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PARLIAMENTARY LIBRARY CO~!IMITTEE. 

THE Members of the Joint Committee of both Houses appointed to be a Libi·ary Committee having 
held several meetings and entered into correspondence with the Honorable the Chief Secretary, 
which has reirnlted in au unsati,;;factory manner, feel it to be their duty to report to your Honorable 
Houses as follows. 

The amount voted by Parliament for the Library (including books, works of reference, 
magazines, periodicais, and newspapers) during the past few years has proved wholly insufficient, 
consequently Supplementary Estimates have been resorted to· to the extent of £62 18s. 2d. m. 
1894, £46 in 1895, and about £25 will be necessary for 1896. 

The Committee have been unable, owing to the 'want of funds, to procure for the Library 
books absolutely necessary for the guidance· of Mem hers. . 

Notwithstanding the urgent representations · of tp.e Conirnittee, the Goverinnent · decline to 
place more than £30 at the disposal of the Committee for the year 1897. A copy of the corre­
spondence is hereto attached.-(Append~ A.) 

In providing for the distribution of this amount of £30, the Committee have decided to continue 
to take the periodicals named in 'the attached paper.,-(A ppendix B.) This will absorb £27 12s. 2d. 
The balance will be retained for the 'purchase of absolutely necessary books of reference. There 
will be no funds to meet the annual payment of £18 14s. now expended in subscribing to local 
newspapers, and in consequence it has been decided to give notice to discontinue these as from the 
1st January next. 

ADYE DOUGLAS, Chairman Library Committee, 

'APPENDIX A. 
Pai·liament House, Hobart, 19th . 4 ugust, 1896. 

Srn, . . 
AT a Meeting of the Library Committee held this clay, it was resolved· that I should communicate with you, 

pointing out the uselessness of placing on the Estimates so small a sum as £30 for the payment of the newspapers 
· m1d 1ieriodicals and books required by Parliament. I therefore trust that the Government will, before the Estimates 

leave the Assembly, cause a reasonable sum to be appropriated, £hat is to ·say, £40 for newspapers and periodicals, 
and £30 for the Parli>tmentary Library. 

I have, &c. 

17w Hon. the Chief Secretary. 
ADYE DOUGLAS, Chairman Libmry Committee. 

S1n, 
Parliament House, Hobai·t, 9th September, 1896. 

_I ,ur _insti:~cte.d by the Chairman of the Library Committe'e to write ancl draw your attention to his letter to 
you of the 19th ultimo, and to state that he woultl foe! obliged by receiving a reply thereto at an early date. 

I have, &c. 

1'lu: Hon. the Cliiif. Secretary. 
J. K. · REID, Li(i1·arian to Parliament. 

Sm; 
Parliament I-Iquse, Hobart, llrh September, 1896. 

· .Ox the 19th August last I addressed you in reference to the requirements of the Library. O_n,,the 9th instant I 
had a·reminder sent you, having received no reply to my letter of the 19th ultimo; this correspondence has been 
1·eturned with an indorsement, but not from you. As you are the_responsible Minister for this Department, I have-
to request your reply, so that the same may appear among the Papers of the Library Committee. · 

I have, &c. 

Tlte Hon. the Chief Secretary. 
ADYE.DO_IJGLAS, Chairman of Library Committee~ 

•· 
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. C!tief Secretm·y's Office, Hobart, l4tlt September, 1896. 
Sin, · · · · . . · 

REFERRING to your letters of the 19th ultimo and 9th and lltll'instant, I regret to have to inform you that tl1c 
circumstapces of the Colony <lo not justify any increase in tl1e present vote for the provision of newspapers, books, 
periodicals, &c. for the purpose of the Parliamentary Library. . .. . · 

The Honoi-able AnYE DouGLAs, Clwirman of tlw 
Pai·liamentai·y Library Committee, Hobart. 

I l!!we, &c. 
WM. l\'.IOORE, Cltief Secretm·y. 

Pai·liament House, Hobart, l8tlt Sepfe•nber, 1896. 
Srn 1

AT a meeting of the ·Parliamentary Library· Committee held yesterday, I submitted your letter of the 14th 
instant, in which you state that the circumstances of the Colony do not justify any increase in the present vote for 
the provision ofnewspapcrs, periodicals, &c. for the Library; whereupon the following Resolution was agreed to, 
and I was ~irected to forward you a co1JY of ~he rnme. . 

"Resolved, That, as the Government decline to make any furtlier })rovision for the wants of the Library, the 
Librarian be instructed to give notice.to each local newspaper2 informing them that for want of funds the Library 
Committee regrets the necessity of discontinuing subscribmg to their paper as from the date when current 
subscription expires." · 

I hav:i:, &c. 

Tlw Hon. tlte Cltief Seeretaiy. 
ADYE DOUGLAS, Chairman Libraiy Com1ilittee. 

SrR, 
Cltief Ser:retaiy's Office, Hobart, 26tli September, 1896. 

IN reply to your letter of the 18th instant, covering a Resolution by the Parliamentary Library Committee, I 
have the honor to inform you that, in the opinion of the Government, the Library Committee have sufficient funds 
available under the vote for subscriptions to local newspapers ; and that, if by diverting these to less necessary 
purposes they are unable to keep up the supply of newspapers, the fuult is theirs. 

I have, &c. 

Tlte Clwinnan of tlte Parliamentary Library Committee, Hobart. 
WM. l\WORE, Clticf Secreta;y. 

Pai·liament House, 25tlt September, 1896 •. 
Srn, . · 

IN reply to your letter of the 25th instant, I would point out that the Library Committee Imel no knowledge of 
the determination of the Government not to grant any further funds for the use of the Library until- expenses were 
actuaJly incurred. Consequently the Government, and not the Committee, is in fault, and I am surprised at your 
statement thanhe Committee had diverted funds to less necessary purposes. It is a pity youi· Government do n<it 
stick to facts, instead of making unfounded statements. 

Yours faithfully, 

Tlte Hon. the. Ckief Secretaiy. 
ADYE DOUGLAS, Chairman of Libraiy Committee. 

Cltief Sec,•etary's Office, Hobart,·29tlt September, 1896. 
Srn· 

'BY direction of the Honorable t~e Chief' Seci·etary, I have the honor to ~cirnowle·dge the receipt of your 
letter of the 26th instant. 

I am also to state that the question of the sum of £6 13s. 6d. which was spent by the Library Committee in 
-excess of the amount authorised by Parliament will be brought forward at the next meeting of the Cabinet, with a 
-view to its being provided for on a Supplementary Estimate. ' 

I hava, &c. 

The Cltairman of the Parlimnenta1y Committee, Hobart. 
GEORGE STEWARD, Acting Under Sccretaiy 

APPENDIX B. 
LI ST of Publications ordered b.11 tlte I;,ibrar;11 Committee for 1897. 

Fortnightly Review ................................ .. 
Nineteen"th'Ccntury ............................. ; .. . 
-Quarterly Review ................................... . 
Edinburgh Review ................. : ................. . 
Auunal Hegister ....... .':- ............................. . 
BrasFcy Anmml ... .' .................................. . 
Statesrnau's Year Boole ........................... .. 
Pugh's Almanac ...................................... . 
,vhitaker's Almanac ........... · .......... · ............ . 

£ s. d. 
1 16 0 
1 16 0 
1 10 0 
1 10 0 
1 0 0 
0 15 0 
0 12 0 
0 8 0 
·o 2 6 

Saturday Review ........ _ ........................... .. 
'fhe Mail (English) ................................ . 
Sydney Herald ..................................... .. 
South Australian. Register, ....................... .. 
Brisbane Courier · ................................... . 
Auckland W eckly News ......................... .. ,v cstern Mail .......................................... . 
Argus .................................................. . 

£ s. d. 
2 0 0 
2 14 0 
1 10 0 
1 6 0 
l 12 0 
1 10 0 
1 12 8 
1 10 0 

Dictionary National Biography during 1897, £27 12 2 
say 4 vols. at l 7s. 6d. .. ........................ .. 

:i\Ien of Action, say 6 vols. at 3s ........... : • ..... 
3 10 0 
0 18 0 

N OTE.-All other publications at present 1·eccivcd discontinued after the end of 189G. 

WILLIAM GRAHAME, JUN., 
GOVERNMENT PRINTER, TASMANIA. 


