
'· 

THE 

.. 

(NQ. 70.) 

1901. 

PARLIAMENT OF TASMANIA 

GEEVESTON TRAMWAYS AND TIMBER 
LEASES · BILL, 1901; (PRIVATE) : 

\. 

REPORT 'OF SELECT COMMITTEE, WITH MINUTES OF 
PROCEEDINGS, ADDRESS OF COUNSEL, AND 
APPENDICES. 

Brought up by Mr. Evans, November 29, 1901, and ordered by the House of 
, Assembly to be printed. . . 

Coat of printing-£15 7s. 6d. 



· -(,No. ·10.) 

SELECT COMM1TTEE appointed on the 20th day· of November, 1901, to con­
sider and report upon "The Geeveston Tramways and Timber: Leases Bill, 1901, 
(Private)." 

MR. TREASURER. 
MR. DUMARESQ. 
MR- McCRACKAN. 
MR. ·GuEsDoN. 

MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE. 

. DAYS OF MEETING. 

MR. BuRBURY. 
MR. HoPE. 
MR. EVANS. · ( Mo11er.) 

Thursday, November 21; Friday, Novt'lmber 22; Wednesday, November 27; Thursday, _November 28; Friday~ 
· Nov.,ember 29. ' 

WITNESSES EXAMINED. 

Mr. J. W. Geeves, of Geeveston, Mr. J. W. Beattie, of Hobart, Mr. E. A. Counsel, Surveyor-G~neral of Tas­
, mania, M~. Russell Allport, Electrical :f:ngineer, of Hobart. 

R_E P O R T. 

Y CUR Committee, having taken evidence in support of the allegations contained in the Preamble 
of the Bill, have the honour to report that ·the said Preample, subject to certain. Amendmerits 
which the Committee recommend, has been proved to their satisfaction .. 

Your Committee having agre~d that the Preamble, as amended, should stand part of the 
Bill, then entered upon the consideration of 'the several Clauses, and having made certain 
amendments therein,' have 'now the honour of submitting the Bill to the favourable consideration 
of your Honourable House. 

J. W. EVANS, Chairman. 

Committee Room, !fouse ef Assembly, 29th November, 1901. 
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M I N U T E S O F P R O C E E D 1 N GS. 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 1901. 

The Committee met·a-t half-past 2 o'clock. 
111.em ers pre.senl.-Mr. Evans, Mr. Burbury, Mr. Hope, Mr. McCrackan, and )Ir. Dumaresq. 
The Clerk read the Order of the House appointing the Committee. 
Mr. Evans was appointed Chairrnan. _ · 
The Chairman laid upon the Table the Petition praying for leave to bring in the Bill. (Appendix A.) 
Mr. Treasurer took his seat. 
Resob.:cd, That t.he Petitioner forth~ Bill be heard by counsel (Mr. Treasurer). 
Accordingly, Mr. Frederink Lodge appeared before the Committee on behalf of the Petitioner. 
Urdered, That the following be summoned to give evidence :-Mr. E. A. Coui1sel, Surveyor-General, and Mr. 

J. ,v. Geeves, for 11 ·15 to-morrow, and Mr. Russell Allport for ll o'clock on Wednesday next (Mr. Treasurer). 
Mr. Lodge put in a chart of the County of Kent. 
The Chairman laid upon tb_e Table an explanatory memorandum of the Bill for the use of Members. 
At 3 o'clock the Committee adjourned till 11 o'clock to-morrow. 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 22, 1901. 

The Committee met at 11 o'clock. 
1Wembers present.-1dr. Evans (Chairman), Mr. McCrackan, Mr. Hope, and Mr. Burbury. 
The Minutes of last Meeting were read and confirmed. 
Mr. Frederick Lodge, coun~el for the Petitiop.er, appeared, and addressed the Committee. 
Mr. Dumaresq took his· seat. . 
?\fr. John William Geeves, resident at Geeveston, was called and examined. 
Mr. Geevfs withdrew. 
At 12·30 o'clock the Committee adjourned till 11 o'clock on Wf!dnesday next. 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 27, 1901. 

The Committee met at 11 o'clock. 
1Vlembers present.-Mr. Evans (Chairman), Mr. Treasurer, Mr. Dumaresq, Mr. McCrackan, Mr. Hope, and Mr. 

Burhury. 
·The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. 
Mr John ,vatt Beattie, Photographer, was called and examined. 
During his examination, Mr. Beattie Rubmitted to the Committee photographs of the Hartz Mountain Lakes. 
Mr. Beattie withdrew. 
Mr. Edward Albert Counsel, Surveyor-General of Tasmania, was called and examined. 
During the examination of Mr. Counsel, Mr. Lodge put in the following Papers:-

1. Letter from Mr. E. A. Counsel, dated 14th October, 1901, to Messrs. Roberts & Allport, Solicitors, 
Hobart, re sawmill areas. 

·2. Extracts from report of Messrs. John Hay and T. M. Fisher, dated 22nd April, 1901, on Crown lands of· 
which timber lease~ are held or applied for. (Appendix B.) 

Mr. Counsel withdrew. -
Mr. Russel Allport, Electrical Engiueer, Hobart, was called and examined. 
Mr. Allport withdrew. · · 
At 12·45 o'clock the Committee adjourned till 11 o'qlock to-morrow. 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 1901. 

The Committee met at 11 o'clock. 
Members present.-Mr. Evans (Chairman), )Ir. Treasurer, Mr. Burbury, Mr. McCrackan, aud Mr. Dumaresq. 
The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. . 

. ,The Chairman laid upon the Table a Memorandum on the Geeveston Tramways and Timber Leases Bill, dated 
27th November, 1901, from Mr. E. A. Counsel, Surveyor-General. · 
· · ::irr. Lodge explained tu the Committee the various Clauses of the Bill. 

At 1 o'clock the Committee adjourned till 11 o'clock to morrow. 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 29, 1901. 

: The Committee met at 11 o'clock. 
i°l'Jembers pi·esent.-Mr. Evans (Chairman), Mr. Treasurer, Mr. McCrackan, Mr. Dumaresq, and Mr.- Burbury. 
The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. 
The Cornmi ttee then considered the Preamble of the Bill. 

Amendments made (Mr. Treasurer) :- . • 
Page 2, line 2, after "said," by striking out "for connecting other places along the Huon R,ver, and 

particularly the Town of Huonville, with deep water at Hospital Bay aforesaid." 
Page 2, line 6, after "goods," by striking out "of the Districts of Geeveston, Franklin, ani:l Huonville." 
Page 2, line 8, after "district," by striking out "s aforesaid." 
Pa.ge 2, line 19, after "district," by striking out "s." 

Resolved, That the Preamble, as amended, be found proved.. (Mr. TreaRurer.) 
The Committee the11 considered the various Clauses of the Bill. 
Clause 1 agreed to. 
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Clause 2. 
Amendments made (Mr. Treasurer) :-

Page 2, line 41, after" inclusive," by striking out "But Section Fifteen amL Section Sixteen, Sub-section 
Two shall not be incorporated with this Act, and Section Sixteen, Sub-section One shall be read as if the 
words from 'and in all cases,' in the first line1 thereof, down to the words ' enlarge such time,' in the 
fourth line thereof, were omitted therefrom ; and Section Twenty-five of the General Act shall be rearl 
as if the following words were part thereof, and were inserted therein rnixt after the power to draw 
water for the purposes therein rnentioned,.(that is to say) 'To construct and work such telegraph or 
telephone Jines to be used only for the purposes of the Undertaking, and by the persons engaged therein, 
as the _Promoter lllay think proper,'" am! inserting " But Section Five shall be read and construed as 
giving the Minister power to require that the trnmways to be constructed by the Promoter between the 
:3peedwell Jetty mentioned in Section ,1 of thi~ Act and the proposed Jetty at Hospital Bay, shall not be 
constructed up.on any part of the land some time ~ince marked out and surveyed Ly authority of Parlia­
ment tor an intended line of Railway between Hobai·t and Geeveston, and as giving the Minister power 
to fix and determine the conditions subject to whieh such Tmmway~ rnay be constructed upon the said 
land or any part thereof." · _ 

Page 3, line 38, after "at," by striking out" Thirty," and inserti11g "Twenty." 
Same line, after" hereof;" by i11serting "but the power of purchase conferred by the said Section Seventy­

one shall nqt extend or apply to the Tramways (extensions or brm1ehes) fourthly mentioned in Section 
Three of this Act; and the Promoter may at" any time during the term of any Lease or renewed Lease in 
this Act mentioned, or immediately after the expiratio11 or determination of any such Lease, take up and 
remove the rails and sleepers of any 'l'ramways upon the land comprised in such Lease." , 

Page 3, line 48, after "inclusive," by striking out "But the consent of Lhe Minister mentioned in Section 
Seventy-six shall not be necessary to the transfer by the said Robert Affleck Robertson of (he Undertaking, 
and all his rights under this Act, to any company which may have been or may be formrd (with a 
subscribed capital of not less than Fifty thousand Pounds) to acquire the same." 

Page 4, line 9, after "inclusive," by striking out to end of Clause. 
Clause, as amended, agreed to. · 

Clause 4. 
Amendments .made (Mr. Treasurer): -

Page 4, line 32, after "may," by inserting "Le." 
Page 4, line 34, after '' lands," by striking out to end of Clause. 

Clause, as amended, agreed to. . 
New Clause A, brought up (Mr. Treasurer), and read the First time:- , 

'' A Within six months afte1· the construction of any of the Tramways mentioned . in the next preceding 
Section of this Act, and therein numbered I., II., and III. respectively, shall have been completed, the 
Promoter shall deposit with the Minister of Lands for the time being proper survey plans (certified by 
an authorised surveyor of the State) of the Tramway so completed, showing on such plans the lengths 
and bearings of the centre line of the Tramway, the radii of all curves, the len&"ths of all tangents, the 
width of the Tramway, and all roads which the Tramway crosses or upon whict1 it is laid, 1and also all 
prominent natural features of the lands along which the Tramwa.y is constructed." 

Read the Second time, and made part of the Bill (to follow Clause 3.) 
Clause 4. · ~ 

Amendments made (Mr. Treasurer): 
Page 5, line 6, after "Fitzpatrick," hy striking out "or upon Crown land adjoining the said grant," 

and inserting" or of 47 acres of land granted to J. W. Studley." 
Page 5, line 11, after "convenient," ·by-striking out " IV. Such improvements or extension of the jetty in 

thp, Kermandie River known as the Speedwell Jetty ·as the Promoter may find convenient." 
Page 5, line 15, after •' The," by striking out" Two First," and inserting "before." 

Clause~ as amended, agreed to. 
Clauses 5 and 6 agreed to. 
Clause 7. 

i\ inendments made ( Mr. Treasurer) :-
Page 5, line 29, after '' Promoter," by striking out "(with the consent of the Governor in Council)." _ 
Page 5, line 30, after "appropriate," by inserting '' for the purpose of generating or developing electricity. 
Page 5, line 31, after "any," by striking out "One" and inserting "Three." · 
Page 5, line 32, after "upon the," by inserting " Eastern." _ 
Same line, after'' mountains," by striking out to end of Clause, and adding "which may be approved by the 

Governor in Council." 
Clause, as amended, agreed to. · 
New Clause B, brought up (Mr. Treasurer), and read the First time :-

" B The Promoter shall from time to time pa.y the Minister of Lands for the time being for all water taken 
and diverted under the provisions of Sections Six and Seven of this Act, and used by him for the 
purpose of gene1·ating E'lectricity for sale urn.ler the provisions of· Section Eleven. The annual sum 
payable for such water shall be levied on such pri11ciple, and at such rate and subject to such provisions, 
as shall from time to time be fixed for diverting and taking water from any river or stream for 
generating ele.ctricity under any Regulations from time to time made by the Governor in Council 
under the provisions of this Act, 9r uuder the provisions of any present or future law regulating the 
di,verting and use of such water for such purposes; and a!l moneys so received by the Minister shall 
be paid into the Consolidated Revenue Fund. 

Read the Second time, and made pa1·t of the Bill (to follow .Clause 7). 
Clause 8. 

Amendments made (Mr. Treasurer):-
Page 6, line 3, after "or," by inserting " any." 
Same line, after "lake," by adding "s." 

Clause, as amended, agreed to. 
Clauses 9 ana 10 agreed to. 
Clause 11. 

Amendments made (Mr. Treasurer) 
Page 6, line 27, after" District," by striking out '' s." 
Same line, after "Geeveston," by ~triking out "Franklin and H uonville aforesaid, or any of them. 

Clause, as amended, agreed to. 
Clauses 12 to 14 agreed to. 
Clause 15. 
· Amendment made (Mr. Treasurer), page 71 line 20, after" Act," by striking· out to end of Clause, 
Clause, as amended, agreed to. 
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Clause 16. 
Amendment made (Mr. Treiisurer), page 7, line 26, after" Act," by striking out to em! of Clause. 

Clause, as amended, agreed to. · 
Clause 17 agreed to. · 
Clauee 18. 

Amendments made (Mr. Trea~urer) :-
Page 7, line 43, after" royalties." by striking out the wonls '' not cxceerling three times the royalt.y prP-

viously paid under the lease."' · 
Page 8, line 3, after " thereunder," by inserting- . 

"(A.) The royalties so imposed by the Minister shall not exceed the royalties then payabk, under 
Timber Leases according to the R_egulations for the time being in force under the said Act. 

" (B.) The royalties so fixed on the renewal of any lease may again be varicrl by the )riuister in mamwr 
aforesaid, arnl, subject to the limitatiou aforesaid, at. the cxpirntion of the first ten years of the term of any 
renewed lease." 

Page ~, line 11, after "Promoter," by striking out the words "upon. any renewal ~f. a iease ~nder t_hi" 
Section shall be fixed," and inserting '' under any leaae renewed ac.:cordmg to the prov1s1ons of this Sec.:t1011 
shall be fixed or varied as aforesaid." -

Clause, as amended, agreed to. 
Clauses 19 and 20 agreed to. 
Draft Report brought up, and agreed to. , 
At l ·10 o'~lock the Committe(l adjourned sine die. · 

APPENDIX A. 

To the H onowrable the Speaker and M einbers of the House of A.uembly' of 
Tasmania, in Parliament_ assembled. 

The humble Petition of ROBERT AFFLECK ROBERTSON 

SHOWETH: 

That prior tq the presentation hereof, notice of the intention of your Petitioner to apply for a 
Private Bill was published, as is by the Standing Rules and Orders of your Honourable House prescribed, 
as follows; that is to say:____.:. 

In the Hobart Gazette, on 18th day of June, the 25th day of June, the 2nd day of July, and the 
9th day of July last past; 

.In the Mercury (being a public newspaper published in Hobart, and being a newspaper 
published nearest the District affected by the Bill), on the 18th day of June, the 25th day 
of June, the 2nd day of July, and the 9th day of July last past; . 

which said notice, with the supplemental notice hereinafter referred to, <1ontained a true statement of 
the general objects of the said Bill, as hereinafter set forth. 

That, within Three months previously to the presentation hereof, a supplemental notice of the 
intention of your Petitioner to apply for a Private Bill was published, as is, by the Standing Rules and 
Orders of ypur Honourable House prescribed, as ·follows; that is to say·:-

In the.Hobart Gazettk, on the 8th day of October, the 15th day of October, the 22nd day of 
October, and the 29th day of October last past; 

In the Mercury (being a public newspaper published in Hobart, and being a · newspaper 
published nearest.the District affected by the Bill), on the 8th day of October, the 15th 
day of October, the 22nd day of October, and the 29th day of October last past; 

which said notice expressly refers to and is to be read with_ the previous notice. 

That the general objects of the said Bill are: - . 
'l,'o enable the said Robert Affleck Robertson to' construct Tramways from Geeveston, on the 

Kermandie Riv.er, in Tasmania, to, upon; and across the timber lands lying towards the west 
of Geeveston aforesaid, and belonging to John Geeves and Sons and to Osborne Geeves 
respectively, and to, upon, and across the timber lands of the Crown, also lying towards the 
west of Geeveston aforesaid, leases whereof have been, under the provisions of "The Crown 
Lands Amendment Act, 1898," granted to or applied for by or on behalf of the said Robert 
Affleck Robertson and John Geeves and Sons respectively, and also from Geeveston aforesaid 
to deep water on the Huon River, at or near to· Shipwrights' Point and Whale Point respec­
tively, with power also to extend the said Tramways from Shipwrights' Point to a point at 
or near to the bridge across the Huon River at Huonville: 

To enable the said Robert Affleck Robertson to construct such Wharves and Jetties upon the 
bed 0£ the Kermandie River and upon the bed of the Huon River at or near to Shipwrights' 
Point and Whale Point aforesaid, or elsewhere, as may be found convenient in connection 
with the working of such Tramways as aforesaid and the shipping or landing of timber or 
other goods conveyed or intended to be conveyed_ thereon : 
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To enable the said Robert Affieck Robertson, for such period as may be fixed, to work, main­
tain, repair, and alter such Tramways, 1Vharves, and Jetties as aforesaid, together with all 
proper and convenient Roads, Ways, Crossings, Bridges, Culverts, Cuttings, Tunnels, 
Embankments, Junctions, Telegraphs, Sidings, Stations, and Buildings, and other works and 
eonveniencies that may be used. or worked in connection therewith: 

To provide, by the incorporation of the Land Clauses Act with the said Bill, and otherwise, for 
the purchase, rental, and acquisition of any lands, stone, timber, or other material for the 
purposes of any of. the above-mentioned works: 

To authorise the use of such motive power upon and over the said Tramways as may be deemed 
convenient by the said Robert Affieck Robertson: 

To enable the said Robert Affieck Robertson to demand and take tolls and charges for the 
carriage of passe:ngers and goods upon the said Tramways, and. for the use of the said 
Wharves and Jetties : 

'To provide for the sale of the said Tramways, Wharves, Jetties, and Works to the Government 
of the State after the expiration of such period and upon such terms as may be agreed upon, 
and subject thereto to provide for the assignment to any person or company of the rights of 
the said Robert Affieck Robertson in, to, and over the S1!,id Tramways, Wharves, Jetties, 
and W arks, or any of them: 

To provide for the due working, control, and management of the said Tramways, Wharves, 
Jetties, or Works, and for the making of By-laws and Rules in relation thereto, and to the 
traffic thereof or thereon, and for the infliction of penalties upon persons infringing the 'pro­
visions of the said Bill, By-laws, or Rules: 

To enable the said Robert Affieck Robertson to generate, accumulate, distribute, and supply 
(at, in, upon, or near to Geeveston or such Tramways as aforesaid) electricity, for the pur­
pose of light, heat, motive power, or otherwise, in and for places both public and private: 

· To provide for an extension of the term of the Leases granted to or applied for by John Geeves 
and Sons and the said Robert Affiyck Robertson respectively, under " The Crown Lands 
Amendment Act, 1898 " : 

To provide for the assignment of all such Leases to any person or company: 
To provide for the working of all such Leases as a whole, and from such mill-site or sites 

(whether upon the leased lands or not) as may be found convenient, and for a modification 
of the Regulations under the said Act in respect of such working. 

The said Bill will also contain all clauses usual in Bills of a like nature, or deemed prope_r for 
enabling the said Robert Affleck Robertson to carry out the objects of the undertaking. 

Your Petitioner therefore humbly prays for leave to introduce the said Bill. 
.l\.nd your Petitioner will ever pray, &c. · 

ROBERT AFFLECK ROBERTSON, 
By !,,ii Attorney, FREDERICK LoDGl::. 

APPENDIX B. 

GEEVE§TON TRAMWAYS AND TIMBER LEASES BILL. 

EXTRACTS FROM REPORT OF MESSRS. JOHN HAY AND T. M. FISHER, 

DATED 22ND APRILJ 1901. 

6. Crown Lands of which 'l.'imu er Leases are held or applied for.-After a careful examination of 
these lands, occupying several days, which we penetrated in following as many different lines as possible, 
we have no hesitation in saying that upon them are to be found the finest hardwood trees, not merely in 
Tasmania, but in the whole of Australia. The quantity may safely be put at 60,000,000 feet superficial 

, per 1000 acres. Our attention was most particularly directed to the 5000 acres block taken up by 
John Geeves & Sons, but, from oµr inspection, we are satisfied that the quantity and quality of the 
timber on the 2000 acres, towards the south-west (which we recommend to be taken up), and on the 

· 5000 acres taken up by R. A. Robertson, are equal to the above. We therefore put the quantity of 
timber on the whole 12,000 acres at 720,000,000 feet superficial. The greatest part of it is Stringy-bark: 
and Peppermint Gum; there are a:lso small quantities of the ornamental timbers, such as Myrtle ;md 
Blackwood, but we have not taken them into account. 

7. Tramway.-The·two mills were formally connected with the Speedwell Jetty by a wooden tram­
way, the trucks being drawn by horses; but this tramway has not been in use for many 'years, and will 
,require reconstruction. The route is a convenient one in the main, but a slight improvement might he 
made in the grade at several points. If iron rail! are to be substituted for wooden, and steam locomotive! 
employed, the bridges, culverts, &c., must be rebuilt of greater strength. There are no gradients or 
curves which would cause any difficulty in reconstructing it as a steam tramway _for the haulage of 
timber, either in the log, or sawn. 

.. 
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There has nevei· been any tramway laid between the Speedwell Jetty and Shipwrights' Point, a 
distance of about two miles. For the whole of this distance there is in existence a railway survey, made 
for the Government several years since. There is now no probability of the railway being cimstructed, 
and if authority can be obtained to follow this route it will be found very convenient. Only two 
public roads of any consequence, namely, the Kermandie roa'd and the Arve road, would be crossed or 
touched upon between Geeveston and Shipwrights' Point, and there would be no difficulty in arranging 
for level crossings wherever these roads are affected. 

So far as we can judge from the appearance of the country, and have been able to gather, there 
would be still less difficulty in continuing the tramway from near the Speedwell jetty along the southern 
bank of Hospital Bay to a point near _the north-western boundary of J. Fitzpatrick's grant, or even to 
-the eastern extremity of Whale Point. 

The tramway at present in use extends back into the forest for about 3½ miles. It passes through 
the 12½ ac1·es put under offer by Osborne Geeves, within 10 chains of his mill; with which it could be 
readily connected. 

There is also a route, formally used for a tram, leading from the present tram up through the Ker­
mandie Gorge to South Creek; this would be a suitable· route for a steam tramway, and from South 
Creek the tram could be extended in any dire~tion required, so as to facilitate the cutting of timber 
on every part of the lands mentioned in the preceding particulars of this Report. 

8 .. l\7 ew ) etty.-Vv e have examined the proposed site· on the nor!,heru bank of Hospital Bay, inside 
Shipwrights' Point, and have taken the necessary soundings in Hospital Bay, and find that a jetty 
could be readily constructed there, at or about the point marked "A" of the Government chart 
accompanying. Such a jetty need only be 20 feet wide at the inner end, but, at the outer end, and for 
a distance extending 150 feet towai-ds the shore, should be 60 feet wide. In order that such a jetty might 
accommodate vessels drawing 18 feet of water, the narrow portion need only be 300 feet long _; 400 feet 
long to provide for those drawing 24 feet; and 500 feet long for those drawing up to 30 feet. A sketch 
plan of such a jetty accompanies. If of the greatest length above-mentioned (650 feet in all), the cost 
should be something less than £3000. From experience of similar jetties we can say U1e cost would not 
exceed that i;um if it were required to be erected in Hobart, and where timber is a.vailable so close at 
hand the cost should be considerably less. 

At such a jetty, vessels drawing up to 30 feet would be able to lie at any tide and in any weather, 
Hospital Bay and the approaches to it, for many miles, being completely land-locked; and there are no 
obstacles to navigation which would prevent vessels of any size from ente7ing or leaving the Bay in any 
state of the weather. · 

12. Site for Jetty.-Besides the advantage mentione,d above, of a shorter and easier line of tram­
way from the Speedwell Jetty, we would suggest that the new jetty might be constructed on the southern 
bank of Hospital Bay, in the vicinity of Whale Point, at much less expense than on the northern bank 
at Shipwrights' Point. Without having taken soundings on the southern side, we can say that deep 
water is reached in a much shorter distan·ce from the shore, and as to shelter, and in all other respects, 
the position would be equally advantageous, 

· 20. Permanence of Timber Su,pply.-From the :figures given by us in paragraphs 5 and 6, it appears· 
plain that a mill of the capacity supposed, 100,000 feet superficial per week, will, in the space of 21 years, 
have cut only about one-seventh of the timber of the lands already taken up .. Beyond these lands, and 
stretching for many miles in the direction of the rivers Arve and Picton, there is timber-covered country 
of similar character. 

21. Control of the above Timber s,npply.-The only practicable means ofaccess to the above supply 
;is up the Kermandie Valley, and through the Gorge before-mentioned. 'I'he only available routes are in 
the hands of Messrs. John Geeves & Son_ and Mr. 0. Geeves, jointly. 
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EVIDENCE. 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 22, 190 I. 

MR. F. LODGE appeared on behalf of the Promoter of the Bill, and opened. tlte 
proceedings. . 

Mr. Chairrnau and Honorable Members of Committee :-Refo;ring: to the statement of the 
pr_ovisions of this Bill, and to the Governm~nt chart, which I la_ig before this Committee at its 
meeting yesterday. In the first place, as appears by the chart, thfl timber taken up on lease from the 
Crown amounts to 26,100 acres in all, which are proposAd to be cut into seven sepa1'.ate blocks. 
There is also freehold land which the Promoters have either purchased or secured the option of, 
amounting to ] 350 acres, the greater part of which is also timber land. The freehol<l timber land 
commences a little distance above Geeveston, al).d behind are the Crown timber lands Those 
Crown timber lands extend up the Ke'rmandie; the timber leases on the south run out to Mr. Kemsley's 
leases, and on the west and north-west as far as the Arve River. The plan before the <Jommittee 

~ shows the leases which have already been surveyed, four of whi :h surveyi, have been received; of the 
other three, surveys are completed in every case but one, and all are expecte,d to be received within ten 
days. On those Crown. timber lands there is ·an immense quantity of tim her available, enough for very 
many years of working. It bas been reported on by two very competent' gentlemen-Mr John 
Hay, sen., and Mr. T. M. Fisher-and they report that there should be sixty millions superficial 
feet of timber per thousand acres. This shows that there is a very large quantity of timber avail­
able, sufficient for many years' cutting; and that is, of course, the inducenrnnt to the Promoter to 
erect a modern sawmill when he is sure of so much timber for many years to come. · In order to 
make this timber land easily available, a trnmway is necessary from some priint on the Huori River 
running through Geeveston, in a westerly direction, up the valley of the Kermandie, to a point 
where the mill is to be built. That will be a spot some two or three miles above Geeveston. From 
the sawmill, of course, the tramway will extend as-required in different directions where the timber­
cutting is heing carried on. With regard to the tramway, there has been at different times a tram­
way worked from Geeveston down to a point on the· Kermandie River known as the Speedwell 
Jetty, where barges are able to take in their cargoes of timber. But there has never been a tram­
way run out to deep water. . The present tramway is only a horse one, with wooden raik It is_ not 
now used, because it is not suitable for the work required. The Promoter propose& to construct a 
proper tramway, by which timber can be brought down to deep water in the Huon River at a 
minimum of expense. I should here mention that the Promoter desires to obtain authority to run 
a tramway from the point on the Kermandie River, known a;;; the Speedwell Jetty, to Shipwrights' 
Point, about two miles on the northern side of Hospital Bay, and another on the southern side of 
Hospital Bay to Whale Point. With regard to the land through w_hich the tramway will pass, the 
exii,ting tramway rights from Geeveston to the Speedwell Jetty are all held by Messrs. John 
Geeves & Son and Mr. Osborne Geeves. The titles under which these tramways ·are held are of 
a very complicated character, and of various kinds. It is obvious, therefore, with regard to this 
matter, that no man would lay out a large sum of money on a tramway with titles that vary from a 
short period up to the fee simple. That is one of the many reasons why I am here on behalf of the 
Promoter, Mr. R. ~.\.. Robertson, applying to Parliament for this Bill to be passed. With regard to 
the construction of this part of the tramway, it would be entirely impossible to have it carried out 
without _first obtaining a clear statutory authority. With regard to the other part of the line, it is 
only possible to obtain from the Crown (without Parliamentary authority) a lease of_ 14 years to the 

. la.nd for tramway purposes. That is insufficient; so that statutory authority is necessary. There 
will be-no difficulty whatever with regard to the land through which _the proposed tramway will pass. 
A large portion,yf the land is held by Mr. Osborne Geeves. The other holders have been seen, 
and, with but two exceptions, all have already agreed to sell their rights to let the tramway go through. 
Those two who have not yet agreed to sell their rights to the Promoter have done so because of a 
dispute as to the price to be paid. If the Bill is pass~d as applied fo1· under the Land Clauses Act, 
the Promoter will be ab]e·to acquire a strip of land through those two pi·operties to enable the tram­
way to be constructed, upon his paying the amount fixed by arbitration. By this Bill we ask for 
power to go where necessary along the Crown reservation fronting on Hospital Bay. With regard 
to the land on tbe southern side of Hospital Bay there is no difficulty at all. The tramway will 
run either on Mr. Ford's land, who is quite willing to sell, or on part of the Crown reservation. As 
to the Crown reservation along Hospital Bay-the water-front-it is of no practical use to anybody. 
When it was intended to con~truct a railway from Hobart to Geevesto:r't, the railway survey ran 
along the Crown reservation for a considerable distance. Then it is necessary, if the timber output 
is to be carried out on a large scale, that the timber should be carried away by large vessels; and to 
get large vessels alongside the jetties it was necessary there should be deep water ; and that deep 
water is only on the out.er part of Hospital Bay. Power was, consequently, being asked to construct 
a jetty or jetties in deep water, The Promoter also asked for power to repair, improve, and extend 

) 
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the Speedwell Jetty. Mr. ,John Geeves has agreed to sell it to the I>romoter of the undert11,king. 
The Promoter seeks power to extend that jetty. It is thought by the Promoter, also, that electric 
motor-power would, probably, be the most economical mode of running the tramway which he 
\Tishes to construct. That is a point I cannot speak very definitely about, because there is no one 
on the spot able to give a positive opinion as to the amount of water that would be available for 
electric-motive purposes and the expense of applying it; but it ~s believed tqat, at a reasonable 
expense, sufficient water-power could be obtained to g·enerate electficity and run the tramway, and, 
perhaps, also, the sawmill itself, by electric power. The Promoter also asks power to extend the 
tramway from Shipwrights' Point to Huonville. This would be solely for the purpose of carrying 
fruit and other produce from the Upper H uon, and shipping it on to vessels in deep water. Th<l 
tramway is proposed to ~e constructed as far as H uonville, a dista nee of about l ~ miles. If this 
line is built it would enable the fruitgrowers of the Upper Huon to send their fruit and other pro­
duce dire~t to Shipwrights' Point for shipment. I can only say, if the electric· power can be 
obtained, the expense of such tramway would be small; therefore, it would be possible to handle 
fruit at a low rate. 1 t would be necessary to carry it cheaply, because they would be competing 
with water-carriage.· This tram, if it were made, would be competing with barges, and the line 
would have to be constructed on economical lines to allow of rates being low, otherwise it would not 
get any trade at all. On the subject of electric power, I would also state that a large amount of 
power wo.uld be required for the sawmill, because the machinery is to be of 100 horse-power and 
upwards, all told that is; in the mill and in the engines on the ground. The Promoter's intention is 
to have a modern sawmill built, of the latest American type, with improved machinery, with :a. 
capacity of 200,000 fr.et (super.) per week. As a matter of fact, Mr. Osborne Geeves' mill has µot 
been running for some time. Mr. John Geeves' mill is the only une running, and that has a 
capacity of 40,000 feet per wePk. For a considerable period the Promoter, Mr. Robertson, has been 
travelling tluough the United States of America, inquiring closely into the best nrnthods of handling 
timber, and the result has beeu that Mr. Robertson has secured the best and latest machinery; so 
that when it is erected and. in working order, those engaged in the timber industry will be able to see 
the most modern and up-to-date appliances in full swing without having to go to America to 
do so. The Promoter's mill, it is intended, will turn out 200,000 feet ·per week, so that the 
output from the Geeveston district will be five times as great, and, from that point of view, 
the enterprise of the Promoter, it is naturally expected, will be of great benefit to that 
district, ancl to the timber industry of the 8tate as a whole. The concessions which the Pro­
moter is asking for in the Bill are reasonable enough in themselves, and I hope the Committee 
will not see any difficulties in the way of their being granted, because this is not a mere specula­
tive thing. Geeveston has been a well-known timber district for many years. Timber-cutting 

. has. been going on for a very long time-upwards of 40 years. The capacity of the timber and the 
manner of working it are well understood. The purposes to which it can be applied are also well 
under9tood. It is expected a much greater demand for this timber will exist in the future than 
has been the case for some years. The poi'ts of the Commonwealth of Australia will now be 
open to the timber of this State: La.rge quantities will be sent to Victoria, and to Broken Hill 
for the mines there. But the main question is-" At what price can it be supplied?" In addition 
to the markets named, there iR likely to be considerable demand for it in the United Kingdom; 
and when the war is oTer in South Africa, that country is likely to be a large applicant for 
Tasmanian timbers. Mr. Roberts·on, before the war broke out, sent more timber to South 
Africa than any other shipper ,jn this State. He transacted his business with Messrs. 
Niven, a firm of timber merchants that were in a large way of business in Johannes­
b1.1rg, but which place they had to leave owing to the war. When hostilities ceased it was their 
intention to return to Johannesburg and reopen their business. Very large contracts have, 
in the past, been carried out in South Africa, Mr. Robertson supplying the timber ; and this is 
likely to happen again in the future. To come to the Bill itself. The memorandu'!ll which was 
handed in yesterday was available for any Member of the Committee to read. 

The Chairman : W oulcl it not be better to go on with the evidence before touching the Bill, 
a8 they are present. · · 

Mr. Lodge: I will leave the parts I was going to refer to, but I would like to mention 
several points before calling on the witnesses. Clause 18 provides for the extensions of lease 
which are asked by the Promoter. Under the Crown Lands Act the timber leases are only for 
2_1 years ; there is no right to renewal whatever. On the expiration of the lease the company 
would have to start afresh, and it was possible that others would reap the benefit of the work the 
Promoter had done ; in fact, it would expose him to be blackmailed. That was not a right 
position tor him to be placed in. It is, therefore, asked there might be extension of toe lease. 
Under the Mining A et, of course, men are entitled to renewals of leases under certain conditions, 
if it is wished· to take them at the encl of 21 years ; but, apart from that, in special cases Par­
liament has thought it proper to give special extensions. There was the ti'1ount Lyell Company, 
the North Mount Lyell Company, and the Tasmanian Smelting Company : these extensions were 
granted because it was pointed out that the companies were spending larger sums of money in 
the. development of the mining industry than was usually the case, and i.t was contended they 
were entitled to consideration. · If I show that the company is to spend a larger sum of money 
than usual in the development of the timber industry, it is reasonable to ask that concessions 
may be. ~ranted to the company. T~e. compan~, seeks. to obtain renewal of lease, subject 
to prov1s10ns such as those m the Mmmg Act? This matter has been much discussed 



/ 
3 

(No. 70.) 

with members 0£ the present Ministry, and they are willing to go a certl}in length in 
this direction, but they are not prepa.red to go farther than 10 years. I am going to 
ask the Committee to recommend a renewal of the lease for :H years, making 42 years in all. 
The-Mount Lyell Company had. a special lease for 30 years, with a 10 years' renewal. The 
North Lyell Company, under the Bill now before Parliament, are to have a lease of 30 years, with· 
a 30 y(:lars' renewal. The Tasmanian Smelting Company has a lease of 30 years, with a 30 years' 
renewal. The latter part of the term they have to pay double rent. All that is asked for by the 
Promoter is to have the right of renewal for 21 years, making only 42 yflars in all,. and the 
royalty for the latter term may be increased three-fold, viz., from 6d. to Is. 6d. Clause 20 is 
a very important one. Under tile present regulations those blocks could not be worked as a whole. 
A large enterprise, such as the one proposed, could not be carried on, because each block is treated 
as an independent block. They would have to cut one-tenth of each block at the same time, which 
would be quite impracticable. What we ask the Crown Lands Department have no objection to. 
It is, that the Promoter should be allowed to work one-tenth at .a time of the whole blocks; that 
is, the blocks should be cut into convenient blocks of 500 acres each, that giving him five blocks 
to work at a time. It is absolutely necessary to work moi·e than one block'at a time, because some 
of those blocks contain blue-gum, stringy-bark, peppermint, &c. There might be a demand for one 
class.of timber or another, and the Promoter desires to ha.ve the Jiberty to be able go @n any of 
these blocks, and cut the timber required. I want to impress upon the Committee t_hat this is not a 
mere speculative thing that is being submitted, but that a substantial company will be formed. It 
is not actually formed. First of all, with regard to the Promc:>ter himself; Mr. Robert Affieck 
Robertson. He has been several years in the timber trade here, has had a long experience, and 
has sent a great deal more timber to South Africa than any one else in the trade here. He was 
associated with the firm of Messrs. Niven, a large firm of timber mer,chants in South Africa. Very · 
large contracts have been carried. out in South Africa by Mr. Robertson. The capital required 
by the company will be at least £55,000, and that is a very much larg~r amount than has ever 
been put into any timber enterprise before, here. The capital is alI going into the timber 
business. Of the capital of £55,000, the venclors are to receive · £12,000 for. the mill, lands, 
and other rights. This. is not and extravagant sum, for the mill, &c., have been valued by 
competent valuators, and this is below their estimate of their value. The equipment of the new 
mill, tram, &c., with the most modern 'American plant, will be £23,000. That brings it up to 
£35,000. The remainder of the capital, £20,000, is .to. be kept for working expenses. A la:rge 
stock of timber will have to be carried, and a good deal of money will have to be spent in opening up 
ne"! markets. As to the bonafides of the company, they have already spent between £500 and £600 
in surveys, rents paid to the Government, &c. There is to be no invitin~ of public subscription for 
shares, or any underwriting of the company at all. The company is being formed by Mr. Robert­
son, with several important people in Scotland. There are Mr. W. Forrest, Mr. Marcus Robinson, 
partners in the two principal sawmills of Glasgow; Sir Davi.cl Richmond, ex-Lord Provost; 
Mr. Paul Rottenburgh, ex-Chairman of the Chamber of Commerce, Glasgow; and ,Mr. R. M. 
Paterson-all conservative men of business, and taking an interest in the company. The whole 
thing bears the impress of respectability and substantiality. I cannot assure the·Committee that the 
whole capital is subscribed. T,he reason is that nothing can be• done until an Act of Parliament has 
been passed. We have advised that' an Act of Parliament is absolutely necessary, and the money 
cannot be properly subscribed before the Act is passed. Until the Act is passed the company cannot 
even be registered. Under the new English Companies Act, the company must proceed to allot­
ment within 40 days from registration. The company will not proceed to allotment until 45,000 
shares are taken up, that being the smallest amount they will go on with. I want to satisfy the 
Committee that this is not a mere speculative enterprise, but that the Promoter will form a substan­
tial company immediately after the Act is passed. The whole timber industry 'of Geeveston wi'.11 be 
altered altogether, and a general impetus will be given to the trade. 

J. W. GEEVES, called and examined.· 

l. By Mr. Lodg~.-What is your name? John William Geeves. 
2. And you are a member of the firm of Messrs. J o:i:m Geeves and Son? Yes. 
3. How long· have you been in the timber industry? About 28 years. · 
4. I have told the committee, Mr. Geeves; that the total area of lan.d is 1350 acres freehold, 

and 26,000 acres leasehold,· as mentioned in the chart before the Committee-is that correct ? 
Yes. 

5. How much of the 1350 acres is timber-bearing? A gout 1000 acre.s. 
6. What is the character · of the timber on the leasehold Crown lands? Stringy=-bark, 

peppermint-gum, a little blue-gum, myrtle, blackwood. 
7. Any pine ? Celery pine, but nothing of any value. 
8. Any H non pine at all? No. · 

. 9._ ~s the celery pine of any value? I think it would be if it were known in the market. I 
thmk It Is a valuable pine but, it is not known in the market. There is a· little blackwood, but 
nothing to speak of. . • 

10. As to royalty is there a higher royalty paid on pine? Yelil. 
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l L The low royalty of sixpence is only f~r hard woods? Yes ; not for myrtle. 
12. N ow,.as to the quantity of timber available on Crown lands taken up'! It 1s pra1:tically 

nnlimited. , 
13. I have a report before me which states that there should be 60 million superficial feet per 

1000 acres. What do· you say to that ? I think it is rather over-estimated. There is so niuch 
country it would not, pay to work. And there are bits of plain with no timber at all. 

14. What do you put it down at? It is a difficult thing to say. If I said there were fifty 
million superficial feet of timber per 1000 acres, I would be expected to get that amount off it. , 

The Chairman : The fact of him saying it was unlimited is sufficient. 
15. I would ask whether Geeveston is a .convenient point from which to work the timber 

land taken up from the Crown ? It is the only possible point from whiqh it could be worked. 
_16. Is there any possibility of getting into the forest from any other point? You may, by 

runmng through Huonville. 
17. But it would be three or four times more difficult to construct? The line wonld be of 

considerable length, through difficult country. 
18. Would there be any high grades? Yes. 

· 19. What would be about the distance of that forn? You would have to go some :30 miles 
before getting any timber at all. 

20. From the mill-site, how far ,would you have to go to get to the commencement of. the 
forest? About_half a mile. 

21. From there back to the Arve the timber is practically continuous ? Yes, it is. 
22. Then you s:iy the forest of timber must be worked fr<'>m Geeveston, if at all? Y cs. 
23. What mills are there at Geeveston? The Speedwell and Osborne Geeves (mill), and a 

'water-mill belonging to Hill, not in use. 
24. Any other sawmill? No. 
25. Both you and Osborne Geeves are very much interested in seemg this Bill carried 

through? Yes. _ 
26. All Geeveston is very much interested ? Yes. The future increase of the trade 

depends on some such measure being passed. Without a company, no private people conlcl work 
it on anything like an extensive scale. 

27. Then, with regard to tramways-what are in existence? From the Speedwell l\'lill back 
into the bush, 3½ miles of a wooden tramway, and l ½ miles from the jetty to Geevesto11, not in nsc. 

'28. Is the wooclen tram in good order ? In goocl order for a wooden tram. 
29. W oulcl there be any difficulty in turning the wooclen tramway into an electric tram? 

No. 
30. Any difficulty abou1 the grade? No ; a good grade. 
31. What is the character of the country between the Speedwell Jetty and Shipwrigl1ts' Point? 

Level cou·ntry; a bit awkward in places; nothing at all to prevent a tram being· made. 
32. Then, on the south side .of Rospital--Bay to Whale Point? Nothing better; you run 

round the w.ater's edge all the way. 
33. The land through which the present tram runs: how far does it run on roads, and so 

forth? It only goes across the road qn three or four· different occasions, which are helcl nncler 
lease. 

34 Thern is no difficulty with the Road Trusts about the tram crossing the road ? No. 
35. From Speedwell Jetty to Shipwrights' Point, through whose land would it run'! Only 

two pieces of land, where there is any objection. 
::16. What sort of land ? Stone banks. 
37. I do not mean that. What allotments are tney? 'l'ownship allotments. 
38. In the Town of Liverpool, where there is no township? Yes. 
39. From Speedwell Jetty to Whale Point, on the south side, throug·h whose land does it 

run? Mr. Ford's. 
40. ls he agreeable to sell his land ? Yes, quite. 
41. A definite agreement? Yes. · 
42. Then, as ,to the extension of the tram, if it were carried. out from Shipwrights' Point, would 

there be any difficulty in the character of the country? It is fairly level. 
43. What is the distance from Shipwrights' Point to Huonville? Thirteen miles. . 
44. Is the country very difficult-what is its character along by the river? Ordinary bays. 
45. 1 mean, as to gradients? They are very ·g·ood. 
46. Would ther~ be any difficulty at all about running a light tramway there, along the road 

or between the road and the water? No. 
47. I want you to fix the distance from Geeveston to where it is proposed to build the new 

mill? Only a little ove1· three "miles. · 
48. Now, from that site to the falls on the Kermandie, what is the distance? About two 

miles. 
49. There is a considerable volume of water at those falls? Yes. 
50. I have told the Committee that. the vendors are to receive £12,000, all told; and £23,000 

is exµected to be the· cost of the new mill, tram, &c.-would you say that was a reasonable esti­
mate? Yes. 

51. ']:'he working capital has been put down at £20,000: what do you say about that-would 
it be sufficient for a large business? Yes. 

• 
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52. Would yon tell the Committee abo1,1t the jetties that are proposed to be constructed : what 
sort of a jetty is the Speedwell jetty, on the bank of the Kermandie? A very poor jetty. 

53. A jetty for barges ? Yes _; there is about four or five feet of wate[ alongside. 
54. 'And that is the only jetty which you have to ship from? No ; there is the Government 

jetty, along,.ide the Speedwell jetty. 
55. Is there any jetty at Shipwrights' Point to ship timber from? No; because it is rig·ht 

· away from deep water. 
56. It is the wrong side of the Point? Yes. 
57. Is there deep water in Hospital Bay at the north point? Yes; round inside Hospital Bay. 
58. Would there be any difficulty building a jetty so as to get 30 feet of water ? No difficulty ; 

about 600 feet out. · · 
59. On the south side of Hospital Bay is there also deep- water? Yes, and mu~h closer to 

shore. . · 
60. From Geeveston to where the timber land begins, do you run through there ? Yes ; it is 

our own land all the way. 
61. It is under lease from the Government ? Yes. 
62. Will you have to run through other people's land at aH? Yes. 
63. Do you know of any objection on their part to the- tram running through their land ? 

No; they were all overcome years ago. · 
64. By the Chairman.-You have stated, Mr. Geev~s, that it is necessary for the company to 

have the. Speedwell jetty. If you had it, and it was lengthened, would there not be the same 
difficulty in getting out from that"jetty ? Yes. There is only six feet of water there at high tide. 

65. Do you intend te deal with that? Yes ; but we intend to let it go as it is for the present. 
66. You will deal with the barg·es that you have? Yes. · 
67. Is it a necessity, in your opinion, to have two or three deep-water jet.ties? Two would be 

enough; that is, one at \Vhale Point, and one at Shipwrights' Point. Really, one would be enough. 
Whale Point is my side, and Shipwrights' Point is on the other side. · · 

68. Where would the bulk of the timber be conveyed-to Whale Point or the jetty at Ship-
wrights' Point ? The bulk from Whale Point.. . 

69. Do _the Geeveston people want the company? Yes; thay make no objection at all. 
70. By Mr. Hope.-'\i\Tould you ship direct from Whale Point? Yes. 
71. What sort of land is the 26,000 acres-is it scrubby? Yes, all scrubby.· 
72. W onld it do for agriculture? After the timber is taken off, part of it would do. 
73. If the Government give you the right to this 26,000 acres, it would debar people from 

taking up sections? The land is thrown open after the timber is taken off. 
Mr. Lodge: As each block is• cut ont the land reverts back to the Crown under Regulations. 

We are not asking the Committee to alter that in any way. Section 7 of the Regulations 
reads :-" Land to be comprised in lease of 1000 acres or more will be surveyed in · ten equal 
blocks. One block must be completely worked before a new block is commenced. As each 
block is worked out it shall cease to be comprised in le:j,se, and rent will be reduced in proportion 
to area.·· 

J.11r. Hope: The Regulations deal with the point I was referring to. 
7 4. By Mr. Hope.- Would any other mill be interferred with by this larger company? No; 

they have all got their blocks of timber land. 
75. By the Chairmt1n.-I-fave you heard, in connection with the running of the tram from 

Shipwrights' Point to Huonville, any objections raised by the residents along the fore-shore? 
Only one, by Mr. Thomas, because he thoug·ht it would interfere wit_h their rights to their 
jetties ; but when I told him that they would still have access to. their jetties as before, the 
objection was dropped. 

76. Any comment.on the northern side of Shipwrights' Point? No. 
The witness then withdrew. 

W EDNES.DAY, NovEMBER 27, 1901. 

( Mr. P. Lodge appeared on behalf of the Promoter of the Bi({.) 

J. W. BEA'l'TIE, called and examined. 

77. Your name ? J. W. Beattie. 
78. You are a photographer, carrying on business in Elizabeth-street, Hobart? Yes. 
79. You know something of the country from Geeveston to the back of the Hartz Mountains 

. to the River Arve ? Yes; I have been over it. 
80. You als'o know the lakes on the western slope of the Hartz Mountains? Yes. 
81. Will you tell the Committee how .many lakes are there-what are their names? There 

are six lakes on the western slope. Commencing at the northern end, you have the first one, called 
Lake Perry, the next is Lake Osborne, then Lake Esperance, and three others. · 

82. By the Treasurer.-Are those lakes not on the eastern slope? Yes, I meant the e~stern 
,slope. 
· ·· Mr. Lodge: And I ·meant the eastern slope, and not the western. 
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83. By M1·. Lodqe.-What are the names· of the three lakes on the eastern slope of the Hartz 
Mountains? Those I have named-the Perry, Esperance, and Osborne. They are the largest 
lakes of the group. " 

84. Where do~s Lake Esperance drain ? Into the Esperance Hiver. It really is the source• 
of that river. . 

85. Then into Port Esperance ? Yes. 
86. Those two lakes-Perry and Osborne--where do they drain into? They g-o towards the 

Ane River, and drain into the Huon River. 
87. And what is the altitude of those lakes? Roughly, I should say about 3000 feet. 1 did 

take a few notes of the heig·ht. Lake Perry, at'its northern end, is· 3800 feet, anrl at the southern 
end, 3750 feet. It is a peculiar fe!lture of these lakes, they all fall towards the south. Roughly, the 
whole of these lakes have an altitude of 3400 feet or upwards. I cannot rely on my reading· 
exactly, my aneroid not being a good one, but that estimate is near enough. 

88. Can you give, roughly, the size of Lake Osborne? I should say it was 450 yards long, by 
200 yards broad. 

89. Would that be its extremE' length and breadth? As far as 1 could be able to judge, I 
should say it was. 

90. What is the size of Lake Perry? I should say it would be about the same size as Lake 
Osborne. Then there is Lake Eliza. The oniy two lakes to feed the Arve River are Perry and 
Osborne. · 

91. What are th_e larg·est lakes on the eastern slope of the ·plateau ? The Osborne and 
Esperance. . 

92. Would there be any difficulty raising the height of the water in those lakes, so as to give 
additional reserve of water for generating electricity, if desirable? I do not think there would be 
any trouble at all. There would be only the southern end to do any work on, as all the rest of the 
banks are very high. For instance, take Lake Perry, with its altitude at the northern end of 3800 
feet, and at its southern end 3750 feet. It has a bank nearly all round of about 50 feet high, and 
on its western side ihere is a mountain 1000 feet high, so that, with the exception of its southern 
end, there would not be much to do to it. 

93. Do those lakes occupy a site that catch any substantial pa1-t of the water of their respective 
watersheds? I do not think so. They are only pools. The wide plain must contribute very 
largely to the source of the Arve River, independent of those lakes. Those lakes are not essential 
to keep up the water supply of the Arve River. 

94. Would you say, if the water of Lake Esperance were diverted and turned into the Ker­
mandie River for the purpose of generating electricity, that it would make any substantial difference 
to the flow of the Esperance River? I do not think it would be at all noticeable. 
· . 95. And with regard to lakes Perry and Osborn~ : stipposing the water of those lakes were 
diverted in the same way as with the Kermandie River, for the purpose of generating electricity, 
would that make any substantial difference with the flow. of water into the Arve River? Nothing 
very substantial. It does not draw much water from those little lakes. · 

96. Are there any people living on the banks of the Arve River? Not that I know of. 
97. vVould a slight dimi1;rntion in water of the River Arve make any perceptible difference m 

the flow of the Huon River? No. 
98. Are there any falls on the Kermandie River ? Yes. 
99. Where are they situate? They are about two miles above the jnnctio11 of the Kermandie 

River with the South Creek. · 
l 00. Now, as to the distance from Geeveston to the, Kermandie Falb ? I think it is about 

five miles. 
101. By tlte Treasurer.-ls it not more than five miles, Mr. Beattie? No, 1 do not think so. 

It is about three miles to the South Creek, and two miles from there to the falls. 

Yes. 
102. By M1·. Lodge.-Above the Kermandie Falls the ground opens out a little, does it not? 

103. So that it would be possible to construct a reservoir above the falls for the storage of 
water? There would be no difficulty to do that in that country. 

l 04. Then you think that the diverting of the water of these lakes would not have any effect 
on the flow of the rivers Esperance and Arve? No noticeable effect. 

[J\fr. Lodge, through Mr. Beattie, exhibited several photos. showing· the country round 
about where the water is proposed to be conserved. The first one showed the extent of the country 
and timber proposed to be dealt with by the company. The next was a view of South Creek, three 
miles from Geeveston. A picture of the Kermandie Falls, which it is proposed to use for the pur­
pose of generating electricity, was next shown. J 

105. By the Treasurer.-Looking at the last photo., these falls often have a.bigger flow than 
shown on this picture, do they not? Oh, yes, during the winter months. 'l'hat photo. was 
taken about the end of October. I should think the quantity of water, as shown on the photo. 
was the medinm between the minimum and the maximum water at the Falls all the year round. 

[The next photo. showed open plains looking in tlie• direction of Esperance. They were 
said l;>y Mr. Beattie to be about six miles long and one mile across.] 

The Treasurer: The character of the ground is a slope from the mountain into a kind of !lpron 
where the water collects. It is rather extensive. · 
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106. By the Chairman.-What is the depth of the lakes? It is not known. They have 
never been tested. 
· Mr. Lodge: Some of them must ·be of great depth, because, in parts, the banks appear to go 
straig-ht down. .. 

107. By Mr. Lodge.-This photo., looking towards Esperance, does it show the character of 
the water-shed? Yes ; it looks just like that. · · . 

LMr. Beattie then showed a photo. of Lake Esperance,· taken at the north end, looking 
towards the south; also Lake Perry.] 

108. By Mr. Dumaresq·.-Is Lake Espera,nce the largest lake or! the eastern side of the Hartz 
Mountains? Yes. 

l 09. By the Treasurer.-Are you able to say from which of these lakes the water could be 
diverted to the Kermandie Falls ? I should not like to say. · 

110. You are not farnili~r enough with the levels to say? No. 
The Treasurer: Because if the water of these lakes is not available. it is not worth while talk- · 

_ i11g about them. · 
.Mr. Lodge: I am instructed that the water is available. 
[Mr. Beattie next showed. Lake Osborne.] 
l J I. Mr. Lodge.-Then, I understand, that you: cannot tell the Committee whether it 1s 

practicable to· divert the water from those lakes into the K~rmahdie Falls? I do not like to say. I 
should think it could be done, from what I remember of the character of the country. 

112. By the Treasurer.~Do you think the water of Lake Esperance could be diverted? If 
the northern lake could be diverted, Lake Esperance could be, because the country goes 
clown very fleeply towards the south. lt goes down to a tremendous depth towards the Arve 
River. As you go more to the south it is easier. 

113. From the Esperance Lake it runs away south? Yes. . 
· 114. By Mr. Lodge.-What saddles or ridges are there between· those lakes and the Ker-
mandie Valley ? I could not say. I did not look at them so closely to be able to answer that. 

115. If the lakes were embanked and the height of the water raised, would it in any way 
prove damag-ing to that part - of the country as a tourist resort? Not at all. The lakes are all 
stocked with fish, and to increase the water would make fishing there far bettei· than exists at 
present. 

116. B.1/ Mr. Burbury. - Where is the natural outflow of those Lakes-where is its lowest 
level ? There are two slopes from the mountain ; · one running towards Esperance, and one running 
towards the Huon. There are four feeders to the Esperance River and two -to the Arve River, 
which flows into the Huon. The waters of the lake flow into those rivers until the water gets below 
its natural level, and then it is kept back until they fill up again. They do not contribute much to 
the flow of those rivers. 

117. Is there a constant stream running from those lakes ? So long· as there is sufficient 
water in them to- allow of it flowing out. 

118. There are natural places where water can be store<l up, I suppose-where it can be 
dammed back? Yes. Stop the holes up where the water breaks away. 

I l 9. That means that there is a supply of water behind those lakes? Yes. 
120. Where do~s the supply come from? As I said. before, from the slopes of the Hartz 

mountains.· Those lakes are right under the mountain, and the drainage from that mountain flows 
into the lakes. 

121. By tlie T1·eas11rer.-There is no stream going into them ?' No. 
122. By the Chairman.-You have visited those lakes and that part of the countr_y pretty 

often? Yes. 
123. Have you seen any difference in the quantity of water in the lakes at the various times 

you have visited them ? The only difference has been notireable by me at· Lake Perry, which it 
seems to me is draining back. Mr. Osborne Geeves told me he had seen a break lower down in 
that lake, and the water was filtering out. The first time I was there the lake was quite full, but 
that was after we had had heavy weather. 

124. The outflow from those lakes is lower down? Yes, that is the peculiar feature of those 
lakes. 

125. By Mr. Lodge.-As Lake Eliza has been mentioned, would you tell the Committee, Mr. 
Beattie, what is the size of that lake? · It is much about the same size as Lake Perry. · 

126. Are there any long dry seasons on the Hartz mountains? No. 
127. B_y Mr. Burbur_y.-Are there heavy falls of snow? Oh yes. I was there in November 

one year when there was a very heavy fall of snow, and the tent we had pitched came down during 
the night. · · 

The witness withdrnw. 
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E. COUNSEL, called and e:ramined. 

128. Bi} JJfr. Lodge.-Y our name ? Edward Counsel. 
129. And you are Surveyor-General and Secretary for Lauds, of Tasmania? Yes. 

_ 130. You are acqu:.i,inted with the proposals of Mr. R. A. Robertson, the Promoter of this 
Bill as regards the working· of the Crown tim her land, back from Geeveston? Yes; that has bt.>en 
before me. · 

131. Are you acquainted with the land that has been taken up? Yes; there are 2;t,000 acres 
by Mr. Robertson. and about 4100 acres by Mr. Geeves. 

132. There has been some discussion between the Promoter, Mr. Robertson, and the Crow11 
Lands Department, with regard to the period for which the leases might properly be granted by the 
Crown for the working of that timber and the marking of that land into blocks ? Yes,; more 
particularly with regard to the renewals of the leases. 

133. And with reg·ard to the cutting· up of the timber land into blocks? Yes. 
134. After that discussion a letter was sent by you, on behalf of the Minister of Lands aucl 

Works, to my firm. Is that the letter? [Mr. Counsel here read the letter, and· replied to the 
question in the affirmative. J 

135. B11 lYlr. Lodge.-That letter represents the views of the Lands Dep,trtments about those 
two points which I have mentioned, and one other point? Yes. ' 

136. And the taking· up and ,vork'ing of that land will mean a considerable direct revenue i11 
rent and royalty to this State, will it not? Yes, I hope so. 

_ 137. And Mr. Robertson has already spent a substantial sum in taking up this land in surveys 
and preliminary payment for rents? Yes. 

138. Of course, the survey fees do not come to the Government; they are paid out ag·ain; but 
some £400 or upwards have passe~I throug-h your Department already? Yes; £250, roughly, in 
survey fees, and the balance of the a.mount, about £150, in rents. · 

139. \-Vith regard to the extension of the leases, the :Ministers are only prepare<l to recommend 
a l 0 years' renewal? Yes. · 

140. The Bill proposed to be introduced seeks to acquire a 21 years' renewal. What are the 
views of the Crown Lands Department in that respect? I think a 10 years' reuewal should be 
long enough with a 21 years' lease. 

141. Explain the grounds for your opinion? Well, 21 years is a faidy long lease in itself; and, 
I think, a 10-years! renewal is a fair thing. 

142. If the capital expenditure by the Promoter, who is going· to work the timber land, 
increases, would not the period of, his lease increase also to give him the proper opportunity of 
getting a return for his capita.l? That is a complicated question; but, broadly, from the area 
of the lease and the tram, 31 years is long enough to let in the interest of the Government and the 
individual. ,vhat I mean is·: I think there should be a squaring-up after 31 years. It is neady 
the third of' a century. . 

143. You said, "in the interest of the Government."1 What do you consider the interest of the 
Government-that it would be affected by extent of the lease? I think the land should be 
revalued after such a period of 31 years. There mig·ht be reasons which would make the 
land worth more at the end of that time, and the State should get some benefit from the increase 
in value. 

144. Supposing Parliament saw its way to confer the right on the Prom~ter to grant him 
a 21 years' renewal of his lease, with the provision that there should be a revaluation of the rovalty 
to be paid, at the commencement of the second term, and at the end of the first I 0 years of the 
21 years' renewal-would there be any objection to that by the Crown Lands Department? No ; 
that would meet the case.· 

145. Do you mean that the rent is to be increased three times-I see the royalty is fixed in 
the Bill to be increased three times at the expiration of the lease? , No; the rent is not to be raised. 

Mr. Lodge: We thought what the Promoter had paid in preliminary fees and rent entitled 
him to consideration. There is no provision in the Bill for increasing the rent. 

146. B1J the Treasurer.-Would you like the rent rnvised at the end of the 21 years' lease? 
I do not think that matters much so long as the royalty is to be increased. . 

ilir. Lodge: The royalty and not the rent is to be revised at the expiration of the lease . 
. 147. Thatiswhat,theMinisterofLands really thinks? Yes. At the meeting held by the 

Minister, Mr. Lodge, and myself, that was the subject-matter of the discussion. The Minister 
suggested with the revision of the royalty it should not exceed five times the original royalty. That 
was for the first ten years of the renewal. 

148. By this Bill we are asking· for a revision of the royalty to be paid up to three times the 
original royalty? I do not think that the amount of royalty should be limited to any nnmber of 
times. At the present time the royalty is only half what it was anticipated it should be, so that 
practir,ally the proposed increase would be a very small one. We were getting ls. per l 000 acres 
royalty. · I think it would be better to provide for the revision of royalty without fixing the number 
of times, so long as it should not exceed fore times. 

149. B_y Mr. Lodge.-The rent paid is £1 per 100 acres; therefore, the annual rent to be 
paid by the Promoter on the 26,100 acres would be £261 '? Yes. 

150. And the royalty is 6d. per 1000 superficial feet? Yes. 
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151. With the mill cutting 200,000 superficial feet per week there would be a roydlty of ~5 
·per week, or £260 per year. So that, with the rent of £261 the Government would be receiving· in 
·rent and royalty over £500? Yes. Btit I still think the royalty would not be sufficient. Sixpence 
is too low; it was twice that amou11t. 

Jri2. ,vas there any land taken up with the royalty at Is. per 1000 superficial feet? Yes. 
153. Any small holdings? Yes. The royalty was only reduced temporarily to Bel., by the 

pressing req nest of the timber people, so as to give tlie timber industry a start. It was never 
contemplated to keep it permanently at 6d. per 1000 feet. 

154. Has any substantial quantity of land been worked at ls. royalty? Not a great deal, 
becimse the regulations providing the ls. royalty were only in force for a short time. 

l 55. Are there any timber lands being worked now at ls. rnyalty? Only a small area; 
because it has been reduced to 6d. · 

156. But did the reduetion interfere with the leases then in operation? Hardly any leases had 
been issued. 

157. Now, practically, Is. royalty has·never been paid? Yes, it has. 
158. For any substantial quantity of timber? No. There are sawmillers now who say the 

-royalty should be ls. 'l'he regulations at present in force are very moderate. 
159 By the Treasurer.-Should there be any power placed in the Bill ,;o that a higher royalty 

could be levied at the exµiration of the lease for :2, l years-could not provision be inse1·ted, fixing 
the royalty tu be paid under the regnlatioas existing at that time? If it were provided that there 

-should be a revision of the royalty at the end of 21 years, so that it may be made the same as that 
then prevailing, that would meet the case. 

J.lifr. Lodge: With reg·ard to Sub-section 2, of Section 18, provision _is made for the fixing of 
· the royitlty to be paid. It i'eads '' Before the amount of royalty to be paid by the Promoter upon 

any renewal of a lease under this Section shall be fixed, the Minister of Lands for the time being 
-shall appoint a Commissio11er to assess the amount of royalty which ought, in his opinion be so 
paid, and such Commissioner shall report to the Minister accordingly." There is a similar pro­
vision in the Mining Act, that brings in an independent persou to assess what should be a fair royalty 
to pay. 

J.VIr. Counsel: Yes, I think that Sub-section meets the case. 
[The committee hern deliberated as to what increase in royalty should be paid at the expiration 

-of the 2 l years' lease.] . · . 
1.vir. Counsel: A provision should be mserted to fix the royalty at what other sawmillers were 

paying at the end of the lease. 
[The Treasurer suggested a clause fixing· the royalty to be paid at such an amount not exceed­

-ing what is paid under regulations at the time then in force.] 
160. B11 Mr. Lod_qe.-I understand, Mr. Counsel, that if the amount of royalty could be 

revised at the end of the first ten years of the renewal that you would not feel the same strong 
objection to the 21 years' extension of the lease ? That is so. . 

16 l. By the Treasurer.-You would have a revision at the end of the 21 years lease, and a 
further revision at the end of the first ten years of the renewal? Yes, revsion of royalty. 

162. The rent remaining the same? Yes. 
J.lfr. Lodge: The effect would be that if the company were working at the rate of 200,000 

superficial f°Pet per week, and the royalty were increased three times, they would have to pay to the 
Government £720 per annum, ancl there would also be payable the rent of £261 per annum; 
so that the Government mightbe deriving· as large a revenue as £1050 per annum aft131· the revision 
-of the royalty. That would be the direct beuefit; and there would also be the indirect benefit by 
the progress of the timber industry. 

JJ.fr Hope. -There would be a reduction in the land held by the company and the rent to be 
paid by them to the State? 

J.lfr. Lodge: Yes. . 
The Treasurer: As each block is worked out the land reverts to the Crown, and will he open 

for selection. 
l 63. By lYir Loclge.-N ow as to the watershed ? ---
J.1ifr. Counsel: I should like to say, in connection with renewals, that I think they should be ex­

tended to other companies in similar circumstances. I don't think that renewals should only be 
granted to this company. 

Tlte Chairman: That is not in this Bill, arid we are only dealing with renewals for this 
particular company. . 

164. By i11r. Lodge.-As to the watershed: you are acquainted with the Hartz Mountains, 
.and the lakes on them. · Those small lakes on the eastern side of the mountains-Lake Esperance, 
draining into the Esperance River; and Lakes Perry and Osborne, draining into the Arve River­
do those three lakes hold any substantial proportion of the water in their respective watersheds? 
'fhey do; they hold the most of the water. I am riot prepared to say what quantity they hold. 

165. Have you any idea of the area of those lakes? I suppose one is about one acre in 
extent. 

166. By iUr. Lodge.-! think they must be large1· than that? I should think they furnish 
-one-fourth of the water, at any rate. 

167. Mr. Beattie has described them to the Committee as mere pockets on the slope of the 
.mountain? · They are under the highest_peak of the mountain. 
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168. Below these there are extensive plains? Yes. 
169. For instance, the plains are six miles Ion~ and oue mile broad ? Yes, about that. 
170 Supposing the largest of these lakes is about 12 or 13 acres in PXtent-tha t is Lake 

Espenrn!'e-is it possible that that lake could hold any substantial portion of thA water that i:5 
collecting- on the whole of the watershed ? Yes, it is. 

171. M1·. Beattie says they would not hold auy sub"t,rntial portion of the water? I think it 
would be; but if Mr. Beattie says so, I would not contradict him, because I have not visited that 
part personally ; but the bulk of the drainage from the plain drains into tlie Arve. The two lakes, 
Perry and O11borne, drain into the River Arve. 

172. ,,, ould the diverting of that water make ar1y substantial difference to the flow of the 
River Arve? Yes; I think it would. 

173. Is the water that is flowing· down the River Arve of any consequence to any one? I do 
not know of it being used by anyone. 

174. It goes thrnngh the forest-does it not? Yes; but it might be wanted for •awmill pur­
poses by others. 

175. The River Arve only furnishes a very Rmall port:wn of the water that rnns into the River· 
Huon? It is a good stream, and there is pretty deep water down at its mouth. 

l 7o. From yon,· knowledge of those lakes down in tlrn direction of Esperance, would you say 
there would be any difficulty in diverting the wate,· of those lakes into the River Kermandie? I 
do nut think there would. 

J.lir. Lqd_,;t> : There was another point in your letter with respect to the land being cut np into 
blocks and worked. [The letter was then read, and placed before the Committee.] 

177. By Mr. M'(.'rackan.-Was the reducition in the royalty on timber th•m ls .. to 6d. made 
dul'ing· , he depression in the timber trade a short time ago·? I think it was made about eighteen 
months ago. 

178. By the Treasurer.-lt was made, practically, since the revival of the timhe1· trade? Yes; 
really, since the sa.wmills started running· ag-ain. 

179. By Mr. I-Iope.-Is any of that land suitable for settlenrnnt? I hope to see it settled 011. 

180. By the Chairman. -Not in its p1·ese11t condition? No. Jt is not land much needed for· 
settlemP.Ht. Of course, as the timber is cut off the land, it will be available for selection. 

181. By granting this large lease to this company, will it affect other small millow11ers from 
cutting timber: it will put them out from these areas we are leasing to the company, of course? 
I do not know that there will be any injury to those people. I do not know them will be any 
serious complaints made. 

1 P2. By ilir. Lodge.-Is this forest in any way handy to tire small millowners? No; there 
would have to be some fiwility provided for the transit of timber to make it payable for small 
owners to work. 

183. By the Chairman.- ,vhat would you term the land that. is being :;ranted to the company 
uuder the lease: what is its class at the present time? The class varies so much in diff,-,rent places. 
Some of it would be tenned first-class by valuators of that districc; but Mr. Hope would 11ot term it 
so. It is not snch good land as that on the 1\ orth-West Coast, but, in comparison with other 
laud in the distl'irt.. some of the land is first-class. 

The witness p{·omised to address the Committee, in wl'iting, on the Bill, a.ml withdrew. 

R. A.LLPORT, called and e.xamint-i. 

184. By Mr. Lodge.-Your name is Russell Allport? Yes. 
185. And you are au elect1·ical engineer, carrying on your profession in Hobart? Yes. 
1 ~6. ·what is the length of your expel'ience as an electrician? About ten years. 
J 87. And you al'e a member of the Institute of Electrical Engineers, England ? Yes. 
188. Yon have been inspect.ing the waters of the Kermandie River from Geevesto11 up to the 

Falls? Ye1', jmt above the Falls. I have but recently. returned. 
189. The falls nn the Kermandie are about two miles from the junction of South C1·eek with 

the Kermandie H.iver? Yes. 
190. How far are they from Geeveston? About fom miles. 
191. Is it possible to g·et from the Kermandie, at about those falls, a motive power for generat­

ing electl'icity ? Yes. 
19:l. At a moderate cost? Yes. 
193. Iu what way would you propose to use the fails for generating electricity? I would 

suggest a power-house being built below the falls some little distance as a ce11tral station. Of 
course, more water would have to be got. They would not have to be confined to the Kermandie 
Rive~ · 

194. You could g·et sufficient power? Yes. A dam would have to be constructed above the 
Kermandie Fall&. 

195. And f'rom the character of the valley above the falls, is there any difficulty in the way of 
the construction of a reservoir? No; I -think it is in every way suited for the ·construction of a. 
reservoir. 
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196. You will use the whole of the water in the Kerman die River? Yes. 
197. After you have taken the wiiter from the Kermandie River, is there any difficulty in the 

way of restoring it back again to the river? It must go back to the river by reason of its natural 
outflow. · 

l 98. Would there be any comiduable loss of water? There would be no water lost to speak of. 
199. And the water could be used lower down the river, if uecessary? Yes. 
200. There is sufficient fall lower down ? Yes, between the falls and Geeveston. 
201. ,v ould the force of water in the Kermandie River be sufficient for the purpose of running 

a large sawmill, with machinery of 100 horse-power, and a tramway all the way from South Creek 
to Shipwrights' Point, and one from there to Huonville-is the water in the Kermandie enough 
to do that? No, it is not. · 

202. ·where would you go for the balance of the water required ? I would take some of the 
water from the lakes on the Hartz Mountains. 

203. From the enquiries you have madP, would you say that those lake are suitable for taking· 
the water for the purpose of g·enerating· electricity ? From what I could gather, the three lakes, 
Esperance, Osborne, and Perry, are most suitable. 

204. By the Treasure1·.--You know what distance it would be? I got it. from Mr. John 
· Geeves that it was four miles. 

2LJ5. Would there have to be a water-race? Yes, there would. 
206. By J.vir. Lodge.-You say the water in the Kermandie River is not sufficient, and that 

you would go to the lakes. Do you co_nsider the water in those lakes would be sufficiellt? Yes, 
I_ thiuk so. . 

207. ,vbat horse-power do you think would be requil'td to be developed to run the sawmill, 
tran1ways, and engines on the ghrnnd? I should think 500 horse-power-not less. 

208. Do you consider that the water in the Kermandie River and the lakes, together, would 
supply that? Yes. _ 

209. Are there any practical difficulties in the way, so far as you have examined the cquntry, 
and been able to gather? None at all. 

210. By the Chairman.-Do yon think that if the tram only went to Shipwrights' Point, and 
not on to Huonville, would that reduce the requirement, as to water, considerably? It would not 
take a great deal of power to rn!1 a tramway from Shipwright,;' Point to H uonville, because it is 
all level country. 

21 I. It would not increase your requirement of water to any great extent.?· Not to run that 
tram; it depends a g1·eat deal as to what the tram has g·ot to do. I take it that 7:i horse-power 
would run· that tram. 

212. By the Tnasm·er. -- Carrying what loads? Drawing trucks of produce, fruit, &c. 
There would be a motor in each· truck. I don't. suppose there would be more than three trncks 
running· at one time, and at 25 horse-power per truck this would be 75 horse-power. 

213. Wbnt do you think each truc_k would caJTy ? .About five tons, I estimate. 
214. By the Chairman.-In your experience, as an electrical engineer, have you had in hand 

any similar work of carrying water as you µ1·opose to do i11 this matter? Yes. 
2 I 5. Under similar circumstances? Yes. 
216. You are positive a.s to there beiug no difficulty .in the way of the necessary water being 

obtained? None w hatP.ve1-. · 
217. To get 500 horse-power? Yes. 
~18. You have had a good opportunity of seeing those lakes, and examining· them? No, not 

the lakes. · 
219. By tlte T1·easurer.-How many sluice-heads of water are there on the top uf the falls to 

generate the electricity you want-to give 500 horse-power? That would depend on the height of 
the falk 

220. Do you not know the height of the fa1Is? I lrnve not measured it accurately. I only 
worked it out roug·hly. 

221. By Mr. Lodge.-But you know the bright of the falls, approximately? About one 
hundred feet at the point where I suggest putting the power-house. 

222. Assuming the height of those falls to be 100 feet-would that give you sufficient power 
to g·enerate electricity up to 500 horse-power? f Have you your calculations here, Mr. All port? 
No.] 

, 223. Did you make your calculations, assuming the height to be one hnndred feet, with the 
quanty of water which was thep flowing? Yes. · 

224. You were unable to get 500 horse-power-you· are ·unable TO get anything like 500 
horse-power from the waters of the Kermandie at the present time? At the time I was there 
making my examination there was 70 horse-power. 

225. B.1/ thr. Trrasurer.-How many sluice-heads would there be in the Kerma11die Falls to 
produce 70 horse-power? I do not reckou by sluice-heads. Sluice-heads are nsed in conr;ection 
with mining work, I believe. I make it up by estimating· that 33,000 lbs. of water falling one 
foot in one minute will give one horse-power. 

226. Is that in the summer-time or winter-I mean, as regards the 70 horse-power in the 
Kerman die'? I was told, when I was there, that. the water· in that river was as low as ever it i.<> 
during the summer months. 
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227. You have made no exploration of the lakes yourself to guide you in your statement that 

the water in those lakes will be sufficient to increase your horse-power in the Kermandie from 70 
to 500? No, only from what they have told me. There is very little water in the Kermandie now, 
and it would give some 70 horse-power. 

·228. By Mr. Lodge.-By storing the water above the Kermandie Falls yon could not get 
sufficient water for what you require ? No, it would have to be done in the lakes. 

229. By hankiug up the lakes you would increase the storage quantity of water? Yes. 
230. That would give you from 23 to 30 acres all told'? Yes. Mr. Geeves told me that a 

very large body of water flows down there six months in the year. 
Mr. Hope: You will have no guarantee, if you close the mouth of the lakes, that the country 

will hold all the water. · 
The Treasurer: I don't think it would. 
M1·. Lodge: I want the Committee to unoerstand that I am not putting before them a com­

pleted scheme for generating electricity. Conferring· the right to the water to the company canuot 
prejudice anybody. The water _in the Kermandie River is not sufficient in itself, and it is therefore 
necessary for the company to draw on the lakes. 

201. By J:fr. Lodge.-If the- same amount of power required for the mill will do fo1· the tram 
from Shipwrights' Point to Huonville, it would be a very economical method of handling the pro­
duce? Yes. 

232. Is it considered that in rural districts the workiPg of light lines by electricity would be 
the most economical mode of handling goods'? Yes, I think it would. 

233. By 1.vir. Burbury.-H ow do you measure the quantity of water-by yards? .No, by 
feet. 

234. A.nd how many cubic feet are there in a cubic yard? I think it is 27. 
235. Now, how many cubic yards of water would it take to supply 70 horse-power that you 

speak of; that is, in the Kennandie river? Well, I think, there are sixty pounds of water in a 
cubic foot, an<l I reckon that 3:3.000 lbs. of water falling one foot in one minute will g·ive one horse­
power; falling two feet, two horse-power ; ten feet, ten horse-power ; and so on. 

236. Then, the success of this scheme, so far as water-power is concerned, depends on your 
having storage capacity up the River Kermanclie? Yes. 

237. And you are not sure that there are natural places for the storage of the water? I can 
only say from what I have heard, and from the photos. that I have seen. 

238. It is a rapid fall, I suppose? Yes, there is one. 
239. By the Treasurer.-It is clear, then, that there is not sufficient water m the Kermandie 

River, and that tlie lakes will have to be tapped? Yes. 
J.11r. Burbury : We do not seem to have the data before us to lei us know what 

-quantity of water is to be taken from the lakes, if that water is dammed up. It is said, there is 
only 70 horse-power of water in the Kermandie, and an immense additional quantity of water 
would have to be obtained to increase the horse-power from ·70 to 500. 

The Treasurer: I doubt whether the lakes would give that increase. 
Russell Allport: There is very little water running in the Kermandie, at present. 
111r. Lodge: The su_pply of water to give the necessary power tu generate the electricity is 

what bas yet got to be seen to ; but to take the water and replace it back into the river will not 
injure anyone. 

The Committee deliberated, and the witness withdrew. 
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(Brought in by Mr. Evani.) 

···As amended by the Select Committee. 

A 

BILL 

TO 

..Authorise the construction of certain Tram­
"rays from Hospital Bay through Geeveston, 
and to certain Timber Lands and elsewhere, 
and for other purposes. 

WHEREAS Robe1·t A.ffieck R~bertson is the holder of, or has 
applied for, or is entitled on certain conditions to a transfer of, certain 
Leases from the Crown of timber lands lying beyond the Town of 
Geeveston in or near to the valleys of the Kermandie River and the 

.5 Arve River respectively (such leases being either in the name of the 
said Robert Ajfleck Robertson or in the names of .1 ohn William Geenes, 
William Giffen Geeves, and George Albert Geeves), and has also an 
option of purchase of certain freehold-timber and other lands belonging 

. to the said John WilUam Geeves, William Giffen Geeves, and George 
10 Albert Geeves, and to O_sborne Geeves respectively, and has also an 

option.of purchase of certain rights to and for the use, construction, and 
n:aintenance of a tramway or tramways from Hospital Bay to or 
beyond the Town of Geeveston : 

· And whereas the said Robert Aifieck Robertson ia desirous of working 
15 the timber lands aforesaid (whether freehold or leasehold) as a whole, 
· and according to more economical and convenient methods, and of 

connecting the same and the said Town of Geeveston with deep water 
at Hospital Bay by a new and improved tramway or tramways, and 

[Private.] 

A.D. 1901. 

PREAllfBLE, 

* ~ * The words proposed to be struck out are enclosed in brackets [ ] ; those to be inserted, 
in parentheses ( ). 
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a]so of constructing an extension or extensions of the tram ways afore­
said, [for connecting other places along the Huon River, and particularly 
the Town of Huonville, with deep water at Hospital Bay aforesaid,] 
and of building such jetty or jetties at Hospital Bay aforesaid as may 
be requil'ed for the convenient and economical shipping of timber and 5 
other produce and goods [of the districts of Geeveston, Fran/din, and 
Huonville] from Hospital Bay aforesaid, and for the pJ"Omotion and 
advantage of the commerce and shipping· of the dislrict[s aforesaid] : 

And whereas the said Robert Affeeck Robertson is also. desirous of 
obtaining· an extension of the terms of the leases obtained or applied for 10 
in respect of such timber lands of the Crown as afi,rehaid, and of having· 
certain modificatio:p.s of the_ Reg~lation~ with regard to the working of 
such timber lands, with a view fo working the same as a whole, and in 
accordance with more economical and convenient methods : 

And whereas it is desired to confer upon the said Robe1·t Aifieclt 15 
Robertson extended powers with regard to the construction and main­
tenance of such tramways and jetties as aforesaid, and the motive­
power to be used on such tramways, and the use supply and sale of 
electricity and electric motive power and electric Hght in the district[s] 
aforesaid, and also the 1·ig·ht to an extension of the terms of such ]ease, ~O 
as aforesaid, and to a moclifici1tion of the regulations with regard to 
the w01·king of such timber lands of the Crown as aforesaid: 

Be it therefore enacted by His Excellency the Governor of Tasmania, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Leg-islative Council and House 
of Assembly, in Parliament assembled, as followf. :- 25 

1 This Act· may be ci.ted for a:11 purposes as " The Geeveston Tram­
ways and Timber Leases Act." 

2 The following Parts and Sections of" The Railways Ulau:;es Con­
solidation Act, 1901," (hereinafter referred to as ·" the General Act") 
shall be incorporated with this Act, except in so far as such Sections 30 
are hereby expressly varied (namely)-

1. Sections One to Four inclusive: 
But " Road " shall also include any esplanade 01· Crown 

reservation along the banks of any river: 
And " Railway " and " Undertaking" respectively shall 35· 

also include all wharves and jetties. the construction· .of 
which is authorised by this Act, and all buildings and 
works in counection with the generating aud supplying of 
eleC'tricity under the provisions of this Act. 

II. Part I. Sections Five to Twenty-seven inclusive : 40· 
[But -Section Fifteen and Section Sixteen, Sub-section 

Two shall not be incorporated with this Act, and Section 
Sixteen, Sub-section One shall be read as if the words 
from "and in aU cases," in the first line thereof, down to 
the words "enl.arge such time," in the fourth Jine thereof, 45-
were omitted therefrom ; 

And Section Twenty-five of the General Act shaU be 
read as if the following words were part thereof, and were 
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III. 

IV, 

v. 
vr.· 

VII. 

VlIJ. 

inserted therein next after the pC:>'wer to draw water for the 
purposes therein mentioned, (that is t.o say) "To construct 
and work such telegraph or telephone lines to be used only 
for the purposes of the U nde1:taking, and by the persons 
engaged therein, as the Promote1' may think proper: "] 
'(Hut Section Five shall he read and co11strued as giving 

the Minister ·power to 1;equire that the tr,1mways to be 
constructed by the Promoter between the SjJeedwell Jetty 
mentioned in Section Four of thii;; Act and the proposed 
jetty at Hospital Bay. shall not be constmcted upon any 
part of the land some time since marked out and surveyed 
by authority of Parliament for an intenried line of 
railway between Hobart and Geeveston, and as giving· the 
Minister power to fix and determine the conditions subject 
to ·which such ~ramways may be constructed upon the said 
land or any part thereof:) 

Part II. SP-ctions Twenty-eight to Thirty-five inclusive: 
Pal't III._ Sections Thirty-six to Forty-three inclusive: 

But Section Thirty-seven ::;hall be read as if the word 
" reasonably " were inserted before the word " necessary " 
in the Third line of the Third paragraph thereof: 

Part IV. Sections Forty-four to Fifty-one inclusive: 
Part V. Sections Fifty-two to Fifty-seven inclusive: 
Part VI. Sections Fifty-eight to Sixty-two inclusive: 

But in line Five of Section Sixty-Two the words "the 
Promoter" shall be substituted for the word "it" : 

Part VIL Sections Sixty-three to Seventy inclusive: 
But the tolls, rates, fares, and charges, to be fixed in 

accordance with the provisions of Section Sixty-four of the 
General Act, shull not (unless with the consent of the 
Promoter) be less in respect of the tramways authorised by 
this A et than the toll~, rates, fares, and charges, for the 
time being in force and payable in respect of the Tasmanian 
Government Railways generally: 

1x. Part VIII. Sections Seventy-one to Seventy-five inclusive: 
And the period of I ime mentioned in Section Seventy­

one of the General Act is hereby fixed for the purposes of 
this Act at [Thirty,;:] years from the passing hereof: 

(But the power of purchase conferred by the said 
Section Seventy-one shall not extend or apply to the 
tramways (extensions or branches) fourthly mentioned in 
Section Three of this Act, and the Pronioter mav at 
any time during the term of any lease or renewed leas~- in 
this Act mentioned or immediately after the expiration or 
detern.1ination of any such lease, take up and remove the 
rails and sleepers of any tramways upon the land corn­
prised in such lease.) 

x. Part IX. Sections Seventy-six to Seventy-nine inclusive : . 
[But the consent of the Minister mentioned in Section 

Seventy-six shall not be necessary to the transfer by the 
said Robert Affieck Robertson of the U ndertak.ing, and all 

A,.D. 1901 

B 
(Twenty*) 
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his rights under this Act, to any company which may have 
been or may be formed (with a subscribed capital of not 
less than Fifty thousand Pounds) to acquire the same :] 

xr. Part X. Sections Eig·hty to Eighty-five inclusive: 
:X:11. Part XI. .Secrions Eighty-six to Ninety-one inclusive : 5 

. But the words '· Three months" are hereby substituted 
for the words "One month," in the Second line of Sec­
tion Eighty-·six Sub-section 1. 

xrn. Part XII. Sections. Ninety-two to One hundred inclusive : 
[But Section Ninety-seven · shall not be incorporated 10 

with this Act.] 

3 It shall be lawful for the said Robert A.ffiech Robertson (herein­
after referred to as " the Promoter") to make, constrnct, repair, im­
prove, and maintain the lines of tramway following (whether no,v 
existing or not), together with all necessary or proper tracks, roads, 15 
ways, crossings, bri<lges, culverts, cntting·s, tunnels, embankment,:, 
approaches, junctions, sidin~ s, stations, buildings, and other works and 
conveniences that may be used or worked in connection with such 
tramways: that is to say-~ · · · 

I. A tramway from Shipwright's Point on the nOl'thern si<le of :20 
Ho.r:pital Bay, to the Town of Gee·ve.~ton: 

11. A tramway from TYhale Point, on the southern side of 
Hospital Ba.1/, to the Town of Geeveston: 

m. A tramway from the Town of Geeveston to such a site in the 
valley of the Kermandie lhver, or any '.tributary thereof, 25 
as may be deemed convenient for the erection of a sawmill 
for sawing the timber to be cut upon any such timber lands 
as aforesaid : I 

1v. Such extensions or branches of the last-mentioned trnmway 
as the Prom0ter may desire to construct to, upon, or over 30 
any of the freehold or leasehold timber lands aforesaid, and 
as may (Le) necessary or proper for the convenient getting, 
cutting, sawing, or working of the timber upon or from any 
such lands: 

[v. A tramway from Shipwright's Point aforesaid to a point at 35 
or near to the Town of Huonville.] 

(A Within Six months after the construct.ion of any of the Tram­
ways mentioned in the next preceding Section of this Act, and therein 

· numbered 1, 2, and 3, respectively shall have been completed, the Pro­
moter shall deposit with the Minister of Lands for the time being proper 40· 
survey plans ( certified by an authorised Surveyor of the State) of the 
Tramway so completed, showing on such plans the lengths and 
bearings of the centre line of the Tramway, the radii of all curves, the 
lengths of all tangents, the width of the tramway, and all roads which 
the Tramway crosses, or upon which it is laid; and also, all promine11t45-
natnral features of the lands along which the Tramway is constmctecl.) 

4 The wharves which the Promoter is authorised by the General 
Act and this Act to construct shall include-. 
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1. A jetty at or near to Shipwright', Point, the shore end of A.D. 1901 •. · 
which shall be upon some part of 89 acres of land granted ----·•-·-·-
William E. Garth.: 

TI. A jetty at or near to Whale. Point, the shore end of whi~h 
shall be upon some part of 23½ ac1·es of land granted to 
James Fitzpatrick, [or upon Crown land adjoining the sai~ ..9 

. grant] (or of 4 7 acres of land granted to J. W. Studley.·:) 

IlT. 

10 

and . 

Such wharves adjoining or subsidiary to the before-mentioned 
jetties, or either of them, as may be found necessary and 
convenient : , 

[IV; Such improvements or extension of -the jetty in the Ker­
mandie River lrnowi1 as the Speedwell Jetty as the Pro- B 

15 
mater !fli!tY find convenient.] ·. ..· 

The [Two first"''] mentioned jetties shall not, nor shalleither (before,;:') .,.8 
of them, be of a greater length than Six hundred and_Fifty 
feet, unless the Minister of Lands for the. time being shall -
at any time approve of their being constructed of a greater 
length. · 

, ' 

-20 5 For the traction of carriages or vehicles over and upon the tram'- Motive power. 
·ways aforesaid, or any of them, and for working any mil1 or machinery, 
the Promoter may use steam, electricity, or any motive power. 

6 It shall be lawful for the Promoter to take, divert, and appropriate 
any of the water of the Kermandie River, or any tributary of the said 

25 river, for the purpose of generating or developing electricity : Provided 
that all such water (after allowing for reasonable waste and loss) shall 
be returned by the Promoter to the said river, or some tributary the1eof, 
as soon as conveniently may be. 

_ 7 It shall be lawful for the Promoter [(with the consent cf the 
30 Governor in Council)] to take, divert, and appropriate (for the purpose 

of generating or developing electricity) the water from any [one] 
(three) of the lakes upon the (Eastern) slopes of the Hartz Mountains 
[for the purpose of generating or developing elect1·icity.] (which may 
be approved by the Governor in Council.) 

35 (B The Promote1· shall from time to time pay. the Minister of 
Lands for tl;ie time being for all water taken and diverted under the 
provisions of Sections Six and Seven of this Act, and used by him for 
the purpose of generating electricity fo1· sale under the provisions of 
Section Eleven. The annual sum payable for such water sha1I be 

40 levied on such principle and at such rate and subject to such provisions 
as shall from time to time be fixed for diverting and taking water from 
any river or stream for genen1ting electricity under any Regulations 
from time to time made by the Governor in Comicil undei· the provisions 
of this Act, or under the provisions of any present or future law 

45 regulating the diverting and use of such water ·for such purposes, and· 
· all moneys so received _ by the ::Minister shall be paid into the 

Consolidated Revenue Fund.) 

'l'aking water 
from River 
KermandiB. 

Taking water 
from one of the 
Hartz Lakes. 
B 
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8- .It shall be lawful for the Pronioter to construct and erect on and 
. in .any portion of the banks or bed of the said Kerrnandie River, or any 
tributary thereof, or (any) such lake(s) as aforesaid, such works,. darns, 
weirs, and reservoirs as may be required for the purpose of taking, di ve1ting, 
impounding, and appropriating any such water as aforesaid, and also to 5 
construct and lay down upon or in Crown land or any road such 
flumes~ races, and pipes as may be required for the purpose of conduct­
ing any such water to any buildings or woi·ks of the Promoter, and of 
returning or otherwise disposing of such water. 

9 It shall be lawful for the Promoter from time to time to make, 10 
construct, erect., lay down, maintain, alter, repair, or discontinue upon 
any land now or hereafter to be acquired by the Promoter, such water­
works, steam engines, water-wheels, buildings, machinery, plant, and 
othei works as the Promoter may deem necessary- for ~he purposes of 
this Act. · · 15 

10 The Promoter shall make compensation to any person now 
entitled to the use of water from the Kennandie River or any tributary 
thereof who may be prejudiced by the taking and diversion therefrom 
by the Promoter under the provisions of this Act, and to any person 
who may be prejudiced or affected by the construction of any works 20 
under Section Eight of this Act ; such compensation to be settled (in 
case of dispute) by arbitration in the mode prescribed by Tlie Lands 
Clauses Act. 

11 If the Promoter shall use electricity for the traction of carriages 
or vehicles over and upon the tramways aforesaid, or any of them, it 25 
shall be lawful for the Promoter to sell electricity to any person for use 
in the District [s] of Geeveston, [Franhlin, and Huonville aforesaid, or 
any of them,] either as motive power or for lighting purposes; but the 
price at which such electricity shall be sold shall not (without. the con­
sent of the Promoter) be fixed at less than One Shilling per English 30 
Board of Trade unit when supplied for lighting purposes, and when 
required for motive power at less than Ten Pounds per brake horse­
power per annum, for every period of Eig·ht hours, or portion thereof, 
during the day of Twenty-four hours, for which such power shall be 
required and shall be available for use. 35 

12 The provisions of the General Act with regard to the fixing of 
rates, tolls, and fares upon the tramways and the payment, levy, and 
recovery of such rates, tolls, and fares shall extend also (subject to the 
provisions of the next preceding· Section of this Act) to the fixing, 
payment, levy, and recovery of such wharfage or other rates and 40 
charges as the Promoter may make for the use of the jetties and 
wharves aforesaid, or for the supply of electricity as aforesaid. 

13 It shall be lawful for the Promoter from time to time to make, 
repeal, and alter By-laws (in accordance with the provisions of Part X. 
of the General Act) providing for- 45 

1. The testing of the normal strength and electric power and 
motive force of any electricity supplied by the Promoter: 
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,. Ii. The determination ·.of- the tinie at which anj1 charge for A.D. 1901. 
electricity shall be payable, and whether in advance or 
not; · 

IJI: The regt~lation· of the form, material, dimensions,' co:ristruc-
5 tion, 'arrangement, and inspection of pipes, conductor~, 

cond~its; wires~ and works supplying electricity to any ---., 
prem~ses: 

IV. The regulat.ion of the construction, disposition, custody, and 
inspection of meters; and the protection of meters from 

10 distress for rent and from execution or seizure under any 
legal· process whatever, except as against the Promoter : • 

v. The prevention of the waste or misuse of electricity supplied 
by the Promoter, and the interference by any person · with -~ .. 
the electrical works belonging to the Promoter. 

15 14 The tramways hereby aut)1orised shall have a gauge of Three Gauge of tram­
f~et Six inches, unless the Governor in C(!uncil shal! approve of such ways. 
tramways or. any of. them qeing of a different gauge. 

15 The Promoter shall commence the construction of the lines of Commencement 
tram~ay firstly and secondly ~entioned in the Th.ird Se~tion of this of construction. 

20 Act, or one of them, within One year from the passing of this Act, 
[artd shall commence the construction of the line of tramway fifthly 
mentioned in the said Section within Three years from the passing aft 
hereof.J 

16 The said lines of tramway firstly and secondly mentioned in the Completion of 
25 said Section Three, or one of them, shall be completed within Two tramways. 

years from the passing of this Act, [a11d the said line of tramway fifthly 
mentioned in the said Section shall be completed within One year after .,0 
the construction thereof shall have commenced in accordance with the 
provisions ?ereof.] 

30 17 If the Promoter shall fail to commence or to complete any of Application for 
the lines of tramway aforesaid within the respective times fixed by the forfeiture. 
two preceding Sections in that behalf, his failure to commence or com-
plete _such line shall be a ground for an ·application for the forfeiture of 
that line in manner provided by Part XI. of the General Act. 

35 18-(1.) The Promoter, provided the covenants and conditions of Renewal of 
the Leases issued to or applied for by the said Robert Ajfl,eclt, Robertson, Leases. 
and John William Geevrs, William Giffen Geeves, and G~orge Albert 
Geeves respectively as hereinbefore mentioned, on the part of the 
Lessees, shall have been fulfilled up to the expiration of such Leases 

40 respectively, and upon his applying within Three months before or One 
month after the expiration thereof~ shall be entitled to renewals of such 
Leases respectively, for a further period of Twenty-one years in each 
case, subject to the payment of the rent and such royalties [not 
exceeding three times the royalty previously paid under the lease,] as the ~ 

45 Minister of Lands for the time being (with the consent of the Governor 
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in :Council) shall thfok fit to impose, subject to the pro:visiohs of " The 
Crown . Lands Amendment Act, 1898,~' : and the Regulations made 
thereunder. · · 

_((A.) .The royalties so imposed by the M,iniste!' ~hall.11:pt_exc~_ed the 
royalties then payabl_e undei; Ti~ber: Leases accordi_ng tq the Regula- 5. 
tio_n,s for the time. being· in force _under:t~1e said Act. . . 
· (n.) The royalties so fixed on the renewal of any lell~e may again be 

yaried by the M,inist~r in , manner aforesaid, a.nd subject to the 
. limitation afore~aid, at the expiration of• the· first Ten year~ of the term 
of any" renewed lease.) · . · I 0 
· _· 2. Before· the amount ·or royalty · to be paid by the Promoter 
[upon ariy renewal of a lease Urirle'r this Section shall be fixed,] (under 
any lease. renewe~. according· to the_ provi~ions ·.of. this Section shall 
be fixed or varied as aforesaid). the Mi_niste_r of Lands for the time being­
shall appoint a Commissioner to assess the amount of royalty which 15 
ought, in his opinion, to be so paid, and such Commissioner shall 
report to the Minister accordingly.·.. . . . . . . , 

. 3, ~very such renewal shall be by the. issue of a n_ew leas_e,. which'. 
shall entitle the holder thereof to all the same rights, .pr~ferences, and 
priorities, as were formerly held by· hini unde1; _the expited lease. · · · 20 

19 Notwithstanding anything in." The Orown L~_mds · .A,m~ndme.nt. 
Act, ] 898," or in any Regulations made thereunder, contained, it. shall 
be lawful for _the said Robert Affieck Robertson, and tl1e. said John 
Williarn Geeves, WiUiam Giffen Geeve.s, _and Ge01·ge A_lbert Geeves_, ,t~ 
transfer such leases as aforesaid, or any of them, to such a company as 25 
is mentioned in Section Two, Sub-section x. of this Act, without 
obtaining the consent of the Minister of Lands for the time being·_·_:to 
any such Transfer. 

: 20 Notwithstanding anything i"n "The Crown Lands· Amendment" 
.Act, 1898,". or i:n any regulations made thereunder, contained, : the. 30 
Promoter shall be entitled to have all the lands comprised in the before­
mentioned Leases, surveyed in blocks of Five hundred acres or there­
abouts, and to work and cut timber, fro1n more than one block at the 

. same time (provided that the to_tal area of the blocks available for, 
working at one and the same time :shall not exceed one-tenth of the:35 
~otal area of the lands comprised in the before-menti<med Leases), and 
to work- _all or any of the said blocks from such mill-site Ol'.. mill-sites 
(whether on any part of the leased lands or not) as the Promoter 
may deem convenient. 

I. 
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