
,,, (No. i7.) 

190 0. 

PARLIAMENT OF TASMAN IA • 

. GREAT WESTERN· RAILWAY: 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

Presented to both Houses of Parliament by His Excellencis Command. 



(No. :17.) 

GREAT WESTERN R A·IL.W A Y. 

CO R·R ESP ON DENCE. 

1-Iolbroolt Place, Hoba1"t, 
15th Felmw1·y, 1900, 

SrR, 
IN the event of the Great Western Railway Company failing to begin the construction of 

the line in a sti-ightforward and bonafide manner by the 1st Augnst, the time prescribed by the 
latest Act of Parliament, I have to say I shall.be prepared, to undertake the construction and 
equipment,,of the railway, in accordance wi,th the provisions of the ·Great ·.Western Railway 
Acts, for the :lump sum of .£600,000, or £1,600,000 less,than the amount of the· combined share 
and debenture capital of' the company ; and that, in the• ,event iof, this o:ffe1'. being . accepted at 
any time within the current year, I will deposit with the Colonial Tr.easurer, ,through the Com
mercial Bank of Tasmania,,,the: sum 0£ £20;000-as a guarantee of good faith~this, being double 
the amount deposited by the: Syndicate. 

,All. the land concessions. ,and water-rights of the. moribund -company to revert to the 
Government. 

I ,have. the honour to .be, 
., Sir, 

·Your ·obedient servant, 

; R. C. FATTERSON,iJM, Inst, C.E. 
The 'Hon: :the P1'einier,, floba1"t. 

2nd .Marcli, 1900. 
Sm, 

. I HAVE the honour to acknowledge .t.he rec~ipt,of your .letter of. the 15th .. ultimo, in which 
you offer, in the event·of the Great \V e;;terri Railway Company failing to begin. the constl'llction 
of the line by the 1st August next, to undertake the constrnction and equipment of the railway 
for the sum of £600,000, and to deposit the sum of.. £~0,000 as a, guarantee .of good faith. 

. / . 

In reply, I have to inform you that, while' there is in existence a contrac't between t_he Colony. 
and the Great Western Railway Company for the construction 'of the 'i;ailway" from Glenora to 
the western mining fields, my Government is unable to consider any proposal from any other 
person or company for the construction of· the same line. 

I have, &c., 

R. C. PAT'rERSON, Esq., Holbrook Place, Hobw·t.· 
N. E. LEWIS, Premie1·. 

Srn, 
101,_ Macquarie-street, Hobart, 28th February, 1900. 

; illhe,Great'Westerrt• Railway. 
,' ~HEN t~e .. Deputation from ,the West Coast-Railway League waited upomthe Cabinet,on the 

26th mstant,. 1t ,vas,arrangedccthat_lVIr. Palmer shoulcl,1on behitlf, oLthose he.,represents, .place -in 
writing ithe. terms and conditions upon. which, it -is-1&uggestedi that.- 1the -Gove.rnment should ask 
Parliament. to give some ,financial -assistance ,t0.·the,.compa.ny·;. ;which•iwould,enable, ithem, to. ,under
~ake the im.portant wor~ of constructing and equippin~ a railwa! fi:om Gleuora to-..the·,Wes.t Go~stf 
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and should furnish you with an amended prospectus. showing the important alterations which the 
company are willing t? make therein as a.condition of obtaining: the financi~l as~istanc~ they 
require. We are now mstructed by Mr. Palmer to set forth all tlie important pomts m winch he, 

· on behalf of the Promoters, the Purchasing Company, and tbe Contractors (Messrs. Pauling- k. Co.) 
consents to alter the prospectus; and immediately the te1 ms suggested by Mr. Palmer, or some 
modification thereof, are accepted by the Cabinet, the heads of the .amended prospectus can be pnt 
into shape and handed to yon.· 

It is suggested that the Government should submit a Bill to Parliament whereby the Treasurer 
should be authorised to subscribe £200,000 towards the comtmctio11 of the railway; and by such 
Bill it might be provided th[tt the issue of debentures by the company is not to exceed £400,000, 
and that the £200,000 to be subscribed by the Treasurer should be secured by a mortgage ove1· the 
railway, plant, and equipment, in the same mode as the debentures are, and should bear the same 
rate of interest. This Bill might, of course, a~thorise the Treasurer to subscribe £200,000 to any 
company other than the Great Western Railwn.y and Electric Power Company, Limited, 
constructing· the said railway, but we may say at once, that if Parliament should decide to with
draw from the present company the concessions, or any part thereof, granted to them in- their 
original Act, and upon the f'ai~h of which the undertaking· was floated in London last year, we 
believe that the pl'esent company will be compelled to abandon the venture. 

If the Government obtain the authority of Parliament to subscribe the £200,000 upon the 
terms afoi:esaid, or upon such other terms as may be mutually agreed upon, Mr. Palmer undertakes 
tl)at the prospectus will be altered in the following particulars, and that the undermentioned 
concessions will be made by the company in order to secul'e to the Colony the construction of a 
substantial railway :-

1. The ordinary share capit11.l of the company will be reduced from 900,000 Shares of £ I 
each to _150,000 £] Shares .. The issue of 1st mortgage debentures of £100 each, 
bearing £5 pel' cent. interest, to be limited to £4U0,000 ; and these debentures, 
together with the £200,000 to be acquired by the company under an Act to be passed 
by the Parliament of Tasmania, shall be secured by 1st mortgage over the proposed 
railway, its plant, and equipment. 

2. All reference to Mr. A. W. Lawder's Report to be struck out of the prospectus. 
3. The company will consent to the repeal of the Clause added to Section . J 5 of their 

original Act by Section 3 of" The Great Western Railway and Electric Ore-reduction 
Act, No. 3," provided that you obtain leg·islative sanction for the company, notwith
standing anything to the contrary contained in their original Act or the Amendments 
thereof, to cpnstruct a railway as efficient and substantial in the matter of curves and 
grades, and other particulars, as the Scottsdale Railway of Tasmania (the Minister of 
Railways to supply the company with a linen tracing from the plans of the Scottsdale 
line, showing its nature). 

4, N ot_withstanding· anything· contained in the company's uriginal Act,· the weight of the 
rails is to be 60lbs. to the yard, instead of 43 lbs.; and the ballast, 1760 cubic. yards to 

· the mile, instead of 1330 yards-that is to say 22 yards to the chain. 
5. All concessions, except the railway itself, are to be eliminated from the prospectus, but 

the Promoters and the Purcliasing Company are to be at liberty to re-float the 1:est of 
the .concessions into a Concession Development Company or Companies, at thefr 
discretion, and the profits, proceeds, and shares therein are to be apportioned as they 
may mutually agree. 

_ We believe that we have now. dealt with every promise made by Mr. Palmer when accom-
panying the deputation of the 26th instant, and with every point you mentioned as being material, 
and we shall esteem it a favour if you will give us a reply to the proposal hel'ein contained in the 
course of to-morrow. 

We have, &c., 

1. he Bonourabli N. E. LEWIS, Premier. 

· The Great We.stern Railway Company. 

HENRY DOBSON. 

RUSSELL YOUNG. 

6tlt March, 1900. 

I- HAVE the honour to a~knowledg·e the :receipt of your letter ~f the 28th ultimo, in which 
you under instructions from Mr. Palmer, who represents the Promoters, the Purchasing· Company, 
and Messrs. Paultng· & Co., sPt forth certain proposed alterations in the Great Vi7 estern Railway 
Company's prospectus, and certain sug·gested modifications in the terms under which the railwa.y 
can be constructed. . · · 
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Your letter has received the. carefnl attention of my Cabinet, and we are now pr~parec1 to 
submit for the com,ic1eration of y0ur client cedain prnposals which we consider fair and reasonable 
both to the Colony and the Great \Vesteru Rail,,0 a}' Comp:my. The:ie prnpos:ils a,t·c, of comse, 
subject ·to the approval of Parliament, ancl may, without going into tumecessat·y detail, be shortly 
summarised as follows:-

1. The Government will be reacly to recomme11cl to Parliament the appropriation of tlrn si1m 
of £200,000 for the purpose of continuing the D,:wwent Valley Railwa_,y from Glenora towards 
the West Coast for so many miles as ·1 railway can be constructed for such sum. The western 
terminus of such railway to be situatell in a position where it can· conveniently junction with the 
railway to be constructed hy the company, :-i,ncl the company's route :-i,s :-i,lre:-i,cly surveyed to be 
followed :-i,s far as m:-i,y be found prncticable and desirnble. 

2. This section of the line will be constructed by the Government upon the specification 
contained in the Schedule to the company's acts substituting sixty-pound rails for forty--:;hree
pound rails, and providing for the ballast to be 1760 cubic ya,rds .to the mile instead of 1330 yards. 

, 3. The Govemment will lease fur the term of the prinrn.ry lease this section of the line to tl;t~ 
company for £7000 (seven thousand pounds) per ::umum-that is, 3½ per cent. upon the capitalto 
be expended. This will be a reduction of l½ per cent upon the amount now offered by the 
company as interest upon the debentures which the Government has been askecl to take up. . . 

4. The lease will contain provisions for the proper maintenance of the line, for the termina
tion of the lease in the event of the purchase or forfeiture of the balance of the line to be 
constructed by the company, ancl snch other provisions and covenants as may be founcl nece;;sary. 

5. The ·company to give a satisfactory guarantee that it will construct the balance of the 
line upon the terms of its Acts (substitnting the heavier rai~s and increased ballast above-men
tioned, and eliminating the Clause rela_ting to curves and grades passed last Session) concurrently 
with the portion to be constructed by the Government. · 

6. vVork to be commenced by the Govemment from Glenora and by the company from the 
vicinity of Zeehan and Gormanston within a certain specified time. (say six months) from the 
passing of the Act authorising the construction of the Government section, and both _portions to 
be proceeded with in a bona .fide manner simultaneously. The Government will support an 
application for a reasonable extension of the time within which the company is compelled to 
commence the co11struction of its line, if such should be found necessary, and if these terms be 
accepted. The lease will bear date a:;; of the clay when the Government section is ready for traffic: 

7. The company to retain all the consessions already acq nired. 
8. The Government will pay 0.11t of the sum of £200,000 the actual cost of any survey~ 

already made by the company for so many miles from Glenora, a:; shall be equal to the section 
to be constructed by the Government, and also for all construction work already completed by 

· the company upon such section. In the event of any difference regarding such ·actm.J co_st 
recourse to be had, if necessary, to arbitration. 

These proposals will, if accepted by the co1.1aipany and Parliament, g1ve all the financial 
assistance asked by the company, will require ai1 annual paym_ent by the company of £3000 less 
than has been offered, and will be free from many of the objections 1,·hich can be raised to the 
proposals submitted by the company. _· _ . 

I shall be glad to have an early reply to this letter, as upon itcceptance, there will be many 
details to be settled, and these may occupy a considerable time. A further reason• is, that the 
Government cam10t submit these proposals to Parliament until assured that the parties 

. represented by your client will be prep:ired to undertake the_ construction of the railway upon 
the l'evised terms herein set forth. 

I have, &c., 
N. E. LEWIS. 

Mesn·s. HENRY DonsoN and RUSSELL YOUNG, Ilobart. 

101, Macquarie-street, Hoba1·t, 16th J.lfarch, 1900. 
SIR, 

. Re Great Western Railway. 
YouR letter of the 6th instant came duly to ha.nd,' and has been carefully considered by our elients 

and the Railway League, all of whom consider the proposals therein contained as evidencing a bona 
fide desire on the part of the Government to ren<ler financial aid to this undertaking·._ The financial 
arrangements in L◊ndon, and the terms given to l\1essrs. Pauling· & Co_ .. before they signed the 
contrnct for thP. construction of the railway, were adjusted after tuany months of neg·otiations and 
an infinity of trouble, and om· _clients instrnct us to urge upon the Cabinet the necessity of advising 
farliament to contl'ib1~te tpe ;('.200,0IJ0 in such shape-as wpl require as little interference as possible 
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,vith the comp:tny's arrnng·ements alrca,cly conclndccl in London Under these circmnst:wces, we 
have the honour to s11brnit for yonr favourable consideratiou the frllowing modifica,tio11 of the pro
po,mls cont.:tined in yonr ktt,er now under reply:-

1. \Ve enclose extract from·,t letter (lated 1st 11\timo, from .i\-J1·. ;Jolm Brnnlecs, the c11gi11ecr 
fJr the dehentme-holrlcrs and the l'mchasing Company in Lom: .n, from which you will sec 
that :i\fr. Bnmlecs confirms the opinion ,vc have so often expr ,·.,~ed to yon, ·viY-.-'Ihat the 
£200,000, which it is proposed the Governinent shoul<l cont1·ibntc, ' .houlcl have no preferential 
rights over the other debcntm·e-l1olclcrs." ,v e shall be gfad, therefore, if you will consent to the 
£7000 a year rent, to be paicl by the company under the lease of thi, 5ection of the railw:ty which 
the Government propose to constrnct, taking no.priority over the clelientlll'e-holders, and if yo11 
will accept for rent such rnte of interest on the £200,000 as is eqnivalent to the rate of interest
not exceeding 3½ per cent.-which the debenture-holders may receive on their debentures. 

2. It i,, desirable not to· give the Contractors :.i1y reasonable excuse ·for withdrawing from 
their C:)ntrnct, 11ml you will readily 1111clerstand thn,t complications and disputes mtiy arise if the 
compiu_y hn,s to ask the ContL-actors to give up the constnwtion of the eastern portion of the 
line, which they may regard as being the easiest sectio1i to construct, tind to make :in equivalent 
reduction in their eontr:wt price. It is considered tlrnt it will entail a very large extra outlay 
upon the Contractors if they are compelled to commence constmction from the vicinity both of 
Zeehan·aud Gomianston simultaneo·usly with the commencement of the construction of the line 
at Glenorn. · Both the difficulties stated in this paragrnph :ire considernble, and in order to 
remove them upon tel'ms fair to the Government and our clients, we propose, at the suggestion 
oL the Rai\w,Ly League, that the Contractor;; ( Mes;;rs. Pn,uling. aml Co.) should be 11llowed to 
proceed with the constmction of the whole railway (including the Government section) in their 
own way, ancl at ~uch places as they think desirnble; and that the Government should make 
progressive :payments to the Contracto'rs to the extent of 20 per cc11t. of the cost of construction, 
as the work proceeds, up ·to the limit of £200,000. The cost of construction will, of course, lrn.ve 
to include the -Contractors' profit, aud as the schedule· of prices attached to the contract includes 
such profit, Mt·. Palmer his cabled to Mr. Bmulees, of London, abking him to send the schedule 
of prices, so that you and your experts may lELl'e the information required to ascerta,in the cost 
of construction. Unde1· this pro~ostil the Contrnetors will have to spend £4 of their own money 
for every £ l received from the C:i-overnment, and will practically have to carry 011t the whole of 
thefr contract before they will be. entitled to receive from the Government the l:tst payments on 
account of the £200,000. 

3. The comptiny's engineer will, of course, have the power to require the Contrnctor.5 to 
construct the railway in accordance with the contract; and any altera.tions thereof, which, as the 
result of the negotiations now pending, may be agreed to by all parties, and in orG1er to protect 
the Colony, we suggest that the Minister should appoint an engineer with powet· to act with· the 
company's engineer in requiring the Contractors to fulfil their contrnct obligations, :incl give to 
tlie Colony a line equal in all resptcts to the Scottsdale Railway. In case of disputes between 
the engineers and the Contractqrs' engineer, all such disputes to be referred · to an umpire \Yho 
might be appointed by the Minister, the Company, n,nd the Contl':tctors before the constmction 
of the railway is recommenced. 

4. If the altcratioi1s of your proposals here suggested, or some modification thereof, ·are 
agreed to by the Cabinet, our clients would of course consent to any legislative action, or execute 
any deeds which may be requil'Cd, to vest in the Minister of Lands the Government section of 
the railw:ty, and such section could then be let to the company in terms of your lettet· of 6th 
instant. \.Vhcn the whole line is finished, it will then Le easy for the engineers of the three pa,rties 
interested to :1scerta,in the exact section which the contribntion of the ·Govemment had enabled 
the Contractors to construct; and in case of any ctifference, such cli/forence sho11lcl be referred to 
the umpire before mentioned, £or his decision. Our clients have· no objection t,o the lease 
containing provisions for the pi·opcr maintenance of the line, and fo1· the termination of the lease 
in the event of the purchase or forfeiture of the b:tlanc·e of the- railway, as mentioned in the 4th 
clause of your letter, but all other pl'Ovisions and covenants which the Government 111[1,Y think it 
necessary the. lease should contain, should be intimated to us at an early date, and thus avoid 
disputes at the last moment. 

-We-have, -&c., 

The Honourable N. E. LEWIS, Premier. 

HENRY DOBSON. 
RUSSELL YOUNG. 

P .S.-The 4 7th Section of the Promoters'.Act requires that all their accounts for construction 
of railway shall be subject to the provisions of "The And it Act, 1888,'' a11cl that the Supervising 
Officer of the Government slrnll certify iill vouchers for expenditure. This is a prnctical re.ison 
w_hy the &ection of railway to belong to the Government should be ascert:1ined after the expen
c11ture has been incuned. Cop,Y of Mr. J>almer's 9ablc to Mr, Brnnlecs accompanies this lettyr, 



(No. 11.) 

(COPY.) 
ExT1iAcT from letter from John Brunlees, Engineer for · debenture-holders and company, elated 

February 1st, 1900.; · 

" Money is down again to 4 p~r cent., so that with a favourable turn in South Africa and 
_Government guarantee, or Government assistance to the extent of £200,000, or any method by 
which the Government show their bonil.fides, the thing can be done. If the Government take up 
£200,000 of debentures they should have no preferential rights ovei· the other debenture-holders." 

I hereby certify that the above extract.from Mr. Brunlees' letter, is a true and correct extract 
from his correspondence bearing on the proposed Government money assistance to the company, 
and the possibility of immediate action on the part of the co~pany towards construction. 

W. HARCOURT PALMER 
March 10, 1900. 

fVitnes6.--G. P.' FITZGERALD. 

(CoPY.) 
REUTER'S Telegram Company. 

13th March, 1900; 

From W.- HARCOURT PALMER, Hobw·t. · To· JOHN BRUN LEES, London. 

GovERNlVIEN'l'. will subscribe £200;000 for construction· of railway, subject their approval 
Schedule of prices, cable full instructions immediately, or send Schedule. 

Sm,· 

DOBSON, M.1:TCHELL, & ALLPOR'l', Hobart. 

101, Macq1'ta1·ie-street Hobart, 16th March, 1900, 

Re Great Western Railway. 

REUTER's agent has just furnished us, at Mh Palnier'.s request, with the foilowing cable; 
which Mi;.· Palmer has just ·received· in· •Melbourne from ·Mr. -John' Brimle·es :___:__ 

"As work ·m~st' b<f commenced· August should.' suggest· that Government instruct ·Fysh 
reporVby cabl'e fair1rnss· contract an:d schedule with the aRsistance of engineer say Sfr. , .... Baker 
Schedule posted/' 

. We .have, .&c., 

DOBSON,, MJTGHELL,.&.:ALLPO-RT,, .Bobant, ·· 
The Hon. N. E. LEwrs,'_ P1·emier. 

-2lst-,March,•, 1900. 
G'EN'r.LEl\fEN( 
. · I' AM/ dii·ectedi bjn the: \Ei'onol'l-rable, the i>temier to acknowledge ·the receipt o:£, 1 you'r letter "Of 

the"l6th instant, re the Great Western Railway, and to inform you that tlie-·same·•will:1.·eceive· 
careful consideratioi1 by this Governru-ent;;. I have the honour also to request you to be good 
enough-fo• fumish the Honourable the Premier, as early as possible, with a copy of the contract 
for constructing the railway by _Messrs. Pauling & Comr>ii,ny.: . · 

I have, &c., 

GEO. STEW ARD, Secretary to the Premier. 
Mess1's. H. DOBSON, and RusSEL'i YOUNG, H.bart. 

Go'py, TEiiEGRAlVI. 

Lond-On, 27th March, W. HARCOURT· ,PALMER,"· 
Received in Hobart, 28th. March, ·1900. 

(Sa'bl·icuin'} .. 
PLEAS:ID reply by.telegraph to my last cable will 1Govermnent.agree 'to sug'gestion {£·· this· 1s 

done··at all it must be don·e quickly if' decision satifactory am sanguine of ultimate, success. 

Signed. JOHN BRUNLEES. 

Tms q9py of. telegram handed to ~10 by M1·. Hen~·y Dobson. 

N. E. LEWIS~ 
4.-4. 1.900,· 
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Mm,rnRANDUM for the Honourable the Minister of Railways .. 

CoPY of the contrnct under which _Pauling· and Company, Limited, undertake to construct the 
Great 'iVestern Rail way is sent herewith for your perusal in connection with a copv of letter dated 
16th instant, received by me from Messrs. Dobson and Young. • 

If we are to take over portion of the railway at the Glenora end after it has been constructed 
by Pauling and Company, Limited, it is essential that we satisfy ourselves that the line, when so 
constructed, is in every way a substantial one. I therefore suggest that the contract be submitted 
by you to the railway authorities, anc\ that they be rP-questecl to report fully upon it. 

I observe that in clause 1 of the contract the company is to g·ive to the Contractors notice to 
proceed with the co11struction of the railway not later than the 1st August last. Clause 6 provides 
that such eurves of not less than five chains radius, and such gradients not steeper than l in 40, 
shall be used as will enable the earthworks and masonry to be of as small a quantity and light a 
character as possible,· compatible with the efficient construction of the railway. On page 19 

- similar words are found, "to ensure a line of railway which shall be eapable of efficiently carrying 
traffic at a speed of 15 miles per hom·, the intention being that the railway shall be of as light a 
nature as possible as to its earthworks, bridges, and culverts.'' 

As soon as the suggested report is obtained from the railway authorities, the letter of Messrs. 
Dobson and Young· will be considered in Cabinet, and a reply to that letter drafted. 

8ms, 

N. E. LEWIS, Premier. 
27. 3. 1900. 

28tli March, 1900. 

REFERRING to your letter of the 16th instant, in which you say that it is very desirable not to 
give the Contractors any reasonable excuse for withdrawing· from their contract, I have the honour 
to draw your attention to the first paragraph· of the contract ( obtained froni Mr. Guesdun by the 
Honourable the Treasurnr, and handed by him to me), in which these words appear-" Within two 
months from the date of the incorporation of the company, not being later than the l st August, 
1899, the company shall gi\re notice to the Contractors to proceed with the works, &c.'' 

As the date within which the notice is to be given has long since past, I wish to learn from 
you whether any extension of time has been obtained from the Contractors, and whether the con
tract is still binding on Pauling and Company, Limited. 

You will understand that this is merely a preliminary inquiry, and is intended to clear the 
way for a full reply to your letter, which will be sent as soon as a report upon the contract has been 
obtained from our railway authorities, and the matter has bee11 considered in the light of such 
report by the Cabinet. · 

I have, &c., 
N. E. LEWIS. 

Mess1·s. HENRY DonsoN and RussELL YouNG, Solicitors, Hobart. 

Stn, 
IOI, Macquarie-street, Hobart, 29tll Marcil, 1900. 

Re Great Western Railway. 
'\Ve have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of yesterday's date. Mr. Palmer 

has always informed us that the time for commencing construction of the railway has ben extended 
to 1st Aug·ust next, and that Messrs. Pauling & Co. were bound to fulfil their contract if asked to 
proceed with the work at any time prior to that <late. We, however, sent Mr. Palmer a copy of 
your letter, and now forward herewith his reply, which we trust will be satisfactory. 

We have, &c., 

Tl,e Htin. N. E. LEWIS, Premi,r. 

HENRY DOBSON, 
RUSSELL YOUNG, 
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New Norfolll, 29th March, 1900. 
DEAR Srns, 

IN answer to the Premier's letter of yesterday, Mess,rs. Pauling· and Co. have agreed to 
exfend the time for starting work under their contraet, which holds-good to 1st August, 1900. 

Yours truly, 
W. HARCOURT PALMER. 

Messrs. DOBSON, MITCHELL, and ALLPORT. 

MEMO. 
DoBSON has just telephoned asking me to apolog·ise for him for not writing to you as promi3ed 

on the Great Western Railway. He asks that you should fully formulate the Government 
proposal in reference to their offer (sul~ject to the approval of Parliament) to construct £200,000 
worth of the railway. He suggests that the, terms should be explicit as to the contract between 
Messrs, Pauling and Co. and the English Company, that is, as to whether your engineer's r"port 
thereon will justify you in accepting that contract as sufficiEp1t to comply with the schedule of t,he 
specifications under the Great Western Railway Act. Again, will.you resconsider the question of 
curves and grades with the view of adopting a suggestion I made through Mr. Bird, viz., that 
these should be in the joint discretion of the Engineer-in-Chief and Mr. John Bnmlees, the 
engineer of the Company, with provision for arbitration in event of dispute; that something 
definite should be em bodied in your proposals as to the_ Company's running powers tJver the 
Government line from Glenora, and as to the rates of freight for the enormous amount of material 
for construction that will require to be carried either iiia Glenora or Strahan. He say:-, whatever 
your decision on these points may be, yvill you formulate the Government's final decision'l in such 
a form that they may be at once embodied in a Bill to present to Parliament? 

, , 

WILLIAM A. GUESDON. 

DEAR SIR, 
Hobart, I Ith April, 1900. 

Re Great Western Railway. 
I SUBMIT the following for your consideration :-

That the Government should not claim interest upon progress payments made during con
struction. In cases of railway construction by the Colony, there would be no question of inte:-est 
on such pa,yments, except indirectly, by way of penalties for non-fulfilment of contract within 
specified time. Provision is made for such in Pauling· and Co.'s contract and the Government 
might therefore waive the item of interest on prog1·ess payments. ' 

In presenting· the measure to Parliament, you may consider whether this proposal might not 
_ strengthen the hands of Ministers. _ _ _ -

That the alternate blocks of land through which -the railway will pass should not be alienated, 
but should be leased, on such terms a5 the Governm'ent might decide, for agricultural, pastoral, or 
mining purposes, and the income derived therefrom should be vested in a special acconnt, to form a 
,,inking fund to pay the £200,000 capital cost of construction, and to providP- for the eventual 
purchase of the company's portion of the line, in terms of the Act. The leases could be in 
perpetuity, with provision for periodical re-assessment, as the land increased in value through public 
expenditure; for compensation for improvements, to- be made to out-going by in-cQming lessees; 
for the right, under specified regulations, to apply for mining leases on any of the leaseholds, and 
thus initiate, in a practically new province, a quasi Mining on Private Property Act, as adopted by 
other Australian colonies. · -

The land is now valueless, and will remain so until railway construction creates a value. 
·The line, therefore, whethei; constructed partly or wholly by the Colony, should be credited with 
the revenue derived through such created value . 

. I trust you will nndersta_nd that any sugg·estion I may offer is made in a friendly spirit, but 
railway communication between the capital and the western mining field, together with tlrn 
development of the valuable mineral country Qetween the Humboldt and Lyell, are matters of the 

· most vital importance to the i•nterests of Southern Tasmania, and the bulk of the Southern repre
sentatives are pulilicly pledged to secure such railway communication, either through the Syndicate 
or the Government. -

Yours faithfully, 

WIL~IAM A, GUESDON, 
'Pi~ Hon. ~- STAFFORD Bw~, 
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Tasmania.n Government Railways. 

General JJfanager's O.ffice, Hobart, I 1 t/1. April, 1900. 

MEMORANDUM for Hon .. Ministm· for Railways. 

Great ,v-estern Railway. 

As dire<'.ted, I have the honom· to submit a report, first, on the proposed contract aud speci
fication, and, secondly, upon the letter of Messrs. Henry Dobson and Russell Yonng·, addressed to 
the Hon. the Premier, and bearing date 16th March. 

With regard to the contract and specification, these must be read with the Acts, and with the 
specification which is the Schedule to the original Act, GO Victorire. 

Section 6 of the contract reads as follows :-
" The Railway shall be .constmcted ancl equipped and all other works· to be done he1;eunder shall be 

ex:ecuted in accordance with the Act of Parliament as varied by the specification scheduled hereto and in 
accordance with this contract and the said specification and to the reasonable approval of the Chief 
Engineer and the Government Engineer. It being agreed that such curves of not less than five chains 
radius and such p:radients not steeper than 1 in 4-0 shall. be used as will enable the earthworks and masonry 
to be of as small a quantity and light a character as possible compatible with the efficient construction <,f 
the Railway." 

I think the provisions of this Section are ultra vires, except in so far as alteration is permitted 
in the matter of minimum curves and maximum grades. See Section 3 of 63 Viet., the amending 
Act to the Great "VVestern Railway Company's Act. 

Section 9 of the contract prnvides that the Promoters may, with the approval of the Chief 
Engineer, locate the railw~y so as to follow the shortest possible route between the termi11i 
mentioned in the A et of Parliament, provided the principal centres of traffic are intel'cepted by the 
railway, and may from time to time make any deviations or alterations which tliey (Contrnctors?i 
may think necessary or expedient. In this case it is cle11,r that the "Chief Engineer" means the 
Chief Engineer to the Contractors. The Act provides (see Section 17 of Act 60 Viet.) that " The 
Promoters shall, befo1·e commencing to construct the Railway, deposit with the Minister a copy of 
the working plan and sections of the Railway, showing· the route of'such Railway ,;:, ,,:, ,x, 
And the l\'.Iinister may require such alterations as he thinks necessary to be made in such pla·n and 
section as aforesaid." Section 18 pl'Ovides that "The Promoters may from time to time dm·ing· the 
constrnction of the said lfapway make such alterations in the plans, sections, and specifications 
thereof deposited with the Minister as aforesaid as the Mini1,ter may from tjme to time approve." 

It is quite clear then, I tbink, that.the proposals contained in Section 9 of the contract are not 
in conformity with the Act of Parliament. 

Section 15 of the comract does not seem to be in conformity with Section 26 of the original 
A.et. 

When_ I had the honour on a previous occasion to-report, by direction, on a proposal to :unend 
the original Act to give the company power to put in the minimum curves and the maximum 
grades at their pleasure, I pointed out that such an alteration in the orig·inal Act and specifications 
,rnuld mean that instead of having a line similar to the Government lines-or inore particularly, 
~e will say, the Scottsdale line-as it has been mentioned by the Prnmoters or those co11-
nected with them-the country would have simply a cheap surface line-in fact, a line, fron1 a. 
traffic point of view, of an inferior character. The views I expressed in my report to you have 
been fully borne out. Viele Section 6 of. the contract, which contains the following:-" It being 
agreed that such curves of not _less than five cha.ins radius, and such gradients not steeper 
than I in 40 shall be used as will enable the earthworks and masonry to be of as small a quantity 
and light a character as possible compatible with the efficient constrnction of the railway"; a11d 
this is reiterated at page 20 of the specification. . 

On the whole, it will be seen that the contract is not in terms of the Act and the amendi11g 
Act. Moreover, the specifications attached to the contract are not the specifications which Parlia
ment ve1·y wisely provided should be the specifications under the Act, Neither the contract nur 
the specifications would be accepted in the constrnction bf a Government railway, and I am of 
opinion that the Promoters should be held strictly to the provisions of the Act of Parliament, am! 
the specifications which is the Schedule to the Ol'iginal Act. 

I now turn t9 the letter of Messrs. Henry Dobson and Russell Young, above refened to. 
-The proposals contained in this letter, taken in thei1· entirety, appear to me to stiggest setting aside 
the Act;: of Parliament, and the specifications provided under the Acts, and it seems donbtful 
whethe1·, taken as a whole, the Ministe1· has power to comply with the requests, 
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Paragraph 1 in the letter under re_ference seems rather a matter for legal advice. It certainly 
appears that if the Government have no rights over other debenture-holders their security will be 
doubtful. 

Paragraph 2. This contains a very reasonable contention that it will entail a large extra 
outlay upon the Contractors if they are to commence construction from the vicinity of Zeeb an and 
Gormanston simultaneously with the commencement of the construction of the line from Glenora, 
and this matte1· is deserving of the consideration of the Government. 

'l'he proposal that the Government should contribute 20 per cent. up to £200,000 of the cost· 
of construction of each mile of railway seems to me one which the Government should_ not enter
tain. In the first place, it would make the Government a partner in the transaC\tion, which, for 
obvious reasons, is undesirable; and, secondly, I fail to see what security the Government would 
have, unless they took a first mortgage over the whole undertaking. This, from the tenor of the 
letter under review, I do not think would be acceptable to the Promoters. 

If the Government is .desirous of assisting the Promoters, the best and safest way in the 
ii1te1·ests of the country of rendering such assistance would be to construct the first portion of the 
line. The contract assumes that the length ,of the line will be 160 miles, and the amount set down 
for payment to the Contractors for the construction of the whole of the line, with 'their profits, is 
£1,019,500, provided fo1· as follows :-Cash, £557,500; preferential shares, £::162,000; ordinary 
shares, £100,000. Now, deduct from the total.sum the amount set down for the erection of work
shops ar.d the purchase of rolling-stock, and we have the sum of £5809 as the cost of construction 
per mile, with Contractors' profits. Therefore, on this basis, £200,000 would construct 34·429 
miles of railway. 

Assuming that the Government is desirous of rendering the company assistance to the extent 
of £200,000, the Government mig,ht construct as much of the railway as that sum would pay for 
by contract or day-labour, under the specifications of The Great Western Railway Act, No. 60 
Viet., and certainly eliminating· the new section permitting the Promoters to ·use the minimum 
curves and the maximum grades as often as they may de;;ire-that is to say, 4th paragraph of 
Section 3 of 63 Viet., The Great Western Railway Amendment Act. 

Messrs. Dobson and Young· state that the Contractors consider the section from Glenora as 
being the easiest section to construct. As an alternative, it may be worth considering a proposal to 
offer Messrs. Pauling and Company a ,:;ontract to construct the first 34 miles, or thereabouts, from 
Glenora, at· the average mileage cost of their contract, namely, £5809; but, if such a course be 
adopted, it will be necessary to adhere rigidly to the Government specifications, specifying the rail3, 
ballast, and sleepers provided in Messre. Pauling's contract, and for a contract to be drawn up 
under such terms and conditions as are customary when letting· a contract for a Government rail
way, including such rights on the part of the Govemment in the matter of inspection, progTess 
payments, and all other necessary details. 

FRED. BACK, General Manaqer. 

Minister's Offece, Department of Lands and Works, l9tli April, 1900. 
Srns, 

IN further reply to your letter of the 16th ultimo, which has been the subject of careful 
C\onsideratioi+ by Ministers, 1 have now the honour to convey to yon the result of their deliberatiom . 

. Your proposal that the Government should accept for rent such rate of interest on the 
£200,000 as is equivalent to the rate of interest ( not exceeding 3½ per cent.) which the debentures 
holders may receive on their debentures, is open to the objection that by acceding thereto we should 
become identified with the iuterests of the debeilture-holders in a way which we are determined to 
avoid. 

With reg·ard to the ot_her sug·gestions contained in your letter, the Government hav8 decided 
that they must adhere to the proposals set out in my letter to you of the 6th ultimo. 

. But inasmuch as the Government recognise that a difficulty may arise with regard to lVIessrs. 
Pauling and Co.'s contract to construct the whole line, they would be willing to consider an offer 
from Messrs. Pauling and Co. to construct, for the Government, in the terms set out in par. 2 of my 
letter to you of the 6th ultimo, and to the satisfaction of the Government Engineer, the port.ion of 
the line-abont 35 miles-commencing at Glenora, for which they are willing· to p·ay the sum of 
£200,000. . 

l t is to be clearly understood that the proposals are made subject to the approval of Parliament. 

_I have, &c., 
GEO. COLLINS, for the Premier, 

Messrs. HENRY DonsoN and Russ.ELL Y ouNG, Hobart, 
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Tasmanian Government Railwa.11s, 
Engineers' Office, Hobart, 20th April, 1900. 

MEMO RAND UM for the Hon. the Minister of Lands and Works. 

Great Western Railway.-Works Con tract. 
I HAYE carefully examined the " Works Contract" of the Great W estem Hail way Company 

an<l _I have the honour to submit the following remarks for your consideration :-
. Clause 6.-In this Clause the Act of Parliament is practically set aside by the words "as varied 
by the specification attached hereto," and the action of Parliament is limited to 1 he reasonable 
a1:iproval of the Government Engineer. This is followed by a direct instruction to the Contractor to 
make the line of as light a character as possible "compatible with the efficient construction of the 
Railway." A very open definition. 

Clause 8.-'l'he engineer is practically made part and parcel of the contract. 1st, Mr. Brunlees, 
2nd, an engineer· appointed with the consent of the contractors. 3rd, failing these, an engineer 
nominated by the President of the Institution of Qivil Engineers-a somewhat unlikely contingency'. 

Clause 9.-The Government cannot be a party to Clause 9 without delegating· the authority of 
the Minister to the Company's engineer, which would be contrary to the Act of Parliament. 

Clause 11.- 'l'his clause is subject to the provisions of Clause 9, and thei'efore cannot be 
approved. 

Clause 15.--'l'his clause is not in accordance with the Act, which only p·ermits of permanent 
opening·, whether in sections or final. (See Part V., Sect. 26, 60 Viet.) 

Clause 18 (a).-Contractors are to receive first payment upou notice to comme1rne work ot 
£60,000 cash for preliminary expenses incurred by them. What are these expenses? ls it 
proposed that the Government should contribute to this payment? 

,vhy, the money is enough, fi:om an ordinary contractor's poirit of view, with progress payments 
as provided, to finance the whole Job. . · 

Clause 35.-Will the Government, if it takes an interest in this contract, share these liabilities? 

General Specification.- Work included in the contract. 
It is evidently intended that the railway shall be as light and cheap a line as possible, and we 

<ret here an interpretation of Clause 6, previously referred to in- " Works Contract," that an 
~fficiently con~tructed line under this specification shall mean a line "capable of efficiently carrying· 
traffic at a speed of 15 miles an hour." · 

Part V., Sect. 16, 60 Viet., says th.e railway shall be constructed in a "substantial maunel' 
fit for the carriage of vehicles at a rate of not less than Fifteen miles per hour with a load of not 
Jes;; than Eight tons upon each axle of every vehicle." These somewhat general terms are further 
detlned in Sections 15, 17, 18, and 19, which must be read together with Section 16, and clearly 
specified and defined in the "schedule" which foi·ms pa1:t of the Act. The amendment of 
Section 15 by the amending Act of_ 6(! Viet. has, I regret to say, given the Promoters a right to 
adapt the interpretation of this contract. It is now stated that·they purpose giving a line equal to 
the Scottsdale line. What guarantee is there of this ? 

Ballast. 
Sand ballast is specified. We do. not specify sand ballast fo1· our lines, and it is contrary to 

the Act. 
Rails and Fastenings. 

It is here specified that the rails and fastenings are to be as designed by the company's 
eno-ineer. This is contrary to the Act, which says the rails and fastenings shall be of the section 
and pattern used by the Government · 

Concrete. 
Concrete woi·k, for which material is so generally suitable in this Colony, is omitted from the 

contract altogether. · 
The Govemment Specification. 

The " Government specification " should be attached to, or form part of the contract, and 
when any difference in specification arises, the Act and the '' Government specification," of which 
it is a part, .~lwuld rule. 

General. 
It seems to me to be impossible for the Government to take an interest in this contrnct in any 

form as it at present stands. 
I have. &c., 

JOHN lVI. McCORMICK, Engineer ~f Existing Lines. 

(Forwarded through F. BACK, Esq., Genernl Manager.) 

:Messrs. Pauling'.s contract and _Hon. the Premier's memo. returned he1·ewith . 
. F.B:; 

Ron. t!te Minister. 20/4/1900. 
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101, Macq_uarie-street, Hobart, 26th April,-1900. 

Srn, 
Re Great Western Railway. 

WE have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter 
the Chief Secretary in your absence. 

of 19th inst., signed by the Hon. 

The purport of your letter was cabled by Mr. Palmer to }\'lr. John Brunlees, of London, who 
is acting as Engineer there for the new company and for the financiers, on the 21st instant, in the 
following terms :-

" Best terms from Govemment are that they will construct Glenora portion railway to 
extent £200,000 through Pauling on his contract and specifications Act; we paying 
£7000 rental. No interest during cons;;ruction. Will this do?" 

Mr. Palmer yesterday received the following reply from M1·. Brunlees, dated 24th instant:
" Approve terms telegram twenty-first, increased cost of rails allowing <leductioa uncle'.' 

present conditions must increase contract about £30,000." 

We regret to say that the increased cost of rails · ~nd fastening·s siuce Pauling and Co. sig·ned 
the contract amounts to about £55,000, and tbe £30,000 mentioned in Mr. Brun1ees' cable is 
arrived at after giving credit for tbe saving in interest <luring construction of the railway upon the 
£200,000 to be contributed by the Government, and the underwriting expenses on the same sum. 

From lett~rs receiv'ed by Mr. Palmer fr~m London by to-day's mail we notice that the 
Contractors are relying upon the Act passed last Session in reforeuce _to curves and grades. If, 
therefore, the benefit of this Act is to be given up, it can only be done upon the terms offered by 
Mr. Palmer, namely-that the Scottsdale Railway be taken as the standard for curves and grades 
to be used in the construction of this railway. Should any dispute arise between the Colo11y's 
Engineer and the Contractor's Engineer in reference thereto, the same can very easily be disposed 
of by appointing an Engi11eer beforehand to settle all such disputes. 

In view of the additional expenditure which will be thrown upon the Promoters, owing to the 
increased cost of rails and fastenings, we a1·e instmcted by the Board in Adelaide, to ask that the 
Government deal liberally with the 11ew company in reference to running powers over the 
Government line to Glenora, and the carriage of the enormous amount· of traffic-both passenger3 
and goods-which the Government railway will carry for the company between Hobart and 
Glenora As to the' running powers it is suggested that the Government might very fairly agree 
to accept their. mileage proportion at the same rate which the company charges for passengers and 
goods between H·obart and the West Coast, and vice versa. In reference to the cost of the heavy 
traffic between Hobart and Glenora during the construdion of the railway, our clients think that 
a very lib~ral allowance should be made by the Government from their ordinary rates. . 

Mr. Palmer is advised by the letters received this morning that no time should be lost in . 
arranging· the terms with the Government, as otherwise the flotation of the company in London 
will be seriously prejudiced; and it will be apparent to you that if the construction of the railway 
is to be commenced by A ug·ust next, the matter should be at once dealt with by Parliament. W a 
shall therefore be glad if you will prepare a resolution, and submit it to Parliament before tha 
present Session terminates, embodying· the terms of your last lette1·, and the arrangements offered by 
Mr. Palmer as to curves and grades. The question of rates and running· powers need not, wa 
suppose, be dealt with in the proposed resolution. 

We have, &c., 

The Hon. N. E. LEWIS, Premier. • 

Re G.W. Railway. 

HENRY DOBSON. 

RUSSELL YOUNG. 

I. I regard_ the answer received to-day to the Premier's last letter. as unsatisfactory, and 
insufficient to justify us in laying any proposals re construction of £200,000 worth of railway befora 
Parliament at present. 

2. I think we ought to stick to the proposals we have already made wliich involve (1) tha 
construction of the railway on the specifications of the Act, together with heavier rails and increased 
ballast, and to be built to the satisfaction of the Government Engineer; and ('2) a definite offer 
from Pauling & Co. to construct about 35 miles of the Railway on such Specifications for £200,000. 

3. Any departure from this proposal, as suggested by letter of Dobson' & Young, to revert to 
last Act re curves and grades, or to substitute the Scottsdale Rail way as the standard of construc
tion, would be, I think, a weakness we ought. not to be led into. 

\ 
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4. I am strongly of opinion tl1at before-we lay auy proposal for constrnct.i11g· port.ion of the 
railway beforn Parliament, we should have Pauling's definite nmlertakiug· or otter sigued uefo1·e 
the Agent-General, to build 35 miles of railway as above specifietl, for £200,000. 

. . 

5. vVe should also have some assurance that the new company is float.eel, and a contract really 
made for the construction of the balance of the line to Zeelian neighbourhood, before we seek tu 
commit Parliament to a contract with Pauling & Co. 

oTAFFOHD BIRD. 

Premier's Office, Hobart, 2nd JJtiay, 1900. 
S1as, 

The Great Western Railway. 
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 26th ultimo, and regret 

that it does not contain a definite reply to my letter to you of the rnth ultimo. In that letter I 
state that the Government must adhere to the.proposals set out in my letter to yon of the 6th 
March, and are willing to consider a proposal from Messrs. Pauling and Co. to construct, in the 
terms therein set out, about 35 miles of the railway from the Glenora end. 

I notice that the telegram sent by Mr. Harcourt Palmer to Mr. Brunlees on the 21st ultimo, 
and quoted in your letter now under reply, does not contain an accurate and complete statement of. 
our proposals ; and the approval of the terms of such telegram by Mr. Brunlees cannot therefore 
be considered as a satisfactory acceptance of the Government proposals by the company. 

The terms and conditions set out in- my letter 9f the 6i;h March; and confirmed on the 19th 
ultimo, are clear, and may be briefly recapitulated, as follows:-

1. That the Government is prepared to assist by constructing· portion of the line, probably 
about 35 miles, at a cost of £200,000. (See paras. 1 and i.) 

'.l. That the Govel'llment is prnpared to lease this line to the company fur the sum of £7000 
a year·; rent beginning on completion of construction; line, during· lease, to be main
tained at the cost of the company. ( See paras. ;3 and 4.) 

3. That the Promoters shall satisfy tl1e Governrneut of their finaucial ability to carry out the 
construction of the line right through from the end of the Government section to 
Zeehan. (See para. 5 aml concluding para.) 

4. That the line right through shall be substantially constructed on conditions and specifi
cations of original Act ( but, with 60 lb. rails, aud l 760yds. of ballast per mile), and to 
the satisfaction of the Governmeut Eng·ineers. (See para. 5.) 

5. That constrnction shall be begun simultaneously at Glenora, Zeehan, and Gormanston 
and shall be continued proportionately on the three sections._ ( See para. 6.) 

Additional to the above ,~as the intimation from the Government to yon, that, in order to remove 
the difficulty occasioned by the fact that the company had eutered into a contract with Messrs. 
Pauling & Co. for the construction of the whole of the line, the Government would be willing to 
consider an offer from that firm to construct its portion (see·Ietter of 19th April). 'l'he offer 
contained in my letter of the 6th March is still 0pen tor acceptance by your clients, and we are 
still prepared to receive and consider an offer from Messrs. Pauling and Co. to constrnct, for the 
Government, about 35 miles of rail'way at the Glenora end, as stated in letter of 19th ultimo. 

It is essential that all extrnneous matter, such as running; powers, rates of freight, &c., should 
be exclt1ded from the consideration of this question; and 1 now ask for a reply to these three 
questions:-

1. Will the company accept the terms contained in my letter of the 6th March last? A 
copy of this letter has, we assume, ere this, reached those interested in England, and, if 
asked, they could cable at once their acceptance or refusal. 

2. ,vm Messrs. Panliug· & Co. make an offer to construct about 35 miles of the line at 
the Glenora encl, as stated in letter of l !Jth ultimo; and, if so, when may the Govern
ment expect to receive such offer ? 

3. Will your clients be prepared to satisfy the Government that, they are in a financial 
. position to undertake the construction of thei1· portion of the railway ? 

It 1110st be still clearly understood that tJ10se and all negotiations are conducted subject to the 
approval of Parliament. 

I have, &c., 

N. E. LE,VIS, P1·eiwier, 
J11essrs. Hmrnv DonsoN and RussELL YouNG, Hobart. 
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'J.1 E1'.,EGRAM, 
Lo1tdo11, 3_ May, 1900, 6-50 P.111. 

IN answering Palmer's cabled request to Bnmlees, 2ud lVla,y, Governmeut Banker,, fully 
assured ( him, them) that financial position of Contracton;' adility (ability'?) co111 plete contract 
without doubt. 

To the Hon. the Premier, Hobart. 
P. · 0. FY~H, Agent-Gene,:az. 

0,ffice of the Agent-Generalfor 1'asmanfo, 
TFestminstfr Chambers, 5 Victoria-str,;et, 

London, S. W., 5th May, 1900. 
l::'.lIR, 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith for yuur iuforma,tion eopies of telegrams that bave 
passed between Mr. Harcourt Palmer and lVIessrs. Bnrnlees & Co., relative to the Great Western 
Railway Company. Iu the last of these messages it will be seen that it is stftted that the. proposals 
of the Government have been accepted, but that you require evidenee of the fiuaucial position of the 
parties here to complete the railway. Ou being shown tliis, I at one:>. saw our ba11ke1·s, who ass,_ne<l 
me that the financial position of Messrs. Pauling c1nd Co. was undoubted, aud there was no re::ison 
for believing that they would be unable to complete the line. This opinion was telegraphed to you 
yesterday, and I hope to be able, by next·mail, to ser1d you a written statement ou the matter from 
our bankers in justification of the action I have taken., 

I have, &c., 
P. 0. FYSH, Agent-Geneml. 

Tlte Hono'Urabie the Premier, cjf'c., Hobart, Tasmania. 

Copy of Telegrams to and from W. Harcourt Palmer, Hobart. 
(1.) From Palmer to BrunleeR, dated Hobart, 21sL April, 1900, 

BEST terms Govemment offer constrnct railway Gleuorn end to extent of £200,000 through 
Pauling's present contract aGcording specification Act Parliament, we paying £7000 yearly re::i.tal, 
no interest during construction, will this do? 

( 2. 1 From Palmer to Brun lees, dated Hobart, 2:3. 4. 1900. 

REFER to my telegram of Saturday. If yon will not accept please telegTaph me immediately. 
Government, if they are g·enuine, ~hould agree tel'ms of Dobson's letter March I 6th. Telegraph 
reply by Renter's Social Code. Parliament meets to-morrow. 

(3.) From Brnnlees to Palmer, dated 23. 4. 1900. 

APPROVE terms telegraph 21 st, Incrnased cost of rails, ailowing deductions under present 
conditions, must increase contract about £30,000. 

(4.) From Palmer to Brunlees, dated 2. 5: 1900. 
HAYE accepted Government terms, but they require e_vidence. financial position to complete 

railway. Before introducing fresh Bill satisfy Fysh, ask him cable Premier. Leaving Monday for 
London if Fysh cable satisfactory wire copy, 

SIR, 
Hobart, 9th May, 1900.· 

,v E ha.ve t.he honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 2nd instant, arid are instrncted 
by our clients to reply as follows:-

1. The company accept the terms contained in your letter of the 6th March last. 

2. Messrs. Pauling & Co. are prepared to make the Govemment an offer to construct about 
35 miles of the G1·eat Western Bail way at the Glenora end, as stated in your letter of the J 9th 
of April last. Mr. Palmer started for London yesterday, and immediately he receives a cable from 
us advising him that the Bill, which you propose to introduce in the Assembly authorising the 
Treasurer to appropriate £2Q0,000 for the purpose of constrncting the Glenorn section of the pro
posed railway, has been passed by Parlia1hent, Mi·. Palmer will obtain and hand to the Agent
General the offer of Messrs. Pauling & Co. to constnwt the section of'the railway in question in 
accordance with the terms of the Act which the Legislature may pass. 

3. Mr. Palmer cabled to Messrs. Bakewell and Brnnlees on the 2nd instant, asking· them to 
satisfy the A~ent-General as to the ~1~ancial abilit,v of the company to constrqct the railwa,v, and 
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we take it for gTanted. thil,t Ministers are now ~atisfiec1 on this_ point, as the cahle you rece11tly 
received from Sir Philip Fysh informs yon that the Colony's Bankers in Londo11 "are folly 
assured that fi11a,11cial posit.ion of Contrador,:; to completn contract is withoi1t doubt." You h:we 
pointed out that the Age11t.-Ge11eral's cable speaks of' the Co11tra.ctors' financial position, whereas 
you desire to be satisfied of the Pr.,moters' posit.im1 to finance t.he undertaking. Sir Philip Fysh, 
howeve1·, knows exactly what yo11 rrquire, and in his ca:ble he must surely refer to the Contractors' 
position, as financed by the Promoters. It. is, moreover, clear from the Age1_1t-Ge11ci•al's former 
cables and letters to yonr preclecP-s:-or, that he_ was long since satisfiml that the capital necessary for 
tha undertaking· had been obtained. As a matter of fact the Contractors accept a large portio11 of 
thair contract price in preference shareR and ordinary shai·es, and the only cash Pauling & Co. are to 
receive (now reduced by the £200,000 proposed to he paid them by the Government) is to be 
derived from the proceeds of the debe11tures which, to the extent of £400,000, have been unde1·
written by some of the lea<li11g and most substantial capitalists in Lonclou. If, however, you are 
not satisfied on this point, we trust you will at once cable to Sil' Philip Fysh and a~k him to advise 
you as to the Promoters' financial ability to pay the Contractors. 

· It is ob_vious that fi1ial arrangements in London _cannot be completed nntil Parfounent has 
'- passed a Bill <lefining- the exact tern1s npon which the Government ,viii constrnct their portion of 

the railway. Mr. Palmer is therefore proceeding to London at 011ce on purpose that he may be 
011 the spot to explain to the Pro11111ters and Contractors the exact posit.ion nf the matter when we 
ca;'.lle to him the purport of the Act which. may be passed. 

vVe note that all our ueg·otiaticins ·with you in refel'ence to the Great W e~teru Rail way are 
subject to the approval of Pal'liament, and we are instructed to say that our clieuts are prepal'ed to 
aceept the deci::;ion of the Legislature 011 the matters referred to in our correspondence, and upon 
all other poiuts which have n,ot yet been arrang·ed. 

We have the the honour to be, 

The Honourable N. E. LEWIS, Premie1·. 

HENRY DOBSON. 
RUSSELL YOUNG. 

Telegram sent to Agent-General. 

ASCERTAIN whethe1· ·Promoters have obtained, without doubt, capital constrnction of Great 
\Vester11, and whether £400,000 debentures at the present tinrn underwritten, and certainly avail
able for payment of Contractor. 

(Sd.) 

GENTLEMEN, 

N. E. LEWI8, Premier. 
10.5.1900. 

l ltlt May, 1900. 

I DESIRE to inform you that the following cablegTa1n was yesterday sent to the Agent
General :-" Ascertain whether Promoters have obtained, without doubt, capital (for) construction 
of Great \Vestern and whether £40:J,000 debentures (are) at the present time underwritten and 
certainly available for payment of Contractor;'' 

I have, &c., 
STAFFORD BIRD, Treasurer. 

Jl1essrs. DonsoN anci YOUNG, 

Solicitors, Great T-Vestern Railway Company, Hobart. 
. I 

101, Macqua1·ie-st1-eet, Flobart, I 2th May, 1900. 
SrR, . 

l\'lr. Young and I desire to thank you for the copy cable which was sent yesterJay by the 
Government to the Agent-Genernl, and we trust the reply will be su tisfactory. I now forwa1·d 
herewith, as requested, a copy of Mr. Palmer's cable to lVlr. John Brunlees, of 2nd instant. 

I have, &c., 

HENRY DOBSON. 
Tiie Hon. the Treasurer. 

[Copy Cable.] 
. . . -2nd May, 1900. 

,v. HA!lCOUR'r PALMER to .TonN BnuNLEES, London. 

(Satricuri1.) 
Have accepted Goveri1ment terms but they reqnire evidence financial pos1t10n to complete 

railway before introducing fresh Bill Satisfy Fysh. Ask him cable ~->rnmier, Leavin~ Mondaf 
for Lo~don if F1sh cable satisfactor.y. 

•l 

•I 
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TELEGRAM. 

To the Honourable the Premier, Hobart. 
London, 11 th May, 1900. 

REFERRING to your telegram of 10th May, important alterations in fonner prospectus 
necessitates de nova underwriting Debenture Bonds, which cannot be-commenced until your Con
strnction Bill passed. All other capital construction found by contractors undoubted. 

' 
J). 0. FYSH, Agent-Genf',al. 

Telegram to Hon. B. S. Bmn, Treasurer. 
STAND by oui· offer for the present new position is not our making and shows that so-called 

acceptance of our terms is not substantial. Wait events. 
E. MULCAHY. 

Zeelian, 15. 5. 1900. 

15th May, 1900. 
GENTLEMEN, 

I HAVE the honour to forward herewith the copy of-a cablegram received fr.0111 tki Agellt• 
General in reply to that sent by me on the 10th May, copy of which I sent to you and w:1ich you 
have dnly acknowledg·ed. The telr.gram is as follows:-" Referring to your telegram 10th May 
important alterations in former prospectus necessitates de nova underwriting- debenturn bonds which 
cannot be commenced until your constrnction Bill passed. All other capital constn1ctiou found by 
Contractors undoubted." 

I have, &c., 
STAFFORD BIRD, T1·easurer, 

MP-ssrs. DonsoN and YovNG, 
Solicitors Great TYestem Railway Company, Hobart. 

T!te Tasmanian Great Western Railu;ay and Electric Power Company, Limited, 
. Cavendislt Chambers, (Jrenfell-street, Adelaide, 16 iv/ay, l 900. 

Sm, 
I HAVE the honour to address you with rega!'d to Sir Philip Pysh's cablegTar11 in 

the underwriting, a11d, i11 doing so, we wish to recall the past to a limited extent. 
reference to 

It is admitted that, had it not been for the actitJ11 of your predecessor, flotation was 
accomplished. 

,ve have spent a large amount of money, and have demo11stl'atecl that there is an available 
1·oute from Hobart to the ,vest Coast, and even those who oppose us admit that the line is a 
necessity. 

I earnestly press upon you that Parliament shculd be summoned as early as possible, and that 
the necessary steps may be taken to obtain a statutory ratification of yom· promises. 

I do not ask that the £200,000 should be available until after the Agent-Genernl is satisfied 
that the remainder of the debentures. (£400,000) has been subscribed for. 

I may point ont, that as the preference and ordinary shares necessary to constrnct the Jine 
have been subscribed for, there can be 110 possible doubt about the debenture money (which is 
a first charge on the company's line and undertaking) being forthcoming. 

The Board is most anxious that thern Ri10uld be no delay. and they rely on your good ofEces 
in aiding them to carry ont a work which u1ust be of much mate!'ial assistance t<> Tasmania; and 
they will spare neither time nor trouble to famish you with any information you may require. 

Mr. J>almer sails for London to-morrow, relying·. on the promises made oy yonr 
Gover111ne11t. 

I have, &c., 

T!le Honourable N. E. LEWIS, M.H.A., Premier Bohart. 
W. E. DALTON, Sr·cretarv. 

" 
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Telegram to the Hon. the Premier. 

PAL111ER cables unless 'I can certify moral certainty nuclurwritiug . Government. l'l'ill 
introduce Bill int.o Parliament. I await instructions from. yon. 

not. 

To DonsoN and Y ouNG. 

AGENT-GENERAL. 
17th lrlay, 1900. 

AsK Government to instrnct Fysh report by cable. Fysh await1ng- answer to mtble 17th lVJay. 

BRUN LEES. 

To JNo.-BRUNLEES, London. 
SEE Fysh again. Satisfy him that sufficient debentures for undertaking will 

Bill passed in terms of Premier's letter of 6th 1\'[arch. 
be subscribed, if_ 

DOBSON AND YOU~G-. 

To Hon. N. E. LEWIS, Hotel Australia, Sydney. 
GREAT ,vestern Railway. Our Bill in printer's hands. In view of ascertained. inability of' 

Promote1·s ~o undertake construction of railway. it seems to me that it would be madness on our 
part, and would bring ridicule, m: well as defeat, upou omselves, if we attempt to pass our Con
struction _Bill at present stage of negotiations.. It appears necessary that company should first pass 
Amending· Bill, shortening length of their line, extending· thP.ir tillle for beginning construction, and 
alte1·ing specifications ·re curves, grades, ballast, and rnils, thus enabling them to issue new 
prospectus and secure necessary underwriting of debe11tures. Colleagues and I would like your 
opinion on this, and also o'n question whether you approve of sending answer to solicitor's lette1· of 
ninth May, to the effect that we are not yet satisfied as to company's ability to finance n11der-
taking. · 

STAFFORD BIRD, 
Hobart, 17tlt May, 1900. 

Teleg·ram· to Hon. STAFFORD Brnn,.Treasury. 

GREAT.Western Railway telegram from Ag·ent-General disappointing, though hardly un
expected. · Promotors should have informed us of this earlier if they intended dealing· fail'ly with us. 
Contractors presumably will not com111ence -until f'ou1· hundred thousand debentures subscribed. I 
thiHk telegram as received should macle public, if this not already done, in order to show that we 
are anxious not to delay construction of railway, and to allow Promoters no excuse. 'l'he prepara
tions of Bill can be proceeded with, and a clause should be inserted that our portion of railway be 
not commenced until Govemment satisfied money is subscl'ibed. 

N. E. LEWIS. 
S,1Jdne:lf, 17. 5. I 900. 

. Telegram to Hon. S'l'AFFORD BIRD, Premiel'. 

GREAT Western Railway think reply to solicitors should ask them to g·ive full details as to 
pl'esent position of' the company which has accepted our offo1·_ of 6th March. Should give them 
copy Ag·ent-General's cablegram, and ask them for_ explauatiou of statement in their letter that 
debentures underwritten by some of leading- and most substa11tia.l capitalists in London. Should 
iuform them our Construction Bill now in band of Printe1·, and ask them for draft of their Amend
ing Bill on.terms mentioned in y0m· telegram of yesterday, which Bill should be intrnduced con
currently with our BilL 

N .. E. LEWIS, Premier. 
S:lJdney, 18. 5. 1900. 

CABINE'r considers that no instructions need now be sent to Ag·ent-General, bnt that letter m 
reply to Solicii:or's letter of 9/5/00 is all needing to be done at present. 

B. S. BIRD . 
. 21. 5. 1900. 

Premier's Ojfice, Hobart, 22nd 111ay, 1900. 
GEN'l'LE~IEN, 

He Great Western Railway. 

I REGRET that your letter of the 9th instant, "accepting" on behalf of your clients "the terms 
contained in my letter of the 6th March," does not also satisfactorily answer the explicit qnestions 
proposed at the close of mine of 2nd :May. Yonr a<:cepta.nce, and the statmnen.t that. i\[essr,;. 
Pa.uling and Co. are prepared to make the Governn1ent au offe1· to coqst.rnct nl,ont :35 111iles of 
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railway at the Glenorn end, might have been reg·ardecl as satisfactory if evidence that the company 
was in a financial position to ccmst1·uct its portion of the line had_ been more convincing·. . 

You "take it for granted that. :Ministers are now rntisfied on this point," a.nd, in proceeding to 
show why you think we should be satisfied, you submit the following:-

[. That although the cable from the Agent-General, in reply to one sent by l\ir. Palmer to 
Messrs. ·Bakewell and Brunlees, speaks only of tlw Contractors' financial position, y~t, 
because you think Sir Philip Fysli knows exactly what information we require, you 
conclude that he must surely intend his cable to be understood as referring· "to the 
Contractors' position as financed by the Promoters." 

2. That the Agent-General appears long since to have been "satisfied that the capital neces
say for the undertaking had been obtained." 

This indirect information, however, did not satisfy us. We wanted more definite assurance 
than your letter afforded us of the Promoters' present possession of capital to finance the under
taking·. It was essential that we should obtain the most reliable information, and, therefore, we 
cabled to Sir Philip Fysh instructing him tu ascertain the presenf financial position of Promoter.5 
and underwriters. His reply, a copy ·of which you received, is disappointing. From it it 
appears-

I. That the Agent-General, in assuring· us of the financial position of the Contractors, did 
not intend us to unclei·stand that the Promoters' financial position was strong. 

2. That at the present. time the Promoters Im ve not secured the capital necessary for the 
constrnction of the railway. 

3. That none of the debenture-bonds are now underwritten. 
4. That the Promoters intend to begin de novo to secure undenvriting or purchase of the 

debentures. 
5. That they do not intend to attempt to raise the capital they require until we have pass0d 

a Bill authorising the construction of the Glenora portion of the railway. 

Viewed side by side with the statemeut in your letter that-the company's debentures, " to the 
extent of £400,000, have been underwritten by some ·of the leading and most substantial capitafo,ts 
in London," the above reply is eminently unsatisfactory, and does not place the Government in the 
position we have continuously declared we must be in before we submit to Parliament the proposals 
for the construction by the Government of a sectio•n of the line. 

At this stage it becomes necessary to ask: 
1. Who are the company that accepted the terms of my letter of 6th March, and what are 

the names of its principal members? 
2. Where is the company located and.reg·istered, and what is the capital? 
3. Do the Promoters intend to secure any amendments of their Acts before beginning de 

novo to procure capital for their undertaking? 
4. If so, what are the amendments they propose to ask Parliament to make? 
5. If such an1endments are obtained, what prospect have they of securing the necessi:.,ry 

capital? 

The .Bill to authorise the Government to construct about 35 miles of railway from Glenora is 
now in type; but before proceeding further with,it, I will be obliged if you. will favour us with 
answers to the above questions. 

I have, &c., 
STAFFORD BIRD, for Premitr. 

iJJ,essrs. Don8bN and YouNa Solicitors, Hobart. 

101, lVlacquarie-street, Hobart, 25th Mav, 1900. 
Re Great vV estern Railway, 

Sm, 
REFERRING to Mr. Dobson's promise at l1is recent i11terviews with you, we no"; forward curies; 

of the cables despatcl~ed and received by us during the last few days:-· 
· " Harcourt Palmer, 

G.'IV.R. Co., G1·enfell-street, 
Adelaide. 

"Essential you cable instantly asking· Brnnlees satisfy Fysh underwriting reasonably certain 
"and get Fy,;h cable Premier again as Fysh has cabled ;-Important alterntions prospectus 
"necessitate de novo underwriting debentures which caunot he commenced until your Uonst1·11ction 
"Bill passed? other capital fonnd by Contractors nndoubterl. 

DOBSON. 
15. 5, 00,-o,0, P,111," 

·"" 
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ToLD Treasurer Underwriters wou't bind the111selves till Act showing tenus altered Con 
cession passed, but believe Government ,,,ill not submit Bill Parliament till Fysh cables hopefully. 
Dalton has letter for you. . 

DOBSON. 
HARCOUR'r P_ALi\IER, Esq., 

Great Western Railway Company, • 
Grenfell-street, .Adelaide. 

We understand that the Agent-General wired tc:i you on 17th instant with a copy of the cable 
which he received from J\'Ir; Palmer in pursuance of Mr. Dobson's cable of 15th instant, and added 
that he was "waitmg· fo1·_ instructions" from :Ministers. On your informing l\'.[r. Dobson of the 
purport of Sir Philip Fysh's cablP, he contended that Ministen; should instruct the .Ag·ent-General 
to make such inquiries as they desired with reference to the financial ability of the Promoters to 
carry out the undertaking. As however, you seemed disinclined to cable the Agent-General with 
instructions we sent the·following· cable on the 24th instant, to Mr. Brnnless :- · 

" See Fysh again ; satisfy him that sufficient debentures for undertaking· will· be subscribed if 
BiJl passed in terms of letter, March nth." • . 

To the last-written cable .we received yestei·day the following· ec1ble from Mr. Brunlees :
" Ask Government to instruct. Fysli report by cable. Fysh awaiting answer to cable 17 May." 

As Mr. Brunlees' last cable so dearly bears out our contention tha.t the Ag·ent-General requires 
ins~ructions from :Ministers before acting further, we again express the h·ope that you will promptly 
cable to Sir Philip Fysh, and obtain throug·h him the information, which we have explained 
throughout the negotiations is only obtainable in London. 

We have, &c., 

111e Hon. the Treasurer. 
HENRY DOBSON, for se{f and M1·. Young. 

GE~TLEJ\IBN, 
25th. May, l 900. 

HEREWITH I beg to enclose a copy of the further correspondence upon the subject of the 
Great ,v estern Railway. I am to point out that this paper has not yet been laid upon the Table 
of the House of Assembly, and, therefore, cannot be treated as a Parliamentary Paper; in fact, the 
Treasurer desires you to be good enough to regard the paper as confide11tial until Parliament has 
authorised the printing of the correspondence .. 

I have, &c., 

GEO; S'J'EW ARD, Secretary to the Premier. 
1J,ft:,srs. RussELL YOUNG &" BUTLER, Hobart. 

Despatch No. 169. 

Srn. 
28th 111.ay 1900. 

· I HA VE the honour to forward herewith pri11ted copies of correspondence on the subject of the 
flotation of the Great vVestem Railway, which has taken place between this Gove)'[Jment and the 
rep1·esentatives of the company, and others, since the 1_5th February, 1900, to date; also copy of 
printed correspondence, 1899. 

111e Agent-General.f01· Tasmania, London, S. W. 

Sm, 

I have, &c., 

Bank <!f Australasia Clw111bers, Elizabeth-street, 
Hobart, 1'asrnania, 28th ll:la.11, I 900. 

(E!a;;;., WE have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 25th instant, also copy of 
correspondence of Great Westem Railway. As desired, this· paper will be treated as con
fidential. We beg· to express our thanks for same. 

,\1 e· have, &c., 

GEo. STnWARD, Esq., Secretary to the Premier, lfobm·t. 
RUSSELL YOUNG & BUTLER. 
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TELEGRAM. 

To t!te Agent-General for Tasmania, London, 8. lfT. 
RAILWAY. Ascertain pl'ecise conditions proposed in my letter of 6th Mal'ch, 2nd May; verity 

and report folly by telegraph all available information P!'omoters submitted to you ; also your 
deliberate opinion as to company's prospects. · 

N. E. LEWIS, Premier. 
28.5.00, 5·31 P.M. 

29th May, 1900. 
DEAR READ, 

HEREWrrH I am sending a supply of copies of the two papers which Ministers will ask the 
House to authorise to be printed, being correspondenc~ on ·the subject of the Great Western Rail
way Bill. I presume you -will require them for distribution among the Members of thlil House in 
the event of the papers being ordered to be printed. 

Yours faithfully, 

GEO. STEW ARD. 

Telegram to Hon. the Premier, Hobart, 29th May, 1900. 
IMPOSSIBLE that any financiers will subscribe debentures until cognisant conditio11s. vVhole Six 

hundred thousand pounds was unde1;written. \Ve are confident of obtaining the Four hundred 
thousand pounds if Government friendly and afford reasonable encouragement. 

Srn, 

W. E. DALTON, Secretary Great Western Railway. 

Telegram to Hon. the Premier, Hobart. 
REFERRING to your telegram of 28th May letter 2nd May cannot be traceg. 

P. 0. FYSH, Agent-General. 
29, 5. 1900. 

Despatch No. 17 3. 1st June, 1900. 

Rm1BRRING to my despatch, No. 169, dated 28th ultimo, I have the honour to forward here
with three copies of printed correspondence in further continuation of previous papers which were 
sent to you under cover of the abovementioned despatch. 

I have, &c., 

The Agent- Geneml for Tasmania, London, S. W. 
N. E. LEWIS, Premier. 

Sm, 

Office of the Agent-General for 1'a.~mctnia, 
Westn211ster Chambers, 5, Victoria-~·t., 

London, S. W., 1st June, 1900. 

REFERRING to your telegram dated the 28th ultimo, relative to the Great VV estern Railway, 
copy of which (for verification) will be found under cover of tlie usual despatch, I have the honour 
to state that the date given (6th March) has been interpreted to mean as that of the letter signed 
by you, and appeared in the Jviercury of the day following. Nothing, however, can be traced 
bearing the date of the 2nd 1Yiay, and a telegram to that effect was sent to you on the 29th ultimo. 
I am carefully proceeding· on the lines laid down in your letter above referred to, and also considering 
the issues raised in Messrs. Dqbson and Young's letter to you of the 16th March, which appeared 
in the Mercury of the 17th·of that month, and on receiving the other letter referred to in your 
cable, I will go as fully as possible into the matter, with a view to giving effect to your cabled 
instructions. 

I may add that both the important communications I have mentioned have come under my 
notice through the medium of the local press, and not by copies from your Department. 

I have, &c., 

The Honourable the Premier, fc., Hobart, Tasmania. 
P. 0. FYSH, Agent-General. 
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Soutlte1'n 'l.'as111ania.11. Railway League, 
Hobart, 14t/,. June, HJ00. 

I have t.he ho11our to inform you that., at a recent meeting of the League, 1 was requested t.o 
apply to you fo1· a copy of the G1·eat Western Bill dealing with the question of the £200,000 pro
pos;id to be expended on an exten~ion of 1 he Derweut Valley Line, aud now in print. l have also 
to respectfully solicit whether any reply has yet been received by your GovernwJ11t from Sir P. 0. 
Fysh to your telegram of recent date, requesting the Agent-Geuernl to report u1wn the company's 
position, &c., and, if a reply has been received, to be furnished with a copy thereof. 'The Lei1gue 
will -meet a~ain next week, and I shall be glad to hear from you at an early date. 

The I-Ion. N. E. LEWIS, Prem-ier. 

Sm, 

I have, &c., 
'l'HOS. AH.THUR OKIN.ES, Hon. Secretar.lJ 

S. T.R. League. 

Office 0,f the Agent- General for Tasmania, 
Westminster Chambers, 5, Victoria-·street, 

London, S. W., 15th June, 1900. 

IN continuation of my Despatch No. 42/316/00, dated 1st instant, relative to the Great 
\Vestern Railway, I have the honom· to inform yon that I .have seen in The J11ercm·y, of the 
3rd· lVIay, a letter datetl the day before, signet! by ·yourself on the matter. 'rhe question is 
now receiving my careful consideration, and I trust, in a few days, to give effect to the instructions 
conveyed in yom telegTam of the 28th ultimo. 

I have, &c., 

Tiie. flonourable tlte Premier, &"c., Hobart, Tasmania. 
P. 0. FYSH, Agent-General. 

. Telegram to Hon. Premier, Hobart, 
HEJFERRING to yotir telegram of the 28th May Railway accepts terms of 6th March. Pauling 

preparing contract with you delay in 1·eport as to financial matters necessary but will be accelerated. 

Telegram to Ag·ent-General. 

P. 0. FYSH, Agent-General .. 
16. 6. 1900. 

HEFEimlNG to your telegram of 29th 1\L1,y with reference to letter 2nd May, see Jltlercury, 
awaiting reply. 

Sm, 

N. E. LE,VIS, Premier. 
16. 6. 1900. 

22nd June, 1900. 

IN reply to your letter of the 14th instant,- I have the honour to inforn1 you that the Bill, of 
which you have asked me to send you a copy, will uot be finally settled by Miuisters until they see 
the draft of the Bill which.the Promoters'-Solicitors intend to present to Parliament. Until it is 
finally settled I cannot see my way to· making it public. 

The reply recently received from Sil' Philip Fysh has been handed to the press anti made 
public in that way. As soon as it was received it was shown to the Promote1·s' Solicitol's, J\'Iessrs. 
Dobson aud Young, who also act, I understand, for your league, and it was at their request with
held from the -newspapers until the news reached Hobart through the press cables. 

I have, &c., 
N. E. LEWIS, P1·<'mier. 

'l'. A. 0KINES, Esq., 
Hon. Secretary Soutlie1'n Tasmanian Rflilway League. 

22m1 .Tune, 1900. 
Sm, . 

I HAVE the honour to convey to you my reg-ret that your l~tter of the 16th ultimo has remained 
, so long unanswered. 

In that lettei· yon say that it is ad1nitted that, had it not been fol' the action of my predecessor, 
tl.otation was secnred. Such an assertion has been made, bnt it has never been, and is not now, 
admitted hy lVIinisters; ant! l do not wish that my silence on this point shonld be considered as now 
making the admission. 
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. The negotiations have, so far, proceeded thl'ough Mes;;rs. Dobson & Russell Young·, '':ho act 

I nnderstancl, for 11 II parties. It is 1u()"t desirable "in this matter that. the negotiations with the 
. Guvernmeut shuulr\ be conducted th1·uugh theoe gei1t.le111e11 alu11e, a11d I foel sure that it will mnch 

fat:ilitate busiuess if you will send any co1umu11icatio11s yott du,;:irn t.u 1i1ake to the Gover11111e1:t. to 
J\llessrs. Dobson & Y,mng, who·cau convey then1 to n5. 

I have, &c., 

N. E. LEWIS, Premier. 
W. E. DALTON, Esq., Cavendish C'hamlfp1•s, 

Gren:feLl-street, Adelaide. 

Sm, 

Office ~f' the A.r;rnt-Generalfor Tasmania, 
~Vestminst,,r I /uwzbers, 5, Victoria-street, 

Londo11, _S. W., 22nd June, 1900. 

IN continuation· of previous despatches relative to the Great \Vestern Railway of Tasmania, l 
lrnve the honour t1} inform you t11at Mr. Harcourt Palmer having now returned to London, I am 
aware that 11eg9tiations are proceeding to euable me, at an early date, to cabl0 to you a cont.met by 
Messrs. Pauling & Co. for the constrn('tjon for the Government of the first 35 miles of the line 
from Glenora. 

Simultaneously, I shall be alile to advise that the terms set 'forth in your letter of 6th March 
are accepted by the Grnat Western Hail way Company, the satisfactory answer to which two points 
will thus anticipate what I may hope sho1tly a ls<> to advise u po 11, the third, viz , the pro-,µects of the 
company to finance this undertakiu;!;. .l\o flll'the1· steps cau be taken in that matter u11til Messrs. 
Pauling & Co.',,; contract witl1 the Government, as part of that undertaking, is in the hands of the· 
company. 

I have, &c., 

'l'lte Hon. the Premier, Hobart, Tasmania. 
P. 0. FYSH, Agmt-General. 

Srn, 

The '/'asmanian Great JYestern HaiLway and Electric Power Company, Limited, 
Crwend·ish Chambers, Adelaide, 23rd June, 1900. 

MESSRS. Henry Dobson and ·Russell Young having cabled for it reply to your letter of the 
22nd May, I have now pleasure in complying with yom request, aud si.i,mld have replier! before 
had 1~y Directors not bee11 nuder the impression that the iuturnrntiou was generally known. 

l. 'fhe 'l'asnrn11ian Great "\Vestern R.;i,ilway a.ud Elect1·ic Power Company, Limited, who are 
·the Prnrnoters of the London company for co11strnc:ti11g I.be Railway from' Glenora to the West 
Coast. 

Directors :-Sir Richard Baker, Preside11t Legislative Conncil of S.A , Chairman. 
Mr. John Darliug,jun., :M:etnber of Parliament, S.A. 
Mr. Henry Rymill. 
Mr. W. A. Horn. 
Mr. W. Harcourt Palmer, C.E. 

The remainirw sliarnhulders fonni1}0' the p1'oprietal'y nnrnlie1· 119 substantial and prominent 1·es1-
dents of Ade~ide, Melboume, Syd~ey, aud Londou. 

2. Adelaide, in the Province of South Australia. 

Capital, £44,000. 

3-and 4. The wish of the company is that snch amendments may be embodied in the Govern
ment Bill as are considered nece,;,.al'_y to comply with the terms of t:llfl Premier's letter of tlrn 6th 
March. · 

i::" 
5. So soon as this company is made acquainted with the prnv1s10ns of the proposed Govern-

• ment Bill, and upon the same beint!,· approved, the Directors are certain that the necessary funds 
for the construction of the line will lie immediately forthcoming. 

It is to be borne in mind that the· Adelaide company was formed for the pnrpose of securino· 
the rigltt to constrnct the railway. They deposited £10,000 with the Government of Tasmania i~ 
accordance wirh their At.:t, as a gnarantee of ~·ood faith, and also found £2500 fo1· the snrvey, 

. whieh latte1· sum was retnrnecl to the company when the work was accomplished, and the plans 
which proved that a practicable and easy rni1te was available, had been deposited with the Government, 
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The company has expended lal'ge sums -0f nioney in cleal'ing·, &c., a portion of the line. a.nrl in 
. 11egotia ring the project. i11 Lon cl 011. The flotatiou was-successfnll_y accomplished; £G00,000 dehen
tnres werei undenvritte11; a Board-of Directors, cou1prisi11g- surne of t.11<~ best men in E11gland, wiis 
~ecured; and n. Co11t.ract. for the consrrnct.ion of tlrn line e11tererl i11to with uue of Lhe leading Engli:,;h 
Railway Co11traetors_; but in consequence of the aetio11 of the then Government eahli ng to Euglancl 
that our rig·hts under the Act had bee11'forfeitecl, althuugli the ellii11ent Q.C., Sir Eel ward Cladrn, 
who was consult.eel, gave his opinion that all the company's rig·hts were intact, the eonfidenee of the 
finawiel's was so shakim that ueg-utin.tions were suspended, pending· a taugible assurance being 
obtained from the Government and Parliament of Tasmania, that l'easonable and fair treatment, 
coupled with a liberal interpretatiol) of the Act, could be l'elied upo11. Following this the company 
was much gratifiecl to note Sir P: 0. Fy1,h's recommendation that in order to ovel'corne the difficulty 
tlrn Government should talrn £200,000 cf the five per cent. debe11t.urns, and my Directors were still 
more g-rntified to find from your letters of the 6th 7\iarch and 22nd ~1ay that yon have offered to 
assi:;t iii a for more liberal nrnnner, by offering to fi11d £200,000 to con~trnct, uudel' the company's 
contractors, ali,>ut 35.miles of the Gle11ora end of the railway ,at a rent.al of £7000 per aunum, 
equal to three and a half per cent. 011 the l:,eforementio11ecl amount. 

:My Dil'ectors trnst that these particuh~l's will afford you all the information you require, a11d 
that the same may be of assistance to you in getting the prnposed P11blic Bill passed at an early date. 

Any furthel' particulars you may require my Directors will be happy to fornisb, if yon will 
kindly communicate with them direct. · 

y Ollis faithfully' 
,v. E. DALTON, Secretary. 

The Hon. N. E. Lmvrs, M. HA., Premier, Hobrtrt. 

Telegram to Hoi1. N. E. LEwrs, Premier, Hobart. 

PuBLIC meeting held here to-night approved: of Government proposal for cnnstl'Uction of 
portion of Great ,v estern Line provided that company be compelled to complete. 

E. MAH.TIN, Chairman. 
Queenstown, 6. 7. 1900 

Telegram to the Honourable the Premier, Hobart. 

REFERRING to your tCllegl'am of 16th Jnne hope to report 011 result of mqmry into financial 
matters in a few days. 

Agent- General, Loudon. 
6. 7. l 900. 

Telegram to HENRY RYMILL, Esq., Tasmanian Club. 

CADLE. from Bakewell dated London twenty-fifth received to-9ay. Back's hostile J"eport 
frightens financiers. Umpire 11ot at all satisfactory. Withdraw Bill unless gTacles, curves, all 
other J"emai11 as things are at present. Strong syndicate of capitalists now being formed in 01·tler to 
continue the work pending formation of new company. \Ye hav_e rP.plied if Bill wir.hdrnwn you 
must remit immediately in order to commence work in earnest first August. · 

W. E. DALTON. 
Adelaide, 27. 7. 1900. 

Office of tlte Agent-Generalfor Tasmania, 
Westmi11ste1· Chambers, 5, Victor-ia-strePt, 

Great Westel'n Rail"".ay. 
London, S. T-F., 27"lll July, 1900. 

Snt, 
I BELIEVE I can now give definite, although very unsatisfactory, information respecting the 

prospects of this venture. 
The concessionairns are unable to obt!l,in a hearing fo1· their propo~als, unless having in hand 

the amended legislation, making perfectly clear and precise the position of the Government ,-rith 
respect to grades and cm·ves, and other matters; irrespective of its absence, the unrest of the 
money market, aud dubious state of trade, consequent upon the troubles in _China, a1·e a bar to all 
such enterprise as a distant railway scheme. 

'.l'he parties coucerned are baffied by these delays, but having.full conficlence in their powel' to 
satisfy the 1mwisions of the Amendment of the original Act a~ last dl'afted, are making· arrang·e
uwnts to continue constrnc.t.ion in a bon& fide manuer. With that pUl'pose, I am informed that l\{r. 
Hm·court. Palmer will soon agai11 be on his way to 'l'i1smania, armed with sufficient funds to com
plete the sm·vey, and eoi1tinue co11strnetion works, so as to justi(1' au appeal to yom· Parliameut in 
tbe Session of 190 I. 

I have, &c., 

'flte Honourable the Premier,' 9"C,, I-Iobai·t, Tasmaniq,, 
P. 0. FYSH, A,qent-General, 

• 
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Teleg-ram to 1-:h:Nlw RYIIULL, Esq., Tasmanian Club. 

LoNDON cables expect syndicate will be completed within next few <lays. Cannot remit before 
completion. AdviRe work should be commenced immediately. 

W. E. DALTON. 
Adelaide, I. 8. 1900. 

Srn, 
Ist August, 1900. 

REFERRING to our interview on Saturday afternoon last, when yon asked whether the Govern
ment would support a proposal to revive all the powers and concessions possessed by your company 
unde1· the Great ·vv estern Railway Acts, and to extend such powers and concessi,,11s for a further 
period of twelve months, and whether I would state, in writing, the agreement of the Government 
to such revi,·al and extension, subject to the ratification of Parliament. I have the honour to 
inform you that the matter has received very full consideration at the hamls of the Cabinet, and I 
now have to reply as follows :- · 

1. It seems clea1· that there are no means by which a Bill to revive the company's Acts can 
be again introduced into the House of Assembly during the present Session. 

2. It is; however, quite within Parliamentary practice for a private :Member of the Leg·islative 
Council to introduce the desired Bill int.o that Chamber, or to obtain from the Council an expression 
Jf opinion that such a Bill should be introdticed with an instrnctior:. to the Honourable the Chief 
clerretary to introduce a Bill in accordance with tJrn resolution that may be agreed to. 

3. The Government is fully convinced that, in the interests of the people of Tasmanig,, :1 ~ 
further time should be lost in obtaining· a proper and complete contract survey of the route between 
Glenora and Zeehan. 

4. Having this in view, the Government can only support such a measure as is proposed, upon 
the condition (to be inserted in any Bill introduced iu the Legislative Council) that the £10,000, 
deposited by the company with the Government in the terms of the original Act, should be 
expended by the Government, during· the coming· summer, in making· such a survey as is above
mentioned. 

5. Such survey will be the property of the company if it complies with the terms and 
provisions of the Railway Acts, including the Bill now proposed, aud will be handed over to the 
company in lieu of the return of the £10,000 already deposited. 

6. The railway shall be constrncted by th·e company along the surveyed route. This will do 
away with all further reference to t.he question of curves and g1·ades. 

7. In the event of the company failing to comply ,with the terms and provisions of the 
Railway Acts, including the Bill now proposed, the surveys will remain the property of the Crown 
in the same way as the £10,000, if forfeited, would be its property. 

HENRY RYMILL, Esq., 
Tasmanian Club, Hobart. 

I have, &c., 

N. E. LE'-VIS, Premier. 

Tasmanian Government Railways, General Manager's Office, 
Hobart, 1 st Auqust, 1900. 

Line of Hailway from Hobart to West Coast. 
REPLYING to your enquiry by telephone, as to whether, in the ev~nt of the GoYernment making· 

a smvey by their own engineer for a line from Hobart to the \iV est Coast, the question of ciirves 
and grades will be set at rest, I beg to say, yes. It would be better if the s~rvey included plans, 
sections, and the usual detail drawings provided by our engineers in arrangrng for tenders for a 
railway contract. Every information as to quantities, &c., would then be available. 

The line could then be taken _up by_ a company, or let by, or constmcted by, the Government. 

FRED. BACK, General J.1fanager. 
The Hon. the Premier, Hobart. 

Hobart, 2nd August, 1900. 

Srn, 
I DEG to acknowledge the 1·eceipt of your communication dated the 1st instant, and regret to 

say that the proposals therein contained d·o not meet with my approval. 
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I would again u1·ge on your Government,'that iu the face ofthe.eve.uts which have occurred since 

the l'eceipt ]Jy me of you1· letter, the details of which I have had the honour of fully explaining· to 
the Houournble :M:i11istel' of Lauds aucl ,,r orks, that your Government will kindly reco11sider my 
request for a.n extension of tiwe, even if only for a period of 9 months, in which time and perlrnps 
a good deal less, I have every renson to believe that a strong English company will have been 
formed to make the railway. 

I have, &c., 

HENRY RYMILL, Director. 

1'he Honourable tlte Premier. 

2nd August, 1900. 
Sm, 

I HAVE the honour to acknowleclg·e the receipt of your letter of even elate, and regret that the 
Government proposals commuuicated to yon in my lettflr of the I st instaut do not meet with 
your apprnval. . 

I must point out, in reply to your letter, that it is not in the power of tlrn Government to grant 
vour request for an extension of time. Such an extension can be grantP.cl by Parliament alone, and; 
~is.already pointed out to you, the Bill providing· for such extension can only, under existing circum
stances, be introduced in the Leg·islative Council. 

I have, &c., 
N. E. LE'\VIS, Prencier. 

H. HYilIILL, Esq., Tasmanian Club, Hobart. 

3rd August, 1900. 
DEAR MR. LEWIS, 

I SAW Mr. Hymill immediately after we left you!' room, and asked him, as a proposal from 
myself, whether he could reconsider his decision not to agree to the £10,000 being· spent on a 
survey. He said he could not, and demanded that the £10,000 "shall remain inviolate." This is 
his ultimatum. He would, however, agree, he says, to the Government carryi11g out the survey at 
once, and making the company pay fur it, if they go on with the line. I hope yon will be able to 
consider this proposition, which can be attached by you as a conditi1J11 to yuur promise of support of 
au extension of time, if you give such a promise. Of cr.rurse, the Goven1111ent survey, lVIr. Rymill 
thinks, would follow the present flying· survey of the company. 

Yours faithfully, 

HERBERT NICHOLLS. 

MEMO. 
GovERNilIEN'l' to approve of nine months' extension of time being gTa.nted to the eo111pany, with 

all their existing rights reserved. Government to be at libm-t.y to commence the survey of the liue 
forthwith, and, if the company floats within the nine months, they are to pay all expenses thereof up 
to the date of the ·company commencing work-all plant, &c., becoming the property of the com
pany. Provided the Government survey is on the line of route already indicated by the company's 
flying survey. 

H.R. 
4. 8. 1900. 

H,A.NDED to me by Mr. Rymill, on Saturday mon1ing, 4. 8. 1900. 
N. E. L. 

Sm, 
6th, August, 1900. 

REFERRING to the memorandnm which you left with 111e on Saturday last, 1 have the honour 
to inform you that the Government is prepared to suppol't a l'esolution in the Legislative Council, 
seeking an extension of the Adelaide Company's rights, under the Grnut \-Vestem Railway Acts. 
for a further period of Nine months from the 1st instant, and to support the passage through both 
Houses, of a Bill to give effect to such resolutio11, snl~ject to the following terms and conditions:-

1. If the company obtain the desired extension of time, and then f\1il to float a company 
with the necessary capital for the construction of the Railway, or otherwise fa.ii to 
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comply with the pi·ovisions of the Acts, it must be clearly underst0od that the Members 
of the Government will collectively, and individually, oppose the Tepayment of the 
£10,000 which has been deposited. 

2. The Government will seek, at an early date, the neces~ary authority to proceed with the 
preparation of a contract survey between Glenorn ~nd Zeelrn.n. 

3. If the £10,000 deposit be, with the consent of the Adelaide Company, applied to the plll'
pose of the survey, then the survey will follow the route ali·eady indicated by che 
company's flying survey ; and in the event. of the Coustn1ction Company l.ieing· floated 
the plans shall be the property of that company. 

4. If, on the other hand, the Parliament. finds the money fot· the survey, the Government must 
be unrestricted as to the routes to be adopted; aml, in the event of the flotation of r.he 
Construction Company, then that company shall pay to the Government the amount 

· actually expended in seeming the survey, plans, &c., which shall thereupon become the 
property of such corn pany. 

5. In the event of the Constrnl'tion Company not being floated, the survey, plans, &c., shall 
remain the property of the Government. 

I have, &c., 

N. E. LEWIS, Premier. 

H. RYMILL, Esq., -Tasmanian Club, Hobart. 

Tasmanian Club, Hobart, 6th August, 1900. 
Srn, 

I HAVE the honom to acknowledge the receipt of yours of even date, and will submit the same 
to my Board on 1ny reaching Adelaide. 

Yours obediently, 

HENRY RYMILL, Director. 
The Hon. the Premier. 

Telegram to Hon. Premier, Hobart. 

PROMOTERS Great Western state they will immediately employ 200 men complete survey ar:.d 
proceed with construction of until money market enables flotation company. They ask Govermrn=rnt 
extend time completion constrnction of for 12 months. 

Great Western Railway of Tasmania. 
DEAR Sm PHILIP, 

Agent-aeneml. 
· 20. 8. 1900. 

20th August, 1900. 

,v E are informed by cable that the Government has made the following offer, in writing :-

" They will support Bill g·iving nine months' extension provided the Government are allowed 
to proceed with the contract survey on the line of flying survey, using onr deposited £10,000." 

The Government have, therefore, offered to refund the £10,000 dep0sited with them at a much 
earlier date than the Act provides. ,v e are prepared to do much better than that as a proof of our 
bona fides. We will immediately employ 200 men, and continue to do so until the flotation of the 
larger company, which shonld certainly be accomplished well within twelve months at the outside, 
but probably, a great deal sooner, and, possibly, next October. The only doubt in the minds of the 
financiers appears to be that ,we will,not be able t,i complete the construction of the railway within 
the time named in t,he Act, but if an extension is g-ranted there will be no further difficulty'. 

A powerful syndicate which has just been formed here have agreed to firid the necessary moue)· 
for the above. We therefore hope that you will ~ee your way to send the followiug· telegTam for 
ns to the Government:- · 

"Promoters Great Western will immediately employ 200 men to complete survey and proceec. 
with construction until money market enables flotation company. They ask that Goyernme111 
~~tend time completion construction 1~ iponths." 
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As work should be immediately re-commencPd, wonlrl y'lu kindly dispatch this telegram at 

your very earliest convenience, especially ·as the Government are now waiting fo1· a reply to their 
offer, as above. ,,rhat we prnpose will, ~s yon see, leave the £. I 0,000 deposit intact. in the hands of 
the Government as a guarantee of our bona fides. 

These financiers do not ask .the Government to spend any money on the project or to make any 
alteration in the existing f\.cts. 

We ai·e, &c., 

JOHN BRUNLEES. 

""\V. HARCOURT PALMER 

Sm PHILIP FYsH, K.C.1vl.G., .A.gent-Genfralfor Tasmania. 

CoPY of cablegram to Ag·ent-General, 24th August, 1900. 
PROVIDED Company procee<ls immediately to bona fide su;·vey and construction in terms pro

posed in your telegram of 20th August Govenrnrnut ~-ive support when Bill introduced iuto Parlia
ment for twelve months' extension conwletion of railway. 

N. E. LEW IS, Premier. 

_::-

Srn, 

Office ~f the Agent-General for Tasmania, 
T-Vestminster Cltambers, 5, Victoria-sfreet, 

London, S. W., 30tli August, 1900. 

l HAVE the honour to transmit herewith fell' your information copy of a letter I have received 
from the promoters of the Great vVestern Railway of Tasmania stating that they are preparnd to 
immediately employ 200 m-en, and continue to do so until the flotation of the larger company, but 
asked that the ·Government would give a twelve-months'_ extension of time for the completion of the 
railway. The inessage from yon ag-reeing to the terms cabled to you on their behalf by me on the 
20th instant was received by them with gl'eat satisfaction. 

I have, &c., 

Tlie Honou1·able the Premier, !$"c., Hobart, 'I'a.smania. 
P'. 0. FYSH, Agent-Geneml. 

P.S. The subshmce of your telegram of to-day's date relative to the number 
employed at present, was immediately communicated to the Prnmoters. · 

of men actually 

Telegram to the Agent-General, London. 

REFERRING to your teleg;ram of 20th August, 200 men not yet employed. Henry Dobson 
has been informed that employmeut of 20 men now employed will not Le considered cont.inuanee 
of construction after ten days. 

To Minister of Lands and Works. 

N. E. LEWIS, Premier. 
31. 8. 1900. 

Adelaide, ?tit Septem her. 

Jus'r received following cable, dated London sixth instant, from Mr. ,T. W. Bakewell, the 
accredited attorney of Adelaide Company. Please cal;>le Agent-General, as requested therein, and 
notify the preliminary work of organizing company is now completed; t,venty thousand pounds· 
subscribed ; is available, twenty-five thousand pounds to Le reserved; delay entirely caused by 
holidays; solicitors require evidence Acts has Leen observed; ask Governmeut ca.ble Fysh; shall 
commence the work at once as soon as the reply is given by Government.. 

• R. C. BAKEH . 

Telegrami to the Ag-ent-General for Tasmania. 

RECEIVED telegram Adelaide Promoters Great ""\V estern preliminary flotation accomplished and 
· twenty thousand pounds available. Confirm. report. Government consider Acts still in force, but 

lapse unless two _hundred employed imme<liately as arranged and continued. 

N. E. LEWIS, Premier. 
7. 9. 1900. 

Telegram to Sir RICHARD BAKER, Adelaide. 

HAVE sent the following cablegram to om· Agent-General :-Received telegram Adelaide 
Promoters Great ,v estern preliminary flotation accomplished and twenty thonsand pounds available. 
Confirmreport. Government consider Acts still in force but lapse unless two hundred employed 
immediately, as arranged and continued. 

N. E. LEWIS, Premier. 
7. 9. 1900, 

,:-
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TelegTam to the Honourabhi_ the Premier, Hobart. 

REFERRING to your telegram of 3bt August delay caused by holidays. 
organising· Company completed. £20,000 actually available. Telegraph at 

Preliminarv work 
ouc,e wheth~r Acts 

still operative. 
AGENT-GENERAL, London. 

7th Sept., 1900. 

Telegram from Ag·ent-General, London, to the Honourable the Premier, Hobart. 
' 11th September, 1900_ 

REFERRING to yonr telegram of 7th Septem.bei·, incorporation syndicate rroceeding allotment, 
minimum twenty tliomand pounds promised on Thuniday, when first reunttance two thousand 
1,otmds, employment of labour will be made, advise exte11sio11 of week. 

FoRWARDED- to the Honourable the Minister of Lands and \iVorks. 

PERUSED and returned. 

Th« Honourable the Premier. 

To N. E. LEWIS, Premier. 

E. MULCAHY. 
12. 9. 1900. 

N. E. LEWIS, Premier. 
12. 9. 1900. 

Adelaide, 12tlt September, 1900. 

IN view Fysh's satisfactory cable, Board request one week's further time employment two 
hnndred men. 

-R. C. BAR.ER, 
Great Western H.ailway. 

Tasmanian Government Railwa_ys, Residnit Engineer's Ojficf!, 
Hobart, 12th September, 1900. 

JVIemorandum for J. M ._ M'CoR.MlCK, Esq., Engineer of Existing Lines. 
Great -w,. estern Rai.l way. 

IN corn pliance with the request of the H ononrable the Minister for Railways, I proceeded on 
Monday last to the scene of the work. · 

At a distance of 17 miles 20 chains from Glenora, bei11g the fartliest point the clearing has 
reached, I rnet l\fr. Geol'ge 1VIeredith, witli a gaug of l 5 men working under him. He gave any 

~ information asked, and provided a wan to accompany me back ove1· some miles of the line, to see 
the general character of the work done. . 

This work, iu the past and at present, consists in elearing the line for a width of about 50 teet 
on either side of tl1e centre pegs, these being one chain apart, with mileag·e stamped on. All scrub 
is cut, and all trees grubbed, and rolled ont on either side to the abovernentioned width. 

No other work has been commenced. 

F. BACK, Esq., General Manager. 

Forwarded. 
JOHN M. M•CORMICK. 

12. 9. 1900. 

C. E. NAIRN, Resident Enginee.r. 

Telegram to Sir RICHARD BAKER, Adelaide. 

EXPECTING report daily from officer sent to inspect vrnrks. Executiv~ will deal with his report 
011 Friday, twenty-fin,t instant. If report unsatisfacto1·y, and number of men promised in cable not 
in meantime arranged for, Ministers niust recommend forfeiturn. 

N. E. LEWIS, Premier. 
13.9.1900. 

Telegram to the Honourable the Premier, Hobart. 
· R EFERRlNG to my telegram of 11 th September, financiers lielieve impossible obtain 200 men 
by 21st September. Will Government consider requirements fulfilled if first £2000 sent imme
diately to employ labour as soon as obtainahle. 

AGENT-GENERAL 
l9. 9, 1900, 
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Teleg-ram to Sir RICHARD BAKER, Adelaide. 

HAVE received following teleµ;~am fru111 om· Agent-General: begins referri11g· to 111y telegram, 
e!fwenth Sep1em bor. Financir-ll's believ() impossible obtain two liu11drn<l men by twenty-first 
September, \Viii Government co11sider requireme11t.s fulfilled if tirst. t.wu thousaml poands sent 
immediately to employ labour a;; soon as obtainable? Telegram ends, time too short. t.o deal with 
-England by ea ble. Cabinet will to-morrow deal with report of office1· as to coustruetion. Unless 
:Ministers absolutely sati;;fied by noon to-monow that money is in 'l\ismania, and i11structions given 
to put on construction work. as soon as obtainable, at least two hundred men, there will be no 
ahernative but to take steps to forfeit concessions. 

. N. E. LEWIS, Premier. 
20. 9. 1900. 

Telegram to the Honourable the Premier, Hobart. 

REFEHRI.NG to my telegram of 19th September, £2000 awaiting reply to telegTam. 

Hon. N. E. L-i.wrs, Premier, Hobart. 

AGENT-GENERAL. 
21. 9. 1900. 

Adelaide, 21st September, 1900. 

AM sorry my company has been disappointed in receipt of money from England to employ 
two hundred men, -,vhich, from various telegrams received, my company had every reason to expect 
In view of the fair .and reasonable manner your Government has always treated my company, I 
cannot ask for further time; but if your Government, after full inquiries, consider it ~oul<l be to 
the interest uf Tasmania to grant my company exteHsion of time for a g·iven period, in order that 
it 11:ay construct the 111uch-nee<led railway, my cumpany will continue its most stremwus efforts to 
bring this about, or, if yon desire it, they will withdrnw at a moment's notice. 

R. C. BAKER, Chairman. 

"Rialto," Melbourne, 21st Septem-ber, 1900. 
Hon. N. E. LEWIS, Premie,- of' Tasmania, Hobart. . 

GREA'.r ,v estern. Am advised from London, arrangem~nts made satisfy Government. Do 
nothing to kill Act. Cables may be through any moment. 

W. H. WALKER, Solicitor, Melbourne. 

V1vIAN BUTLER, 8olicitor, Hobm·t. 
"Rialto," ilielboume, 22nd Septembe1·, 1900. 

lNFORi\1 Ministry Baker no right abandon; Will contest. 

,v. H. ,v ALKER. 

Telegram to the Hon. N. ~- LEwis, Premier, Hobart. 

Adeiaide, 22nd September, 1900. 
ELEVEN thirty. Just received following cable from Bakewell. _Mo11ey ready. Fi11auciers 

insist on official aj)proval throng·h Fysh. Will you please cable Fysh as Bakewell requests, an<l 
kindly send me copy your cable. 

R. C. BAKER, Chafrmnn. 

Telegram to Agent-General, London.' 

ON receipt of yom· telegram of nineteenth September, Baker was informed that unless £'2000 
available Hoba,-t, 2-lst September, for purpose of employing 200 at once, Government proceeds 
forfeiture of concessions. Conditio11s being unfulfilled it is intended 24th SeptembPr. give company 
week's notice. Intention to pl'Oceed with matter in such manner as .circumstances require under 
Part Fourteen of Act .. Failing remittance £2000 in a week, immediate' engag·ement 200 with 
]east pos!-ible delny, Application Comt proceeds, 

N. E. LEWIS, Premier. 
i2, 9. 1900, 

, 
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1:I'elegTarn to Sir RICHARD BAKER, Adelaide. 
HAVE just seut following telegram to our Agent~General. Begins-On receipt. of yonr. tele

gram of nineteenth Septembe1·, Baker was informed that unless two thousand ponmls available 
Hobart, twenty-first September, for purpose of employing two hund1·ed at once, Government pro
ceeds forfeiture of concessions. Conditions being· unfulfilled it is intended twenty-fourth September 
give Company week's notice, intention proceed with matter in such manner as circumstances 
require under Part Fourteen Act, failing remittance two thousand pounds in a week, immediate 
engagement two hundred with least pof'sible delay, Application Court proceeds. Telegram ends. 

N. E. LEWIS, Premie~·. 
22. 9. 1900. 

London, 25th September, 1900. 
'l'elegram for the Honourable the Premier, Hobart . 

. . REFERRING to your teleg-ram of 22nd September, railway have deposited with me £2000 
Pay Russell Young-. 

~IR; 

P. 0. FYSH, Agent-General . 
. 25. 9. 1900. 

O.ffice of the A.gent- Geneml for 'Tasmania, Wl'stminster Chambers, 
5, Vict01·ia-street, London, S.W., 25th September, 1900. 

I HAVE the honour to inform yon that I have this day telegraphed to you to pay Mr. Russell 
Young· the sum of £2000. This su·m has been paid to me by Messrs. Pauling and Co. as a first 
instaln;ient in connection with the employment of labour on the Great Western Railway. 

I have, &c., 

P. 0. FYSH, Agent-General. 
The Hon. the Premier, ~c., I-lobart, Tasmania. 

Lo'Yfdon, 26th. September, 1900. 
Telegram for transmisston to the Hon. the Premier, Hobart. 

REFERRING to your. telegram of 26th :5eptember, Promoters authorise the appointment 
of Young as Agent. Pay £2000 to his credit. 

AGENT-GENERAL. 

22nd October, 1900. 
Srn, 
. REFERRING to your despatch No. 478/00, dated 30th Aug·ust, 1900, cove1·ing a copy of a 13tter 

addresser! to you by Messrs. Bnrnlees and Palmer, I desire to say that the communication contains 
very many misleading statements. I am having the whole correspondence betwoen the Go\-eru
ment and the Great Western Railway Company printed, and as soon as it reaches me from the 
Printer I will take care that a copy is forwarded to you. I have ,::ent a copy of Messrs. Brnr1lees 
and Palmer\; letter to the company's legal representative in Hobart, Mr. Russell Young, and 
have drawn his attention to the incorrect statements contained therein. 

I have, &c., 
N. E. LEWIS, P1·emier. 

The Agent-General for Tasmania, London, S. W. 

Sm., 
22nd October, 1900. 

HEREWITH I have the honour to enclose a copy of a communication which was addressed by 
Messrs. Brunlees and Palmer to Sir Philip Fysh in London on the 20th August last. The letter 
contains very many misleading statements, as a permal of the correspondence between the 
Government and the company will show. I am having· printed a copy of all sucl1 corre■pond_ence, and
as soon as it is received from the Printer I will forward a copy of.. the same to you. 

I have, &c., 

RussELL YOUNG, Esq., Solicitor, Hobart. 
N. E. LEWIS, .P?·emiPr. 
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Banh of Australasia Cltambers, Elizabeth-street, 

Hobart, ~3nL October, 1900. 

I HAVE the honour to ack11owledg·e receipt of your letter of this elate enclosing copy letter 
,'tddre;;;;iecl by Messrs. Bnmlees and Painter to the Agent-General, on the 20th August last. My 
firm is not in any way responsible for the statements contained in the letter enclosed. 

I will be pleased to receive the copy correspondence· referred to by you. 

I have, &c., 
RUSSELL YOUNG. 

Tlie Honourable tlte Premier. 

Telegram to the Hon. the Premier, Hobart. 
GREA'r ,vestem Railway call due ,vednesday, when £2000 will be remitted. 

Sm, 

AG-ENT-GENERAL. 
25tlt October, I 900. 

26tlt October, 1900. 

BY direction of the Honourable the Premier, I have the honour to forward herewith a copy 
of a cablegram just. to hand from Sir Philip Fysh, the Ag·ent General in London, on the subject of 
the Great \Vestem Railway Compa,ny. · 

I have, &c., 
GEO. STEW ARD, Secretary to the Premier . . 

RussELL YOUNG, Esq., Solicitor, 1-lobm·t. 

SIR, 

Office of t!te Agent-G-eneralfor Tasmania, TVestminster Chambers, 
5, Victoria-street, London, S. W., 26tlt October, 1900. 

I HA YE the honour to inform you that I have been advised by the }Jromoters of the Great 
Western Railway of Tasmania that on Wednesday next a second payment of Two thousand 
Pounds (£2000) will be made to this department fo1· construction pnrposes on the railway. I was 
under the impression that these payments were to be made once a month, dating from the first one, 
viz., 25th September, but I am given to understand that the £2000 is sufficient for five weeks. 

I have, &c. 
HERBERT \V. ELY 

Secretary for Agent-General, absent. 
T!te Honourable tlte Premier, Hobart, Tasmania. 

Sm, 

TelegTam to the Hon. the Premie1;, Hobart. 
REFERRING to my telegram of 25th October, pay Russell Young £2000. 

(Sig·ned) P. 0. FYS H, Agent-General. 
3bt· October, 1900. 

Transmitted to the Hon. the Treaslll'er for his infonnation and guidance; 
By direction, 

GEO. STEvVARD, Sec. to tlte Premier. 
1. 11. 1900. 

Office of tlte Agent-General for Tasmania, TVestminster Chambers, 
5, Victoria-street, London, S. W., 1st November, 1900. 

IN continuation of my Despatch No . .576, dated the 26th ultimo, relative to the Great vVestern 
Railway of Tasma_nia, I have the ho11our to inform you that yesterday I received from the syndicate 
a cheque for two thousand pounds ( £2000), being the second instalment on account of constrnction 
of the railway .. I immediately cabled to you requesting you to pay to the representative of the 
railway in the Colony that amount. 

I have, &c., 
P. 0. FYSH, Agent-Genernl. 

'The I-Io,wurable the Premier, \)"C,, I-J.obati, 'l'asmania. 
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1st November, 1900. 
SrR, 

'I AllI directed by the Honourable the Premier to forwal'd herewith a copy of a cablegram_ 
which has been received this morning from London authorising this Government to pay to you the 

~ sum of £2000. A copy of the cablegram in question has been forwarded to· the Honourable the
Treasurer for his information and guidance. 

I have, &c. 

Rus~rnLL YOUNG, Esq., Solicitor, Hobart. 
GEO. STEWARD, Secretary to the Premier .. 

TELEGRAM. 
London, 2.11.1900, 6.30 P.M. 

To the Honourable the Premier, Hobart. 

Great Western Company ask cessation of work, or keep expenses as low as possible, pending
arrival of Pauling's engineer, leaving next week ; Palmer and Brunlees follow week after ; reply 
by telegraph. · 

To the Hon. the Premier, Richmond. 

AGENT-GENERAL. 
2.11.1900. 

Ross Rail, 3.11.1900, noon. 

As reply wanted early I think we should cable at once that Government insist present expen
diture on construction works of two thousand pounds be maintained as public pledg·e to that: 
effect has been given. 

E. MULCAHY, Ross. 

To RvssELL Y ouNG, Esq., Elizabeth-street, Hobart. 

I propose to send following telegram to Agent-General at one o'clock to day:-" Request con-· 
tained in your telegram of second November cannot be -complied with. Government publicly 
declare that it is intention to insist construction being· continued." Telegram ends-" I am now pro~ 
ceeding to Oatlands where I shall be until about four o'clock this afternoon. Expenditure, £400' 
weekly.' 1 

[Urgent.] 

N. E. LEWIS, Premier. 
5.11.1900. 

Hobw·t, 5.11.1900. 12· 3 P.M. 

To N. E. LEWIS, Pre1nier, Oatlands. 

Your proposal wire most damaging. We do not ask cessation of work now proceeding ; but 
do ask reduction of weekly amount from Four Hundred Pounds to say Two Fifty Pounds to carry 
us over until arrival of Pauling's engineer. · 

RUSSELL YOUNG. 

Telegram to the Agent-General, London. 
· . Railway Government publicly declared that it is intended to insist expenditure on works £400·. 

weekly, consequently request_ contained in your telegram cannot be complied with 2nd November .. 

N. E. LEWIS, Premier, 6th November, 1900· 

Telegram from the Agent-General to the Hon. the Premier. 
Pauling's Engineer Brunlees Palmer left London 01'tona. 

23.11.1900. 
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Offece of the Agent- Geneml /01· Tasmania, 

Westminster Chambers, ,5, Victoria-street, 
London, S. W., 23rd November, 1 !:JOO. 

:bni, 
I have the honour to inform you that the Enginee1; representing Messrs. Paufing and Co., 

Contractors for the Great Western Railway company (Tasmania); Mr. John Brunlt1Jes, the 
-Consulting Engineer to the company ; and Mr. J. Harcourt Palmer, left Eng·laud by the 
R.M.S. Ortona, and should be in the Colony before this reaches you. A cable notifi·ing this is 
being· sent to you to-day. 

A short time back a claim for £33 9s,, being the cost of telegTams to and from the Colony on 
their behalf, was made to the promoters of the company. 'l'hey, however, stated that their 
representatives in Adelaide had been instructed to pay the amount to the Colonial Treasury, as 
they held the working capital. · · · · 

Should, however, they have not already done so, I would sug·gest that an application be made 
·for the amount, tog·ether with the cost of all" messages to and from this department dealing with 
·the matter since the 26th September. 

I have been advised that the third instalment of £2000, which is due 011 the 5th December, 
-will he in my hands before that date. 

I have, &c., 

Srn, 

P. 0. FYSH, Agent-General. 

Telegram to the Honourable the Premier, Hobart. 
PAY Russell Young £2000. 

P. 0. FYSH, Agent-General. 
l. 12. 1900 

3rd Der.ember, l 900. 

BY direction of the Honourable the Premier, I have the 11onour to i11f'orm you that the follow
'jng is a correct translation of a cablegram received from the Ag;ent-Genera.1 this clay, dated London, 
l st December, 1900, time 1 ·40 P.M. :-

" Pay Russell Young £2000." 

I have, &c., 
GEO. STEW ARD, Secretary to the Premier. 

·The B onourable the 'l'reasurer. 

3rd December, 1900. 
·Srn, 

I AM instructed by the Honourable the P1·emier to inform y,,u that the following cablegram 
Jias this day been received from the Agent-General, London:-

" Pay Russell Young· £2000." 
'I'he Honourable the Treasurer has been instructed accordingly. 

RussRLL YoL'NG, Esq., Hobart. 

:Sm; 

I have, &c., 
GE0. STEW AHD, Secretary to the Premier. 

Office of t!te Agent- General for Tasmania, 
TVestminster Chambers, 5 Victoria-street, 

London, .S. W., 7tl,. December, 1900, 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that I have received from the Railway Constrnctiou and 
Development Company (Tasmania), and paid in to the credit of the Public Account of the Colony, 

.at the London and Westminster Bank, a cheque for two thousand pounds ( £2000 ), being the 
third instalment on account of the c011struction of the Great Western Hailway. A telegram was 
-sent to you on the l st instant, asking· you to pay that amount to the representative to the company 
-ju the Colony. 

I have, &c., 
H. W. ELY, Secretary.for A_qent-General . 

. The Houourable tlte Premier, &-c., Hobart, Tasmania; - · · 

JOHN VAIL1 
GOVERNMEXT PRINTER TASMANIA. 


