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Offece of Taxes, Hobart, 21st June, 1895. 
SIR, 

I HAVE the honor to submit the following· Returns, Nos.] to 7, explanatory of the work of 
the Land Tax Branch of the Department, and analysis of the results obtained under "The Income 
Tax Act, 1894" :-

1. Return showing the Number of Items subject to Land Tax, and the Capital Vaine 
of the Properties in each District for the years 1889, 1890, 1891, 1892. 1893, 
and 1894. 

2. Return showing the Number of Items subject to Land Tax, and Amount of Land Tax 
for each District for the year 1892; the Amount collected, and remaining due, on the 
31st December, 1894. 

3. Return showing the Number of Items subject to Land Tax, and Amount of Land 'l'ax 
for each District for the year 18!J3; the Amount c?llected, and remaining due, on the 
31st December, 1894. 

4. Return showing the Number of Items subject to Land Tax, and Amount of Land Tax 
for each District for the year 1894; the Amount collected, and remaining due, on the 
31st December, 1894. 

5. , Return showing the Number of Items, and Amount of Rural Police Rate for each 
District for the year 1892; the Amount collected, and remaining due, on 31st 
December, 1894. 

6. Return showing the Number of Items, and Amount of Rural Police Rate for each 
· ,Distl"ict for the year 1893; the Amount collected, and remaining due, on the 31st 

December, 1894. 

7. Return showing the Number of Items, and Amount of Rural Police Rate, for each 
District for the year 1894; the Amount collected, and remaining· due, on the 31 st 
December, 1894. . 

Return No. 1 shows a continued increase in the number of properties, but a decrease in the 
total values of £o27,43R, nearly 3 per cent. of the total assessed value, due to the shrinkage in the 
value of property ; this decline in the value of property is very much larger than in aIJ.y previous years. 

The accounts for 1892 will now be closed, as practically all the recoverable items have been 
-collected. The uncollected items for 1893 are slightly in excess of those at the same date in the 
previous years. but a large proportion bas been collected since the 31st December. The outstanding 
items for 1894 show a large excess over those of any previous years; but from this amount a 
deduction has to be made for the rebate allowed on mortgages, and allowance for the balance being 
charged at the rate of Id. in the £ instead of ½d. 

The larger proportion of this amo~nt has been collected since the 31st December. 

The number of properties subject to Police Rate shows a small but steady increase; this is 
largely affected by the shifting population in the mining districts on the West Coast. 

In addition to the usual work, the administration of the "Income Tax Act, 1894," has been 
impo!.'ed on this Department,-a more onerous duty than the whole of the work clone previously by 
the Department. . 
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Unlike the Real Estate Duty and Land Tax, for which the general public had been prepared 
by the assessment for Municipal purposes, this was an entirely new tax, and, owing probably to that 
cause, and also to the general disfavour with which it is regarded, the work of obtaining Returns 
of Income has been exceptionally difficult and laborious. This has been evidenced by the disinclina­
tion to give the necessary information to enable the Department to assess incomes, and by the 
comparatively large number of arbitrary assessments which the Department has been obliged to 
make under Section No. 33, Sub-sectiou 3. 

The difficulties inherent in construing the provisions of an Act so entirely 11ew and of such 
varied application have largely added to the administration, and it is largely due to the zealous 
co-operation of my subordinates and the assistance of the Boards of Advice that the present measure 
of success has been obtained. 

The usual number of taxpayers in proportion tu the population, as shown by the analysis, is an 
evidence of the general depression through which the country has been passing. 

The late date at which the Act came· into .operation, and consequent irn1~ossibility of obtaining 
and examining all the Returns so as to close the assessments for the year 1894 before the end of the 
year, has been a great disadvantage. 

I append an analysis of the results. 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

FRANCIS BUTLER, Commissioner of Taxes. 
Tlte Honorable tlte Treasurer. 



I 
DEDUCTIONS. 

NET ! 
INCOME.I Under Other Sect. 23, Deduc- TOTAL. Sub-sect. tions. 7. No. 

--
I £ .£ £ £ 

962,941 1222,840 72,703 740,101 333 

I 

ANALYSIS of Results under Income Tax Act, 1894, to May 25th, 1895. 

NET TAXABLE INCOME. ANALYSIS OF T.A.XP.A.YERS ON INCOMES 

FROM PROPER'fY. FROM PERSON AL EXER'f!ON. 

From From Salaries Profes-Interest, No. other No. Trade. No. sion. No. and 
&c. sources. Wages. 

- -
----- ------

£ £ :£ £ £ 
143,616 177 278,475 420 73,992 207 54,770 1154 162,CJ33 

£422,091 £:n8,010 

510 1889 

-

.A.gricul-
t1ilral, 

No. Horticul-
tural, 

Pastoral. 

-- ----
£ 

108 26,615 

ender £100. 

No. .A.mount. 
------

£ 
1121 67,047 

Average, 
£59 

£100 
and under 

£250. 

No . .A.mount . 

£ 
771 121,0:lS 

Average, 
£,157 

Total Number, 2399 Taxpayers. 

Average Tax paid by each, £13·25. 

WILLIAM GRAH-'.ME, .JUN., 
GOVERNMENT PRINTER, TASMANIA, 

£250 
nud under 

£400. 

No. Amount. 
----. 

£, 
127 36,032 

Average, 
£284 

£400 
and under 

£750. 

No. / .A.mo1mt. 

£, 
246 12!l,fl00 

Average, 
£527 

Average Income, £,308 

Actual Income Tax, £31,790 

£750 
and under 

£1000. 

No. .A.mount. 
---

£, 
46 38,233 

Average, 
£872 

.A.bove 
£1000. 

No . .A.mount. 
--

£, 
89 348,161 

Average, 
£3912 


