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SHOWETH: 

To the Honorable the Legislative 'Council of :Pa~mania, ·in Parliament ·assembled. 

The h~1rn ble Petition of ,the -undersigned Inhabitants· of Westbury' and its vicinity. 

THAT in the opm1on 'of yoi1r 
0

Petitioners the time 'hail arrived when''Creeds that are fuiidamerttally 
opposed should cease ,to be sll,pported by public taxation • 

. ' ' : . . . 
. . . I • . , 

... That the' payment'.of jmhlic moneys, to the amount of more than £17,000 per· annum/ to vgricius 
Ecclesiastical 'bodies professin'g these Creeds is.a'l1eavy'burden to the State, which'brtrde.n your'Petitioners 
believe might be-removed. · · · · · · 

That the removal of this burden might be effected without injury to any existing vested inte~·ests, by 
allowing the sums paid to the present recipients under the State Aid 'Distribution and ·supei·arii'n'iation Acts 
to revert to the Public Treasury on the death or removal from the Colony of such recipients. 

That in the year 1853 it was •announced officiallr, (Despa'tch No. 9) "that at no very distant period 
all contributions from the revenue .towards the support of the Clergy shall cease and determine." 

Your Petitioners ·therefore· liuinbly pray your Honorable House to pass a law for the entire abolition 
of State Aid to Ecclesiastical bodies-a law which shall secure to the present recipients under the State Aid 
Distribution and Superannuation Acts, so Jong as they exercise their office in this Colony, their full stipend 
and allowance ; and in case of the death or removal from the Colony of such recipient~, shall provide that 
the sum or sums paid to them shall thereupo~ revert to the Public Treasm·y. 

And your Pe.titioners will ever pray, &c. 

[Herejollorv 29 Signatures.] 

To tlie Honorable the Legislative Council of Tasmania, in Parliament assembled. 

The humble Petition of the undersigned· Minister and Office-bearers of the Primitive Methodist Chapel, 
Frederick-street, Launceston, 

SHOWETH: 

THAT in •the opm10n of your Petitioners the time bas arrived when Creeds that are fundamentally 
opposed should cease to be supported by public taxation. 

That in the year 1853 it was announced officially (Despatch No. 9) " that at no very distant period 
all contributions fi:om the revenue towards the support of the Clergy shall cease and determine." 

Your Petitioners therefore humbly pray ·your Honorable House to pass a law for the entire abolition 
of State Aid to Ecclesiastical bodies-a law which shall secure to the present recipients under the State Aid 
Distribution and Superannuation Acts_. so long as they exercise their office in .this Colony. their full stipend 
and allowance ; and in case of death or removal from the Colony of such recipients, shall provide that the 
sum or sums paid to them shall thereupon revert to the Public Treasury, 

And your Petitioners will ever pray, &c. 

JOSEPH LoNG, Minister, 

THos. EDGINTON, } 
J. W. SNownoN, Office-bearers. 
THos. DocKING, 
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To tlte Honorable tlte Legislative Council of Tasmania, in Pa1·liament assembled, 

The humble Petition of the undersigned Church and Congregation meeting in the Independent Chapel., 
Tamar-street, Launceston. 

SHOWETH: 

'l'HAT in the opinion of your Petitioners the time has arrived when Creeds that are fundamentally 
opposed should cease to be supported by public taxation. 

That the payment of public moneys, to the amount of more than £17,000 per annum, to various 
Ecclesiastical bodies professing these Creeds is a heavy burden to the State, which burden your Petitioners 
believe might be removed. 

That the removal of this burden might be effected without injury to any existing vested interests by 
allowing the sums paid to the present recipients under the Stale· Aid Distribution and Superannuation Acts 
to revert to the Public Treasury on the death or removal from the.Colony of such recipients. 

That in tlrn year 1853 it was announced oflicially (Despatch No, 9) that at no very distant period all 
contributions from the Revenue towards the support of the Clergy shall .cease and determine. 

Your Petitioners therefore humbly pray your Honorable House to pass a law for the entire abolition of 
State Aid to Ecclesiastical bodies, and a law which shall secure to the present recipients under the State Aid 
Distribution and Superannuation Acts, so long as they exercise their office in this Colony, their full stipend 
and allowance; and in case of the death or removal from the Colony of such recipients, shall provide that the 
sum or sums paid to them shall thereupon revert to the Public Treasury. 

And your Petitioners will ever pray, '&c. 

CHARLES PmcE, Pastor. 

D. RooM, } 
WM. Gunn, . 
E L D Deacons. 

, • ITCHAM, 

THOMAS RIDGE, 

JAMES BARNARD, 
GOVERNMENT PRINTER, TASMANIA. 


