for the North 
Lyell Company's interests, too. The water question-much as it rains on the West Coast-is 
rather a_serious one; because, with the many competitors there now, and the large number that 
will no doubt be arising in the future, the quantity of water is, after all, insufficient, and not very 
large. The object of the North Lyell Company in that clause is, of comse, to get the right 
to conserve the water. However, once that is done, it rriay interfere with any man who is getting 
water from the same river now. Such a man could have utilised it withm1t a dam, but he will 
have to pay tribute to the :N' orth L;rell Compan;r, just because they haye tl;irown a dam across 
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We may in the future be in the position of -that man ; and 

290. By Mr. Macnagltten.-W ell, Mr. Sticht, Mr. Trent, in his evidence, ha!? repeatedly 
stated, "We have no wish to monopolise the water." Arc we to unde1·stand that you say this 
section does give a monopoly? . A practical monopoly, as it stands. . I have no doubt it would 
result in a monopoly. 

291. And you think that monopoly would extend not only to land in the vi<'inity of Mount 
Lyell, Mount Darwin, and Mount Jukes, but also to all unoccupied Crown l:rnd in the State? 
Well, I think it reads that way here. I may be mistaken ; but I think it reads like that. 

292. And that might serious1y interfere with your right? Undoubtedly, it might. It 
might hamper us in getting other water-rights we might be desirnus of obtaining in the ordinary 
way. In fact, I am not sure that that clause as it stands does not interfere with rights we now 
possess. , 

293. Now, with regard to your own position, Mr. Sticht: how do you get your water-power? 
We have no water-power ; but we use water for other purposes. 

294. I mean how do you acquire your water-power? You mean, I think, how do we get the 
water we use. 

295. Yes ? Well, part of it is pumped·; and some is run in by means of flumes, and races, 
and ditches, and some by piping. We obtain it under the Mining Act. 

296. And you find that sufficient? We find that sufficient-yes. The only distinction in 
our case is that the water-right does not allow us to charge for it to anyone to whom we may let 
part of this water. . · ·. 

297. But you get your water under the Mining Act, and you find it quite sufficient for your. 
purposes? Oh, yes ; -we consider that is all we will ever require.. , 

298. And do you see any reason why this other company should have any other right than 
you have got? No ; but their object is, of course, that they want to get a rental £rom their• 
rights. · 

299. How much wate1· a day do you use· for the smelters? At the smelting works, we use 
three million gallons of wa~er in twenty-four hours. 

300. And how many sluice-heads does that repres~nt? It represents about fifteen sluice­
heads. I may say that the measurement of water is a subject liable to misconceptions in minds 
not accustomed to it. Three million gallons of water a day sounds like a very large quantity; 
but it is only the result of fifteen sluice-heads-each about twenty-four cubic feet a minute. So 
that a company that applies for a hundred sluice-heads may evidently apply for more water than 
it may actually require. · '. · · . · 

30 I. Well, is there anytl~ing else you would wish t<;> say with regard to that section ? I see 
there is no reference to the payment of any fees in it; and if water-rights to this extent are permitted 
to the North Lyell Company, there is no reference here to any payment to be made to the Govern­
ment, nor for.any measurement of the water, so as to reimburse the Government. 

302. By the Chairman.-That is a question of general principle, you know. I think, Mr. 
Sticht, you are here more to show the reasons affecting the Mount Lyell Company in their objections 
to this Bill ; not to go into general questions of policy ? Well, of course, I was asked---

303. By the Minister of Lands and Works.-You suggest, Mr. Sticht, that your company is 
likely to be injuriously affected? Yes. 

304. Well, the Committee have to satisfy themselves as to that, on the evidence. You 
have merely to show your ebjection to the clausP.? Of course, the clause is a very wide one. It.is 
impossible to say just which mine will or will not be affected. I understand tbat the water­
rights are mostly to be in other parts of the district, altogethe::r away from· us; but, as I said just 
now, it is impossible to say what the future will bring. My Company, at present, has no holding .it 
Mount ,Jukes, but in the future we might want to acquire some sh~re of the water about there. 
This clause might also interfere with certain rights we already possess at Mount Lyell. In the case 
of an existing water-right, under the present or any of the older Mining Acts, of course, such 
interference is excluded: because the Ministerial sanction is required, in the first place. 

305. By Mr. JJt.lacnaghten.-Y.ow, Mr. Sticht, will you look at question and answer 28 of 
the evidence given before this Committee: Mr. Trent is asked, "Would it be possible for your 
company, under this Bill, to do anything prejudicial to the Mount Lyell Company ? " And the 
answer is, "No, I don't think so, unles:i they wanted the earth," and so on. What do you say to 
that? Oh, I don't know. I don't know what I need say to a statement of, that kind. I could 
say, we don't want the earth; but that it seems as if the North Lyell Company wanted the 
water. ,. 

306. Do you agree that this Bill w9uld do no harm to you, unless you were eager to possess 
the whole earth ? No. The next portion of the answer really has a greater bearing on ourselves. 
The experience of the North Lyell Company itself shows that what I say is correct. Sayings 
of this kind, about "owning the earth," don't weigh against the wording of an Act. What is said 
here may be the personal intention of the present incumbents· of the offices of the N_or~h Lyell 
Company; but that does not alter the facts as to the expression of the company's desires, as 
shown in the way' the Bill is now drafted. · 

307. By Mr. Simmons.-The ground of the petition "presente.d by your company to the 
House, is that your rights-the rights of the Mount Lyell Company-would be serionsly 
prejudiced by the :passage of this Bill. Now, you have limited your objections to Clauses 5 and, 
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6, and to the water clauses. Will you look at Clause 5, and tell me precisely in what way the 
Mount Lyell Company considers its interests would be prejudiced by the passage 0£ that clause? 
W-e consider that the Mii;iisterial sauction to approve of the routes ,between the points mentioned 
is not a sufficient safeguard, and might prejudice us. 

308. In what way? Because it might be used- to get consent to pass a line through certain 
lands of ours, in such a way as to stop our operations and interfere with our working. 

309. Do I ,understand, then, that your company objects to any tramlines being run through 
your sections ? JS' o ; not with proper sanction. , 

310. Your objection is this: that a line Il!.ight run through your reduction works, as you put it 
'just now, or some other important part of your company's works? Yes. 

:3] l. That is your objection? Yes. 
312. And you think the Minister might approve of a route to run through your important 

'works? Possibly, he might. 
313. And that is the ground of your objection to Clause 5? Yes. 
3] 4. Do I understand you to say that the same objection applies to Clause 6 ? Very similarly. 
315. Have you_any- other objections to Claus~s 5 and 6, so far as your particular company is 

concerned? Only those of a general nature, that f have just mentioned. It is impossible to know 
how these lines will interfere with any specific right under, powers we may possess, until we know 
where these lines will be. 

316. Can you mention any particular way in which your company would be prejudiced? Yes. 
317. In what way? Suppose they desired to take a branch to Mount Darwin, or, rather, from 

Gormanston, via Queenstown, to Mount Darwin. That is practically an impossible route from 
an economic point of view ; but not from an engineering point of view-now-a-days they can go 
pretty nearly anywhere. That route might be approved by the Minister, and it would be a direct 
interference with rights we possess, because the line would have to cross our leases. 

3 I 8. It would run across-your leases ; that is an objection? Yes. 
319. But, on a mining easement, under the Mining Act, i;; can run across your leases now? 

Yes, it might-a tramway ; but this is a railway route I am talking of. 
320. Do you see any difference, under the Mining Act, between a railway route and a tram­

way line? Well, that is a question that I should be posted on, before expressing any opinion. 
Very often a mining easement is quite as good as a railway Act would be. , 

321. What I want you to clearly explain is, in what way the Mount Lyell Company would 
be pt·ejudiced by the passage of this clause. You said, just now, that you had no objection to 
your section being crossed; and your plea was, that a Minis't~r might approve a route through 
some of your important works? Well, 0£ course, we would object to that. We would not 
tolerate that. 

322. Now, I ask you again : is that your objection to Clauses 5 and 6 0£ the Bill? , Will 
you kindly tell me what you mean by that? 

323. Is your ground 0£ objection the fear that your company has, that the Minister niight 
approve a route passing through your important works? Yes. 

324. That is your ground of objection to Clauses 5 and 6? Yes, that is the ground-one 
ground. 

325. Now, any modification 0£ these clauses, which would require the approval 0£ the 
Governor in Council, or the sanction 0£ -Parliament, would remove your objection? Yes, sir; it 
would. 

~26. Entirely ? Yes; stated in a few words, that is the case. 
327. You admit that, on the West Coast, tramways are a necessity?. Oh, yes; decidedly. 
328. And that it would be a great advantage to many mines to have the assistance 0£ such 

tramways? Yes; quite right. -
329. And that they' would enable many sections to be worked profitably, which otherwise could 

not be worked at all? Yes; quite right. 
330. Now, with regard to Section 22. It has been stated in evidence that the company pro-

. pose to take water from the Trevally River, the Fish Creek, the Baxter Rjver, the Governor River, 
the Tofft River, and their tributaries, and possibly from two ponds at the head of the fish Creek. 
Now, can you suggest, in any way, that the rights of your coriipany would be prejudiced if the 
North Lyell Company had power to take water from these rivers or centres? No ; not the present 
rights. -

33 J. It is only on your mind that you might want to do something in the future? Yes . 
. 332. You cannot suggest any way in which taking waters from these rivers would prejudice 

any of your existing rights? Not at the present time. 
333. Nor any of your contemplated operations? , Not at this mome11t. 
334. Then, again, Mr.'Sticht, would it not be an advantage to some of the mineral sections 

about that district if they could be supplied with motive-power at reasonable rates, without the 
expense· of providing their own plant ? That is a technical question that I could not give a 
sweeping answer to. , I don't know. 

3i5. But that is so in many cases, you think? Oh, yes; that is so in many cases. 
336. And it might be an advantage to people to be supplied with water at reasonable rates? 

Very often people having advances of that kind made to them, object to the offer, and won't have 
anything· to do with it, · , 
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337. Still, it might be an ad vantage? Yes, it might be an ad vantage in some cases. 
3_38. By Mr. 1Jlacna_qliten.-Mr. Sticht, you said, just uow, in n,uswer to Mr. Simmons, that. 

one of your grounds of objec.tion was your fear of the Minister sanctioning· a line to go over 
your important works. In saying· that, you did nut withdraw what you had said before : that there 
were other general grounds of oujection? Which general grounds do you mean? 

339. You objected to the clauses before, on the general ground of their indefiniteness? Yes. 
The Chairman: Mr. Sticht is here on behalf of the ,Mount Lyell Company, and their interests. 

As a public question, the public can rely on their own representatives. 
340. By Mr. JIJacnaghten.-But, 1\'lr. Sticht, did yon not g·ive those reasons as affecting your 

company-this reason of indefiniteness, for instance ? N_ot at the present moment; out it might be. 
341. And it was not the interests of the public you were cousidei·ing, but the interests of the 

Mt. Lyell Cornpany? Decidedly. · . 
342. And you still adhere to your o~jection, on that ground? Oh, yes; most decidedly; and 

from the way in which these clauses are printed at the present time, there is no doubt that they might 
be interpreted so as to injure us. ' 

343. By thf- Chairman.-On Section 5, Mr. Sticht: you say the route is not sufficiently defined, 
and no Parliamentary sanction is required in the Bill; and you draw attention to this fact, that otllP.r 
Acts have got that proviso-notably the Queenstown.and Gormanston- Tramway Act? Yes; and 
the Midland Railway Act; and, I think there are some others, too. _ 

::!44. I suppose th.at you are aware that these provisions, to obtain Parliamentary sanction for 
branches under railway Acts, followed the great row there was over the Emu Bay Railway, with 
reference to the branch line there-you know that, prior to that, a branch was made? Not exactly ; 

, I--- . 
345. You know, at any rate, that that provision was not in the. Great \-Vestern Railway Bill? 

No, I do not. 
346. Now, what is the difference between coming before the Minister or the Governor in 

Council with plans, and getting sanction in that way, and getting a resolution of both Houses of 
Parliament? I should prefer the latter, myself. 

347. Why? Because it seems to me that the powers would be greater. 
348. Would it not be a greater convenience to have to go before the Governor in Council than 

to have to wait for Parliament? In such an instance, I would recommend my company not to con-
sider that point at all. · 

349. Have you any reasou to think that, in submitting plans to the Governor in Council, they 
would decide without consulting all the parties interested? Yes. 

350. Do you think that is_possible? Yes; it has been done. 
351-. In America, or in Tasmania? In Tasmania. 
352. Can you give us an instance of that? In the case of the tramway-which is 2-ft. 

gauge, and not a railway, which the North Lyell Company has laid from its mine to its ore-bin at 
the top of our haulage line, from which bin we carry their ore down to our reduction works. 

353. But that instance you are citing was done for your convenience, was it not? Yes, 
partly; but they passed over some other companies' sections, I am quite certain. I would not lay 
much stress on that; 

354. What I asked you was this : have you any rea~on to suppose that the Governor m 
Council would sanction a route for a line without rP.ference to the pai·ties interested? No. 

355. But you said, just. now, that you thought it was possible? I think it is possible-yP.s. 
356. But you know, in a case of this kind, that, if wrong were done, the Minister would be 

answerable to Parliament? 0 h, certainly. · 
357. And, as far as your company is concerned, would you say you had not a foll confi­

dence in the action of the Governor in Council'? I am only an officer of this company at the 
present moment. We have to consider the future. My company is not a thing of one day. It 
might be just as well to provide against every loophole of any kind. That is usually done, you 
know. 

358. But, it is not usual, where there is a company owning a railway, that they should go to 
Parliament for every little, tramw·ay_ they want?- But you jnst said yourself, or I understood, 
that this is an improvement on the old Acts. 

359. Oh, no. I said it is an innovation that has _been brought in since feeling was excited 
between the Government and the Emu Bay. Company. Anyhow, you say that a line crossing 
your property or leasehold would interfere with you? Yes; if it were not in a proper place. 

360. But if they did any damage to you-that is, to the property of the Mount Lyell 
Company-you would be compensated, would you not? I expect we would-yes. 

361. If it were in the interests of the public that a line ~hould go there, you would have no 
objection, I suppose, if you were fully and properly compensated? Of course, the Minister and 
the Houses of Parliament can override all our objections. 

362. You know the Mount Zeehan line, in Zeehan? Yes. 
363. That was all taken away for public purposes? Yes; but at present it is not in the 

public interest that another line should be built, in thi_s case. 
364. Why not? Well, there does n_ot seen to be any need. 
365. Is it not in the public interest that there should be competition? No ; because our 

rates are fixed by ~arliament. 
366. The maximum rate is fixed; not the minimum rate,-I think? They are fixed according_ 

to this Bill. 
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367. I think only the maximum rate is fixed. They can't charge beyond a certain amount; 
but they, can carry goods for nothing, surely. · 

The i.v.linister of Lands and Works: I don't think Mr. Sticht has offered any objection on the 
question of rates. 

The Chairman : I am going on the ground that two lines would foster competition. 
The lYiinister of Lands and Worhs: That is a matter of arg·ument. What the witness wants 

to show is that this Bill n;iight interfere with his company. 
Witness: The interests -of the Mount Lyell Company can be safely placed in the keeping 

of any clause which stipulates that the routes shall be approved by the Minister, and which contains 
the other provision that they must also be approved by resolution of both Houses of Parliament. 

368. By tlte Chairman.-Tbe object of referring the matter to the Governor in Council is, I 
take it, to save time, and to save the expense of going- to Parliament for sanction for every little 
branch. Would not your company be satisfied to leave the justice of issue to the Governor in 
Council? Oh, I am quite certain, Mr. Chairman, that you will make an entirely satisfactory 
amendment. . ' 

369. Do you say that your company will be satisfied so long as the route has to be apµroved 
by the Governor in Council? I "think they should go before Parliament. 

370. But, you see, there is the question of expense. lf it were only a matter of half a mile of 
line, you would have to go before Parliament? W, ell, we have a clause to that effect in our Gor­
manston Tramway Bill. 

371. That is only a tramway. I don't know that you would be entitled ~o any branches at all 
in the case of a small tramway like that. In your evidence just now, you said that this main line of 
the North Lyell Company's might becqme a branch if their other branches were extended beyond 
a certain point. W ou Id it not still be the main artery ? These are questions you cannot qecide 
without knowing what is prop-osed. · 

372., By the MinistM· of Lands and Works.-Y ou are not offering any objection to this Bill, 
Mr. Sticht, on the ground that it is in any way affecting, or likely to affect, the interests of your 
railway, as a railway, are you? Yes. The sweeping·nature of the powers proposed in Clauses -5 
and 6 has so~ne bearing on our railway operations. 

373. Well, will you tell us in what way ? Just in the way intimated to the Chairman 
just now. . 

374. Yo~ think that, on account of the indefiniteness of the clauses, a branch line could be 
projected over the range on to your side ? Yes. Let me say, here, that, of eourse, we are not afraid 
of competition. \Ve would be perfectly willing to allow anything making for. competition to take 
place, providing that provision was made to have those two things I have suggested here introduced; 
then, of course, we would ·have no further reason for objection. . 

. 375. By the C!tairm.an.-In other words, you simply want a safeguard ? Yes. Our 
oppositionis not in the nature of animosity, at all; but, as you say, we want a safeguard put in 
the Bill. 

370. By the Minister of Lands and Works.-Take the following proviso-Sub-section 3, 
Section 8-of the Great Midland and West Coast Railway Company's Bill. It provides that 
before permission to construct" a branch line, other than a branch line through the ·company's own 
property, is obtained, the matter mm,t be submitted to Parliament, and sanctioned by a resolution 
of both Houses. Then, this proviso -goes on :-" Provided, that before any .such resolution is 
proposed, at least fourteen days' notice of motion be given in the House in which it is first 
introduced, and that previously an advertisement of intention to move the same shall have been 
published once a year for two consecutive weeks in the, Gazette,. an<l in one· or more public 
_newspapers published in Hobart and Launceston, and in one or more public newspapers published 
in or nearest to the district affected by the proposed branch lines, and that an interval of ten days 
shall elapse between the passing of the resolution in one .house an<l its confirmation in the other." 
With such a proviso as that, applying to all important branches, your company would be satisfied? 
I have not studied it, but I believe so ; because we are quite willing to take the decision of the 
Government. 

377. And you would be content to add the words contained in this Midland Railway Act? 
Oh, yes.· But we are not in a position to say to the Government what shall be done, and how it 
shall be carried out. · 

· 378. Do you conserve watei_; at all," Mr. Sticht? No ; only in a very small way, at present. 
W e•have considered the question before now, but it has not been necessary to undertake it on a 
large scale, 

379. You have never thought of it seriously·? We have; but there is only _one place 
where we are consei;ving any water at present. vV e have a reservoir of 300,000 gallons. 

380. Have you any scheme of conservation in -view? Yes. We have investigated it ; · but 
it has never seemed worth while. We get our principal supply, you know, from the Queen 
River. 

•381. You find the Mining Act gives you all necessary facilities for obtaining what you 
require? Yes ; so far, we have not found it necessary to secure anything under any other Act. 
We have not had, as yet, to build any large dam. · 

382 .. You know the Mining Act authorises you to construct dams? Yes, sir. 
383. So far as your company is concerned, you have not found any necessity for special 

rights with regard to water? No, we ha.ve not. 

.. 
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384. Simply general rights? Simply general rights, as you say:, 
385. Does your company, as a company, hold the rights of the Queenstown and Gormanston 

tramway? Yes. 
386. As a company? As a company. 
387. Are those rights still extant? Yes. 
388. They have not been forfeited? Not yet. 
389. May I ask if there is any intention on your company's part of constructing· that line, 

Mr. Sticht? Our intention has been sincere all along. 
390. To construct the line? Yes; because otherwise it would have been no use buying the 

rights. 
391. I am aware that, at the time you purchased, there was that intention, and it still exists, 

you say ? The survey has been made. 
392. Does your company offer any opposition to the proposed extension of a 2ft. gauge line 

from this company's present terminus \it Gormanston, on account of such a line conflicting with the 
rights your company has under such Tramway Act? No. I don't think the lines would conflict 
very much, except, perhaps, at the beginning of the proposed line from Gormanston up. There is 
one point about that place where they would conflict. 

393. Do you not know, as a matter of fact, that your company did object? Yes, I know we 
did object in regard to a proposed branch line; bµt the Minister would not recognise the objection, 
for ·the simple reason that our rights were not sufficient at that time. 

· 394. Do you remember the principal ground of your objection? No, I don't remember that. 
395. Then I will tell you what the ground- of objection was. One ground of objection was 

that there was only one possible p_racticable route, and that two companies could not travel over the 
same ground, and could not coustruct two linP.s on the same ground-do you recollect that? Yes; 
the routes come within a few feet of each other, owing to the singular topography of the land. 

396. Would there be any such. reason existing at the present time-would that reason, if it still 
exists, affect any branch likely to be constructed under these sections? Yes, indeed; there would be 
such reasons, as the configuration of this land is so peculiar that two lines competing with each 
other would have to run practically on the_same roadway, in places. 

397. Is it, then, in protecting your interests from being possibly threatened through want of 
proper definitions.in this Bill, that you object? Now, you have just put it in a nutshell, Mr. 
Mulcahy. We o-bject, owing to what we consider the want of proper definition in the Bill. 

398. By 1l1r. Gaffney.-Mr. Sticht, in Clauses 22 to 27: these streams and rivers that the 
North Lyell Company are asking the right to take the water from-are any of them supplying any 
water to the Mount Lyell Company in any way ? There are no streams formulated or specified 
in the clause, Mr. Gaffney. 

399. Do you know of any company that have sent any plans to the Government with the 
object of acquiring branch lines? Any other company, you mean? 

400. Yes. Do you know of any company which rP.quires branch lines, and has sent in plans 
to the Government to apply for such lines? The only one I know anything of is my own company. 

401. You said, in your eviclence, it was customary to send in plans ? 0 h, I thought you 
meant did I know of any other company, just now. I believe it is customary, judg·ing from our 
own experience. Of course, I only generalise from that. 

402. Has your company sent in plans, then, whenever you wanted a branch'! Well, we 
have not wanted very many; qut we have sent plans each time. 

403. By the Chairman.-To the Minister? To the Minister-yes. 
404. But not to be submitted to both Houses of Parliament ? No ; but we would cheerfully 

have done so, if -it had been necessary. 
The witness withdrew. 

J. J\1. 1'1'CORMICK, called and e . .amined • 

. 405. By the Chairman.-¥ our name? John Macneill M'Cormick. 
406. What are you? Engineer-in-Chief. 
407. Of what country? Do you mean the country of my birth ?-I am Engineer-in-Chief 

of the Tasmanian Government Railways. · • 
408. Have you read this North ·Mount Lyell .Mining and Railway Company's· Bill, Mr. 

M'Cormick? Yes, I have. 
409. Have you read Sections 5 and 6? Yes. 
4i0. Do you know the company's original Act? Yes ; . the original Act defined the routes 

of what it called the railway. 
41 l. It docs not define the route, but only shows the termini, does it not? You will find this 

route was laid before l'arliament, and passed by Parliament. Under Section 12 of the original 
Act, it is provided: "It shall be lawful for the company, for the purpose of establishing com­
munication ~etween the said railway aud the sectiqns of mineral land held by the North Mount 

· L}'ell Compau~, the South Mount Lyell Company, the Mount Lyell Extended Company, the 
Mount Lyell Consols Company, and the Mount Lyell Comstock Company, respectively, and the 
section of mineral land held by Herbert Stirling Muir, at Mount Darwin, and the section of 
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mineral land held by James Patrick Lonergan, at Mount Jukes, to construct from time to 
time, in accordance with the provisions of this Act, such extensions and branches of the said 
railway as are shown on the plans signed by the Speaker of the House of Assembly" -and so on. 

412: Have you any observations to'~ake on Sections 5 and 6, then? With regard to 5-
" It shall be lawful for the company to make any branches or extension of the railway to any 
mineral lands in the vicinity of Mount Lyell, Mount Darwin, or Mount Jukes, along any route 
that may be approved by the Minister." That appears to me to be a departure from the pro­
cedure of Parliament in giving such very genei·al powers. I think that any branch or extension 
of the railway should be defined, as required by Parliament in the original Act. 

413. Yes ; but as mines may be opened up in the future, that are now unknown, it would be 
difficult to do that. Don't you think it would be a sufficient safeguard to the public if any ,pro­
posal for a branch was submitted to the Governor in Council? That is apparently establishing 
the principle that it is not necessary·to go to Parliament at all, but that instead of that you 
should give very large_ powers to the Minister. 

414. But this is after the main line is constructed? Yes ; but under the Act these branches 
remain as parts of the main line or railway; if you were referring to them as trams it would.be 
different. Under the Act they are all part of the railway, and the Government may take power 
to purchase this main line and its branches. It seems a great power to leave in the hands of_the 
Minister. • . . · 

415. You know that it is only within the last year or two that it has been made necessary 
for them to go to Parliament for permission to construct branch lines? I cannot say, speaking 
from memory. 

416. You know there was a fight over the Emu Bay branch line, and a great discussion over 
it ? Yes ; but that was ~ branch line definitely connecting with the Mount Lyell. 'l'his proposal is 
not definite. This gives general powers -to make any branches. Given these powers, and they 
might be used to the injury of other mines and other country, under the control of other people 
than the North Lyell Company. The clause gives very great powers indeed. I think the proposals 
for branches should be submitted to Parliam(mt in the same way as the railway had to be, as these 
branches form part of the railway, and the Govermiient may have to take them over. 

417. You know, I suppose, that it is a very expensive thing to have to come to Parliament 
every time, perhaps for sanction to construct a mile of railway? Yes; but the proposals should be 
definite now, as they affect the rights of others. That is how I look at it. 

418. You are aware there is a railway up to Gormanston ? Yes. 
419. You are aware that that was sanctioned by Parliament? Well, no-not to Gormanston; 

it was going to the South Lyell. 
420. But the line that now actually goes to Gormanston was sanctioned by Parliament, any~ 

how? Yes; that is on the route, I take it, to South Mount Lyell. 
421. And do yoi; suggest. that if they want the right to construct a tramway a mile l~mg, they 

should have to go to Parliament for it? Not a tramway, we dre speaking of the railway. 1 take 
it that tram ways can be made by mining easements, as is done by the Mount Lyell Company ; that 

-is to say_, the railway the Government has the right to tak~ and purchase under the Act, ends at 
Queenstown. Them are a large number of branches; which, 1 believe, are simply made under a 
mining easement. They are apart from what is called the railway, at all events. 

422. And you draw a distinction between a branch: from the railway-an extension of the 
railway-and a tramway put in for the purpose of working a particular section? A tramway put 
in for the purpose of working a section goes under a mining easement. 

423. Now, see : we will say there is a railway here ? Yes. . 
424. And we will assume a development three miles away, on a mineral section? Yes. 
425. And that it is necessary to get the ore from that section to market? Yes. 
426. And that the company wishes to put i_u a branch line from the main line to get that ore? 

Yes. · 
427. You think they. should have to get special powers from Parliament in order to construct 

that branch? I think they could work that under a mining easement, and not as if it came under 
the Act. Such a braneh is not for the carrying of passengers. To put it plainly-I don't think the 
Government or. Parliament should be asked to buy a system of branches running everyw here you 
like to put -them, and should have to give you twenty per cent. on the cost of those branches, which 
m1!-y be worn out in five years,_ and' may perhaps not be really worth twenty per cent. of the original 
c~st'of construction. The Government has twenty-one years in which to buy a railway and its 
branches; but I don't think these small mining tramways could be induded in that. I hope 1 have 
made myself clear. 

428. Oh, quite. 
part of the railway? 
anything else. 

But, of eourse, if they get Varliamentary sanction, these branches become 
Yes; if they get P~rliamentary sanction for carrying goods, passengers, or 

429. If for purposes of getting traffic to that rai~way, and for purposes of the railway only, a 
branch is put in to a mine producing· ore, should not that be considered a branch? Yes, that would 
be a branch ; but -·- ' 

430. And you are suggesting that these short tramways should be made by easements u_ider 
the Mining Act? I say, if they are made by easements under the Mining Act, there would not be 
the same objection to the powers conveyed by these clauses. 
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431. And you say that the company si10ui_u maim these ~mall tralllways; that the Government 
should take over the main line; and that the company should be left to work these branch lines, and 
provide staffs for them, while having· 110 main line or traffic? I thiuk you take power here for 
tramways. 

432. I don't think you follow me. Say there is· a mineral section here, and a railway for 
getting the ore from it: you say that railway should be ·constructed under a mining easement? I 
did not say it should be. I don't know exactly what you meau. 

433. We will presume that the railway-the main line-has beeu taken over by-the Govern-
ment? Yes. · 

434., And you say _that the company, having lost its railway, should still be called on to work 
the branch to the mine supplying it? The mine by that time would probably have been worked 
out. 

435. ·we will say that twenty years heuce there is a discovery made, and that with the life of 
that mine all before it, the Government take over the railway. 'You say that the company should 
still hold the brancl1 line to that mine? Yes ; if it is payable, I don't see why they should not. 

436. It might be payable while it was run as a feeder or part of the main system, but it would 
not be payable for them to keep up a i,eparate staff to work it? Well, I .don't know anything 
about that. · 

437. B11 the Minister of Lands and Works.-I will ask your attention to 'Clause 3, Mr. 
M'Cormick, which- provides for the break of gauges-what do you think of that? Yes ; this 
provides for three gauges ; not simply for a_ break of gauge in the ordinary sense. They can use 
three gauges, bow they like, on any branch they like ; no two branches need be of the same gauge, 
and the main line need not be the same as any particular branch: I don't thiuk that that is at all 
desirable. I think it would be unwise to give such powers. Parliathen1. allowed the company a 
liberal choice of three gauges, and the company have already chosen one. I think the company 
should adhere to that gauge, and I also think the grades should be defined. 

438, You kn.ow the country around there, lVIr. M'Cormick, or, _at any rate, you know some­
thing of it-do you think it would be practicable now to construct lines 011 a 3 ft. 6 in. gauge in 
the various places in which it may be necessary to construct them? I don't know the country ; I 
have not been through the North Mount Lyell eountry. 

439. You have seen the plans submitted of the line to South Lyell? Yes. 
440. Do you think it is practicable to carry a 3 ft. 6 i,n. gauge up to the South Lyell mine 

without involving enormous expense? I could not s~y, speaking from· memory, what the earth­
works were.. I think they were only shown as far as Gormanston, 

44]. Yo.u remember the gradients? I don't think I have seen any plan of•the line beyond 
Gormanston, speaking from recollection. 

442. Don't you think it would be quite proper to allow the company to break the gauge, 
subject, at any rate, to the approval of the Engineer-in-Chief? I don't, know whether that 
responsibility should go on the Engineer-in-Chief; a break of gauge would, of course, mean a 
break of rolling-stock; and, I take it, that, in view of the possibility of the Government taking 
over the line at any future period, it shoqld be borne in mind that the Government rolling-stock, · 
excepting the small amount of 2-ft. stock, would not go over the line. 

443. You have seen this plan before, Mr .. M'Cormick. [\Vitness examines the plan.] Now, 
will you look at the gradients on that? The gradients, I think, are in accordance with the 
provisions of the Act, 1 in 30. I think this is simply the plan of the line to Gormanston, which I 
have seen before. This has already been constructed. There is none of' the extension beyond 
Gormanston shown here .. 

444. Well·, do you remember this, Mr. M'Cormick: there was, at any rate, an application 
by the comvany to continue_ this line. by. an extension on a 2-ft. gauge? I don't know whether 
there was an application. It was incidentally me ntioued at all events. 

445. And you objected on the ground that the Act did not authorise the break of gauge? Yes. 
446. But what I wanted to get from you is, whether there is really any objection to a break of 

gauge where the nature of the country requires a narrow-gauge line, owing to the steeper 
gradients and the narrower curves? I should 11ot like to offer an objection; but l think the 
objection comes in when yon consider whether the Government sho11ld be obliged to buy that 
portion of the line. 

447. By the Chairman.--Of course, the Govemment is not obliged to buy anything? J\o; 
but they have a rig·ht to buy; and if they buy, they mmt buy the Jine with the branches. 

448. By the Minister of Lands and Worli,s.-Your objection to Clause 3, then, would be 
largely minimised if it were shown to be necessary to constl'Uct 'in' places on a 2-ft. gauge? Quite 
so. I should consider that I was obstructing the· progress of the country, if I were to object to 
anything· of that kind. 

449. Now, in Clause 3, at the end ofit, the words come in," It shall be lawful for the company 
to construct tramlines of any grade that shall be provided wit.h suitable machinery for the safe 
working of same "-what do you say to that? That is a very general clause. 'l'he company have 
alretdy power to construct tramlines under the original Act, for the carriage of flux or wood; not 
for the carriag·e of passengers. 
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450. Do you know that the company contemplate constructing lines of steep gfadients for the · 
purpose of carrying ore? I am not aware of that. · If they propose constructing thesfl for the 
carriage of ore only, I <lo not think there is the same objection. I have no objection to that. 

451. You wonld have no objections to them having the rig·hts and responsibilities of common 
carriers, charging the freig·hts provided, if these particular lines are confined purely to freight traffic? 
Not so long as they are confined purely to freight traffic; that is what I said to Mr. Urquhart 
before. If that is done, however, such lines should not come under the general denomination of 
the railway, because these will be worked in a special way, and on a special line. 

452. Assuming that Parliament grants the rights to ~he company conceded under Clause 
3, to construct tramlines of any grade that is outside the grades authorised in the A.et before you, 
would it be necessary, in the interests of the life and safety of the m_en who drive these trains or 
trams, that an officer of the Government should see that they are fitted with proper and safe 
appliances? Certainly; if they are to be specially authorised by the Government. That is to 
say, I take it you are authorising something outsiq.e the original Act that gives power to make 
tram~ays ; and you must make proper provision. · . 

453. Then you think there should be some public official who would have to 'deal as to the 
. suitability and safety of the rolling-stock'/ Yes, and by whom it should be approved. . 

454. What is your general interpretation of section 5, Mr. McCormick? Well, it seems 
to me to throw upon the Minister any general powers that have hitherto been held by Parlia­
ment. That is contrary to the usual procedure adopted in the past. 

455. You would offer no objection to that if it were accompanied by the stipulation imposed 
in the Miuland Railway Act : That no branch line of raihyay shall be sanctioned without a 
resolution of both Houses of ~arliament? I have no objection to that at all. 

456. And the same applies to Section 6, I suppose? The same applieR to Section · 6, as 
you say. · -
. . 457. With regard to Section 7, you know the difficulty tha.t arose with the Mount Lyell 
Company as to the doubt as to whether they had full rights to acquire necessary lands for 
stations'( Yes. 

458. There is no objection to similar rights to those then conceded peing now given to the 
North Lyell Company? No objection whatever . 

. 459. Now, with regard to Section 8, have you any observations to make on that? Well, as I 
· read that section, it practically gives the company power to stop the construction 0£ roads across 
the railway. Section 15 in the original A.et seems to me to give the proper powers. This clause 
in the Bill says, "Provided always that no road shall be constructed over any land used by the 
company as a station-yard without the consent of the company, nor over any portion of the rail­
way if the traffic thereon is likely to be interfered with by the use of such road.'' Well, under 
such a clause, you would practically stop the making of roads over the railway at all: it is 
interfering with the pe1wers that should be left in the hands of the Minister. No Minister •is 
likely to make impracticable or improper ror.ds over the railway. That is the only thing that 
has occurred to me, I think, as to this Clause 8. I have referred to Section 15 of the original 

· Act, which appears to deal with it. · , 
460. That refers, I thiuk, to where the 1·ailway crosses a road, not to where a road crosses the 

railway?. Yes; but, I think, you will find it is all in this: "The provisions of this Section shall 
apply to any public road or street that may ue made at any time after the construction of the rail­
way." I think that that embodies power for the :Minister to make any road he- thinks fit under 
these conditions. · 

461. By the Chairman.-Of course, that is a question of law? Well,I am not a lawyer. 
462. Don't you see that the intention of Clause 8 is to· give th.e Minister power? · It seems to 

me rather to leave it in the hands of the company. 
463. But, surely they have got the power now ? Well, it seems to roe to be as I say, 

and that is why I called attention to it. . 
464. By the Minister o.f Lands and JYorks.-Going back for a moment t.o what was intended 

under the previous clauses,-will there be any objection to this company having the right to 
construct tram ways on very steep gradients, with special classes of engines ? You mean under 
Section 3 . 

. 465. Well, it applies to Sections 3, 5, and 6; it applies to all contemplated branches,-what 
do you think? Well, Clause 3 deals specially with the grades-" And it shall be lawful for the 
company to construct tram l~ues ·of any .grade that shall_ be provided with suitable machinery for the 
safe working of. same." Of course, "suitable machinery'' is a very general term. 

466. I Lis stated here that gradients up to 1 in 10 are possible with a· certain class of engine ? 
What do you say? What class of engines is named? 

il-lr. L. C. Trent (in attendance).-Well, there are two or three engines. There are 
two I have in mind-:-the Heisler and the Shay ; and there is one other, the name of which I can't 
remember for the moment. · ' 

The Witness.-Well, those are what are called logging or geared engines. They .work up 
to 1 in 17, and at sharp pinches they will go up to 1 in 10. I have not had personal expe1ience of 
them, and I never heard of them being· regularly worked on l in 10. o; 

467. By the A1inister oj Lands and fVorks.-But isn't it fair that in a difficult country like this 
steep gradieuts should be sanctioned for the purpose of developing properties ? Quite so : but as I 
said just now, for the,,purpose of carrying ores, and not for the purpose of carrying passengers. 
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468: You have no objection, as an engineer, to the construction of such lines, provided that the· 

rolling--stock and driving apparatus were sub.mitted and approved? Quite so; always, however, 
proTiding, as I said before, that Government, in purchasing the railway, should 11ot have to purchase 
these special lines with special plant-which would be of no use t<, the country whatever. 

Jlir. Trent: ) t is contemplated there to build tramways that might be up to 1 in I. 
The Witness: But you could· not work a logging engine up to l in 1. 
Mr. Trent: You could run on. that· grade, using suitable machinery. 
T!te Witness : The machinery should be submitted. 
M1._ Trent; Mount Lyell has certain· tramways up to 1 in, 1. 
The Wit,uss: I don't know how they are authorised 
469. B_y the Minister of Lands and T¥orks.-N ow, Mr. McCormick, have you read <=:lauses 

22 to 27, dealing with water-rights and water-powers, arid power to do certain other things? 
Yes. 

470. Do you think it is desirable to associate with a purely Railway Act or Bill, works 0£ 
this kind? No, I think not. 

471. Is there any connection? I don't think there is any connection at all. I don't think 
that by any interpretation yo·u can call those clauses an amendment of the North Mount Lyell 
Railway Act. It seems to me that this matter of water-rights should form the subject of a separate 
Bill. · 

4 72. Have you any observations to offer on these sections, Mr. McCormick, apart from that? 
Well, I can only say that the right asked to conserve water is a very large one. There is no definite 
statement, but it apparently gives a general right to secure all the available water, perhaps to the 
injury of other mines. 

473. Are there any other matters in connection with this Bill that require comn!ent from you 
as an engineer-speaking in your professional capa<>ity, Mr. McCormick? Purely as an engineer, 
you mean? 

474. Yes. Well, Section 21, as to the Minister's right to take over the railway: I don't see 
why it should be limited, as proposed here. 

475. By J.lfr.. HaU.-Then, in your opinion, Mr. McCormick, as Engineer-in-Chief, you think 
it would be more in the interests of the Colony at large to amend Clauses 4 and 5, by taking the 
power out of the hands of the Minister, as provided here, and vesting it i11 Pa1)iament, by a resolu­
tion of both Houses? I think so. I think it should have the approval of Parliament. It appears 
to me to be the policy adopted hitherto. 

476. By tlte Minister of Lands and Works.-Latterly, that is? W!:lll, I take the latest policy. 
If you alter your policy I have to carry it out. 

477. By Mr. Sadler.-'l'he present gauge of the North Lyell Company's railway is 
3ft. 6in.? Yes. 

478. And you would have no objection if they altered the branch Jines to one gauge, say, 
2 ft. 6 in.? • 1 think 2 ft. 6 in. is a very objectionable gauge, because it would be introducing another 
gauge altogether into the Colony. I do not think there is a 2ft. 6 in. gauge line yet constructed, 
although power to make it has been authorised. , · 

479 .Any how, say they keep to one gauge: say a 2-feet gauge? I would not object to that, 
under the conditions I have mentioned, but I don't think there should be freedom to make one 
break of gauge 2-feet, one 2-feet 6-in., and so on ; if there -is a break, it should be one break ouly. 

480. By tlte Minister of Lands and Works. -And that preferably to 2-foet '/ Yes; because 
I take it, that is the gauge already largely in use on the West Coast. 

481. By .Jir. Sadler.-As to clause 5. It says-the approval shall be in the hands of the 
Minister. If if was the Governor-in-Council instead, would that do? Well, I think it should go 
to the House. 

482. Eveu if it were a proposal for just a mile of railway or tramway? It does not matter 
what the distance is; it might affect other railways and other mines very largely. 

483. And if they want to construct a tram line, they can Jo it on a mining easement? Yes. 
484. By Mr. Patterson.-! think, Mr. McCormick, that the Government has set. the 

example on the West Coast by establishing a break of gauge? No, I don't think so. I think 
the Zeehan street tramway was the first ; and, you know, that shunts into our railway station .. 

485. At all events, the Government has; in its own system, established a break of gauge? 
Yes. . 

486. Can you tell. the Committee why the Government adopted ~ 2-foot gauge, having a 
3 ft. 6 in. system already in operation? For the purpose of opening up the mining districts as 
economically as possible. . 

487. Wouldn't that same reason operate with regard to this North Mount Lyell Company? 
Yes. 

488. There is no objection to it? I have not objected to them making· a break of gauge to a 
2-foot. I pointed out that if they are to go on special gradients· those lines should not fairly form 
part of the system that the Government will take over : just as is the case with the. Mount Lyell 
branches beyond Queenstown. . · • . 

,t:89. I want to draw your attention to the last clause of Section 3 ·of the Bill; " and it shall be 
lawful for the company to construct tramlines of every grade that shall· be provided with suitable 
machinery £or the safe working of same." In your opinion as an engineer and the Engineer-in­
Chief of this State, should that cla\lse be allowed to stand as printed? No, not. if it gives powers 
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that they do not already possess, a~ I think it does. They have cert11in powers for constructing 
tramways already, for the carrying of flux, and so 011. 1f any work does not corne under those 
powers it should be submitted to some respollsible officer appointed by the Government. 

490. Then, presuming that they have not got these powers under the previous Act, don't you 
consider there should be a maximum grade set forth in this clause? Oh, well, of course I think 
you said that, when you have tbe·work submitted to a responsible officer. Of course the maximum 
gradient depends on the machinery fi,r use. A maximum gra,de under the Abt (11' Fell system 
would be very difficult from the maximum under anoth,c.r system. Also, special gradients could be 
used with the engines named just now, the Shoy and t lie Heisler, which are geared engines. · 

491. Have you, as Engineer-in-Chief or Eng;ineer of Existing· Lines, inspected these private 
lines. and reported on them to the Government'~ No. 

492. Do you think it would be desirable that that should be done? Yes, I think it would be. 
Of course, the lines have been inspected from time to time by a Government officer appointed under 
the Act. I ·think that in nearly all the Acts the Government have the power to appoint an officer 
for that pupose. This particular line has been inspected by Mr. Hales, who has been the officer 
appointed under the Act. 

493. By Jltlr. Simmons .-Your objection in respect of a break of gauge is in case th~ Govern­
ment should wish to purchase the line'? I won't say that is my sole objection. A break of gauge 
is objectionable at any time. · 

494. The objection you have to conceding to the North Lyell Company the p"ower to 
break the gauge is only in case the State should desire to purchase th~ line in the future ; is 
that so ? No, -not altogether. The breRk of gauge raises a lot of other questions. It 
involves special gradients, a different class of rolling-stock, a different class of engine, a different 
working altogether. I said I had no objection to one break of gauge. 

495 .. The point I want t0 get at is that your objection, is in case the Government wish to 
purchase the line? No; what I said was that if the pow:er of breaking the gauge were given for 
this particular class of branches, the Government could not purchase these if they wanted to 
purchase. · If they purchased the railway and branches laid down by sanction of Parliament, 
together with a number of light lines of a variety of curves and. gradients-that I should object to. 

496. And I further understood you to say·you do not consider tramways as branches, forming 
a part of the railway? No ; the tramways under the original Act· are only to be used for 
carrying fluxes and wood. _ . 

497. And your objection to the break of g·auge would be limited to the branches you regard as 
forming part of the railway, and would not extend to the tramway? [No reply.] 

The Chairman: He said he was quite willing to approve of a break of gauge; so long as· 
they confined themselves to one break. 

The witness withdrew. 

' 
THURSDAY, _SEPTEMBER 5, 1901. 

MR. M. W. SIMMONS (instructed by Messrs. Simmons, Crisp, and Simmons) appeared for 
the North Mount Lyell Copper Company, Limited; and Mr. R. E. Macnaghten (instructed by 
Messrs. Butler, M'Int,yre, ancl Butler) for the Mount Lyell Mining a_nd Railway Company, to 
obje?t to certain clauses of the Bill. 

E. A. COUNSEL, called and examined. 

498. By the Chairman.-Your name? Edward Albert Counsel. 
499. And you are Surveyor-General of Tasmania ; Yes, sir. 
500. By the iJ1 inister uf Lands and fftorks-Y ou have read this Bill, Mr. Counsel? Yes. 
501. I ~ill ask your attention to the clauses dealing ·with the making of perma11enii reserves 

for timber purposes. Do you think the company should have exclusive rights to timber on Crown 
lands areas in such reserves as have already been made in their interests? Not on the terms set 
forth in the Bill. These reserves comprise some 3600 acres, a.ncl it is proposed in this Bill that the 
company should be entitled to take all the more valuable woods, there, on payment of a, royalty 
of ls. 6d. per thousaml superficial feet ; the Government charges a royalty of five shillings, under 
regulations. 

502. I will come to the qnestion of royalties presently, Mr. Counsel; the question now- is as 
to exclusive reservation of timber lands to the company? I do not think there is any strong reason 
against it, on, certain conclitions, provided they pay sufficient to the- revenue for the timber. 

503. You think that there would be no objection to special areas being reserved for the 
company? I don't think so. · · 

504. The department has.had some experience with regard to timber cut by the North 
Lyell Company, I think? Yes. 

505. Have you been officially informed that large amounts of timber have been cut? Yes; 
pirni to the extent of some £8000. 

506. In value? In value-yes. 
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. 507. By the Chainnan.-What would be the amount due to the Govenirneu't on th:it 1 

The Minister of Lands and fVi1rks.-The question is, what would be due if they hacl taken 
out timber licences. · 

. 508. By the Chairman.-How much do JOU estimate the Govern~ent would have got out of 
that, if it had been cut by the compally under ordinary timber licences? W elJ, it is diflicult to 
estimate that at all, . as it stands. I don't know the· quantity of ti1:nber ; it has only been 
estimated at that value. 

509. vVould not the _value give yuu an idea of the quantity; I suppmse it would, but it 
would be difficuh to calculate it; I could not give you an estimate straight awruy. 

510. Well, supposing that the whole of the £8000 worth of timber belonged to the Go·ver11-
ment, ·would that be a big concession to give to a company such as this, which had no land con­
c~ssions to start with, and has spent- half a million ?· It would be in: the way of timber,. such as 
pme. . 

511. But as the. company asked for no land concessions·, would £8000 be too· much to give 
them--

[The Minister of Lands and Works objected to the form of'. the questiom, The· Committee 
deliberate_d. J 

512.- By the lll.iniste1· of L_ands.a1td Wo1'1ts.-It came to rour knowledge, then, Mr. Gounsel,-
that the company had cut a large amount of timber? Yes, sir. · 

513. That came to you officially? Yes, sir. 
514. And yon found· a difficulty with regard to charging them a royalty upon' it, because of 

their existing rights to _cut timber for the construction and maintenance of their line of railway? -' 
Yes, that is so. The £act seems to be that it was doubtfu} what were the· rights· of the company, 
and it became questionable whether a royalty c~m,ld. be· demii,nded and secured, under the 
regulations. · 

515. Were-you instructed by me to_ confer with the· representatives of the company upon 
this matter? Yes, sir. 

516. And you did confer, and arrived at a- general basis of agl'eement? Yes; the result of 
which was a temporary arrangement with the company such as is now set forth in the Bill. But, it 
was never intended that that sh0uld·be a permanent thing; as would appear on the face of it, 
from the fact that we only put one-and-sixpe11ce a thousand, feet on the •pine, and we itre 
actually charging five shillings under the regulations. 

5-l 7. Then do you approve of these pa11ticular charges, which were agreed to as a temporary 
arrangement between y0urself and the com1Dany, being placed in this Bill? No-not to be placed 
there permanently. I think the company shoulcl pay at least two shiUings royrulty on pine. All 
the other royalties set down, I think, are reasonable. 

518. Don't you think that the company could _be protected, -and a proper basis of a;greement 
made, if power were given to make special regulations . under this Bill for the royalties to be . 
charged to the company? Yes, it seems- t0• me- tlrn:t tlirut is the way it should be done. I believe 
that was the intention of the GoYernment at the tjme the agreement was made. 

· 519. Will you look at Clause 34, M.r. Counsel, and give us your ideas with regard to that? 
Clause 34 sets forth that the c0mpany sh0uld have· the tight fo purchase land-19¾ acres-at 
Kelly Basin; at £1 per acre. The same area of land at the present time is occupied by the 
company at a rental of £50 a year. 

520 .. vVho placed that vafoation for. rental on the property? I had a valuation from the 
Chief Forest Officer, and another valuation from the Bailiff. 

521. What were J;hose valuations? I think that one was £30, and· one was £60. 
522. Has 11, lease be·en taken by tlie company on- those terms of £50 a year? No ; it is a 

temporary annual licence to occupy the· fa,nd'. · · 
523. Do you think it is desirable that we should sell to the company this piece of la1id at 

the price proposed ? N_o; I don't think that any of this land should be sold, to• the company in 
fee simple.-

52-!. ·No land at all ? No land at all. I think the areas they want to get should be leased, 
the same as the land for the railway is to be leased, and for the same term of years. 

525. Yon have examined the schedules, I suppose, Mr. Counsel-have you,? ·Yes. 
526. It is proposed that the Government should sell to·. the company the land dcscribedi in 

Schedule 2 ? Yes. · 
527. At a sum not ex;ceedi-ng £2 per acre?- Yes.- _ 
528. Is there any precedent in the department for doing that? No, there is uo precedent 

for that. . 
529. As a matter of fact, would not the company be quite as safe, or perfectly safo, at any l'ate, 

under the ordinary mineral leases for this land-as to their secul'ity of tenure of claim, I mean ? 
They would be as safe, I think, for the purposes .for which- the lands are leased•; but I think, if 
I may say so, that the principle of selling· this land. is .wrong altogether. '.l!'he company was 
instituted- or constructed for the· purposes of this raihvay, and Vhey .were forced to lease land for 
it. Why should they lease one portion of the land and buy another portioi1? I think the thing 
is inconsistent. I think the c0mpu,ny is wrong in prop·osing it. 

530. Have you any other notes on this Bill, Mr. Counsel? Yes, sir ; I have other notes on 
different sections of the Bill. · 
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531. ·will you be kind enough to give them to the committee? Shall I read them-they 
a.re connected here. 

532 .. You can take them· seriahm, clnuse by clause. vVhich is the first ? Well, clause 7 
authorises taking by the company of portions of Crowu Janel in excess of the portion one chain in 
width, as provided ·for in the original Act for the construction, execution, maintenance, and work­
ing of the railway and works, "such portions of Crown land. to be delineated on plans which have 
been or which may be supplied by the company to the Minister, and to be approved of by the 
Governor in Council, and signed by the Minister." Well, that is important, I think. I may 
say at the present time that I have seen no plans of the railway that have been submitted-and, 
I believe, I have seen all there are-that could possibly be relied upon, as provided for in this 
section. 'The plans that I have seen h~ve not been accurate. It_ does not seem to me, as this 
Bill stands, that there will. be anything to prevent the company from taking land from time 
to time in excess of what it is supposed it occupies. . 

533. By the ·chairman.-But it must be done with the consent of the Governor in Council? 
Yes; but if proper plans are not furnished, there is no telling what land the company really occupies, 
and may ?Ccupy, from t.i1he to time. · 

534. B_y the Minister of Lands and Worlts.-Mr. Counsel, will yon look at line 46 an<l line 47 
in Section 7: I propose, when dealing with the matter in committee, to strike out the words, "or 
which may be," in line -4n, so that it will read, "such portions of Crown land to be delineated on 
plans which have been supplied; and then I propose to strike 011t the words '' to be" in line 47, so 
as to make this section applicable. to what has been <lone ? 

The Chairman: That is, if the Committee approves . 
. The Minister of Lands and Works: Of course, I am assuming that; 1 am not the whole of 

. the Committee. I am asking Mr. Counsel if he approves of that. 
The Witness: I think that would do. My idea is to endeavour to have the thing finally 

sett.led beyond dispute. If there is .a certain time to have these pl.ans furnished fix(ld definitely, I 
think that wpuld get over the difficulty.· The next clause I deal with is Clause 12, dealing with the 
leases and their duration. I 1ake it that we have di~posed of Clause 7, by my notes ·on that clause, 
and the questions you have asked me. Clause 12 proposes that the leases shall have a duration 0£ 
forty years, and not thirty years, as in the Act. . 

535. By the Minister of Lands and Worilu.-What is your objection to that, Mr. Counsel? 
I think the term of forty years is too long. -

,536. You know a special lease was granted to the Mount Lyell Company ? Yes, sir. Forty 
years was not the term specified there, was it ? 

537. No, thirty years? I thpught so. 
538. You have no objection to them being granted the Rame rights as the other company, 

with a thirty years' lease? No; I think that is fair. The leases, of course, are all right, but the 
term of th1; lease should be less. These leases, [ should say, are not in my depar,tmgnt. Clause 22, 
is ·the most important. I am of opinion that no exclusive right over water, such· as that set 
forth in the.Bill, should be given to the company. I ihink that thi~ cla_use contemplates a fresh 
concession altogether fro~ those in the original Act, and I don't think it should be grante<l. 
It would, moreover, interfere witµ riparian rights and water-rights in the district; and it may 
possibly hamper mining in other ways. I know that. Section 37 of the original Act does not give 
any indication that any such concession as this was intended at that time. I think that the timber 
on these sections might, however, be let to the company, provided they pay a royalty of two 
s)1illings per thousand feet for pine, and the other royalties as set forth in the Bill, and a rental of 
£10 per thousand acres to the Crown, concurrent with the other leases. · 

539, By Mr. W. H. T. Brown.-Is that the present sum you are charging? No, that is 
less than is charged now,for timber; but that is allowing something for the rights that the 
company has for taking timber, under it~ original Act. Excepting for the amount of the 
royalty, it is what was suggested at the time when I had an int\:lrview with Captain Anderson on 
the subject. , 

540. By the J.Winister .of Lands .and lforks.-You ag1·ee that it is right that a reduction 
should be made to this company, on the ordinary royalties paid on timber, in view of the fact-­

[The Chairman objected to the form of the question. J _ 
541. By the Minister (If Lands and l-f!orks.-Will you tell us what position you take up 

!tbout it, Mr. Counsel? The reason that we made the reduction, and should give special 
concessions on the royalty for timber to this company is, because th'e company is willing to pay a 
royalty on all the timber, on a certain scale, and in ·view of it being provided in the original 
Act that they have cert:a.in timber rights. They are prepared to give up those rights,_and take 
the timber on the terms set forth in this Bill. There is no doubt that they have certain rights 
under sections of the old Act, but not, I take it, a right to take timber in the way that it is 
contemplated to take i~ at the present time. · 

542. By .Mr. Gaffney.-W-b.at objections have you, Mr. Counsel, to the company getting a. 
forty years' lease-you say the Lyell Company had leases for thirty years? Yes. 

543. And at the end 0£ that time they would have the right to renew, would they, not? 
Yes ; that is, of course, under a re-assessment. , 

544. Then it is with a view to re-asses1,1ment that you object to the North Lyell leases bein~ 
for forty- years? Yes; I think it is a rather long :period to asi for, ·· 



(No. 50.) 
36 

545. You say, as to Clause 22, that yon think the compn.ny onght to pay two shillings per 
thousand feet for pine? ,yes. · 

546. W o·uld not that amount to very much more than .they would pay for the timber if they 
paid th.e ordinary licence? Well, it is difficult to sa,y. ~ven if it is more, the licence is not 
intended to secnre a reserve of the ground, as _this does. A liceiice is only a temporary right to 
cnt; this would be .an exclusive right to take all the timber on certain land reserved. 

547. Well, if a licensed man took the same amount of timber in a dozen different parts of 
the conn:try, the Government would not be in any differen't or better position th:tn if one company 
took the whole amount in one place? I don't quite follo)v yon. . 

548. Fo_r instance, it would ·be a very poo~· bushman who would not fell one tree a clay, and 
that would cut up to over a thousand £eet, at least. On-the royalty yon propose, that man would 
pay twelve shillings fi, "week, any how. But while he is paying £or his licence, and getting his 
timber under that, he must cut aHd remove it? • Be would be a very long time removing some of 
this timber. 

549. There is no doubt that only big companies situated like the North Lyell could shift 
some of this timber. The ordinary miner with his pine-cutter could "not cut it and get it out? 
No. .. 

550. And you do not, then, think two shillings a thousand feet is too much to ask the 
company ? No ; I think it is based on a low estimate of the value of the right. 

551. Now, with reference to the nineteen acres of land at ;Kelly Basin-do you consider 
that was a fair rental valm~ to put on that land, considering the state it was in when the company 
took it-is £2 lOs. an acre rent a fair thing? I don't think it would be a fair rental to charge 
permanently. I should think half of that would meet the cas~. 

552. You do not approve of the Government selling th~ company that piece of land? No, 
I don't think it ought to be sold. 

553. And that other piece of land at the smelters? No, I don't think they ong·ht to sell any 
of it, myself. . 

554. What is your principal reason £or objecting to them selling it piece of land there, where 
the company have to put very expensive ma.chinery, and would require a title. to the land? I 
take it that as long as the land is held £or all their purposes under _the Act, 'leases would be just 
as secur~ as _having it in £ee simple, ancl' it was never contemplated at the fii·st that the Govern­
ment should sell them land in this way. 

555. But you know that the Government has cut up the township close by into lots, aud 
sold them at a good figure. Is ~here any reasonable objection, then, to them selling a piece of 
that land to the company-the land where such important and expensive works would be? Yes. 

556 . .But come, if the company did sell a piece of the land, \Vhat would it matter? Such a 
thing was never contemplated. · 

557. But if they sold it, say, for putting· up a factory to ma;nufacture the copper, so that it 
could be sold in the colonies to those that wanted it, instead of having· to send it Home first to be 
manufactured· there? I do not think it wa:s ever contemplated that they should get the fee simple of 
the land, and I don't think they should get it. ReaHy, as it appears to me,' the idea was that they 
want such land as is necessary for working this concern-not· for barte1·i.ng or selling it, _at all. 

558. But you knu~v that the foreign capitalists who are always advancing money on these 
concerns, prefer to have a title to the land. The lease may be all very well; so far as the Govern­
ment of this State' is concerned, they would never be interfered with ; bnt people who put snch a 
large sum of money int9 a concern of this kind like to have a title in tJieir land-don't you think 
so? Well, what about a mining lease. This land could not be more valuable than some of the land 
already' leased for mining. 

559. '\Vell, of course, they can work the mineral out on their leased land; but this land will 
contain an expensive plant, remaining· there to purchase ore and treat it from other mines in other 
parts of the district-there's a difference, is there not? I ciinnot see that the sale of this land is at 
all necessary for the working· of the concern. . 

560. B;IJ Mr. Hall.-Did you visit that country at all, prior to the construction of. t lie branch 
from Kelly Basi!l'to Gormanston, Mr. Counsel-did you know anything of it at all? Yes, a 
p9rtion of it. 

5(jl. Well, what was its condition-was it of any value to the State at all, before this company 
came in and commericPd operations? Not just as it stood then ; but it had a prnspective value, the 
same as all land in the mining· district has. It might become valuable at any time, and it might 
never be. · 

562. Well, do you think that the fact that this company has come in and ·construc~ecl a railway 
bas enhanced the value of the land-not only of Kelly Basin, but of all the surrounding ('ountry? 
Yes. 

563. Has the company's railway afforded mine-holders in that district an opportunity of 
getting their ores to market, and so developed the district? Yes, to a large extent. 

564. Well, dealing now with this section 35. You say that you cousider the royalty~ prupo;,ed 
to be paid here.:._one-and-sixpence on pine and blackwoocl-ratber too low? Yes. 

565. And you will observe, Mr. Counsel, that nnder this section 35 they pay for timber 
within certain boundary lines : you do not give them the inqiscrimin11,te ri~ht to run all over the 
country an<l get timber? No, 
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566. Well, now, the regnlation under which yon issue timber licences-does not that give the 
holder of a licence the right to run a11ywhere he likes and pick out the very best timber it is possible 

. to se\ect, arn;l leave the second-class stuff alone? It g·ives him a11 open right to select his timber. 
567. By /Yfr. 8adler.-On his own la11d? No; on Cruwu land. 
568. If I take out a timber 'licence I r•a.n go np the Stanley and Pieman rivers, or anywhere 

else, and take out the cream of the woods; but herP-, Mr. Counsel, this section binds the company 
within definite linP-s ? Yes. · 

569. And don't you think, such being the case, that they will not pick out the cream of the 
pine and black wood, but that they will utilise the whole of the timber? Yes, when they can do it 
profitably, ,I take it; but it innst also be borue in mind that, although these are only certain pieces 
of land it is proposed to reserve, they include the best of the timber throug·hout the length of the 
line. · 

570 . .And I suppose the1;e would also be a lot of what we call second, third, and fourth class 
timber. What I want to get at is a comparison of prices. For instance, if the company says, "We 
will continue to get our timber undei· timber licences," would not the State lose a great deal of 
revenbe by the fact of the company taking out timber licences, in place of paying· the Government 
these royalties-one-and-sixpence for every thousand superficial feet of pine they g·et, and so on? 
I can hardly answer that question. But putting· it in another way, J can. If the company worked 
under timber licences, anyone else could _g·o and get the timber from these lands. The company 

•· could not then have the exclusive right to these reserves. It is the special right they get to do 
-that makes them glad to pay 11101·e under the royalty. Under this arrangement they get the exclusive 
right to the tim b,er, aud no one else can interfere i,ith it. They would only get a port.ion of it 
under any other arrangement. _ 

57 l. But yon also get sixpence per thousand -feet from them for all the hard wood? Yes. 
572. And a penny a ton for all the firewood? Yes. 
573. ,v ell, do you not think that br g·iving· the Committee the ag-reement proposed under this 

clause they will pay more for their timber than is paid by any other mining company in the State; 
or can you g·ive the Committee an instance of w hen1 a· mining company is paying the State a penny 
a ton for firewood, or sixpence per thousand feet for hardwood? The Mount Lyell Company is 
paying· equivalent to that at the. prese11t time. _ 

574. Under what arrangement? Tliey are pftying it in licences. It is computed that a ·man 
gets a bput 60 tons of firewood in a 111onth. It is on that comput:ation .that this penny a ton was 
inst_itute<l. It is, practically, the same as the licence, which is five shillings a month. 

575. And <lo they alBo pay sixpence a thousand feet for hardwood? No; they pay a penny 
a ton for firewood, as .I explained just now, and the ordinary prices for hardwood under the 
regulations. 

576. They do not pay you a special royalty of sixpence a thousand feet on hardwood? No, 
they are -not paying· a royalty at all, because the royalty is for sawing- timber. 

577. I understand you to say, Mr. Cou11sel-and you speak, of cour8e, from a fair knowledge 
of that country-that you <lo not think it would be wise to g·ive the company the absolute control 
of all the water-rights set foi·th. in Section 2:J? I do not think it would. 

578. It would not he in the interests of the State? I do not think it would. 
579. What was your objection to Clause 22, Mr. Counsel, again? Well, as to Clause 22, the 

main objection, l think, is that it is an additilinal concession quite apa1·t from what was contemplated 
in the original Act; and it is a greater concession, I think, than the circumstances would warrant 
the country in granting. 

580. Do you think that, if granted, it will be likely to interfere with anyone going into that 
cou1rtry and taking up land, if they wanted water to work their mines with '? Very likely it ,vould. 
It is n;iost likely that it would. 

581. And you notice that they propose to pay nothing for that water? N •> ; it is contemplated 
to give it free. . ' 

582. What would you suggest as an alternative scheme for the company if this is not g-ranted? 
I think such a condition as is set forth here rnig·ht, possibly, apply within the lands they lease. 

583. Of cuurse, they would have, that right now, as a riparian right? Well, they would not 
have the right to take !he water away, and dam it up, as now proposed. 

584. By the Chairman.-A11d they.would not have the right.to seI-1 it? No, they would have 
no right to dispose of it. 

5M5. By .Ll1.r. Sadler.-Of course, they want a large quantity of water. Can you suggest any 
means by which they could g·et a large quantity without interfering with other people's rights?. I 
would say they should be called on to take out water-rights in the ordinary way, if the water they 
want is from rivers beyond the land they are leasing. 

586. You would have no objection to it being done that way? Oh, no. 
5t:,7, Under our J\'Iining Act, of course, you have no l'ight to sell water at. all? No. 

1 588. And· you think that right should be g·iven i.i this company? . Yes, on lands leased 
to them. 

589. By J11r. rV. H. T. Brown.-I have only one question to ask you on this water matter. 
That clause, as far as I read it, is to the effect that they only ask permission to impound the flood 
waters on any land that they may hold in fee-simple. Anyhow, it is not for any other purposes, as 
far as I can see, The water they want is water caught iu wi1iter time, in the rainy weather, and 
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they ask permission to take and collect that and divert it into the inti-mded reservoirs, dams, aqueducts, 
and waterworks during· that time for their own purposes. 'l'herP. may be no objection to a da11se 
in that form? \¥ ell, as I read Clause 22, it would gro1.ut the l'ight to divert aud take and dam 11p 
the water in all that country. 

590. The flood-waters only, is it uot? Well, of course, that is somewhat illllefinit.e. 
591. But., I take it, it is intended to apply to the flood-waters only ? vV ell, I tak:P. it, that it is. 

intended to _apply to all the water on those lands. They could take it all iu the winter time, or at 
other times, and call it flood-water. 

592. On t.heir own land, that is? It is II noccupied Crowu lane.ls as well that tl1is section refer,; to. 
· 593. If it itppliecl to Janel they held in fee simple thern would be 110 objection to their 

impounding the flood-waters? No, I '<10 not think there would be any serious objection to tlia.t,, if 
they held the land as you say. BtJt, as I said just uow, I take it that this section applies to :di 
unoccupied Crnwn lands in that locality. 

594. I£ it were made to refer only to sections they hold in foe simple, there would be no 
objection to it? I don't. think so. 

595. B.1/ tlte Chairman.-Mr. Counsel, do you approve of parting with lands in Tasmania at 
all on fee simple? Do you mean as to the general policy of the State? 

596. I am not taJking 0£ the general policy of the country at all, bnt of your own views­
do you approve of it? In a general way, yes. I think it would have been better to have started 
earlier with leases; but that· can't be got over uow. . 

597. And yon still approve of some of the lands being sold? Yes. 
-598. You know Macquarie Harbour ? Yes. · 

. 599. Is it proper for a man to get two or three hundred acres there in'fee simple? He can 
get a hundred acres there-yes ; if he is far enough away from the town. . 

600. Well, say, some years ago, before they put a peg into this railway, this company had 
wished to take up a hundred acr~s at Kelly Basin-they could have done so ? Yes ; . before 
there was a town there, and the land withdrawn from sale. 

601.' And the town came subsequent to and as a consequence 0£ the making of their 
railway. So that they ha Ye made the land valuable. Now, as a matter of fact, there would 
have been no objection to this company taking up a thousand acres before they nut a peg into 
that railway? No ; if they took it up in accordance with the regulations. · 

602.· That is, they would have to reside on it five year:;, and improve it up to a certain 
extent? Yes. 

603. 0£ course, you know they have resided on it, in the sense 0£ the company having 
'worked it? Yes. 

604. And you know that they have spent some twenty odd thousand pounds upon tliis piece 
of land a~ Kelly Basin? Yes, it is so stated. . 

605. Now, yon say that a lease is jn!;it as good for thein, in respect 0£ this land, as fee 
simple? As far as the security of their works is concerned, for carrying out the objects of their 
Act-yes. 

606. Now, as to fee-simple, I suppose you have seen deeds? Yes. 
607. When a man has a fee-simple there are no covenants to observe? No. 
608. His land is not liable to forfeitui·e? No. 
609. Bqt a lease is? Well, if this,land we1·e leased to the company, [ take it that they would 

forfeit if they failed to do certain things. · 
-610. Then is a lease as good as a fee-simple in this case? It is as good for carrying· on 

the purposes of this Act. ' · 
611. The leases provide that they must keep working on the section. But let me put it to you 

absolutely : is a lease as good as a fee-simple for a man to lend money on? No; certainly not.-
612'. Are you aware that this company has had to iucrease its capital by borrowing'? I have 

understood it to be so. . • 
613. And had a bit ofaifficulty in getting the money? Possibly. 
614. So, then, we come back to this: there would have been 110 objection on the part of the 

Crown to· the company taking up a hundred acrns at Kelly Basin before their line was put there? 
Not if they took it up according to the regulations. 

615. And they could have got the fee-simple ofthe_land at £l an acre?- Yes. 
616. Ami this very land we are talking about they could have got at £1 an acre? 
617. Just as, as a matter of fact, people at King River could take up the sections? 

hardly right. Most of this piece of land would have been on the Crown_ reservation. 
would not have been available. · 

Possibly. 
No, that is 

All of it 

· 618. They could have got clay lands there in fee-simple, at any rate? Further back. 
619 .. Which would, probably, have suited their purpose better? Possibly. 
620. Would you say whether that is probable or not? No_. 
621. By Mr. Hall.-Has the Crown sold any land in the vicinity of Kelly Basin? Yes. 
622. Take the town of Pillinger. Has that been cut up into lots and sold? Yes. 
623. Then, Mr. Counsel, that being so, can you give any reason why you object to the !!ale of 

this land. You see, the Crown has sold land in the same vicinity to the public in building allot­
ments. Will you tell us why you object to this company-who have been the means of opening up 
the counti·y and placing a value on th,at land at Pillinger-also taking up this nineteen acres of land 
in that neighbourhood on fee-simple? Yes. · 
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024. vVhy have you specified that they should have that fand. under lease ~mly, at the same 
time allowiug the general public to go and take up the land nearly in fee-simple? We treat the 
company as an individual would be treated now, that is the point, The co111_pany is. asking to' be 
allowed to purchase an area which is practically in the town, and to pur~ha:se it in one block at a fixed 
price. All other land is subject to public competition, a·nd sold in sm:all allotments. 

625. But the way I put it to you, Mr. Counsel, is this : through the enterprise and ene·rgy of 
this company, as you are aware, that land at Pilling·er, which was worthless, has been brought up to 

· a certain value ? Yes, that is so. 
626. Prior to the eompany's operations that land was not worth a shil'ling an a:cre to the 

Crown ? No, as it stood. . 
627. And now it is worth a good many hund1·ed pouflds an acre, cut up into building allot-

ments ? Y eE>. · 
628. And that, as you say, has been brought about by the energy of this coinpany. Now, T 

want you to explain this clause. You see, we have it in• evidence that this l 9¾ a:cres is of a swampy 
nature, and, naturally, of little use; but it is used by this cornpariy, who have !milt brickworks· and 
large sawmills on it for carrying on their works. vVhy, as Secretary of La:nds, and head of that 
department, should this company be treated differently from the general public? I think the ,con­
cessions given to the eompany for the constructing of the railway are su'ffi:cient, and as great as 
should be granted. I do not think that the company should 1:ie treated differently from other 
persons who want to hold land for the same purposes.- If an· individu·al wanted' to take- u'p the land 
for manufacturing purposes, or for timber, he, would lease it; we should not sell-it to· him•. 

629. Supposing you advertised a sale of 50 allotmpnts in the town of Fillinger, and I ll'ent 
down there with the money ; there is nothing to prevent _me buying the whole· of those township 
lots? No. · 

630. And I should pay cash down, and get the transfers? Yes. 
631. Then, surely, if this can apply to me as a private individua:1--
The Minister of Landi, and Worhs: You would have to compete with the geneta:l public at 

the sales.• ' . 
Mr. Hall: But this is my point, Mr. Chairman. Here is a company. It has placed a: 

certain value on "'hat was known as absolutely worthless land. There is no getting awa:y from 
that fact. 

The Chairman: And we have to encourage capital. . · - _ 
632. By 111.r. Hall.-And the company has been paying rental for this land that the Secreta:ty 

of Lands admits is exorbitant~£2 10s. an acre. The company has to· go to the money-lender; 
and, we know that there is an objection to lend money on insecure titles. I wa11t to know, Mt. 
Counsel, why you, as Sec1·etary of Lands, do not objec,t to the sale to the genera:l public of la:nd 
of which the -value has been placed by this company, but yet say that the company shall not nave 
the· same privilege of purchase? If the land· were solar at auctio1{, as the either lots ate, I d'o not 
see that there is a'ny objection to it. 

633. By the Chairman.- vV ell, if the company had not brought the pupulani'on there w'ould 
have been·no township: of Pillii;iger? There might not, if some othei· enterprising company ha:d 
not come along. . 

634. Well, thel'i., are lots of little bays and indentatio11s down there on· which they could obtain 
large blocks of land now in fee-simple ? Outside the reservation·. 

635. Do you know. the Great Western Railway Act?. Yes, I liave'read it. 
636. Do you know there are large land concessions nrade to that company? Yes. 
637. And they get all the timber? Yes. 
638. And large water-rights also? Yes. 
639. Is your obj'ection to extending tne concessiol'1s to: this· company simply because th~y have 

already been fixed by Parliament? I think the concessions granted to the Great Western' Rai'lway 
Company were very wide. 

640. And liberal? They were, I beijev13, very libernl. 
64]. By the Jtiinister of Lands and 1'Vor!ts.-ls'any water granted free to· the Great Western 

Railway Company? No, they have to pay for it. · , 
642. Is any land given in fee simple? No. 
6,43. Not a rood-11ot a perch? .No. · 
644. If we allow this company to acquire land in fee simple, as asked und~r this Bill, contd we· 

reasonably object to si mi la1' co11cessions being granted to other compa:ni'es? No; 
645. Special Acts have been passed to give special leases to the ~fount Lyell' Company? 

Yes. 
646. And to the Tasmanian Smelting Company? Yes. 
647. Have both these companies put up large plants? Yes. 
648. A11d· extensive works? Yes. 
649. Have they applied for or beei1 allowed to acquire land m fee simple? ·No; they are 

leasing the land. 
650. By tlte Chairrnan. -Do you know what the originally estimated cost of the North Mount 

Lyell Railway was to be? I don't remember now: ' 
651. vVell, would· you' be surprised' to know that it cost four times the estimated amount? 

Yes, 1 have heard so. 
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652. Their itpplication for concessions was 011 the basis of an expenditure of £90,000, ami 

they have spent £390,000? Yes; The cost seems to be e11orn10us anti excessive. looking- at the 
railway. . 

653. Yes; but you know the work they have had to do-t.lie cutti11gs and so forth? Yes, but 
a lot of' it was very easy, too-many miles of it. 

654. \Veil, does the principal reason you uq1:e against not givi11g· these extra concessio11s lie in 
the fact that other companies have not got them? No; they were never contemplated-I do11't 
think they were-when the Act was introduced, and I think it would be a bad thing to make au. 
exception in this case. 

655. Would not treating· this company with liberality induce foreig·n capital to be b1·011ght iu to 
Tasmania? Yes, but I contend that they have been treated fail']). 

656. Now, as regards this timber. They have got already, under their Act, the right to take 
all firewood for nothing·? All that is required for working· their own works. 

_657. And if this pine is required for railway purpo::;es, they can take this also? Well, that is 
a technical point; it is questionable. 

658. A question of law? Yes. 
65!:l. They claim the right, do they not? Yes. 
660. And it is with a view to settling all these differences that they now propose to pay a 

uniform rate? That is what they are proposing. 
661. I understood you to say in answer to the Minister of Lands, Nlr. Counsel, that you do 

not know of any company that has received a grant qf land f~·om the Government ? I do not 
think so; I can't say that I know of any. 

662. A grant of land to a company similarly situated to this ? No. 
663. Are you aware that the Rocky RiTer Company obtained a grant of the site for.station, 

smelting works, and everything else of that kind? [No reply.] 
· T!te Minister of Lands and Works : Nat in fee simple. Only on an easement. 

/dr. Hall : No ; the right is distinctly given to acquire an -area of land in fee simple. 
664. By Mr. Simmons.-Look at Section 7 again a moment, Mr. Counsel, will you-you 

see in that that no land of greater width than a chain can be obtained by the company unless 
plans are supplied, ancl the approval of the Governor in- Council is obtained, and the plans arc 
signed by the Minister ? Yes. 

·' 665. Don't you consider that that would be an ample prevention?. Yes, if these plans are 
furnished within a specified time. , 

666. Does the question of time matter? Yes ; the experience of the department is that it 
is a very important concern, because there has always been great difficu1ty with railway syndi­
cates and railway companies, in getting them to supply proper aud. accurate plans of the land 
they require. 

667. But, let me put it this way : supposing that, say, in three years' time, the company 
.desires to open a new station on their line, and requires extra land in consequence of that-you 
think it necessary that it should come to Parliament in order to get that extra width of land? 
No ; I tak;e it that that should be provided for here, and plans of the land required should be 
furnished. 

668. Don't you think it is a sufficient safeguard if you make it plain that these plans must 
be approTed by the Governor in Coun~il, and signed by the Minister? No ; I certainly think 
there ought to be a time fixed for supplying them. 

669. How can you fix a time? Fix a certain time after the passing of the Act, as far as 
these lands required are concerned and, in the future, provide for any lands required in a 
similar way, by application. · . 

670. You mean, fix a time for submitting plans of land already taken exceeding that chain 
in width? Yes. 

671. And as to the future? And as to the future, it must be fixed definitely, I think. 
67:t. In this Bill, you mean? Yes. · 
673. But, yon see, the company may wai.1t to open a new station at any time in the future-:-­

say, fifteen years hence, i\ir. Counsel'? Well, why not provide for that? 
67 4. How could the company possibly. provide for it before th_ey know of the necessity of 

it-before they know that they will ever want the station at all? I 'think, then, they could 
approach Parliament for it. 

675. Every time they want a little piece of land for this purpose? . Yes, if' it is land in excess 
of what they want now. 

676. Every time they want a little piece of land-a few feet, even, ten years hence-you 
think they ought to go to Parliament for it? Yes. 

677. Ancl you do not think it would be sufficient to provide that the apprnval of the 
Governor in ~ouncil should be obtained? r· think they should be compelled to go to Parlia­
ment ; because I know, in practice, the difficulty we have in getting these plans from railw:iy 

'•companies. · 
678. By the Clwirma11.-You see, the piece of land might not be worth £20; but to go to. 

Parliament would cost the company £500 '! Well, I see that. That might be got over by fixing 
the time wit~in which the plans should be submitted. 
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679. By Mr. Simmons.-A.re you not sufficiently safeguarded by knowing that the Governor 
in Council would not give consent to the company taking any such piece of land unless the plans 
were fornis'hed? I am endeavouring to point' out that there has al ways been a difficulty in getting 
these plans for such railways; and if they are not furnished there is nothing to show where the 
company is taking· land, and so, in the future, disputes will arise with persons who want to take 
land adjoining· them. . 

680. Well, there is nothing in this section that touches your difficulty. Do you know that a. 
similar power to that now sought was conceded to the Mount Lyell Company last session? Yes, I 
am aware of that. · · 

681. Now, you spoke about the company .having c,ut a large quantity of pine-are you aware 
,that they have had to purchase a very large quantity of pine (500,000 feet) from people who cut it 
under licence? It has been represented to me that they did purchase a considerable quantity. 

682. For the purposes of works authorised under this original Ac!? That has been represented 
to me. 

683. And the reason they purchased it was their want of facilities for getting out the pine they 
had cut? That is possible. . 

684. 'Now, you have already told us, that prior to the passing of the first Act, the company 
could have purchased this 19 acres of land at Kelly Basin-the clay reserve-for £ 19 ? Well, some 
portion of it. · 

685. The bulk ofit, I think? [No reply.] ' . 
686. The whole of the pr~sent value·ofthat 19 acres has been made by the North Mount 

Lyell Company's operations? Yes, very largely. . 
687. Well, almost entirely, has it not? Well, in a sense, yes. 
688. Can you tell us what the sales of land in the town of Pillinger-the town allotments­

amount to ? . I cannot tell : but they amount to some thousands.., 
689. And the Government has not spent any money there in railway works? No. 

· 690. And the value of the town of Pillinger has been caused by the North Mount Lyell 
company ? Very largely ; yes. . . · · 

.691. Have you also made some sales of township allotments at Mount Darwin? Yes. 
692. You have? Yes. 
693. Value, how much? Well, forty or fifty allotments: say £1000. · 
694. That value again has been caused by the operations of the North Mount Lyell"Company, 

has it not? Principally. 
695. And.has there been any land sold at Linda Valley? Yes; but of course you could not 

set that to the credit of the North Lyell Company ; it is due to the district there; you are in 'a mining 
district at Linda Valley. 

696. By the Chairman.- But the railway is there ? Yes ; that has contributed to the value 
of it. 

697. By Mr. Simmons.-So far as is known there are no minerals on this 720 acres? · !·don't 
know. -

698. You considered those prices of timber fair for th'El company arrangement, you say? Yes; 
that was the understandmg at the time. · 

699. Why should they 11ot also be fair for a permarn:\nt arrangement ? The suggestion was 
that those ·rates should be adopted temporarily with a view to getting the business on a proper 
footing, because hitherto there had been disputes as to what the company's rights were. 

700. 'l'hen this section is a kind of give-and-take arrangement; under the Act they are 
entitled to get timber for the railway free? Yes. . 

7Ul. And under the new Bill th.ey will pay for all timber? Yes. 
702. And to that extent the Government will be a considerable gainer by the arrangement?. 

Well, I cannot say that, because it is, as you say, a give-and-take thing. We consider we shall 
be fairly paid for the timber they take. 

703. You sugg·est that regulations should be made. But, of · course, regulations could be 
altered from time to time ?- Yes. 

704. And, therefore, the compa1iy could have no guaranty that the regulations made would 
continue in torce for any length of time? No. . 

705. Captain Anderson contends-I think you are aware of it, Mr. Counsel-that these 
prices a1:,e really more than what he can obtain the timber for in the ordinary way. Have you 
gone into figures as to that? Well, the data are not sufficient ; but, looking a,t it broadly, l 
should not think so. I should think that this is a fair price. 

706. But have you not any accurate calculations on the subject? No. 
The witness withdrew. • 

I' 

'. 
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\V. H. WALLACE, called and examined. 

707. By the Cliairman.-What is your name? William Henry Wallace. 
708. You are Secretary foi· Mines for Tasmania? Yes. 
709. B7J the ~Minister of Lands and JTorks.-Have you read this Bill, Mr. vVallacc? t\T ell, 

I have seen it. I have not read it carefully through. 
710. Have you read the clause that proposes to grant special leases to the company? Yes. 
711. vV e have e-rantecl special leases to other companies previously ? Yes. 
712. Do you remember the terms of those leases? In the case of the Mount Lyell Com­

pany, it was for thirty years. 
713. Would there be :my objection now to issuing a lease for forty years-ten years 

longer? No, I don't think there would be any objection. 
714. Have you read Clauses 22 onwards to about Clause 30? Yes. 
715. Is it necessary for the company, in carrying out its mining or smelting operations, 

to obtain any special water-rights or water-powers? Not if the water within its own land is 
used. 

716. But leaving its own land out of the question, does the Mining Act afford it 
opportunities of obtaining as much water as the country affords? Yes. 

· 717. Does the Mining Act allow it to store ancl conserve water? Yes; it can construct 
clams and so forth. 

· 718. Is it desirable that we should give it such powers as are soug·ht under Clause 22, to 
construct reservoirs and cJams, ancl to clam back, tap, or divert any rivers, streams, or water­
courses on unoccupied Crown lands, or on Crown lands held by the company. Is such a power 
desirable? vV ell, I think it gets almost the same thing under the present Act. It can take up 
a water-right ancl clam-sites, ancl under its leases it would have power to divert and conserve 
water. 

719. Does it get any exclusive right or priority of right under its present Act· and the 
Mining Act? Well, of course, all rights of priority clepencl upon the order of applications, and 
the elates of making them. · 

720. In your opinion, is the granting of :water-rights of a general character, such as are 
sought here, likely to seriously affect the mining industry ? No, I don't think so. 

721. If it obtained the exclusive right to all the waters of these rivers, against other 
people, will that be likely to seriously injure mining in that district? vVell, yes, I think it would, 
if it' got the exclusive right to all the water. 

722. Have you read the section of the Bill? No, ndt recently. 
The witness withdrew. 

,VEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 1901. 

MR. M. W. SnillIONs· (instructed by Messrs. Simmons, Crisp, aud Simmons) appeared for 
the North Mount Lyell Copper Company, Limited ; ancl Mr. H,, E. Macnag·hten ( instructed by 
Messrs. Butler, .M'Intyre, aucl Butler) for the .Mount Lyell Mining and RailwaJ Company, 
to object to certain clauses of the Bill. .Mr. A. A. vVinch appeared on his own behalf as a 
lessee of certain lands in the vicinity of Queenstown, and on behalf of the King ,Jukes Mining 
Company, the Prince Darwin Mining Company, and certain residents of Queenstown, to object 
to certain clauses of the Bill. · 

W. H. WALLACE, e;;amination continued. 

723. By the Chairman.-Y ou have had to look up some information, I believe, Mr. Wallace? 
l have looked thJ"oug·h the Bill. I had not seen it for some time- and then had only just ghtnced 
at it. 

724. By the Minister of Lands and fVorks.-B.ave you read the Bill since you were last 
examined, Mr. Wallace? Yes. . 

725. Did you pay special attention to Clauses 22 to 32? Yes. 
726. Will you fayour the Committee with any observations you have to make about those, as 

from your position as Secretary for Mines? Section 22 proposes to g·ive the company the right to 
take and divert any water, and dam it back: in fact, to give the company a monopoly of the whole 
of the water in the vicinity of-:lVIounts Darwiu and Jukes, Gormansto11, Kelly Basin, and Crotty. 
It struck me, on reading this clause carefully through, that it would not be at all a wise thing to 
g·ive any company a monopoly of the whole of the water in any particular place. 

727. ls it necessary fur this company, for the prosecution uf its mining works or its smelting 
• works, to seek'such exclusive rights? I don't think so. It conlcl probably get as much water as 

it requires under its ordinary leases. For instance : it is entitled to any water which may Le 
passing through or along the boundary of auy land it may take up. 

72R. Can it, under the Mining Act, secure, in the ordinary way, any water that is available? 
~- ~-. 
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729. Now, on the question of special leases, Mr. Wallace. You are aware that ,the term of 
the special leases g-ranted to the Mount Lyell Company was thirty years? Yes. 

730._ \Vonld there be any objection on the part of the Mines Department to similar special 
leasAs l.Jerng granted to the North Mount Lyell Company ? No, sir. Of course; the Mount Lyell 
Com pan)~ is paying a very much higher rental than the North Mount Lyell Company proposes to 
pay. It 1s proposed to lease this land to the North Lyell Company at fiye shilling8 per acre. The 
Mount Lyell Company is paying, I think, twenty-five shillings per acre. 

731. Well, it is as to the term of leases I was examining· you. Is it desirable that we should 
make any difference between the two companies-that is, should give the North Lyell Company a 
forty years' term, as against the thirty years' term granted to the Mount Lyell Company? No. 

. . 73?. Look at Clause 17. '\¥ill yo,~ give _us your opinion as to whether it i,s wise _to mal~e any 
d1stmct_10n, as between the ·two compames, with regard to renewals? I don t 1·emember, 3ust at 
present, upon what terms the Mouut Lyell Company can renew; but this company's leases may 
be renewed upon the payment of a rent not exceeding double the rent previously paid~ 'l'hat is, not 
,even as mnch as it pays upon renewal under" The Mining Act." 

733: Do you think, then, that Clause 17 should be amended in that direction ? Yes, I think 
so. I think it ought to be made to read the same as the section in the Mining Act. 

734. You mean the section which provides for re-assessment? Yes. . 
735. Clause 16. Will yon give us your interpretation of that clause, Mr. Wallace, please? I 

take it that it means tbat the company may take up any land adjoining· its sections. There 
does not seem to be any limit to it. It may take one section, and then take up the sertions sur­
rou~ding it; th:in, from time to time, it may take up the seetions surronnding those, section by 
sect10n, and so mcrease the area indefinitely. 

736. Is it wise to g-rant such a right, do you think? No, I don't think it is. 
· 737. Section 20. That gives the company the right to mine for all minerals, from gold down 
to limestone, or any other mineral. Would there be any objection to that right being granted ? 
No, sir, I don't think there is any objection to that. 

738. I mean at the ordinary rent for a mineral section ? Yes, I should object to that. I 
think, to entitle it io all the minerals, it should pay the rent for a gold lease. 

739. Have you read the schedules, Mr. Wallace? Yes, sir. 
740. Do you notice that in Section 34 the company asks for power to purchase the land 

described in Schedule (2.) ? Yes, sir. • 
741. Are you aware ,that that is the land for which special leases are being asked? Yes, sir. 
742. Do you think it is desirable that the company should be allowed to purchase that land? 

No, sir. 
743. Is that against the policy of the Mines Department? Yes, sir. 
74-t Is it against the policy of the'department to sell. any land? To sell any land in the 

immediate vicinity of any mining works-yes. 
745. By Mr. Halt.-In reply to that last question, Mr. \Vallace, you stated to the Ministerl 

of Lands that it was against the policy of the Mines Department to sell any land? Yes. 
746. Has that policy been departed from during the last five years? I don't think so; that 

is, not for large blocks. Small areas· for township purposes, of course, have been sold. 
747. And ar~ you-aware that some five acres were sold to the Tasmanian Smelting.Company 

at Zeehan? I was not aware of it. 
748. By tlte Minister of Lands and Worhs.-Yon remember the special leases for the smelt­

ing company, Mr. Wallace? Yes. 
749. By ll1r. Hall.-Then, has the sale of those five acres escaped your notice, Mr. 

Wallace ? Yes ; I had overlooked the fact that they had a special Act. 
750. Well, you gave evidence before the Select Committee sitting on the Rocky River 

Tramway Act, Mr. Wallace? Yes. 
751. Did you offer any objection on that occ[J,sion to the grant of ten acres on the hanks of 

the Pieman to that company? I don't remember the question being asked, nor do I remember 
being asked if the land was to be sold. I think I remember saying that there was no objection 
to it having ten acres at the terminus of its tramway, as a mining easement. 

752. Well, J\lr. Wallace, was this land at Kelly Basin of any value whatever to the State, 
the Mines Department, or anyone else, before the North Lyell Company. constructed its rail-
way ; did it make the value of the land at Kelly Basin? Yes ; I believe it di~. . 

753. And then you say, as I understand, that it would be unwise to grant them the· fee 
simple of this land? Yes. . 

754. Yon are aware of the purposes for which it requires the land-for brickmaking and 
sawmills. · 

T!te Minister of Lands and Worlts : No ; I did not ask about that land. I was asking par­
ticularly as to the land in Schedule (2). 

The Witness : Yes; the 800 acres. 
755. By Mr. Hall.-W ell, continuing, Mr. Wallace. You know the P.urposes for which 

the company requires that ::irea? For smelting-works; yes. 
756. Do you, as Secretary for Mines, consider it advisable, in the interests of the mining 

industr;y, to hamper a lar~e industry like this; or a compan;r carrying 'on a large and expensiya 
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industry like this? No; I think it deserve:; every encourao-ement. At the same time I clon't 
think such a large area of land, upon which mining· works a1~ erected, should be sold. ' 
. 757. Well, then, suppose the company agreed that, in consideration of the Crown comply­
mg with the provision~ of this Act as to the land in Schedule (2), it would give a guarantee 
tha_t th~ l:t:nd woul~l not be cut up i1;1to town a,llotments, but used solely · for the p11 :·poses for 
wh~ch ~t. mtencl~ ~t, ~amely, smeltrn15 operations, would that alter your opi11ion as to the 
des1rab1hty of g1vmg 1t an absolute right to the land, so tha.t its smelting operations wonlcl not 
be interfered with in any shape or form? Yes. 

758. Would that alter your opinion? That would make a great cliiTerence. 
759. And in view of an amendment of the section in that direetion, wonla you see any 

serious objection to their obtaining the concession they ask for?, No. 
760. Have you read Schedule (3), Mr. Wallace? Yes . 

. 7~1. Do :,:ou see any objection to selling the company that 19¾ ac1·es of land at Kelly 
Basm. No, sir. 

762. No objection whatever? No. 
763. You think it would be in the interests of the State to sell it? I think so. 
764. By the Chairman.-Would you turn up Section 16, Mr. Wallace. I think that, in 

answer to the Minister, you said it was not desirable to give the company the power itsked under 
that section? No. 

765. But does this section give any power to the company at all ; arnl, if so, why'! Well, 
of course, it is for the Governor-in-Council to--, 

766. It is giving the power to the Governor-in-Council? Yes. 
767._ Does not your Mining Act give po:wer to the Governor-in-Council to do certain 

things? Yes. . · 
768. Is not this only the same power that _is provided for here? Yes. 

· 769. Is it not necessary to grant this power; so that if it wanted to get fiye acres of 
land at any time, the Governor in Council should have power to grant it, instead of the company 
being put to all the expense of going to Parliament? Yes; the Governor in Council could 
either grant or. refuse to grant it. _ ' 

770. And you recognise now that this is really a power granted to the Governor in Council, 
and not to the Company at all ? Yes. · 

771. Now, you think that the leases should be confiirnd to a term of thirty years? Yes. 
772. Have you any particular reason for wishing that the lease should be for thirty years 

in preference to forty years ; If it is only for thirty years, we haye an opportunity of increasing 
the rent sooner, if we desire to. 

773. You see,_ this land is not for 'mining purposes : you know that, don "t you? [No reply. J 
774. The Ministei· of Lands and fVorlts: How can you say that, when this, Bill <listinctly 

gives the company power to mine for anything ? 
775. By the Chairman.-! am coming to tha,t. Primarily, Mr. Wallace, the lancl is taken 

up for the purposes of working the smelters, is it not? Yes. 
776. And would you imagine that a man or a company taking up land for the trection of 

smelters would like to "be protected against the intrusion of other people coming on the land for 
any purpose whatever? Yes. 

777. And supposing that in the course of its work it comes upon coal or limestone: you 
would not have any objection to its using it, would you? No. 

778. Ancl i£ there were gold in this limestone, would there be any objection to its taki11g 
this gold out? Well, it would not be entitled to the gold, under an ordinary lerLse. · 

779. Isn't there gold in galena? Yes, of course; you can't work one ,vithout taking the 
other. 

780. Do you charge the galena companies extra rent because there happens to be some golcl 
in their ore ? No. 

781. The Mount Lyell Company are practically paying rent on gold )eases? They are 
paying both gold and mineral rates .. 

· 782. Well, as a question of policy, if the :Mines Department were satisfied that this land was 
held, not for mining· purposes, but for smelting purposes, do you think it is equitable to charge 
them such an enormous ren~ for valueless land? No, not if the land is used purely for smelting 
purposes. 

783. And if the Mount Lyell Company are not mining ? Well, of course, if they :.re not 
mmmg-- . 

784. What I mean is this-is that the way to encourage the mining industry-to let the 
companies take valueless land, and then charge them an enormous rent ? No. 

785. You say it is not the policy of the Mines Department to sell land-do you mean that 
it is not the policy to sell land in any mining district, or where? In a mining district. 

786 .. Is it not a fact that the fee simple to land in large areas-100-acre blocks-can be 
acquired .at the present moment in mining districts on the West Coast ? Not uni ess the land is 
right out of the dist1·ict altogether. 
: ~- 78 i. But cannot such land be acquired, so long as it is not within a mile of a town? U ncler 
the land laws 7011 can obtain lancl u:p to blocks of 100 acres, so long as it is within-or, I sh011lcl 
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say, outside of-the boundary, a m-ile from any town.. But I think· most o:£ ·these applications 
are referred to me ; and I R,lways object to the la.nd being sold in mining districts. 

788. Is it the policy of the Mines Department to prevent settlement taking place in the 
future on the West Coast-is it yonr poli_cy that .no land should be acquired at all? No ; but it 
is very 1rnclesirable, I think, to sell land that is supposed to contain minern k 

789. But is this land supposed to contain minerals? ,v ell, this land 111:iy not. 
790. vVell, if you are satisfied that there is no proRpect of minerals being: discovered on\this 

land, wonld your objection still hold g·ood? No. 
791. Then if this eig:ht hundred acres of land clown there contain no minerals, would you 

have any objection to its being sold? No; I.should not have any objection in that case. 
792. Then, in that case, would yon have any objection to this clause remaining i11 tlie bill, 

. since it would depend on that-if there were rp1 anrnndment of that clause, providing that the 
Minister should be satisfied that there were no minerals 011 the land, would you have any objection 
to its being sold to the company? No. 

By the 1l1inister of Lands and Works.-Are you aware, Mr. Wallace, that under this last 
Crnwn Lands Act, all lands sold in mining districts -is still subject to certain restrictions with regard 
to minerals? Well, I don't say that.all land is. 

793. I mean all land sold in large areas? Ye~; all land sold under Part IV. of 1 l1e Crnwn 
Lands Act, which gives any"one theright to seek for minerals. 

794. Well, you -know that that- right is reserved in respect to a)l lands sold in mining districts; 
except in tLe case of such lots as might he sold for re:;idence purposes? Yes. 

795. And even in the case of land sold for 'residence purposes, there is the right reserved to 
mine within twenty-five' feet of the surface? Yes. . 

79n. So that, to a certain extent, the land is not >-old in fee simple? No. 
797. Now, apart from these special leases altogether-not taking them into consideration at 

all-would not this company be amply protected for all purposes under the ordinary leases by 
the provisions of the new Mining Act 'I With regard, that is, to people corning: on the com­
pany's property to take gold, or shale, or any other mineral? Yes, nobody could apply for· a 
lease of any portion of the land without obtaming a permit from the Commissioner. 

The Clwfrman : That iR, under the Mining Act; as to leases taken out under that Act. 
This refers to leases taken out under this Act. These leases are not under the Miuing Act at 
::dL It is a,n altogether different thing. . 

798. By the Minister of Lands and fVorks.- Well, Mr. Wallace, without the necessity of 
the company coming for any special leases at all, would its rights be absolutely safe-guarded 
under the present mining laws of the Colony? I would not like to say they would be absolutely 
safe nuder the present laws ; it all depends on the Commissioner. I suppose that in most cases 
the Commissioner, before granting permission to mine, would first consult the lessee ; and then, 
if the lessee made no objection, he would gra:1t the permit. But, of course, it might happen 
that in some cases the Commissioner might grant the permit without referring to the lessee in 

' the matter at all. 
799. But on what terms; is it likely he would grant a permit in such a way that the lessee 

wonld be aule to get no compensation? Of cour~e, claims for compensation could be made. The 
Commissioner would have, in any.case, to notify the lessee that a-permit had t>een granted. 

800. By 111/r. Simmons.-Heferring to Section 16 again, Mr. Wallace-" additional leases 
may be gTanted,"-are you aware that in 1893 a ~ection, exactly similar in terms, was i!3serted in 
the Mount Lyell Company's Leases Act? Yes. · 

801. Well, do _you see any r~asnn why a distinction should 1:Je made in that respect, as between 
the North Mount Lyell Company and the Mount Lyell Company? I do not see any objection to 
the section now, as the .Chi\irman has put it, because the power uf granting the leases rests with the 
Govemor in Council. . 

802. But this section is designed to put the North Lyell Company on the same footing as the 
Mount Lyell Company. You do not see any reason, I suppose1 why-a distii;iction should be made 
as_ between these companies? [No reply.] 

By the Chairman.-I-Ie has withdrawn auy objection to the clause, on the understanding that 
the power of granting the lease will be with the Gm·,jrnor in Conncil. 

803. By Mr. Simmons.-I suppose, Mr. Wallace, th·at you are familiar with the Tasmanian 
,Smelting Company's Act, passed last session? Ye;;. 

804. And you know that under that Act the compauy was granred a special lease of thirty 
years, and a right of renewal for thirty years at a rent not exceeding double the rent now paid : 
exactly as is proposed in this Act? Yes. . 

805. And do you kno'Y of any defiuite reason why a distinction should .be made in that matter, 
as between the Tasmaniali Smelting Company and the North Mount Lyell Company? No. 

806. Now, Section 6- 0£ the Tasmanian Smelting Company's Act. The· rental there was 
fixed at five shillings per year, and under Section 7 they were entitled to inclnde the right to all 
minerals on the land covered by this lease. There again, J\fr. Wallace, do you know any reason 
whv a distinction should be made as between the Tasmanian Smelting Company and the North 
M~unt Lyell Company? No. 

807. Do yon know what the rela,tive expenditure of the two companies has been? No. 
808. Can you say whether the Smelting Company or the North Lyell Company has 

expended most money? I suppose the North Mount Lyell Companr has spent most. 
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809. Referring· to Section 27 of the Bil1, Ml'. W a,llace. 

0

Y 011 sec there tlrnt it is proposcrl 
tlrnt. the· company shonhl have power to s11pply any person with water, ancl with clectrie light., 
enc1·gy, all(l power, for such rcnrnnerntio11 as slrnll be agreerl 11po11. Now, s11pposi11g that that 
were made subject to charges to he :ipprnvcil by the Governor in Council, wonlcl y 011 see any _ 
objection to the North Lyell Company supplying other companies with power in the 111anncr 
proposed? No. 

J- 810. Don't you consider that it might be an advantage to some of the other companies to get. 
the power, without being put to the expense of expensive works? Yes .. 

811. A.11d 1111de1· the Mining Act the company would not have power to sell the water, I 
understand? No. 

812. So tlrnt nnless they get it by an Act, they wonld not have tlrn power at all? No: 
813. By Mr. Wincli.-Mr. ·wa!lace, you are doubtless aware of the fact that there is no law 

in Tasmania whereby mining· operations niay be canied on on fee simple lands i No, there is not. 
814. There is no law whatever to that effect? l\o. 
815. Do you not think that it is quite possible that in years to come valuable minerals may 

be found upon this land? Yes.. . 
816. Don't you think it wonlrl be greatly to the interest of the State, ancl of individuals in 

general, that this power shoulcl be reserved, whereby mining operations may be carried on upon 
this land? Yes ; I said, a little while ago, that I had 110 objection to land being sold--

The Chairman : We want yon to confine your q11cstions, :Mr. ,v-inch, to your objections to 
the Bill, speaking on yom; own behalf, and on belu1H of the severnl leaseholders yon rcpl'cscnt. 
You cannot argue as to the general pnblic. Parliament represents the public. and can safely be 
left to look after ,the public interest. 

The llfiniste1I of Lands and Worhs: I£ Mr. Winch's petition is to be heard on behalf of the 
public, we cannot stop 1?,im asking these qnestions. 

[The Committee deliberated.] 
.Mr. 1Vinch : If you will permit me the privilege of addressing the Committee on the Bill, 

clause by clause, I will not examine at all. 
The witness withdrew. 

APPENDIX A. 

To t!te llonourable the Spea!,er and 1lle-mbers of t!te House of Assembly of Tasmania, 
in Parliament bsse-mbled. 

The humble Petition of the North Mount Lyell Copper Company, Limited, 
SHOWETH: 

1. That notice of the intention of your Petitioners to apply for a private Bill has been tluly published 
within three months previously to the presentation of this Petition, as required by the Standing Rules and 
Orders of your Honourable House. ' 

2. Th~t the general objects of the said Bill are-
To enable the North Mount Lyell Copper Company Limited, to constmct extensions and branches 

of and· to its present railway, and alterations, deviations, or variations thereof. 
'ro clear up certain doubts and difficulties raised-as to the proper construction and meaning of the 

North Mount Lyell and Macquarie Harbour Railway Act:, and otherwise to amend, extend, 
and enlarge the said Act. 

To provide that any question as to fixing of the rates and tolls chal"geabl~ by the said company 
shall be ,:ettled by arbitration, 

. To authorise the issue of special mining leases to the said company. 
To enable the said compauy to c},arge wharfage and dock rates. 
To authorise the grant by the Crown to the snid company of certain lands in fee simple. 
To enable the said company to purchase the fee simple ot certain lands now held under lease or 

licence, and to have certain timber reserves set aside for its use, and, generally, to confer such 
rights, privilege~ and powers on the snid company as may be calculated to induce it to 
expend capital in the development of mining properties in the vicinity of Mount Lyell, Mount 
Darwin, and Mount Jukes. 

To provide for the infliction of penalties upon persons for infringing the provisions. of the 
said Bill. . 

The said Bill will also contain all clauses nsnal in -Bills of snch a nature for e11abli11g t.he said 
company to carry out the objects of the said undertakings. 

Your Petitioners therefore pray for leave to introduce the said Bill. 

Dated this fifteenth day of June, one thousand nine hundred and one. 

l'HOS. LLOYD HOOD, 
Agent for the North Mount Lyell Copper CornzHmy, Lirn-ited, 
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. APPENDIX B. 

JWurray Street, Hobart, 22nd August, 1901. 

Committee conside·,·ing !he North Mount L:,;ell Mining and Railway Bill, 
c/o Clerk of the House, Parliament House. 

We have received instructions from the Mount Lyell Company to prefer a request that we may be 
heard before the Select Committee considering the above-mentioned Bill, to offer objections on its 
·behalf to certain clauses contained therein. 
. May we ask to be informed at what day and ho.tu it will be convenient for your Committee to hea~ us 
on the matter stated. 

We have the honour to be, 
Sir, 

Your obedient Servants, 

BUTLER, McINTYRE, & BUTLER. 

APPENDIX C. 

To the Honourable the Speaher and Hono·urable Membei·s of the HoustJ of Ass/rnbly• 
of Tasmania, in Parliament assembled. 

The Petition of the Mount Lyell Mining and Railway Company Limited, registered in the State of 
Victoria, under the provisions of the Act of Parliament of that State, known as" The Companies' 
Act, 1890," 

RESPECTFULLY SHOWJ<~TH : 

That the said company is opposed to _certain clauses of a private Bill entitled" The. North Mount 
Lyell Mining and Railway Act, 1901," and on the following grounds :-

That if the Bill which they now oppose is passed as printed, it will interfere with and embarrass 
the proper working of the Mount Lyell Company· and its smelting and mining operations, 
and also very seriously interfere with their rights to acquire water for mining and other 
purposes, and if passed wil), to a very large extent, give to the North Mount Lyell Company 
a monopoly of the principal sources of water supply in the district, and it will also give 
concessions to the North Mouµt Lyell Company which would be very .much larger than 
those granted to other companies. 

The Mount Lyell Mining and Railvrny Company, Limited, therefore prays that your Honourable 
House will protect their interests, and cause due inquiry to be made, and that the said company may be 
heard by counsel _ in opposition to the said Bill. 

And your Petitioner will ever pray. 

THE MOUNT LYELL MINING AND· RAILWAY 
COMPANY) LIMI'L'ED. 

(By their Solicitors, BuTLER, McINTYRE, AND BUTLER.) 

APPENDIX D. 

To the Honourable the Sp~aiw· and lJJ,emffers qf the House of Assembly of t,he State of 
. · Tafmania, in Parliament assembled. . 

The humble Petition of Ambrose Alfred Winch, of the Town of Queenstown m the Electoral District of 
Lyell,. in the State of Tasmania, a Solicitor, 

RESPECTFULLY SHOWETH : 

1. That your humble Petitioner is a Solicitor, and resides in the Town of Queenstown, in the Electoral 
District of Lyell, in the State of Tasmania. · , . 

2. That your humble Petitioner has been informed that a Bill,- ihtituled "'l'he North Mount Lyell 
Mining and Railway Act, 1901," has been duly introduced to your Honourable House, read a first time, 
and referred to a Select Committee of vonr Honourable House. 

3. That your humble Petitione/ is the Lessee, from the Crown or Government of 'l'asmania, of 
Mineral Sections 1854-91M and 117-98, situate '.}t or in the immediate vicinity of Mount Lyell, in the 
State of 'l'asmania. 

4. 'l'hat your humble Petitioner humbly submits that, if the said Bill is passed into and becomes law, 
he aml the peor.le of this State of Tasmania will be iuj uriously affected, and that enterprise and the 
development of the Mount Lyell, the Mount Darwin, and the Mount Jukes z_nineral districts will be 
hindered and hampered. . 
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5. That your humble Petitioner desires to be heard at the Bar of this Honottrable Honse in opposition 

to all and singular the sections, provision~, and matter of the said Bill. 
Your humble Petitionel', therefore, humbly prays your Honourable House not to allow the said Bill 

to pass into and become law. And your humble Petitioner farther humbly pmys your Honouraule House to 
allow him to be heard at the Bar of your Honourable House in opposition to the said Bill, and in support 
of this the humble Petition of your humble Petitioner. · 

And your Petitioner will ever pray, &c. 
AMBROSE ALFRED WINCH, 

Solicit01·, Queenstown, in. the State of Tasmania. 

APPENDIX E. 

Departrnent of' Lands and SU1·ve.1;s, Tasrnania, 
Hobart, 7th Septembe1·, 1901. 

The Hon. D. C. URQUHAl\'l', Ohai?-man Select Committee, 
North 1Wount Lyell Mining and Railway Bill. 

Re N01·th Mount Lyell Mining and Railway Bill, 1901. 
IT quite escaped my memory, when replying to Question No. 530, that an area of 5a. 3r. Op. was sold 

in fee simple to the 'l'asmanian Smelting Company, Limited, Zeehan, by the authority of. special Act of 
~arliament, 1900, 64 Viet. No. 55. J shall, therefol'e, feel obliged if you will tender my apologies to the 
Select Committee for the error 1 made, and I have to request that you will be good enough to ask the 
sanction of the Committee to my evidence being corrected in that particular. 

APPENDIX F. 

E. A. COUNSEL, Sm·veyor-General 
and Secretary for Lands. 

To the H ononmble the Spealwr and 1v.lembers of tlie House qf Assembly of t!te Sta16 

of Tasmania, in Pm·liament a.~sembled. 

The humble Petition of the undersigned Residents of the Electoral District of Lyell, in 
· the State of Tasmania, 

RESPEC1'FULLY SHOWETH: 

1. That your humble Petitioners reside. within the Electoral District of Lyell, in the State of Tasmania. 
2. l'hat your humble Petitioners are aware that a Bill, intituled "'l'he North Mount Lyell Mining 

and Railway Act, 1901," has been duly introduced to your Honourable House, read a first time, and 
referred to a Select Committee of your Honourable House. _ 

3. That your humble Petitioners respectfully submit that the powers sought to be obtained by Section 
3 of the said Bill should, in the said Bill itself, be accurately defined~ described, and limited, and should be 
subject to the approval of your Honourable House, and not to the approval of the Minister. 

4. That your humble Petitioners respectfully submit that the powers sought to be obtained by Secti~n 
5 of the said Bill should, in the said Bill, be accurately defined, described, and limited, and should be­
su~ject to the approval of your Honourable House only, and not to the approval of the Minister. 

5. That your humble Petitioners do respectfully _submit that the power to grant means of communi­
cation with the mineral lands in the vicinity of Mount Lyell, Mount Darwin, and Mount Jukes, in 
Tasmania should not be granted to the N ortJ, Mou:ra.t Lyell Copper Company, Limited, but that the 
power to do ,so should, in the best interests of your humble Petitioners and the people of this State, be 
reserved to His Most Gracious Majesty King, Edward the Seventh, and his Successors. 

6. That your humble Petitioners do verily believe; that if Section 9 of the said Bill be passed into law, 
that enterprise will receive a severe check, and that the mining industry of this State will be hampered and 
injuriously restricted if the present tolls, rates, and charges made upon the Railway of the North Mount 
Lyell Copper Company, Limited, are increased. · · 

7. That you!' humble Petitioners do respectfully submit that the increase in actual mileage sought by 
Section 10 of the said Bill is too great, and yom- humble Petitioners would 1110s t respectfully request that 
the said section be struck out. 

8. 'l'hat your humble Petitione1·s do verily lielieve that the mining and t:ommereial industries of the 
Lyell Distriet will be prejudicially affected if Sections 13 and 18 of the said :Bill be passed into law. 

9. 'l'hat your humble Petitioners do respectfully submit that the Lease or Leases sought to be obtained 
under Section 16 of the said Act should, in the interests of this State, be accurately defined, described, and 
limited by the said Bill. . 

10. That your humble-Petitioners do respectfully submit that, in the best interests of this State, Section 
21 be struck out, and that Section 70 of the North Mount Lyell and Macquarie Harbour Railway Act 
should be retained. · 
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11. That yonr hnmble Petitioners <lo respectfoll,v submit that the powers, rights, and privileges sought 
to be obtained by Sections 4, 2:2, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, ~8, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, and 35 of the said Hill are 
too indefinite and comprehensive, and your Petitioners do verily believe that if the said sections of the said 
Bill be passed into law that the lessees of mineral sectior,s situate in the immediate vicinity of Mount 
Darwin, Monnt Lyell, and Mount Jukes in Tasmania will be seriously hampered and !'estrained in the 
conduct of mining operations, and the means of profitably working their propel'ties will he taken from them, 
or else so interfered with as to render their existence as payable mines impossible. _ _ 

12. That yonr humble Petitioners to vel'ily believe, that if Sections 22, 33, 34, a~d 35 of the ·said Bill 
be passed into law, that all existing and future town boards and other !oral bodies having jurisdiction in 
the immediate vicinity of Mount Lyell, Mount Jukes, and Monnt Darwin will not be in a position to 
provide water and the means of lighting and cleansing to their respective communitie>1. 

13. That your humble Petitione!'s do verily believe that if the said Bill is passed into law in its present­
forrn, the State of Tasmania, and in particular the residents in this Electoral Di5trict of Lyell, will be 
prejudicially and injuriously affected, and deprived of many benefits and privileges. _ 

11, That you!' humble Petitioners desire to be heard by counsel, in opposition to the said Bill, at the 
Bar of your Honourable House, 

Your humble Petitioners therefore humbly pray your Honourable House not to allow the said Bill to 
pass into and become law. And your humble Petitioners further humbly pray your Honourable House to 
allow your humble Petitioners to be heard by counsel, in opposition to the said Bill, at the Bar of your 
Honourable Honse. 

And your Petitioners will ever pray, &c. 

[ He1·efollorv 77 Signatures.] 

APPENDIX G. 

To the Honourable the Speahe1· and Mernbe1w of tlte House of Assemb(I/ of the State 
o_f 'Pasrnania, in Parliament assembled. 

The humble Petition of the King Jukes Copper and Gold Prospecting Association, No Liability, 

RESPECTFULLY SHOWETH: 

l. That your humble Petitioner is the King Jukes Copper and Gold P1·ospecting Association, No 
Liability, a cornpnny duly registel'ed nnde!' the pl'ovisions of an Act of Parliament of 1he State of Tas­
mania, entitled'' The Mini11g Compa11ies Act, 1884," and carl'ying on mining operations at or in the 
immediate vicinity of Mount Jukes, in the State of 'fasmania. 

2. That yon Petitioner is the lessee from the Crown or Governmeut of Tasmania of Mineml Section 
l 737-93M, 40 acres in area, and also of 1861-93M, 40 acres in area, situat_e at Mount Jukes aforesaid. 

3. That your humble Petitioner is aware that a Bill, entitled" The North Mount Lyell Mining and· 
Railway Act, 1901 ," has been introduced to your Honourable House, read a first time, and referred to a 
Select Committee of your Honourable House. 

4. That your humble Petitioner respectfully submits that, if the said Bill is passed into law, your 
humble Petitioner will be prejudicially affected and restmined in the conduct of mining operations upon 
the said sections. 

5. That yonr humble Petitioner respectfolly submits that, if the said Bill be passed into law, your 
humble Petitioner will be retarded in the development of the said sectious, and that the North Mount 
Lyell Copper Company, Limited, will be in a position to ha!'ass and iujnre your humble Petitioner in the 
working of the said sections. 

6. That your humble Petitioner believes that, if the said Bill be passed into and become law, your 
humble Petitioner will be unable to profitably work the said sections. 

7. That your humble Pecitioner desires to be heard at the Bar of yot1r Honourable Honse by its 
counsel, Mr. Ambrose Alfred Winch, of Queenstown, in th:;, State of Tasmania, a duly-qualified legal 
practitioner. 

8. That your humble Petitioner respectfully _,,ubmits, .. that t.he powers and privileges sought to be 
obtained by Sections 4 and 5 of the said Bill should be particularly defined, comprised, and described in 
the said Bill, and that Section 9 of the said Bill should be struck out. 

· Your humble Petitioner therefore humbly prays your Honourable House not to allow the said Bill to 
pass into and become law. And your humble Petitioner further humbly prays your Honourable Honse to 
allow Mr. Ambrose Alfred Winch, of Queenstown, in the State of Tasmania, a duly-qualified legal prac­
titioner, and Lhe counsel of your Petitioner, to appear at the Bar of your Honourable House, and be heard 
in opposition to the said Bill. 

And your Petitioner will ever pray, &c. 
Given under the Seal :of the King Jukes Coppe1· and Gold Prospecting Association, No Liability, 

and the hands of two of its Directors. ,, 
JAS. CAIRNS, } n· t 
WILLIAM GRIEVE, irec ors. 
ARCHD. DOUGLAS, Legal Manager. 
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APPENDIX H. 

To the Honourable tlie Speaher and Members of tl1e House of Assembly oj the­
State of Tasmania, in Parliament assembled. 

The humble Petition of the Prince Darwin Copper Company, No Liability, 

RESPECTFL'LLY SHOWETH: 

I. That your humble Petitioner is the Prince Darwin Copper Company, No Liability, a company dulS: 
registered under the provisions of an Act of Parliament of the State· of Tasmania, intituled " The Min_ing 
Companies Act, 1884;'' and carries on mining operations at or in the immediate vicinity of Mount Darwin,· 
in the State of Tasmania. 

2. That your humble Petitioner is the lessee from the Crown ·or Government of Tasmania of Mineral 
Section N o.-2662-931\I. 

3. That your humble Petitioner is aware that a Bill, intituled "The North Mount Lyell Mining and: 
Railway Act, 1901," has been introduced to your Honourable House, read· a first time, and referred to a 
S_elect Committee of yom· Honomable House. 
. 4. That your humble Petitioner respectfully submits that, if the said Bill be passed into law, your.'. 

humble Petitioner will be prejudicially affected, and restrained in the conduct _of mining operations upon_ 
.the said section. 

5. That yom humble Petitioner respectfully submits that, if the said Bill be passed into law, your 
humble Petitioner will be retarded in the development of the said section, and that the North Mount Lyell 
Copper Company, Limited, will be in a position to harass and injure your humble Petitioner in the working 
of the said section, ···-··---· ·--· ...... -----···•-···· __ 

6. That your humble Petitioner believes that if the said Bill be passed into and become law, your 
humble Petitioner will be unable to profitably work the said section. 

7. That your humble Petitioner desires to ·be heard at the Bar of your Honourable Honse, by its 
counsel, ~1r. Ambrose Alfred Winch, of Queenstown, in the State of Tasmania, a duly-qualified legal 
practitioner. 

8. 'fhat your humble Petitioner respectfully submits that the powers and privileg-es sought to he 
obtained by Sections 4 and 5 of the said Bill should be particularly, defined, comprised, and described in 
the said Bill, and that Sect.ion 9 of the said Bill should be struck out. 

Your humble Petitioner therefore humbly prays your Honourable House not to allow the said Bill to 
pass into and become law. And your humble Petitioner further humbly prays your Honourable House to 
allow· Mr. Ambrose Alfred Winch, of Queenstown, in the State of Tasmania, a duly-qualified legal 
pi-actitioner, and the counsel of youl' Petir.ionel', to appeal' at the Bar of youl' Honout"able House, and be 
heard in opposition to the said B_ill. 

. And your Petitionel' will ever pray, &c. 
·· Given under the Seal of the Prince Darwin Copper Company, No Liability, and the hands of two·· 

Dire_ctors and the Manager. . . 
CHAS. ANDERSON, } . . 
WILLIAM H. LEWIS, Directors .. 

W. P. CALDER, ilfana.ger. 



51 
I 

[l ED. vu.] 1Vorth Jlllmtnt Lyell Min-in,q and Ra-ilwa_1/· 

As amended. by t)le Sele~t Committ<ee. 

A 

BILL 
TO 

. A.mend " '~I.1he North Mount _Lyell and }ll ac­
quatie Harbour Railway Act,'' and to 
authorise the is~ue of Special Leases to 
" The North Mount Lyell Copper Co:ni- · 
pany, Lirnited," and for- other purposes. 

w HER.EAS the North Mount Lyell Copper Company Limited 
is the lawful assignee and -transferee o.f all the rights, powers, 
privileges, benefits, concessions, and advantages conferred on the 
North Mount Lyell Mining Company No Liability by" The North 

5 Mount Lyell and Macquarie Harbour Railway Act:" 
And whereas it [being] (is) desirable to [offer further inducements 

to the North Mount Lyell Copper Company. Limited to expend 
capital to further the development of the mining properties in the 
vicinity of Mount LyP.tl, Mount Darwin, and Mount Juhes, and to] 

10 clear up certain doubts raised as to the- proper construction and 
meaning of the said Act, it is expedient to amend "The North 
Mount Lyell and Macquarie Harbour Railway Act" in the manner 
hereinafter provided : · 

Be it therefore enacted by His Excellency the Governor of 
15 Tasmania, qy and with the advice and consent of the Legislative 

Council and House of Assembly, in Parliament assembled, as fol-· 
lOWS :-

(No.-50.) 

A.D. HJOl. 

PRlGHIBLE. 

l This Act may be cited as" The North }\fount Lyell Mining and Short title. 
Railway Act, 1901." . · 

20 2 ln this Act the expression "the said Act" shall mean the Act Interpretation. 
of the .Parliament of 1'asrnania intituled "An Act to authorise 
1 The North 'Mount Lyell Mining Company No Liability' to con-
struct and maint,1in and -wor:k a Railway from Mount Lyell to 
111. acquarie .Harbour," and the expression " the Railway " shall in~an 

25 the H,ailway which the said Act authorises the said Company to 
construct, maintain, and work, and the expression "the Compai1y" 

· sha,ll mean "The North Mount Lyell Copper Company Limited., 
and its assigns. 

r P1·ivafo. J 

* * * 'l'he words proposed to be struck out are enclosed in bl'ackets [ .] ; those to be 
inserted, in parentheses ( ) . 

\ 

.. 
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3 .Notwithstanding anything to the contrary contained in the 
said Act, it shall be laiwful for the Company to construct any of the 
extensions and branches authorised by Section Twelve of the said 
Act, and also any branches or ext~nsions authorised l ,y t.his Act 
of any of the Three gauges specified in Section Fj v0 of the said 5 
Act, and it shall not be obligatory fqr the Company to construct the 
said extensions and branches of the same gauge as its main line of 
R~ilway or of the same gauge as any other branch ; and it ~h:.tll be 
lawful for the Company to construct (any branches, extensions. or) 
tram lines (authorised by the said Act, or this Act) of a11y g-rade [that 1V 
shall] (or curve, provided such branches, extensions, 01 tram lines) be 
provided with suitable machinery for the safe working of (the) same. 
(Provided also that the suitability of the machinery be subject to the 
approval of the Engineer-in-Chief.) 

4 Notwithstanding anything to the contrary contained in the 15 
said Act, it shall be lawful for the Company to make such altera­
tions in the routes of the extensions and branches of the Railway 
authorised bv Section Twelve of the said Act as the [Minister] 
(Governor in., Council) may from .time to time approve. · [And it shall 
be lawful for the Company to construct a branch of the Railway from 20 
the Sections of Mineral land held by the South Mount Lyell Company 
to the Sections of Mineral Land held by the Mount Lyell Comstocl.­
Company along any route that may be approved by the Minister.] 

5 It shall be lawful for the Company to make any branches or 
extension of the Railway to any Mineral Lands in the vicinity of :25 
Mount Lyell Mount Darwin, or Mount. Jukes, along any route that 
inay l,e approved by the Minister (and also to make· the Town of Gor­
manston a te1;minus for any branch line or extension now or herep.fter 
to be constructed· by the CompanyJ · 

6 lt shall be lawful for the Company to make a branch or 30 
branches of the Railway to its Smelters and to any land or any por­
tion of any land which may be leased to the Company under the 
provisions of this Act, and to make sidings. · · 

(Provided always that the Company shall not be at liberty to con-
. struct any branch, extension, or tramline under the powers co1iferred 35 
by this Section or the preceding Section to any point distant more than 
.Five miles from the Railway, unless such branch, extension, or tram­
line has been sanctioned by· a Resolutio11 of both House,, of Parliament. 

Provided also that, before any such Resolution is proposed, at least 
Fourteen days' notice of motion be g-iven in the House in which it is 40 
first in-troduced, and that previously· ·an advertisement of intention to 
move the same shall have be~n published Once a week for Two con­
secutive weeks in a public newspaper-published iu Hobart and Laun­
ceston, and in a public newspaper published in or nearest to the Jistrict 
affected by the proposed branch, extension, or tramline, and that an 45 
interval of Seven. days shall elapse between the passing of the Resolu­
tion in· oue House and its confirmation iii the other. 

Provided further that, before application is made to the.Minister to 
approve a route fur any branch 01~ extension under the · preceding 
Section to a point distant not more than Five miles from the Railway, 50 
notice oft.he intention of the Company to make such application ·shall 
b.e advertised Ouce in a public newspaper published in Hoba.rt and 
Launceston, and Twice in a public newspaper published in or neares.t 
to the di8trict. affected by the proposed Lranch or extension.) 
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\, 7 The Company shall be deemed to have been entitled, as from .:,,. .D. 1901. 
the date of the coming into operation of the said Act, to take and . 
use, and shall hereafter be entitled to continue to use all such Oompa~yentitled 

. f' C 1 l 1· h . dtl f O h . to continue portions o rown anc exceec 111g t . e w1 1 o ne c a1n the use of and 
.5 as have in fact been taken and used by them for the take further 

construction and ~xecution of the · Railway and works, and portions of _ . 
for the :maintenance and working of the Railway, such (:rown land m _ 
portions of Crown, land to be delineated on plans- which ~wu ?Jt~ne cham 
have been or which may be · supplied by the Company to the m wi · 

. I O Minister, and to be- approved of by the Governor in Council and 
signed by the Minister ; and it shall be lawful for the Company at 
any time or times hereafter, subject to the provisions of the said 
Act where not inconsistent with this Act, and subject. to the ap­
.proval of the J}ove'rnor in Council, to take and use all such further 

J 6 portions of Crown land in excess of One chain in width as may be 
required for the construction and ~execution of any of the vrnrks 
mentioned in Section Thirty-seven of. the said Act, or for the main­
tenance or better or more efficient working of the Railway .. 

Provided always, that the right by this Act conferred upon the 
20 Company to take and use or to continue to use Crown land, shall 

not be deemed to be of any gren,ter or other nature or extent than 
that of an easement. 

8 lt shall be lawful for the Minister to construct and maintain Minister may 
any road across the Railway at auy point directed by the Minister autho~ise con­

:!,':i upon payment of proper compensation for any interference with strn~twn of 

h k f h C h . h . . f d. public roads t e wor so t e ompany, w 1c compensation, 1n case o 1spute, across Railway. 
shall be settled by arbitration in the manner prescribed by The · 
Lands Clauses A et in cases of disputed compensation ; but the 
Minister may construct any public road across the· Railway_with- , 

30 out paying any compensation "to the Company.: Provided always. 
that no road shall be constructed over any land used by the Com­
pany as a st·1.tion-yard without the consent of the Company, nor 
over any portibn of the Railway if the traffic thereon is likely to be 
if).ter'fered with by the use of such road. 

(after the passing of this Act) .~ 
35 9-(1.) lf at any time* any toll, rate, fare, or charge for the car- Rates and toll 

riaO'e and conveyance of passengers, goods, merchandise, live stock, chrgeable by 6 

b . - · • . . the Company for 
chattels, and other thmgs of any descnpuon, (,;;hall be) fixed, altered, or t.he carriage of 
amended in accordance with Section Twenty-five of the said Act (which) goods. 
shall be considered by the Company to be unprofitable, the Com- cft 

40 pany may at any time after such is made require· by notice in 
writing to the Minister that the question whether such toll, rate, 
fare, or charge shall be binding on the Company, shall be referred 
to the determination of Three Arbitrators, One of whom shall be 
appointed by the Minister, a.net One of whom shall be appointed by 

45 the Company and the third shall be appointed by the other Two 
Arbifrators. (Provided that such not.ice shall he given within Two ~l~ 
months after such fixing·. alteration, or amendment as aforesaid.) ,sg, 

('2.) If the.Minister tail[s] or refuse[s] to appoint an Arbitrator ~ 
for the purpose aforesaid within a period of One month after 

50 having received notice in writing. from the Comp·any to do so, it 
shall be lawful for the Company to appoint an Arbitrator 
to act with the Arbitrator appointed by the Company, 
and such Two Arbitrators shall appoint a third Arbitrator, and if 
any vacancy shall occur among the Arbitrators before they have de-

55 termined the matter referred to them, such vacancy shall be filled 
up by the appointment of another Arbitrator by the same authority 
by which the Arbitrator whose place has bec9my vacant was ap-
pointed, - ··· 
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(3.) The Arbitrators, or a. majority of them,_ after taking into 
considera,tion the reason for ·such. fixture, alteration, or amendment, 
and the profits being made on the Railway, shall determi1:c wh~t 
shall be the amount of such toll, rate, fare, or charge on the Ra1l­
vmy : And in so far as such determination may be in contravention 5 
of· Section Twenty-five of the said Act, Section Twenty-five is 
hereby repealed. . . . . 

(4.) The tolls. rates, fares, and charges for the carriage and 
conveyance of passengers, goods, merchandi,se, live stock, chattels, 
and other things of every descriptioi1 on the R_ailway shal1 not _be I_0 
subject to any alteration or amendment made m accordance with 
Section Twenty-five of the said Act from the time that the Com­
pany gives notice in writing to the Minister as herrinbefo_re pro-. 
vided mitil the tolls, rates, fares, and charges are so determmed.by 
the Arbitrators as aforesaid. ,, 15 

(5.) .Jfor the pnrposes of .this Section, the provisions of "The 
Arbitration Act, 1892," ex·cept as hereby varied, are incorporated 
with this Act. · 

10 It shall be lawful for the .Company to multjply by Three the 
a9tual mileage in computation of the tolls; rates, fares, and charges 20 
for the conveyance and carriage of all passengers, goods, merchan­
dise, live stock, chattels, and other things over and along those Sec­
tions of the Railway or its branches and extensions which are 
worked with the assistance of a rack or third rail in accordance 
with either of the systems krrown respecti1r1~ly as the Abt or Fell 25 
systems, or other special mechanism ; but. such additi?m to ·the 
mileage shall not be allowed in respect of-the tolls, rates, fares, and 
charg~s for· the conveyance and carriage of passengers in any train 
unless accommodation is provided therein for the carriage of pas-
sengers at both First and Second class rates. 30 

11 It shall be lawful for the Minister at any time and frmr, time 
to time to accept surrenders from the Company of all or any of the 
Leases from time to time (now) held by the Company under any Act, and 
to grant to the Company instead and in place of the Lease or Leases 
so surrendered a special Lease or Leases in accordance with the 35 
provisions of this ~-'\et of the Lands mentioned and described in the 
Lease or Leases surrendered by the Company under the authority 
of this Act. . · 

12 Every Lease granted under this Act shall be for ·a term of 
[Fort_v] (Thirty) years, and shall centain the resel'vations, covenant8, 40 
conditions. and provisos contained in the' Form of Lease set forth in 
Schedule (1.) hereto. 

[Provided that if at the expiration of Five years from the date of 
'the pnssing of this Act the Company is not able to satisfy the 
Minister that it has expended in the development and improvement 4!3 
of its mining property and by the erection of plant and machinery 
necessary for the purposes or busine-:s of the Company, an .l by the 
construction of the ·Ra.ilway authoris~d by "The North Mount 
Lyell and Macqi'tarie Harbour Railway Act," a sum of not less than 
Fo11.r hun~lred thousand Pounds, then the term of any special Lease f50 
issued under the ::rnthority of this Act for any term exceeding Ten 
years shall be regarded as a Lease for Ten years from the date of 
its issue, instead of for the full term therein mentioned, but with 
the same right to renewnJ at the expiration of such Ten year,s' as if 
the special Lease had been issued under the provisions of "The 55 
Mining Act, 1900." J · 
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13 It shall be lawful for the Minister of Lands from time to A:n. l 901. 
time to grant to the Company DJ special Lease in the £orm of Lease . -. -
:~et forth in Schedule (1.) hereto of the piece of Land containing M

1 
inis

1
terdmay 

• . . ease an 
[Eight] (Seven) liundred (andiTwenty)"acres described iu ::::chedule exempted from 

5 (2.) l1ere10; also from time to ~time to grant to the Compauy any operatio1; ~£ 
1 I f. · a· £ I · d d l " The Mmmg c,i:-Pn1ent ,-ver a:n.Y sue 1 ~and ~1s_ a oresa1 · 1~r sue 1 perw an on sue 1 .A.et. 1893,,, to. 

terms a1!d eondrt:ons as the_Mm1ster m_a,y thm.k fit. . . . · Co~pany, 
.Yrov1ded always, that all the prov1s10ns.of the said Act as to the ~ · 

taking over and acquiring the Railw;1y shall apply to any portions 
I iJ of the Lands to be leased under this Act which at the- time of the 

said purchase may be used for or may be necessary to be used for 
the working of the. Railway. · 

14 E~ery Lease granted 1nider the authority 9f this Act shall be Lease to be by 
hy deed, and shall be in duplicate_1 and One part thereof shal] be deecl. 

I ,5 signed, sealed, and delivered by the Mini$ter and the other part 
shall be executed and delivered by the Company, and shall bind the 
Company, its successors, and assigns, to occupy and work the Land 
therein described u:nder and subject ·to the conditions and stipula­
tions and grounds of forfeiture therein set forth. 

120 ll.5 The rent to be paid for the Land comprised in any Lease Rent. 
gTanted under the authority of this Act shall be Five Shillings per . 
year for every acre or part of ai1 acre comprised in the Lease, and 
shall be payable in advance on the First day of July in every year, 
and rn every case in which, a Lease shall be granted under this Act . 

'25 after the .First day of July in any year the rent for the Land corn­
, prised in such Lease shall be pDjd in advance for _the period ending 

on the Thirtieth day of Juf!,e following the date_·thereof. 
. . . 

[16 1.t shall· be lawful for the Governor in Council to grant to ·the [.A.clditional 
Company a Lease or Leases in accordance with ·the provisions of leases may be 

30 this Act of any Land joining on to any Land comprised in any granted.] · 
Lense surrendered by the Company under the authority of this Act: B 
Lease surrendered qy the Company under the authority_ of this Act.] 

].7 Every Lease gr:anted ·under the authority of this Act shailL, Leases may be 
at the option of ther Company, be renewed upon the expir11Jtion renewed. 

· 35 thereof for a further period of Thirty years upon the same te!t'ms • 
and conditions, and subject to the payment of such rent [not exceed-
ing double the rent previously paid for the Land thereby leased,] as ~ 
the Govf-~rnor in Council shall think fit to impose (under any mining 
Act thw in force) 

40 18 It shall be Ia-w;ful for the Minister. at any time and from time Special ease­
to time to accept surrenders from the Company of all or any wnter- ments .to be 
rights, easements, or licences held from time to time by the -Com- granted. 
pany, and to give to the Company instead and in place thereof 

· water-rights, easements, and licences for a pe:i;iod concurrent with 
, 45 the special Leases and the renewals thereof authorised by this Act 

to be granted to the Company. 

19 Subject to· the provisions of this Act, all the provisions of Pro.visions 0£ 
"The Mining Act, 1900," as far as the s·ame.are applicable and are "'rhe Mining 
not inconsistent with the provisions of this .Act, shall apply to all Ac\ 1900," to 

:50 .Leases, water-rights, easements, and licences e-ranted under the app Y· 
rrnthority of this Act. · 

0 

• 

Ptovided always, that the provisions in " The Mining Act, 1900," 
as to a:nalgan:iation of· cl::i,ims held up.d~r Lease1 shall not apply to 
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A.D. HJOI. any Leases granted to the .Company under the authority o:f this 
Act,. but the ,yhole of the Land included in any Lease or Leases to 
be granted u:n,der the authority of this Act shall be considered as 
amalgamated into,and forming One claim. 

Lensc!-' to include 20 Every Lease gra:nted- under the authority of this Act shall 5 
all minerals. enable the Company .to mine for, ra1se, and extract from the Land 

therein described gold,' silver, copper, tin, lead, coal, shale, slate, 
freestone, limestone, awl any other mineral or substance found in 
or under such Land, and to appropriate and dispose of the same in 
accordance with the provis1ons of such Lease for the sole use and 10 
benefit of the Compa:ny. 

' Minister not to 21 Notwithstanding anything contained in the said Act, it 
give notice of shall not be lawful for the Minister to give notice to 
intention to pur- the Company of the intention of the Crown .to take over the Rail­
chase _Railway 
until expiration way under the provisions of the said Act until the expiration of 15 
of special leases. [any special Lease m· Leases and the renewals thereof granted by t.he 

g Minister fo the Company under the provisions of this Act] (a period 
.of Thirty years.from the date of the passing· of this Act. And for the 
purposes of Sections Seventy, Seventy-one, Sevent;y-two, Seventy­
three, Seventv-four, Seventv-five, and Seventy-six of the said Act, and 20 
of this Sectio·;1 of this Act: the expression ". the said Railway" shall 
in_clurle all branches, exten!"ions, and tramlines constructed by the Corn- · 
pany under the authority of the said Act or this Act·: Provided the 
construction of such branches, extensions, or tramlines have been first 

[Right to 
conserve w:1tcr.] 

~ 

[Works.] 

~ 

approved by Resolution of both Houses of Parliament.) . 25 

[22. It shall be lawful for the C0mpany, for the purpose ·of con­
serving and affording a supply of water, electric light energy, 
and power., to the Mineral Lands in the vicinity of · Mount Lyell, 
Mount Darwin, and Mount Jukes, and to the miners and in-
habitants of Gormansto-n, Kelly's Basin, and Crotty (the locality 30 
of the Company's smelter site),,and for the purposes of any of ~he 
Company's works, to construct reservoirs and dams and to dam 
back, tap, or divert any -rivers, streams, or water-courses on un­
occupied Crown Lands or on Crown Lands held by the Company 
under Lease or licence or on Lands of which it has. acquired the 35 
ownership in fee simple, and to enter upon, take, and use such of 
the said Lands as the Company shall deem necessary for such pur­
pose, and to intercept, collect, and impound, and use for the pur­
poses of the undertaking, the storm or rain water which sh,all fall 
or enter upon or drain into the said Lands, and also to take, collect, 40 
and divert into the intended reservoirs, dams, aqueducts, and 
waterworks the water from or out of any springs, lake~, or 
natural reservoirs to be found on or_ under the said Lands.] 

[23 It shall be lawfol for the Company from tinie to time to make 
and execute all or any of the works following (that is to say):- 45 

A"queducts, sluices, or races from its reservoirs o·r any or either 
of them t? the others of Sl\Ch reservoirs or any or either of the~, to­
gether with all necessary and proper embankments, cuttmgs, 
drains, weirs, dams, arches, and other conveniences. 

Also to divert any existing watercourses and to deepen or other- 5 O 
wise improve such aqueducts, sluices, or races, and the beds or 
banks thereof, a:nd to arch over the same. 

Also to lay down mai.r:is or pipes, and to make sluices or races 
from any of the reservoirs or. works belonging to the Company to 
any place or places mentioned in tiie preceding Section, and to lay 55 
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• 
down, erect, and set up service-pipes or stand-pipes in connecrtion A.ll. um 
with such mains, sluices, 01:· races, reservoirs, 01'"works. 

Also to construct and erect such earthwork, brickwork, masoni·y, 
, and buildings as the Company may deem requisite. 
5 Also to lay out, make, and construct convenient roads or ways to ~ 

the said works, or for any other purposes connected with the said 
waterworks which the Company may think beneficial to the under­
taking. 

Also to extend their mains, pipes,. sluices, or races whenever it 
I 0 shall be necessary for supply111g the mining companies, miners, and 

inhabitants with water. 
And also from time to time maintain, r·epair, or alter the before-

mentioned works or any of them.] ~ 

[24 It shall be lawful for the Company to erect and set up any 
I 5 steam engines, mills, or other pumping or lifting power for the pur­

pose of raising water out of or into the reservoirs, aqueducts, dams, 
sluices, or races of the Company, and to construct and maintain in 
connection with such engines, mills, or other power such drains and 
other works· as the Company shall from time to time think ex-

:20 pedient. ] 

[25 Every person who shall wilfully obstruct any person acti11g 
under the authority of the Company in making, executing, con­
structing, or erecting any of the waterworks, or shall wilfully in­
jure or destroy any of the works belonging to the Company, shall 

25 be liable to a penalty not exceeding Fifty Pounds for every such 
offence.] 

. [26 The Company shall do as little damage as may be in the 
execution of the powers by this Act granted, and shall make com­
pensation for any damage which may be done in the execution of 

30 such powers, and in event of disagreement between the parties as 
to the amount of compensation the same shall be determined by ar­
bitration under the provisions of " The Arbitration Act, 1892." J 

[2 7 The Company may from time to time supply any person 
with water for·any purposes, and with electric light, energy, and 

35 power, for such remuneration and upon such terms and conditions 
as shall be agreed upon between the Company and the person 
desirous of having the supply.] -

[28 .Every" person who, not, having agreed to be supplied wi-qh 
water by the Company, shall take any water from any reservoir, 

40 dam, ·aqueduct, sluic·e, or race belonging to the Company, or from 
any other work or place containing water belonging to the Com­
pany shall forfeit to the Company for every such offence a' sum not 
exceeding Ten .Pounds. J · 

[29 Every person who shall wilfully or carelessly break, rnJure, 
45 oi' open any lock, valve, pipe, or work belonging to the Qompany 

or shall unlawfully draw off, divert, or take the water from any 
reservoir, aqueduct, sluice, race, or other works of the Company, or 
shall do any other wilful act whereby such water shall be wasted, 
shall forfeit to the Company for every such offence .a sum not ex-

50 ceeding Fifty pounds.] 

[Power to erect 
steam engines.] 

.B 
[Penalty for 
wilfully injuring 
the works of the 
Company.] · 

Ja) 
[Company to , 
make compen­
sation.] 

c8 
[Water and 
electric light may 
be S)-lpplied by 
agreement.] 

.,9 
[Penalty for 
takingCompany':s 
water without 
agreement.] 

B 
[Penalty for 
destroying 
aqueduct, &c.] 

[30 .Every person who s~iall conmiit any ?f the _off~1~ces next here- [Penalty fora8 
inafter enumerated shall for every such offence forfeit to the Com- causing the water 
pany a sum not exceeding Five Pounds-that is to say-every of the Company 

to be fouled, &c.] 
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pe~son who shall bathe fa any.reservoir, aqueduct, or other water­
works belonging to the Company, or wash, throw, or cause to enter 
therein any dog ot other animal ; every person ·who shall throw 
any rubbish, dirt, filth, or other noisome thing into such reservoir, 
aqueduct, or other waterworks as aforesaid, or wash or cleanse 5 
therein any cloth, wool, leather, or skin of any animal, or any 
clothes or other thing . 

.Every person who shall ,cause the water of any sink, sewer, or 
drain, or other filthy water belonging to him, or under his control, 
or any sludge or tailings to run or be brought into any reservoir, I o 
aqueduct, or other watercourse belonging to the Company, or shall 
do any act whereby the water of the Company shall be fouled ; and 
every such person shall forfeit a further sum not ex:c-=:eding a sum 
of :Forty Shillings for each day (if more than One) that such last-
mentioned offence shall be continued.] 15 

[ 31 Notwithstanding the liability of any person to any penalty 
under the provisions of this Act, he shall not be relieved from any 
other liability or punishment to which he would have been subject 
if· this Act had not been passed. J 

[32 .Every person who wilfully, fraudulently, or by culp- 20 
able negligence injures or suffers to be injured any electric line, 
meter, accumulator, _transformer, fittings, apparatus, or works be­
longing to the Company, or alters the index to any meter, or pre­
vents any'meter from_duly registering the quantity of electricity 
supplied or fraudulently. abstracts, consumes, or uses electricity oJ 25 · 
the Company, shall, on conviction (without prejudice to any other 
right_ or remedy for the -protection of the Companv or the punish­
ment of the offender), for every such offence forfeit and pay a pen­
alty not exceeding Five Pounds, and, in addition, the Company 
may recover the amount of any damage by it sustained.] 30 

33 (The last proviso of Section Thirty-seven of the said Act is 
hereby repealed, and the following shall be read and ·construed as the 
last proviso of the said Section :-) "It shall be lawful fur tlie Com­
pany (subject to the approval of the Governor in Conncil) from time to 
time· to demand, take, collect, levy, and make such reasonable tolls, a5 
rates, fare-,, and charges for allowing goo<ls, mel'chandise, live stock, 
chattels, ·and other things of every desctiption to be conveyed over 

. and along or deposited in or upon such wharves, piers, or docks as 
have· been or may be constructed in accordance with the powers 
conferred by (this) Section " [Thirty-seven of the said Act .. ] 40 

34 The Compa.ny shall have the right to purchase the fee simple 
of the Land described in Schedule (3.) hereto nt the price of One 
Pound per acre: .And the Company shall have the right, subject to 
the approval of the Governor in Council, to purchase the fee simple 
of _the Crown Land described in Schedule (2.) hereto, o1 any portion 45 
thereof at any time held by it under Lease, at a, price to be ag~·eed 
on between the Minister and· the Company not exceeding Two 
Pounds per acre. 

35 [The Company shall ha.ve the right to· an exclusive, per­
manent reservation dnring the perjod of any special J ... eases and re- 50 
newals thereof granted by the Minister t0 the Qompany under this 
Act of all timber in the areas of Crown Lands wliich vrnre reserved 
for timber required by the Oompany in the construction of the Rail­
way. But this Section shall give the Company no other right over 
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the said areas of Crown Lands except a licence to cut and remove .A.D. 1901, 
timber. J The Company shall pay to the Minister .as the purchase- -
money for all timber removed by the Company [from the said areas, B 
and] [rom any [other] Crown Land, a_ Royalty of . One Shilling 

-5 and Sixpence per One thousand superfima1 feet for pme and black­
wood, and Sixpence for One thousand superficial feet for all hard 
and other kinds of wood, and One Penny per ton of Eighty feet for 
all fire and cord wood-1 The wood so purchased shall be the absolute 
property of the Company. (and it shall be la"'ful for the Minister from B 

HO time to time to set aside areas of Crown Land for the exclusive use of 
the Company.) 

36 All offences against this Act shall be heard and determined 
and all orders sha11 be made and all penalties and sums of money 
imposed or made payable by this Act shall be recovered in a sum­

:J 5 mary way in the mode prescribed by The Mayistrates Summary 
Procedure A et, and all penalties declared to be payable to the Com-
pany shall be paid to the Company. · 

Recovery of 
penalties. 

37, This Act and the said Act shall be read and constructed to- Acts to be read' 
gether as one Act. together. • 

SCHEDULE. 

(1.) 

FORM OF LEASE. 
"Tms DEED op LEASE made the day of 
-,One thousand nine hundred and by the authority of His Excellency the 
-Governor in Council, between the Minister of Mines 0£ the one part, and the 
North Mount Lyell _Copper Company, Limited (hereinafter called "the Com­
,pany ") of the other part: WIT NESSETH, that, in consideration of the rents, reser­
vations, covenants, provisos, and agreements hereinafter contained, and on the part 

-of the Company to be paid, observed, and performed, the Minister of l\fines doth, 
by these presents, demise and lease unto the Company, its successors and assigne, 

,all ihat piece or parcel ofland particularly described in the ~chedule ( l.) hereto, 
.and as the same is delineated on the map or plan hereon endorsed, and surrounded 
by a red boundary line, as shown in Schedule (2.) hereto, together with full and 
free liberty for the Company, its successors and assigns, and its and their agents, 

,servants, and workmen, in and upon the land hereby demised, to dig, sink, drive, 
make, and use, all such pits, shafts, levels, and watercourses, and do all such 

. other things, including the erection of all such machinery, buildings, and other 
-'works, and to appropriate and use such water flowing in a natural channel 
"through or along the boundary of the ·said land hereby demised, or naturally 
. deposited within the area of the land hereby demised, as may be proper and 
-requisite for mining, working, and obtaining the gold, silver, copper, and aU 
-.other minerals and ores therein contained, and for effectually washing and· 
.separating the said gold, minerals, and ores, from all soil and other substances 
.mixed with them, and for smelting and reducing any such orfls or minerals into 
~metal, and for manufacturing, engineering, railway, explosive, and other works: 
Excepting, and always reserving unto the Minister of Mines, or to .any person 

•-duly authorised by law in that behalf, or any person by him in that behalf 
:appointed by writing under his hand, full and free liberty, at all proper and 
_reasonable times during· continuance of this demise, with or without assistants, to 
--enter into and upon the land· hereby demised, and all mines, works, and 
~buildings thereon, in order to view and examine the condition thereof; and, foi· 

[Private] · 
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that purpose, to make use of any of the roads, ways, machinery, and works. 
belonging to the said land, mines, and premises: Ah10 full and free liberty,. 
during the continuance of this demise, t.o use or make and use any drifts, levels, 
shafts, watercourses, adits, or passages, being· in or upon any part of the premises­
hereby demised, or the surface thereof, for the purpose of freeing a.ny other land 
or mines whatsoever from water, or for conducting water for the use of any such· 
lastmentioned land, or mines, or the machinery or works connected therewith, or· 
for supplying the same with fresh air: Also full and free liberty, at all times 
during the continuance of this demise, to make any levels, drifts, shafts, adits,. 
watercourses, railroacls, and other roads or ways, in, through, or upon any part 
of the premises hereby demised, or the surface thereof, for effectually working 
any other adjoining or neighbouring mines, or for any purpose whatsoever, 
causing thereby, neverthelesfl, as little as possible obstrnction or injury to any of 
the levels, drifts, shafts, adits, watercourses, roads or ways and works belonging to 
the said land, mines, and premises hereby demised, and in actual use: A 11d except 
and always reserviug unto His Majesty all such parts and so much of the land 
lrnreby demised as may be required for making public ways, in, over, and through. 
the same, to be set out by the Governor, or some persou by him authorised in that 
respect: And also all storn-', gravel, indigenous timber and other materials, the-· -
natural produce of the said land, which may be required at any time or times here­
after for the construction or repair of any public wa.ys, bridges, fences, em ba 11k111en ts,. 
da.ms, sewers, or drains necessary for the same, together with the right of taking 
and removing ~di such mateJ'ials, and of full and free ingress, egl'e~s, aud reg1·ess­
into, out of~ and upon the said land, for the several purposes, all and singular, 
other the premises hereinbefol'e mentioned or refened to, and hereby as,;;ig-ned, __ 
to have and to hold the said land, mines, p;old, minerals, and ores hereby 
demised, with their appurtenances (except as afo!'esaid) unto the Company, its­
succ·essors or assigns, from the day of the da.te hereof', for and dming the full 
tenu of Forty years next e11suing, and fully to be complete and ended, to the· 
intent and that the same shall be used for such mining and smelting operations-
as aloresaid, yielding and paying t.hel'efor yearly, a11Cl every year during the 
term hereby demised, the yearly rental of Five l:\hilli11gs for every acre or part 
thereof, by equal yearly payments, to be made in advance, 011 the fil'st day oC 
July in each and eve1·y year of the said tel'rn; and all such payments to be free· 
and clear of and from all rates, taxes, and assessments now or which may here­
after be imposed upon and in respect of the land and premises hereby dernised,­
and from all other charges and deductions whatsoever, subject, nevertheless, to 
the restrictions, conditions, covenants, and provisos herein and hereby made, 
expressed, and referred to: And the Company hereby covenants with all(] to the 
Minister of Mines, in manner following·; that is to say, that the Cornpany shall 
and will pay the rent hereby reserved, upon the days and times herei11uefore 
·appointed for the payment thereof, free and clear, as aforesaid, according to the· 
true intent and meaning· of these pl'esents: And also shall and will, at all times­
during the continuance of this demi~e, prepal'e and keep proper plans and. 
·sections of all the workings, and of the actual condition of the mines and. 
premises hereby demised, such plans to be upon such scale and in acco1·dance with, 
·st1eh directions as the Minister of Mines, or other officer authorised and appointed 
by him in that behalf~ shall from time to time direct ; and shall delivel' annually,. 
during the said term, a true copy of such plans or sectio11s to the Minister of· 
·]\'lines, or other officer, for the use of the Government of this :::itate: And also­
shall and will supply annually during the said term, to the prnper officer "·lio 
may be authorised or appointed by the Governor in that behalf, such retu1 ns,. 
particulars, or statistics of the operations to be carried on upon the said land, 
and the results thereof; as he may from time to time in that behalf require,. 
accompanied with a statutory declaration of the truth and correctness thereof: 
·And also that the Company, its agents, workmen, and servants shall and will,_ 
during the ccnt.i1mance of this demise, work and carry on mining operations on 
the said land, mines, and premises in a fair, orderly, skilful, and workmanlike· 
·manner : And shall aud will employ in the construction of the works or in any 
.of the contemplated operations on or under the said land during the said term 
·and during the usual hours of labour, such number of able and competent. 
·workmen and miners as shall represent a proportion of Three men for every 
Eighty acres of land hereby demised, unless preveuted by inevitable accident 

·and obstruction or dm·ing the execution of repairs : And also that it shall be 
lawful for any officer appointed by the Governor in that behalf, at all proper and. 
:reasonable times during· the continuance· of this demise, and whether the saip -
mining and smelting operations shall be in progress or not, with~ut interruption, 
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or disturbance from the Company or it,. agents, workmen, or servants, to enter A..D. 1901. 
into and upon the said ruines works, and premises hereby demised, or any part 
thereof, to view and examine the state and condition thereof, and whether the 
said mines be worked in a proper, skilful, and workmanlike manner, and for such 
purposes to make use of the roads, ways, machinery, or works belonging to the 
said mines and premises: And also that the Company or its miners, workmen, 
or servants shall not carry on mining· operations on the said lands, mines, and 
premises hereby demised out of or beyond the limits and boundaries mentioned 
m the first Schedule hereto: And shall and will pump out the water from its 
mines on the said land at all reasonable times or contribute or pay ratably with, 
adjoining occupiers or lessees of Crown land for the time being, a fair proportion 
of water charges for keeping its works free from water, or shall and will pay to 
meet the loss or expense incurred by the Government or by such lessees-
aforesaid, or the adjacent or neighbouring miners, if any, such proportionate rate· 
to be determiued or assessed by the Commissioner of the District or other officer· 
authorised by the Minister of Mines on his own view or upon such evidence as. 
may appear to him sufficient, and to be recoverable by distress of the goods,. 
chattels, gold, or 1j1•e of the. Company being upon the said land, to be levied 
upon warrant under the baud of the Commissioner of the District or other· 
officer as aforesaid : And also shall and will make adequate provision for the-
disposal of the detritus, dirt, waste, workings, 01· refuse, that the same shall not 
be an in~onvenience, nuisance, or obstruction to any roads, ways, rivers, creeks,. 
or private or Crown lands, or in any manner occasion any private or pulilia-
damage or inconvenience: And also shall and wili make such ptovision for 
decency and the observance of sanitary regulations as the Commissioner of 
the District shall approve and direct : And also shall and will erect and: 
keep erected during· the said term a post, not less than Four feet Six inches. 
above the g-rouud and Eig·ht inches in diameter, at each and every angle of 
the land hereby demised. and at each such post, trenches, uot · 1ess than Three· 
feet in length and Nine inches in depth, indicating- the direction of the boundary 
lines : And also shall and will build and keep in good repair a sufficient and'. 
substantial wall or fence around all the shafts which may at any time during the 
said term be open in any part of the said demised premises, or elsewhere for· 
the purposes of this demise, so as to lessen the liability to accident, and, further,. 
effectually to p1·event all access thereto by cattle: And shall and will fill up• 
with earth or waste heaps, or effectually and substantially shut up and enclose,, 
all shafts which shall be closed or allowed to go out of repair, with the consent 
in writing· of the Commissioner of the District or other officer duly authorised 
by the Minister of Mines in that behalf: And also shall and will at all times 
during the continuance of the said demise keep and preserve the said mines and 
premises from all unnecessary injury and damage, and also the levels, drifts,. 
shafts, watercourses, erections, or other conveniences, roa<ls, and ways constructed. 
for mining purposes in good order, repair, and condition, except such of the 
said works as shall from time to time be certified by the Commissioner of the 
_District or other proper officer to be unnecessary for the further working of the-
said mine, or for any purpose connected with the working of any other mines;. 
And in such state and condition shall and will, at the end or other sooner­
determination of the said term, deliver peaceable possession thereof~ and of all 
and singular the premises hereby demised, to the Minister of Mines, or to· 
the Commissioner of the District or other Officer authorised to receive possession 
thereof, and further shall and will likewise observe, perform, fulfil, and keep the· 

·further conditions, covenants, and provisos hereinafter mentioned, and also shall. 
not cut or use any timber growing upon the said land except for the Mining, 
Railway, Smelting, and other operations of the Company, or for the domestic, 
purposes of those engaged or employed by the Company. 
_ Provided also, that this lease may be declared void and forfeited by the­

Governor in Counril in manner provided by law if default shall be made by 
the Company or their successors in all OJ' any of the following conditions, that: 
'is to say-if the rent be not paid yearly in advance to the Treasurer as afore-• 
-said, and if the conditions with respect to the employment of labour, as aforesaid, 
·. be not complied with for the space of Six months without the permission ii:t, 
writing of a Commissioner of Mines, or if the Company shall permit any 
portion of the land demised to be occupied other than for the purposes authorised 
by this lease, or either without the permission in writing of the Minister except 
for allowing any and every miner or employee employed by the Company to­
occupy at a peppercorn rent a portion of such land for the purpose of residence,,.. 
garden, yard, and othei· conveniences, not exceeding in any case one acre, and. 
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also for depasturing cattle used in connection with the working· or mining of 
such land; · VioJsA~ 

In witness whereof the said parties to these presents have hereunto set their 
hands and seals the day and year first abovewritten. 

~ig:ned, Sealed, and Delivered by the 
Minister in the presence of 

SCHEDULE-(},), HEREINBEFORE REFERRED TO, 

[ I-Iere set forth description of land.] 

SCHEDULE (2.), HEREINBEFORE REFERRED TO, 

[ Plan of land bounded by red lines] 

(2.) 

All that piece of land situate in the County of Franklin, in Tasmania, con­
taining eight hundred acres and bounded as follows :-Commencing at a point 
18 chains to the east from the north-east comer of Section No. 2587-93M, and 
l,ounaed on the north by the King River, 28 chains 28 links east along Crown 
land; again on the east Ly 28 chains 28 links south along Crown land ; again on 
the north 17 chains 60 link~ east to a point along Crown land; again on the east 
by 32 chains 28 links south along Crown land ; again on the north by 28 chains 
28 links east along· Crown land (crossing Baxter Hiver) and a point on the 
North Mount Lyell Railway, about 8 miles 5 chains from the terminus of the 
North Mount Lyell Copper Company's Railway terminus at Linda Valley ; again 
on the east by 28 chains 28 links south along Crown land ; again on the south 
(crossing the North Lyell Railway and Baxter River) for 2~ chains 28 links 
west along· Cruwn land; again on the east by 52 chains 56 links south (crossing 
Fish Creek) along· Crown land; again on the south by 56 chains 06 links west 
(crossing Fish Creek) and on to the foot of Mount Jukes, along Crown land; 
again on the west for 113 chains 12 links north (keeping on the side of Mount 
Jukes, and along Crown land) ; again on the north by 10 chains 68 links east 
along· Crown land ; again on the west by 28 chains 28 links north along Crown 
land to the point of commencement. 

(3.) 
All that piece of land containing nineteen acres three roods and three 

perches of land situate in the Town of Pillinger, County of Franklin, and 
bounded as follows :-Commencing at a point situate.cl forty links southerly from 
the south-east corner of Lot 1, Section H I, Town of Fillinger, Harold Wilson, 
·owner; thence on the west by f~urteen chains nineteen-and-a-half links northedy 
-along. the North Mount Lyell Company's Railway Reserve, the said Lot I, and 
=along Crown lan<l, crossing a reserved road ; on the north by eleven chains and 
five links easterly along Crown land ; on the east by ten chains seventy-two-and­
,a-half links southerly along Crown land ; again on the north by four chains 
·eighty-nine links easterly along Crown land; a.gain on the east by four chains 
ninety-three links southerly along- Crown land, and (crossing the North lVIount 
Lyell Copper Company's Railway) on the south by nine chains thirty-two links 
westerly along Crown land: again on the east by one chain fifty-five links 
southerly along Crown land ; again on the south by three chains forty links 
·westerly along Crown land; again on the west by three chains northerly; and 
(crossing the North Mount Lyell Copper Compa.ny's Railway) thence again on 
the south by three chains twenty-one links westerly along Crown land to the 
:;point of commencement. 

IOHN VAIL, 
GOVERNMENT PRINTE_R, TAIH&.IHA ... 


