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REPORT from the SELECT COMMITTEE appointed by the House C!f Assembly to 
consider tlte Question of IMMIGRATION as connected with Free Grants of Land. 

THURSDAY, 27 JULY, 1865. 

Ordered, that a Select Committee be appointed to consider the Question of Immigration · as 
connected with Free Cl-rants of Land, with power to send for persons and -papers. 

FRIDAY, 28 JULY, 1_865. 

Ordered, that the following Members serve on the Committee on Immigration:-

MR. PERKINS. 
MR. HA.YES. 
MR. JAMES LORD. 
MR. ROSE. 

EXPENSES 'of Witnesses. 

MR. LEWIS. 
MR. SIBLEY. 
MR. HORNE. 

Name. Occupation. From whence Number of Days Expenses allowed. summoned. from Home. 

£ s. d. 
G. H. Wing .... ....... ........ Fanner ...•••.. ... The Old Beach . .. One ············ 0 19 0 

Bassett Dickson, Esci. •••••--•o•• Settler .. .......... .. Richmond ........ Two ... ·••······ 2 16 0 
William Laid ...••..•......••.. Farmer ............. Cullenswood ...... One ····· ······· 4 4 0 
Andrew Blackwood ............ Farmer •......•.... Back River ....... One ·········· .. 1 8 0 

PI.WCE-EDINGS OF COMMITTEE. 

No. 1. Werlnesday, 2 August, 1865 .. Jvlembers present-M-r. Horne, Mr. Rose, Mr. Hayes, Mr. Sib_ley, Mr. 
Perkins, Mr. Lord. 

No. 2. Thursday, 3 August, 1865. JJiemberspresent-:-Mr. Horne, Mr. Sibley, Mr. Rose, Mr. Perkins, i\'ir". 
Hayes, Mr. Horne. 

No. 3. Friday, 4 August, 1865. Members present-Mr. Horne, Mr. Sibley, Mr. Rose, Mr. Perkins, Mr. 
Hayes, Mr. James Lord. 

No. 4. Tuesday, 8 August, 1865. Members present-Mr. Horne, Mr. Sibley, Mr. Rose; Mr. Hayes. 
No. 5. W'erlnesdl!-Y, 9 August, 1865. Members present-Mr. Horne, Mr. Sibley, Mr. Rose; Mr. Perkins, Mr. 

Hayes. · 

No. 6. Thursday, 10 August, 1865. Jvlembers present-Mr. Horne, Mr. Sibley, Mr. Rose, Mr. Hayes. 
·No. 7. Friday, 11 August, 1865. Members present-Mr. Horne, J.'fr, Sibley, ~fr. Rose, Mr. Perkins, Mr. 

Hayes, Mr. Lewis, Mr. Jame3 Lord. 
No. 1'. Tuesday, 15 August, 1865. Members present-Mr. Horne, Mr. Sibley, Mr. Rose, Mr. Perkins, Mr. 

Hayes, Mr. Lewis, Mr. James Lord. 
No. 9. Wednesday, 23 August, 1865. Members present-Mr. Horne, Mr. Sibley, Mr. Hayes, Mr. Rose, Mr, 

Perkins, Mr; Lewis. 



4 

REPORT 

'1.'.El E SELECT COMMITTEE appointed to consider tlie · Question of IMMIGRATION as connected with 
Free Grants of Land ltave the lwnor to bring 11,p the following Report. 

YouR Committee have taken the important Question remitted to them by your Honoz:able 
House into their most anxious and earnest consideration. 'l'hey have held several meetings. They 
have examined various witnesses; and they have .availed themselves of such official information as 
was accessible to them. Your Committee are glad to be able to state, as the most prominent result 
of their labours, that they have arrived at a unanimous opinion upon the principal subject of their 
investigations. Without a rlissentient voice they have come to the conclusion that it is absolutely 
necessary for the best interests of the Colony that the Government and the Legislature should devise 
some means of attracting additional population to our shores. In no other way, they feel assured, 
will the natural resources of Tasmania be properly developed ; in no other way will her lands be 
settled by an industrious and thriving population; in no other way will the elasticity of the Public 
Revenue be. secured, and the burden of taxation be rendered light and easy to be borne; in no other 
way will a sound and substantial foundation be laid for the certain and permanent prosperity of all 
classes in the community. It may happen-and the Committee -trust it will-that in, no distant time 
Tasmania will not be found to be deficient in some one or other of those great sources of wealth 
which ha,e so wonderfully stimulated the material progress of the neig·hbouring Australian Colonies. 
But the truest wealth of every country is its labour ; and as long as Tasmania only possesses a fair 
and sufficient supply of this, the abundant advantages which nature has bestowed upon her in the way 
of soil, climate, and situation, need render her warmest well-wisher but little apprehension of her fut_ure. 

The first consideration that presented itself to your Committee, ·after they discoverer! tliat they 
were unanimous in their opinion upon the necessity of reviving Immigration to the Colony in some 
shape or other, was, whether it was desirable that th~ Colony should be asked to pay either the whole 
or a portion of the passage-money of such Immigrants as they would desire to see introduced into 
their midst. The Committee believe that, for many reasons, such a system would be far from expe­
dient. In the first place, the finances of the Colony are hardly in a position at the present time to 

. bear additional burdens. In the second, even were this not so, your Committee do not consider a 
scheme of directly assisted Immigration a desirable one to adopt. There can be no comparison 
between the classes of Immigrants who come out under the two different systems. The Immigrants 
who arrive here at their own expense have, in all probability; weig·hed anxiously and diligently all· 
the risk of the undertaking; they have considered both the advantages and disadvantages of this 
most serious step in their lives; they have taken care to supply themselves with proper and reliable 
information before they have hazarded their little capital in the venture. A large proportion of the 
Immigrants whom we ourselves imported under previous arrangements aimed rather at a temporary 
change in their situation in life, than a permanent home in a new country to be won by labour and 
self-denial. They regarded Tasmania solely as a stepping-stone to the Gold-producing Countries by 
which it is surrounded, and of which they had heard so much, rather than as a Colony where a com­
fortable livelihood could be easily earned, and a respectable position in society without difficulty 
attained by the most ordinary exercise of the virtues of industry, sobriety, and frugality. Your Com­
mittee consequently recomm_end that there should he no revival of the old expenditure of the Public 
Funds upon Immigration. But they are strongly of opinion that the lands of tlrn Colony should be 
turned to a thoroughly profitable and substantial account by inducing voluntary Immigration. They 
believe, moreover, that a fresh stimulus to settlement in Tasmania, and to the cultivation of its un­
occupied fertile lands, should not be confined to the Immigrants only. ·They·woultl offer the same 
advantages to the youths of the Colony to rear home~teads for theqi!'elves in the land of their birth. 
Nor would they shut o_ut the adjacent Colonies. These, however, are all matters of detail; and the 
best method of explaining the more· prac-tical features of the plan your Committee suggest for 
adoption will be to give the Resolutions at which they have arrived at length. They accordingly 
insert them here :-

RESOLVED-I. That it is expedient that Agricultural Areas be set apart both for the purpose ·or Immig~a11t 
occupation, and for settlement generally, under conditions hereinafter to be stated ; that those areas once so set apart 
be withdrawn from Public Sale, and be incapable of alienation except for the object above stated. 

2. That all male persons from the age of 18 to 36, whether Immigrants or natives of the Colony, shall be entitled 
to select such lands under the said conditions. . . 

3. The following shall constitute such conditions:-· 

A. All such Agricultural Areas shall be divided into Fifty-acre Sections, and every alternate Fifty-acre Section 
sb all be allotted and reserved. • 

B. That after five years personal resid1mce, and the cultivation of not less than ten acres ofhis original allotment, 
the settler shall receive a Free Grant of the whole fifty acres; and he shall, moreover, have the option of 
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purchasing the reserve of the second lot of fifty acres adjacent to his original allotment at the price of 
One Pound par acre, and under the Credit provisions of the Land Regulations Act, at any period of his 
occupation, 

C, That, at intervals as near as may be of every twenty Sections, the Government shall reserve the right of 
constructing roads of sixty feet in width between and to the rear o( these Sections. 

D. That no person being already the owner ofland in his ·own right shall be capable of taking advantage of 
the provisions of these· Regulations. 

E, That two areas of not less than ( 4000) Four thousan<l acres be set apart for the purpose of inducing the 
· immig·ration of small German freeholders; the one to be at the Florentine Hiver, the second in the 

Ringarooma District. · 

F. That, for the purpose of carryfog out the various provisions of this scheme, two accredited agents be ap­
pointed, the one to explain its provisions throughout England, Ireland, and Scotland, and the other 
throui;rhout Germany. Both will, of course, have to be provided with the proper authorities ; and the 
latter will have to be supplied with such. credentials as shall satisfy the German Government of the 
bonafide nature of his mission. · 

G. To meet the expense of this agency, the Committee propose that the Government shall place upon the 
Estimates a sum of One thousand Pounds. 

Your Committee have now explained at length their plan. They are convinced that if carried 
out with prudence and energy it. will prove of incalculable practical benefit to the Colony. So far 
from diminishing the Land Hevenue, they are strongly persuaded it will increase its returns, from 
the natuml desire of the Immigrants to purchase their adjacent lots, and from the way in which it 
cannot fail both·to develop and ·enhance the value of the Crown Lands ·of the Colony. Its adoption, 
moreover, can scarcely fail to produce bona fide settlement in the Colony of a really useful class of 
Colonists, to add materially to our population and our labour, and consequently to increase the 
consumption of all dutiable articles. They leave, however, now their suggestions to the. considera­
tion of the Legislature. The evidence upon which they are chiefly founded is appended to their 
Report; and your Committee can only say, in conclusion; that it will be a matter of unfeigned con­
gratulation to themselves if their deliberations on so important a question shall eventually prove to 
have resulted in real practical benefit to Tasmania. 

THOMAS HORNE, Ch.airman. 
Committee Room, ·23rd August, 1865. 

EVIDENCE. 

No. 1. WEDNESDf.Y, 2 AuGusT; 1865. 

MINUTES OF COMMITTEE. 

Present-Mr. Horne, Mr, Hayes, Mr. Rose, Mr. Sibley, Mr. Perkins, Mr. Lord . 

. Mr. Perkins moved that Mr. Horne do take the Chair. 
Question put and passed. 
Mr. Perkins- moved that the Oommittee sit at 11 o'clock on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays, 

and Fridays in each week. 
Question put and passed. 
Mr. Perkins moved that Mr. -Blackwood, of the Back River, New Norfolk, be summoned to give 

evidence before the Committee on Friday, at 11 o'clock. 
Question put and passed. 
Mr. Perkins moved that Mr. ·Calder be summoned to give·evidence to-morrow at 11 A.M., and that he 

be requested to bring with him such plans of the Island as will show its settled.and unsettled districts. 
Question put and passed. 
Mr. ·Perkins moved that Mr. Bassett Dickson, of Glen Ayr, Richmond, be summoned for Friday, at 

12 o'clock. 
Question put and passed. 
Mr. Hayes moved that Mr. Wing, of the Old Beach, be summoned for Tuesday, at 11 o'clock. 
Question put and passed. 
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l\'.Tr. Hayes moved that Mr. Pillin~er be summoned for to-morrow, at 12: 
Question put and passed. 
Mr. Perkins moved that the evidence taken before the Immigration Committee last Session be laid · 

before the Committee. Carried. 

Mr. Hayes laid the document (given in AppenJix A.) before the Committee. 

Mr. Horne moved that the following three questions shall constitute the basis of the deliberations and 
investigations of the Committee:-

First. That Agricultural Areas be set apart for the purpose of Immigrants' occupation·. That 
these Areas be withdrawn from public sale and reserved for the above purpose. 

Secontlly. · The description of persons to be considered Immigrants entitled to settle upon such 
Areas. 

Thirdly. The conditions upon which Grants shall be issued for the land so located. 

Question pnt a11d passed. · 

The Committee adjourned at 1 o'clock, 

No. 2. THURSDAY, 3_ AuGusT, 1.865. 

Present.-Mr. Horne, Mr. Sibley, Mr. Rose, Mr. Perkins, Mr. Hayes.· 

:MR.. CALDER called in and examined. 

l. JJfr. H01·ne.-Can you point out any unoccupied Agricultural Lands m the Colony ? I think I 
can. 

2. All leased lands are leased from year to year ? Yes. 

3. Can you furnish a Memorandum of the extent of land in the Colony fit for agricultural purposes 
unoccupied, and in what Districts such Land is situated ? Yes, approximately. 

4. What amount of land is there of this description between Launceston and Cape Portland ? About 
100,000 acres. · 

5. This land lies on or near the proposed line of road to Launceston ? Yes. 
· 6. Is the land heavily timbered ? Yes. There is not much good land in that District not heavily 

timbered. 
7. Can you show the Committee the District on the map? Yes. (Map shown to the Committee.) 

8. Is there between the Tamar antl the North-west Country land fit for cultivation ? Yes, abundance, 
9. In blocks fit for Agricultural Areas ? Yes. 
10. In Devon is there any considerable quantity of land fit for Agricultural purposes? Yes. 

11. How much ? I think I may say, without hazard, about 100,000 acres. 

12. In the County of Wellington is there any quantity of land fit for settlement? Yes. I say so from 
the report of Mr. Wedge. He reported that there were about thre(l quarters of a mi.II ion of acres . 

. il1r. Perlti-ns moved, that the Surveyor-General be requested to furnish the Committee with a detailed 
account of various sections of crown land available for occupation by small farmers for agricultural purposes, 
showing, as nearly as he can, the extent of areas, and wl?ere situated; preference being given to those that are 
contiguous to public roads, and water carriage. Carried. 

13. J.lfr. H01·ne.-Is there any land of the same description in the south~ near to Hobart Town? Y cs, 
within fifteen or twenty miles. 

Mr. Calder then retired. 

MR. PILLING ER called in and examined. 
14. J.lfr. HaytJs,-Do you know of any land unsettled available for cultivation in small bloeks? There 

is land of this kind all through the country to the east of Oatlands. In all I should think about 150,000 
acres. 

15. J.lfr .. Perltins.-Do y'ou know of any land adapted for small farms in this part of the country? 
I do. 

16. What number of acres would you propose to give a small farmer to cultivate? About fifty acres. 

17. 11tb·. Horne.-Is not that rather small? No, I think it would be sufficient. 

18. J.lfr. Pe1·ltins.-What quantity of that land could a farmer bring into cultivation during the first 
year? From ten to thirteen acres, where it is not heavily timbered. 

19. 11:fr. Horne.- What amount of land do you believe there is available for agricultural purposes in 
the east of the Colony? I believe there is a million of acres. 

20. 11:lr. Perhins.-From yonr experience as a farmer what crop would such a farmer put in the first 
year? Any kind of crop. · 

21. To what extent could farmers cultivate the first year, and what would be the value of the produce of 
ten acres for that time, taking wheat at 5s. a bushel? He would cultivate to the extent of about 50 bushels. 
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22. At that rate he would receive fifty pounds for his year's operations, two hundred bushels' at five 
shillings ? Yes. 

23. What would that farmer be capable of doing the second year ? He could bring under cultivation 
about half as much again. : 

24. That wcmld make fifteen acres, returning a gross amount of £75? Yes. 
25. And the third year.? He would have to work up the amount already cultivated. I don't think he 

could rultivate more than twenty acres. The profit would be in proportion. I don't believe that he would 
be able to bring more tlian the 20 acres of the 50 under cultivation. The rest he would devote to other 
purposes, 

26.· Jl,Ir. Perllins.-That 20 acres would be equivalent to 400 bushels? Yes. 
27. That, at 5s. a bushel, would be £100? Yes. 
28. llfr. Horne.-The residue would be made available for his cows, and his· working stock? Yes. 
29. Mr. Perllins.-Whitt amount of capital would be required by such a Settler at starting, supposing 

that he had a wife an.d three children? I think about £50. , 
30. That would not keep him in provisions and purcliase for him his plough, his bullocks, his cow, 

&c. ? It would do all this for him, provided two or three families settled together. 
31. Mr. Horne.-Supposing young men of this Colony started in small farms of thi~ descriptio~? 

They would do very well. They would work together, and assist each other. 'l'he ·£150 would be qmte 
sufficient capital for three Settlers of this class at the outset. 

· 32. Mr. Hayes.-Don't yon believe that, taking these lands on the average, Settlers could realise value 
from the tim her urion their farms? Yes. Whenever they had occa~ion to go into the nearest township they 
woulrl take in a load of timber, and purchase necessaries with what it would fetch. In addition to this, 
Settlers of the class of which you speak would earn money by both shearing and harvesting. 

33. Mr. Horne.- ·what amount do you suppose they would earn in this latter way? From twenty to 
thirty pounds a year. · 

Yes. 
34. lJ!Ir. Perkins.-Do you believe Immigration is desirable in the present condition of the Colony? 

35. Would you encourage the settlement of small farmers on crown lands fit for agricultural areas? 
Yes ; to a limited extent. . . 

36. Would you encourage. an unassisted system of Immigration by giving Free Grants of land .in con­
sideration of the passage-money paid by the Immigrants? Yes. I would lay asicle a million of acres for 
that purpose. 

37. Upon what condition~ ought such Grants to be issued? I think a residence of five years, and the 
payment of the Survey fees;· the latter amounting to not more than a shilling an acre. 
. 38. llfr. Rose.-Would yon offer the same inducements to native youths to settle? I would. I would 
grant such lands on the. same condition to youths from the age of 15, This would prevent their going away. 

39. How far would the land you speak of be away from the main road to Launceston ? From 20 to 30 
miles. ' 

40. Would you give any land beyond the fifty ar.res under any circumstances to these Settlers? Yes. 
If they fulfilled the conditions within five years, I would give them an additional grant of thirty acres. This 
would make in all eighty acres. 

41. Mr. Horne.-Should one of the conditions be to make a road? No. It wonld only embarrass 
them. 

42. Mr. Hayes.-What amount of land should the Immigrant clear before he receives his Title? One­
fourth. 

43. By clearing, you do not mean to remove the whole of the timber? No •. I simply mean to clear it 
in such a way as so render it available for cultivation. 

Mr. Pillinger then withdrew. 
The Committee adjourned at forty minutes past 12. 

No. 3. FRIDAY, AuausT 4, 1865. 

P1·e.~ent-Mr. Horne, Mr. Sibley, Mr. Rose, Mr. Perkins, Mr. Hayes, and Mr. James Lord. 

MR. BLACKWOOD called in and examined. 

44. Mr. Horn.e.-How long have you been in the Colony? About eight years and a half. 
45. Have you been much about the Colony f Yes. About the Rural• Districts. 
46. Mr. Pediins.-How long have you been farming? My family have been farming ever since we 

landed. I myself have been farming at Cambridge about four years . 
. 47. You have a family, then? Yes. 

48. Have you any sons of the ages between 15 and 25 years? ·Yes; three; They came out with me 

• 



not. 

49. 
50. 
51. 

8 
Have they been employed with you on the·farm? Yes. 
Are 1hey disposed to continue farming operations? Yes. 
In the present state of the Colony, do you think you will be able to retain those lads ? I fear 

52. What course would you advise this Committee to 
here either the native-born lads or the immigrant youth 7 

recommend to Pariiament to adopt to retain 
That is. a very· difficult question for me to 

answer. 

53. Do yoµ think if inducements were held out to the youths to remain here in the shape of a free 
grant of lr.nd, they would remain? There are so many differences in reference to grants of land, that it is 
hard for me to answer you. Man is a social animal, and likes to have those he cares for around him. 
When the agricultural area question was being discu.ssed in Parliament last year, several where I live had 
meetings .to consider and discuss the question; and I found then that a good many families were disposed 
to join together and to settle down together, upon the understanding that the Government would first make 
roads, or would open up other means of communication with markets. 

54. When you speak about making roads, I suppose that you mean that if the Government were to 
contribute some assistance, the set.tiers wo1f!d lend their aid to make these roads ? Yes; I think so. 
There were about 12 families who talked the matter over, and they were disposed to settle in that way at that 
time; nor do I think the experiment would s·ucceed very well if tried in any other manner. I mean that 
they were desirous of settling together for the sake of association and co-operation. 

55. Do you think, if Agricultural Areas were reserved and proclaimed for that purpose, small farmers 
would be induced to immigrate to the Colony for the purpose of cultivating them? I don't think· it would 
tempt many to come out here. · 

56. Do you believe that such a system of giving free grants of lands would induce immigrants of the 
class of which I speak? Well, I can scarcely say : it might. When I left home there was a strong 
feeling against the Colony in Scotland on account of its convict character, and against the Government as 
being the Government of a Colony of this description. 

57. 11:fr. Horne.-N ow that transportation has altogether disappeared would not that feeling be 
removed? Well, I would hope so: I think it might. 

58. 1111·. Pe1·ltins.-I should like to ask you again with regard to the young men of the Country, 
whether many would be retained by such offers as we now propose? Yes, a good many. 

59. What quantity of land would you offer to each family,-say a family consisting of four; and what 
to a single young man? Fifty acres for the young man. 

60. For a family of four? I would say 100; for the simple reason that 100 acres well cultivated are 
worth 200 treated negligently. 

61. 1117·. LoriJ..-Is the land of the Colony wel1 adapted for agriculture? Many parts very well. . 
62. llfr. Ho1·ne.-Is the usual style of farming that lias fallen under your obs,ei·vation good or bad?. 

Very bad. 
63. To what cause do you attribute the bad farming? There was a great demand for hay when I 

came to the Colony, for export; and the consequence was, that there was a system of one-cropping, and a 
want of fallowing and manuring,-so that the soil at last became quite exhausted. 

64. Jlfr. Sibley.-Have you observed any want of proper labour? Yes, there has been a great want 
of proper labour. I have had occasion to ride over Cambridge, Richmond, Pitt:water, Carlton, Bream 
Creek; and I observed a general absence of proper labour. · 

65. Jlfr H01·ne.-Do you believe that if a number of immigrants accustomed to agricultural pursuits 
were induced to come to Tasmania, this would supply that proper labour? Certainly. 

66. Jlfr. Hayes.-Before yon left Scotland, if it had been generally known there that yourself and your. 
two eldest sons could have got a grant of 50 acres·each, wouldn't you have come with a better heart and with 
a determination to employ yourself in cultivating the land? Well, there have been so many deceived who 
have left their homes in this way, and some of their grants have turned out so unsatisfactory, tbat I hardly 
think so. I have my fears about it. I don't believe it would induce the proper class .. 

67. Jl:lr. Sible_y.-Do you believe such a system would bring any from the neighbouring Colonies? I 
have not sufficient experience to say. 

68. Jlfr. Lord.-What kind of labour would you desire to bring here? The hardy yeoman class of 
England and Scotland. 

Mr. Blackwood then retired. 
The Committee decided to summon the Honorable Mr. Abbott for 11 o'clock on Tuesday, 8th instant, 

and Mt. Bassett Dickson for 12 o'clock on the same day. 
The Committee then adjourned. · 

.. 



No. 4. TUESDAY, AUGUST 8, 1865. 

Present,-:7Mr. Horne. Mr. Sibley, Mr. Rose, Mr. Hayes. 

Th~ Honorable MR. ABBOTT examined. 
69. Mr. Horne.-What is your opinion with respect to Immigration as connected.with 'Free Grants? 

I have placed on record my opinion on this subject in a general way; which. I no,w pr.oquce •. _The ,paper is 
signed by myself, Mr. Perkins, Mr. Murray, Mr. Rose, and Mr. Hodg~on. In presenting _this paper t_he 
Committee will observe from its contents that I deal only with principles, and not with details. · · ·· 

The following paper was put.in :and·read :-,-· 

ROUGH Outline ef a Proposal to give away small Tracts ef Land in Tasmania to promgte the .Im'f!ligration. ,ef _tJu1 
Industrial Glasses from the Mother Country and Germany. · · · 

Soilrn years since, when examined,as a·~vitness before·a-Select Committee on the Waste Lands'.ofthe Colony, I 
advocated the giving away the lands in small tracts: to encourage Immigration. I also was of opinion, that i·emission 
in the purchase money of lands should be made .to Officers in:the Army, Navy, and late Comp;tny's Service, .as in 
times past. On referring. to the papers in the Assembly, the pamphlet that I produced as to the system adopted in 
Queensland cannot be found, so that I a:in unable to refer to particulars; but it is sufficient for me to -observe, that 
this mode of encouragement of. Immigration has added greatly to the growth of that Colony, and tended more 

. to develope its industrial resources than ,any other. means that could be devised. The late accounts froµi Brisbane 
-announce the arrival of the· Commodore Perry of 5Q00 tons, with 620 souls, consisting of paying, assjsted, and free 
Immigrants ; and this makes the 52nd vessel which has arrived there under similar circumstances since the L_and 
Reg-ulations have been carried out m England, under the exertions of Mr. Jordan, a gentleman who seems emi­
nently calculated for the post entrusted to him. My opinion remains unchan11:~d as to the benefits.to be ~erived from 
free immigration ; and I am inclined to think. that many Mem hers of the Legislature hold similar views. -Tasmania 
has not perhaps the advantages of site to offer to the English and German peasantry, but we can tell them that we 
po~sess a. climate which is unequalled in the Australias. The advent of a large nnmber of the industrial classes just 

-now would, in my opinion, partially resuscitate the Colony, promote trade and commerce, assist and benefit alike 
the Merchant and Shopkeeper, and cause an impulse to every class in thA community. What an impetus to labour . 
and to society generally would not the arrival of a few ships monthly at the Ports of Hobart Town and Launceston 
create! At present there is a sad stagnation pervading everywhere. · 

· How many h_undreds ·there are here who would write to their relatives and frie_pds and advise their advent -to 
· this Colony under inducement. Every Immigrant arriving would bring some small means, which in the aggregate 
-would amount to a large sum that would fructify and brnefit the general good: The want of labpur is now much 
felt in the Country .Districts, and this desideratum would be supplied by the arrival of Immigrants; for all such 
persons would not necessarily go on the land, many would take temporary employ. Assisted Immigration,_ as far as 
this Colony is concerned, has been a failure."' We have spent about £400,000 in Immigration,-thfl debt of the Colony,­
and it has done us no possible good. If this amount had been saved, and the land given away conditionally, what a 
different state.should we now be in. There can -be no question that if this large !!mount had been. disbursed.in useful 
Reproductive Works, the situation of the Colony would not be so stagnant as it is at present. A subject for 
discussion might possibly arise, that to givA away thr lands 1,ow would be to the injury of the· public creditort, and 
that the proposal would be unjust to those that have purchased. 

On that subject I would observe, that the present idea would only embrace the granting of small lots to Immi­
_grants for ~ sp.,cial purp~se; that the past?ral lands would still be sold cir !ease.d. But . if there was an_y_ point in 
sucli an obJect10n, by parity of reasonmg 1t would equally apply to a reduct10n m the pnce of. the public domain 
from 20s. to 5s., which has already been done. I would limit the scheme to a period of tltree years to test its effects. 
Now comes the consideration, how can this plan be carried out? In this paper, hastily penned, I propose to deal 
with principles, and not details. I would have the Surveyor-General instructed to mark off, in various parts of 
the· Colony where suitable, "Agricultural Areas for Immigrants," lithographic plans of which could be furnished 
the Agent in England for circulation there and in Germany. The Jot of land to be given each Immigrant to be a 
subject for after consideration, as well as the condition on which it should be given. A mode something similar to 
the location of the Pensio!lers' Allotments might be adopted. Connected with this subject is a question, whether or 
not it would be prudent to make Tasma11-'s Peninsulr,, ava,ilable for ,Ag1:icultural_Areas, and tt!low .the Pastoral Lands 
in that locality to be sold. This. would necessitate the removal of the Convicts to Maria Island, or some other safe 
place in the Straits. If this were done, fis~ing depots. would be formed at Port Arthur, whi~h would afford auxiliary 
food, not only for· ourselves, but the entire Austrahas, and give employ to many Coloma] craft and hundreds of 
fishermen. 

I ·further advocate, that remission orders be allowed to Officers in the Army and Navy. How many there are 
who would avail themselves of this indulgence,-especially those of the lndian.Service,-who cannot take advantao-e 
of the liberality of the Queensla11d Regulations owiIJ.g .to the arid nature of.the climate! ,There is another subje~t 
·that I have often thought of that is deserving of consideration. Parliament has abolished pensions to officers of the 
Civil Service. Now, would it not be a graceful act on the part of the Colony to offer remissions in the purchase of the 
public lands for length of service to per~ons holding office, whether responsible or otherwise, under defined 
regulations? In the adjoining Colonies officials, both responsible and those whor,e tenure is during pleasure, enjoy 
higher salaries and receive pensious; and this circumstance works an injury, in my opinion, to our Civil Service. 
The abolition of pensions was a policy of expediency-an innovation of Americanism-for all Monarchical Govern­
_ments thus requite the services of their servants. 1 think it wonld be well if .the Colony were to encourage. by 
remissio11 orders in land, the importation of animals of any kind that would eventually lead to an export....:.s_uch as 
the South American alpaca, and the Thibet goat. ·The proposition herein-before propounded will involve, if 
·acted on, the necessity of two. Emigration Agents,-one here arid one in England,-men of energetic habits and 
unmistakable industry.t · 

EDWARD ABBOTT. 
Bellerive, 6 June, 1865. 

,. Since 1855, £186,600 has been raised under the Tmmig,ation.Commissioners Act .. _ Of this sum during 1856, £100,000 was· 
paid to the Treasury for expenses of I mmigr·ation of previous year·ij, The Commissioners have since spent £86,000, leavin"' 
£14,000' available. " 

t Land is being sold in Queensland in large quantities simultaneously with its gift to Immigrants. 
t There are at present thirteen millions of acres of unlocated lands in Tasmania. 
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MEMO. 

The quantity of land unlocated is· about i2 or 13 millions of acres,-is it not? 
EDWARD ABBOTT, M.L.C., 

J.E. CALDER, Esq., Surveyor-General. 
Bellerive, 12 July, 1865. 

A little over 13,000,000.-J. E. CALDER. 

The Honorable E. AnBOTT. 

I approve of the land being given away in smaU sections for agricultural purposes. 
JOHN PERKINS. 

Hobart Town, 8 June, 1865. 

- I agree with Mr. Perkins. I think Mr. Abbott's ideas are admirable ; and believe that there is plenty of 
unoccupied Crown Land in the Ringarooma Countrv of the finest quality, well suited for small settlements. All that 
it requires is a road, which I trust the ensuing Parliament will give. 

D'ARCY W. L. MURRAY. 
15 June, 1865. 

I approve of grants of land being given to Emigrants on the following conilitions :-A Location Order for 30 
acres, the owner to remain in the Colony for the term of three years before he can obtain a grant; for 50 acres, four 
years in the Colony. 

ALEXR. ROSE. 
10 July, 1865. 

I approve of the principfo embodied in your Scheme, and should be glad to see an increase of our population. 

17 July, 1865, W. HODGSON. 

Mr. Abbott also desired to express an opinion as connected with the question of Immigration up<m the 
subject of the Reproductive Works now under the consideration of Parliament. 

Permission having been conceded, Mr. Abbott proceeded to say-" I much fear that that large and 
liberal measure will fail to do good eventually to the country unless it is coupled with Free Immio-ration. 
I fear, after the expenditure of this_ money, in a few years, unless population is introduced into the c~untry, 
that it will have a very injurious effect on the community generally, and that a reaction will take place." 

70. 11:fr. H01·ne.-Are you aware that there is a general desire among the youth of this Colony to 
leave it and seek employment elsewhere? I could not answer that qu,estion. 

71. Is there, or is there not, to your knowledge an exodus of many of the native youth? There has 
been, and is now. 

72. Are you of opinion that that exodus would be stopped or mitigated if free grants of land were 
offered to those who desire to leave the Colony? Of course it would ; for I only propose that these grants 
should be given on the condition of settlement. 

73. M1·. Sibley.-Do you not believe that five years residence would be a better period as the condition 
of residence. on which the grants should be issued than three years? I am not disposed to go into details. 

'l'he H onoi·able Mr. Abbott then retired. 

MR. WING called in and examined. 
74. M1·. Horne.-Your name, Sir, if you please? Charles Henry Wing. 

75. Where do you reside? At the Old Beach. 

76. 1lfr. Hayes,-You availed yourself of the new Regulations some years back under "The Waste 
Lands Act?" Yes, ofthe Regulations of "'.l.'he Unsettled Waste Lands Act, 1858." 
. 77. Can you giv_e us an idea of the conditions you had to comply with? The agreement is this: The 
applicant is to satisfy the Commissioner of Crown Lands that he has as many pounds sterling as the number 
of acres he applies for, up to six hundred and forty acres,-fifty is the minimum, six hundred and forty the 
maximum; there must be personal residence for five years; he must clear five acres in each fifty of the 
land so applied for within the five years, or he must erect buildings and machinery to the value of £250 for 
each fifty acres. Mine, for instance, was a grant of four hundred acres. Before • I received a free grant I 
must, if I had pe1formed either of these conditions, have laid out £2000. I should have mentioned that it 
,rns necessary to fence the land. 

78. Did you know of any other person who applied for land under these regulations? My father 
applied for two hundred acres; and Moriarty, and a man commonly called" Blind Jack," for 50 acres. 

79. Are any of those persons remaining now on their allotments ? No; they have abandoned their 
allotments. 

80. Will you give your reasons for leaving? 
I had, after nearly three years' occupation. 

A more than usually high flood swept away everything 

81. Mr. Hayes.-I suppose you had land given yo_u on the same river, and you were bound neither to · 
fence it nor to fell the trees. Could you put under cultivation one-fourth in five years ? An energetic 
man could. I believe I could have done so myself. 

82. What is the quality of the land on the west bank of the Florentine? It. varies very mnch ; thel'e 
is an immense quantity of very excellent land. . 
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. 83. What is the quality of land on this -side of the Florenti11e? Si_milar to that on the west. A great 

deal of it is of very excellent quality. 

84. That is not available under these Regulations ? It is not. 

~5. Have you bee~ i~ any-other part of the country wher~ there ·are crown la?ds unoccupied? I have 
been m the unsettled D1strwts ; I have been up the Gordon R1vi>r very nearly to its ~onrce from the Great 
Bend; and also from the Great Bend down to the Denison Plains. 

86, What is the general quality of that land? Very poor. , 

87. J.lfr. Horne.-Is there any pasture on 'the· Denison Plains? Yes; but very rough. 

88. Do you know its nature ? It consists generally of what is called button-grass. 

89. That land you say is very poor? There are rich spots in it, but it is generally very poor. 

. 90 . .. M~ Ifayes.-Do you beli!)ve tha! a~ lmmigra~t could s:ttle on the land on _which you were residing 
and make a hvmg? I should have no hesitation myself m returmng to these lands, 1f I had the means. 

91. What distance is it to the nearest occupied Township ? 30 or 31 miles. That Township is 
Hamilton. . ' 

92. Mr. !].orne.-1~ there or i_s there not to your_kno~vledg~ an emigration of the youth of this Colony 
to other Colomes? I believe there 1s, a very great em1grat10n; m fact, I may say that I know it of my 
own knowledge. · 

93. Do you believe that a system of giving Free Grants of land would prevent that emigration? I 
scarcely believe it would. · · . . , 

94, For what reason? I believe for this reason, that ~hat available land there is in the Colony is so 
far back that there is a prejudice against settling on it. 

. 95. Do you know this available land you allude to as being so far back from your own observation ? 
I know the land as far as I could view it for the dense scrub; Lam speaking _of the Florentfoe cowitry only. 

96. Do you know the country to the eastward? No, not ·at all. I must be understood to speak of the 
country _eastward of the Main Line of road between Hobart Town and Launceston. , 

97. Do you know of any available land on the east side of the Florentine? I can't say I do, without 
going far into the bush._ 

93. Do you know the Arthur Ranges? No, I have not been so far back. 

99. The land you have been speaking of is near Hamilton? Yes; past Hamilton. 

100. Have you long been residing there? About three years, 

101. Is not most of the land you-have been describing taken up? No; none taken up. 

Mr. Wing then 1·etired. 

MR. BASSETT DICKSON called in and examined. 

102. Mr. Horne.-You have been a resident in the Colony for ·many years? Since Feb~uary, 1830. 
Mr. Bassett Dickson here stated that he had embodied his views on Immigration in the following paper, 
which was read:-

MEMO. 

Thrre are large tracts of land in Tasmania heavilv timbered, the soil of which is very fertile and capable of 
supporting many thousands of human beings, but which under the present Land RPgulations are lying unoccupied 
and waste, and.which are at present but a useless wilderness. If the Land llegulations were altered and improved 
so as to hold out sufficient inducements to lrrimiyrants imd othPrs to settle on these lands, the Colony would be 
benefited b_v the presence of such settlers, our exports would necessarily be increa_sP-d by the fruits of their labours, 
the public Revenue would be improved in consequence of' the dutiable articles they would consume, our taxation 
would press less heavily in consequence of the wider field over which it would bP. spread, and the Colony generally 
receive an impetus in the right direction, by which all the Colonists would be great-ly benefited. · . 

It is objected that the lands to which I allude are remotely situated and inaccessible for want of roads, &c. I 
rPply, not so. For instance, the Florentine Valley has an excellent metalled road light through it, its only fault being 
that it is rather too narrow, yet I could with perfect safety drive my carriagi:; over it. The soil of the valley is of 
the most fertile description. The timber, consisting as it does of rna,!,nificent myrtles of large dimensions, celery­
topped 1>ine, and other very beautiful and most valuable wood, could doubtless be turned to profitable account if 
owned by an energutic, i_ndustrious, and intelligent class of people; and I may further add, that if the Florentine 
Valley wr.re thus inhabited, the facilities for developing the mineral riches which doubtless exist to the westward in 
the neighbourhood of the Frenchman's Cap, awl the ran~e of mountains running north and south therefrom, would be 
very greatly increased. It is also well known that an excellent quality of black marble beautifully streaked with 
white can b_e found in abundance in the Florentine Valley : and if a large population existed tltere, this marble might 
be worked and polished and exported to Melbourne, ~y<lney, Adelaide, a111l perhaps ultimately India and China. 
But if this be deemed too ambitious a dream, still the natural fertility of the .soil. .i-s such that a large quantity of 
agricultural and dairy produce would soon be raised if a sufficiently large population were induced to occupy the 
land. Now, in my"opinion, this can be done only by giving free grants of Jami of from 50 to 200 acres to ench bona 
fide settler with a family, no matter whether such settler came from Europe, America, or the Australian 
Colonies, only let them be of the Caucasian race. Single men might get 25 acres, to be doubled when married. But 
these are mere details easily arranged if the original idea be approved. 

There are also similar large tracts of heavily timbered land at Port E,perance, South B,.uni, and in different 
localities round the coast accessible by water; but the Florentine Valley has several advantages which :t would take 
too long to enumerate, · 
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, As· a people the. Germans, from Northern Prussia especially-, make good settlers. I know mariy even in 

Tasmania who are decidedly an acquisition, being sober, industrious, persevering, and consequently prosperous. 
Adelaide also bears witness to the benefits derived from an influx of respectable German Emigrants,-not the sweep­
ings of Dantzig, Har...1burg, or other large cities,-but residents of the rural districts, among whom, I am informed, 
there is no disinclination whatever to emigrate. · 

In.proportion -to the capital the Immigrants may bring the free grants migM be increased in size; but labour is 
-capital, aud therefore a small griint might be offered even to those whose only capital is the labour of their hands 
and the workings of their minds. 

At present we are_ actine- like "the dog in the manger,"-e.:we neither use the land ourselves nor permit others to 
own it, unless thr.y pay a pnce for it far beyond its present value. 

It is said by some that giving free grants would lessen the value of the Debentures secured on the Land Fund. 
Ilut I deny that this would follow. But even if it did, then give the holders of such the option of taking those on the 
General Revenue. And as the General Revenue would doubtless be increased, consequently the security would be 
improved; therefore no holder would object to the change. It has also been said that the land is mortgaged to the 
holders, and therefore ought not be given away; but surely the public lands are not mortgaged because the Govern­
ment retain the power of selling the lands, which no mortgagor would permit, consequently it cannot be 
admitted that the public lands are under mortgage. 

It is al~o a"wP.11 known fact that a large num her of the youth of the Colony leave it to seek their- fortunes else­
where in the neighbou1·ing Colonies. This might to a great extent be prevented by offering sufficient inducements 
for them to remain, by giving them as well as Immigrants free grants. 

103. Mr. Perkins.-Suppose we give a man 50 acres of land~ what capital ·wiil he require before he 
receives any return? I regard labour as capital: I think he would require very little money. 

104. Do yo11 believe it would be advantageous to have such a system worked by means of small com­
munities settling together? By communities, decidedly. Isolated persons have no chance of success. 
Take Mr. Wing's case~ for instance. I predicted the result; and my prediction proved correct, I con­
sequently advocate the-principle of giving gr:mts of land in proportion to'the capital the Immigrants may 
have, in __ order that there may be all classes of Immigrants, from the man of capital to the mere labourer. 

105. In your opinion, how many acres are available for agriculture in the Florentine Valley? That 
could be easily ascertained from the Surveyor-General; but I believe at least 20,000 acres. 

106. You know of your own knowledge that there are other localities suitable for· agricultural areas? 
Yes, I do, in. many parts of the Colony. 

Mr. Dickson then withdrew. 

Mr. Perkins moved that Mr. Laid and Mr. Marwedel be summoned for to-ri:IOrrow a:t 11. Carried. 

The Committee theri adjourned. 

No. 5. WEDNESDAY, 8 AuGusT, 1865. 

Present.-Mr. Horne, Mr. Sibley, Mr. Rose, Mr. ~erkins, Mr. Hayes. 

MR. LAID called in and examined. 

107. J.lb·. Horne.-What is your name, Sir? William,Laid. 
108. Wh.ere are you living? At Cullenswood, just beyond Fingal. 
109. How long have you been living there? At Cullenswood and Fingal combined about five year,. 
ll0. Have you any relatives with you there? Two brothers. 
lll. Are you occupied in farming? I have both a small sheep-run and a farm. 

· 112. Is there any land there fit for cultivation? Not in the neighbourhood; but at George's River 
there are con~iderable quantities: I visited that locality some years back with Mr. Steele to select some land •. 

113. Was the land there worth £1 an acre? Yes; but there was no available labour. 

114. What do you think it would cost per acre to clea1· that land? I can only say what has been done. 
About fourteen miles· from George's River I know that a man, with a single hand to help him, cleared from 
thirty to forty acres in three years, ringing the larger trees, and cutting down and burning off the smaller ones. 

115. Are you aware whether the youth of this Colony are leaving it? I know they have been leaving 
it for some time past. _ · 

l 16. Are you of opinion that a system of giving them small free g1;ants would stop their exodus? It 
would not only stop their exodus, but induce others to come out. • 

117. What extent of land did the person you allude to possess ? About one hundred acres: but then 
he is a thoroughly industrious young man, always busy about his farm. 

ll8. Is he married 7 Yes. 
119. Has he a good log-hut? Yes; he built it himself .. , 
120. Such a grant as that of which I have been speaking should be about.50 or 60 acres, should it 

not? Yes. Tliat. would be quite sufficient for a labouring man. From 40 to 50 acres woul<l, in my 
opinion, be quite sufficient, so long as it was tolerable agricultural land. Of course it will happen where 
there are 30 acres or so of rich land there. will be adjacent perhaps 100 acres of comparatively worthless 
land. That, I think, ought to be thrown in, as it could be of no value to any one else, and would be of con­
siderable use to the 8ettler. 
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121. Are you of opinion that Free Grants of land-of such an extent as you ·have named would induce a 

farming population to come to this Colony?. That would depend, in my opinion, on the manner in which 
those i.llducements were matle known to them. · 

122. Will you explain .further what you mean? If these inducements were announced to them by 
mere advertisements in a newspaper, I don't think that it wouJd be sufficient to tempt the right class of 
Immigrants; By the right-class, I mean the agricultural class, 

123. In what way, then, would· you publish those inducements? I think that a person thorougl1ly · 
acquainted with the Colony, and able to explain to them all its ups-and-downs, should be sent home. They 
are rather sceptical-this agricultural class, and they would have no leisure to seek information for them;. 
selves. That information must be brought to their own homes by a travelling Agent, who should explain 
what was their true position, and what their prospects would be. There is a certain independence for a 
working man here, if he only retains the habits he knows to be essential at home; namely,. those of 
economy, sobriety, and industry. . 

124. Would it be desirable that neighbours and farmers should settle together, so that they should not feel 
themselves altogether in a sti·ange land ? Yes, undoubtedly~ I could cite an instance that occurred some years 
back in proof of the value of co-operation. Some neighbours, myself amongst them, at Falmouth, three or' 
four years since, under the direction of a man named prain acting as a guide, intended to locate themselves 
together, but an application was made to the Government. that this person Drairi should receive a grant of 
100 acres for his services. All the rest would have been ful'chased. An answer was returned that no free 
grant could be issued. The cm;isequence was, _that the whole thing fell to the ground. There has been no 
settlement. Drain left tlie Colony, carrying his family with him to Port Albert. My brother, another of 
the party, went to New Zealand. A young man named Nisbett, also a member of the party, went to New 
Zealand, and is now in Victoria. HP- returned some few months since to see if anything had been done in 
reference to this land; and finding that nothing had been done, returned to Victoria. The chief difficulty 
in all these cases is to get the pioneer. · 

· . 125. Mr. Perliins.-,-ln connection with the questions that have been already put to you, whether, when 
you r(lferred to the farming population· at home, were you speaking of ·men who would require assistance to 
come out, or of men who could pay for their own passage? I believe tltey would require to have their 
passage paid. The Englishman clings to his home; and if he has 10 or 12 acres from which he can get a 
comfortable living he is not easily induced to leave that home. 
· 126. Taking another view _of this question, I would ask you, if such inducements were held out to the 

small farmer,-a man, for instancP-, farming from 30 to 40 acres,----:whether he would pay his own passage on 
condition of receiving a grant of land when he arrived here? No ; I don't helieve he, would come out. 
A man farming 30 or 40 acres is, to a ·cerfain extent, an independent man; he is surrounded by every com­
fort, he obtains his living without any irksome toil, his work is regular, and his returns are almost certain. 

127. Don't you think that every Englishman is ambitious to possess his own·freehold? True, he is. 
128. Can the small farmers at the present day anticipate anything of that kind in the Mother· 

Qountry ? They don't require it. It is to their advantage, in many cases, to be tenants. 
129. Mr. Horne.-If, in addition to the grant of 50 acres given to 9im in this way, a grant of 30 

acres were to be given io (say) t~o of his· sons, would not that constitute a sufficient inducement ? It would 
depend very much upon the quality of the land. 

130. A1·e you acquainted with the country round Falmouth? Yes. 
131. Is that part adapted to agricultural purposes ?' S'uch land as is adapted is at present in possession 

of Mr. Steele, who some years back, when he came into possession of the property, cut it up into small 
blocks of 20 to 30 acres, and let it to the Scotch, English, and German Immigrants. This was about nine 
or ten years ago. These pers·ons remained for the time of their leases, and did very well; but when their leases· 
expired Mr. Steele would not renew them; and, accordingly, some left the Colony, while others again 
remained in the neighbourhood of Cullenswood. The land itself was converted into pasture land. 

132. Are there any small farmers near Cullenswood? Yes, one or two are now occupying land in 
the neighbourhood of St. Patrick's Head ; but it is so worthless that they must throw it up. Such: is. the 
desire of working men to possess a small plot of land of their own, that they have selected these lands in 
order that they' might be near a township where they might obtain work in the meanwhile. 

133. You think that it ought to be represented: to these Immigrants that they would get empl~yment 
during harvest and sh~aring time? Yes; they would, of course, get employment then. . 

134. J.lfr. Perkins.-Are not the farmers in that. neighbourhood largely engaged in dairy opera-
tions? Yes. . 

135. Can you give anything like an estimate of the value of the export of dairy produce from that 
neighbou.rhood? I have not made an estimate ·lately; but two years back I made an esLimate that there 
were about 35 to 40 tons c,f butter, 20 to 25 tons of cheese, and about 5 or 6 tons of bacon. The cheese has 
increased this last year; nearly 50 tons.of cheese have been produced, but there ha, been a smaller amount of 
butter. 

136. You believe the export tl'ade then might be considerably increased? Yes; in the ·neighbourhood 
of George's River : it is adap_ted for such purposes. 

137. I believe it is generally admitted that the qua1ity of dairy produce from that locality is equal or 
superior to that from any other part of the Colony? I believe it is : · I have seen no· dairy produce· equal to 
it coming from any other part. 

138. Mr. Rose.-Have you visited the Ringarooma District? No; I propose to visit that District. 
I have heard a great deal about it. 

• 



• 

14 
. 139, Have you been to the Nortl1-west Coast? Yes; about 18 mc:inths ago. There is a conside1uOle 

extent of agricultural land there well adapted for wheat growing •. 
140. What is the drawback to settling upon it? I went to purchase a 50-acre block of laud for my 

brother, but the land is too dear-a pound an acre. Then, in additiun, there _would be the difficulty of getting 
the produce to market. . These lands are not occupied yet. The expense of clearing them would be about 
£4 10s. an acre. When I speak of clearing, I mean cutting away the brushwood, ringing the trees, and 
burning the scrub. · • 

141. What do you think of the qualities of the soil? Well adapted for agriculture, very rich, and of a 
chocolate colour. 

142. Were there any settlers there? At Table Cape all tlie land visible as you enter the settlement is 
cleared, even to the tops of the hills. They are all small settlers there, I believe. 

143: What time of year was it when you were there? In February. 
144. You could then see what kind of crops they had? Very good indeed: we were all quite pleased 

with them. One field of wheat we saw was 8 feet high in the first crop ; the heads were enormous ; the 
oats stood 7 feet high. 

145. Did you hear what. were the average crops? I entered into conversation with the settlers, and 
I observed the crops all the way. The crops wer~ uniformly good from Deloraine to the Mersey, and from 
the Mersey to Table Cape, There is very little laihl from Deloraine to the Mersey, however, under tillage·: 
it is in private hands. · 

146. 1/!Ir. Hayes.-Suppose a small farmer in England should fail, would not a grant of Janel in Tasmania 
be sufficient to iuduce him to come out? .Many of that class might avail themselves of it; but they don't 
believe the placards and post(•rs of an agent in the towns. 

The Witnes;, he1·e desired to make the following ~tatement :-" There exists great difficulty in getting 
labour. In our own case we have had no regular pluughmen all the season : we anticipate throwing up 
the farm on that account, and going down to New Zealand." 

'l'he Witness then withdrew. 

MR. MARWEDEL called in and examined. 

147. Youl" name is Emst Marwedel? Yes. 
148. From what part of Germany do you come? The Kingdom of Hanover. 
1_49. You were examined last year on this subject? Yes ; in July, 1864. 

150. Do you adhere to the evidence you gave then? Yes, with the excC:'ption of the latter part stating 
· that the German farmers ·commenced work at 2 o'clock in the morning. I never said that ; it is absurd. 

[ Evidence lwre read over, and put ·in.] 

MR. ,ERNST MARWEDEL examined (July, 1864). 
"By JJ{r. Perkins.-! am a· merchant in Hobart Town. About eight years ago I called upon Mr. Sprcnt, the 

Surveyor-General at that time, suggesting that German Immigrants might be got up by ofl:i•ring them, for the 
passage money they paid themselves, an equivalent in land, in such a locality to enable them to cultivate partly 
their own luncJ, and by obtaining employment from other sources. I gave the Surveyor-General a 1iroper JJlan at 
that time. I am still of opinion 1hat the small farmers in Germany would be induced to emigrate to thi,; Colony, 
provided an offer was made that they should, in consideration of defraying their own p11ssage,;receivc a grant of so 
ma11y acres of land adapted for agricultural purposes,-such grants to be issued in the course of five years on 
certain conditions to be hereafter named. · 

'' I consider that not less than fifty acres would satisfy them, taking the avernge:'ilnmbcr of each family to be 
five. I would advise that, in the event of this offer being acceptable, the emigrants on their arrival should be 
h>cated in communities. I believe the German farmers robe sober and industrious, and a hard working- people. In 
their own country they have to commence work at two o'clock in the morning-, whereas here they would only have to 
get up at ~ix or _seven to go to work." 

151. Doyou think that inducements of 50 acres for a man, and 30 adrlitional for a son of 16, would 
bring German agricultural Immigrants out? I do, if certain gna1antecs were oflered by the Colony; and 
the permission of the Gci-man authorities could be obtained to p11blish those inducements. 

158. What guarant<'es do you allude .to? I speak of the appointment of an accredited agent in Ger­
many, who could prove that certain good land was ready fur the reception of the Immigrants. In that case I 
believe the plan would be received very favourably. They would pay their own pas~age out. Tlwy are 
small freeholders, and could sell their land to defray their expenses to get to a country where they could have 
land cheap, as they do now when emigrating to America, or the Brazils, &c, I desire to suggest that it 
would be better fu1· me to write down my views on the subject. I have studied the question a good deal;. 
and I will then, if the Commit.tee desire it, appear before the Committee again, so that tlwy can examine me 
upon my suggestions if they please. 

Mr. Marwedel withd1·ew, 

The Committee decided to summon Mr. Marwedel for Ii o'clock to-morrow, 
'.f)}e Committee the~ adjourned, 
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No. 6. THURSDAY, AuausT 10, 1865. 

Present.-Mr. Home in the Chair, Mr. Sibley, Mr, Rose, Mr. Hayes. 

MR. MAR WEDEL called ·in and examined. 

Mr. Marwedel. handed in the following letter, which was read: -
Hobart Town, 9th August, 1865. 

Srn, 
IN addressing you on this subject I will at once state that I always thought a population of small farmers was 

essential to the welfare or the Colony at large; and during the last 10 years I have endeavoured to convince our 
legislators that my plan is a useful one, and must be adopted sooner or later. 

As long-as this Colony is compelled to import grain and meat it is impossible to go ahead; but if we have a 
population of producers, and we are again in the position of exporting and supplying the increasing wants of the 
·n.eighbouring Colonies, we may even attain the same prosperous position as South Australia. 

The success of my countrymen in'that Colony was sufficient proof o~ their being g-ood ~olonists; and this induced 
our Government, 11 years ago, to make an attempt to get German Immigrants. A firm rn Sydney was authorised 
to make the necessary arrangements, and they ~ent a man for that purpose to Germany; but this man, without any 
moral stap.ding, had only one desire, viz., to get 3 ship-loads of human beings in the shortest possible time: and it 
is only natural that communities found it a very easy way of getting rid of their paupers, and instead of a farming 
population, we had, in the year 1855, an influx of inferior mechanics, idlers, cripples, and such as were a burden to 
their friends at home; and everybody almo,t knows that the majority of them were a burden to this C'>lony as well; 
and, fortunately, most of these have left again.· There were, of course, some exceptions, and if the Country Magis­
trates and the Savings' Banks were asked to give an opinion, you would hear that they were _industrious and saved 
money. Most left with their earnings for the neighboring Colonies, where land might, be more easily obtained: few 
have remained, and are a credit to the District. 

I do not wish to praise my countrymen, but I believe no other nation is better adapted for colonization; for the 
German peasant's glorious idea is, to bave sufficient land for himself and his family, and he is prepared_ to undergo 
any amount of hardship and privation to carry this out. 

The difficulty of clearing can be overcome by labour and time. The soil surely_ is on an averaize here as good 
as in Germany; and when I maintain that farming hitherto has been carried on by men who understand nothing 

· about it, I believe that men who understand it, who will do it in a systematic manner, who do not complain about the 
want of labour, because they do everything themselves, and who grow most of their nPcessaries on their own land, 
such men are quite satisfied if they get double the price for their produce they were accustomed 10 get at home. _ 

The German peasant is not a tenant bnt a SI!lall freeholder; he bas from 2 to 10 acres of his own; he cannot 
enlarge his property by purchase, and when his children are grown up they have to go abroad to seek for a living ; 
and that is the reason why German peasants sell their freehold and go to a foreign land where land is ea~ily accessible, 
and where the family can live together in unity: · 

This class of Germans I have in view. And these people, instead of going to America, the Brazils, the 
West Coast of America, &c., might be induced to emigrate to Tasmania, if sufficient' advantages were offered to 
compensate for the larger amount of passage-money which they had to pay to bring them to this Island. 

During the last few years unscrupulous Agents have been employed in Germany to induce people to emigrate 
to Russia, the Brazils, &c., promising free grants of land and government assistance, while they were deceived and 
thrown into misery, and the Governments of the different States are consequently very watchful; and an Agent 
authorised by Tasmania to carry out any emigration to this Island ought to be a man of undoubted respectability, 
.and should be provided with such proofs of the sincerity of the Colony that he might rather expect support than 
impediments on _the part of the German Authorities. 

I believe an A gent for this purpose would only be required to induce the first 100 to, come. If these are once 
here and prosper, there is no fear that the second 11'0 comes without invitation; for it is a_well-known :!'act that large 
families will unite to send one family first, who will report and remit money home to enable the remainder to follow. 

It is also well known that the female portion of these Immigrants would go to service; and if their e~rnings go 
towards the support of the male portion, who clear the land and build a homestead, it is evident that such people 
must be·a good acquisition in every respect. _ 

I now submit to you my views how such 'Immigration might be successfully carried out; and although I shall 
leave this Colouy very shortly to settle in Queensland, I beg, in conclusion, to say, that if my advice or my influence. 
in Germany should ever be of any use, the Colony in which I have lived 12 years may at any time call upon me 
and I shall be at your service. 

I have the honor to be, 
. Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 
ERNST MA RWEDEL .. 

The Chairman ef the Select Committee on Immigration, 
· House ef Assembly. 

Mr. Marwedel then handed in the following Plan to establish a German Colony in Tasmania, which 
was also read:- . _ _ 

I. Government to proclaim a block of land of (say) 4000 acres, to be reserved for the. purpose of in?ucing· 
G-erman peasants to come out to Tasmania at thrir own expense, ancl to obtain for such passage-money an eqmvalent 
of land under certain conditions. The Surveyor-General's Report should be obtained that such land is adapted for 
the purpose. 

2. The management of this' Reserve to be vested in Commissioners. 
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3. One-third of the area to .. Qe set apart for grazing and wood cutting. 

4. Two-thirds to be surveyed and subdivided into 50-acre allotments, the same to be numbered consecutively 
1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and so on. 

5. Every Male Immigrant of the age of 20 who arrives in this Colony at his own expense shall be entitled to 
one of these 50-acre allotments numbered 1, 3, 5, 7, 9, by drawing lots. 

6 .. The even numbers of the- ~llotments 2; 4, 6, 8, 10, shall be reserved for 5 years 'after the arrival of the first 
lot -of Immigrants. . 

. . . 
7. To give the industrious man a chance to increase his allotment, he shall be at liberty at the end of these 5 

ears to become the purchaser of the allotment next to his own at the rate of£ 1 per acre, under the credit system. 

8. If he relinquishes his pre-emptive right, Governm~nt §haU then ha~e the power to _ offer the allotment by 
public auction. · . · 

9. 'l'he grant of the land shall be given to the occupant.when the land has been actually occupied 5 years, and 
when 10 acres have been cultivated. · 

_ 10. As it is riot probable that Immigrants arrive with c_ash in hand, and, to enable the newly arrived to comm~nce 
at.once the cultivation anrl the building of·a homestead, Government undertakes to employ, during the first year, 

. such as are desirous .and in want of employment in making the necessary roads through the Settlement, and from 
there either to the main road or to a shipping-place, for three days in the week, either by day work- or by contract, 
Government taking every precaution that fair value is given for money thus expended. 

" . 

l 1. The Commissioners supplying provision and seed if required in lieu of money, at current prices. 

12. An Agent to be app•ointed to proceed to Germany to visit the different agricultural districts to propound the 
scheme, to be provided with undoubted proof's of the honesty of the induce111ents held out to intending emigrants; 
the Foreign Office, Downing-street, being requested to legalise his pro_ceedings. 

ERNST MARWEDEL. 
Hobart Town, August, 1865. 

Mr. Marwedel then withdrew. 

Mr. Calder attended and expl_ained that he -would be ·_•prepared with his Report at 12 o'clock -to-
morrow(Friday.) _ 

The Committee then adjourned until 12 o'clock to-morrow, 

No. 7. FRIDAY, 11 AuausT, 1865. 
Present.-Mr. Horne (iri the Chair), Mr-. Rose, Mr. Hayes. 

Mr. CALDER called in and examined. 

·Mr, Calder submitted the following memorandum and a map of the Colony, showing the blocks of 
good lands unsold fit for agricultural purposes :-

MEMORANDUM. 
That the Surveyor-General be requested to furnish this Committee with the rletail account of various Sections 

of Crown Lands available for occupation by small farmers for agricultural purposes ; showing, as nearly as he 
can, the extent of areas and where -situated, preference given to those that are contiguous to public roads and 
water carriage. 

[Handed.me by.the Honorable Chairman of the Immigration Committee to furnish the information required. 

J. E. CALDER, 
Committee Room, House ef Assembly, 3 August, 1865.J 

· Survey Ojfice, 11 August, 1865. 
Srn, 

IN compliance with the orders contained in the pencil memorandum abovA attached, with which you honored 
me on the 3rd instant, I beg to afford a detailed statement of such tracts, with position of each, &hown ori a 

· copy of Sprent's Map that accompanies this Report, of good Crown Land as are suitable for settlement by such 
farmers. 

-I will commence with those 11earest to Hobart Town. 

BUCKINGHAM. 
No. 1 Plot.-Within three hours ride of this city is a (:Onsiderable valley now known as the "Sandfly Basin," 

in which most of the little tributaries of the Sandfiy Rivulet have their sources. This Basin covers 15,000 acres, 
whereof 8000 or 10,000 is useful agricultural land, often of !i-reater exreilence than most of the farm lands of 
the H uori. District.' The soil is .mostly a brown loam, resting vrry usually on a subsoil of clay. It is covered 
with viro-in forests and scruhs of great denseness. The larger trees are all of the Eucalyptus family, and will 
genrrally come in profitably in the ordinary timber trade of the Colony, and will thus often prove an advantage 
rather than othf!'wise to those who choose to convert such .of them as are suitable .for splitting purposes instead­

.of destroying them. Of the lesser trees, the tall straight wattle. so much used in th6 ma,nufacture of cask staves, 
is.tolerably plentiful. The elevation of -the bottom of the highest part of the basin · has been ·ascertained by 
Je,•elling to be about 1400 feet, while the averag-e is possibl~• 800. Tlrn cost of clc,aring s.uch ground for cultivation 
in the roug-h manner in which sueh ground_ is cleared throughout the Colony,-namely, by getting rid of all 
trees under 12 or 18 inches in diameter, and killing .. all others by ringing them and letting them stand, would 
be about £15 an acre, which is exclusive of the cost of homestead, fences, implements, &c. The Sandfly Basin 
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is contiguous to that part of the Direct Huon Road now about to undergo a thorough repair by the Government. 
It is at present approached by a road .suited for bullocks only, as parts of it are as steep as 1 in 8; but it 
were easy to find a much better road: This tract should accommodate about 100 families at 80 acres each. 
This plot is well watered. · 

No. 2.-The next ar!)a that I desire to bring under notice is situated about eight miles north east of the incipient 
Township of Victoria at the H uon River, to which place the traffic of this spot" must naturally'be directed. It contains, 
according to the Report of the District Surveyor, Mr. G. Innes, much ·about 2000 acres of good soil, and is covered 
with forests exactly similar to those growing in the Sandfly Basin. It is approached by an ordinary bush cart road 
that starts from a pond on·the direct Huon Road near Mr. Parsons', and ·the cost of clearing would be about the 
same as at the Sandfly Basin. It should provide homes for about twenty families. This plot is well watered .. 

KENT. 
No. 3.-Crossing the Huon River, a hilly tract of about 2000 acres will be found lying to the west of the 

Township of Franklin, and about a couple of miles from the north-western boundary of the same, and would accom­
modate about 20 families. This spot is interspllrsed with inferior patches of land ; so each farm would have to take 
in some poor soil. It is at present quite unapproachable, no road leading near it; but it is designed by the Govern­
ment to construct a tramway from the water's edge to and through it, for which purpose the Assembly has voted 
£5400. This grant, however, has not yet received the confirmation of the Upper House, as tbe subject bas not 
yet reached that branch of the Legislature. The elevation of this plot may be about 1500 feet. It is well watered. 
Cost of clearing not_ less than the Sandfly Basin. 

No. 4.-ln a south-westerly direction from the last described block, and distant from it four or five miles, 
is another plot ofland, which Mr. Innes describes as suitable to place Immigrants on. He estimates its area at 4000 
acres. This is the only spot lyirig on this side the Island that I am writing about of which I know nothing personally. 
Its soil is described to me as good, and is approached, in part, by a private tramroad runnJng back from Hospital 
Bay, Huon River, four miles or sn, from which a rough cart road was cut by the Government about four years ago, 
but of whose condition I know nothing. It is presumed that this plot would provide forty or fifty small farms. Cost 
of clearing, the usual price paid for heavily timbered land hereabouts. It is all well watered. 

No. 5.-Proceeding still southerly, a fine tract of!and is found near the Township Reserve of Walpole. It con­
tains 1500 or 2000 acres of prime land, which is heavily wooded and. well watered. It should accommodate twenty 
families. The cost of clearing as above. It is approached by a cart road, so wretched as to be hardly travellable for 
several months of every year. Its natural outlet is Port Esperance, the most beautiful Bay in Tasmania, from which 
it is distant about three miles. · · 

No. 6. There is another large tract of good land lyipg between Port Esperance and Southport, of whose area 
reports differ: one Surveyor reporting it to contain about 16,000 acres, and another about 12,000. I have been much 
over it myself, and willingly accept the latter statement. The elevation of this tract may be generally taken at 600 
feet above the sea level. The soil is excellent, and the forests, viewed commercially, most magnificent;" they cover 
every acre of it: it is pretty well watered. There is a fair bullock-cart road running near to but not into it, but. it 
is designed to lAy down a Tramroad through it, for which the Assembly has voted £4500'. It should accommodate 
at least 100 families. The cost of clearing this land would not be less than £15 an·acre. Port Esperance is about 
40 miles from Hobart Town by water, and is, I.conceive, destined to become a place ofmucb consequence. 

No. 7. The only other tract in the south of which I have reports is in the- County of Pembroke. It is known 
as the Carlton Scrub, and covers about 2000 ·acres. It is distant from Sorell Town about 13 miles. The soil is 
excelJent, and the water sufficiently abundant for all farm purposes. It is approached by a rough bullocl,:-cart road. 
As its name imports, it is covered with heavy forests, to clear which by scrubbing and ringing would ·cost £12 or 
£15 an acre. It should provide farms for 15 or 20 persons. 

It may be here observed, that the Crown Lands of the Southern Districts have not been so perfectly examined 
as the Northern ones, on account of their extreme unfavourableness for investigation. Wherever these lands are 
good, on either side the Island, the forests growing thereon are perfectly awful; but in the South the quantity of 
dead wood that strews the snrface every where is at least five times greater than is the case with the Northern 
forests. I never could satisfy my mind as to the cause of this, and I have sought with fruitless enquiry to discover 
the circumstance, or combination of circumstances, that produce this peculiarity. It may be that there is some­
thing in the soil, the climate, or perhaps even the undulatoriness of tbe surface of the South, preservative from active 
decay which does not exist on the other side the Island. This, which so much impedes examination, is also the chief 
reason that the process ot clearing for cultivation iajri~t thrice as dear in the South as in the North,.where all that is 
ever done in the way of clearing off the timber in fitting the land for tillage is done for £5 the acre, instead of 
£15, which is about the price here. The Southern lands are more stony also. . 

'fhougb I believe there is much yet to be discovered amongst the crown lands of the south, I do not think they 
are destined at present to afford so favourable a field for Immigration as those of the North. Those parts of the 
South which still belong to the crown are generally more billy than those lying in the North: and here also settlement 
bas so spread itself over almost every acre, except the heavily wooded lands, that the most desirable. tracts for 
small farmers lie in the private estates of the large landholders, and are used by them mostly for p'.1storal purposes. 
In these estates are immense tracts suitable for every purpose of civilized life. But until circumstances arise to 
produce the disruption of these large, and often magnificent properties, the South, as it seems to me, must continue 
to be less suited for the support of population than the North. 

DORSET. 
Nos. 8 and 9.-Turning to the North, I will commence my description of such spots as are suitable for 

Immigration as are known to .this Department that lie in Dorset, the north-easternmost County of Tasmania. 
Passing over a large tract of what is described as first class land, and what is also described as covering 40,000 acres 
lying a few miles west of George's Bay, which as it is noi approached by any road, either de~igned or existing, I 
8hall not commend particularly to the notice of the Honorable Committee, I take leave to state, that on the 
Ringarooma River is a very large extent of the finest soil I have seen in the Country, :::lcott's New Country alone 
excepted. It i~ quite impossible to givEi anything more than an approximation to its actual- area, but I am 11uite 
sure I do not over-rate it in putting it down at about 40,000 acres. Thi~ land is heavily wooded, but the 
clearing processes of ringing and scrubbing would not, I believe, exceed Five Pounds the acre as a general thing. 
At present a wretched bridle track is the sole means of approach to the best portion of the place; but the Assembly 
has voted £18,~50 for the construction ofroacls hitherward,--one to unite it with the small harbour of Bridport, which 
is suited for vessels of 11ot more than 30 or 40 tous ; and another to connect it with the Northern capital. I am aware 
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that the Ringarooma Country has been described by many authorities whose evidence is entitled to great respect as 
much more capacious than the figures I have used would seem to prove; and without presuming to call into question 
the fidelity. of their statements, I have thought it right to keep well within the truth, and -to say that I ·believe there 
would be no difficulty to find room for about four hundred families hereabouts. It is well watered. I have visited 
this place myself, but more with the view of assuring myself of the excellent qualities of the soil, than to take any 
surveys to decide the questio;il of extent. 

No. 10. --Proceeding westei:ly a few miles, we come to a noble tract of land, where there is a considerable 
settlement already formed known as "Scott's New Country," but where our Surveyors report that there are still 
some thousands of acres of fine land that are still unoccupied, extending to a village reserve called "Springfield." 
I believe the cost of clearing here varies from £4 to £6 an acre. An inferior cart roar! unites Springfield with 
Launceston ; and a similar sort of road leads from the Scott's Conn try portion of the block with Brhl port; so both 
the roads designed for Ringarooma may be said to be equally designed for the place I am describing. There should 
be room for fifty or sixty families here, on first class land, and I believe that ultimately many more will be accom~ 
modated on fair land that lies about this ·quarter. 

As will be seen by the plan that accompanies this letter, ther~ are several pieces of land of good quality in 
Dorset, but which are either too small or too isolated to be attractive of much attention at present, especially while 
such large masses remain unoccupied in places likely to be made approachable by roads. In following out, therefore, 
what I conceive to be the spirit of my instructions, I think it better rather to record their existence than to go into 
particulars about them, as they are not likely to be in much·demand for several years. 

DEVON. 
No. 11.-In the next westerly county, Devon, Mr. Surveyor Hall reports the e:x;istence of about 6000 

acres of fine land, lying at a place known as Brumby's New Country. It is heavily wooded and well watered, and 
is to be approached by a road for wliich the Assembly has voted £10,000. I am sorry to say that I have no par­
ticular report of it, nor have I visited it. 

No. 12.-Proceeding still westerly, we come to numerous tracts of land, varying in size from 1000 to about 20,000 
acres, all of excellent quality, heavily wooded, and well watered. It is hardly possible to overrate the excellence of 
the soil of these tracts, which is usually what is termed a .chocolate loam, in thickness from two to four feet. It is 
singularly destitute of stones of any kind.. Thriving communities are springing up almost everywhere here. Hence 
the scattered and patchy look of the blocks of good land of this quat·ter, n.s seen on the plan, but which are generally 
connected by existing Settlements. These scattered spots, forming as they do the unoccupied portions of larger 
areas, must be described together. The total area of good crown land hereabouts (which, howe\·er, it is not possible 
to be certain of1 cannot be less than 60,000 acres. The cost of clearing this land would not be more than £5 an 
acre. The roads of this di~trict are very generally ns bad as bad can be ; but the excellence of the soil, combined with 
the facilities that exist for easy and rapid communication with Victori,1, make agricultural farming here the great 
occupation of the inhabitants ot the district. For the large tract connected with the Port of Ulverstone by the road 
reprP.sented by a black clotted line the Assembly has voted £10,442, and £6000 more for bridges over the Forth and 
Leven Rivers. The chief Ports along the coast are generally suited for vessels of 100 tons, and the Mersey for those 
of much greater hurthen. In the lesser Ports, vessels of 60 tons enter. Communication with Melbourne is constant. 
Many hundreds of families mar yet find homes in this place; and w4ile I shall for the present limit the number to 
five or six hundred at 80 or 100 acres each, I believe I am much below the mark. For the heavily wooded lands of 
Tasmania are so unfavourable for observation, being so closely planter! with shrubs that one can hardly ever get a 
clear vie,v of a dozen yards, that it is· quite impossible to estimate areas with certainty: and I may here make the 
general remark.that, throughout this Report, I have tt;ied to keep below the mark. 

WELLINGTON. 
In Wellington, the north-westernmost County of Tasmania, there ore very large areas of good 

land. My.authorities are Surveyors Wedge'~ and Lette, who reporL very favourably on lar.ge tracts of land here, 
which they describe as very superior, but in terms too general to enable me to delineate them. I must, therefore, 
await further opportunities for acquiring more particular knowledge than I now possess before pretending to 
describe the tracts these gentlemen have traversed. Mr. Wedge's examination and Mr. Lette's overlap each other, 
so to speak; but the countries they describe lie within the limits surrounded by red dotted lines. In the large 
block, to the we,t of all others colored on the plan, Mr. Wedge believes he saw 700,000 acreu ot land of" excellent 
quality." The following passage is cut from his printed Report. It describes large areas of' bad land; but I 
attract particular attention to the lines I have underscored with red (lines underscored printed in italics):-

. "In ·order to bring under one view the nature and eligibility of the different tracts of land I have explored, anrl 
to assist the Government in its decision respecting the limits of the Company's location, it will be necessary to 
particularise the ,liffere11t descriptions of land in the north-west .quarter of the Island. It will appear that it consists 
of grassy land that may be taken possession of with but little expense-the sandy plains and the forest land. 
Without taking into the Pstimate the small detached spots, it may be calculated that at Circular Head, Cape Grim 
along the ·west Coast, and the Grassy Hills, I discovered that there are at least forty thousand acres of land fit for 
the immediate purposes of grazing, •with the probability that there is a consideraule extent interspersed among the 
forest yet undiscovered ; and also that a great scope may be brought into tillage at a very moderate outlay of 
capital. The heathy hillg in the uei~hbourhood of the River 'fret, the plains in the vicinity of the Duck River, those 
alone; the northern coast, nnd also tne extensive plains dividing the good land from the forest along the western 
coast, amount altogether to about one hundred thousand acres ; and cannot be considered fit for either of the 
purposes of agricultural or grazing-, being of' a bad quality and very wet. The forests are e:densive, and may be 
estimated at about se·ven hund1·ed thousand acres. This land, being heavily timbered, is unpromising in its present state, 
and such as no pri-vate individual could possibly undertake to improve.- It is, nevertheless, of excellent quality, and 
suclt as the Company's resources might be employed upon with the prospect of ultimate success. There is no doubt 
but the expense of clearing such land will be great ; but if a judicious system be laid down and acted upon, it will 
not be so heavy as it \~ould appear to be on a first glance; for,- if it be progressively done, the produce of that 
which is firot cleared will contribute largely towards impi·oving the remainder. The timber in these forests, of 
which the greater proportion is pencil cedar, may prove a valuable article of export, and defray a great port.ion of 
the expense of cleari,,g the laml.. It is therefore my opinion, tLat this description of land is available for the 
ComJJany's purpo~e~, for it will undoubtedly, wlten cleai·ed, be some 1if the most valuable land in the Island; nnd, in 
support of this opinion, J may instance that, in the United States and other New Countries in 'America, the land 
with the greatest quantity of timber upon it is chosen as being the most valuable." 

• No"· the Ilor.omble J. H. Wedge of the T.egislativo Council, \\ho was employed to explore this country in 1828; 

.. 
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I beg in conclusion to state, that I have found it impossible to treat this subject more briefly tha~ I have do~e:; 

.for descriptions, however short, of each of the numerous plots of land I have had to bring under notice necessarily 
occupy much space when c0l!ected togethe_r into one letter. 

I remain, Sir, 
Your very obedient servant, 

Mr. Calder then withdrew. 

The Committee adjourned. 

No. 8. FRIDAY, 18 AuGUST, 1865. 

J, E. CALDER. 

Present.-Mr. Horne, Mr. Perkins, Mr. Rose, Mr. Sibley, :Mr. Lewis, Mr. Hayes. 

Mr. Horne laid upon the Table a copy of the Australasian newspaper, containing Mr. Boothby's 
Report to the. Chief Secretary of South Australia on the South Australian Agricultural Statistics for the 
year 1864-65. 

RESOLVED.-That Mr. Boothby's Report should be added as an Appendix to the Evidence taken 
before the Committee. · 

The Committee then agreed to the following Resolutions :-

RESOLVED-1. That it is expedient that Agricultural Areas be set apart both for the purpose of Immigrant 
occupation, and for settlement generally, under conditions hereinafter to be stated; that those areas once so set 
apart be withdrawn from Public Sale, and be incapable of alienation except for the object above stated. 

2, That all male persons from the age of 18 to 36, whether Immigrants or natives of the Colony, shall be entitled 
to select such lands under the said conditions. 

3, The following shall constitute such conditions:-

A. All such Agricultural Areas shall be divided into Fifty-acre Sections, and every alternate Fifty-acr Section 
shall be allotted and reserved. 

B. That after five years personal residence, and the cultivation of not less than ten acres of his original allotment, 
the settler shall receive a Free Grant of the whole fifty acres ; and he shall, moreover, have the option of 
purchasing the reserve of the second lot of fifty acres adjacent to his original allotment at the price of 
One Pound per acre, and under the Credit provisions of the Land Regulations Act, at any period of his 
occupation. 

C. That, at intervals as near as may be of every twenty Sections, the Government shall reserve the right of 
constructing roads of sixt)'.' feet in width between and to the rear of these Sections. 

. . ' . . 
D. That no person being already the owner of land in his own right shall be capable of taking advantage of' 

the provisions of these Regulations. . 

E. That two area~ of not less than ( 4000) Four thousand acres be set apart for the purpose of inducing the 
immigration of small German freeholders ; the one to be at the Florentine River, the second in the 
Ringarooma lJistrict. -

F. That, for the purpose of carrying out the various provisions of this scheme, two ·accredited Agents be ap­
pointed, the one to explam its provisions throughout England, Ireland, and Scotland, and the other 
throughout Germany. Both will, of course, have to be provided with the proper authorities; and the 
latter will have to be supplied with such credentials as shall satisfy the German Government of the bona 
fide nature of his mission. 

G. To meet the expenses of this agency, the Committee propose that the Government shall place upon the 
Estimates a sum of One thousand Pounds. 

The Committee then adjourn~d. 

No. 9. SATURDAY, 23 AuausT, 1865. 

Present.-Mr. Horne, Mr. Rose, Mr. Sibley, Mr. Hayes, Mr. Perkins, Mr. Lewis. 

Report brought up, read, and adopted. 

The Committee then adjourned. 
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APPENDIX . 

.A. 
Draft. (July 23rd, 1865.) 

A BILL to empower tlte Governor to grant Land on a limited Scale; viz.-

ANY land that has not been under lease for the last three years, neither has been surveyed for sale, nor any Town­
ship that bas or may be proclaimed ; and it shall be lawful for the Surveyor-General, or the Deputy Surveyor­
General, to issue Location Orders, upon the payment of Two Shillings and Sixpence, to any person under the 
following Regulations ; viz.-

Any person making an application in writing for any quantity not less than 25 nor niore than 50 acres, receiving 
such Location Order, shall within five years put into cultivation one-fourth of such lot. He must name the locality 
and District as nearly as possible; and when the said Applicant receives his Order he may take possession imme­
diately; and the Surveyor-General shall cause the said land to be surveyed as soon as practicable; and the said 
person shall not be bound to fell the large trees, so that he rings them; and any person receiving an Order and 
does not take possession within Six months from the date of such Location Order shall forfeit bis right to the land; 
and when any person holding land under these conditions brings a Certificate from Two Magistrates, or a Clergyman 
and a Magistrate, or a qualified Surveyor and a Magistrate, certifying that the conditions· have been fulfilled, to the 
Surveyor-General, the Surveyor shall then lay that Certificate before the Executive Council for their 
approval, who will then cause a Grant to be issued to the occupier of the land, upon the payment of One shilling 
per acre ; and it shall not be lawful for the tenant of that land to sell, mortgage, or dispose of it in any way until 
such Grant is issued unless in ease of death, when he may will the said land, provided his heirs or successors fulfil 
the before-mentioned conditions. 

B. 
SOUTH AUSTRALIAN AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS. 

Mr. BooTHBY's Report to tlte Oltief Secretary for tlte Year 1864-5. 

Oltief Secretary's Office, Adelaide, I3tli 1lfay, 1865. 
Sm, · 

I HAVE the honor to submit, for the information of His Excellency the Governor in Chief,· my sixth Annual 
Report on the Agricultural and Live Stock Statistics, being those collected for the year terminating on 31st March 
last, season 1864-5. 

'rhe desire expressed in several quarters for an earlier compilation of these Statistics, in order that information 
obtained might be rendered of greater value both to the Agricultural and Mercantile communities, induced me to 
seek your authority for undertaking the collection of the Heturns six weeks earlier· than had been customary ou 
previous occasions. 

Contrary to my expectations pointed ·out in a former Report, the difficulty of obtaining- correct Returns so soon 
aftPr the harvest had been gathered, and in some cases before final operations were concluded, was not so grPat as 
anticipated-the incrensed zeal and attention of the collectors preventing any prejudicial effect upon the reliableness 
of the information collected. Feeling satisfied on that point, I was enabled to publish on the 27th March, some six 
weeks sooner than last yPar, a Return of the produce of the late wheat crop, sl1owing the acreage and average yield 
for each District, in comparison with the same particulars as respects its predecessor. 

The area of country and suburban land alienated from the Crown during the twelve months ended 31st 
December, 1864,'amounted to.225,171 acres, or 65,379 acres more than in the year 1863-bringing up the total 
area of purchased land to 2,893,814 aerEtS, or 19·fi4 aere8 per head or the estimated population. At the commence­
ment of 1864 the average for each individual of the population was nineteen acres. 

Two-thirds of the alienated land is returned as being in the occupation of freeholders-maintaining the proportion 
existing in the previous year. Twenty per cent. or one in every five acres of the purchased land is under cultivation, 
as was the case in 1863. It would appear, therefore, that the sale of land, large as it was, did not exceed the 
requirements of tlie agriculturist. · 

Notwithstanding the large purch,ls(ls of land for grazing purposes, it is important to note that the ratio of 
cultivated to untilled la11d is maintajned as one to four ; and it will be observed that the per-centage of increase in 
cultivation during the season under review is 8imilar to the mte at which the land sales were augment!'d during the 
twelve mouths preceding. · 

In comparison with the re~pective populations, there is five timrs more land under tillage in South Australia 
than in the adjoining Colonies ; there being four acres for every man, woman, and child in the province, or twelve 
acres for every male of 14 years of age and upwards. Seeing that of this division of the population only one-sixth 
are engaged in agricultural pursuit~, it follows that nn eighty-acre section can receive but little more than the 
continuous labour of one statute adult throughout the year. 
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A considerable increase again appears in the extent of enclosed land which now amounts to 3,499,098 acres 
compared with 2,900,291 acres, an addition of 598,807 acres, chiefly attributable to the further enclosure of land for 
pastoral purposes-the fenced pasturage amounting to 2,911,323 acres, against 2,344,324 acres in 1864-an increase 
of one-fourth. Very large areas in the South-eastern District are endosed with sheep-proof fences of a substantial 
kind; the aggregate enclosure in that district alone amounting to 1,730,644 acres; three-fourths of this fencing endoses 
runs held under lease from the Crown, the whole extent ofalienated land in th9 district beiug 366,403 acres, only 16,503 
acres of which are at present under cultivation. One-fourth of the sheep in the Colony are depastured within the 
limits of this portion of the province. 

The total area of land under cultivation amounts to 587,775 acres, against 555,968 acres in the previous season, 
showing 31,807 acrPs additional, or 5!} per cent.; the increased tillage being principally found in the northern 
agricultural district, comprised in counties Gawler, Light, and Stanley. 

The favourable position in which the farmers had been placed by the abundant yield of the harvest of 1863-4, 
and the high prices ruling throughout the year, naturally induced them to use their utmost exertions to place as 
much land under wheat as possible-the result being, that whilst the increased area of land under tillage is 31,807 
acres as above stated, the additional area under wheat is 55,078 acres, the hay land and fallow being reduced 
proportio'nately. The increase amounts to 16 per cent., as against 5 per cent. in the preceding season. 

The acreage of the wheat crop amounted to 390,836 acres, or two-thirds of the total cultivated land. In 1863-4 
there were 335,758 acre~ undP.r wheat, or 60 per cent. of the tilled land; the increase this season has, therefore, 
amounted to 6 per cent. The total produce of the harveRt was 4,252,949 bushels, compared with 4,691,919 bushels 
in the yield of the previous harvest, showing a decrease of 438,970 bushels, the average yield per acre being only 11 
bushels as against 14 bushels, and one bushel less than the-average production of the past seven seasons. 

On one occasion· only during that period has the harvest been less productive, namely, in the year 1859-60, 
when only 9 bushels 38 lbs. per acre were reaped. The yield for each season, and other particulars respecting the 
cultivation of wheat during the septennial period just closed, is giv•m in the following 'fable. It will be seen that in 
that short space of time the growth of wheat has more than doubled:-

Season. Acres cultivated. Aci·es under Wheat. Produce Wheat. Average per Acre. 

Bushels. Bush. lbs. 

1858-59 ······ ... 264,462 188,703 2,109,544 11 11 

1859-60 ······ .... 361,884 218,216 2,103,411 9 38 

1860-61 .......... 428,816 273,672 3,576,593 13 4 

1861-62 .......... 486,667 310,636 3,410,756 10 59 

1862-63 .......... 494,511 320,160 3,841,824 12 -
1863-64 .......... 555,968 335,758 4,691,919 14 -

' 
1864-65 ······ .... 587,775 390,836 4,252,949 11 -

There can be no doubt that the low average of the South Australian wheat crop is owing to the imperfect culti- · 
vation of a great portion of the land. Many small holders are compelled to plough and sow the same land year after 
year without intermission, or any attempt to replenish the soil by following or other means-resulting in a very low 
return, and thus reducing the average yield for the wholt> Colony, which is almost invariably exceeded by the better 
class of farmers, whose more extensive holdings enable them to pursue a systematic plan of operations, in 
which more careful tillage, rest tor the soil, and a combination with stock-farming are stated to be essential to, and 
generally productive of; success. 

The deficiency in the yield of the late harvest was of course mainly attributable to the unusual dryness of the season ; 
the absence of rain at the period of the wheat coming into ear being particularly referred to as the cause of the 
poverty of the crops that, up to within a few weeks of the harvest, promised an abundant return. In some dis­
tricts red rust apjieared, though not to the extent prevalent last season, and few complaints are made of the presence 
of black rust, whilst the disease known in the hilly districts as ground blight is reported to .be disappearing. Every 
description of crop suffered severely from the want of moisture when approaching maturity ; and the drought bfling 
general throughout the province, the small yield recorded is not surprising. Fortunately, the absence of rain at 
this critical period is quite exceptional, the Hon. G. S. Kingstoµ's table's showing that since the foundation of the 
Colony, in three cases only, viz., in 1843, 1854, and 1859, ims the rainfall been as low as in the three months 
September, October, and November of 1864. In these months the average fall for the twenty-five years has been 
5·1 inches, whilst during the past season only 2·8 inches fell, the quantity falling in the month of November being 
unprecedentedly low-only one-tenth of an inch, the average rate being one-inch and three-tenths. The season of 
1859-60, when the crnps were poorer still, was characterised by a like deficiency of moisture during the spring months. 

Seven-eighths of the wheat crop was reaped by machine, the area hand-reaped being less than last year, 
notwithstanding the increased culti".ation. Out of 390,_836 acres, 33~,518 acres were gathered by the machine- being· 
au increase of 57,021 acres secured rn that manner, whilst the quantity reaped by manual labour only amounted to 
51,095 acres altogether. One, if not the most important, advantage our farmers possess over those of the sister 
Colonies is the expedition and economy with which their crops can be secured, owing to the successful working of the 
reaping machines now universally used on all but hilly land, permitting of the grain being reaped, winnowed, 
cleaned, and bagged on the harvest field, and removed into the store ere the day is closed. 

The high prices ruling for wheat caused the farmers to look more particularly to their grain crop for profit, ,ind 
had the effect of reducing the breadth of land laid down for hay by 9020 acres, the total area sown being only 66,570 · 
acres, as compared with 75,590 acres the year before; and as the average yield was 4 cwt, less, viz., 23 cwt. as 
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against 27 cwt. per \ICre~ the deficiency in the crop is very large:__no less than 25,637 to11s; the total quantity grown 
being 76,656 tons, as against 102,293 tons in 1863-4, showing. ri. fallirig off of .one-fourth in the supply of this 
description of fodder. 

There were 12,585 acres of barley sown, or 1395 acres less·; the° qiimitity reaped, being 207,022 buslielf, or 
46,979 bushels le8s; the average yielcj. per acre being. its low ri.s 16 bushels 22lbs., or 1 qlishel 30lb~. 
under the vield of' the previous season. The yield of oats was still ,'vorse, orily 15 bushels to the acre, being 4 bushels 
51h. hr.low·that of 1863-4; the quantity grown was nearly the same in both seasohs-'-'75,135 busliels; the area sown, 
however, having increased from 3023 acres to 5093 am·es. 

An ~dditio~ of 104 acres app~a~s in the bre'adth of land under subsidiary crops; tffe item'§ being as follows:'­
For green forage, wheat, &c., 812 acres; maize, 40 acres; sorcrhum, 130 acres;. luceriie, 856 acres; and permanent 
artificial grasses, 841 acres; and 222 acres \)f .111inor_ c_r~p,~, _i~c]~ding,_ among ot4ers, mangold wurtzel, rye, pen,, 
tobacco, hops, and flax-all reported as succeedmg favourably on tlie small scale iltt'enipted, 

' J.?ollb,~; land _is. ret)ll:!l~cl, -~s 94,77.7. acr,e's,, 01' 15',400 ac\res ·1ess·;__the iui.gmented area under wheat having 
doubtless !ully t11,xed the energies of the farmers; 

One-fifth more land, was , planted with. p_ot!!,t0~~; but. th!), ~IJ!)-SQn proving very unfavoul'.nble, the quantity 
dug only ex'ceeded tha.t qf _tlie p1;eyi,ous yea_r PY, ~24 tons; 29'63 'acres were sciwii, yielding 6493 tons, or 44 cwt. 
to the acre-being 11 cwt. belo\'v last se'ason's 'average. · · 

Gai·den land, an'cJ 01'cliai·c\'s. a1:e re'ti1rned ii's covering 5'675 acre's; iiliowing Im increase ·ot 189 acres. There 
is 110 way of obtain'ing ~ny inform'ation a.°s to the quan'dty of produce derived from the labour bestowed on 
this large area of ground; . but greater attention .is. noted as heing paid to the production of preserved and 
dri.ed fl'.uits, in ,vhich articles an important ti'ade has been developed, both for the home market arid for 
exportation, 

The collection of articles of native prociric~-as bark, hoiiey, 15ees,vax, gtiin, &c.-forms a )H·ontahle 
occupaticm to the families of many _small f3:rmers, the total money value being- considerable. In this direction, 
and also in the increased production of dairy articles of a su·perfor quality, much improvement is apparent. 

One-tenth more land has been planted ,vith vines, maldng the total area of vineyards to be 6364 acres. 
Nine yenrs ago they covere,1 only 753 acres. During the past five years the area has doubled. Up to last 
season the proportion of bearing vines to those not yet productive was nearly equal; the present returns show 
47596,009 vines in bem1ing to 2,831,971 'unproductive. 

Only a short period has.to elapse before the whole of tlie extensive vineyards planted during the past few years 
will be in full bearing, so that the annui,tl production of wine will be rapid]~, augmPnted. Already the figures are 
high, for the vintage of the present ·season cannot be estimated at li:iss than 1,000,000 gallons. That of last year, for 
which the returns are given, yielded 798,647 gallons, or 192,282 gallons more than its predecessor. It is important 
to notice that the quantity ofwirie now made is more than double that produced three_years ago. The homi:i con­
sumption is doubtless large, but it would be satisfactory to find a demand in a foreign market, which at present has 
not been the case-the exports of the year amounting to 20;674 gallons only, or 7031 gallons less than 1863. 

The live stock returns show an additional number of horses and sheep, but a la1·ge reduction in the number of 
cattle. Owing to the protracted drought in the Far .North the police were unable to travel to collect the returns ns 
usual. · · 

'fhe number of horses is rr.turned at 62,890, or 3891 moi·e than fast year. Six hundred and forty-three horses, 
valued nt £10,996, were exported duri.ng the twelve months. As showing the importance ·of this trade, it may be 
~tnted that durin·g the· past five years 3224 horses have been shipped, chiefly for India, of a total declared value of 
£69,748 sterling. 

. The total number of sheep depnstured was 4,106,230, or 214,580 additional-showing an inrrease of only five 
and a half per cent., a·s compared with an increase in the previous season of thirteen one-third per cent., and of 
twelve and a half per cent. the year before. During the twelve months 186,526 shePp were exported overland to 
the neighbouring colonies in excess of the imports,. or 21,259 more than in 1863. The number travelling·over the 
Border d·uri:il'g the first quarter of the current year was 14,345, as compared with 59,029 during the ~ame period last 
year. Tw'o-thirds of the whole number of she·ep are depilstured within the limits of the proclaimed Counties. 

. The continued 'dimi'nuti1;m i'n the number of cattle calJs•for serious·atten'tion. fo ·each of the past seven yPars 
the returns show a decrease o'n the numbers of its predecessor, until the number now ·given is one-tbi.rd less than 
the number returned in 1857. Then we depastured 310;460 head, now only 204;892 head. The falling off during the 
past seaso·n ns shown in the returns is 21,274; .but owing to the state of the far North it is probable that the decrease 
is 'actually much greater, for, as the Police state with regard lioth to cattle mid sheep in that distriqt-, 'it is impossible 
to estimate the number that will ·survtve the ·season .. ' 'Whatever the ·ca'use, it is plain that the number of cattle has 
diminished gradually and continually to a'n alarming extent during the past seven years. 

In closing a report in whfoh tliere ar~ fo"'. 'subjects· for ·cdngratulaticin, if would lead to a wrong impression _did 
I omit to state that the··agi:iculturists of this provin'ce, ·whose energies and industry are shown to have been exerted 
to a remarkable degree, Jiave, as a body, met with substantial reward. The augmented value of nil descriptions of 
produce, principally owing to an increased foreign 'demand, has more than counterbalanced the deficiency in 
production ; a'nd it °is satisfactory to know tliat, having passed· thi'°6ugh an ordeal of no 'ordinary kind, the prosperity 
of this class of the community is not only unimpaired, but positively enhanced. 

I liave the ·honor to be, 
Sir, ·&c., 

'JAMES ·DARNA'RD7 
GOVERNMENT l,.RINTER, 

0

TABM.A:NIA, 

J. · BOOTHBY, Government Statist. 


