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To the Honorable the President and the Honorable Members of the
Legislative Council, in Parliament assembled.

The humble Petition of the Roman Catholics of Tasmania.
RESPECTFULLY SHOWETH :

1. That the system of Public Education, as by law established in Tasmania, is of such a nature
that your Detitioners cannot, under its provisions, bring up their children according to the tenets
and teaching of their church in the all-important question of education.

2. That, whilst recognising for all other denominations in this Colony the fullest liberty in the
education of their children, your Petitioners deem it a hardship that they cannot avail themselves
of the public funds which they contribute to, and which are set apart for the purpose of Public.
Education, without contravening those principles in virtue of which Roman Catholics consqleptlously
believe that education, to be worthy of the name, should be based upon and guided by religion.

3. That the hardship in question is aggravated by the fact that by Section 6 of «“ The Public
Schools Act,” 37 Vict. No. 11, it is in certain cases rendered compulsory on parents to send their

children to Public Schools, conducted though they be on a system so opposed to the religious con-
victions of your Petitioners. ' A

4. That in view of these premises, your Petitioners trust your Honorable House will in its
wisdom adopt such measures as will enable the Roman Catholics of Tasmania, who represent about
one-fourth of the population of the Colony, to benefit by the provisions made for Public Education,

and to bring up their children, as their church so strictly enjoins upon them to do, as good Christians
and useful members of society.

5. That your Petitioners would respectfully suggest a practical remedy for the grievance
complained of by the Roman Catholics of Tasmania, who are obliged to pay their share of the

education expenses of the country while receiving in return a system of education which is opposed
to the dictates of their consciences.

6. That the remedy your Petitioners propose is the adoption of a system fair to all sections of
the community, familiarly known as “ payment by results,” and “ capitation,” whereby, on the just
principle of equal remuneration for equal work, your Petitioners’ schools could be visited by
Government Inspectors, and the children therein examined in the same subjects of secular Instruction
as are the children in State Schools, and upon the Inspector’s report and certificate as to the required
standard of proficiency having been reached, payment to be made accordingly.

7. That by the principle in question being adopted, your Petitioners would be enabled to
participate in the provision Parliament may deem fit to make after the Report of the Royal Com-
mission appointed for the purpose of enquiring into the system of Public Education in Tasmania
and the neighbouring colonies, and the manner in which provision for the same is made, in order to
secure increased advantages to the public of Tasmania in the matter of education.

8. That the principlereferred to is in harmony with the spirit of the Constitution, w‘bich guarantees
ample civil and religious rights to all classes, and in harmony also with our Court of Equity, which
upholds the parent’s right to determine the character of the education ‘of his children; and in
harmony, moreover, with the principles of justice, which entitles us to receive from the State, in

return for our portion of the taxes, some advantage which we could avail ourselves of without
violating eonscience, :
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Your Petitioners therefore bumbly pray that in the distribution of the Grant in aid of
Education in Tasmania, the principle of “ payment by results ” be not only recognised but be carried
into effect, in order that the Roman Catholics of Tasmania may not be required to send their
children to State Schools where religion is excluded, or, as it were, be enforced to tax themselves a
second time by sending their children to schools where, together with instruction in the secular
branches of knowledge, religious training can also be combined. :

And your Petitioners, as in duty bound,' will ever pray, &e.

[Here follow 175 signatures.]

" THE following Petitions, in the same terms, were also presented during the Session.

From whom. By whom presented. When. presented. Sié\:z ‘()z‘t;:{c s
' ' 1883.

Roman Catholics ....... Cereene aneiees Mr. Watchorn ‘August 8th 173
Ditto, Mersey «ooovvveeerenennncsans Mr. Moore Ditto 110
Ditto, Tasmania ... covveinneennnrass Mr. Lord August 21st 77

Roman Catholics ...coovan... vesesieees Mr. Leake August 23rd 143
Ditto cecvvnniranenns craiean. eeees| Mr. Moore August 28th 82
Ditto, Tasmania ceecessncesccensnsn. Mr. Crowther August 20th 199
Ditto .....ciiieiiennnn ececanan «el Mr. Grubb Ditto 277
Ditto sveecevencoscnsacnanns ceenas Mr. Maclanachan Ditto . 88
Ditto, Longford «c.v.uvne.ou. eeeeees| Mr. Dodery September 18th 93
Ditto, Tasmania ... o... ... eereeeaens Mr. Maclanachan Ditto 89
Ditto cevevvnnecanaan ceerssanaaens Mr. Grubb Ditto 93
Ditto ...... ..., fetenanannaaas Mcr. Moore, for Mr. Chapman | October 9th 76
Ditto, Ringarooma . .eevvinennnaenn, Mr. Cameron October 16th 191

1491
175
Total number of Petitioners.e.....ccu.. 1666
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