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In practice, telecommunications carriers are often required to navigate multiple approval pathways despite the
existence of a Commonwealth framework intended to facilitate network deployment. State, territory and local
authorities frequently seek additional approvals or impose separate requirements, resulting in delays, increased
compliance costs and uncertainty for infrastructure projects. These challenges are not unique to Vocus, with other
major fibre infrastructure providers similarly identifying regulatory complexity as a key barrier to deployment.

There is an opportunity for the Tasmanian Government and industry to work together to create a more supportive
environment for digital infrastructure investment and deployment. This should include early, coordinated planning for
the fibre networks and other digital infrastructure required to support data centre developments. Where activities are
already regulated under Commonwealth frameworks, Tasmania should seek to avoid duplicative information
requirements or approval processes, while preserving the operation of legitimate state environmental, heritage and
land-use protections.

Reducing regulatory complexity and improving coordination across jurisdictions would help accelerate investment,
lower deployment costs and provide greater certainty to invest in the digital infrastructure needed to construct and
operate Al data centres.
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