(No. 11.)

PARLIAMENT OF TASMANIA.

TASMANIAN PUBLIC LIBRARY:

REPORT FOR 1894.

Presented to both Houses of Parliament by His Excellency’s Command.

Cost of printing—=£1 7s. 6d.



~(No.'11.)

TASMANIAN - PU BLIC LIBRARY.

"REPORT 'FOR YEAR -ENDING 31 DECEMBER, -.1894.

, ¢ ri@rustees :
“SIR J. W..AGNEW, .K.C.M.G.; - Chairinan. F. MI'YOUNG. :
HON. A..INGLIS CLARK,-M:H.A. ! - AEDERMAN-HIDDLESTONE, M.H.A.
C.'M. TENISON. ALDERMAN .BRADLEY, M.H:A. :
J. B. WALKER. AEDERMAN CRISPE, M.H.A.

Sir,

Tae Trustees of the Tasmanian Public Library,-in compliance with Clause 7 of the Aect to
provide for the incorporation and government of ‘the Institution (34 Vict.-No. 27), beg to submit
the following Report :—

The Prustees having décided toclose’the Accounts of the Institution on' 31st' December in each
year (instead of “31st March as heretofore), the Report now submitted relates to the period ending
-31st Décember, 1894,

" ""Tle Trustees have to record with regret the resignation and death of Mr. C. M. Maxwell, a
member of the Board since the year 1870. They-desire -to place on record their appreciation of
the services rendered to the Library by Mr Maxweil during the many years he filled the position
of a Prustee. ’

On the resignation of Mr. Maxwell, Mr. F. M. Young was appointed by the Governor in
Council to the vacant seat on the Board. ,

During the period underwreview 67 volumes have been added by purchase and presentation.

- The daily attendance of-the-public shows-a idecrease of 11.per cent...on that for the previous
cyear, and an - increase: of . 14 sper: ¢cent.: on -the. average for the.past-10 years. The decrease as
-compared with 1893 results. from: the fact:that the Library proper was closed for nearly two months
while alterativns were being. made. to-the rooms.

The Trustees have received an intimation from the Treasurerof the Colony that it is not the
intention of the GGovernment to include in the Estimates for any year- following 1895 the subsidy of
£200 heretofore paid to the Public Library. : ' '

The Trust funds, amounting to £1500, are invested upon mortgage for a term of three years,
and bear interest at the rate of 6 per cent. Out of the interest derived a sum of £75 has been
annually paid over to the Municipal Council.

The books, furniture, and fittings belonging to the Institution are insured in the Cornwall
Insurance Company for £2000. -

The Trustees include in their Report a balance-sheet exhibiting the whole receipts and
‘expenditure -of the Institution. 'Appended to the Report is a balance-sheet drawn up 'in the
-manner required by the Auditor-General.

The Trustees have to record with thanks presentations received from Institations in England
and the Colonies ; from the proprietors of the foilowing publications, who have supplied gratis
copies for Library purposes :—Mercury, Launceston Examiner, Daily Telegraph (one copy each),
N.W. Post, Bendigo Independent, Otago Daily Times, Auckland Weekly News, Church News,
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Monitor, Bible Echo, Day Star, 1’eople’s Friend, Presbyterian Magazine, Australasian Christian
Standard, Alliance News; and for additions to the Library received from His Excellency the
Governor, the Government of the- Colony, and Mr. S. Milbourn, (Albury).

A complete re-m‘ra.ngexi)ent of the Library premises was commenced in November. This work

not being completed by the end uf’
appended hereto.

The Hon. the Chief Se(:refmy.

the year, forms the subject of a Supplementary Report, which is

“J. W, AGNEW, Chairman.

BALANCE Sheet to

31st December, 1894.

ar. £ s d.
Debit balance from lust year............... 34 1 3
Salaries— £ s.d £ o d
Librarian ... 242 4 4
Ditto as
Secretary 13 0 0
— 255 4 4
Assistant .... 112 0 -0
: — — 367 4 4
Hallkeeper, for cleaning .................. 20 0 O
L T 3 0 0
Fuel oo s 7 5 6
THSUTAICE vevneeiiaieriiiieriinirenneinnnns 410 0
BoOKS et iit e s 35 11 0
Newspapers «..oeuveveieiiieiiieinies oee 5¢ 3 1
Magazines, &C. «coovvviiiiiiiii 40 13 10
BIRATIE cvrveeereemeeesoeseesieses e 19 210
S UNATIES eee v eeenteiinen et et 1315 3
Interest on Overdraft ....cooieevinnnn... 014 5
Alterations to Library ......coooviiaas 10318 0

£7556 19 6

' Pr. £ s d £ s d
Puid by Corporationin 1894 460 &6 3
Less refunded to Corporation
by Trustees.......eecuenennn. 75 0 0
o —— 385 5 3
Government Grant-in-aid for 1894 ...... 200 0 0
Interest on Mortgage received by
Trustees ............ e . 9-0 0
Deposit with Contract for Alterations... 5 0 O
Sale of Gasalier...............oooioini 1 00
Balance— £ s d

Commercial Bank Over-
draft on General Account 2 2 1

Less Cash in hands of
Librarian .cceveevinnian.. 019 10
. 1 2 3
Commercial Bank Over-
draft: “ Repairs” Account
in respect of Alterations.. 78 12 0 '~
—_— 7414 3
£755 19 6

THE Tasmaniax Pusric Lanrary in Account with the Trustees—Period 1st April to
3lst December, 1894,

GENERAL ACCOUNT.

. ar. £ s d
Government Grant-in-aid for 1894 ...... 200, 0 0
Interest on Mortgage ..................... 90 0 O
Deposit with Contract for Alterations... & 0-0
Sale of Gasalier.....cc.covuvvevnviinennn... 1 000
Balance ovevvieeiiiiiii .. 1 2 3

€207 2 3

Rerairs Accouxr.

Br. £ s d.
Debit balance from last year...... ........ 34 1 3
Hobart Corporation :..eceveveeiinnnnn oo 75 0 0
Salaries— £ s d £ s.d
Librarian ..... 71 18 4
Ditto as Sec-
retary...... 13 0 0
84 18 4
Assistant...... 37 0 0
— 121 13 4
BOOKS «oeet ittt e cee e raaaas 2719 6
NEWSPRPLIS tevenrriarrrireseeriaaeaaennrans 18 7 6
Magazines ......oooeeviiiiiiiiiin, e 19 4 2
Cheque Book...coveueiiiiii 0 2 1
Interest on Overdraft.......ccvcevvvennnnnes 014 5
£297 2 3
Repairs, Alterations, &e.ovvvnennniniinil, £73 12 0

—a

Examined and certified to be correct.

J. W. ISRAEL, Auditor-General.
nd April, 1895.

Balance—Overdraft, Commercial Bank £73 12 0

ALFRED J. TAYLOR, Secretary.
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TASMANIAN PUBLIC LIBRARY.
" EXPENDITURE of the Hobart Corporation for the Year 1894,

£ s d
Y P8 LTy ) STy 0 . W 170 11 0O
ASSISIANT AITE0. . ceeieanett et et e e e s 75 0 O
Hallkeeper (cleansing Library)........ooccoiiiiiiinoeeee 20 0 O
7 T T T S TP 35 0 0
T U 7 5 6
T S UTATICE e e tne e cneeneeeneranaesteanees aatenrnsaesanen feeraereereneosaesennne naerns 410-0
BO0KS tevnttainnieantenieeeraareanetaanntaataateann et iaeear et raneeinbatanree eens 27 11 6
Papers.......occeinnnen. et a et e n e s aeeeen ettt i it etee rrerratearanenranaas 3515 7
MAGAZIIIES «e e evs et ieaee i et e e e et e e en e eeiueeaaeay sraeaans 21 9 8
BIAINE e enee cerieter e e e raeenses 19 210
Alterations 10 RIS it i e cie e teee e eeneans 30 v O
BUTLAITES et et iieareaeramietareeeererenseaneeasrestarasrasssastenncnnsranns ereeveneennas 13 13 2
£460 5 3*

* This amount includes the sum of £75 paid to the Corporation by the Trustees in aid of the Librarian’s salary.

J. T, STUMP, City Accountant.

SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT.

I~ September, 1894, the Trustees decided to reorganise the Library, with the view of making it
more useful to readers. Messrs. F. M. Young, C. M. Tenison, and J. B. Walker were appointed
a Committee for the purpose.

The Committee found the Library in a most unsatisfactory condition. Only some 5500 volumes
were accessible to readers, about 7000 volumes being in store-rooms, and practically inacecessible.
The Library was without any classification whatever. The condition of the books showed an entire
absence of proper measures for their preservation. There was a large namber of worthless works
and many duplicates. There was, moreover, no efficient supervision.

In order to remedy as far as possible this unsatisfactory state of things, the Trustees, with the
consent of the Municipal Council, arranged for extensive alterations of the Library-rooms. The
largest room, formerly used for Newspapers and Magazines, was fitted with shelves providing
accommodation for 9000 volumes. The remaining space was converted into two large rooms, one
for Newspapers, the other for Magazines.

These alterations have enabled the Trustees to effect a complete classification of the whole
Library, and to place within easy reach of readers about 10,500 volumes properly classified, in place
of 5500 volumes without any classification as heretofore.

By providing for the accommodation of the Librarian in the principal Library-room, some
supervision has been secured.

The alterations and the transference of the books to the new shelves were carried out under the
direction of the above-inentioned Committee of Trustees, who also themselves planned and
performed the work of classification. The larger share in these labours was undertaken by Mr. F.
M. Young, whose brother, Mr. Francis J. Young, also gave his valuable help. The time of these
iwo gentlemen was fully occupied by these works for some 7 or 8 weeks.

The alterations occupied altogether a period of three months from November, 1894, to
January, 1895, inclusive-—the Library being partially closed for about two—and they were effected
at a cost of £213, towards which the Municipal Council has made a special contribution of £100.

The, result has been a great increase of the value of the Library to readers, and the Trustees
can now fairly claim the support of the State to a properly organised National Library.

' J. W. AGNEW, Chairmaz.
Hobart, May Tth, 1895.

WILLIAM GRAHAME, JUN.,
GOVERNMENT PRINTER, TASMANIA.



