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MEMORANDUM. 
THE accompanying Report by Mr. Henry Hunter upon the Gaol Building;;, _Casl!ades, now 'in 

course of erection under the Contract held by Mr. E. G. Ford, is referred to Mr. W. H. Cheverton 
to afford him an opportunity of replying to any statements contained therein affecting himself. 

MEMO. 

C. O'REILLY, 11:lini.ster of Lands and Works, 
23rd September, 1876. 

AFTER perusing Mr. Hunter's Report on works at Cascades, under Mr. Ford's Contract, I beg 
respectfully to make the following remarks thereon :-

lst Paragraph. As to a site for a permanent Gaol. This was a matter decided on by the 
Government. 

The ground is, as Mr. Hunter @escribes it, and as I have already reported, a complete bog,­
necessitating· the concrete used. This state of things was not expectl'ld, or found, until verandahs 
were taken down, flagging taken up, and excavations made. 

Drainage.-Ample provision is made to take all water from roofs; the air-flu•es being intended 
to be utilised for receiving only all rain water from down pipes. 

It-was intended to put in a large brick sewer outside the N. ,,, . boundary wall to receive all 
other water, and to thoroughly <lrain the whole of the buildings throughout-bricks to be obtained 
from Port Arthur, and the work to be done by prison labour. · ' . 

In the schedule of prices given in by the Contractor, a price per foot was stated for earthen­
ware pipes of the various sizes that may be required .. 

. 2nd. When the matter of accommodation required at the Establishment was being dealt with, it 
was considered that the additions, as showll'on Plans, were ample for the present requirements. 

3rd. As to the cells obtaining their light and air only from the two enclosures. I consider that 
ample provision is made -for both light and air. The roofs of lanterns are to be· all rolled rough 
plate glass, with open louvres along each side and ends : the latter for ventilation, together with a 
current of air from the underground flues. . 

\ 

4th, 5th, and 6th. As to sanitary arrangements and indispensable conveniences. These have not 
been lost sight of, and it was the intention to procure these, with other fittings, from Port Arthur. 
The cost of completing to be paid out of the sum for extras provided for in specification. 

7th. T cannot agree with. Mr. Hunter iri his remarks as to plans arid specifications being loosely 
drawn up. I consider everything is sufficiently explicit for ·any practica_l builqer; and I am. 
altogether unable to comprehend what Mr. Hunter means in reference tu certain large items of 
materials. The specification will speak for itrnlf. 

8th. As to bricks obtained from Port Arthur. It was understood that these bricks could be 
procured by prison labour, and brought to town by the Government. schooner, and tha,t the. on~y 
expense would have been the cartag·e from. wharf to the Cascades-about 6_s•. per. thousand .. A 
commencement was made, and about 3 or 4000 were sent up of a most worthless character, obtained 
from a kiln of some 25,000 up the Tramway. I at once proceeded by schooner to Port Arthur, and 
found that any quantity of good bricks could be obtained from boundary· walls . and · other buildings 
partly down. Not being able to obtain any assistance from the Establishment, I had to send down 
free labour, and hire teams; and, up to the time the men .ceased working, they had ready in all some 
12.5,000, the cost of which, when delivered at ~he Cascades, would not Pe. more than 20s. per thou­
sand, being less than one-half the cost of new brick!,, 
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The principal portion of the~e bricks are made from good materials, and well burnt; and· from 
the fact of their standing handling and carting ~Cl many times, shows_ at once their quality. I would 
prefer them before some. 9f the U!=lW bricks to be obtained in Hob~rt 'J,'qwn, and being required for 
inside worlts consider therp. in every l;~§pec.t suita]?le. 

9th. The Memq. ~~~t b,y ~he, fiep~rtment t.o.. t!ie, l\iipi~ter, referrecl to in pii._ragraph 9, was 
merely a semi-officia,l lett!:)r·' frol}l Mr. Smith to the. M;ii;iister, who was abse,µ_t from towµ, and 
certainly was' not intend,~d tq particula_rise d.etails of contingencies ; the am_qunt mentioned being 
merely to remind the Ministe~ of the then approximate liability-,-the £ 150 being co.nsidered suffi­
cient to include the expense of procuring bricks. 'l'he amount named-£500-.will be more than 
sufficient to cover cost of glass, iron, and timber. 

10th. Mr. Hunter fecommends that the supply of bricks be discontim~E'd, and in liE'u of them 
to use stone. My reasons for recommending b1;icks to be used for raising the inside walls was 
this :-The present cell walls are so badly built, being carried up with what masons call shiners, and 
very few thro1,1gh-stones. 'l'hese walls w:ill require raising S:om.e 7 feet,..,.,,.! therefore consider,ed 
bricks laid in cement would form one mass, be more solid and superior to stone work, and cheaper. 

11 th. As regards the work already pe1formed. I saw the work occasionally during its pro­
gress, and would ha\'e bad nothing to fear in future as to its stability had the work been carried out 
under my supervision. The Clerk of Works (Overseer Moore) being on the ground daily,_ with 
plans and specification, had instructions to look well after the works. 

It is strange Mr. Hunter is so positive that a: great unnecessary- extrav,agance has been permit~ed 
in the use of concrete in performing these works when, in the 1st paragraph of his Report, he 
describes. the place as a complete bog. · · 

12th, 13th, and 14th. As to air-flues,-called by ]\fr. Hunter, "drains." Two of these are 
intended to be utilised for taking rain water from ro,ots; no drains are intended to, be conne_cted with 
these air-flues_. This. mode ,?f ventilation has been adopted in many parts. of' England', a_nd found to, 
answer well. Provision is made for iron pipes to. mn into these air~flues, :m~. cauied up about. 6. 
feet from floors, at intervals, as shown on plans. 'l'his will cause the necessary circulation of air 
requir.ed for. yentilation. 

Mr. Hunter also state!.. that concrete-was not required only under the boundary walls, and yet 
ha says the place is a complete bog. 'l'o des_cci.be the foundatio_1_1s1 of the,_olp cell w11ills I maJ state 
th\tt a treuch seems to have be1,m sunk_ the. full width of b.uilding1 some 1:5. feet ,vide, ·and the £u)l 
length, but not taken out to a sufficient depth to, Qb.tain a good bottom, or, thnough, tlrn so£t· eUJJth. 
The stones in foundations are undressed and all shapes, and badly built, in fact in some places could 
only have been thrown in, and lar;ge cavi_ties left. lt- was, a question w,itl1 me, as. to. whether- the, walls 
should not be taken down, but it was decided! to. U!,e concrete to. form a foo.tiog; and :fill up, th.e. 
cavities by well ramming in the concrete, and securing same for carrying the extra weight of walling 
an<): roofhig. ·· 

As to the pipes to carry away roof waters. Mr. Hunter states that 4 or 6 in. pipes would carry 
.away the watei:: from roofs. 1 do not think that 4.in. or even 6,in. pipes would take away- the, -nmter 
from two. 5 in. down pipes, which are quite, small enough fo1; th,e. w.ater f,rom. o;ver 70, ·sq,uares: of: 
roofing; consideri1,1g. also the. fi~ct that these s.maU pipes are Liable. t.o. choke, antl being uml~r- the 
floors, which are dovetailed with iron, almost impossible to get at. · · 

Mr. Hunter states that he, would1·adopt- other- mean~ of supply.ing· air- to. these quildi11gs, I 
think it will be found that there will be a:r:nple ventilation, if anythiug, too- much, the11e, being· ah'-.· 
gratinp;s and flues under. floors, a.nd open; lou\'l'.es the whole length of: lantern, ljght,. 

1 Gtlr. In th.e Re.p.ort fmmisned by me on the 30tl1 of August; in making up l1,111·riedly-the amount 
of work done to date, I did no~ take time to go, o.ver,the work and take my-own measuuementl?; as, not. 
being a final settlement, I did n.ot consi.d.er-it necessary. I made. u.p my1 estimate from figures. g.i,van, 
me from the Clerk of \Vorks, and partly from the plans, I had instum.cted the, Clerk of' Works: to, 
g-ive me a detailed list of all measurements taken by him. This I did not get until after I had given 
in, my Report. Ou receiving- the, sam.e I made. up the quantities from his amended list; and found 
~hem less. than those pre.viuusl.y gfren in;. I at: once,. notified! tJiis, to the Minister- ofi l,,ands. and 
\Yorks, by letter. 

't'li!!: Hon. tlte. ;_1Jinister of Lariw;_ and Worlts, 

W 1
• H. CHEV.EHF.(ON, Oi:erseer.•ofi W,or~ .. 

26tlt, Bepte11~ber, I,8:W~ 

J All ES n ~-~-N A_llD,. 
GOVIm:SMENT r.1UNTER, 'J'ASlll.A.:SIA. 


