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REPORT of Proceedings of the lNTERCOLONIAL CoNFERENCE assembled in Melbourne 
in the Months of June and July, 1870. 

Tms Conference was convened at the instance of the Government of Tasmania, primarily in order 
to consider the desirability of the establishment of a Customs Union for the Australasian Colonies, 
and the removal of all restrictions upon intercolonial trade. The invitation was responded to by 
the Colonies of New South Wales, Victoria, and South Australia, whose representatives, with those 
of Tasmania, were as follows :- · · · · · · · · 

PRESENT: 

On behalf of New South Wales-
The Honorable C. CowPER, M.P., Colonial Secretary, 
The Honorable S. SAMUEL, M.P., Colonial Treasurer. 

On behalf of Tasmania-
The Honorable J. M. WILSON, M.L.C., Colonial Secretary, 
The Honorable THos. D. CHAPMAN, M.H.A., Colonial Treasurer. 

On behalf of South Australia-
The Honorable J. HART, C.M.G., M.P., Treasurer, 
The Honorable J. H; BARROW, M.L.C., ' 
W, TowNSEND, Esq., M.P. 

On behalf of Victoria7"" 
The Honorable Sir J. McCuLLOCH, M.P., Chief Secretary, 
The Honorable J. G. FRANCIS, l\LP:, Treasurer. · 

Representatives from .Qu~ensland and New. Zealand did not. attend,· for reasons given in the· 
annexed correspondence. · 

The Government of Victoria having placed the Executive Council Chamber at the disposal of 
the Conference, its first meeting was held there on 20th June, at noon ; the sittings being continued 
until 5th July. · 

The most important questions considered by the Conference were, a free interchange of the 
natural productions and manufactures of the respective Colonies, a uniform Tariff ·with assimilated 
excise regulations, a Customs Union, and a distribution of the reverlue derived therefrom upon the 
basis of population. The desirableness of such arrangements was admitted, and the more important 
ite_ms subject to fixed duties were considered, and might have been agreed to ; but upon approaching 
the list of articles involving free trade on the one hand, and discriminating duties on the other,, 
various difficulties presented themselves, and it was found impracticable to effect such a comproinise 
as would secure the desired result. These difficulties precluded New South Wales from accepting 
the principle upon which the proposal of Victoria was based; and the Representatives of the latter 
Colony, considering the prospective advantages thereby diminished, subsequently proposed new 

. conditions for South Australia and Tasmania, to which those Colonies were unable to accede. 

But although, for the reasons stated, the Conference has not arrived at any definite conclusion 
on the subject, the consideration of the question has led to a deeper conviction of its importance; 
whilst the resolution to memorialise Her Majesty's Government to remove the prohibitions against 
intercolonial free trade interposed by Imperial enactment will, if successful, materially facilitate 
further action. 
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That a plan for harmonising the diverse Tariffs of the Australasian Colonies so as to secure the 
assent of various political parties should be a work not easy of attainment is only what might have 
been expected ; but the Conference, impressed with the excellence of the object, has faith in its 
ultimate and not far distant success. 

The Conference, however has been in perfect accord upon several other questions of 
considerable importance. It has been decided to recommend the adoption by the various Govern
ments represented of a uniform sea-going intercolonial postage rate of threepence, and also to 
reduce the charges upon telegraphic messages. It is believed that these arrangements will be 
found beneficial to trade and acceptable to the public generally. 

The evils that have arisen from the facility with which absconding debtors and other offenders 
have been enabled to evade justice through the absence of uniform intercolonial law on the subject 
formed part of the deli.berations of the Conference, and it was resolved that the Governments of the 
various Colonies should be urged to introduce Bills of similar import at the earliest practicable 
-0pportunity. 

The question of Immig:r:ation was considere.d, . and an opinion was. recorded that it would be 
<lesirable in future to adopt a plan, coinmon to the several Colonies, so as to secure to each the full 
lJenefit to which it would be entitled on .account of the expenditure of public money for this object. 
The attention of the several Governments will be invited to the question, with a view to the 
l).doption of corresponding regulatiqns. 

. Despatches from the Imperial. Government having .intimated the intended withdrawal of the· 
Troops now stationed 'in Australia, the Conference took into consideration the course to be pursued. 
under the altered circumstances in which the Colonies are about to be placed, and it was decided 
to press upon the attention of Her Majesty's Government the paramount duty of their making' 
adequate naval provision for the protection of British and Australian commerce in these waters, 
especially in time of war. 

Resolutions were also agreed to on: the following subjects :-

The adoption of the necessary steps to secure the withdrawal of the large amount of worn 
and deteriorated Silver Coinage now circulating ih the Australian Colonies : 

For obtaining the establishment of a Bi-itish Protectorate over the Fiji Islands : 

For the calling of the· Peninsular and Orient11l Company's steamers at the port of 
Kangaroo Island, in South Australia : · · · · 

Telegraphic communication with Port Darwjn, ·and· with the Gulf of Carpentaria: 

The proposed new schemes of Ocean Postal and Passenger service: 

The relief of distressed Colonists and Seamen in foreign ports·: 

The Statistical Records of th.e several Colonies being compiled upon a uniform method : 

And the Conference also affirmed the desirableness of the respective Governments exerting their 
influence with a view to the introduction of the Cental system for weights. 

CHARLES COWPER. 
SAUL SAMUEL. 
J. M. WILSON. 
THOS. D. CHAPMAN. 
JOHN HART. 
JOHN H. BARROW. 
JAMES McCULLOCH. 
JAMES G. FRANCIS. 
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IN T E R C O b ON 1 AL :c O :N F E·R ENC E. 

MINUTES 'OF' PROCEEDINGS. 

MONDAY, JUNE 20, 187_0. 

'· Tm,; first meeting of the Intercolonial Conference was held in the Executive Council Chamber, at the Treasur1;; 
Melbourne, at noon, when the following gentlemen assembled, as the representatives of their respective Colonies :_: 

New Soutli Wales. : 
The Honorable C. COWPER, :M,,P., Colonial·Secretary. 
'Ihe Honorable S. SAMUEL, M.P., Treasurer. 

Soutli .Australia. 
The Honorable J. HART, C.M.G., M.P., Treasurer. 
The Honorable.J. H. BARROW, M.L.C. 
W. TowNSENi>,Esq., M.P. 

Tasmania, 
The Honorable J.M. WILSON, M.L.C., Colonial Secretary. 
The Honorable Thos. D. CHAPMAN, M.H.A., Colonial Treasurer. 

!VictQria. 
· -~he Honorable-Sir J. M,'CuLLOOH, .M.P., Chief.Secretary. 

The Honorable J. G • .PRANCis,_,M.P., Treasu_rer. . 

The following· resolution ·was moved by Mr. Wilson, and seconded by Mr. Townsend :
, "That Sir James M'Culloch do take the chair."-:Carried. 
· Mr. Wilson iave notice of a serie~ of resolµtio~s; affirming 'the desirability· of a mutual interchange of 

manufactures and natural products ~etwee~ th_e various Colonies represented, and upon the subject of an uniform 
itariff and customs union. · · 

Conversation then ensued upon the ·following topics :-As to Imperial. troops in the various Australian 
Colonies--,Postal arn1µgem_ents-Immigrat.ion-Intercolonial Legislation-Protectorate of the Fiji Islands-Courts 

·,-of Appeal-Proposed ·telegraphic" communication with Port Darw'in·; and the issue of Silver Coin. 
:. Conference then adjo.urned until_noon of the following day •. 

·TUESDAY, JUNE 21, 1870. 

The C~nference met at-noon; at which all the members were present. 
Sir James M'Oulloch in the chair. 
Mi. J. C. Tyler was introduced and appointed as Secretary to the Conference. 

.• , • .i.. • 

Mr. Wilson presentetl a c_opy of despatch from the Right Honorable the Secretary of State for the Colonies Appendix A. 
to tbe Government of New South ·Wales,. dated 7th January, 1868, relative to a customs-union of the Australian 

:,colonies, which was read and ordered to be printed. 
-Mr. Wilson laid· on the table a comparative return of the tariffs of the Australian Colonies. Appendix B. 
The resolutions submitted by the Houorable J. M. Wilson, upon the subject of a customs union, &c., were then 

,deliberated upon :- · 
·. -"·I. That the commercial and producing interests of the Australian Colonies demand their recognition by the 

Imperial Government as a geographical unit for all purposes of customs revenue." 
"2. That this object-can be,best attained by the immediate adoption by the Australian Colonies of a common 

or uniform customs tariff, an_d a mutual agreement for the· interchange of :their manufactures and natural products, 
and of all commodities imported into any of them, :free of all duties of customs and wbarfage charges." 

"3. That the Colonies represented at th_i'? Conference do enter into a commercial federation on the basis of a 
customs union, with an equitable division of customs revenue, and a uniform tariff as between the federated Colonies 
and other countries or places." 

"4. That the customs revenue collected'Cin each Colony urider the common tariff be paid into a common fund 
or federal exchequer, and be periodically distributed among the Colonies ratea,bly in-proportion to the population of 
each, as ascertained by the last or next and each succeeding Census, or by such other means as .this Conference may 
decide upon." · . 

" 5. That such commercial federation ,shall be accomplished by the si~ultaneous enactment by the Colonies 
represented at this Conference of an identical tariff of customs duties upon all British and foreign imports, and of a 

·Iaw'directing the revenue collected in each Coloriy under.such tariff to be paid into the federal exchequer." 
, · '"6. That any Australian -Colony 'not represented at this Conference shall be deemed to -have entered the 
'.federation whenever its Legislature shall have ena,cted tile neces,ary identical tariff and federal- customs revenue_ law." 
' . . The Honorable J. G. Francis,· during the discussion; presented a Memo. expressive of his own views as to the Appendix c. 

basis on which Victorian delegates might agree to consider the resolutions of ·Mr. Wilson.-Ordered to be printed. 
t .,. 1'fr. To,vnsend gav~ notice -~f motion r~lative to legis]atioll upo~ the Subject of abscon~ing debtors. 
: , ,Mr. Hart stated that ,he .would .to,morrow. (Werlnesday) .bring under notiqe -" Intercolonial p_ostal and telegraph 
: ,charges." . . _._ · . . . · _ _ 

. Tl;ie.Conference:adjourned until one p.m. on,the.following.day, · 
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WEDNESDAY, JUNE 22, 1870. 

The Conference met, pursuant to adjournment, at one' o'clock p.m. 
Present: All the members. 
Sir James M'Culloch in the chair. 
The minutes of the previous meetings of 20th and 21st instant having been read, were confirmed. 
Mr. Barrow handed in a noti~e.ofmotion upon the subject oftbe removal of the Imperial troops. 
Mr. Wilson gave notice of certain resolutions as to the withdrawal of Imperial troops, for consideration at a 

subsequent meeting. . . · 
The Conference then further deliberated upon the resolutions submitted by Mr. Wilson, with reference to a 

customs union, &c. 
Conversation tlien ensued upon tp.e subjec~ of intercolonial postal and telegraph charges, in accordance with 

rnotice by Mr. Hart. l\fr._Hart presented definite resolutions upon the inatter, which ·were· deferred for future 
· considerntion. 

Mr. Samuel introduced the question as to the relief of distressed colonial seamen in foreign ports. 
The Conference adjourned until one p.m. on the following day~ 

Conference met at one p.m. 
Present : AU the members: 
Sir James M'Culloch in the chair. 

THURSDAY, JUN.E 23, 1870. 

Minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed. 
Sir James M'Culloch presented comparative returns of the number of telegraphic messages received, and 

revenue therefrom, from January to May, 1869 and 1870. 
Further discussion took place upon the subject of intercolonial postal and telegraphic charges; during which the 

resolutions proposed by Mr. Hart were submitted, as follow:-
" That for all intercolonial telegraphic messages there be a uniform charge on the part of each Colony of one 

shilling for ten words, and one penny for each additional word." 
" That the sea postage on all letters between the various Colonies be at tlie uniform rate of three pence for the 

half ounce ; and by overland mail, two pence between Victoria and South Australia, and three pence between South 
Australia and New South ·wales." 

The resolution with respect to the telegraph charges was postponed for further consideration ; but that relating 
to the intercolonial postal charge was agreed to. . 

Sir James M'Culloch submitted a communication from the Hononble J. J. Casey, Chairman of the Committee 
of the Victorian Legislative Assembly, upon the extradition of offenders, Court of .Appeal, &c., which was read and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Townsend then brought forward•his ~otion as to absconding debtors, as follows:-
" That it is desirable that the various Governments introduce a Bill for the purpose of dealing with absconding 

debtors from the different Colonies." 
Deliberation ensued, and question defen-ed, pending the receipt of certain information promised by Mr. Cowper 

as to the necessity or otherwise for Imperial legislation. 
Mr, Barrow introduced his motion with reference to Imperial troops, as follows :-
" That the despatches received from Her Majesty's <3overnment on the subject of military protection in 

Australia embody terms and conditions which cannot be accepted with due regard to the general interests of the 
various Colonies, and lead to the conclusion that the Imperial troops will be speedily withdrawn, thus throwing the 
Australias entirely upon their own resources. That, under these circumstances, it is desirable the Governments of 
the several provinces should prepare a memorial to Her Majesty, praying her to cause steps to be taken, by treaty 
or otherwise, that will secure to these Colonies, as far as practicable, the position of neutral states in the event of 
war." 

Discussion took place upon the proposition, further consideration of which was deferred~ 
The Conference adjourned until one p.m. the following day. 

The Conference met at one p.m. 
Present: All the members. 
Sir James. M'Culloch in the chair. 

FRIDAY, JUNE. 24, 1870~ 

The minutes of the meeting held on the previous day were read and confirmed. 
The ·conference resumed the discussion upon Mr. Townsend's motion, and the question of the extradition of 

offenders, &c., during which Mr. Cowper presented various papers, as previously promised, from which lie read 
extracts; and it was ordered that the opinions of the law officers and their Honors the Judges of New South Wales 
should be printed. The motion and the question generally under discussion were deferred for further consideration. 

Mr. Samuel presented correspondence which had passed between His Excellency Earl Belmore and the Right 
J lonorable the Secretary of State for the Colonies, with respect to the necessity for the issue of new silver coinage, 
and gave notice that he would bring the subject forward for discussion at the next meeting of the Conference. 

·Mr. Hart's motion, upon the matter of intercolonial telegraph charges, was considered, whereupon the 
representatives of South Australia, Tasmania, and. Victoria agreed thereto (exclusive of cable charges between 
Tasmania and Victoria); but the representatives of New South Wales, while declining to assent to the proposal 
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for an intercolonial uniform ·telegraphic rate- ·of :one shilling- (ls.), for, _each message of ten words (their lines 
being now nearly 6000 miles in length;-· the greater portion of which have been erected to connect them with the 
neighbouring Colonies), were willing to come to the following special arrangement:- , · 

"That the charge for messages to and from New South Wales and Victoria' should be as.follows_:-,-~ree 
shillings (3s,) for ten words and threepence (3d.) for every extra word from and to all stations iri New South Wales 
and Victoria, except Deniliquin, Albury, Echuca, • ·and Belvoir; for which the· charge is· to be two shillings (2s.); in 
the former, New South Wales to receive two shillings (2s.), and Victoria _one shilling (ls.),. and in the latter to b_e 
equally divided. · 

"In the case of South Australia the ·charge to be five shillings (5s.), the division to be settled hereafter when 
the nature of the existing agreement shall have been further considered ; and should any difference of· opinion then_ 
arise between the two Colonies, the quest/on shall be left to the arbitration of some disinterested party or parties to 
be mutually agreed upon. The qu_estion of revenue the.New South Wales representatives felt could not,be 
disregarded, and they did not feal justified in agreeing to lower rates than those already determined upon.", · · 

Mr. Cowper presented printed correspondence as to postal and telegraphic communication with Great Britain. Appendix IL 
' The Conference resumed uiscussion upon Mr. Barrow's motion, with.regard to the removal of- Imperial troops. 

Sir James M'Culloch gave notice of an amendment upon the motion of Mr. Barrow, which was ordered to be printed., 
The subject was deferred for further consideration. 

. Mr. Samuel brought under notice the question of the present state of the silver coinage, The correspondence 
before specified in these minutes was then read ; upon which discussion ensued, to be renewed at a subsequent 
meeting. The Secretary was desired to write to Colonel Ward, the Deputy-Master of the Mint at Melbourne; for 
information upon various points connected with the subject. · 

Mr. Francis·also handed in a notice of motion ·on the subject. 
Mr. Hart gave notice that he would, at the next meeti!!g of the Conference; place before it the papers connected 

with the proposed line of telegraph with Europe via Port Darwin, for the purpose of obtaining the co-operation of 
the Colonies represented, in the construction and working of the proposed line. · · · 

The Conference adjourned until Tuesday, the 28th instant, at noon. 

TUESDAY, _JUNE 28, 1870, 

Conference met, pursuant to the adjournment, at shortly after noon. 
Present: AU the members. 
Sir J. M'Culloch in the chair. 
The minutes of the last meeting having been read, were confirmed. 
Mr. Townsend intimated his regret that pressing business arrangements necessitated his immediate return to 

Adelaide. 
Deliberation was then resumed on the motion of Mr. Barrow, relative to the withdrawal of Imperial troops; as 

also on the amendment proposed by Sir James M 'Cullocb, which was discussed and finally agreed upon, as follows :-'-
" That the despatches received from Her Majesty's Government on the subject of military protection in 

Australia show that the Imperial troops can only he permitted to remain in the Colonies upon terms and conditions 
which cannot be accepted, and lead to the conclusion that the Imperial troops will be speedily withdrawn, thus 
throwing the Colonies entirely upon their own resources for their internal defence. 

"That, in these circumstances, it is the opinion of this Conference that Her ·Majesty's Imperial Government 
should undertake to provide for the defence and protection of the coast-line of Australia and of British commerce in 
.its various ports, and that this Conference do address a humble memorial to Her Majesty accordingly.'' 

It was agree_d that Mr. Wilson and Mr. Hart should prepare the memorial. 
Mr. Wilson's motion upon the subject was withdrawn. 
Mr .. Barrow submitted notice of motion as .to the branch mail service between South Australia and King 

·,George's So_und. 
In the absence of Mr. Townsend, Mr. Hart took up that gentleman's motion with reference -to abscondi?Jg 

debtors. It was discussed further, but deferred for consideration in connection with an amendment, of which notice 
-was given by Sir James M 'Culloch, which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Samuel brought forward the subject of the deteriorated silver coinage, which, with the motion of Mr. 
Francis, was discussed, and the Conference came to the following resolution :-

" That an application ~e m~de to the Imperial authorities to permit the minting of silver coins in the Colonies. of 
New South Wales and Vwtorra; or, that the Imperial Government shall be requested to cause to be suppl~ed 
periodically to the Mint authorities in these Colonies new silver coins, to exchange in the Colonies for those which 
may from time to time become w_orn and defaced." 

The representatives of New South Wales and Victoria undertook· to make the necessary. application .to the 
Imperial Government in the matter. 

Mr. Bart solicited the attention of the members of the Conference to hi~ proposition for telegraphic communi- Appendix I. 
cation with Europe, via Port Darwin ; be presented and read correspondence, &c. upon the subject, which was 
ordered to be printed. Further consideration dilferred. 

Mr. Francis placed on the table a return showing the apparent loss to Victoria, should a "Customs Union" ~e Appendix J. 
adopted, as between the Colonies of South Australia. Tasmania, and Victoria, based upon the Customs receipt m 

. Victoria for 1867-68-69 (for the latter year for Melbourne only) ; and he invited the delegates from Tasmania and 
South Australia to table similar returns of the products of Victoria imported into those Colonies respectively for the 
same periods. · 

,A letter from the Colonial Secretary, ·w ellington, New Zealand, was presented. by Sir James M 'Culloch, dated Appendix K,. 
10th June, covering communication to the Chief Secretary, Tasmania, upon the subject of the Intercolonial Con-
ference of date 9th instant. · The letter was read and ordered to be printed. · 

The Conference adjourned until noon on the folio.wing day. 
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- 'The Coriference'met:ai one·p.m • 
.. Present : .Ail the lll!lmbe.rs. . . 
·Sir i. M'Crilloch in' the chair.' 

. '\!'EDNESDAY, ·JUNE_ ·20, 11870. 

' ' 
· ,Tlie minutes of-the previous meeting were·read and .confirmed. 

~ -. ., ·.;; 

' The·niotion-of''Mr.-.',T<iwnsend ·with 'respect: to;absc'onding debtors was further considered, but subscq11,entiy 
withdrawn in favour of the motion, of which notice had been given by Sir James M'Culloch, wliich, 1after·so·we 
discussion, was ·agreed tci, :O:s ·follows :....:. · . · 

· ." That;'izithe ·opinion of this Conference, it is highly importRnt to secure early legislation in order to prevezit 
'the de'feat of justice in the case of ofl'enders·'1scaping from one Colony to another, and ·that the Governments Clf tlfo 
~ustral~ian· C<:>lonies'be invited to take·the·subject-into im·mediate 'consideration, with a view to·the attain_rrierit'pf 
that object by the adoption' of a uniform hfa." 

. :The Honhrable the ·Cdlonial Secretary of' New· South· Wales consented to a request to prepare.a draft ·Bill to 
.c11;rry out the .object' of,the resolution for·submission to the •Governments of the Australa~ian Colonies. It ,was also 
.ordered that the Secretary:shoul~ -forward·,a ·copy of the.resolution to the Honorable the Chief Secretary· of Victoria 
for transmission to the Governments of the other Australasian Colonies not represented-at the Conference, with-.the 

,:view of' obtaini1;1g·their co-operation. , : .. . . . . . _ . . . . 
· · l\fr. ·Barro,;, in· a~cordance w'ith .notic~,: invited the consent -of-the,Con,ference -to the ,delivery .of South Aiistralinii 
·maps by .the ocean steamer at some :port of that .province. It ·wa& deferred .for consideratiqn, and pending pi:oduction 
of further information upon the subject.· · . ·. _ . · : • , · · • · _ 

Mr. Cowper intimated that he would, on the follo\Ving day~ bring under ·notice ,postal routes generally.between 
•the Australian Colonies and Europe. , , · . . . -. 
. A .. draft ·memo~iitl; .prepnr.ed .in accordnnM with resolutions passed on the previous day, with respect to ,the 
withdrawal of Imperial troops, was r.ead. It was.ordered to·be printed for.future,considera_tion. · - . · . 

A conversation took place upon the subject of the Protectorate of-the Fiji Islands, but the matter -was deferred 
for further consideration. · · 

The resolutions of Mr. Wilson, upon the.desirability .of fur.ming.a. Customs Union, &e., were further considered. 
A memorandum p1·epared by Mr. Francis, embodying the views of' the Victoriun delegates, was read, and ordered 
to be printed. After prolonged discussion the question was postponed. · 

Mr. Hart read a memorandum in reply to the minute presented by Mr. Francis.on the previous day (Appendix J). 
Mr. Cowper presented a minute affirming .the views of the delegates froi:n New South Wales on the-same subjact, 
The Conference then adjourned until twelve o'clock on the following day. 

THURSDAY, JUNE 30, 1870. 
The Conference met at twelve o'clock. 
Present: All the members. 
Sir James M'Culloch in the chair. 
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confir'mecl. 
The consideration of the question as to the mail steam'er calling at Kangaroo Island, as proposed by Mr. Barrow, 

was resumed, and the following resolution was agreed to:- · . . 
· "That, in ·the opinion o±' this•:Conference, it is only equitabfo ,thilt the South :Australian mails, :by the Peninsular 

: and Oriental ·steam.Navigation Company's steamers, should be conveyed by them direct to the port .of Kangaroo
Island, without_ any additional cost to the.Colonies;" Mr. Hart, on the part of South ·Australia, agreeing to provide 
for the safety and quick despatch ofthe mail steamers. , , 

The Conference then discussed the subject of telegraphic communicntion with Europe, via Port Darwin, in 
accordance with the invitation of Mr. Hurt, who read the following memorandum :- . · 

"The deiegates on the part ·of South Australia desire to bring under the notice of Conference that their 
_ Government have entered into a contract to construct a direct line ot' telegraph from Port Augusta to join the 
submarine cable from Europe vid Java, which the British and Australian Telegraph Company have contracted to 

'land-at Port Dar1Vin. The Government of South Australia would, had time permitted, have invited the Colonies 
hei;e represented to join them in the undertakin·g before makiug the arrangement; but they were compelled to nccept 
-'or -reject the proposal inade to them by' the June mail. They are still anxious, however-having the sanction of tlie 
Legisl!lture for that purpose-to secure·on equnl and reciprocal terms and conditions the co-operation and,assistanc·r.· 

· ohhose Colonies to carry out and maintain this great n_ational work. . 
·" It·is desirable, therefore, that Conference should express an opinion on this proposal.'' 
·After further deliberation; the,following Resolutbn was agreed to:- · 

. - "That this. Conference deems it inexpedient to consider at the present time the question of telegraphic 
'connection"between these Colonies and· the Gulf of ·Carpentaria, as the two Colonies of Queensland and ·South 
Australia propose carrying out the work.'' 

Mr •. Cowper, "in accordance with the notice given yesterday,·brought under consideration the various proposals 
for establishing steam communication ·between England and the Australasian Colonies, viiJ. Galle, San Francisco, the 
Cope of Good Hope, and •rorres Straits. After discussion, it was agreed by the members of the Conference that it 
would be to the advantage of the Coloriies interested in the question to await the further development of these and 
:of other schemes which ,it is probable·the competing companies may originate. · 
, · Discussion was then resumed up~n the resolutions of Mr. '\Vilson to a Customs Union, &c.- 'fhe minute wl1ic!t 
'Mr. Cowper had subrriitted·was·read, as also a memorandum by Mr. Francis, expressive of the vie1vs·ofthe Victorian 
_delegates, as to the terms to which they could assent. Deliberation continued, but was deferred until the following day. 
, Mr. Wilson gave notice ofmotion'as to de~irability ·of steps being taken to alter the law at present:existiqg 

'which prohibits the interchange of the commodities of the Australian Colonies; and also notice·of motion contingent 
thereupon. · · 

The Conference adjourned until noon of the following d~y. 



• The Conference met at noon; 
Present : All the members. 
Sir J; ·M•Culloch in th~ chair. 

.-:x1 

FRlDAY, JULY ·1, 1870.· . 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed. 

;} 

)',. · .•. ) 

Mr. Samuel presented copies of telegramii.'imd ·correspondence which had taken place between the Secretary or Appendix Q, 
State for the Colonies, the Government of Q1:1eensland, and. their Agept-General, in reference to the telegraphic 
communication with Europe via the Gulf of Carpentaria. · . . 

Mr. Hart also placed before the Conference a copy of a telegram from himseif,'.is Treasurer of South Aust~alia, Appendix R. 
to F. S. Dutton, Esq., Agent-General for that Province in London, conveying the decision. of that 'Governnient as 
to a telegraphic line to Port Darwin. 

The consideration of the resolutions, with resp.ect.to a Customs U nipn, was th~n resµmed. 
", · The representatives of South Australia a,nd Tasmania presented to t4e C~nfere11ce a minute upon· .the points of Appendix S, 
rhfference between themselves and 'the Victorian representatives upon the subject. . · . . ·., 
;, · M1r. Francis tabled a minutlj expressing the. willingness of the ·Victorian: represe.ntatives·to consider any further Appendix T. 
statistical information which can be furnished from South Australia or Tasmania relati've to .an amended· basis for·thl) 
distribution of the ag5regate Customs revenue of the three Colonies. · ·' · · ... 

The Conference not agreeing to the resolutions of Mr. Wilson, he submitted his motion and contingent motion 
ofwhich he had on the p1·evious day given notice, and the Conference, after deliberation, assented to the following 
resolution :-

" That, in the opmron of this Conference, the Australasian Colonies ought to be enabled to enter into 
arrangements with each other, which would allow of the reciprocal admission of their respective products and 
manufactures duty free on such terms as might mutually be agreed upon, and that so much of the Acts of the Imperial 
Parliament as prohibits such engagements ought to be repealed." 

'The representatives of Tasmania undertook to prepare a measure for the purpose of being submitted to the 
Governments of the various Australasian Colonies to give effect to the foregoing resolution. 

The question of' the Fiji Islands was then discussed, and the members of the Conference agreed to the 
following determination :- · 

"This Conference, being of opinion that the geographical position of the Fiji Islands renders their protection 
of the very hig):iest consideration as regards Australia and both British and Australian commerce, 

"Resolves-That it is of the utmost importance to British intPrests that these Islands should not form part of, 
or be under the guardianship of any other country than Great Britain, and that a respectful address to this effect 
be prepared for transmission to the Imperial authorities." 

Mr. Samuel adverted to the question of relief being rendered to distressed British colonists and colonial seamen, 
but the Conference was of opinion that each Colony should deal with the matter as it might seem fit. 

In lieu of the memorial prepared relative to the withdrawal of the Imperial troops, Sir James M'Culloch 
proposed:-

"That this Conferen6e do agree to the following memorandum, and that a copy thereof be laid by the 
representatives of' each Colony before their respective Governments, in• order that the subject to which it relates may 
.be brought under the notice of Her Majesty's Government:-

" That it appears from Her Majesty's Secretary of State's Despatches, on the subject of Military protection in . 
Australia, the terms upon vyhich Iml'erial troops can be permitted to remain in the Colonies cannot be satisfactorily 
,adjusted, as between Her M11jesty's Government and the Colonial Governments, and that it is the intention of Her 
Majesty's Government to withdraw the troops at a very early date, by which withdrawal the local Governments 
will be thrown entirely on their own resources for providing means for their own c!efence against any invading 
power. 

".That in these circumstances it is desirable to press upon the attention of Her Majesty's Government the duty 
,of providing at all times, and especially in time of war, for the naval defence and protection of the coast line of 
Australia and the exten~ive British commerce in its waters, and to express the confidence with which the Colonial 
Governments believe this obligation will be recognised and adlllitted by the Imperial Government." 

Carried. 
The attention of the Conference having been called to the importance of adopting the cental system for weights, 

it was deemed inexpedient to recommend any special legislation upon the matter, but the representatives of the 
respective Governments would be prepared to encourage the introduction of the system in their Colonies severally. 

The subject of unifurmity ot statistics was brought nnder consideration, and the Conference determined that it 
was desirable for the Registrars-General, or other statistical officers of the Australasian Colonies, to communicate 
with each other through their respective Governments with a view to the adoption of a uniform system. 

Mr. Wilson and Mr. Barrow were appointed a committee to prepare a draft report of the proceedings of this 
-.Conference. 

'The Conference adjourned until Monday, the 4th instant, at one o'clock p.m. 

The Conference met at one p.m. 
Present: All the members. 
Sir James M 'Culloch in the chair. 

MONDAY, JULY 4, 1870. 

The Minutes of the pr&vious meeting were read and confirmed. 
The subject of immigration to the Australasian Colonies was discussed, and the Conference arrived at the 

following conclusion:-

It is expedient that, in thA conduct of immigration to the Australasian Colonies, a combined system should be 
carried out as speedily as possible. The representatives at this ('ouference, therefore, undertake to bring the subject 
under the consideration of their respective Governments without delay, with the view of regulations being 
determined upon, and provision made therefor. 



... 
:xn 

The representatives of South Australia intimated that, although at present they were not prepared to recommen~ 
to their Government the resumption of public immigration, they were of opinion: that whenever it be resumed 
co-operation with the other Colonies would be desirable. . . 

The Conference adjourned until ten o'clock a.m. the following morning, to consider th(Draft Report. 

The Conference met at ten a,m. 
Present : All the members. · 
Sir James M'Culloch in the chair. 

TUESDAY, jULY 5, 1870. 

The minutes of the· -previous meeting were read and confirmed.·. 
The Draft Report was submitted, and, having been approved of, was signed by the representatives of the various. 

Colo~ies. · · · · · 
The proceedings of the Conference then terminated; but it was arranged that the Report should not bo published 

until Tuesday, the 12th instant. 
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OORRESPONDENCE CONNECTED WITH THE JNTERCOLONIAL 
CONFERENCE; 1870. 

1. 
(CIRCULAR.) Tasmania, 

Jfoi~ 
Colonial Secretar.y'·s Office, 18th February, 187.0. 

IT willbe in the recollection of the Government of New South Wales that, towards the close 
of 1.868, Mr. Stafford, then Colonial Secretary of New Zealand, in a Circular Despatch to the 
Governments of the Australian Colonies under date 29th October, 1868, proposed that a Conference,c 
-of Delegates should be held in Sydney, for the purpose of considering the Commercial relations of 
the Australasian Colonies with each other, and with the United States and other Foreign Countries,' 
.as affected by Treaties made by Great Britain with Foreigll' Powers; and to consider and advise· 
.upon other cognate subjects of common.intei~est to the collective group of Colonies. · · 

, The proposal met with re~dy acqutescence from the Government.s of New South Wales, 
Tasmania, Victoria, South Australia, and Queensland. · · 

The. Government of Queensland suggested that, in addition to the. principal subject of delibera
tion indicated by Mr. Stafford, the Delegates should be invited to .confer and advise upon the 
,questions of---,- · · · 
· The admission into other Countries duty free, or upon such -terms as may l:ie agreed upon,' 

of the products of Australia and New Zealand: 
The . free · interchange of products between New Zealand and the Australian Colonies 

respectively : 
The.expediency of establishing a uniform Tariff for the Colonies; and also Immigration; 

Ocean Steam Postal Service, Telegraph extension, Light~houses, Legal Comity, and an 
Australian Court of Appeal. · 

. To these subjects the Government of South Australia propose~ to add the q,uestion of the 
reduction of Imperial Troops in Australia. 

The Government of New South Wales, in reply to Mr. Stafford's Circular, ~• invited the 
,Governments of the other Australian Colonies to express their opinion upon the advisability· of 
.:~dopting the suggestion for a Conference of Delegates to. conside_r--:-

J.. · .The introduction of Free Trai{e,in Intercolonial product.s. 
2. A uniform Tariff; and 
3. A union of Customs." 

The same Government subsequently intimated its intention to propose for dis.cussion at the 
·Conference the question of Telegraphic communication with Europe via India and ·Java; _an_d 
further suggested "that the question of tp.e Naval Defence of the Australasian Colonies, which 
farmed the subject of Earl Granville's Circular Despatch of the 26th ·January, 1869, should be 
referred for discussion to the Conference!' And the Government of New· Zealand. intimated its 
intention " to bring forward for discussion at the Intercolonial Conference: the. question of. payi:i;1g 
dir~ct, without the interyention of the Board of Trade, the expenses incurred in one Colony in the 
relief. of ·distressed Seam.en belonging to another Colony, as suggested in a· Despatch from the 
,Se'cretary of State, Circular No. 2, oflst·May, 18_69." · 

Those preliminary arrangements led to no practical results : and the _ Gov~rnment of Tasma~n~a 
· .ha8 observed 'with. sincere regret that, notwithstanding •the· :general .recognition .. of the A_uf!tr~han 

* 
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Governments of the gravity of the questions suggested for their joint deliberations in 1868, the year 
1869 has been allowed to close without witnessing the assembly of an Intercolonial Conference,
a project which seemed to promise a sensible enhancement of the commercial prosperity and political 
importance of the Australasian Colonies. · 

Impressed with these views, the Government of Tasmania desires to renew the suggestion of 
combined action on the large and important question of Intercolonial Commercial relations; and I 
liave now the honor to propose that a Conference of accredited Representatives of the several 
Governments of Australia and New Zealand be held in Melbourne in the month of ~foy next, to 
consider and decide upon the advisability of establishing an Australian Commercial Federation on 
the }Jasis of a Customs Union with a Common Tariff, and a free interchange of products and com
modities. 

Of,a}l th~ questions l1itherto proposed for the consideration of an Australasian Conference that 
of a Customs U nioi:t, with· rn:tei;cbloriial Free Trade, is unquestionably' the most important, and the 
most likely at this moment to combine the suffrages of the Governments and Legislatures of the 
several Colonies. 

I am inclined to think it is not desirable to complicate the discus,sion or jeopardise the settle
ment of that question by formally referring to t~1e Conference now proposed other suqjects of 
common interest on ,vhich, from whatever causes, a considerable dif.ference of opinion is known to 
prevail ·or would. prob_ably be· provoked. · At the same time, the various questions of common 
Australasian concern that were suggested for discussion at the Conference projected by 1\fr. Stafford_ 
still ·demand the joint deliberation of the Governments of Australia and New Zealand, and 'the· 
Qonference now proposed might be tl10ught a favourable opportunity for dealing with them. It 
would, therefore, be well that these questions should not be formally excluded from consideration by 
the. Delegates, who, being Members of the respective Governments represented, would be fully 
~rnpowered to confer and advise upon all such matters without any special authorization. But the 
question of . Customs Union should, I think, be deemed the first and principal object of the 
Conference. · 

,· · It will scarcely be denied that the commercial and producing interests of the Australasian 
Colonies demand the recognition of the collective Group by the Imperial Government as .a 
geographical unit for all purposes of Customs Revenue. 

That recognition would at once free the Colonies from the restrictions imposed upon the~r 
fiscal legislation by the existing Imperial veto on Differential Duties, and would also permit the 
establishment of a system of mutual interchange amongst themselves, free of all Duties of Customs, 
of their respective-natural products, and of all manufactured commodities imported into any of them 
from Oreat Britain or Foreign Countries. : 

I deem it superfluous to enlarge upon the beneficial effect such a syste,m would lJe likely to 
produce upon the Foreig-n Commerce and domestic industry of the Federated Colonies, or to point 
out how .seriously and inconveniently those advantageous results would be inevitably lessened by 
any combination that failed to comprise the whole group. 

The Despatch addressed by the Duke of Buckingham to the Governor of New South vY ales, 
under date 7th January, 1868, announces "that Her Majesty's Government would gladly aid. in, 
the establishment of a Customs Union comprising all the adjacent Australian Colonies, and pro.: 
viding for· an equitable division of the Customs Duties, and for a Uniform Tariff as between 
Australia and other Countries or places." . 

More recently, Lord Granville's Circular Despatch of the 8th September, 1869, conveys the 
assurance that Her Majesty"s Government" have every desire to encourage the combined action of 
any of the Colonies in furtherance of their wishes and interests." 

There would consequently seem to be no reason to apprehend that any diffi.c'ulty would be 
:experienced in securing the sanction of Impel'ial Legislation to measures designed to unite these 
Colonies in a Commercial Federation. 

I trust that the Governments of Australia and New Zealand will be willing to adopt this 
suggestion of a Conference for the special object of bringing about Commercial Federation and 

'Jntercolonial Free Trade. 

At -such a, Conference the Government of Tasmania will be prepared to submit a proposal that 
the Revenue derived from the_ collection ·of Cust9ms Duties on a Uniform Tariff throughout the Union 
should be paid into a common Fund or Federal Exchequer, to be periodically distributed·amongst 

· the Colonies rateably, in· proportion.:to the population of each as ascertained by the last, or next, and 
'·each succeeding decennial Census,. or)y. ~nch other means as the Conference may deci~e upon._ 



Melbourne, from its central position, seems.the most suitable locality for the Conference; and I 
beg to name the 2nd of May next as the most convenient period for the first meeting of the 
:I)el~gates, as during that month no ~ustralian Legislature is likely to be in session. 

I beg to invite your seri9us attention to the subject matter of this communication, and 'fo 
-request the favour of an early reply. . 

I have, &c., 

Tlie Hon. the Colonial Secretary, New South Wales. 
(Signe'd) JAMES MILNE WILSON. 

[Similar to Governments of South Australia, Victoria, Queensland, and New: Zealand.] 

2. 
MEMORANDUM. 

MR. w ILSON does himself the honor to transmit to the Governor' a copy of a Circula{· communi
cation about to be despatched to the Governments· of the Continental Colonies of Australia and of 
New Zealand, proposing an Intercolonial Conference in Melbourne in May next on the subject 
of a Customs Union and Intercolonial Free Trade-.. 

. It ;wj,Ube in H,is Excellency's recollection that in the Speech delivered at the opening of Par
liament in August reference was made to a Conference then expected to be held with a similar 
object in Sydney in October last. · 

· From various causes, arising out of Ministerial changes i,ind the Sessions ci the Legislat,ures ~f 
the other Colonies, it was found impossible to hold.such a Conference in 1869. 

. .The objects originally aimed° a.t in th~ suggestion of a Conference by the Government of :New 
Zealand in 1868 were generally recognised by the Australian Governments as sufficiently 
important to warrant joint deliberation and collective action. 

His Excellency's Advisers, fully sharing those views, and anxious. to promote a Commercial 
Federation of the Australian Colonies as likely to conduce largely to the political importance of the 
collective group, and the material prosperity of each member of it, have deemed it advisable to renew 
:the proposal of a Conference which they are not without hopes may meet with the assent of the 
s.everal Governments addressed in the accompanying communication, and prove .eventually p:ro
ductive ,of highly beneficial results to the commercial prosperity of Tasmania. 

Mr: Wilson has also the honor to transmit herewith a Memorandum in reply to His 
~xcellency's Minute on the subject of the retention of Her Majesty's Troops in this Colony. 

(Signed) JAMES MILNE WILSON. 
Bis .Excellency the Governor. Colonial Secretary's, Office, 18th February, 1870. 

3. 
Soutli Australia, 

. Chief Secretary's Office, Adelaide, 28tli February, 1870. 
SiR, ' ' 

I HAVE the honor, by desire of His Excellency Sir James Fergusson, to acknowledge the Feceipt 
of your letter of the 18th instant, on the subject of an lntercolonial Conference, and to inform you 
that the matter will receive the earnest attention of this Government. 

I have, &c., 
(Signed) 

The Hon. tlie Colonial Secretary, Tasmania. 

4. 

JOHN T. BAGOT, Cltief Secretary. 

Colonial Secretary's Office, Sydney, New South Wales, 
Srn, I st March, 1870. 

I RAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 18th ultimo, proposing that a 
Conference should be held in Melbourne with a vjew to the establishment of a Commercial Federa
tion of the Australian Colonies on the basis of ·a Customs Union, and to inform you, in reply, that 
the subject will receive the immediate consideration of this Government. 

I have, &c., 
(Signed) 

'The Hon.· tlte- Colonial Secretary of Tasmania. 
· CHARLES. COWPER. 

======;;;;;;;;;;;;. 
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5. 
Tasmania, 

Colonial Secretary's Office, 20tli April, 1870 • 

· I HA VE the honor to call your attention to a Circular communication , from this Government 
addressed to your predecessor, under date· 18th February last; proposing to hold a Conference in 
Melbourne on the subjects of Australian Federation on the 2nd proximo. 

I shall be glad to learn from you the views of the Government of Victoria on the subjects 
treated of in that letter so soon as you can conveniently communicate them. 

The Hon. Sir JA111Es M'CuLLOCH, I(nt., 
Chief Secretary, Victoria. 

Srn, 

I have, &c., 
(Signed) 

6. 

JAMES MILNE WILSON. 

Victoria, 
Chief Secret'.lry's Office, Melbourne, 21st April, 1870_ 

I HAVE the honor to inform you that this Government has had under consideration the proposal 
contained in your Circular letter of the 18th February for holding a Conference in Melbourne on 
2nd May, and I have to intimate our assent to the holding of a Conference, but it will be necessary 
to fix a day later in the month than you propose. 

Tlte Hon. tlie Colonial Secretary, Tasmania. 

7. 

I have, &c., 
(Signed) 

BY ELECTRIC TELEGRAPH. 

JAMES M'CULLOCH .. 

Tasmania, 30tli April, 1870-
, BEFORE i.·eplying to your letter of the 21st instant just received, I would be glad to know if 

Monday, the 20th June, would be a convenient time for the first Meeting of Delegates. I should 
be obliged by your.reply on Monday next, to enable me to commun~cate with the other Colonies. 

Sir J.urns M'CULLOcrr, Chief.Secretary, Victoria. 
(Signed) JAMES MILNE vVILSON. 

8. 
BY ELECTRIC TELEGRAPH. 

MoNDAY, twenty-first instant, will suit us very well. 

Hon. Colonial Secretary. 

Melbourne, 2nd May, 1870. 

Chief Secretary, Victoria. 

9. 
BY ELECTRIC TELEGRAPH. 

Tasmania, 3rd]l'lay, 1870~ 
I SUGGESTED Monday, the 20th June, for the first Meeting of the Delegates, will you reply if• 

that clay will suit you? Your telegram received yesterday expressed a different date. 

· (Signed) J. M. WILSON, Colonial Secretary-
The Hon, the Cliief Secretary, Victoria. 

10. 
BY ELECTRIC TELEGRAPII. 

Melbourne, 3rd May, 1870. 
M6NDAY, tw.entiet1i June, will suit. 

Chief Secretary, Melbourize. 
Tlte Colonial Secretary. 
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11. 
Tasmani~, , 

S,rn, 
Colonial Secretary's Office, '4th May, 1870 .. 

. . I IIA VE. th~ ho11or to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, under date the 21st ultimo, assenting 
:to the proposal 1:ij,: th1i Governmeiif tonolc:l'aConference .. in M'elbourlle as·suggested in my Circular 
~~tter dated the 18th February last, but pointing out that it will be necessary to .:fix a later period 
than the day proposed for the assembling of Delegates. . . . 

In compliance with your wishes, I beg to name the 20th June next for the fir;st meeting of 
· Pelegates, and which .extension oftilll_e."t will communi~ate to the G()vernments of the other 

1Continental Colonies. 

JAMES MILNE WILSON. 
'The Hon. the Chief Secretary, Victo1·ia. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) 

12. 
(CmciULAR.)-.. ........ ... .......... . Tasmani'a, . 

, Colonial Secretary's Office, 30th ·.April; '1870. 
~~ ! 
! . I HA YE the honor to enclose herewith a letter addressed to me by the Ho~orabIJ the Colonial 
Treasurer, requesting to be furnished with ~ertain Returns therein referred to for the information of 
the Conference proposed to be held in Melbourne. · 

• • • . --- • ---------- -----~-------.....,__,_.,,,,_.,. .. , .•• <.:. •. ·.,..•,_,•··· ............ •···~-, -- ..... ,. ••• ·- ·-·-· -~·-- • ., ____ -·-••,•·- - • - •••• 

' 
-i 

I JAMES MILNE WILSON, 
::Tlte Hon. Sir JAMES M'CuLLocn, Knt., 
:/ Chief Secretary, Victoria. 

I have, &c., -

(Signed) 

(Copy.) 

[Similar to Chief Secretary, South Australia. 
Similar to Colonial Secretary, New South Wales. 
Similar to Colonial Secretary, Queensland.] 

Colonial T1·easury, Hobart To'Tli_n, 30th April; 1870: ;'.s1n, l 

WITH the view of assisting the Members of the respective Governments about to meet in Conference· 
.in MelJ?ourne to consider the question of··a Customs-Union,- I have·had· a ·Return prepared. showing the 
:principal articles entered for Home Consumption in this Colony, for the years 1868 and 1869, upon which 
)fixed Duties of Customs ·are levi~µ.; and, as a ·very large pqrtion of the ·Revenue, in the. other Colonies· is 
·/derived from 9ustoms'.Duties on :similar articles, I have to ·request that copies of the Retqrn may .be 
!forwar~ed to. the Gov~rnments .of Victoria;- New South Wales, South .Australia,. an~ Queensland ,by the 
!out-going mail this day~ with a request that each Government will be good enough to fill µpone copy.of 
:such Return, showing. the. quantities .. of similar. ar.ticles entered fo1~. Home ... Consumption _in each Colony 
;during, those .years, and return the same to this Government by an early mail. · 
1 • ' . . • • • • , • :-~ . • • 

! Ih addition to the goods refefred to ·entered for cons'rimption; I ha:ve added Returns sh<;>wi~g the 
! actual total Customs' Revenue, and estimated .. populat1on of:the Colony; for t~1e.13ame :years.; . 
'. . ' . • . 'l • 

I have, &c., 

; The I;lon,· the Colonia~ Secretar·~. · 
(Signed) · · . THOS. D. CHAPMAN, Colonial T-re~sur_er_.. 



QUANTITIES of the under-mentioned Goods entered fo1· Home Consumption during tlte Yea?"s 1868 and 1869. 

TASMANIA.· VICTORIA. NEW SOUTH WALES. SOUTH AUSTRALIA. QUEENSLANn. 

1868. 1869. 1868. 1869. 1868. 1859. 1868~ 1869. 1868. 1869. 

Spirits ••• , ••• , • , ••••••• galls. 66,890 69,035 
1Yine •.••• , • , •• , ••.•••• galls. 17,367 22,210 
Ale and Beer •••••••.•••. galls. 45,836 58,:388 
Cider .•. , •.••• , ••• , • , • ,galls. Nil. Nil. 
Perry .. , • , •••• , ••••• , •. galls. 137 56 
Vinegar ••.• , ••• , ••• , , •. galls. 14,838 18,925 
Oil, excepting Whale , , •• galls. 63,584 39,621 
Tea •••••• , , , • , , , •.••••• , lbs. 611,364. 544,123 
Hops ••••••••••••••• -•.•. lbs. 139,484 109,078 
Malt •.•••••• , ••••••. bushels. 725 68 
Sugar, Raw ..••••••••• l t 67,024 58,269 Ditto, Refined .•.• , ~ cw s. 
Molasses ................ cwts. 203 261 
Dried Fruits, •••••• , •••••. lbs. 371,115 227,469 
Rice ..... ,, ••••••••••••. .lbs. 337,177 212,077 ,.· 00:/' 
Sago , ••.••• ; •••••••• , •• .lbs. 25,334 14,028 
Coffee ••• , ••• , .• , , .. , , , • .lbs. 120,298 134,421. 
Chicory •.••••••••••••••• Jbs. 66,442 81,816 
Cocoa •••• , , • , •.. , , •••• , .lbs. 5093 . 12,170 
Chocolate , , , •• , ••••••••• .lbs. 5847 .8978 
Tobacco •••.•••.••.•••••. lbs. 158,257 156,542 

Ditto, Sheepwash • , •• .lbs. 18,335 25,628 
Cigars , •••• , ••••.•••••••. lbs. 4450 6024 
Snuff ••• ,.,,,,,., •••• ,, • .lbs. 1'269 1140 
Candles ••.•.• , , ••••• , •••• lbs. 60,087 45,211 
Gunpowder , , , , , ••.•• , , .. lb,. 12,754 10,450 
Shot , ••• , • , , .•.•••••• , •. lbs. 61,719 94,431 
Soap ••..•..••••• , •• , • , · •. lbs. 67,603 1.02,827 
Soda Crystals ............ lbs. 181,513 349;767 

Total Amount if Revenue de- l £131,459 £137,621 rived from Customs Duties 
upon all Imported Goods ••• 

Estimated Population of tlw 

} 
. 

above-named Colonies at ilte 100,700 101,000 close <if the Years 1868 and 
1869, •••.• , ••••• , ••••••••• 
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I. 

; 'J 

].$. 
Queensland, 

Colonial Secretary's Office, Brisbane, 8th April, 1870. 
Srn, 

· A:ovERTING to your communication of the 18th February last, directing the attention of th~ 
Queensland Govel'nment to a Circular Despatch under date 29th October, 1868, addressed by Mr. 
Stafford, the Colonial Secretary· of New Zealand, to the Governments of the Australian · Colonies, 
and having special reference to that porticm of your letter wherein it is proposed that a Conference 

, of accredited Representatives of the several Governments of Australia and New Zealand should be 
held in Melbourne in the month of May next, to consider and decide upon the advisability of 
establishing an Australian Commercial Federation on the basis of a Customs Union with a common 
Tariff and a free interchange of products and commodities, together with other cognate subjects of 
-common interest to the collective group of the Colonies, I have the honor to inform you, by direction 
of the Colonial Secretary, that as the Legislative Council and Legislative Assembly of Queensland 
meet for the despatch of business on the 26th of April instant, and will be in seesion in the month 
of May next, it will not be possible for any Member of the Government or of the· Legislative Body 
to attend at the time and place proposed for holding the Conference respecting the various matters 
referred to. 

I have, &c., 
· (Signed) 

T!te Hon. tlie Colonial Secretary, Tasm_a,n_ia. 
. J. M. MASSIE, Under. Colonial Secretary. 

14. 
Tasmania, . 

Coloni.al S~cretary's Office, 6tli May, 1870. 
Srn, .. · . · . . . . 
. · I HAVE the • honor • to acknowledge the . receipt . of your letter of the 8th ultimo, intimati.ng 
~• .that, as the Parliament of Queensland will be in session in. the rronth of May next, it will not 
be possible for any Member of the Government or Legislative Body to attend · at the time and 
place proposed for holding the Conference respecting .the variou_s matters referr~d to." 

With the view of co~s~lting the wishes . and c~nvenie11ce of the Continental Gov~rnments 
interested in the Conference proposed in_ my .Circular Letter of the 18th February last, I have 
.~ugg:ested that the first meetin~ of Delegates should take place on the 20th June. 

The Chief Secretary of Victoria has already assented to this postponement ; and, should the 
objects for which the Conference has been sought meet with favour from your Government, I would 
be glad to be informed whether you propose that Queensland shall be duly represented. 

fke Hon. the Colonial Secretary, Queensland. 

Sm, 

I have, &c., 
(~igned) 

15. 

JAMES MILNE WILSON. 

South Australia, . 
Cltief Secretary's Office, Adelaide, 26tli .April, 1870. 

I HAVE the honor, by desire of His Excell~n.cy the Officer Administering the Government, to 
inform you, in reply to your letter of the 18th February last, that this Government regret they will 
be u_nabl_e_ to send a Representative to the p1'oposed Conf@rence in May next, as the South 
.Ati.straliari Padianient will' probably then be in Session . 

·Tlte Hon; tli~ · Coloni~l 'Sec~eta~y. Tasmania. 

. , I h~ve; &~.,: . . . · 
(Signed) ·JOHN T: BAGOT~ Ch.ief Secretary~ 



Srn, 

10 

·1~. 
Tasmania, 

Colonial Secretary's Office, 5t!L May, 1870. 

. I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 26th ultimo, expressing the 
, .inability of your Government "to send a Representative to the proposed Conference in May next, 

as the South Australian Parliament will probably then be in Session." 

With the view of consulting the convenience of the Continental Governments, I beg to suggest 
· the 20th of June for the first meeting of the Conference, and to inform you that the Government of 
Victoria has already assented by telegraphic message to this proposition. 

I hope the period I _have named will meet with your acquiescence, and enable your Govern-
ment to be represented at the proposed Conference. · 

I shall be glad to be favoured with an early intimation of your determination on this point. 

.The Hon. the Chief Secretary, SoutlL Australia. 

Sm, 

I have, &c., 
(Signed) 

17. 

JAMES MILNE WILSON. 

Tasmania, 
Colonial Secretary's Office, 5tli May, 1870. 

· WITH reference to my Circular Letter of the 18th of February· last on the sulJject of an 
Intercolonial Conference proposed to be held in Melbourne during this month, I have the honor to 
acquaint you that, in anticipation of consulting the convenience of the Governments of the Australian 
Colonies, I have proposed that the :first meeting of 'Delegates should take place on the 20th of June. 

To this proposition the Government of Victoria at once assented by Cable message ; and I 
now await the favour of your reply intimating the views ofy?ur Government on this matter. 

I have, &c., 
(Signed) 

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, New South Wales. 

18. 
BY ELECTRIC TELEGRAPH. 

JAMES MILNE WILSON. 

Sydney, I3tli May, 1870. 
THE twentieth June too late; saynrst week,-i. e. a fortnight earlier. Reply by telegram. 

The Colonial Secretary. 
The Colonial Secretary, Sydney. 

19. 
BY ELECTRIC TELEGRAPH. 

Tasmania, I6tli May, 1870. 
As the arrangements for the meeting of the Conference have already been made for the 20th 

June, I confidently rely on your making it convenient to attend. Reply by telegram. 

(Signed) 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, Sydney. 

JAl\f~S MJLNE WI~SON,. Colonial Secretary. 



11. 

20. 
BY ELECT~IC TE~EGRAPH •. 

Sydney, 21st May, 1870 •. 
W:rLL endeavour to do as you wish, and hope to be able to do sq. 

Tlie Hon. the Colonial-Secretary. 
The Colonial Secretary, Sydney. 

21. 
Colonial Secretary's Office, Wellington, 

28th March, 1870. 
Srn. 

· InAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 18th ultimo, No. D 39, in 
which you recommend that a Conference of Delegates of the Australasian Colonies should be held 
in Melbourne· in May next, to consider various subjects, but especially the question of a Customs· 
Union. ' · 

You describe the steps which were taken to convene a Conference last year, but you· do not 
carry the narrative to its conclusion. 

Notwithstanding that the aiTangements for the Conference were made several month's · in· 
advance, the Delegates from New Zealand found, on their arrival in Australia to attend the expected 
Conference, that some of the Colonies were not prepared to proceed with it. The Government of 
Victoria were understood to be of opinion that Conferences were not a desirable mode of carrying 
on Intercolonial negociations, that there was the risk of the Cabiilets of the various Colonies not 
accepting the conclusions arrived at, and that more could be effected by correspondence. 

The New Zealand Delegates proceeded to New South Wales, the Government of which were 
anxious to confer with them. There the representatives of New South Wales, New Zealand, and 
Queensland conferred, and amongst other results there was the Memorandum, ·copy of which I 
attach. and which I do not doubt that the Government of New South Wales have afready commu
nicated to you officially. You will observe that it deals with the subject of setting at rest the doubts · 
which exist as to the power of the Colonies to enter into commercial arrangements with themselves 
and other countries. 'l'he term "doubts " is advisedly employed, because it cannot be maintained, 
as has been alleged, that treaty obligations stand in the way of the Australian Colonies exercising 
such powers, seeing that Canada for a long while has done so. The Memorandum provides for the' 
Colonies jointly and severally taking steps to give effect to its objects, and it is within their own 
power to do so. 

Your proposal for a complete Customs Union goes· much further, but I do not agree with you 
that the Colonies are prepared to adopt it. Your argument i11 effect is, that it is so desirable that ' 
the Colonies should interchange their productions duty free, that it is their interest to submit to a 
common Tariff,-a course the Imperial Government would only be too glad to ratify by law .. I am 
not prepared to say that for the sake of the advantages of a complete and intimate federation of the 
Colonies it might not be expedient for . them to consent to the disadvantage, necessarily incident to 
a common Tariff, of being unable to vary their Tariffs from time to time in accordance with their 
various wants and resources. But I cannot concur that it is desirable to seek out and secure the 
more objectionable condition of federation without at the same time obtaining its redeeming benefits. 
In the absence of a federal Parliament a common Tariff would practically be irreversible ; but, as a 
matt~r of fact, no Colony has yet found an unalterable Tariff advisable. 

The fiscal requirements of the various Colonies differ so widely that it would be impossible to·. , 
fix on a common Tariff which would not yield either more than some or less than other Colonies 
require. If the maximum were to be selected such a Tariff could not be regarded as a free trade 
one, so far as it affected the Colonies for which it would raise more revenue than they required. 
Those Colonies would. in such a Tariff experience all the evils of a protective Tariff without-what 
Protectionists claim.as an advantage-the power of adapting it to varying circumstances as they 
aijse. On the other hand, if a minimum Tariff were selected, the necessity of resorting to other 
taxation would be forced on some of the Colonies to compensate for their losses in their Customs 
Revenue. · · · 

· A Customs Union would to a great extent paralyze the-external '_commerce of.all the Coloniea,., 
except the one fortunate enough to have the largest trade and commerce, and able to afford to keep 
the largest stocks·. The other Colonies· would draw their supplies from that Colony, and wouldlose 
the advant!!-ges of direct. foreign. shipments and direct immigration .. , Even the benefit· to th.e ·. 
favored Colony, which, for the purpose of my argument, I will suppose_' to· be;'Nictoria;. would:. be· : 
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doubtful; at any rate the effect would be a rev:ersal of the policy which has guided that Colony 
during the last few years, for merchants would secure advantages which would injuriously react on 
producers and ·manufacturers. Importers would be induced to flood that particular market with 
goods at such a cheap rate as to crush local production. In short, a Customs Union would tend 
towards leaving the Colonies, as at present, producers and exporters of less than half a dozen leading 
articles, and exchanging those in their raw state for the manufactures of other countries. 

I feel far from certain that Victoria, notwithstanding the tempting (in other respects) nature of 
the proposal, would be willing to adopt it. I may observe, that the plan has been already discussed 
with approbation by the principal Victorian Importers,-of its benefit to whom there can be no 
,question. 

At all events this Government are of opinion that such a proposal woul<;l not be suitable for 
this Colony. They would be prepared to recommend the New Zealand Legislature to join those 
of the neighbouring Colonies in asking for power, and if necessary in insisting on obtaining it, to 
make reciprocal Tariff arrangements with other Colonies and countries ; and the Government are 
confident that such a power, when granted, would be fettered by no narrow selfish considerations, 
but be exercised with comprehensiveness and liberality. But the Government are not prepared to 
recommend the Legislature to abandon its right to deal with such matters itself, to renounce all 
power over its own Tari.ff, and to be constrained by Imperial Legislation into a Commercial not a 
Federal Union, from which, if proved unsuitable, it would have great difficulty in freeing itself. 

I have, &c., 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, Tasmania, (Signed) W. GISBORNE. 

(Copy.) 

:ME1l:IORANJJU1lf agi·eed between tlte Governments ef New South Wales, New Zealand, and Queensland. 

1st. To address an earnest representation to the Secretary of State for the Colonies respecting the disadvantage 
,under which the Australasian Colonies labor in regard to the doubts which exist as to their power to make mutual 
,arrangements for the interchange, duty free, of their several products and manufactures,-as also in rrspect of the .. 
,doubts which exist as to their powers to enter into conventions with foreign countries,-to point out that Canadu for 
a lengthened period !ms been placed on a more favorable footing,-to urge that all doubts as to the rights to exercise 
·such powi>rs be removed, and tbat in entering into arrangements with foreign countries the Imperial GovernmP.nt 
~hould aid. the Colonies. That such aid should be immediately granted in respect to endeavouring to negociate 
wjth the United States for the introduction into that country, duty free, of wool the product of the Australasian 
Colonies. 

2nd. That direct representations be made to the United States with the object of inducing that country to admit 
Wool, the product of the Australasian Colonies, duty free. 

· 3rd. That a representation be made to the Imperial Government urging the desirability of Legislative provision 
to enable Trustees to invest in the Government Securities of the Australasian Colonies. 

· 4th. That the Crown La,v Officers of the Colonies should be moved to enter into correspondence with the view 
of determining the means best calculated to facilitate the apprehension of offenders when they pass from one Colony 
to· another. 

5th. That copies of this Agreement be transmitted to the Colonies of Victoria, South Australia, and Tasmania, 
in tile hope that they will aid in promoting the several objects it embraces. 

, 6th. It is agreed by the Honorable John Robertson, of New South Wales, the Honorable Julius Vogel, of New 
.Zealand, and the Honorahle Charles Lilley, of Queensland, that the views embodied in this Memorandum shall be 
submitted to their respective Cabinets for approval. 

(Signed) 

.S/dney, 6tlt January, 1870. 

22. 

·Srn, 

JOHN ROBERTSON. 
JULIUS VOGEL. 
CHARLES KNIGHT. 
For CHARLES LILLEY, by Ids autlwrity, 

(Signed) JonN RonEUTSON. 

Tasmania, 
Colonial Secretary's Office, 9tli May, l 870. 

I nAVB the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication under date the 20th 
March, in reply to my Circular Letter of the 18th February proposing an Intercolonial Conference 
.to be held in Melbourne .in May to consider the question of an Australian Customs Union. 

. I. regret. to learn from your letter that the Government of New Zealand is indisposed to 
·acquiesce in the advisability of a common Australasian Tariff, and is " of opinion that such a proposal 
is·not suitable for, that.Colony."_ 



In the face of the strongly-expressed opinions enunciated in your letter adversely to the object 
contemplated by the proposed Conference, I see nothing to be gained by attempting to combat the 

, views, on this point of the Governlllent of New. Zealand beyond recording my own belief that you 
have over-stated the difficulties likely to obstruct the establishment of such a Union between the 
. continental Colonies and Tasmania, and .that you have formed an erroneous estimate of the probable 
. effects .of such a fiscal policy upon the commercial and. producing interests of the Federated Group.'. 

· In acknowledging the receipt of the Memorandum attached to your lett~r embodying the 
views of the Governments of.New South Wales, New Zealand, and Queensland on several matters 
affecting the relations of the Colonies· with the Mother Country, with Foreign States, and with each 
·other, it• is due to the Government of Tasmania that I should· state that the Memorandum in 
question has never been officially communicated to me, and that I .read it for the first time as an 
enclosure to your letter. 

The topics embraced in that Memorandum might be appropriately discussed at the Conference 
_I have recommended. But I am inclined to think that insuperable obstacles would be found to 
.stand in the way of the attainment of the object aimed at in the Resolution which suggests collective 
·action in the direction of Intercolonial Differential Duties and Reciprocity Treaties with Foreign 
·&~. . . 

1.'he recent abrogation by the United States Government of the Reciprocity Treaty with 
Canada, accompanied by the declaration in the President's Message that its continuance would 
prove commercially beneficial to no state or citizen of the Union, leaves little room for the anticipa
tion that Australasian wool would be admitted duty free into the United States, while there is still 
,less reason to assume that the British Government would undertake to negociate a Reciprocity 
Treaty with any Foreign Government, either as a measure.of Imperial finance or in the interests 
of any particular colony or group of co,lonies. . _ 

As regards the power of the Colonies "t() iq.ake mutual arrangements for the interchange· 
.duty free of their severa~ products and manufactures," J may be permitted to remind you that this. 
Colony has already sought to exercise that power by passing an Intercolonial Free Trade Bill,. 
which failed to receive the Royal assent .. 

. Since then, however, two successive Secretaries of State, as quoted in my Circular Letter· 
proposing the Conference, have signified the readiness of Her Majesty's Government to acquiesce. 
in the .collective action of the Colonies in the direction of a Customs Union, or otherwise "in 
furtherance of their wishes and interests." 

· I have, therefore, aimed in my proposal at the accomplishment of an object which is l 
believe attainable, and likely to prove largely beneficial to the Colonies embraced in its scope. 

I have now to inform you that the meeting of the Conference stands fixed for the 20th June,. 
and I ente.rtain a confident expectation that the Representatives of this Government will meet at 
that date in Melbourne Delegates from all the Continental Colonies fully empowered, and I trust 
prepared, to adopt the proposals I shall then have the honor to submit for their collective 
consideration. 

I have, &c., 
(Signed) JAMES MILNE WILSON~. 

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, New Zealand. 

23 . 
. . (CIRCULAR,) 

Srn, 

Tasmania, 
Colonial Sec1·etary's Office, 27th May, 1870. 

I HAVE the honor to acquaint you that the Government of Tasmania will be represented at 
the Conference to be held in Melbourne on the 20th proximo by the Hon. Mr. Chapman, Colonial 
Treasurer, and myself. I beg leave to suggest that the Government of South Australia should be 
similarly represented at the Conference if possible by two Ministers. · 

The Hon. the Chief Secretary, Sout_h Australia. 

I have, &c., 
(Signed) JAMES MILNE WILSON.: 

· [Similar to Colonial Secretary, Queensland. 
Similar to Colonial Secretary, Victoria .. 
Similar to Colonial Secretary, '.New South Wales.]· 

-· -- -- ---- -- -,~-, . . 



SIR, 
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24. 

Soutli Australia, 
Cltief Secretary's· Office, Adelaide, l9tli May, 1870. 

· WITH reference to your letter of the 5th instant, fixing the date of the· Conference proposed to 
be held in :Melbourne for the 20th· June next, I· have the honor, by desire of His Excellency Sir 
James Fergusson, to inform you that, should the state of Parliamentary business permit, South 
Australia will be represented at the meeting. 

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, Tasmania. 

25. 

SIR, 

I have, &c., 
(Signed) AUG. STOW. 

· Sydney, 9tli May, 1870. 

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 30th ultimo, transmitting 
Returns of the quantities of certain goods entered for Home Consumption, &c. in Tasmania during 
the years 1868 and 1869, and requesting similar information as regards this Colony, for the purpose 
of being laid before the proposed Intercolonial Conference ; and to inform you that your communi
cation has been brought under the notice of the Colonial Treasurer .. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) 
The Hon. t1ie Colonial. Secretary, Tasmq,nia. 

26. 
· Srn, 

For the Colonial Secretary, 
HENRY HALLORAN, Under Secretary. 

. Sydney, 19tli May, 1870. 

REFERRING to my letter of the 9th instant, I have now the honor to forward, in compliance 
with the request contained in your communication of the 30th ultimo, a Return which has been 
procured from the Collector of Customs of the quantities, which have been given as far as practicable, 
of cel'tain goods entered for Home Consumption, &c. in this Colony during the years 1868 and 1869. 

Tlie Hon. the Colonial Secretary of Tasmania. 

Srn, 

2.7. 

I have, &c., 
(Signed) CHARLES COWPER. 

Soutli Australia, 
Chief Secretary's Office, Adelaide, 19tli lr.l.ay, 1870. 

IN compliance with the request contained iu your letter of the 30th ultimo I have the honor, by 
desire of His Excellency Sir James Fergusson, to forward herewith a Return showing the quantities 
of certain goods entered for Home Consumption in South Australia during the years 1868, 1869, 
which has been made out in the printed form furnished for the purpose. 

Tlte Hon. the Colonial Secretary, Tasmania. 

Srn, 

I have, &c., 
(Signed) 

28. 

J. BOOTHBY, 
For the Ckief Secretary. 

Victoria, 
Chief SecrettJ,ry's Office, Melbourne, 30tlt May, 1870. 

IN reply to your letter of 30th of April, I have the honor herewith to enclose the information 
you require, prepared by the Commissioner of Trade and Customs, showing· the quantities of goods 
_on which fixed duties are paid that were entered for Home Consumption in this Colony during the 
years 1868 and 1869. 

I have, &c., 
For tlze Cliief Secretary, 

The Hon. the Colonial $ecretary,. Tasm,ania. (Signed) W. H. ODGERS. 
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2·9_ 

Colonial Secretary's Office, Brisbane, 1st June, 1870. 
:Srn, 
. . I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your.Jetter of the 30th of April last,.transmitting 

form of Return to be filled in for. the· information of the forthcoming Conference, showing the 
, principal articles entered.for ·Home Consumption in this Colony for the years 1868 and 1869 upon 
which fixed duties of Customs are levied, and the actual total Customs' Revenue and. estimated 
Population of the Colony for the same years. · 

l have now the ho nor to forward to you the Return in question duly completed, and ,sh~ll esteem 
it a favour if you will forward me a similar return, embracing the whole of the information sought, 
which you have now doubtless received from the other Australian Colonies. 

I have, '&c.~ 
· The Hon. the Colonial .Secretary, Tasmania. (Signed) A. H. PALMER. 

30. 
]3y ELECTRIC TELEGRAPH, 

Adelaide, 4th June, 1870. 
Tms Government will instruct their Delegates, at · the approaching Conference to be held at 

:Melbourne on the 20th instant, to solicit the co-operation of those of New South Wales, Victoria, 
,and Tasmania for construction and working- a direct line of telegraph from a point to be mutually 
agreed upon near Wentworth to Port Darwin, to join the European line proposed to be landed 
.there. I shall be glad if your Delegates are instructed in this matter. Please reply by telegraph. 

The Chief Secretary. The Chief Secretary, Adelaide. 

31. 
']3y ELECTRIC TELEGRAPH. 

Adelaide, 6tli June, 1870. 
· SINCE communicating with you on Saturday important telegram from Agel).t-General of 
:South, Australia, stating that British Australian Telegraph Company agree to terms proposed by 
this Government to land Cable at Port Darwin, but require an understanding that Overland Line 
,shall be constructed by end -of next year. Desirous of receiving your reply to former telegram, 
which if favourable, we propose taking immediate action. 

The Hon. the Chief Secretary. 
The Chief Secretary, Adelaide. 

32. 
]h ELECTRIC TELF.GRAPH. 

. Tasmania, 7tlt june, 1870. 
'THE Delegates of this Governm~nt will be prepared to consider at the Conference s~ch pro

., posals in reference to a· direct Line of Telegraph to connect Wentworth with Port Darwin as the 
Delegates of your Government may submit, but cannot pledge Tasmania to any course of action 
decided upon in the meantime by South A:ustralia. · 

. The.Ho~. the Cltiej Secretary, Adelaide.·. 
. J. M. WILSON, Colonial Secretary . 

33. 
Sydney, 7tlt June, i870. 

:Srn, 
I HAVE the. honor to .acknowledge the receipt of your Circular Letter of the 27th ultimo, 

. intimating that _the Government of. Tasmania·would be represented at the Conference to be held- in 
Melbourne on the 20th instant by the Honorable Mr. Chapman, Colonial Treasurer, and yourself, 
. and suggesting that the Government of New South Wales should be similarly represented at the 
Conference, if possible,. by, two Ministers; . 

: 2.: In reply I have the h~nor to inform you that.it is the present intention of. the' Treasurer. of 
. this Colony and myself to attend on the occasion referred to • 

. ,I hav:e, &c., 

'The Hon. the Colonial Secretary oj Tasmania. ' 
For the Colonial Secretary, 

(Signed) HENRY HALLORAN. 
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84. 
Colonial Secretary's Office, Brisbane, 31st May, 1870. 

I HAVE.the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 6th of May instant, relative 
to the Conference proposed in your Circular of the 18th February last, which lmd unavoidably 
been postponed, and suggesting that the first meeting of Delegates should take place on 20th 
June next. 

I am directed to inform you in reply, that, in consequence of a change of Ministry since the 
date of a former communication of 8th April last from this Office, Parliament was prorogued until 
the 28th of June next, when it will again meet for the despatch of business. · 

As the duration of the Session is very · uncertain, the Colonial Secretary, without giving any 
expression of opini~n upon the object of the Conference, regrets that he is not in a position to fix any 

· time during the present year in which it would be probable that any Members of the Government or 
Legislative body would be able to attend as Delegates in connection therewith. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, Tasmania. 

35. 

H. S. MASSIE, Under Colonfal Secretary. 

South A ustrali(l,, _ 
Cltief Secretary's Office, Adelaide, l4tlt June, 1870. 

Srn, 
I HAVE the honor, by desire of His Excellency Sir James Fergusson, to acquaint you that tl.ie 

Government of South Australia will be represented at the Intercolonial Conference to be held in 
Melbourne on the 20th instant by the Hon. ·Mr. Hart,· C.M.G., Tre,asurer of the Province, the 
Hon. Mr. Barrow, Member of the Legislative Council, and Mr. Townsend, Member of the l,{ouse 
of Assembly. 

I have, &c., 

Tlte Hon. the Colonial Secretary, Tasmania. 
(Signed) WILLIAM MILNE. 

36. 
INJ:JTRUCTIONS to the Delegates from TASMANIA to th.e INTERCOLONIAL CoNFERENCE, 1870 

appointed and accredited b_y His E-ccellency CHARLES Du CANE, Esquire, Governor and 
Commander-in-Chief of tlte Island of Tasmania and its Dependencies, and Vice-Admiral of 
the same. 

1. THE primary o~ject of the Intercolonial Conference of 1870 is stated, in the Circular 
_Despatch of the Colonial Secretary proposing the Conference, to be " to consider and decide upoI_l 
the advisability of establishing an Australian Commercial Federation . on the basis. of a Customs 
Union with a Common Tariff, and a free interchange of products and commodities." 

It will be the duty of the Delegates from Tasmania to devote their strenuous exertions at the 
Conference to the accomplishment of this object in such a shape as shall, if possible, secure " the 
establishment "-(in the words of the Duke of Buckingham's Despatch to Lord Belmore, 7th 
January, 1868)-" of a Customs Union comprising all the adjacent Australian Colonies, and 
providing for an equitable division of the Customs Duties, and for a uniform Tariff as between 
Australia and other countries or places. 

2. It is, however, possible that it may not be found practicable to induce the Governments of"· 
" all the adjacent Australian Colonies" to acquiesce in such a common arrangement. In that 
event, the Delegates from Tasmania will endeavour to secure the co-operation of such of the 
Continental Governments as may be found willing to adopt the principle of a Customs Union orr 
the ter~s indicated in the Duke of Buckingham's Despatch and the Circular Letter from my 
Government; leaving the effect of example, the operation of time, and the success of the experiment 
to work their natural influence ·upon the Colonies which may now prefer to stand aloof from a 
Commercial Federation. 
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3. Tasmania and any two Continental Colonies might be safely and profitably combined'in a 

Customs Union with'a common or uniform Tariff, free interchange of 'products and commodities, 
and an equitable division of Customs. Revenue. And in whatever arr;mgement may -be .agreed 
upon with this object, provision should _be made for the future admission to the Union of any other
Australian Colony that may desire to enter the Federation on the terms and principles adopted by 
the Conference. 

4. The proposal to make another serious effort for the promotion of an object of such vast 
present commercial interest and future political importance, not only to Tasmania but to the whole 
group of Australian Colonies, having em:anated from my Government, it is unnecessary- fo instrU<~t 
the Delegates from Tasmania (themselves my Responsible Ministers) more particularly on the 
s)lbject of the principal object of the Conference-the Commercial Federation of the Australias. 

. 5. But it is not improbable that some other subjects of Austr~lasian concern may be proposed 
for deliberation and agreement at the Conference, such as Ocean and Intercolonial Steam Postal 
Service, Legal Comity, an Australian Court of Appeal, Extradition of Colonial Offenders, Immi
gration,. Intercolonial and Indo-European Telegraph Extension, General Defences,- and cognate 
topics. On these questions the Delegates from Tasmania will hold themselves at liberty to adopt 
such conclusions as they may deem most likely to prove practically advantageous to this community, 
with a due consideration for the common interests of the other Governments represented at the 
Conference, - -

6. But the Delegates from Tasmania will bear in mind that "the special object of the Con
ference is to bring about Commercial FE!deration and Intercolonial Free Trade," and that the 
discussion of all other questions should be subordinate to the paramount consideration of that object, 
with a view to the all-important results hoped for from the proposed meeting of the Representatives 
of the Tasmanian and Continental Governments. 

7. The Delegates from Tasmania, as the representatives of my Government and the authors of , 
the Conference, will occupy a position in its counsel~ of grave but honorable responsibility to the _ 
Legislature and people of Tasmania, and to the Delegates from other Governments. 

I entertain a confident reliance on their anxiety and ability to maintain the character arid · 
advance the interests of this community in a spirit of liberal recognition of the rights and claims -
and requirements of the collective group of Australian Colonies. 

C. DU CANE. 
Government House, Hobart Town, 13th June,.1870. 

By His Excellency's Command, 
· J. M. WILSON, Colonial Secretary. 

3'1. 
Colonial Secretary's Office, Wellington, 9th June, 1870. 

Srn, 
I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of the 9th ultimo, on the 

subject of the Intercolonial Conference. · · · · · · · 

Although the Government cannot agree that it is desirable for New Zealand to enter into the 
proposed Customs Union, it is possible the other Colonies concerned may consider that the restraints . 
under which such a Union would place them would be _ compensated by some corrE;sponding 
.advantage, and the Government will watch the proceeding·s_with great interest. 

The Government cannot agree that the Colonies should submit to being prevented from . 
entering into convenient commei·cial relations with each other. It cannot be said that the difficulty 
in i·espect to treaties is insuperable, seeing that the British-American Colonies "did -for a long time 
before the creation of the Dominion enter into reciprocal arrangements. 

It is the intention of the Government of New Zealand to submit to the Assembly a proposal to · 
,authorise the payment of bonuses on intercolonial imports. By this plan the technical difficulty 
may be surmounted. I enclose you a printed copy of the Opinion of the Attorney-General of this 
·Colony on the subject of Intercolonial reciprocity. · 

I have, .&c., 
(Signed) 

·'i'he Hon. 'the Colonial Sec1·etary, Tasmania. 
W. GISBOBNE.· 



1.8 
_(Copy.) 

OPINION OF· THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL. ON· COLONIAL RECIPROCITY. 

BY- certain provisions qf.the Legislatures of Canada and other British North American Colonies, certain specified·· 
go·ods,- as grain, salted ·meats, butter, cheese, poultry, and some others, may, if of the growth or produce of any
other of the British North American -Provinces, be imported into ·the legislating Province free of duty; and any. 
other articles besides those specially mentioned may, if of such growth or produce, be exempted, by Order of the· 
Governor in Council, from payment of Customs duty. (See Statutes of Canada, 1859, chap. 17, sec. 3; also, 
Statutes of Canada, 1866, chap. 6, sees. 5 and 6; also. Revised Statutes of Nova Scot.ia, sec. S, chap. 8, part 1.} 
This has been the 1egislatioI.l of British North .American Colonies. · 

In Australasia, however, there docs not appear on the Stat~te .Books of the several Colonies any Acts per-· 
mitting such reciprocity; and the question naturally suggests. itself, _how.is it that this is so? Bearing in mi.ad the• 
differences in climate, soil, and other natural advantages which exist, rendering, as such differences do, an inter
change of products certain unless prevented by injudicious legislation; and further, the facts that these districts 
which now form the several Colonies of New South Wales, Victoria, Queensland, and New Zeala~d were not long 
since under one Government, and ·formed one Colony; and· also, that by reason of the close proximity of these 
Colonies to one another, and from the fact that each of these Colonies possessing gold-fields of considerable extant, , 
there is such_ an intercourse .between, and a going to and fro of the populations as to make them, if not one people;. 
at least to give them in most matters an identity of interests ;-bearing_ in mind these matters, the absence of 
reciprocity in commerce can only be accounted for by the existence of some unnatural obstruction. That unnatural 
obstruction is found in the Constitutions which the Imperial Parliament has imposed ·on the several Australian 
Colonies. In each of them. is found the same prohibition-the prohibition having its immediate origin in the 31st, 
section of the 59th of 13th and 14th Victoria. 

An attempt on the part of Tasmania to enter into an arrangement with ot.hers of the Australasian Colonies for · 
the importation of products and goods on terms of reciprocity was stopped by the disallowance by the Imperial 
Government of the Bill passed by the Colonial Legisluture authorising such an arrangement. No ,doubt the •-Bill 
was invalid as being contrary to the 13th and 14th Victoria, c. 59, sec. 31, and· would have heen invalid even if not 
disallowed, The_ proper course for Tasmania and any other of the Australasian Colonies desiring to authorise the 
establishment of such reciprocity is to procure the repeal of those provisions on the Imperial Statute Book which 
prevent the Colonial Legislatures from passing :Acts giving-the necessary authority. · 

It will not be sufficient to procure this repeal as to New Zealand alone, should it be wished that such reciprocity 
should be established here with regard to any other of the Australasian ColoniAs; but each of the Australasian 
Colonies with which it is" proposed that New Zealand should establish. such reciprocity must procure the repeal of the 
prohibition which prevents legislation by its Parliament. 

Ifin answer to any request made to the Imperial Parliament for such repeal it be said ·that the prohibition is 
created not only by provisions· of the Imperial Statutes, but ulso by the treaties. entered into by the· Imperial 
Government with foreign countries, and that the provisions of such treaties cannot be disregarded or abrogated. 
without the consent of each of those foreign llountries with which the treaties have been made. But as~uming- that 
any treaty entered into by the Imperial Government is capable of such a construction as would prohibit one part of · 
the British Dominions from entering into terms ot reciprocity with another, how is it that such a construction does 
not apply to the British North Amer~can Colonies equally with the Australasian Colonies? 

It is, true that in the Imperial Statutes in force before the constitution of the. Dominion giving or regulating_ the 
constitution of the North American Colonies there is not contained a prohibition. similar to tlrnt which hns been,. 
created by Imperial legislation with regard to the Australasian Colonies, but nevertheless there are the same 
treaties, and those treaties contain no reservation or exception of the North Americau- Colonies. 

It would appear, therefore, that if the Imperial Parliament should remove the express prohibition, the pro
visions of the treaties would present no obstacle. However, if from want of sufficient information on the subject 
the position of the North American Colonies with regard to Imperial Government treaties with foreign countries 
has not been correctly put; if there be some reservation or exception of the North American Colonies from the 
operation of foreign commercial treaties; then the same reasons which have induced the Imperial Government to 
stipulate for such exceptions equally bind it to procure the relaxation of' these treaties, so far as they can be construed 
as applying to the Australasian Colonies. 

But there are provisions in the Imperial Statute Book which have been passed for the purpose of declaring that 
goods, the produce of one part of the British Dominions, when imported into other parts of the British Dominions, 
shall not be treated as .foreign. By some such provision for the purpose of enabling the .Australasian Colonies to 
establish a system of reciprocity, each of these Colonies could for such purpo£e be declared to be so,-not to be 
separated or foreign to one another, · 

· It may be observed that, in the A.et constituting the Dominion· of Canada, the· Imperial Parliament, though 
providing that subject to the provision of that Act the Customs Duties leviable in each Province shall continue 
leviable till altered by the Parliament of Canada, yet the same Act provides that articles the produce of any. one 
Province shall, after the union, be admitted free into each of the other Colonies. __ 

No doubt the provision is quite consistent; because all-ihe Provinces, though each has a separate· Legislature for 
some purposes, are formed into one.country or dominion subject_ to.a General Legislature. 

It would be too great a labour to go through all or the principal of the Commercial Treaties now existing 
between foreign countries and the Imperial Government, for the purpose of ascertaining whether any of them 
are capable of receiving .such .a construction as to prevent the Australasian Colonies from following the· 
example of the British North American Colonies, and establishing a.system of reciprocity •. It may be that in 
treaties, by a strict· construction, provisions will be found which may appear to . prohibit the estaulishment of 
such system. . · 

It is submitted, however, thilt where, in a treaty with a foreign coulitry, it is stipulated that no other duties 
shall be imposed on .the importation into British territories of any nrticles, the growth, &c. of such foreign country, 
such stipulation does not apply to the importation from one Colony to another, 'l'he context· shows that the word
~-' foreign" must be construed in its proper sense of alien, 
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It is clear that the "most favoured nations" clauses do not apply as between one part of the British Dominions 

and another. - · · · • 

The 13th clause or'the Belgiu~ Treaty of 1·s6:i, thoughit would prevent' reciprocity between the Colonies and 
Great Britain as against Belgium, does not, nor does any stipulation in the treaty; prevent reciprocity between any 
two British Colonies. 

It is also submitted that where, as in the treaty with Italy, the words "other country" are used and the word 
"foreign" is not expressed, that the meaning is .the same, "other country" meaning "other foreign country." 

Should the Imperial Government not be -disposed to ask Parliament to repeal the prohibitory legislation, 
referred to, it would be well that it should be asked to point specifically what treaty stipulations there are existing 
which prevent the establishment of the proposed reciprocity. 

This is more important with regard to New Zealand, ~ince by the Constitution Act the only prohiliition is 
against imposing restrictions, exemptions, &c. contrary to or at variance with treaties concluded by Her Majesty 
with any Foreign Power; while the provision in the Constitution Acts of Victoria and New South Wales is, that no 
new duty shall be imposed upon the importation of any article the produce of any particular "place," which shall 
not equally be imposed upo:n the importation of articles imported from all other places. 

However, inasmuch as it is with these Colonies that, reciprocity is desired, any restriction on legislation by 
those Colonies acts as a restriction on New Zealand. 

J. PRENDERGAST. 



QUANTITIES of tlie under-mentioned Goods ente1·ed fo1' Home Consumption during tlie Yem·s 1868 and 1869. 

TASMANIA. VICTORIA. NEW SOUTH WALES. SOUTH AUSTRALIA. QUEENSLAND. 

!SGS, 1869, 1863, 1869', 18GB, 1869. 1868, 1869. 1868. . .. 1869. 

Sririts ..............•.. galls. 66,8U9 69,935 708,321 890,851 640,850 644,846 127,948 124,362 241,8ll 222,198 
Ditto, Colonial Distilled, galls. .. .. 151,107 138,655 

Queensland made Rum ... galls. .. .. .. . . .. . . .. . . 10,861 20,842 
v,ine .........•........ galls. 17,367 22,219 268,788 252,060 183,247 156,660 36,515 46,231 57,571 51,i62 
Ale and Beer .....•...... galls. 45,836 58,388 1,137,747 1,125,865 1,509,640 1,707,599 } 524,864 433,953 
Cider .............•.•.. galls. Nil. Nil. } 1620 2136 310,063 309,126 } 182 12 Perry ...•......•.••.... galls. 137 56 .. .. 
Vinegar .•.........•.... galls. 14,838 18,925 78,894 92,264 .. .. 41,990 43,289 36,613 25,523 
Oil, excepting Whale .... galls. 63,584 39,621 981,924 1,039,922 .. .. 195,854 158,963 
'fea .........••......•... lbs. 6Jl,364 544,123 5,630,512 5,175,443 5,053,680 4,913,520 l,ll7,835 1,387,244 1,023,862 1:,035,972 
Hops .........•.... , .... lbs. 139,484 100,078 898,331 1,191,388 213,720 201,120 254,633 230,816 
Malt .....•.....••... bushels. 725 68 195,600 239,056 31,800 37,760 52,000 37,480 
Sugar, Raw .........•. ~ c t 67,024 58,269 477,096 523,157 227,389 227,890 93,415 ll5,335 67,798 54,483 Ditto, Refined ...•... S w s. 
:Molasses ................ cwts. 203 261 5046 8323 39 121 321 871 56-5 642 
Dried Fruits ...••..•...... lbs. 371,115 227,469 4,817,538 4,325,064 3,289,664 2,970,096 1,202,218 883,4~1 797,528 765,084 
Rice .........•.•......... lbs. 337,177 21:2,077 18,555,299 17,190,848 7,912,800 5,287,520 550,928 475,664 1,449,280 1,291,641 
Sago ... • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .lbs. 25,334 14.028 582,549 146,U98 
Coffee .......•.......•... 1 bs. 120.298 134:421 1,139,382 1,180,027 } 772,440 775,200 { 516,275 374,676 t 184,398 166,808 Chicory ..........•....... lbs. 66;442 81,816 30lJ,232 255,472 64,840 66,384 I 
Cocoa ....•.........•.... lbs. 5093 12,170 14 l ,391 220,265 .. .. } 41,685 70,633 s 408 444 
Chocolate .............•. .lbs. 5847 8978 49,291 03,439 .. .. t 14,158 25,128 
Tobacco ................. lbs. 158,257 156,542 1,379,497 1,368,764 *539.430 *5::J0,954 273,195 334,989 } U nmanufactured ...•... .lbs. . . .. 68,185 106,712 168;987 167,109 319,530 311,579 

Ditto, Sheepwash .••.• . lbs. 18,335 25,628 191,108 127,253 .. .. 15,100 20,894 
Cigars ..•................ lbs. 4450 0024 46,705 53,877 38,424 39,375 14,747 18,933 9984 8436 
Snuff ...•..••.......•... .lbs. l'W9 1140 2032 1492 .. .. 2933 3608 414 132 
Candles ...•....•.••.•.... lbs. 60,08'Z 45,211 3,625,213 3,814,592 .. .. 506,304 460,594 
Gunpowder ...•......•... lbs. 12,754 10,450 783,710 1,327,872 .. .. ll8,656 178,615 
Shot ...............•••.. lbs. 61,719 94,431 295,904 632,240 
Soap .........•....••.•.. lbs. 67,603 102,827 120,884 1:24,871 .. .. 296,800 156,688 
Soda Crystals .........•.. lbs. 181,513 349,767 1,923,376 3,942,288 
Salt ...........•........ cwts. .. .. .. . . .. . . .. . . 51,660 42,306 
Ad Valorem Duty, 7 ½ per cent. .. .. .. . . .. .. . . . . £77,923 73,320 

'1.'otal Amount qf Revenue de-
} £131,459 1·ived ji·om Customs Duties £137,6~1 £1,164,499 £1,336,747 £785,736 £838,904 £196,315 £221,235 £331,520 306,577 

upon all Impoi·ted Goods ... 
Estimated Population of the 

} above-named Colonies at the 100,700 101,000 684,310 710,284 460,765 500,000 176,298 181,143 107,500 110,000 close of the Years 1868 and 
I8li9 ..................... 

'" Tobacco and Snuff, 
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.A P P E N D I C E s~ 

APPENDix A; 

IJESPATCH from Rigltt Honorable the Secretary of State.for tlte Colonies to tlte O,fficer Adminis
tering the Government of Nerv South Wales 1·elative to " Customs Union." 

. . : Dorvning-street, 7tlt Janua1·y, 1868. s~ . . . 
HER Majesty's Government have had under their consideration Sir J ol\n Youn g's Despatch, No. 87, 

of 21st December, 1866, inclosing a Minute of the Executive Council of New South Wales, in which they 
recommend that the Impei·ial Parliament should. be invited to P,as:;; .a measure for the purpose of repealing 
the provisions of the. Constitution Acts of the Australian Colonies, which prohibit the imposition of 
discriminating duties, so far as to allow the importation, by land .or otherwise, of the produce of any one of 
them duty free. By acceding to this reques.t Her Majesty's Government would recognise the pi-inciple 
that any group of neighbouring Colonies, or perhaps that any .number of Colonies not neighbouring, might 
make arrangements for the admission, duty free, of each other's produce, and thus constitute Differential 
Duties as against foreign nations, or even against this country. Her Majesty's Government would gladly 
aid in the establishment ofa Customs Union, comprising all the adjacent Australian Colonies, !J..p.d p.i:o..: 

. viding for the importation ·of goods from Colony to Colony, fo~· an equitable division of the Customs Duties, 
and for a Uniform Tariff as between Australia and other "countries or places," and they are not unwilling 
to take into consideration any particular relaxation of the existing rule which might be justified or 1iecessi
tated by particular circumstances; but they cannot propose to Parliament a measure which could nf?t. well 
stop short of the virtual repeal in favour· of the Colonies of that clause in· the Australian Government. Act 
which prohibits the imposition of Differential Duties, and rn:ight seriously emba1;rass the action• of this 
Government in their commercial relations with other countries. The Act which has been. passed by· the 
New South vVales Legislature to give effect to the agteement with Victoria for the fi·ee. importation of: the 
goods across the River Murray is under the consideration' of Her Majesty's Government. 

I have, &c., 
(Signed) 

The Office1' Administeringilie Gove1'nment q/ 
Nerv South Wales. 

., ======= 

BUCKINGHAM AND CHANDOS. 
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APPENDIX B. 

TARIFFS OF THE AUSTRALIAN COLONIES. 

.ARTICLES. 

.Accoutrements •• , • , •.. 

Agricultural Implements, 

Ale .................. . 

.Almonds •• , ••• , •• , •••. 

Alum ••••••••••.••••. 
.Apparel and Slops ••.... 
.Apples, D11ed ......... . 
.Arms ............... . 

.Arrowroot 

Arsenic ••••••• , ....•. 
Asphalte •.•• ; ••••••... 
Axe Handles and other 

Handles 
A.-tles, .Arms, and Boxes .• 

:Bacon .••.•••••••••••. 
l3agging ..•••••....... 
Bags (Gunny) .....••... 
l3aking Powder, ••••.•. 
l3arcelona Nuts .•..•.•. 
l3ark for tanning •••... 

l3asket and Wickerware .. 
:Beer ...•...... , .•..... 
:Bellows ............. . 

Benzole ....•...•••••. 
:Bicarbonate and Carbon-

ate Soda 
:Bird Seed ........... . 
:Biscuits •........••... 

Bitters .••••••••..••... 
:Blacking ............. . 
Dlacklead ........... . 

Dlankots ••••••...•.••. 
:Blue .•••.••••...•.••.. 
:Bluestone ••••......•. 
:Boards, planed & tongued 

and grooved 
:Boats •..•..••••.•.... 
Boilers .........•. , •••. 

Bonnets and Hats ••••.. 

T.ASM.ANIA. 

For V oluntcers free. 
Others, 4s. cube 
foot 

F1·ee 

In wood, 6_d. per 
gall. ; in glass, 2s. 
per doz. quarts 

2d. per lb. 

fd. per lb. 
4s. per cube foot 
l!d. per lb. 
4s. per cube foot 

2d. per lb. 

4s. per cwt. 
ditto 

5s. per cwt. gi·oss 

Free 

2d. per lb. 
8s. 4d. per 1000 yds. 
{d. each 
~d. per lb. 
2d. per lb. 
4s. per cube foot 

!s. per cube foot 
See Ale 
Dlacksmith's, free; 

Household,5s.cwt. 
gross 

ls. per gall. 
~d. po1· lb. 

ditto 
Fancy, ls, per cube 

foot; ship, free 
12s. per gall. 
2s. per cube foot 
5s. ditto 

2s. ditto 
2d. per lb. 
{d. per lb. 
6d. per cube foot 

Free 
Steam, free; others, 

5s. per cwt. 
4s. per cube foot 

!loots and Shoes... • • • • . 5s. ditto 

Bottled Fruits ....••••.. 
Ilran .•.....•...•••••. 
:Brandy •••.•.•.••.... 
Ilrassware .••...••..•. 
Bricks •......•••..••.. 

!lath ••.•••...•...... 
Fire ............... . 

:Broom and Broom 
Handles 

3s. ditto 
Free 
12s. per gall. proof 
4s. per cube foot 

ditto 
Free 

ditto 
5s. per cwt. gross 

:Brushes .............. 4s, per cube foot 
Buckets • . . • • • .. • • • • • . 3s. per dozen 

Building Materials •.•.. See Nails, Timber, 
&c. ; others Free 

VICTORIA. 

5 per cent. ad val. 

10 ditto 

6d. per gall. 

Id. per lb. 

5 per cent. ad val. 
10 ditto 
Id. per lb. 
5 per cent. ad val. 

10 ditto 

5 ditto 
ditto 

10 per eent. ad val. 

5 and 10 ditto 

ld, per lb. 
Free 
5 per cent. ad val. 
10 ditto 
ld. per lb. 
5 per cent. arl val. 

10 ditto 
See Ale. _ 
5 per cent. ad val. 
10 ditto 

3d. per gall. 
5 per cent. ad val, 

ditto 
Id. per lb. 

1 Os. per gall. 
10 per cent. ad val. 
5 ditto, under Iron-

mongery 
10 per cent. ad val. 

ditto 

NEW SOUTH 
WALES. 

5 per cent. ad val. 

ditto 

In wood, 3d. per 
gall. ; in bottle, 
6d. per gall. 

10s. per cwt. 

5 per cent. ad val • 
ditto 

10s. per cwt •. 
5 per cent. ad val. 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

For building, free; 
other, 5 per cent. 
ad vnl. 

5 per, cent. ad val. 
See Ale · 
5 · per cent. ad val._ 

ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

10s. per gall. 
5 per cent. ad val. 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 5 per cent. ad val. 

ditto ;, : .. 'ditto 

10 per cent. ad val. 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

10 per cent. ad val. 5 per cent. ad va!. 

ditto 

Id. per lb. 
ls. per cwt. 
10s. per gall. proof 
10 per cent, ad val. 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

10s. per gall. proof 
5 per cent. ad val. 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

ditto 

SOUTH 
AUSTRALIA . 

5 per cent. ad val. 

ditto 

In wood, 6d. per 
gall. ; qrt. bottles, 
ls. per doz. 

1 0s. per cwt. 

5 per cent. ad val. 
ditto 

10s. per cwt. 
5 per cent. ad val. 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 

ditto 
Free 

ditto 
5 per cent. ad val. 

ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
See Alo 
5 per cent. ad val. 

ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

10s. per gall. 
5 per cent. ad val. 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

2s. 6d. per 40 cube 
feet 

5 per cent. ad val. 
ditto 

5 per cent. ad val. 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

10s. per gallon 
5 per cent. ad val. 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

ditto 

QUEENSLAND. NEW ZEALAND. 

7½ per cent. ad val. Unknown 

ditto, unless 
bonil fide for 
making sugar 

6d. per gall. 

ld. per lb. 

n per cent. ad val. 
ditto 

Id. per lb. 
7½ per cent. ad va!. 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

Free 

In wood, ls. per 
gall. ; '.in bottle, 
ls. 3d. per gall. 

In shell, Id. per lb.; 
unshelled, 3d. 

3s. pm· cube foot 
5s. ditto 
Id. per lb. 
5s. each firearm ; 

5s. each sword 
In bulk, ~d. per lb.; 

in jars or tins, 
2s. Gd. p. cube foot 

4s. per cwt. 
Free. 

-4s: per cwt. 

2s. ditto 

Id. per lb: 
ls. 6d. per cube foot 

ditto 
ls. per cube foot 
Id. per lb. 
Free 

ditto Gd. per cube foo: 
See Ale Seo Ale 
7½ per cent. ad val. ls .. per cube foot 

ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

10s. per gall. 
7½ per cent. ad val. 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

7½ per cent. ad val. 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

10s. per gallon 
7½ per cent. ad val. 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

ditto 

3s. ditto 
2s. per cwt. 

Free 
Fancy, ls. per cube 

foot; plain,3s.cwt, 
12s. per gall. 
ls. per cube foot 

ditto 

3s. per cube foot 
2s. per cwt. 
3s. per en be foot 
ls. per 100 super

ficial feet 
Free 

ditto 

bs. per cube foot, 
trimmed ; 3s. 
per cube foot 
untrimmed 

5s. per cube foot; 
common watcr
tigh ts, lace-np, 
and digi;er's long, 
3s. per cube foot; 
vamps and uppers, 
5s. per cube foot 

2s. Gd. per cube ft. 
Free 
12s. per gall. proof 
4s. pet· cwt. 
Freo 

ditto 
ditto 

ls. per cube foot 

ditto 
Wood 2s. per doz.; 

iron 4s. pe1· cwt. 
Fi-co 



.ARTICLES, T.ASM.ANIA. I· VICTORIA. 

:Butter .............. .. 
·Campliine Oil ••.••..••. 
•Camp Ovens and Cast-

iron Pots, &c. 
Canary Seeds ........ . 
Candied Peel ......... . 
•Candles ............. . 

Capers •••••• : •.•.. : ••. 

·Caps (women's) ....••.. 
Caps (detonating) ••.••. 
•Cards (playing) ........ 

2d, per lb. 
Is. per gallon 
2s. 6d. pe1· cwt. 

gross 
½d. per lb. 
3s. per cube foot 
2d. per lb. 

3s. per doz. quarts; 
2s. per doz. pints 

4s. per cube foot 
ditto 
ditto 

Carpet Bags • • . • • . . . • . ditto 
•Carpeting ............ 2s. per cube foot 

·Carriages •.•••••••••. £5 two wheels 
£10 four wheels 

•_Cask_s (empty) •••••••. Free 
Cassia ..•........••• , • 4d. per lb. 
Cast-iron fencing and 6d. per cwt. gross 

rough castings 
Castor -Oil (m bulk) .... 6d. pei· gallon 
Catsup ................ 3s. per dozen pints 
Caustic Soda • • • • • . • • • . Free 
,Cedar ............. , ; , In bulk, free; under 

3in. thick, 8s. per 
50 cubic feet 

·Chaff ....• , .......... Not named 
Chain Cables . • . • • • . . . . Free 

,cheese ...... I •••••••••• 

Chicory ............. . 
Chinaware .......... .. 

Chinese Oil, .......... . 
Chocolate ........... . 
•Chutney ............. . 

2d. per lb. 
3d. per lb. 
£1 per package; if 

under 5 cube feet, 
3s. per foot per 
package 

6d. per gallon 
3d. per lb. 
3s. per cube foot 

Id. per lb .. 
3d. per gallon 
10 per cent. ad val. 

5 ditto 
Id. per lb. 

ditto 

10 per cent. ad val. 

ditto 
5 per cent. ad val. 
10 per cent. ad val., 

unde1· Stationery 
10 per cent. ad val. 

ditto 

ditto 

5 per cent. ad val. 
10 ditto 

ditto 

3d. per gallon 
10 per cent. ad val. 
Free 
Under 12' inch 

square, 5 per cent. 
ad val. ; over 12 
inch square, free 

5 per cent. 
Under t mch, 5 per 

cent ad vaL; over 
t inch, free 

Id. per lb. 
2d. ditto 
10 per cent. ad vat 

3d. per gallon 
2d. per lb. 
10 per cent. a~ val. 

-Cider , •••• , ••• , • • • . • • 4d. per gall. ad val. 6d. per gallon 

Cigars ....... , .. . . . • .. 4s. per lb; 
Cinnamon • • • • • • • • • • • • 4d. ditto 
Clocks • • • • . • .. • • • • .. .. 4s. per cube foot 
Cloves .. • • • . • .. • • • . . . 4d. per lb. 
Coal .................. Free 
Cocoa • • • . • • . . . • • • • • • • 3d. per lb. 

Cod-liver Oil . . . . • • • • . . 4s. per cube foot 

Coffee ............... : Green, 3d. per lb. ; 
roasted, 4d.~er lb. 

Coil- Matting .......... 6d. per cube foot 
Collars and Cuffs (paper) 4s. ditto 
Colza Oil. • . • . . . . . . • • • . 6d. per gallon: 
Combs ................ 4s. per cube foot 

Confectionery .•. , . . . . . . 3s. ditto 
Copperas .............. ¼d. per lb; 

·Copperware .•••••••• , • , 5s. per cwt. 
Copyfog Presses ..•••• ·.; 5s. per cwt. gross 
Cordage ............. ; Free 

,, Unserviceable • . Free 
Cordials . . . • • . . . . • . . . . 12s. per gallon 
Corks ...•..••• · ....... , Free · 
Corn Sacks ......•..... ' ½d. each 
Cotton Counterpanes and 2s. per cube foot 

Sheets 
Cotton Manufactures not 4s. ditto 

otherwise described 

Cream of Tartar .•.••••. 4d. per lb.· 
Crystallised Soda •• ; • • • ¼d, per lb. 

,5s. per lb. 
10 per cent. ad val. 

ditto ' 
ditto 

Free 
2d. per lb., and 

cocoa nibs, 5 per. 
ccn t. ad val. 

3d, per gall. in bulk, 
& 5per cent. ad val. 

2d. per lb. 

5 per cent. ad val. 
10 ditto . 
3d. per gallon 
5 and 10 per cent. 

ad val. 
Id. per lb. . 
5 per cent. ad val. 

10 ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

Free 
!Os. per gallon. 
5 per cent. ad val. 

ditto 
10 per cent. ad val. 

In the piece, free; 
otherwise. 10 per 
cent. ad val. 

5 per· cent. ad val. 
ditto 

NEW SOUTH 
WALES. 

5 per cent. ad val. 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
2d. per lb. 
5 per cent. ad val. 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 

3s. per lb. 
5 per cent. ad: val. 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 

2d. per lb. 

5 per cent: ad val. • 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
10s. per gallon. 
5 per cent,' ad val. 

ditto 
ditto 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

SOUTII 
.AUSTRAL!.!. 

5 per cent, ad val, 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

5s. per 40 cube feet 

5 per cent. ad val. 
ditto 

ditto 
Id. per lb. 
5 per cent. ad val. 

ditto 
Id. per lb; 
5 per cent. ad.val. 

ditto 

4s. per lb. 
5 per cent. ad val. 

ditto 
ditto 

Free 
Id. per lb, 

5 per· cent. ad val, 

_Id.per lb. 

5 per cent. ad val. 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
10s. per gallon 
5 per cent. ad val. 
Free 
5 per cent. ad "al. 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

QUEENSLAND, I NEW ZEALAND. 

n per cent. ad val. I d. per 1.b. 
ditto 6d. per gallon 
ditto 4s. per cwt. 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
4d. per lb. 
7 ½ per· cent. ad val. 

2s. 6d. per cube ft. -
3d. per lb. 
Tallow, ½d, per lb. 

Other Id. per lb. 
2s. 6d. per cube foot 

3s. per cube foot 
ls. per 1000 
6d. per pack 

3s. per cube foot 
Woollen, 2s. per 

cube foot; Hemp 
or Jute ls. per 
cube foot 

5 per cent. ad vaI. 
-also or carts and 
drays ; Wheels, 
5'i. per pair 

Frae 
3d. per lb. 
ls. per cwt. 

6d. per gallon 
2s. 6d. per cube ft. 
Free 
ls. per 100 superfi

cial foet. 

Free 
Under t inch, 2s. 

per cwt. ; over 
finch, fre6 

Id. per lb. 
3d: ditto 
ls. per cube foot 

ditto 6d. per gallon 
4d. per lb. 3d. per lb. 
7½ per cent. ad val. 2s. 6d. per cube ft. 

6d. per gallon 

4s. per lb. 
7½ per cent. ad val. 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

4d. per lb.; raw 
cocoa, 2d. per lb. 

In wood, ls. per 
gallon ; in bottle, 

... ls. 3d. per gallon, 
5s. per lb. 
3d. per lb, 
10 per cent. ad vaL 
.3d. per lb. 
Free 
3d. per lb. 

7 ½ per cent. ad val. 2s. 6d. per cube foot· .J 

4d. per lb. 

7½ per cent. ad val. 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
10s. per• gallon 
7~ per cent. ad·va1. 

ditto 
ditto 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

Green, 3d. per lb. ; 
roasted,· 5d. per· ) 
lb. 

6d. per.. cube foot 
5s. ditto 
6d. per gallon 
ls. per c_ube foot 

5s. ditto. 
') 

3s. , per cube . foot ) 
( Druggists' ware) 
4s. per cwt. _) 

ditto 
3_s. per cwt. 3 inch 

and under .J 
3s. rer cwt. 
.12s. per. gallon 
F1·ee 
l,s,. .6d. per cube ft. 
3s •. ditto 

,,5s •.. ditto 

Id .. per lb •... 
la. p&- cwt. 



ARTICLES. , . TASMANIA. 

CUITants (dried) ...••••• 
Curry Powder and Paste 

Custard Powder .•.••.•. 
Cutlery .... , ...... , ... . 
Deals ..•.. · .......•.•. 

Doors •.••••••....•••. 
Drapery (piece g.,ods) .. 
Drapery (not otherwise 

described) 
Dried Fruits ••••.••... 
Druggeting 

Druggist's Ware (not 
otlierwise described 

Dye (wood) ...•.•.•.. 
E1U·thenware .....••••. 

:Egg Powder ......... . 
Eggs •.•..........••. 
Engravings ........... . 
Essences (Flavoring) ... . 

Fancy Goods •..••••••• 

Felt ••..............•. 
Fibre, Cocoa .....••••. 
Fireworks .....•••••.. 

Fish-
Dried .............• 
Pickled in kegs ..... . 
Potted and preserved . 
Paste .....•••••••.. 

:Flocks ••...•..•••.... 

Floor Cloth ........... . 
Flour ........•.•.•... 
Fo1far Cloth .••••••••. 

Ditto, Sheeting, un-
bleached ........... . 

Fruit, Green ......... . 
Furniture & Cabinctware 
Furs-

Unmanufacturcd •... 
Manufactured ••..•... 

Fuse •.........•••.... 

l~d. per lb. 
3s. per cube foot 

(Oilmen'8 Stores) 
3s. per cube foot 
2d. per lb. gross 
Ss. per 50 cube feet, 

if unde1· 3-inch 
thick 

Gd. per cube foot 
4s. ditto 

ditto 

J!d. per lb. 
2s. per cube foot 

( under Carpets) 
4s. per per foot 

Free 
£1 per package, 01· 

if under 5 cube 
feet, 3s. per cb. ft. 

4s. per cnbo foot 
ditto 

Free 
3s. per cube foot 

4s. per cube foot, 
except toys and 
articles other
wise specified 

Free 
ditto 

4s. per cube foot 

~d. per lb. 
ls. per cube foot 
3s. per cube foot 

ditto 
2s. ditto, under 

Woollens 
4s. per cube foot 
F1·ee 
4s. per cube foot 

under Schedule 
2, Linen, &c. 

ditto 
Free 
3s. per cube foot 

4s. ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

Galvanized Ironware. . . . 5s. 1>er cwt. 
Gelatine , . , . . . . . . .. • • • • 3s. per cube foot 

Geneva and Gin .•••..•. 12s. per gall. 
Ginger. . . . • • . • • • . . . . • . 2d. per lb. 

Glass-Bottles . • . • . • • . Free 
Plate • • • . . • . • • . 6s. per 100 sup. feet. 
Sheet . . . . . • • . • . 3s. ditto 

Glnssw1U'e ••••••••• • •. £1 per pkg., or 3s. 
per cube foot if 
under 5 cube feet 

Globes and Chimneys 
for Lamps •.•.••.... 

Gloves , .•• , •. , .•.••••. 
Glue ..•. , ..•.•..•••• 
Gold and Silver Watches, 

Jewellery and Plate, 
wholly or in part of 
gold or silver 

Gold Leaf •.••••••••• , 
Grain-

.Barley, ... , ..•....• , 
]leans and -Pease .... 
1'Iaize ••..•.••.••... 
Oats ...••..•..•.•.•• 
Gram ........•••••. 
Rice .•.•••••••••... , 
Wheat, •••••.•• , •••• 

ditto 
4s, per cube foot 
ld. per lb, 
ls. per oz. 

4s. per en be foot 

Free 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

~d. per lb. 
Free 

VICTORIA. 
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Id, per lb. 10s. per cwt. 
IO per cent. ad ml. 5 percent. a d val. 

ditto 
5 per cent. ad val. 
· ditto 

ls. each 
Free 
5 ·and 10 per cent. 

ad val. 
Id. per lb. 
10 per cent. ad val. 

5 and 10 per cent. 

5 per cent. ad val. 
10 ditto 

10 per cent. ad val. 
5 ditto 

ditto 
10 per cent. ad val. 
(if spirit, IOs. gall.) 
10 per cent, ad val. 

5 per cent. ad val, 
Free 
5 per cont. ad val. 

5s. per cwt. 
ditto 

ld. pe1· lb. 
10 per cent, ad val. 
5 ditto 

10 ditto 
ls. per cwt. 
Free 

citto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

10s. per cwt. 
5 per cont. ad val. 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

5 per cent. ad val. 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
Free 
5 per cent. ad val. 

ditto ditto 
5 per cent. ad val. , Free 
10 ditto 5 per cent, ad val. 

5 ditto 
10 ditto 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

1 0s. per gall. 
Green, 5 per cent. 

ad val. ; dried, 10 
per cent. ad val. 

10 per cent, ad val. 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

Watches,lOpercent, 
ad val.; gold plate, 
8s. per oz. troy; 
silver plate, ls. per 
oz. troy 

5 per cent. ad val. 

9d. per cwt. 
ditto 

. ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

2s. per cwt. 
9d. per cwt 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

1 0s. per gallon 
5 per cent: ad val. 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

Free 

SOUTH 
AUSTRALIA. 

10s. per cwt. 
5 per cent. ad val. 

ditto 
ditto 

2s. Gd. per 40 cube 
feet 

5 per cent. ad val. 
ditto 
ditto 

10s. per cwt. 
5 per cent ad val. 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

5 per cent, ad val. 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
Free 
5 per cent. ad val. 

QUEENSLAND. I NEW ZEALAND. 

ld. per lb. Id. per lb. 
7½ por cent. ad val. 2s. 6d. per cube ft. 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
d1tto 

ls. ditto 
4s. per cwt. 
ls. per 100 suporfi-

cial feet 

ls. each 
5s. per cube foot 

ditto 

ld. per lb. ld. per lb. 
7½ per cent. ad vnl. 2s. per lb. 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

7½ per ccnl. ad val. 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
Free n per cont. ad val. 

3s. per cube foot 

ditto 
3d. per cube foot 

} 
No means of 

ascertaining 
ls. per cube foot 
2s. 6d. ditto 

ls. ditto, if not 
otherwise de
scribed 

Free 
ditto 

ls. per cube foot, 
under l'uncy 
Goods 

2s. per cwt. 
ditto 

2s. 6d. per cube ft. 
ditto. 

6d. por cube foot,. 
under Furniture 

6d. pc1· cube foot 
Free 
ls. per cube foot 

ditto ditto Ss. ditto 
Free Free Free 
5 per cent. ad val. : n per cent. ad val. 6d. per cube foot 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

1 Os. per gallon 
5 per cent. ad val. 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 

Free 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

5 per cont. ad val. 
F1·ee 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

10s. per gall. 
n per cent. ad val. 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

£2 per ton 
Free 

5s. ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ls. per cwt. 
3s. per cube foot, 

undor Druggists•· 
Ware 

12s. per gall. 
3d. per lb. 

Free 
ls. per cube foot 
15. per 100 sup. ft. 
ls. per cube foot;. 

looking glasses, 
2s. Gd. per cub. ft. 

6d, por cube foot 
5s. ditto 
·2s. p or cwt. 
10 per cent, ad val. 

ditto 

Free 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

2s. per cwt. 
Free. 



ARTICLES; TASMANIA. 

Gravestones • . • • • • • . • • • Free 
Grease................ Lard, 2d. per lb. 
Griudery • . • . • . • . • • • . . • 4s. 1•er cube foot 

·Grindstones •. • . • • . • • • • Free 
Gl'Dats (Prepared) ...•.. ls. per cube foot 
Guano & other Manures . Free 
Gum • . • • . • • • • • • • • • . . 4s. per cube foot 
Gunnies .. . . • • .. .. • • • . ¼d. each 

Gunpowder·.. . • . • • • • • • . Sporting, 4d. per lb. 
Blasting, Id. 

•Gutta Percha Manufac- 4s. per cube foot 
ture (not Apparel) 

'.Habe,dashery ......... . 

;Hairdressers' Materials •. 

Hair Seating •••••••••. 
Hams ..•.•••••.•••••. 
Harness ............•. 
Hardware and Holloware 

Hats, Men's ....•.•••. 
Hay ................. . 
,Herrings (Preserved) •••. 

Hides ................ . 
Honey ............... . 

Hops .......... , ... .. 
Horse Shoes ••.•...... 
Hosie1•y ............. . 
iHouses (Iron) ..•.•.•. 

India Rubber ........ .. 
Goods ••.•••••....•. 

Ink-
,vriting .....•.•••.. 
Printing •••.••....•. 

lnstmments-
l\lusical .......... .. 

•Optical ••••....• " •• 
Scientific ........... . 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 
l!d. per lb. 
4s. per cube foot 
5s. per cwt. 

4s. per cube foot 
Free 
In tins, 3s. per cube 

foot; in kegs, ls. 
per cube foot 

Free 
Under Oilmen's 

Stores, 3s. per 
cube foot 

2d. per lb. 
5s. per cwt. 
4s. per cube foot 
In frame, 5s. per 

cwt. 
4s. per cube foot 

ditto 

ditto 
Free 

Pianos and Harmo
niums, £5; Organs 
£10; other goods, 
4s. per cube foot 

4s. per cube foot 
Free 

Surgical • • • • • • • • • • • . Cutting, 2d. per lb.; 
other, 5s; per cwt. 

- Iron-
Bar, Rod, &c ........ . 
Castings ........... . 
.Fencing· (wrought) ... . 
,.Galvanized and Wire . 

Gates and Gate-posts . 
Ironmongery ...•.•.... 

Free 
6d. per cwt. 
F,·ee 
Free, except wire, 

which pays 5s. 
per cwt. 

Free 
5s. pBr cwt. 

Isinglass . . • . . • . . . • . . • . 3s. per cube foot 

Jams .••...........•. 
Japanned Ware •••..... 
Kerosene Oil ....•..... 
Lamp Black .. , ....... . 
Lamps ..........•..... 
Lard ............... . 
Lasts and Shoemakers' 

ditto 
5s. per cwt. 
ls. per gallon 
¼d. per lb. 
5s. per cwt. 
2d. per lb. 

'I- VICTORIA. 

10 per cent. ·ad val. 
5 ditto 
5 per cent. and 10 

per cent. ad val. 
10 per cent. ad val. 

ditto 
Free 
5 per cent. ad val. 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

10 per cent. ad val. 

Free; 5 and 10 per 
cent. ad val. 

5 per cent. ad val. 

ditto 
Id. per lb. 
10 per cent. ad val. 
5 and 10 per cent. 

ad val. as per list 
10 per cent. ad val. 
5 ditto 
Id. per lb. in tins; 

5s. per cwt. salted 

Free 
5 pe1· cent. ad val. 

2d. per lb. 
,5 pe1· cent. ad val. 
10 ditto 

ditto 

·5 per cent. ad val. 
5 and 10 per cent. 

ad val. 
10 per cent. ad val. 
Free 

10 per cent. ad val. 

ditto 
5 and 10 per cent. 

ad val. 
ditto 

Free 
10 per cent. ad val. 

ditto 
5 per cent. ad val. 

10 ditto 
5 and 10 per cent. 

:i.d val. 
ditto 

lcl. per lb. 
10 per cent. ad val. 
3d. per gallon 
5 per cent. ad val. 
10 ditto 
lcl. per lb. 

Pegs . . . . . . • . . • • • . . 4s. per cube foot 10 per cent. ad val.; 
pegs are free · 

Laths . . • . . . . • . . . • . • . . 8s. per 50 cube feet 5 per cent. ad val. 
Lead-· 

Sheet • . • . . . . . . . . . . . ¾d, per lb. 
Pipe ............. , Free 
Pig . • . • . . . . . • • . • • • . ¼d, per lb. 

Leather •. ,. • • . • • . • • • • . 4s. per cube foot 

Leatherware • . . • •.• • • • . ditto 

10 ditto 
ditto 

Free 
5 per cent. ad val. 

10 ditto 
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5 per cent. ad val. 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto· 

Free 
5 per cent. ad val. 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

Free 
5 per cent. ad v.al. 

2d. pe1· lb. 
5 per cent. ad val. 

ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 

SOUTH 
AUSTRALIA. 

5 per cent. ad val. 
ditto 

· ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

Free 
5 pe1· cent. ad val. 

ditl.o 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

Free 
5 pe1; cent. ad val. 

2d. per lb. 
5 per cent. ad val. 

ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 

6d. per 1000 

5 per C6nt. ad val. 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 

QUEENSLAND. I NEW ZEALAND. 

7½ per cent. ad val. . Free 
ditto · ditto 
ditto ls. per cube foot 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ciitt,, 
ditto 

ditto 
ciitto 

ditto 

' ditto 
ditto 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
<litto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 

Free 
ls. per cube foot 
Free 

ditto 
1 s. 6d. per cube 
· root 

Sporting, 6d. per 
lb. ; blasting, 
free 

ls. per cube foot 

5s. ditto 

2s. 6d. ditto, under 
Perfumery 

ls. per cube foo_t 
Id. per lb. 
2s. per cube foot 
4s. per cwt. 

3s. per cube foot 
Free 
2s. 6d. per CU be ft.] 

Free 
2s. 6d. per c ubeft. 

Id. per lb. 
ls. per cwt. 
5s. per cube foot 
ls. ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
Free 

ls. per cube foot; 
church purposes, 
free 

Free 
ditto 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

ls. per cwt. 
ditto 

4s. per cwt. 
ditto 

.2s: 6d. per cub.e ft. 

ditto 
4s. per cwt. 
6d. per gallon 
4s. per· cwt. 
1 s. per cubic foot 
Free· · 

ls. per cubic foot 

ls. per 1000 

ls. per cwt. 
ditto 
ditto 

Sole, !d. per lb. ; 
other· kinds, ld. 
per lb. 

Leggiligs and Bags, 
5s. per cube ft. ; 
other kinds, ls. 

· per cube foot 



ARTICLES. 

Lime •....•••.....••. 
Lime Juice .........•.. 

Linen Piece Gooda ...•. 
Linseed Oil ........... . 
Liqueurs .........••••. 
Liquorice .........••. 
Lithographic Goods ••.. 

Loaf Sugar .......•.•• • 
Lobsters in 'fins ....•.•. 

·-:Macaroni and Vermicelli 
Machinery ••••• · •.•.... 

1\faizena •••••••••• , •. , 
111alt •..•••.••...•••. 
1\Iarble-

TASMANIA. 

Free 
ditto 

4s. per cube foot 
6d. per gallon 
12s. ditto 
2d. per lb. 
Free 

6s. per cwt. 
3s. per cube foot 
2d. per lb. 
If not in list of ex

emptions, 5s. pei· 
cwt. 

ls. per cube foot 
ls. per bushel 

Wrought ......•..... Free 

Unwrought ..•.•.•••. 
1\fat~hes and Vestas 

Mats and Rugs 

}\fatting ........•••••. 
1\!eal-

Barley ......•••••••• 
Corn .........•.••• 
Linseed ........... . 

Oat .••.•.••.•.••••. 
llieat, Preserved ..•.•... 

Metal (yellow), castings 
and other articles made 
therefrom .•••.•...• 

Methylated Spirits .. .- ... 
Millinery ....••••..•... 
Mixed l\Ietalware •••••• 

Molasses .......••••••• 
:Mouldings ( Gilt) ••.•.. 
:Mustard_ ......••••••. 

ditto 
Matches, ls. per 

cube foot; Vestas, 
2s. per cube foot 

Mats, lid. per cube 
foot ; Rugs, 2s. 
per cube foot 

6d. per cube foot 

3s. ditto (?) 
1 s. per cube foot 
½d. per lb. 

Free 
Beef, Mutton, and 

Pork, free; other, 
4s. per cube foot 

Free 
3s. per gallon 
4s. per cube foot 
Cutlery & Plated-

ware, 2d. per lb. 
gross 

3s. 6d. per cwt. 
3s. ditto 
2d. per lb. 

, VICTORIA., 

5 per cent. ad val. 
5 and 10 per cent. 

ad val. 
Free 
3d. per gallon 
10s. ditto 
Id. per lb. 
5 and I O per cent. 

ad val. 
3s. per cwt. 
Id. per lb. 

ditto 
10 per cent. ad val. 

Id. pm• lb. 
6d. per bushel 

NEW SOUTH 
WALES. 

5_per cent. ad val. 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto · 

10s. per gallon 
'5 per cent. ad val. 

ditto. 

6s. 8d. per cwt. 
5 per cent. ad val. 

ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
6d. per bushel. 

10 per cent. ad val. 5 per cent. ad val. 

Free 
10 per cent. ad val. 

ditto 

5 per cent. ad val. 

Is. per cwt. 
ditto 

ls. per cwt. and 5 
per cent. ad val. 

ls. per cwt. 
Id. per lb. 

10 per cent. ad val. 
5 ditto 
10 ditto 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
Not stated 
5 per cent. ad val. 

ditto 

3s. per cwt. 3s. 4d. per cwt. 
I O per cont. ad val. 5 per cent. ad val. 

ditto ditto 

Nails and Screws •••••. 

Nets (Fishing) •••••••. 

Nails, 2s. 6d. per 5 per cent. ad val. ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

Nutmegs .......•...••. 
Nuts •.•..•.....•.... 

Oakum .•.••......... 
Oars ........••..••.... 
Oilcloth ...•••........ 
Oilmen's Stores ...••... 

Oils-Kerosine and Pa-
raffine .•...••..•.••. 

Oils-Other, except Me
dicinal, Perfumed, and 
Whale .......•....•. 

Old Tom Gin ....•.••.. 
Olives ....•.......•... 
Onions ............... . 
Opium ...•.••••....••. 

Oysters (Preserved) .... 
Paintings . ..... , ...•... 
Paints-

MixP.d, and Red and 
White Lead ..•.•••. 

Paints (Dry) .•.•.••... 
Palings ...••...•••••. 
Paper Bags .•.. o • •••• 

Paper-
~Vriting ..••...•.... 
Printing and Wrapping 

cwt. 
4s. per cube foot 
4d. per lb. 
2d. ditto 

Free 
ditto 

2s, per cube foot 
3s. per cube foot, 

except Pickles, 
Sauces, and Oils 

ls. per gallon 

6d. ditto 

12s. ditto 
See Oilmen's Stores 
Free 
4s. per cubic foot, 

under Drugs 
3s. per cube foot 
Free 

1d, per lb. 
;}d. ditto 
See Timber 
Free 

ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
10 per cent, ad val. 
Id. per lb. (Cocoa 

Nuts excepted) 
5 per cent. ad val. 
10 per cent. ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

3d. per gall. in bulk 

3d. per gall. in 
bulk; oil, pro
duce of whales 
caught by Vic
torian ships, free 

10s. per gallon 
10 per cent. ad val. 
5 ditto 
IOs. per lb. 

Id. per lb. 
10 per cont. ad val. 

5 ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

10 per cent. ad val. 
Free 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

10s. per gallon 
5 per cent. ad val. 
Free 
20s. per lb. 

5 per cont. ad ,•al. 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

'SOUTH 
AUS1'RALIA. 

5 per cent. ad val. 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

I 0s. per gall on 
5 per cent. ad val. 

ditto 

3s. per cwt. 
5 per cent. ad val. 

ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
Not stated 
5 per cent. ad val. 

ditto 

2s. per cwt, 
5 per cent. ad val. 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

10s. per cwt. 

5 per cent. ad val. 
2s. per I 00 feet 
5 per cent. ad val. 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

10s. per gallon 
5 per cent. ad val. 
Free 
5 per cent. ad val. 

ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

6d. per 100 
5 per cent. ad val. 

ditto 
ditto 

' I QUEENSLAND. I NEW' ZEALAND •. 

7 ½ per cent. ad va]; Free• 
ditto ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

10s. per gallon 
7-~ por cent. ad val. 

ditto 

6s. 8d. per cwt. 
7½ pm' cent. ad val. 

ditto 
7½ pet· cent. ad val., 

except for manu
facturing Sugar 

7 ½ pet• cent. ad val. 
ditto 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
Not stated 
7 ½ per cent. ad yal. 

ditto 

5s. per cube foot 
6d. per gallon 
12s. per gallon 
2s. Cld. pot· cube ft •. 
Free 

Id. per lb. 
2s. 6d. per cube foot 

ditto 
Free 

ls. per cube foot 
6d. per bushel 

l\Iantel-pieces, ls. 
per cube foot 

ls. per cube foot 
ditto 

ditto 

6tl. per cube foot 

Free 
ls. per cube foot 
Free 

ditto 
2s, 6d. per cube foot 

Free 
Not stated 
5s. per cube foot 
Free 

3s. 4d. per cwt. Id. per lb. 
7 ½ per cont. ad val. Free 

ditto 2s. Gd. per cube foot 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto (?) 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

10s. per gallon n per cent. ad val. 
Free 
20s. per lb. 

7½ per cent. ad val. 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

. Nails, ls. per cwt.; 
Screws, free 

Free 
3d. per lb. 
ld. ditto 

Free 
ditto 

5s. p,,r cube foot 
See Special Articles : 

.6d. p~r gallon 

Perfumed Oil, 2s. Gd. 
per cube ft.; Olive 
-and Fish Oil in 
bulk, and Palm, 
free ; nil others, 
6d. per gallon 

12s. per gallon 
~s. 6d. per cube foot 
Free 
20s. per lb. 

2s. Gd. per cube foot 
Ft·ee 

2s. per cwt. 
ditto 

ls. per 100 
ls •. per cube foot 

ditto 
ditto 



ARTICLES. I · ··i"ASMANIA. VICTOIUA. 
. , . NEW S01ITH 

. W,o\LR::i. 
SOUTH , 

.., ... _, ... - ..... ~. - ....... , ... , -...... ---·-· ...... ', .... " 

. AU:5TF.°ALIA. _;qu~~NS,LAND. N_EW ZEALAND • 

Paperhangings ....•••••. · ls. per cnbe foot 
Papier Mache Ware •••. 4s. ditto 
Pearl, 0Bal'fey ; • • ..• . . • • . ~d. pe1"'1b •. 
Pepper '... .. .. • . ... .. . 2d. ditto 

5 per cent. ad ,v al, 

Perambulators 4s. per cube foot 
P.erfumery ..••.... .' . . . ditto 

Perfumed Spirits 12s. per gall. 
Perry and eider. . . . . • .. 4d. ditto 

Phi>tographic'Goods: ... 

Pickets ." •• , ......... . 
Pickles, Quarts ....... . 

Ditto, ·Pints .•.... 
Picture· Fl'ames ...••.. , 
Pime11to .. : .••• , ..... , 
Pipes, Drain ... , .. ,• .. . 

. Ditto, Tobacco ... . 
Pitch' .............. .. 
Planks ..•••.....•• , ••• 
Platedwal'e .... , .•••... 
Plumbersware •••• , ., 

Pomade .............. .. 
Porcelain .•. · .......... . 

Portmanteaus· ......... . 

Lenses exempt ; 
· Ch'emicals. some· 
3s. and 12s. pe1' 
gall.; all other 
goods,.4s. per cube 
foot 

Not known 
3s. per doz. 
,2s. ditto 
4s. per cube foot 
2d. per lb. . 
F1·ee 
4s. per cube foot 
Free 
See Deals 
2d. per lb. gross 
Not otherwise de-

scribed, 4s. pei· 
cube foot 

See Perfumery 
£1 per package, 01• 

3s. per cube foot 
if imde1· 5 cube ft. 

4s. per cube foot 

10 ditto 
ls. per cwt. 
10 per .cent, ad val. 

ditto 
ditto 

l 0s. per gall. 
6d. per gall. 

5 and 10 per ce:1t. 
ad val, 

5 per cent. ad val. 
10 ditto ' 

ditto 
ditto 

:ditto 
ditto 

· ditto 
Free 
5 per cent. 
10 per .cent. ad ,val. 
5 and 1 U per cent. 

ad val. 

10 per. cent. ad val. 
ditto 

ditto 
Posts. and Rails .••••••. see Timber · 5 per cent. ad val. 

Presel'ves ........ , .• , •. 
Provisions- . 
. ·. ·I'l'ese1•ved .••• · ••..•.. 

· Salt Beef ,: ...• , •.... , 
···· ·salt Pork .. ; ....... . 
Putty .... '., ......... . 

3s. per cube foot 

ditto 
Free 

ditto 
4s. per cube foot 

Rape Seed . . . . . .. .. . . !d. per lb. 
;R\ll'pberry Vinegar ... : 4d ... per gall. 
Rice .................... ½cl. per lb. 

•Rice, •Ground.......... ditto 
Rugs, Woollen, ·Cotton, 

or Opossum .•..•.• , . 
Rum •. ,, ••....••.... 

2s. per cube foot 
12s. per gall. 

Saddlery • • • • • . . . . . . . . . 4s. per cube fo,ot 

Saddlery (mil)Ql' articles 
used in 1:i:taking up) .. 

Sad Irons ..•..•. , •... 
Safes, Iron ..........•.. 

. flago ... ." ...... , ....... 

Salad Oil .............. . 
Salmon; Preserved ..... . 
Salt .......... ' .•....... 

l Saltpetre .... , •..•..•.. 
·; ·Sardines ...... · .. ; •.... 

Sashes, Window .. , .••.. 
Sauces· (pints) ......... . 
Sauces (half-pints) ..... . 
Sausage Skins .. . ~ ..... , 
Scrim Cloth ••.....•.. 
Sewing·:Machines •...... 

Sheepwash ..••••.•.... 
Shingles .....•........ 
Shipchandl~ry ...••..... 

·.di_tti,· 
5s. per cwt. 

ditto 
2d.-per lb • 

6d. pet• gall. 
3s. per, cube f9ot 
Free · 

ditto 
:is. per cube foot 
6d. ditto 
3s. per,dozen 
2s. ditto· 
Exempt 
4s. per cube foot 
If iron," 5s per cwt.; 

wood, 4s. per c11bo 
foot 

4,. per- cube foot 
Free 
Free. , (Seo pst) 

Id. per lb. 

ditto 
5s. pe1• cwt. 

ditto 
5 per cent. ad val. 

<litto 
10 per cent. ad val. 
2s. per cwt. · 

.ditto 

10 .per.cent. ad val. 
10s. per gall. 

5 and 10 per. cent. 
ad val.. 

.Free 
10 per .cent. ad val. 

ditto ' 
..ditto 

ditto 
Id. per lb. 
2Us. per. ton 
Free 
1 d. pe1• lb. 
ls. per pair 
10 per cent. aµ val. 

ditto 
5 per· cent. ad, val. 
Free 

ditto 

5 ver.cent. aq val. 
ditto 

5 and .10 per I cent. 
ad·.val. 

Shirts, Navy, Serge, and 
,:. Scotch Twill .. , ..••. •4s.-per cube foot, :10 .. per .cent. ad val. 
Shirts;'· 'White,· ••Regatta, ' 

aud Crimean . • • • • • • • dHto ditto-

5 per cent._ ad _val. 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

dit.to 
ditto 

10s. per gall. 
5 per cent. ad val. 

ditto 

ditto 
-ditto 
ditto · 
ditto. 
ditto 
ditto 

:dit.to 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

5 per cent. ad val. 
ditto 

ditto 
. ditto 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
di1to 
ditto 

Free 
5 per ,cent. acl val. 
2g. per cwt. 
Not stated 

5 per cent. ad val. 
10s. per gall. 

5 per. cent. ad ,va!; 

di_tto ·. 
.ditto• 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto. 
ditto 
ditto 
di.tto 
ditto_ 
qitto, 
ditto 
ditto 

qitto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

5 per.cent. ad val. 
•• 

0ditto .. ' 
ditto . 

0

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

10s. per gall. 
5 per cent. ad val. 

ditto 

2s. 6d. per load 
5 per cent. ad val. 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto .. 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

. ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

5 per cent. ad val. 
ditto 

ditto 
ls. 6d. per 100 

5 per cent. ad val. 

ditto 
dit'to 
ditto 
ditto 

Free 
5 per c~nt. ad val. 

ditto 
.ditto 

ditto 
l_Oi,. per gall. 

~. per cent. ad val. 

ditto. 
'<iitto 
ditto 
d!\to, 

ditto 
ditto
ditto. 
ditto 
ciitto
ditto 
ditto-

. ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

-.wtto 

· ditto 
6J. per 1000 

_ f? per cent,. ad val. 

,;:di~to 

ditt1> 

7! per cent. ad val. 
ditto ... 
ditto 
c!it(o 

ditto 
ditto 

10s. per gall. 
6d. ditto 

7½ per cent. ad yal: 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

, ditto 

ls. per cube foot 
. ··ditto 
ls. pe1• ciyt. 
l.d. per lb. ; qay• 

enne, 2s. 6d, ;per: 
· ·culie' foot· · · .. 
6d. ·per cube foot 
If not otherwise de• 

scriber!, 2s. 6d. per 
cube foot 

12s. per gall. 
ls. per gall. in bulk, 

ls. 3d. pe1• gall. iil 
bottle '· 

Free 

N'ot known 
2s. 6cl. 11er cube foot 

ditto 
ls. ·pei' cube foot 
·1d: per \b. . 
'Fre·o · 
2s. per cube foot 
1 s. pe1; bi1rrel 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditio 
ditto 
ditto 

· · ·1s. ·1fo1' 101) sup,_fl;, 
. :Jd; pei• I b. · 

... : ~ostly freo 

ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

ditto 

ditto 
'di'tto · 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
'ditto 

2s .. pe1· cwt, 
Not ·stated 

See Perfumery 
~s .. per c~lie foot 

ditto 
Posts, 4~. per 100 ; 
· Rails, 2s. pe1· i 00 
2s. 6cl. ·p·er cube ft. 

ditto· 
2s. p·e[• cwt. 

ditto 
Free 

... 'ditto 
2s: 6d. per cube tl;, 
·2s; per· cw,t; ' · 
·2s. 6d. per cube ft, 

7 ½ per cent. ad val. :1s. ditto 
_l_O:S. per gaU. 12s. per gall. 

7½ per cent. ad. val. . . 2s.- per c11be foot 

ditto 
'ditto 
ditto· 
ditto 1.,. 

.. ditto 
ditto 

40s'. per ,ton , 
71 pe1· cent. ad_ val. 

ditto . . .. 
ditto 

.ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

. , ~itto 

ditto 
ls. per cwt. 
·4s, · ditto In bulk, 2s. per 

· · cwt.; in bottle a11d 
caniste1·, 2s. · 6d. 
per cube foot 

2s. 6<1. per cube ft. 
· ditto '. · 
Free. 
2s. per cwt. 
2s. 6d, per cube ft. 
ls. per pail· 
2s. 6d. per cube ft, 
.. 'ditto · 

Fr'eli'. 
1's". ·per· cube foot 
4s. ditto 

Free .. ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

. . . . "lis. peOODO 

ditto 

ditto 

·Free 

3s. p~r cube foot 

5s. per cube foot 
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Shot' ••••••••••...•.••. ld. per lb. 
Silk and all manufac-
. tures .containirg silk • . 4s. per cube foot 

Slate and Slate Slabs. . • . Free 
Snnfi' • • • • • • • • . . • • • • • . 4 s. per lb. 
Soap.. . • • . • • • • . . • • • • • . Id. ditto 

Soda Cryst]!s . • . • • . • • . . ¾ d. per lb. 
Soda Water Bottles • • • . Free 

5 per cont. ad val. 

10 per cent. ad val. 
ditto 

2s. per lb. 
Id. per lb. 

5 per cent. ad val. 
10 per cent. ad val. 

5 per cent. ad val. 5 per ce!lt. ad val. 

ditto 
ditto 

2s. per lb. 
5 por cent. ad val. 

ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

4s. per lb. 
5 per cont. ad val. 

ditto 
ditto 

Spars ...........••• ; . Free if over 3 inches 5 per cent, ad val. 5 per cent. ad val. 5 per cent. ad val. 
Spices (mixed), and 1111 

kinds not otherwise 
described ........••.. 

Spirits of Tar ••••••.•.. 
4d. per lb. 
6d. per g:i.llon 

Split Peas • .. • • . . • • • . . Free 
Sponge . . • . . . . • . . • . • . 4s. per cube foot 
Spruce Beer . . . • • . • • • 6rl. per gallon 

Starch ............... . 
Stationery .•........•. 
Steel ................. . 
Stone (paving) ••...... 
Stoneware •...•.••••.. 

Straw ••••••••••••.•.. 
Suecades ..••••.....•.. 
Suet .••••.........•••. 
Sugar, Haw ...•.•...... 
Sugar, Hefined •••..... 
Sulphur ............. . 
Syrups .•••••.•.••••... 

Tacks ••.••.••••.••... 
Tapioca ............. . 

Tar ••••••.•.•••••.... 
Tartaric Acid ......•... 
Tea ................. . 
Timber •••••••••••.•. 

Tinfoil, •••••••••••.•• : 
Tinware (bl'ight) ..••.••• 
Tobacco-

Manufartu,.ed .....••. 
Unma11ufactured 
Destroyed for Sheep-

wash ....•..••... 
Tobacconists' Ware •••. 

'Tools (Carpenters', &c.) ,. 
Toys ..•..........•.... 
Trousers (mole and cord) 
Tubs and Buckets .•.... 

Id. per lb. 
3s. per cube foot 
Free 

ditto 
£1 per pkg. ; if 

under 5 1eet, 3s. 
pe1· cube foot 

Free 
3s. per cube foot 
Free 
6s. per cwt. 

ditto 
¾d. per lb. 
Treacle, 2s. 6d. per 

cwt. 
2s. 6d. per cwt. 
2d. per lb. 

Fl'ee 
4d. per lb. 
6d. per lb. 
Undel' 3 inch thick 

8s. per load ot 50 
cubic feet; over 
3 in. free ; dressed 
board~, !id. per 
cube fo:it 

4s. per cube foot 
ditto 

2s. 6d. per lb. 
ditto 

:ld. per lb. 
4s. per cube foot 

5s. per cwt. 
ls. per cube foot 
4s. ditto 
3s. per dozen 

· Turnery • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 4s. per cu:ie foot 
Turpentine ............ ls. per gall. 
Twine • . • • • . . • • .. . . . • . F1·ec 

Umbrellas and Paro.sold . 
Upholstery ••.••...•••• 

Varnish •••.•••••••••• 
Vegetables-

Fresh .••.••••••.••. 
Preserved •••••••••. 

Vermicelli •••••••••••. 
Vinegar •••••••.••••.•• 

4s. per cube foot 
3s. and 4s. per cube 

foot 
ls. per gall. 

Free 
3s. per cube foot, 

( Oilmen's Stores) 
2d. 1,er Ji.,. 
4d. per gall. 

10 ditto 
C. per cent. ad vat, 

under Uruggists' 
ware 

ls. per cwt. 
5 per cent. ad val. 
6d. per ga lion 

ld. per lb. 
10 pe1· cent. ad val. 
Free 
10 per cent. ad val. 

ditto 

5 per cent. ad vul. 
Id. per lb. 

ditto 
3s. per cwt. 

ditto 
Free 
Id. per lb. 

5 per cent. ad val. 
10 ditto 

Free 
5 per cent. ad val. 
3d. per lb. 
All ,5 pm· cent. ad 

val. except logs 
ov01· 12 in. square, 
and shooks and 
staves, which are 
free 

5 per cent. ad val. 
10 ditto 

2s. per lb. 
ls. ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

In wood, 3d. p. gall.; 
in bottle, 6d. 

5 per cont. ad val. 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

5s. per cwt. 
6s. Sd. pm· cwt. 
5 per cont, ad val. 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

3d. 11er lb. 
5 per cent. ad val. 

ditto 
ditto 

2s. per lb. 
ls. per lb. 

3d. ditto Not stated 
10 per cent. ad val. 5 per cent. ad val. 

5 ditto 
10 ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
5 per cent. ad val. 

ditto 

I 0 per cent. ad val. 
5 and 10 per cent, 

ad vul. 
2s. per gall. 

5 per cent. ad val, 
Id. per lb. 

Id. per lb. 
6d. por gall, 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto· 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

5 per cent. ad val. 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

6d. per gallon 

5 per cent. ad val. 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

3s. pe,· cwt. 
ditto 

5 per cent. ad val. 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

3d. per lb. 
Sawn, hewn, or 

split, 2s. 6d. per 
load; cedar, 5s. 
pc1· load ; shooks 
and staves arc 
free 

5 per cent. ad val. 
ditto 

ls. 6d. per lb, 
Not stated 

3d. per lb. 
5 por cent. ad val. 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

5 per cent. ad val. 
ditto 

7 & per cent. ad val •.. 10s. per cwt. 

ditto 
ditto 

2s. 6d. per lb. 
7 ½ per cent. ad val. 

ditto 
ditto 

7~ per cent. ad val. 

ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

6d. per gallon 

7 ~ Jl<)r cont, ad val. 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

5s. per cwt. 
Gs. Scl. per cwt. 
7~ per cent. ad val. 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

6d. per lb. 
7 J per cent, ad val. 

ditto 
ditto 

2s. 6d. per lb. 
ditto 

Not ~tatcd 
7 ~ per cont. ad val. 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

5s. per cube foot 
Free 
5s. per lb. 
Common, 2s. 6d. 

per cwt.; Fancy, 
2s. Ud. per cubo 
foot; Soap Pow
der ancl Washing 
Powder, 6d. per 
cube foot 

ls. pe1· cwt. 
ls. per cube foot 

under glassware 
Free 

3d. per lb. 
6d. per gallon 

ls. per cwt. 
3s per cube foot 
ls. per gallon iD 

wood 
~- pe1· cwt. 
ls. per cube foot 
ls. per cwt, 
Pree 
ls. per cube foot 

Free 
Sec Confectionery 
Free 
Id. per lb. 

ditto 
ls. per cwt. 
2s. Ud. per cube ft. 

4s. per cwt. 
In bulk, 2s, per 

cwt. ; in bottlo 
or jar, 2s. Gd. 
per cube foot 

ls. per barrel 
ld. perlb. 
Gd. ditto 
Sawn, ls. per 100 

super. foot. Seo 
Laths & Shingles 

4s. per cwt. 
ditto 

2s. Cd. per lb. 
ditto 

3d. per lb. 
ls. per cubo foot 

under Fancy 
Goods 

4s. per cwt. 
ls. pm· cube foot 
3s. ditto 
Tubs, 2s. per nest; 

buckets, 2s. per 
dozen 

6d. per cube foot 
6d. per gallon 
2s. per cwt. 

5s. per cube foot 
Gtl. ditto 

6d. per gallon 

Free 
ditto 

7~ per cent. ad val. 2s. Gd. per cube ft. 
6d. per gall, 0d. per gall. 



29 

· ·ARTICLES. I TASl\IANIA. I VICTORIA. NEW SOUTH SOUTH 
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Watchmakers' l\laterials. 4s, per cube foot 5 and I'D per cent. 
ad val. 

5 per centa d val, 5 per cent. ad val. 7 ½ per cent. ad val. Free. 

eighing Machines .... 5s. per cwt. l O ditto ditto ditto ditto 4s. per cwt. 
hips & Walking Sticks. 

w 
w 
w 
w 
w 
w 

4s. per cube foot 5 and 10 ditto ditto ditto ditto ls per cube foot 
hiskey .•.••••••..••• 12s, per: gall. IOs. per. gall, 10s. per gall. 10s. per gall. 10s. pei• gall. 128. per gall, 
hite Lead .......••••. ½d. per lb. 5 per cent'. ad val. 5 per cent. ad val. 5 pe1· cent. ad val. 7 ½ per cent. ad val. 2s. per cwt. 
hitiug and Chalk •.•• , Free ditto ditto ditto ditto ls. ditto 
ine ................. 2s. per gall. in wood; 3s. per gall. 3s. per gall, 2s. pe1· gall. in wood; 6s. ·per gall, 4s. per gall. or .. 8s. pe,: doz. re- 6s. pei· doz. quarts doz. quarts 

puted quarts 
oollen Piece Goods .... w 

w 
w 

oolpacks · .•••.••••••. 
4s. per cube loot Free 5 per cent. ad val. 5 pAr cent. ad val. 7~ per cent. ad val. 5s. per cube foot 
2~d. each 5 pei• cent. ad val. ditto ditto ditto Is. 6d. ditto 

orks of Art .••••••••. Free 5 and 10 ditto ditto ditto ditto Free 

z inc, sheet, J'idging, gut- ditto Zfnc unmanufac- ditto ditto ditto ls, per cwt. 
ter, pipe, arnl roll tured free 

Zinc, manufactures not 5s. per cwt. 10 per cent. ad val. ditto ditto ditto 4s·. ditto 
othe1·wise enumerated on man. a1·ticles 

[ENCLOSURE No. 1 To B.] 

STATEMENT of the RATES of DuTY at wltich the under-mentioned Articles of Tasmanian Produce 
are admitted i.nto tlte various Ausiraiian Colonies up to tlte 1st January, 1870. 

ARTICLES. VICTORIA, NEW SOUTH 
WALES. 

SOUTH 
AU:5TRALIA. QUEENSLAND. NEW ZEAL.AND. 

-------- ---------~--------1---,--~---1----------1--------
Ale . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6d. per gallon . 

Bacon ••••••••• ,, ..... 
Butter ..•.•. , ••• • .••.. 
Bottled FrllitS ..•..•.... 
Bark for tanuing •.••... 
B,,ats ....•.••...• •·· • • 
Boots ................ . 

Cheese ..•...•.•• , ••••. 
Casks (empty) ....•.... 
Fish (<lried) ..•••.••••. 
Fruit (green) ....•.••.. 
Flour ..••.•.••.•..••. 
Grairi-

Barley •..•..•••.•.•. 
Beans and Peas •..•• ·. 
Oats ..•.•...•...••.. 
Wheat .............. . 

Grindstones .••••••••... 
Hops ............... .. 
Hams ............... . 
Harness •..•......•... 
Hav .•...... • •······ ·· 
Ho~ey .........•••• ; •. 
JaniH ................ . 
Laths .........•••.••. 
Leathe1· ....•..•.•...•. 

Malt ................ . 
Onions ..•...••••••••. 
Palings .•••.........•. 
Posts and Rails ..•.•... 

ld. per lb. 
clitto 
ditto 

5 per cent. ad val. 
JO ditto 
10 ditto 

ld. per lb. 
5 per cent. ad val. 
5,. per cwt. 
5 per cent. ad val. 
ls. per cwt. 

9d. per cwt. 
ditto 

-ditto 
ditto 

10 per cent. ad val. 
2d. per lb. 
Id. ditto 
10 per cent. ad val. 
5 ditto 

ditto 
ld per lb. 
5 per cent. ad val. 

ditto 

6d. per bushel· 
5 per cent. ad val. 

ditto 
ditto 

Shingles • • • • ... . • • • . • • . .ditto 
Staves ................ Free 
Soap ..•••• .' ........... ld. per lb. 

Stone (paving) 
Tiinber ............. .. 

Vegetables (fresh) •• , ••• 

10 per cent. ad val. 
5 per cent. ad val., 

except log-s over 
12 inch square 

5 per cent. ad val. 

In wood 3d. per 
gallon, in bottle 
6d. per gallon 

5 per cent, ad val. 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

Free 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

5 per cent. ad val. 
2d. per lb .. 
5 per cent. ad val. 

di1to 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

6<1. per bushel 
Free 

·5 per cent. ad,val. 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

ditto 

In wood 6d.. per 
gallon, in bottle 
Is. per gallon 

5 per cent. ad val. 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

5 per cent. ad val. 
ditto 
ditto 

Free 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

5 per cent. ad vat 
2d. per lb. 
5 per cent. ad val. 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

6d. per 1000 
5 per. cent. ad val, 

ditto 
Free 
5 per cent. ad val. 
ls. 6d. per 100 

6d. per 1000 
Free 
5 per c~nt •. ad val. 

ditto 
ditto 

ditto 

6d. per gallon 

7 ½ per cent. ad val. 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

Free 
ditto 

7 ½ per cent. ad val. 
ditto 
ditto 

Free 
7½ per cent. ad val. 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
Free 
7½ per cent. ad vai. 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

ditto 

In wood ls. per 
. gallon, . iri bottle 
ls. 3d. per gall. 

1 d: pei· 'lb, 
. . ditto .. 

2s. 6d. per cubic ft. 
Free 

ditto 
Common water-

tights, lace-ups, 
and diggers' longs, 
3s. per cubic foot; 
vamps and uppers, 
5s. pe1· cubic toot, 
othe1· kinds, 5s. pel' 
cubic foot 

ld. per lb. 
Free 
2s. per cwt. 
Free 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

Id. per lb. 
ditto 

2s. per cubic foo~ 
Free 
2s. 6d. per cubic ft; 

tlitto 
ls. per 1000 
Sole, ~d. per lb;;: 

othe1· kinds, Id. 
per lb. 

6d. per bushel 
Free 
ls. per 100 
Posts, 4s. per 100 ; 

rails, 2s. per 100 
Is. per 1000 
Free 
Common, 2s. 6d. per 

cwt. 
Free 
Sawn, ls. per 100 

superficial feet 

Free 

, .. 



[ENCLOSURE No .. 2 fo B.] 

[EXTRACT of Minutes of Evidence on New Zealand Tariff, taken at tveiiington on 26th August, 1868.] 

STA.TEltfENT of tlte RATES of DuTY at w/1.ich the under-mentioned Articles of New Zealand Produce 
are admitted into tile various Australian Colonies. 

ARTICLES. VICTORIA. NE\\" SOUTH QUEENSLAND. WESTERN TASl1ANIA. 
WALES. AUSTRALIA. 

. . 

Bark ••••••.•••••••• 5 per cent. ad val. 5 per cent. ad va!. 7! per cent. ad va!. 7 per cent. ad va!. Frco 
Bones •••••••••••••. Fi·eo ditto ditto ditto ditto 
llran ..... ·········· ls. per cwt. ditto ditto Free ditto 
Butter ...•..••.••••• ld. per lb. · ditto di~to 7 pe1• cent. ad val. 2d. per lb. 
Cheese ...•.•••.•..•. ditto ditto ditfo · ditto ditto 
Flax .•••.•...••••••• Free ditto ditto ditto Free 
Flom• .............. ls. per cwt. Free Free Free ditto 
Grain-Ha1·lcv ..••.• !Jd. ditto 5 per cent. ad val. 7 J per cent. ad va!. ditto ditto 

Beans &. Peas • ditto ditto ditto ditto ditto 
:Maize ........ ditto ditto ditto ditto ditto 
Oats ditto ditto ·ditto ditto ditto 
Wheat ...... ditto Free Free ditto ditto 

Gum, Kauri ········ 5 per cent. ad val. 5 per cent. ad va!. 7k per cent. ad val. 7 pe1· cent. ad va!. ditto 
ides ·············· Free Freo ditto ditto ditto 
orns and Hoofs .... ditto ditto ditto ditto 

H 
H 
L 
0 
p 

eathm· ············ 5 per cent. ad 'l'al. 
5 pc1· cent. ·ad val, 

ditto ditto ditto ditto 
nions ············· ditto ditto Free ditto ditto 
otatocs .· .••...•.••• ditto ditto ditto ditto ditto 
hcepskins •...••••• , 8 

T 
T 
w 

allow ••••••••• , ••• , 
imber ............. 
hale bone ••.••••.•. 

Free F1·oe 
ditto ditto 

5 per cent. ad val. 5 per cent. ad val. 
Free di~to 

7 ½ per cont. ad val. ditto ditto 
ditto ditto ditto 
ditto ditto ditto 
ditto ditto ditto 

Yoo! ..........••••• ' B 
ditto Free ditto ditto ditto 

eer-Bottlod •••.••. 6d, per gallon Gd, per gallon Gd. per gallon 4d. per gallon. 1 s. per gallon. 
Bulk ......... ditto 3d. ditto ditto ditto Cid. ditto 

. ... . . 

[ENCLOSURE No. 3 To B.] 

ARTICLES EXEMPT .FROM DUTY IN THE DIFFERENT COLONIES. 

TAS~!ANIA. 
Ao RICULTUHAL and horticultural tools and implements,gu·nno, bones anrl other mnnurrs of every description, whcat,onts, barley, 

maize, hay, bran, beans, peas, oranges, lemons, pine apples, cocoanuts, f:rnpes, f:reim fruit nncl vegetables of ~,·cry description, 
salt 11ml saltpetrP, wheaten flour and oatmeal, trees, plants, shrubs, bulbs und seeds_ for agricultural ancl horti,:ultural purposes, 
horses, pigs, poultry, do~s, sheep, cattle, and living animals, empty casks, cases nnd boxes of woocl, empty L,ottlrs aml corks, 
leucl piping:, galrnuizccl iron sheet or piping-, zinc sheet or piping, _anchors and cal.Jlcs of every description, copper or yellow metal, 
rod, bolls or sheathing:, and copper and yellow metal nails, felt for sheathing, oakum nncl junk, sail canvas, rope and twinr, pitch, 
tar, nn,l resin, whalebone, whalcfins, nnd oil from the whale fisheries, boats, whaling implements anrl gear of every description, 
ships' 1.Jlocks, l,innacle lamps, signal lamps, compasses, shackles, ·shea,•es, dead-eyes, rings and thimbles, clcacl lights, boat ours, 
beet', mutto1,, pork, nnd Ii:~c juice, printed books, printed paper, mill-boarcl, card-board (except playing carrls), puste-board, books 
and paper of e,·ery clescription excepting room paper, ink, printing presses, printing type and other printini-: materials, maps, 
charts and !{lobes, organs specially imported for the Town Hall, Hobart To,vn or Launceston, passeugcrs' baggage nnrl cal.Jin 
furniture arriving in the Colony at any time not being more thhn twenty-one days b~fore or after the owner thereof, upon special 
application, nnd proof to the satisfaction of the Collector of Customs that the articles souirht to I.Jc exempt from duty are boni'lfide 
pusst•ngers' baggage ; tablets, memorial windows, harinoninms, organs anr! bells specially imported for churches or chapels, 
!ogwoo,l 1111(] rlye woods, railway plant, rolling stock, and all materials which may be imported solely for the purpose of the 
constrnction of railways and tramways only, traction engines and their carriages, mineral cements and plaster of Paris, cokr, con!~, 
bicks nncl skins, raw und unmanufactured of evel'y tleseription, timber of Fil kinds except as in Schedule (2), ,·enrers of c,·ery 
description, ruttens split and unsplit, l.Jiscuit for ship use, chuff-cutters and machinery for agricultural purposes, cart and carriage 
axle,;, arms nn,\ 1.Joxcs, carriage shafts, spokes, naves, anrl f'ellm•s, "iron pipes, iron tanks, school slates ancl pencils, slates for roofing, 
and slates a111I stones for flagging, marl.Jle, gr;initc, slate or·stone in block, tallow, sorla ash, caustic socln, whiting, chalk, cotton 
waste, woollen waste, cotton, candle cotton, wool, flax, hemp, tow, unmanfacturecl, works of art, ,·iz., statues, l.Justs of marl.Jle, 
bronze, iron, alabaster, or plaster of Paris, paintings, drawings, prints, engravings, lithographs, phutogrnphs, specimens of 
sculpture, cabinets of coins, meclals, gems, and all collections of antiquities, specimens of natural history, mincrulog:y, or botany, 
on•s of ull kincls of metals, gold dust, golt! bars, l.Jullion and coin, philosophical instruments and apparatus for scientific purposes 
only, µlass retorts and glass apparatus imported for manufacturing pnrposrs, fire-engines, steam-engines, pumps and other 
appa1·atus for rnising water, coir, bristles, ancl hair unmunufucturecl, l.Jroom heads and stocks partly munufoctm·ed for brush
making purposes. fire clay, fire bricks, kiln tiles, iron brirlgcs, iron fencing; draining- til(•s, draining pipes und earthenware chimney 
pots, jars for jam, unmunufuetured tin, tin plates, millstones und machinery for mills worked by wine!, steam, water, or horse-· 
power, l.Jath bricks, grindstones, blacksmiths' bellow~ and anvils; rod, bar, hoop, sheet, plate, and pig iron; share moulds, and 
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moul<l. ho,i:ds, .u~manuf~ctured steel of nll_ kinds, i~e1 lill)r,.]mk- a~!'I. ~r/l.w~~.d, _eps~in sal,t,s,, ~i~~i~ ~e:,id, ~~)P~~rifan~ ~uri_a,t~ ncJ~s 
,e,119 chlor1de·of hm~, he1r-clo~h. for hop• kilns, all bags· cerhlied .. by ship's rnam,est·as returned to the· Colopy empty after 'liavmg 
'been used· •in th_e export of coltmial·. produre; all gooi.ls imported• for the use of :Her. Majesty's :Government;· anrl wines· nnd ·sp,iri_ts 
·ror.·the use of Her Majesty's military,officers.scrving on full pay. iJ1:th_is :c!Jlon;r, u_lid(lr sµ,c;_h .i:eg11l11-~ion11.as, the_'Clove~nor in. C,ouq~µ 
may from time to time cause to· lie published in the· Gazette. ' · · · · · 

NEW _SOUT.H :WALES •. 
.. ' · 4nimals,. )iving ; fre~h fruits anrl _garden,' ~rod lice, fresh m,eat,: gold d_u~t, liullio~, coin, gu_ano end manures,' hides en~ ski11s, 
military and naval stores, ores unsmelted,'passengers' baggage, fpJarits, trees;"an<F sh_rubs; printed' books;· se~rls''and esculelit roots, 
inc:luding bulbs, specimens of natural history, tallow and wood, vine stak\:s,and barK. foi: building.purposes, whe~t and ;llour. · 

~_DU.TH f US~R_ALIA. , . . . . . . 
Animals, li\•_ing ; ba!!,'gilge of passengers, all bags.or sacks used for grain or the exportation of on,r produce, viz., corn sac_ks, 

_ore bags, wool packs, printed' boqks, b_uUion ,and coin, coals, (iqkP, :and other fu~I. '?\,~ii.' ~nd -~?~"· n1a~\U'.r~s, plant~ a~d trees, ~re~_n 
,fruit, sel'ds, :roots, potatoes, garden seeds, viz., lucerne, clover, tares, sai11foil, rye anµ ·rye~grfiss; gra~s· seeds ; skins' ~nd ·hides 
(raw), specimens of natural history; ·tallow, wool, unsmelted ores, shooks and staves;and ·vege'tables; ·· · · · · · ,. · · ' · · 

. ' . ' . ' ' 

VICTORIA. 
Anchors, animals anrl birds ; apparel, minor articles of mixed or undescribed materials userl in the making up of; bagging, 

in the piece; books, priuted ; canvas, in the piece ; card and millboard, cHrriages ancl other vehicles used in the cunveyance of 
passengers and goocls across the frontier, chain cables and shackles over -i!in. in diameter, coin ancl bullion, coal ancl coke, 
cocoanut fibre; copper in ore, ingot, and sheet; cnrda!!e, unserviceahle ; cotton, raw, wick, and waste ; cottons in the piece; 
fish, fresh; flax, guano ancl other manures, hair ancl bristles, hatters' felt hoods and silk plush, hemp, hides anrl skins, hogskins 
and minor articles used in making saddlery, horns and hoofs; iron in the ore ancl ·in scrap, pig-, bar, rod, or plain sheet, hoop 
iron, iron pipe~, imd railway iron rails ; jute, kerosene shale; lead in ore, pig, anrl scrap ; linens in the piece; mar!Jle, 
unwrought ; meat, fresh ; metal, yellow, bolts und_ ,_rni!s, an~ -sheathing felt; millstones, newspapers ; oil, cocoHnut and palm ; 
packages in which goods are ordinarily imported ; paper, priming -a nil wrapping ; passengers' luggage, cabin and other 
furniture of personal effects which have been in use and are not ·imported for sale; piam•fortes, metal wo1·k and minor articles 
used in manufacturing ; pitch, plants, printing materiuls and mk, quar~z, quicksih-er, rags, resin, saltpetre, sewing machines, 

· shooks and staves; silk-mixed doeskins or tweed trouseriugs anct coatings not containing more than two per cent. of silk; soda 
ash and caustic soda, silicate of soda and pota~h; _specimcn,s of n_at_ural histpry anrl ~urio~itics, _st,i,el;. s.t_qn~, unwrought; sulp~\lr, 
tallow, tar, and telegraphic materials; timbt•r in· logs 12 inches square·aml ·upwards·; tiu; block and slieet ·;' whaleuone and whale 
oil, the produce of whales caught from vessels registered arid exclusively owned in and fitted out in Victorian ports; wire, No. 12 
upwards ; wool, woollens in the piece, zinc. 

By the Customs Act, 18 Viet. No. 9, a drawback is allowed on wine intended for the consumption of HeT Majesty's navy or 
troops ; and all goods, wares, and merchandise imported for the supply of Her Majesty,'s Land or Sea Forces, and for the use of 
Her Majesty's Gover.nment, ar~ exempted f~om duty. ' ' 

QUEENS LA ND. 

· Animals, living:; fresh fruits; garden ~eeds and garden p·roduce, fresh ,meat, .gold, and silver- coin; ·gold: dust m,d bullion, 
· -military and naval stores, passengers' baggag·e or personal effects which have been in use and arc not .import~d t,>r sale, plants, 

~rees, and shrubs, printe'.I books, perio.dical~ and newspapers, spccjm~1is, of .n4tural \listory, ,":he.at and flol\r, 9achinery bonu fide 
imported for manufacturmg sugar. · · · ! · 

. NEW ZEALAND: 
Anchors, anvils, blacksmith's bellows,-bottles of ap kinds-(empty), blastipg_pq:;yder, cabin fnrnit~re ,and ,effects whicl_i ha'!'e 

been in use and not imported for sale, carriage spriwrs, mountings and trimmings, 'chain cables ancl shack:les oyer ¾'of an mch ID 
diameter, churns, cottou waste, copper. and composition, rorl, bolts, sheathing and nails, corn sieves and ri ,dies, crab winches, 
cranes, capstans and wincllasses, drain~ge pipes and tiles, felt for 'sheathing, filters, fire engines and:,hose, fish pil in bulk, forges, 
gas pipes and machinery, and all matcriHis which may be specially importHl for the construction· of. gas ,vorks, i~on _bri_dges,_and 
all materials which m~y be specially imported for the constructipn of bridges, whan·es, jetties, or patent slips; :ron, rod, •bolt, 
bar, hoop, and pig·, lamp posts·, tanks, plates, ril·ets; bolts, nu.t's, screws, and castings for ships, and weigh-bridges for carts, 
machinery for agricultural purposes, boring, bl'ick, and tile making, planing, punching, sawing, shearing, fuming and quartz 
crnshing, fo,· wool ancl hay pressing, for mills and looms, for steani \'cssels, machii1c saws, maps and charts, organs, harmoniums, hells 
and fnrnitnre specially imported for places of.public.worship, olire oil in bulk,_pa_lm_ oil; passengers' luggage, printing machiuery, 
presses, t.~·pe, aml- materials, p~inting ink m,cl paper, _printed books, paper and music, ploughs and harrows; pumµs and other 
apparatus for raising water, raibvay plant ~nd other materials which may be'.specially imported for the constmction of railways 
and tramways, rope above .three inches in .circumfercnc,•, resin, sail. cloth, _sew,iug .. machin_e_s, shiP,s' blocks, :ship-qha!1rllery,-not 

-otherwise described, school-books, slates an'd apparatus, soda ash and· caustiu. sorfo, soda+wat'er machine~,'steam-engines a1Hl parts 
,of steam-engines, tarpaulins, water pipes not otherwise described, ~nrl all materials which '.may be specially impor:ted for coustructing 

·. waterworks, and all other articleir not otherwise described. " · 1 
' • • 

APPENDIX. c. 
I AM of opinion that Victoria can agree to proposal No .. 1, alt!)rin.g the_ word "demand" to "necessi

tate;" but, as at present informed, I think the five following J1otices l:)y Mr. ,Wilson are open to objection, 
because-

First. The Parliament of Victoria is unlikeiy to yield the presen~ policy ~f a Tariff of discrimi
nating duties, or its right to amend its own Tariff as circum~tances.m{J.y from'tiiile to time require. ·· ·.·. . ' . . . ,_ " ' . . . 

Secondly. Because, without federal or legislative union, any Tariff now agreed upon would be 
virtually inalterable without the unanimous consent 'of all parties 'to the Conference. 

· Thirdly. Because it . seems to me to .g~ve a~vap.tage to. some comm.,1mit,ies,. '\Vi~q.out relative ben~:6.t to 
otl1ers comprehended in the agreement. . . . 

For instance, the special advantages to Tasmania and South Australia (for the purposes of my 
argument) would be the admission into Victoria of thei1: products without duty-say, flour, wheat, oats, 
wine, timber, jam, beer, fruit, &c.- while, on the other harid, Victoria has no present equivalent produce or 
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-manufacture to export as "duty free"' into . those _Coloni!)s in exchange, inasmuch as t1rn produce or
manufactures of Victoria are not yet equal to our own requirements,.and consist mainly of goods wl.ic~ 
are made up wholly or in part from imported materials, and hence would probably· be liable to duty 
intercolonially as not strictly Victorian produce. 

Fourthly. The sugar, the rum, the wfoe, and the colonial made spirits proposed to be imported duty 
free (even though subject to excise in producing Colony), would very probably before long greatly 
prejudice the Customs Revenue of this Colony. 

On the other hand, to facilitate tlie commerce between the Colonies, and to commence a system of 
. · uniform Tariff, equal rates might be agreed upon for the following items, wh:ch constitute about three

fourths of the Customs Revenue of all the Colonies; viz.,-Spirits, tobacco, and snuff, tea, sugar, rice, 
wine, beer, opium, dried fruits, coffee, &c., silks, jewellery, and probably other items. Excise rates might 
be assimilated, and lighthouse dues and all port charges might be made identical, with mutual concessions 
in favour of colonial voyages. _ 

APPENDIX D. 

VICTORIA. 

COMPARATIVE Statement of TELEGRAPH BusINESS for c01·responding_Periods ef 1869 and 1870. 

VICTORIAN BUSINESS. 
(Messages transmitted to Victorian Stations only.) 

JA:-IUARY. FEBRUARY. MARCH. AFRIL. .l\IAY. 

1869. 1870. 1869. 1870, 1869, 1870. 1869. 1870. 1869. 1870. 

01<1 Reduced Old Reduced Old Reduced Old Reduced Old Reduced 
Rates. llates. Rates. Rates. Rates. Rates. Rntcs, l<atcs. Rntcs. llntcs. 

No. of l\f e~sages 
'21,133 transmitted .. 32,454 19,088 34,634 23,952 37,998 21,703 34,421 19,046 32,895 

£ II. d. £ 8. d. £ 8. d. :£ 8. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. .£ 8. d. :£ s .. d. 
Revenue ...... 1985 17 4 1748 13 9 1871 11 6 1912 7 1 2286 9 52088 8 Ci2241 5 91825 7 7 1942 15 5 17'27 3 8 

INTERCOLONIAL BUSINESS 
' (Messages transmitted from Victoria to other Colonies.) 

No. of llfes~ages 
transmitted .. 1798 2127 1572 2006 1712 2397 2009 2035 2044 2204 

£ s. d. £ S, d. £ s. d. :£ s. d. £ s. d. :£ s. d. :£ s. d. :£ s. d. £ s. d . .£ 8, d. 
Revenue ...... 763 3 2 831 3 6 650 6 l 748 17 H 710 1 5 964 11 8 836 5 0 838 tl 8 810 9 8 [)30 15 7 

VICTORIAN AND INTERCOLONIAL BUSINESS. 

VICTORIAN. INTER- VICT0RIA.N. l1'TER-
COLONIAL. COLONIAL. 

-----
£ s. d. £ s. d. 

Average llfonthly Revenne for 
1869 •••••.• _ .••••..•..••.•. 2021 7 11 827 3 9 Average Monthly Number of Tole-

grams transmitted during 1869 •. .23,013 206-l 
Average llfonthly Revenue from 

1st January to 31st lllay, 1870 1860 8 6 862 15 5 Average llfonthly Number of Tele-
grams transmitted from 1st January 

34,480 2154 to 31st :May, 1870 .•••••......•. 

The slight increase in the Jntercolonial business may be ascribed to the newly-opened communication with Tasmania; but 
or this there would have been a decrease. . 

W. TURNER. 



APPENDIX E .. 
•86, Temple Court, 22nd June, 1870. 

MY DEAR SIR JAMES, 

. . WHILE the Representathe, of the Australian Co]onies are in Melbourne, it would be desirable that 

. their attention be called to the subjects referred for consideration and report by the Legislative A~sembly· 
'to a .Select Committee of which I have the honor to be Chairman. I refer to the Select Committee on 
Intercolonial, Legislation. · It has been appointed "to consider and report upon the expediency of inviting 

· the co-operation of the several Colonies ,of Australasia for the following purposes :"-

(1.) To provide for the extradition of offenders from one Colony to another. 

(2.) 

(3.) 

(4.) 

To provide · means ~hereby the effect of Insolvency or granting of Probate or Letters of' 
Administration in one Colony shall extend to all. 

The adoption of a system whereby execution may issue in any Colony upon the registration of 
the J udgment of the Supreme Court of any other Colony. 

The establishment of a Court of Appeal. 

With reference to the question that arises under the first head, To pr01:ide fo1' the extradition of 
(ljfenders from one Colony tu another, I may mention that an amendment of the law in reference to this 
subject has received the consideration of a previous Conference. The laws in force regulating the 
extradition of criminals.from any part of Her Majesty's dominions to the place where the offence was com-
mitted will be found in the 6 & 7 Victoria eh. 34, as amended by the 16 & 17 Victoria eh. ll8. These 5 Victorian 

Acts only refer to felonies, and the machinery provided is cumbersome and almost unworkable. They Statutes, 265, 

were passed by the Imperial Legislature, and are framed on the principles of the extradition treaties, 
with all the precautions that are required by European States to guard against the possibility of yielding 
up a political refugee. There are no means of obtaining the extradition of offenders who have committed 
indictable misdemeanors, such as fradulent insolvency or offences under the Trustee Act. Between the 
Australian Colonies there need be no fear ofreturning a political offender, for the obvious reason that who-
ever commits treason in any part of Her Majesty's dominions may be apprehended under the 6 oc 7 Victoria, 
,eh. 34, s.10,and sent to that part of the empire where itmay be alleged the treason was committed. Whoever, 
therefore, is guilty of a political offence in one Colony cannot obtain an asylum in another. Under these 
circumstances, as it is not necessary to consider the question so far as the extradition of political offenders is 
concerned, and as there can be no objection to the yielding up of offenders against the criminal law, a simple 
and expeditious system may without any loss of dignity to any Colony be adopted by all, which would embrace 
not only felonies but certain indictable misdemeanors. As the Colonies become more settled, and population 
gathers near the boundaries, the absence of some law providing for the extradition of offenders has been found 
to seriously impede the due administration of justice. If any person committed a crime not amounting to 
.a felony on one side of the Murray, he is free from all molestation as soon as he can reach the other side. 
The boundary between this Colony and South Australia, as between New South Wales and Queensland, is 
not so marked as the Murray. On the contrai•y, in some places the actual boundary is not known, and a 
•Conflict of jurisdiction frequently arises, and when it does justice is paralysed and the offender goes free. 
On the eastern frontier of Victoria, close to the boundary of New South Wales, there is a large and thriving 
population (mining) settled at a place called Bendock. Whenever disputes as to a rich claim arise, the 
question of jurisdiction is raised, and the Warden has sometimes been undecided how to act. So far that 
.difficulty will soon be removed., as I understand the boundary is being surveyed and marked out; but even 
when that shall be done the means of extradition will not be improved, unless the Colonies unite by 
legislation to make dt1e provision for such a pmpose. 

(2.) The next question, To p1·ovide means mltereby t!te e,ffect of Insolvency or tlie granting of Probate 
· "1r Lette1's of Adinirdslmtion in one Colony sllall be extended to all. 

First, with respect to Insolvency: 

. The same laws as regards Insolvency exist in Queensland, New South Wales, and Victoria. It may 
·be so in other Colonies; but of the three I have named there can be no doubt, as Victoria and Queensland 
carried with them, when they separated from New South Wales, the Insolvency laws of the latter Colony. 
Although the laws are the same, they are administered by each Colony with reference to each other as if 
they were each independent states. Considering the vast interests held by, say the residents of Melbourne 
·•in other Colonies, and no doubt by the residents of Sydney and Adelaide in Victoria, the Insolvency laws 
ought to be framed and administered recognising these facts. If a person becomes insolvent in one Colony 
he has to yield up all his property wherever situated to the official assignee of that Colony; yet, when he 
obtains his certificate, he will not be allowed in certain cases to plead that certificate in bar of an action 
instituted by a creditor in another Colony for a debt incurred prior to his insolvency. Subject to providing 
,suitable machinery, it is proposed that when a person becomes insolvent in one Colony he shall be insolvent 
in all, and when he obtains a certificate in one it shall and may be pleadable in all. I may mention that 
,suitable machinery has been suggested, and is under consideration. 

As to Probate and Letters of Administration : 

The general principle regulating the succession to property is, that real property is administered . 
:according to the law of the country where it is situated, while personal property is dealt with according to 
the law of the domicile of the deceased. I need not point out the conflict that necessarily arises as to title to 
.property, and the cost attending administering the estates obtaining Probate and Letters of Administration 
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of deceased persons when the property is situated in severaJ Colonies. It is suggested that a system should 
be adopted whereby, upon registration of the Probate g1;anted in one Colony in the Supreme Court of 
another, it will. lmve · the same ·effect as if granted by the latter Colony. And the same with respect to 
administration. 

(3.) Tlie adoption of a .~yste",,n wlie_reb,1J eier1ition ·may issue in any Colony upon registration of tlie 
judgment-o/ tlie S1tp1·er11e Court of any other Coluny. ·. , 

To a certain extent_ such a system exists· in this Colont and some of the. others. But the system is 
imperfect, and only extends·to judgments'of a Court of Law.:.:.:.not 'to a decree' of a Court of Equity.· IHs 
very desirable that decrees of Courts of Equity should have the same privilege extended to them 'US now 
exists with re_spect to judgments, and that the procedure should be simple and ready. 

(4.) The establishment of a Court of Appeal. 

This is by far the most important su):>ject under the consideration of the· Committee. The cost and 
delay in obtaining the opinion of the Privy Council ·upon questions decided by colonial courts of law have 
been considered to be a practical barrier against all appeals, unless indeed where the question in dispute 
involves a considerable sum of money or a great deal of property. Besides, the questions that are peculiar 
to Australia, such as our mining ,and squatting disputes, it is deemed could be more satisfactorily decided 
by a colonial Court of Appeal than the Privy Council. Several propositions have been made as to the 
constitution of such· a court:-

(1.) As to ~ts members : Some suggest that the court be formed from the Chief Justices; others say 
that a Judge· should be annually selected by each Government to represent that Colony in the 

-Court of Appeal; and a third opinion proposes that the members of the court should be per
manent. 

(2.) As to where the court should sit: The various propositions are, tlmt it should sit successively in 
each Colony; or altogether in one; or in Sydney and Melbourne alternately. 

Perhaps the better plan, and·one that commends it to ·my mind as the best, is one that has been 
suggested by the Honorable Mr. Fellows: "That the court should sit in each Colony successively, hear.all 
the appeals there, decide them, and then go on to the next Colony; and so on during the year. That each 
Colony should appoint a judge, who ·would attend exclusively to the Court of Appeal." I would add that 
such judge be_ one of the Supreme Court judges, and that he be appointed every year for that year. By 
that means we would familiarise all our judges with the laws of the various Colonies. This would have a 
powerful effect in promoting the ·assimilation of our laws, by each Colony taking and adopting what is 
good in the other, and thus pave the way for a federal union upon political subjects. 

Whatever difference of opinion ·exists as to a political federation of the Colonies, there can be little 
objection to adopting a common system dealing with the subjects I have referred to b_v the various 
Australasian governments. The proposal does not attempt to diminish the power of any of the Colonies, 
or to create any authority superior· to them ; it merely suggests a common understanding providincr for· 
intercolonial comity upon these important legal matters. 

0 

The Committee have, through His Excellency, asked for the views of their Honors the Judges of 
the· Supreme Court of the several Colonies, and arc in immediate communication with their Honors tlrn 
Judges of the Supreme Court of this Colony.· Until replies can be had the Committee will be unable to. 
bring up a report. The presence, however, of the delegates from the other Colonies in Melbourne induces 
me to ask you to be good enough to mention these subjects to them, and, if possible, obtain a promise that 
each TI ill bring them undc1; the consideration of the Government of the Colony each severally represents. 

I may add that it has been considered, should the Colonies agree to unite upon these suqjccts, whether 
the means to be adopted should be by an Imperial Act, or by each Colony passing an Act providing for 
these matters. ·with the exception of the extradition of offenders, the Colonies could deal effoctually with 
all the other subjects. But whether an Imperial Act shall or shall not be asked for has been, although 
considered, not yet determined upon. 

I am, my deai· Sir J arnes, 
Very faithfully yours, 

J. J.· CASEY •. 
Tile Hon. Sir JAMES M'CuLLOCH, K.M. G., Cliirf Secretary. 



APPENDIX F. . ) 

OPINIONS OF LAW OFFICERS' OF CROWN AND JUDGES OF SUPREME COURT 
. ·,. ·, . ' 

)NEW SOUTH WALES; UPON :·THE SUBJECT OF THE -EXTRADITION OF 
OFFENDERS, ETC. ' 

]\fy LORD, 
Attorney-General's Office, Sydney, 25th August, 1869~ 

_,. 'I ·HAVE the honor to forward letters from the Chief Justice and Mr. Justice Hargrave on the subject 
of the Despatches of the Duke of Buckingham and Earl Granville, dated respectively the 4th and· 19th 
.July, 1867, and 26th February, 1869, which;·by your Lordship's directions:, I submitted to their Honors 
:the.Judges of our Supreme Court. 

. . . . - \ 

The letter of Mr. Justice Hargrave was received by me soon after its date, but that of Sir Alfred 
.Stephen, though dated on 26th ·ultimo, did not reach me till a' few days· since, when it came accompanied 
·by a letter to myself, of which a copy is enclosed. His Honor I believe withheld his letter in order that 
it might be seen by his colleagues, and in the hope that the judges might upon conference arrive at one 
common conclusion; but th? letter ?f Mr. Justice Hargrave was, as I understand, written independently~ 

_oand was not seen by the Ch1ef.Justwe. 

It is to be regretted that the recommendations of the judges will not _have the weight which a j~iiit 
:consideration and unanimity of opinion ( complete or partial) would have given to them. : 

· Your Lordship will learn from Sir Alfred Stephen's letter to myself that the two remaining judges will 
·:probably send in letters expressing substantially a concurrence in his views. . 

I may perhaps be permitted to state that my own conviction is that such a stat~ of severance as now 
, exists in relation to the apprehension of criminals between the Colonies of this group of Her Majesty's 
'possessions ought not to continue, and that some legislation is greatly to be desired by which the 
tinconveniences of this system would be .removed, both in respect of the higher and_the lower degrees'cif 
crime. I consider also that such legislation would be far more effectual ifit emanated from the Imperial 

. Parliament, inasmuch as it would impose uniformity upon the several Colonies, and would, much more 
completely than could be done by colonial legislation, meet the difficulty arising from the fact that · the 
1·emovals of prisoners from Colony to Colony are, and are likely to be, almost exclusively by sea. The 

· objection suggested by Mr. Justice Hargrave, that such legislation might not be regarded as consistent 
•with the authority conceded to the Colonial Parliaments, would be met by resolutions of those bodies inviting 
Her Majesty's Government to propose an Act embracing certain general principles on the subject in 

,question. Such resolutions would be more likely to be agreed to with unanimity by the local Parliaments 
than any form of Bill containing the necessary provisions in detail, and requiring to pass through the many 
stages to which it would be subject in both Houses ; and it is not improbable that the superior advantages 

· -of Im pedal legislation would be readily recognised if plainly set forth by the terms ·of such resolutions. 

I have the honor to be, 
My Lord, 

Your Lordship's most obedient Servant, 

W. M •. MANNING, A.G. 
,His Excellency the Right Hon. the Earl of Belmore. 

(Copy.) 

,Sm, 
Sup1·eme Court, 18th August, 1869. 

THE accompanying letter was sent by me on the 28th ultimo to my colleagues, although they did not 
..all then receive it, requesting their opinions, to be transmitted direct to yourself, or thro,ugh me to you, as 
they thought fit. 

I do not collect what is the opinion of Mr. Justice Hargrave on the points discussed in that letter, 
,but I believe that substantially Mr. Justice Cheeke and Mr. Justice Faucett concur or will concur with me. 

You will observe that I wholly object to the English extradition statutes as models for intercolonial 
,·arrests. . A good illustration of the difficulties imposed by them, as I understand the matter, is afforded at 
,this moment by the case of Makinlay and his real or supposed confederates, who have just been arrested in 
Melbourne. 

Here is, by whomsoever committed, _a gigantic scheme of fraud, equally on the public 1·evenue and 
the insurers of the transhipped goods. But the complications are such that some weeks may elapse ere the 
case can be completed against the conspirators arid their agents. Yet until completed ( so far at least as to 

. justify a committal) the absconded offenders cannot under those statutes be detained. 
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· If, however, every judge in the Australian Colonies is to express his opinion before the introduction, 
of any legislative measure-and the particular remedy must be one. universally approved of-the result is, 
easily predicted, we shall have no remedial law introduced at all. 

I am, yours obediently, 

~·.· . . 
The Hon. the Attorney-General. 

(Signed) ALFRED STEPHEN, O.J~ 

MY LORD, 
Supreme Court, 26th. July, 1869: 

THE Despatches of the Duke of Buckingham to Sir Henry·Manners Sutton of 4th July, 1867, and: 
to Sir John Young of the 19th of the same month, and from Lord Granville to your Excellency of the 26th, 
February last, having been by your Lordship's directions transmitted to me, with a request that my brother 
judges and myself would state our views with respect to a sugge.sted measure for extending the provisions. 
bf the Imperial Statute 6 & 7 Victoria, c. 34, as amended. by the 16 & .17 Victoria, c. H8, to all 
misdemeanors-those provisions embracing ·felonies only-I have the honor to report on the subject for· 
myself as follows :-

2. I would observe, in the first place, that whether the proposed power of arrest in one colony, for 
· an offence committed in another, be limited as at present or extended to misdemeanors of every kind, or of 
·certain specified kinds only, the existing Imperial enactments are ( as it appears to me) exceedingly defective, 
and therefore by no· means desirable for us as a precedent o·r model for further legislation. They have been 
framed on that of the extradition statutes, with all the cumbersome precautions which were not unreasonably 
required between one state and another, on political grounds, when a refugee from·a foreign country is 
sought to be delivered up to the tribunals of another. Thus, not merely is the intervention of a judo-e of 
some superior court, and eventually of the Governor, required in the Colony where the arrest takes pYace, 
but the offender must be taken before a magistrate there after arrest, and his committal by the latter can 
only be "upon such evidence of criminality as would justify the offender's committal (not his apprehension 
merely) in the Colony of the ar1·est"-sections 2 and 3 of the 6 & 7 Victoria; so that, in order to procure 
.the detention of an offender of whatever degree, who may have crossed the River Murray (for example) 
from this Colony into Victoria, or the ideal boundary which separates us from Queensland, it becomes 
necessary to complete the case against him in his absence, and even then such detention will not be legal 
'unless the evidence be sufficient according to the laws of the Colony to which the man has escaped. 

3. The evils of such a state of things require no illustration. Apply this law to the case of a bush
ranger-who, mounted on a stolen racehorse, traversing a wild and sparsely peopled country, enters, as he 
easily may, either of the adjacent Colonies-and observe that no case for his arrest can be made out until the 

. entire facts of some felony have been established against him, the man being absent, and the proof therefore 
of his identity with the person sought to be apprehended being almost impossible. 

· 4. But by Sir John J ervis's Statute regulating Proceedings before Justices in England for Indictable 
Offences ( of all kinds), 11 & 12 Victoria, c. 42, Sections 12 to 16, every warrant to apprehend an offender 
issued in any part of the United Kingdom or in the Channel Islands, may, by the simple process of 
indorsement, be executed in any. other part of the United Kingdom; and the power of indorsing such a 
warrant is vested, not in a Judge, but ( as it ought to be) in any J usticc of the Peace. 

5. This is the kind of enactment required for the similar case of offenders escaping from one of the 
Australian Colonies to another of the same group, and I can discover no reason why it should not have 
been adopted instead of the system prescribed for cases of extradition. In the greater number of instances, 
if not in all, an offender absconding hence into Victoria, or from the latter Colony or Queensland into New 
South Wales, would easily effect a final escape long before a Supreme Court Judge, residing probably 200 
( or in this Colony 3UO) miles distant, could be applied to. 

. 6. It may be objected that a removal from one of these Colonies to another-one of the most distant 
from it-is a more serious thirig than the mere taking of an offender from ( for instance) Ireland in to England, 
or conversely. In some cases, no doubt, it might be so; but precautions could be devised by the statute 
for the protection of the apprehended person from the accidents of au improper arrest, without subjecting 
criminal justice to the certainty of defeat, by such provisions as those contained in the 6 & 7 Victoria, 
c. 34. 

7. In the lawwhich I had the honor of drawing in 1850 (the 14 Victoria, No. 43, still in force in this 
Colony), the provision in Sir John J ervis's Statute to which I have ad vcrted, for the indorsing or backing 
of warrants, will be found extended to all apprehending rvan·ants is.med in other Colonies, and consequently 
such warrants, whethe1· for felony or 1nisrlemer,n01·, can to this day be indorsed and acted on in N cw South 
·Wales as a warrant issued in Scotland or Ireland can be in England. And I am of opinion that the Vic
torian Legislature, in 1865, by Section 63 of th_e 28 Victoria, No. 267, intended to pass an enactment having 
the like operation with respect to the arrest of offenders in that Colony escaped from this ; but it seems 
that the present Attorney-General of Victoria, on a reference to him in 1867, has advised the Magistracy 
there that the Section cannot be so construed. 

8. Even if all the Colonies, however, were to pass enactments similar to our own, some embarrassing 
questions might arise as to the legality of the offender's detention, so soon as he should have got out to sea 
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·1{i(-so conveyed) beyond the_j:urisdiction of the Colony where the arre_st occurr1;1d,_an~ b~fore con;iing :~~tP:41 
ithat of the Colony from which the warrant emanated_. Practically, perhaps, no d1fiiculty would. be.felt ; .. ~r~ 
where the person is merely taken across the boundary between those two Colonies-;--!), col],stable ,<;>f th'.~_ 9v,~ 
:immediately delivering him over to a constable of the other-no question could be made occasioning any 
<difiicul1y whatever. I am of opinion, nevertheless, that-for the avoiding of all groun~ for doubt, and for the 
,sake of-uniformity in_ the system throughout, an A.et of the Imperial Parliament Olight ~o be solicited;"~~ 
I venture to suggest that such an Act might beneficially be made to apply to all Colomes, and to ?ffe~~el'II 
,escaping from any of them to the United Kingdom. · · · · · 

9. It would be desirable, I-conceive, ro. introduce clauses enabling the Justice before whom the arr.~.~te,d 
.;person is taken (or, by order of-a Judge, aµ.y other Justice in the receiving Colony) to take eviderice bQµi_ 
for and ,against the party, and to admit him to bail as in any ordinary cas_e, and also to <;l.irect, if #,i!' 
,offender's removal to the Colony where the offence was committed be thought unnecessary for the e~~s of 
justice, that he shall be tried in · the Colony where he is arrested. These provisions w:ould afford no ~-m~ll 
, .protection against the possible abuse of the criminal process, or possible mis.takes .as to i_dentity or tl1.e Ul!:~. 
ro give effect to the last-mentioned clause, it wil\ _of cqi,ll'se be necessary to. enact that all persons l~ab.le .. t~ 
.arrest under the Act should, where any such direction is given, be triable in the Colony of arrest. It will 
_·be perceived that this provision differs from the one suggested in Lord Granville's despat~l,i in two particu
Jars-:-First, it is .not proposed by me as an alte1·native to the measure asked for in the memor:u:1dµm,,_q~t 
,as incidental to the ,power of arrest; secondly, no option is proposed to be given to ,the prosecutor;, as tt 
,practically is !by the English statutes, but the decision in which of the two jurisdictions the ofi~nder shall h~ 
. tried will 11est, after hearing both parties, with the committing Justice. I would allow _an appeal from tµat 
,decision.fa a summary way to a Jlldge, or, withoi1t any appeal, confer. the power of direction Qn . t,w.~ 
.Justice~ only, ,one to be a Police Magistrate. · · · .. · 

10. With ,the ,protecting clauses thus suggested, I do not see why the Act should not be ip.ade to appJy 
,to every case \vhatever, whether of felony or misdemeanor. If the offence be of so serious a character 
that it is thot1ght worth while to seek for the offender in another Colony, and incm: the expense of bringing 
him thence for ti·.ial, it may be safely taken for granted that the interests qf criminal justice (the.Or,o~µ 
:being really the ,prosecutor in most cases, and in all exercising practica,lly a ~ontrol jn extradition .c~e.s) · 
·,require the •Femoval. It would be a task of very great difficulty to enumerate all _the misdemeanors ,whicili 
,ought to be within the proposed _law, and some, although apparently of a minor µegr.ee of criminality,_file 
,attended ·ot necessarily followed by circumstances of distress to the injured parties arid evil to the community 
far greater than .any which ordinarily flow from the commission of a felony. Take the case, s.o common, of 
men abandoning their wives and children for the goldfields of some neighbouring Colony, and heartle_ssly 
leaving the latter to starve and the former to become prostitutes for a livelihood; or tp.e case of dishone,st 
ansolvents ,escaping with property from their duped creditors. · 

ll. I have ,always thought, indeed, that writs for arrest of debt, whether b.efore or after judgmen_t, 
where the ·.debtor can be shown to have absconded to avoid payment or the process to c_ompel it, should -~e 
;recipr0cally enforced, whencesoever he may have come, in every one of these Austi~lian settlements. · · 

12. The subject of Your Excellency's reference has led me to a consideration, in connection with :it, 
,of two others on which Imperial legislation appears to me to be called for, affecting our criminal law; but 
I will mak_e these, with your permission, the subject pf a;se_parate letter. 

The Right Hon. tl1e Ea11l oj Belmore. 

lb Lonn, 

I have the honor to be, my Lord, 
Your very faithful Servant, 

ALFRED STEPHEN. 

Supreme Court, S.11dney, 9tli .August, 1869. 

IN obedience to Your Excellency's commands, as communicated.to me through the Attorney-General, 
I have perused and considered the.points mentioned in the Despatches from.the Duke of Buckingham, clat~d 
:respectively the 4th and 19th July,1867, and the Despatch from Earl Granville, dated,26th February,:l,8Q9, 
with reference to the -extension of the Imperial Statute 6 & 7 Viet. -c. 34 (1842), as slightly amen,cled JJy 
16 & 17 Viet. c. 118, to misdemeanors, and I offer the following observations :-

1. So far as any such proposed extensions to misdemeanors should mutually refer only to the United 
Kingdom and the Colonies, I am clearly of opinion that the Colonies ought to . adopt,- ap.d wiU readily 
,adopt, whatever,extensions may be thought advisable by the Imperial Legislature as_ to any.grave mi.iiqe
:meanors where arrests and punishment may be thought,as necessary as for any H treason.and felimy/' .®d 
-,to be quite irrespective of all distance and time. 

'· 
2. : So far as any such proposed extensions to misdemeanors should mutually relate only to the six 

_A11stralian Coloni_es:.,_of New South Wales, Victoria, South Australia, Queensland, Tasmania, and New 
'.Zealand,_ it seems to me very probable that the provisions of this _Jmperial-Statut~ may also be ad\'~l!:ta
:geously extended tp a few other colonial misdemeanors. But all these colonial extension~, both mutually 
with the United Kingdom and among,our.selv:es .. as . .C.Qlonies, __ should be considered and settled (at least 
jprimarily) by the Legislatures of these Colonies, they being now expressly authorised, as under our own 



:C:onstitution Act (18 &i9 Viet. c: 54); "to m~ke laws for the peace, welfar~, and good government- of' 
,ihis_'·Colciny in all cases whatsoever."· ·The Imperial ·authorities ought· not, in my opinion, to be invoked 
:~xcept for. the jurisdiction over .our high seas, or where Imperial interests are concerned. •: 

; · 3. With reference to the minor topic of the place of trial, I am· clearly of opinion that no person ought 
:to be tried except within the jurisdiction whose laws he is accused of having broken. The anomalies and. 
'difficulties of any other course are too manifest to r!)qtiire mentioning. 

1 • 4. I am also of opinion that the power of sending any prisoner out of the Colony in which he is 
·,afrested should be most strictly guarded against abuse, by the wise provisions of the Imperial Act under 
: consideration; and these provisions will be so much the more. necessary for any extensions of that Act to 
. niisdemeanors. I think that no Justice of the Peace should have any more power than as given by the 
4th Section of our 14 Viet. No. 43 (adopting Sir John Jervis's Acts), which expressly and very properly 

· limits the " validity of the endorsements to the extent of the jurisdiction of the Justice endorsing the same."· 
·rt. would be most dan~erous to allow any Colonial Justice of the Peace any additional powers as to sending· 
'.accused persons out of one Colony into another Colony or to the United Kingdom. : 

5. Referring to the expression in the Duke of Buckingham's Despatch, as to "drawing the different 
m!)mbcrs of the Australian group into closer union," and to the recommendation in Earl Granvillc's De

. spatch that all the Australian Colonies should." enact a common criminal code based on the Imperial la,i·,"· 
or should "prepare a draft Bill" for Imperial sanction, I would most respectfully state that the necessary 

· delays and uncertainties of such a course will only render the mischiefs of our present condition more· 
'apparent every day, and· in· every brarrch of our administration of justice, especially with the present 
increasing and rapid steam communication by sea between· all the six Colonies, together with electric· 

. telegraph lines between Sydney, Melbourne, Adelaide, Brisbane, and Hobart Town-i.e., between five out 

. o_f our six Colonies. · 

6. I think, under these circumstances, and have long thought, that the only proper and effectual . 
. r"emedy for the present difficulty, and for the numerous other difficulties of an Intercolonial nature, arising· 
necessarily from the growth of the Australian Colonies and their almost daily intercourse with each other, . 

. is to be found in the early federation of all the six Colonies having responsible Govemments, and upon the 
sound principles established by the recent "Canadian Dominion'' statute. 

7. I am satisfied, from long experience as a former Member of both Houses of Legislature in this . 
. Colony, as well as from my official .experience as a Minister' of the Crown and Attomey-General and' 
· Solicitor-General during the greater portion of the years between 1859 and 1865, and now from my judicial 
experience since 1865, that not only will the ·administration of justice, but all our other interests, both with 
the United Kingdom and among ourselves intercolonially, be largely benefited by any consolidation 
granted by the Imperial authorities; but that it is quite impossible to apply any effoctual remedy to the 
prcs·ent difficulties as to Intercolonial arrests, and the other numerous difficulties constantly arising among 
the Australian group, except through the medium I have ventured very respectfully to suggest, and which 
is, in truth, only the natural result of the Constitutional Government of the Australian Colonies ever since 
the Canadian Constitution Act of 1840. 

I have the honor to be, 
Your Excellency's obedient faithful Servant, 

JOHN F. HARGRAVE •. 
. Tlte Rigltt Hon. tlte Earl of Belmore. 

Supreme Cow·t, lst Septembe1·, 1869 •. 
_MY LORD, 

IN compliance with Your Excellency's request that I would report on the Despatches from the_I{qme 
Government on the subject of misdemeanors, in reply, I have the honor to state that, having• read the 
letters of the Chief Justice and Mr. Justice Hargrave, it appears to me only necessary to say that the 
remarks of both their Honors, althoug-h different, seem to my mind suffi.cien tly suggestive of the necessity 
of such an Act applicable to a certain class of misdemeanors ; the only question being, what can be con
sidered the most preferable course-whether .the powers of the Imperial Parliament should be invoked, or· 
whether the matters should be left to the local Legislature of each Colony, . to frame such enactments 
applicable to themselves. 

I certainly feel some difficulty in . the matter ; still I think that the preferable suggestion is for the 
local legislatures of each Colony to pass such enactments, specifying the class of misdemeanors they may 

· deem advisable, leaving to the Imperial authorities jurisdiction over the high seas and where Imperial 
interests are concerned. 

I have the honor to be, 
· Your Lordship's most obedient Scrvan,t, 

ALFRED CHEEKE. 
:_ The Rigltt Honorable Earl Belmo,-e. 
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MEMORANDUM FOR }.Irs. EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR. 

I HAVE read Earl Granville's despatch of the 26th February, 1869, to His Excellency the Earl of 
Belmore, and the previous despatches of the Secretary of State to Sir John Young and the Governor of 
Victoria, together with the papers accompanying _theJI!, I have also read the letter of the Chief Justice, 
Sir Alfred Stephen, to His Exce.ll~ncy on. the subject of these _despatches. 

2. I concur in the views expressed by the Chief J u,stice as to the advisability of altering the existing 
law with respect to the TI1ode of proceeding, in. r~feren!!e. to the apprehension of offenders who may have 
escaped from one of 'the· Australian Colonies into another of the· Australian Colonies. Considering the 
extensive and constant intercommunication that exists. bet1veen these Colonies, and the increasing facilities 
for such intercommunication, I can see no advantage· in tre·ating them in this particular as independent 
states or nations, as the Imperial Acts 6 & 7· Viet. ·c. 34, and 16 & 17 Viet. c. ll8, by adopting the 
course of proceeding usual in 'international treaties, virtually do; on the contrary, I tl~ink that the Colonies 
might advantageously be placed, in respect to this inatter, in the same position, relatively to one another, as 
the several counties in England, or as England, Ireland, and Scotland are placed, relatively to one another, 
under J ervis's Act, ll & 12 Viet. c. 42. · · 

3. If the alteration suggested were· made, it appears to me that the power of apprehending offenders 
in a Colony other than that in -which the offence has been committed might be extended-as in J ervis's Act

, lo ·all .. "indictable·offences;''.that is, to all.offences indictable in the Colony from which the warrant might 
issue. If the power were so extended, it might, in my opinion, be safely left to the authorities of the 

.. ~:espective Colonies themselves. to determine what particular cases: would be. of so serious a natme as to 
.· .requir~ or justify its. exercise. · In. such a Gase·. th~ wamint i:night state on the face of it that the offence 
· was indictable· in the Colony fr9m which it issued, . and such a statement should be · conclusive for the 

purpose of app1:ehension in any of the ·other Colonies. This, as the Chief J-ustice has pointed out, might...,.... 
.. ·at .all.events to·a large extent-be practically effected by the legislative action of the Colonies amongst 
:·themselves;_ but I:do not think it could be.fully accomplished without Imperial legislation.. , 

4. I do· nof think, howeve1;, that it would be advisable to extend the alteration suggested by the 
Chief Justice beyond the Colonies of the Australian group. To remove the checks, such as they are, which 

.. exist in the present state qf the -law in .reference to .the apprehensjon of supposed offenders in Colonies remote 
-~ from the place where .the offence is alleged to have been committed, might, in my opinion, occasionally lead 
·· to-great hardship and great wrong. For this reason I doubt ·whether it would be advisable to extend the 
~ spgg~sted altera,fion even to New Zealand._ 

5. I think that in some instances, although probably not very many, there might be an advantage in 
~ giying the-Magistrates of the Colony where .an offender may be apprehended the power of determining 
: whether he should be tried in such Colony, or remitted to the Colony from which the warrant may haye 
,. issued ... Sue~ a provision would probably be useful in reference to offences c.ommitted on the borders of a 
· ·colony. · I'agi:ee with the Chief Justice in thinking that, if such a power were given to the magistrates, 

their determination should be subject to the revision of the Supreme Court, or of one ofthe judges of the 
.. Supreme Gour.t, of the Colony in which th~ apprehension might take place: I see, however,.som() difficulty 
·· in this matter, so long · as the judicial as well as the legislative jurisdictions Qf the several Colonies remain 

distinct and inde,pendent- of one another, as tliey now are. And I confess I do not attach much-importance 

0

_.ope '\Vay or_.the· ptiier to the suggestion. 

6. I am of opinion that it would be of considerable advantage if the Australian Colonies proposed a 
common criminal code based on the Imperial law. . Of course local circumstances will occasionally call for 
special legislation ; but it appears to me that throughout the Australian Colonies the general body of the 
criminal law ought to be as nearly as possible the same, and ought to qe also as nearly as possible identical 
with the Imperial law. To a latge extent this is_. the case in 'these Colonies, but I think the assimilation 
might advantageously be aa1:ried ~ut.to a.much greater.degree. Any change,.however, in this respect should, 
I think, be left.to th!) colonial legis\it~res; as to impose a common code upon the Colonies by Imperial 
authority might, .in s.ome degre·e, fetter the action of: colonial ,egislatures, and would: probably be·deemed 
too great an interference with the independence secured to them by their Constitut~?n Acts. 

. . . . P. FA.UC~TT. 
,B;upreme.Court; 31;~ .A.'ug_usi, 1869·. 

, .. S.iR, , . . . . . _ Urorvn Larv Ojfic~s, Sydney, 1st SeJ!tember, 1869. 

REFERRINct to'your·'B'.C. Memos. ofSOth'Se1jteinber, 1868, 1
;

9
; ·and 18th May last, M2~4, upon fittii1~~:,N~1!1 

despatches from the Principal Seci·etary of State >for the . Colonies, ·relatiye to extension of provisions of mJ,9~~~~~~• 
certain Imperial acts_;to all cases of misdemeanor committed in any of the A~1stralian Colonies, 1 ::i,m directed 26th February, 

by the Honorable the Attorney-General to inform you that the opinions of their Honors the Juclges of the ~!~~;_,ft~·r!:• 
Supreme Court have gone direct .t<;i His ·Excellency the Governor .. The other papers received under B.C. 1~~!1rromcom-

··of 3Oth· September, 1868, _were transmitted with the Honorable the. Attorney-General's lette1' of 25th ultimo missioner of 

t~ L.o;rd J3!Jlmore, . . .·; '.} ioot•~.~~toria, 
I have the honor to be, Sydney, 1st 

The Uiider-Secrefa1·y, Colonial Secretary's Department. 

S. October, 1867, 
1r, Ditto, from Com-

. Your most obedient Servant, . missioner of 
Police, Brisbane, 

W. E. PLUNKETT. ~~J~.~Jiiii, 
August, 1808, 
also returned 
herewith, 



Jl!Ye-,bllllng 
JJiecc. 
Half-crown 
piece. 
A shilling. 
.l sispenco. 
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' APPENDIX' G. 

1870.·. 

LEGISLATIVE Assm,rnLY.-NEw SouTH WALES. 

SILVER CURRENCY O·F THE COLONY. 

(Correspondence.) · 

· 01·dered by the Legislative Assembly to be printed, 6tli April, 1870. 

No. I. 

The Colonial Treasurer to the Earl of Belmore. 

The T1·ea.,-ury, Sydney, 27tli August, 1869. 
lli~~ ~ 

I HAVE the honor to inform your Excellency that complaint has been made to me by the Commercial 
Banking Company of this city in reference to the state of the silver currency in this Colony; the coins at 
present in circulation being represented as to a considerable extent worn out and defective. 

I take leave to enclose herewith specimens left with me by tlie secretary of the bank, togetlier with 
others taken from the Treasury chest ; and I am given to understand that the shopkeepers and others find 
it difficult to pass silver coin similarly worn out and defaced, which it is stated bears a large proportion to 
that of legible impressions and recent dates . 

Having regard to the fact that the renovation by tl1e Mint autl10rities of the copper cuITency has 
already been attended with the best res1dts ; and inasmuch as the condition of the silver currency seems to 
warrant the complaints that have been made with reference to •it, it would appear that the time has arrived 
when the same might be improved with advantage, by the introduction of a supply of new coin of the 
respective denominations. 

The ready acquiescence of the Lords of Her Majesty's Treasury in the application of this Government 
in the former case leads me to trust that in the latter equally satisfactory arrangements might be made. By 
such means the Imperial silver currency in this, and eventually in the adjacent Colonies, would be restored 
to a sounder footing, and acquire a more uniform character. 

Before, however, entering upon details, I would, if your Excellency approve, suggest that reference 
might be made to the Deputy Master of the Mint upon the subject. 

· I have, &c., 
SAUL SAMUEL. 

Mm,rnnANDA UPON THE FOREGOING. 

(No. 1.-Minute of His Excellency tlte Governor.) 
THE Deputy Master of the Mint will please to report upon this letter.-27 I 8 I 69, B. 

(No. 2,-Minute of tlte Deputy Master of tlie Mint in reply.) 
The silver currency at home is maintained in a healthy condition though the agency of the Bank of 

England, which. withdraws from circulation the worn and defaced coins, and ·serids them into the Mint for 
recoinage, receiving also and sending into circulation the new coin. It is possible, as suggested by the 
Colonial Treasurer, that the Imperial Government might be induced to extend similar benefits to this 
Colony, in which case the presence of a branch of the Royal Mint mig]1t perhaps be considered to afford 
facilities such as are obtained in London through the Bank of England.-C.E., 28 1 8 I 69. 

(No. 3.-Lord Belmore's Minute 1tpon tlie same.) 
The Colonial Treasm-er.-Shall I make any application home ?-B., 28 I 8 I 69. 

( No. 4._:._T!te Colonial T1·easu7'er's reply.). 
I shall be glad if His Excellency will make an· application to the Imperial Government to send to the 

Colony sufficient silver coin to replace that now in circulation which is worn and defaced.-S.S., 31 I 8 J 69. 



(No. 129.) 

l\b LORD, 

-·41 ,., ... 

No. 2. 
The Earl of Belmore to the Secreta_ry of State for the Colonies. 

Government House, Sydney, 3rd Septemb~r, 1869. 

I HAVE the honor to inform your Lordship that, in a- communication dated the 27th ultimo, the 
Colonial Treasurer informed .me that co~11laint has·. be.en made to him, by the Commercial Banking 
Company of this city, in: reference to the state of the silver currency in this Colony, " coins at present in 
circulation being represented as to a considerable extent worn out and defective."'. 

2. Mr. Samuel at· the same ·time enclosed (forwarded herewith) specimens left with him by the Pi,..•shilllng 

secretary of the bank, tog!lther w.ith others taken from the Treasury chest; and he was given to understand t:rr·crown 
that." shopkeepers and others find it difficult to pass silver coin similarly worn out and defaced, which it r~1~iung piece, 
is stated bears a large proportion to that of legible impressions and recent dates." . .A. sixpence. ·· · 

, · · 3. Mr. Samuel further observes that "the renovation by the Mint authorities of the copper currency 
has already been attended with the best results; and inasmuch as the condition of the silver currency seems 
to warrant the complaints that have been made with reference to it, it would appear that the time has 
·arrived when the same might be improved with advantage by the introduction of a supply of new coin of 
the respective denominations." · ' · 

•· 4. Upon the receipt of this letter I drew the attention of the Deputy Master of the Mint to it, who 
has furnished me with the following Report:- , 

"The silver currency at home is m~intained in a healthy condition through the agency of the_ 
Bank of England, which withdraws from circulation the worn and defaced coins, and sends 
them into the :Mint for re-coinage, receiving also and sending into circulation the new coin. 
It is possible, ,as suggested by the Colonial Treasurer, that the Imperial Government mio-ht 
be induced to extend-similar benefits to this Colony, in which case the presence of a bra~ch 
of the -Royal Mint niight perhaps be considered to afford facilities such as are obtained in 
London through·the Bank of England." 

5. I have communicated the Deputy Master's Report to the Colonial Treasurer, who has now 
requested me "to make application to the Imperial Government to send to the Colony sufficient silver coin 
to-replace that now in circulation which is worn and defaced." - . 

I have, &c., 
BELMORE. 

No. 3. 

Th'e Ea1·l'of Belmore to .tlte Secretm;y oj State Jor the Colonies. 

(No~ 160.) 

MY Lonn, 
Government House, Sydney, 18th October, 1869. 

WITH reference-to my ·Despatch, No. 129, of ·3rd September, 1869, I have the honor to enclose a 
.paragraph extracted from the Empire newspaper of the 14th instant, showing the public inconveuience 
experienced here by the present defaced and worn state of the silver coinage. 

I have, &c., 
BELMORE. 

°[Enclosure in No, 3.] 
-EXTJ:,,A GT from Empire, 14th. October, 1869. 

··" Muc1i inconvenience has already been•felt.at the refusal on the. pa,rt of some of our public institutions to accept shillings, 
half-crowns, and sixpences that have become smooth through constant use. At the Post Office the official~ object to the 
coinage to a greater extent than anywhere else; but at some of the Banks and other public places of business the silver is 

· strictly scrutinised, and objections are often taken to what is tendered. The places of worship have perhaps been the greatest 
sufferers as yet by the halt in the circulation of silv:er. _At S_t, Andrew's cathedral, we are informed, the churchwardens are in 
possession of many pounds' worth of silver, received upon the plate, which· cannot be put into circulation ; and other chm·ches 
and chapels have in all likelihood been similarly enriched. There is no doubt that something should be at once done to prevent 
the inconvenience which the stoppage of a large amount of: the -silver circulation will otherwise be productive of. The dit·ectors 
of public institutions and others who refuse to take CUI'rent coin because it is much worn, act, in our opinion, in a most unwise 
and censurable manner. There can be no doubt means will be taken at no distant date to retire the overuse/1 coins without loss 
to the holders; and until al'l'angements are made for that purpose all ord_inary coin onght to pass current. 

"We believe that much of the pr~sent inconvenience is occasioned by a number of designing pm::sons who offer to take the 
·worn shillings at· ninepence each, and other coins at a proportionate value. If this kiud of thing is promoted by the over

, .scrupulousness of the Banks iu taking, worn coin, much fraud will. eventuate from it. Those. unscrupulous individuals who buy 
at nin~pence will ever be attempting to. quit at twel vepence, and thus the unwary will be victimised. All respectable business 

, people ought to discountenace these things, and continue to take a~ usual all coins not clipped or defaced plll'posely, but reduced 
by ordinary wear.' The Government Offices in particular. should not set an example which may serve the ends of dishonest 
people and lead to much public inconvenience," 



3rd December, 
]869. 
10th January, 
1870, 

No. ·4:. 

(No, 6.) 
Tlie Secretary of State for tlte Colonies to the Earl of Belmore. 

MY LORD, 
Downing-street, 24tli Janua_ry, 1870.: 

· I HAYE to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship's Despatches, No. 129, 
No. 160, of 18th October, representing the inconvenience caused in New South 
state of the silver coinage. 

of 3rd September, and: 
Wales by the defaced 

I directed ·your Despatches to be referred to the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury ; and I 
transmit to you, for your information, a copy of a Report which their Lordships have communicated to 
this Department from the Deputy Master of the Mint, with a copy of the instructions which they have 
addressed to the Bank of England. 

I have, &c., 
GRANVILLE. 

[Enclosures in No. 4.] 

Mr. FREEMANTLE to the Secretary to the TreaSUT1J. 

Royal Mint, 3rd December, 1869. 
Sm, 

IN returning the letters from the Bank of England and the Coloma! Office refe1~·ed to this Department by yom: orders of the 
20th and 26th ultimo, I have the honor to make the following observations:-

Both the Commercial Bank of Sydney and the Governor of New South Wales prefer a request that the Imperial Government 
will supply that Colony with silver coins in exchange for the existing silver CUl'rency, which has become much worn by use; and 
I would submit that, as no authority has been given to the branch of the Royal llfint at Sydney to coin silver, a supply of silver 
money from this country offers the only means of reintegrating the silver cun·ency of the Col'lny, and that the Bank of England 
should be authorised therefore.to receive silver coin on the application of the Agents for the Government of New South Wales 
on the same conditions as those under which it receives it from persons resident in this country. ' 

The 1;esult of this al'l'angement will no doubt be to increase the Joss incurred by the Imperial Government on the receipt 
.of worn silver, which now amounts to £15,000 a year, 

One point_ of difference is to be noticed between the application of the Government of New South Wales and that of the 
Commercial Bank of Sydney. The former requests that sufficient silver coin may be " sent to the Colony to replace that which 
is now in circulation," whereas the latter suggests that " as it would not he worth the trouble and expense of shipping the worn 
coinage from the Colony, merely to exchange it for the cul'l'ent silver circulation of this country, two or three thousand pounds 
monthly in new silver should be supplied" for the use of the Colony. . 

Upon this point I would remark that it would be difficult, if not impossible, for the Bank of England to guarantee tliat 
new coin shall in all cases be given in exchange for WOl'Il silver; and I submit that, while granting the Colony the same 
privileges as those enjoyed by the home community, the Imperial Government should not restrict the cliscretion of the Bank 
of England as to whether the silver issued by them for transmission to Sydney should or should not consist entirely of new coins. 

I am, &c., 
C. W. FREEllIANTLE. 

Mr. LAW to t11e Governor and Deputy Governor of the Bank of England, 
.20,089. 

Tremury Chambers, 10th January, 1870. 
GENTLEMEN, 

THE Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury have had before them yom• letter of the 30th October last, enclosing 
. a copy of a communication received from the London Manager of the Commercial Bank of Sydney, enquiring whether the Bank 
of England would receive £1000 or £2000 monthly in worn silver coins to be withdrawn from circulation in New South Wales, 
w1d give in exchange an equal amount in new silver coin, 

In reply, I am to acquaint you that it appears to their Lordships to ,be desirable that the usual facilities for the exchange 
of worn and light silver coins should be afforded to the agents of the Australian Banks who may present at the Bank of England 
such worn or light silver for exchange (the Bank or the Colonial Government undertaking the cost of its transport to and from 
the Colony), but that their Lordships must leave it to your convenience to supply the applicants with new coin, or with old coin 
legally cmTent. 

I am, &c., 
WM. LAW. 

No. 5. 

Mi11ute of tlte- Colonial Treasure1·. 

REFERRING to the Despatch from the Secretary of State for the Colonies, No. 6, of 24th January last, 
and its enclosures, on the subject of replacing defaced coin in this Colony, I desire to call attention to the 
fact that it is not therein stated that the request made by the Government of this Colony, through me, on 
the 27th August, 1869, will be complied with; and I would again respectfully urge the necessity of some 
steps being taken to obviate the serious inconvenience felt by the public here, owing to the depreciated 
condition of the silver coins in circulation. What really is required is that, as in the case of the copper 
coinage, a supply of perfect coins should.be sent to replace those in circulation, which cannot be otherwise 
withdrawn. · · 
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· • ·. · The .application ·ofthe·.Commercial _Bank ·of Sydn~y;. me~ti~nedi 'in the;Despatcb; was· not· mad~ with 
myknowledge;· · ·· · .·· · · · .. · .. · .. :, ... :··.,. ', .: .:i_,:,·· .•; · 

. ,, , i . -.,. . r • . • • •· , ., '\ 

. I shall feel_ obliged if His Excellency the Governor. will renew my request'; of August :iru:it, Jo the 
J:i_nperial authorities by the outgoing mail. 

SAUL, SAMUEL. 
25th. Marek, 1870 •. 

No. 6. 

The Earl of Belmore to the Secretary qf State for the Colonies. 

(No. 45.) .. 

1\{y· Lonn, 
, Government House~ Sydney, 25th March, 1870. 

I HAVE the honor to.acknowledge the receipt of. yom- Lordship's Despatch, No. 6, of 24th January, 
1870, in reply to my application, at the instance of the Colonial· Treasurer, to the Imperial Government_ 
for a supply of silver coin to be sent out to this Colony. · 

2. Mr. Samuel does not consider that the arrangements proposed by Mr. Freemantle would meet the -. 
necessities of the case, and has forwarded to me a minute paper, which I beg to enclose, in which he 
1·enews the request made by him in the first instance. 

I have, &c., 
BELMORE. 

APPENDIX' H. 

POSTAL AND TELEGRAPHIC COMMUNICATION.WITH.GREAT BRITAIN. 

CORRESPONDENCE: relating to the Postal Communication with, England via Batavia and 
Torres Straits, also via Nero Zealand and San Francisco; and Telegraphic · Communication wit!,,:' 
Great Britain via Java. 

The Colonial Secretary,-Nerv Soutli Wales; to tlie Colonial Sem·etarjJ, Queensland • . 

(177.) 
. ' ' 

Srn, 
Colonial Secretary's Office, Sydney, 30th August, 1869. 

I HAVE the honor to inform you that, as soon. as practicable after my return from your Colony, r 
brought under the consideration of my colleagues the particulars of my conference with you on the subject 
of the adoption of a postal line of communication with England via Batavia, per Tol'l'es Straits; ·and I 
now beg to forward to you the copy of Resolutions on the-subject, which it is suggested you should submit 
to yom- Parliament. • 

· 2. Should ·your Parliament adopt these Resolutions, it is· the intention of 'this Govemment to submit 
similar ,Resolutions to the Parliament of this Colony. 

· 3. It has, as you will observe, been deemed advisable that the Resolutions should be comparatively. 
open in their terms, in order that the arrangements to be adopted thereunder maybe capable of modification,· 
to meet future contingencies; 

I have; &c., 
JOHN ROBERTSON. 

[ Enclosure.] 
(M. 16,790.) 

,THAT this House is of opinion that it is. desirable that the Government of this.Colony should forthwith -enter into negotiations' 
to'obtain the establishment of a monthly line of _mail communication with _England via Batavia, by ~he Torres Straits route, on the: 

_following basis, namely :- · 
1st. Th~t the dates of arrival and departure be so aITanged-having regard to those·ofthe Suez line-as thl!,t the two 

· · lines practically ensure fortnightly communication. · · · · · - · 
· 2nd. That mails be delivered of!' Bowen, and off Gladstone, and at the Pilot Station at Cape Moretou; oft' the two f<;>rmer : 

· places, however, only when boats are ready to receive the mails without causing delay. ' •. 
-3rd. That the Australian terminu5 of the line be at Sydney9 
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4*~ That .t~e cost ,of th~ service be,paid. by. ,Now ,Soutl,i.Wal_es; Queensla!Jd, and. New Ze.al:md,, in the-proportion of.three
. . sixths by New South Wal'es,"tw<i-sixths by Queensland, and one-sixth by Now Zealand; imd·that the whole cos~.t~ 

Queensland do not exceed £20,000 per annum. · · 
5t~. Th~t the expense of a coaling station at Cape York be a charge on the.service. . 
0th. That .N ~'w ·south w ~~s; Qu;e~iand; ~nd N 8~ Zealand' be released f,;om ·a~y 

0

payin!)nt, in the way of subsidy or• 
. otq~rwiso, in connection with the Suez line; and that an amicable arrangement ·bo. made between· N cw Soiitlr 

Wales,.Queonsland, and New Zealand, on the one part, and Victoria, South Australia, and Tasmania, on the other, 
to the effect that New South Wales, Queensland, and Now Zealand bear the expense of the Northern lino, and; 
Victoria, South Australia, and Tasmania, that of the Suez line; and that they mutually aid in working the two 
lines as a fortnightly service for Australia.generally.. . 

7th. That New Zealand have the option of taking and delivering its mails either at Sydney or at Cape Moreton, as mar 
prove most convenient. 

25th .August, 1869. 

T_he Colonial. Secretar!f, New South Wales, to the Colonial Secretary, New Zealand. 

Sin, 
Colonial Secretary's Office, Sydney, 28th September, 1869; 

· I HAVE, the honor to forward herewith,.for the_,inform,ation and, consideration of your Government; 
copies of a correspondence which has· passed on the· subject of a p1;oposed arrange·ment between New: 
South Wales and Queensland, in which also the participation 'of' your Colony· is invited, with respect to 
po~tµ,l _communication with- E:ngland via Batavia, by way of Torres .Straits. 

._ . . . . , . 

I- have··&c. 
' . ' .. ' 

· JOHN ROBERTSON~ 

The Colonial Secretary, New Zealand, to the Colonial Secreta1y, Nem South Wales. 

Sin, 
Colonial, Sec1·eta1·y's Office, Wellington, 20th Octobei·, 1869. 

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. M. 16,796, of the 28th ultimo, 
enclosing copies of a correspondence. with. the Government of Queensland as to postal communication with 
England via Batavia, by way of Torres Straits : and_ in reply to state that, as the ocean postal service 
between.Australasia and. Eur.ope is one. of. the subjects to. be discussed at the approac~1ing Conference, 
yondetter .will be communicated to· the New Zealand, delegates. . · 

I have, &c., 
W. GISBORNE. 

Telegram fr.om the Co,loni.al. Secretary,. New. South Wales, to the Colonial Treastt1·e1· and Commissioner 
of Customs, New Zealand,-11:lelbourne. 

4th Novemb-er; 1869. 
· I REGRET that we· have been disappointed in our hope of having representatives of other Colonies; 

:here, but. that there are, I .think, matters of sufficient importance in which New Zealand and New South 
Wales are mutually interested, to make it quite worth your while, and that of Dr. Knight, to come.on to. 
S~m~ . . 

Telegra1n from tlte Colonial Treasurer, New-Zealand, to tlte Colonial Secretary, New South Wales. 

11:lelbourne, l8tli November, 1869~ 
. ExPLANA,TION. concerning delay in answering your• telegram, have forwarded in letter to you by 

mailto-day. We purpose leaving.for Sydney next week. · 

Delegates of t!te New Zealand Government to the Colonial Secreta1·y, New South Wales. 

Melbom·ne, 18th November, 1869. 
Sin, . 

WE have delayed replying to your telegram, in which you invited us to proceed to Sydney, as we 
considered that it was desirable to again request the Government of Victoria to take a part in the Con
ference. They delayed coming to a· decision for nearly a fortnight. 

It was only two days since that the decision was announced to us in a letter, copy of which we 
attach. We also send you copy of memoran.dum witli which. we furnished _the Government here. You 
~ill observe that we suggested some new subjects, but which we .venture to think you will consider 
1mportant, 
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We propose to proceed to Sydney nerl week, say 'after the arrival_ of _the English mail, iqt wilJ be 
eQlivenient' to.you·:to-'c.orlfer with !Us :then. · We 'believe, · coli.cerniµg ·sever1;1l' of· tp.e 'subjects :s·e~ for~h }.n ·th!', 
:riiefuorandum, ·that :New' South W.ales ap.d.'N ew·~ealand ,'ni\l,y t;ike jpint ac{idn_ ;with. great ,advarit;ige; 'an,<J' 
we sha'.ll'be glad to ceinen't the 'frienaly· ·r~latiori.s 'between tlj.e ·two .Coloµi~~- Y, <;iii ·may_'.tl:iinldt ·deslra:ble _ 
to invite the attendance of representatives from Queensland, Tasmania, and South Australia, or any one or 
more of them, but we would rather not express iin opinion '.on this point, leaving it entirely to your 
discretion. · · · · · · 

'We'have, &c., 

- [ENcLosu'itES.] 

:JULIUS VOGEL. 
·.cjI,4:RL~S ' KNIUJI'.l\-

The 'Chief ··Secretaey; Tl(ictoria, ,to the :Delegates .of the ·New Zetil~nd·Government. 

Chwj Secretary's Office, Melbourne, 16th JVovember, .1~69. 
GENTLEMEN, ' ' , •' ' O 

I HAVE•the •honor to acknowledge:the receipt.of .your•memorandum, setting 'forth the subjects 'it is proposed-to discussJ:it' 
the Intercolonial Conference. 

,After:due consideration, I have the honer to inform you the Cabinet does not think it desirable to send a delegate to the 
Conference, as it is doubtful whether any advantage could result from it; but we shall be happy -to jdin in any ·corresponde:nc,i
rega1·ding matters of interest to the Colonies generally. 

I have, &c., 
JOHN M'PHERSON. 

MEMORA.NDUU. _ 

. Intercolonial Free Trade. 
There should -be p.o reason why the Colonies should be prevented from entering into arrangements for the interchange• 

duty.free, 'of various articles produced or. manp.factured within their limits. For a long while the Canadian P!!,rl,iip:nent has 
passed Acts authorising the Govemor in Council to remit the duties on articles 'the growth, prbductfon,.and manufacture of other_ 
British American Colonies, also to do the same with respect to certain goods from the United States. The first :is a case. 
precisely analogous to the proposal to allow the A ust:ralasian group of Colonies to make similar provision for mutual interchange ; 
the second points to the feasibility of the original pu·rpose ·of tlie Co:ilfe.re:rice. · 

The making an arrangement with. the United States for -the ·,free, admission of wool the p1·oduction of the Austi:alasian 
Colonies. · 

· It is not necessary to· point out the advantages to the Colonies which would arise from such an arrangement. It would 
equally suit the United States, the manufactories of which frequently languish on account of the difficulty of obtaining suitable 
wool. A reciprocity treaty is now being arranged between America and Canada. Why should not _,4.ustralia participate, or have· 
power to make one on her own account 1 To show that Canada's right to enter into reciprocal armngements has been recognis!Jd, 
it may be mentioned that when, at the instance. of the United S.tates, the former reciprocity· treaty with Canada came to an end,_ 
delegates from the British American Colonies, at the instance of the Imperial Govemment, and in some cases with the aid of one of 
Her Majesty's vessels, visited various countries, British and -foreign, for- the_ purpose of ascertaining _what, if any, reciprocal 
arrangements for the benefit of trade might be made to replace the loss of trade which it was anticipated.would follow the terrilinl!,tion 
of the treaty with the States. Probably the Australasian Colonies might from time to tiine find it beneficial to· enter into re'ciprociff 
arrangements with other countries, such for instance as the South American States, Califomia, New Caledonia;.and the. South Sea 
Islands, and India, as also with some of the older countries. At any rate the Colonies should not have less power in the mattei; thari 
Canada has hitherto possessed, and, it is believed, still possesses. 

Ocean Postal -Services. 
It is impossible to surmise how far .th~ Colonies are prepared to come to an understanding on this question. New Zealand is 

v,ery anxious to see a connection with California established. 

Telegraphic Communication with Europe. 
This subject demands immediate. attention. The Colonies, whatever is done, should act promptly. Thi/ telegrapl1 lines in the 

Colonies are in the hands of the respective Governments. Tlie· Imperial country lias lately seen the wisdom of following the 
:iame course. Why should the line to connect Great Britain, India, and Australasia be permitted to pass into private hands? 
Essentially the line is one concerning which it is unwise to grant a monopoly. It is undesirable that the cost of inter-communi
cation should be taxed with the profits of a private undertaking. Why should not the Imperial country, India, and the Australian 
Colonies jointly construct the line 1 The cost to them would be comparatively trifling. Great Britain could raise the money, 
and an ~nnual charge might be made, exclusive or inclusive of a redemption or sinking fund. The arrangement would nqt be. 
more difficult in its details than the settlement of the annual subsidy to the Suez line. · 

Telegraphic Union between the Colonies. 
Experience shows that a u11iform rate of telegraphic charge is highly advantageous. If the Colonies would agree to a unifoi·ni 

rate, it would be easy, desirable, aud profitable· for them to determine that telegrams from any one Colony should run through the 
others without extra cost. A similar arrangement prevails in respect to letters, although the can·iage ofletters from the sea-coast 
inland is really a costly matte1•. But the transmission- of a-message -cost:s comparatively nothing. A union, such as is suggested, 
would infallibly enormously increase the telegraphic business in all the Colonies. 

Investment of English Trust Funds in Colonial. Sec.urities. 
When trustees act under instruments which do not expr~ssly exclude or include certain securities, their discretion as to 

investment is stil!"limited. They may invest in securities guaranteed by Parliament, in securities authorised by general order of 
,Court of Chancery, in Parliamentary stocks, 01· public funds, 01· Government secmities. Recently authority has been given 'to' 
jnvest in Indian unguaranteed stocks. Proposed that representations should be made to enable trustees at their option to invest i1,1 
.colonial secul'ities. There are immense amounts of trust funds at home, awaiting investment. The permission would raise thiJ°, 
-value of colonial secin;ities, and in·numerous cases be hil{hly advantageous to trustees and the intei·csts they represent. · 

Admission of barristers and solicitors of any Colony to practise in other Colonies, and an Australasian __ Court &f Appeal, anf 
,comity oflaws, Subjects worthy of discussion, though for the present probably little can be done concerning them. . · 



.Appreliension of Ojfende'l's. 
. . Immediate measures are reqclred to facilitate the apprehe~sion of offenders when they. pass. from tile Colony which is the sceno 
()f ,their offences.to some_ other Colony. In connection with this subject, it is worthy of consideration. whether it might not be well. 
for t1:1~ Colonies jointly to· maintain a small detective .force, say of from. ton to twel vo, . to keep a watch on the criminal_ population 
:ffoafuig from Colony to Colony, and to afford information concerning the same •. 

Uniformity qf Statistics. 
A great deal of the usefulness of the elaborate statistics of the various Colonies is impail;ed through the want of uniformity as to, 

tbemode of their preparation •. Proposed that a uniform system be adopted. · 

Pro_hibition of E:cport of Arms and Ammunition to Soutli Sea Islands. 
_ There is reason to think that arms and ammunition exported from the different Colonies to South Sea Islands find their way to 

New Zealand. In the interest of civilised humanity, even though in some quarters inconvenience might be the result, a check 
should be interposed to indiscriminate exportation. . · 

Relief of Distressed Seamen. 
A subject arising from a circular despatch from the Secretary of State for the Colonies. 

Naval Defence. 
A suggestion of Mr. Fitzherbert's (late Colonial Treasurer of Xew Zealand) that some understanding should be come to 

lietween the mother country and the Colonies for the maintenance, at joint expense, of a navai force. 

· The general subject of the relati~ns between the mother country and the Colonies will crop up in the consideration of mruiy 
of the questions already referred to, but it would be well to make it also the subject of special and separate discussion. 

Melbourne, 10th November,_ 1869. 

JULIUS VOGEL. 
CHARLES KNIGHT. 

Telegmm from the Colonial Secretary, New Soutli Wales, to the Delegates of the New Zealand 
Government, .1.r.1 elbourne. 

· 25th Novembm·, 1869. 
. SHALL be glad if you will come on, but have no hope of any oth'er Colony being represented than New 
Zealand and New South Wales. 

c.· KNIGHT, Esq., Delegate of tlie New ·zealand Gove1·nment, to · t!te Colonial Secretary, Nero Soutli 
Wales. 

Sydney, 14th Dece1nbe1·, 1869. 
Sm, 

I HAVE the honor to forward the more important papers on some of the subjects which it is proposed 
to bring under the consideration of the Government of New South Wales. 

I and Mr. Vogel will be much obliged if you would appoint an early day to consider the whole of the 
matters which were to have been brought under discussion at a Conference for the mutual benefit of the 
group of Australian Colonies and New Zealand. 

We have also to request that you would forward to us any pa1rnrs on the above matters which you 
may think it desirable to submit for our information. 

I have, &c., 
·cHARLES KNIGHT. 

The Colonial Secretary, New South Wales, to C. KNIGHT, Esq., Delegate of the New Zealand 
Government, Sydney. 

Colonial Sec1·etary's Office, Sydney, IOtli Janua1·y, 1870. 
Sm 

'I HAVE the honor to return herewith, in compliance with your personal request, the papers transmitted 
in your letter of the 14th ultimo having reference to certain subjects which you 1Jro110sed to bring under 
the consideration of this Government. 

"i have, &c., 
.JOHN ROBERTSON. 

The Colonial Secreta1·y, New South Wales, to the Colonial Secretary, Queensland. 

(6.) Colonial Sec1·etary' s Office, 
Sydney, New Soutli Wales, 7th January, 1870. 

SIR, . 
· I HAVE the honor to forward the accompanying Memorandum of Agreement, with enclosm·es, in· 

reference to telegraphic communication between the Australian <?olonies and Great Britai? via Java, and a 
submarine cable to connect the Colony of New South Wales with New Zealand, determmed upon by me 
with the Postmaster-General of New 'Zealand and yourself, which is now complete. 



:.4,7 

2. It will be observed th~t great advantage has. :-been ·.gained by .the· introduction of the Colony of 
New Zealand into the telegraphic scheme for conn~cting Australia with Europe, via Queensland, not only 
by reducing the responsibility of New Sotith Wales and Queensland by one-third, or, in round numbers, 
£6000 per annum, but by bringing the _New Zealand telegraphic business over the land lines of New South 
Wales and Queensland; in consideration of which it is proposed to divide the annual liability chargeable 
on the New Zealand s1:1bmarine cable-in-thefollowing proportions;viz.:-

,_, ', ....... ' .. ' ........ ·- .. 
New Zealand •..•.•......•. ~ ••.•......................• 5-fonths. 

3-tenths. 
2-tenths. 

New South Wales ......•....... ~ ; .•. · . • ••. ~- ~ ............ . 
Queensland .• · ...•.••••• ~ .. ~ ..... _. -• .•.•• · •....•....•..••.• 

3. This; ·of· course, if adopted, will .involve a modification of the arrangement agreed upon m the 
Memorandum.dated 6th-October, 1869.- • · · · · ·. 

4. When approved by your Cabinet, I shall be glad to be informed thereof without delay. 

I have, &c., 

JOHN ROBERTSON. 

P .S.-I am glad to say that, at a meeting of the Cabinet, held this day, the enclosed Memorandum 
was approved.7""J OHN R. . · · 

:Jr!EMORANIJUM concerning Telegrap!tic Communication between Australia, New Zealand, and Great Britain. 

J st. That it is desirable that New Zealand should co-operate with New South Wales. and Queensland to promote
the establishment of Telegraphic Communication between Australia and Great-Britain, -via -Java; and between New·· 
Zealand and• Australia.· • • - • · · · · · . · . · · ·. · · ·. 

2nd. That New Zealand join New South Wales and Queensland in their provincial arrangement for Telegraphic· 
Communication with Java, ·beating date 6th October, 1869, and annexed hereto; each· Colony agreeing to bear equal 
proportions of the ~arantee· th~1'.ei~ mentioned. · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 

3rd. That the_ :c<:>~6n~es· of N:~'"· Sou~h Wales, New Zealand, and Queensl~rid jpfntly. uncl~r.ti~e to gua~antee a 
subsidy of eighteen thousan~_poµo,ds _annually for the construction of a Cable _b!ltW!l!ln _the .Colonies of N!lw South 
Wales and New Zealand, in the.proportion of' New Zealand five-tenths, New South Wales.three-.tenths, and Queensland 
two-tenths. . ................ _ . . . . . . . . _ , . 

4th. In the event of any oftheothe1, Colonies being admitted into these arrangements,-that their contributions shall 
be appropriated: in diminution of the liabilities of the three Colonies herein mentioned, · · · · · · · · · · · · 

5th. That Victoria, South Australia, and Tasmania be invited to join in these proposals; but should they, or any 
of them decline to ,do so, :Ne-1v South Wales, New Zealand, and Queensland pledge· theruselv_es_to c_arrY: ~hem out. 

6th. Tl1e scale of charges ove1' the land lines of the various Colonies not to exceed the p1'eserit" 1;ates; as per schedule 
attached. . T~e~e bei~g ·n_o ·fixed. rat~from the southern boundary of_ q_ueensland _ to the p;ropos_ed; <Jable at the Gulf of 
Carpentarm, 1t _1s agreed_ that the pnce shall not exceed ten (10) sh1llmgs for ten.(10) _words:-:-s1gnature and.address
free-provided that _ip. no case .in any_ of the Colonies shall the charge be greater than. the. current.rates for the time 
being. 

7th. Each contracting Colony to enjoy equally with other contracting Colonies-all rights with respect to fixing or 
altering the Tariff, -precedence of Government and urgent messages, and all other rights; -powers, and privileges
enjoyed by the contracting Colonies; and it is hereby expressly stipulated that the interpretation -to be put upon any 
doubtful point in this· Memorandum shall be in the direction of overcoming all obstacles in ·the way of bringing the-
Colonies into close and- friendly-relations· with each other. · · · · · · · · · · 

8th. That copies of this Memorandum be transmitted to the Colonies of Victoria, South_ Australia, and Tasmania, 
in the hope that thet :wm _become P!lrties to it. _ . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

9th. This M erricirandum_ tq' .Q~·cori_sidered provisional, and subject to the approval of Parliameiit in each contracting 
Colony; and in the event of Parliament not sanctioning it, the arrangement to be nnll and void •.. 

10th. The views emboilied in this l\Iemorandum it is agreed by the Honorable John Robertson, of New Soutli 
Wales, the Honorable Julius Vogel, of New Zealand, and the Honorable Charles Lilley, of Queensland, shall be 
submitted to their respective Cabinets for approval. 

Sydney, 6th January, 1870. 

JOHN ROBERTSON. 
JULIUS VOGEL. 
CHAHLES KNIGHT. 

For CHARLES LILLEY, 
(By his authority-JOHN RoBEiRTSON.) 
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NEW ZEALAND TELEGRAPH CHARGES. 

ORDINARY T.ELEGB:.UIS. 

From ·any Station to _any Station. 

For the first Ten words .. ~.•~.• ...•• ~ .•...••.... ~-· ...•.... 11 ••••••••••••••••• 

For every additional Five words, or fraction of Five words •••••••••• , •••• , • , ._ 

P~ESS TELEGR'.A:MS, · · 

Fro"m any 'station to any Siatio1z~ - . 

s. d. 
2 6 
0 6 

For the first Ten words .......... ; ••• , •••••• _ .... -••.• ~.................... 1 6 
For every additional Ten words, or fraction of Ten words •• _ ••••••••••• •••.... 0 6 

TELEGRAPHIC INFORMATION. 

SYDNEY OFFICE. 

Open to 9 o'clock P.M. Messages sent after 6 o'clock P.M. charged 50 per-ceiit. extra. 

From Sydney to-

SCALE OF CHARGES. 

Ten 
words. 

Every 
extra 
ivord. 

llfilcs. From Sydmey to- Ten 
words. 

Every 
extra 
word. 

-1------·--------•------ ----1---------------1-1----
285 
380 
200 

·367 
554 
122 
255 
325 

88 
331 
185 
231 
34 

221 
296 
472 
165 
251 
283" 
613 
240 
432 
125 
612 
360 
~65 
80 

520 
383 
89 

359 
320 
22 

142 
140 
115 
196 
272 

Adelong ..................... . 
Albury ............... _. ...... . 
Araluen ..••• ..•...•• ·•• •••• •• 
Armidale .................... . 
Balranald .................. .. 
Bathurst ..................... . 
Bega ...................... .. 
Bendemeer ..... , .•...••.••.••. 
Berrima .•......• •· ••••••.•••. 
Bombala ................... .. 
Braidwood ................... . 
Bm·rowa ..................... . 
Campbelltown .. .. .. .. •• " ... . 
Cassilis ••••••••.•••••••• • ••• -• 
Coo1:11:1 . : .............. ~ ..••.. 
Deniliqmn ................... . 
Denman .................... .. 
Dubbo ••••••••••••••.•••••••• 
Eden ........................ . 
Euston ............ · .......... . 
Forbes ..................... , .. 
Glen Innes ................ ; ••• 
Goulburn ·•····•·•••• ·••••• •. 
Grafton ..................... . 
Grenfell .................... .. 
Gundagai ••••••••••••••.•••••• 
Hartley ••••• : ....... -•• _ ..... .. 
Hay ........................ .. 
I nverell •••• .--••••••••••••••••. 
Kiama ...................... . 
Kiandra ...... · ............... ; 
Kyamba ..................... . 
Liverpool ...................... . 
l\Iaitland, East ............... . 
1\Iaitland, West ....... , ....... . 
l\Iarulan .................... .. 
Merriwa ...••• ..•••..•. •·••• •. 
Merimbula ................... . 

s. d. 
4 0 
4 0 
3 6 
4 0 
4 0 
3 0 
4 0 
4 0 
2 6 
4 0 
3 6 
3 6 
2 0 
4 0 
4 0 
4 0 
3· 0 
4 0 
4 0 
5 0 
3 6 
4 0 
3 0 
4 0 
4 0 
4 0 
2 6 
4 0 
4 0 
3 0 
4 0 
4 0 
2 0 
3 6 
3 0 
3 0 
3 6 
4 0 

s. d. 
0 3 
0 3 
0 3 
0 3 
0 3 
·o 3 
0 3 
0 3 
0 2 
0 3 
0 3 
0 3 
0 2 
0 3 
0 3 
0 3 
0 3 
0 3 
0 3 
0 3 
0 3 
0 3 
0 3 
0 3 
0 3 
0 3 
0 2 
0 3 
0 3 
0 3 
0 3 
0 3 
0 2 
0 3 
0 3 
0 3 
0 3 
0 3 

515 
141 
198 
518 

76 
216 
200 
240 

78 
162 
160 
14 
33 
56 

ll8 
190 
92 
37 

215 
166 
152 

7 
175 
297 
487 
299 
386 
357 
310 
198 
835 
33 
55 

101 
64 

200 
330 

Moama ••··••••• .••••.•.• •••• 
Morpeth ...................... . 
1\foruya ..................... . 
Moulamein ..•• o •• • ••• .-•••••• 

1\{ount Victoria •• ••••••••.•..•• 
Mudgee •••••••••••••••••••••• 
l\Iuswellbrook ................ . 
Murrurundi ...••..•••••.•.•.. 
Nattai ...................... . 
Newcastle ................... . 
Orange ..................... .. 
Parramatta .................. . 
Penrith .................. ., .. . 
PiCton ......•.•••••..•..••••. 
Port Stephens ............... .. 
Queanbeyan .................. . 
Raymond Terrace •••••••••••••• 
Richmond ................... . 
Scone .....•••..••••.•.••••.•• 
Singleton .................. .. 
Sofala ...•••••••••••••••.••.. 
South Head ••......• , •••• .•.. 
Tambaroora •••.••• , ..•.••.•.. 
Tam,vorth .•.•.•..••.••••••••. 
Tenterfield ................... . 
•rumut ...................... . 
Urana ................... ; ... . 
Uralla ...................... . 
Wagga Wagga .............. .. 
Wellington ................... . 
Wentworth ................. .. 
Windsor .••.••••••..•••••••••. 
Wiseman's Fer1·y ••••• ; •••••••• 
Wollombi .................. .. 
Wollongong ••••••. · .... , ..... . 
Yass ........................ . 
-Young ..................... .. 

s. d. 
4 0 
3 0 
4 0 
4 0 
2 6 
3 6 
3 0 
3 6 
2 6 
3 0 
3 0 
1 0 
2 0 
2 6 
3 0 
3 6 
3 0 
2 0 
3 0 
3 0 
3 0 
1 0 
3 6 
4 0 
4 0 
4 0 
4 0 
4 0 
4 0 
4 0 
5 0 
2 0 
2 6 
2 6 
2 6 
3 6 
4 0 

s. d. 
0 
0 
0 3 
0 3 
0 2 
0 3 
0 3 
0 3 
0 2 
0 3 
0 3 
0 I 
0 2 
0 2 
0 3 
0 3 
0 3 
0 2 
0 3 
0 3 
0 3 
0 I 
0 3 
0 3 
0 3 
0 3 
0 3 
0 3 
0 3 
0 3 
0 3 
0 2 
0 2 
0 2 
0 2 
0 3 
0 3 

Postmasters at places in the Colony of New South Wales at wl1ich there are no Telegraph Stations, are authorised to 
receive and to forward messages by post to the nearest Telegraph Stations, and to collect a fee of 10d. on each message so 
tr~mitted, in addition to the 01·dinary telegraph charges, such fee being levied in order to defray the cost of postage, remune
rat10n to postmasters, &c. 



S C A LE O F C H A R G ~ S. 

QUEENSLAND. 

, "l I' ,, 

B1·isbane. Lytton. Cleveland. JJunwich. Pilot Gape 
Station, Moreton, 

Goodna. . Ipsipich, Helidon, Toowoomba. JJraytoi}, W:arwick. 

STA'rION. 

., ,. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~o~ ~ , ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
~ o - - -~ ·i:; o . El o . o 
... I!! ~ i I!! I!= I!= I!= I!= I!= :~ 
~ 00 d ~ ~ rn f ui f fn ·= t'n . ·a, rn· c3 a; a, .,!1 ~ ul cd 
h '"C -e . ....,, rc, ...., "'O ~ "C ~ "t:, h "E· b '"C b -....,, ...., "t:1: · ~ 

-~ ~ @ ~ ~ ~ -~ ~ ~ ~ ·@ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~- ~ ~ ] -~ ! :11 
~ c: '§ c: -§ S .g c: ..g S -§ c: .g S ..g . c: ·..g -S · 8 Et ; . -3 ,1 w w ~ d _ d o,. d _ d ~ I d - ·d a, .d - w - r~ 
":-< .E-< r.ii ""' ~ 8. r.ii 8 r.ii 8, .r.ii ""' ~ . 8 r.ii E-:c .r.,:i .. E-t -~ 8. ,.... -------1--- -------- -- ---11----1---1----- --- -- ----------- --------- ----

s. d. . d. s. d. d. s. d. 'd. 8, d. d. s. d. d. s. ·a. . d. ' s. d. d. s. ~- : i;l. I s. <!, ' ·a. 
1 '6 , 1 1 '6 1 1 '6 1 i O 1 i' . 0 . i i '6 1 i '6 1 1 6 1 2 6 2 
1 O 1 1 6 1 ·l '6 , 1 i' . O . i : i O ' -i i '6 1 , 2 0 ; 2 2 .o . . 2 2 6 2 

s. d. 
Brisbane ...•. ; : ·. 
Lytton ..•• , •• .-.·. I 0 
Cleveland · •• ·• ·• ·•. I 0 
Dunwich ..... ·. . . I 6 
Pilot Stittiori .• ·•• 1 6 
Cape Moreton . . 1 6 
Goodna ........ 1 0 
Ipswich.· ..... ·•·.·. 1 O 
Helidon · · 1 6 
Toowoomfoi. ·•·.· .. I 6 
Drayton .. ~ .... , I 6 
Warwick 2 6 
Dalby .... : •• , .. 2 O 
Condamine . ~ , ~ ; . 3 O 
Roma ...• ,·;,. · •• 3 0 
Durah ........ · •. 3 o 
Caboolture • : .• ·. . 'l 0 
Gympie ••. · .::. 2 0 
Mary borough : . . 2 6 
Woody Isfarid . : ; 2 6 
Gayndah ........ 3 '0 
Hawkwood ..•••. ·4 0 
'l'aroom . . • • • • • . 4· 0 
Camboom ...... 4 · 0 
Banana •..•.... 4 0 
Rockhampton . , . 4 0 
Keppel Bay • , • . 4 0 
Gladstone ... : • • . 4 o 
Marlborough , . , . 6 0 
St. Lawrence . . . . 6 0 
Nebo .. ,- ...... 6 0 
Clermont . . • . . . 6 0 
Mackay ...•.... 6 0 
Bloomsbury • , . . 6 0 
Bowen: ......... 6 o 
Inkermann , ••. , 6 0 
Townsville • , • • • . 6 0 

a. 
1 

s. d. 
1 0 

1 1 0 
I 1 0 
'I 'l 6 
1 1 6 
l 1·. 0 

'I 1 0 
1 l 6 
1 2 0 
1 2 0 
2 2 6 
2 2 6 
3 3 0 
3 4 0 
3 3 0 
1 1 0 
2 2 0 
2 2 6 
2 3 0 
3· 3 . 0 
3 4 0 
3 4 0 
3 4 0 
3 4 o 
3 4 0 
3 4 .o 
3 4 0 
4 6 0 
4 6 0 
4 6 o 
4 6 0 
4 6 o 
4 6 0 
4 6 0 
4 6 0 
4 6 0 

d. 
1 

1 
1 
1 
I 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
2 
2 
3 
3 
3 
I 
2 
2 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3. 
4 
'4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 

·s. d. d. 
1 0 1 
I 0 1 

i O 1 
I 0 1 
1 6 ·1 
'l 6 I 
1 6 1 
2 0 2 
2 0 2 
2 0 2 
2 6 2 
2 6 2 
3 0 3 
4 0 3 
3 0 3 
1 6 1 
2 0 2 
3 0 3 
3 0 3 
3 0 3 
4 0 3 
4 0 3 
4 0 3 
4 0 3 
4 0 3 
4 0 3 
4 0 3 
6 0 4 
6 0 4 
6 o' 4 
6 0 4 
6 0 4 
6 0 4 
6 0 4 
6 0 4 
6 0 4 

1 0 I l 1 O i l . 6 '. . i 1 '6 :j : 1 6 -i 2 0 2 , 2 0 2 2 O ·2 2 '6 2 
1 · o . i · 1 o i 1 6 i 1 '6 1 2 o 2 2 ·o 2 2 o 2 ·3 o -3 

.• 1 o· 1 2 o 2 2 o 2 2 6 2 2 6 2 2 e 2 3 o 3 
1 O 1 ... , 2 0 2 2 O 2 2 6 2 2 6 2 2 6 2 3 O 3 
2 0 2 2 0 I '2 , , , . 1 0 1 1 6 1 1 6 1 1 6 f 2 0 .~ 
2 0 2 2 0

1 2 I 1 0 ·1 ,, •• 1 6 t 1 '6 ·1 i 6 i 2 'o 2 
2 6 2 2 6: 2 1 6 1 1 6 l •• •• } 0 1 i O 1 1 6 1 
2 '6 2 2 6 : 2 1 6 1 i 6 I l o 1 . • • • l o -~ 1 6 i 
26 2 26 2 16 I i6 1 io l 10 l ·· .... 16 1 
3 O 3 3 O 3 2 O 2 2 0 2 i 6 1 i 6 'i 1 6 1 • • , • 
3 o B 3 O 3 2 0 2 2 o 2 1 6 i i 6 1 I~ 1 2 b· 2 
4 o 3 4 o 3 3 o 3 2 u 2 2 o 2 2 b 2 2 o 2 2 6 2 
4 0 3 5 0 4 3 0 3 3 O i 3 0 3 3 0 3 8 0 3 3 0 3 
3 0 3 3 O 3 2 6 2 2 6 2 2 0 2 2 0 2 2 0 2 2 6 2 
20 2 20 2 io l 16 l 20 2 20 2 20 2 26 2 
2 6 2 3 O 3 2 0 2 2 6 2 2 6 2 2 6 2 2 6 2 3 0 3 
3 o 3 3 o 3 2 e 2 2 e ~ 8 b a 3 o a a o 3 4 o 3 
3 o a 8 o 3 3 o 3 Bo i a o a 3 b 8 l 6 3. 4 b 3. 
·4 · o n 4 o ·4 a ·o 3 s o a· 4 o n 4 ·o a 4 ·o 3 5 o , 
4 o · 3 5 o 4 4 o · ·3 4 o - 3 2 a -2: 2 6 2 !L6 2 3 o 3 
5 o 4 5 o 4 4 o 4 4 o 3 a o a ~·o a a·o 3 4 .o 3 
5 o 4 5 o 4 4 o a 4. o 3 a ·o 3 3 -o a 3 o a 3 ·o :i 
5 O 4 5 0 4 4 0 3 4 0 3 4 0 3 4. 0 3 4 0 3, 4 •. o 3 
5 O 4 ~ 0 4 4 0 3 4:0 3 4 0 3 4 0 3 4 0 3 5. 0 4 
5 · O 4 5 0 4· 4 · 0 :3' 4 0 3 4 0 3 4 · 0 3 4 · 0 3 6 · 0 4 
5 o 4 5 o 4 4 o 3 4 o i 4 o 3 4 o J 4 o 3 6 o 4 
6 O 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 5 0 4 5 o, 4 5 0, f' 6 0 4 
Q O 4· 6 0 4 6. j)_ .4 6. 0_ 4 5 0 4· 6 .0. i 4 6 0 I -4: . 6 -0 4 
6 O 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 
6 0 4 6 0. 4 6· 0 ·4 6. 0 ·4 6 ·O 4 6 0. 4 6 · 0. 4 6 0 4 
6 ·O · ·4 6 · 0 · 4 6 0 · ·4 6 ,O: , 4 · 6 0 4 6· o· 4 , 6 0 4 6 'o 4 
6 0 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 I 6 0 4 6 0 4 : 6 0 4. 6 .. 0. 4 
6 o 4 tr o 4 6 o 4 6 o 4 6 o 4 l'i o· 4 ii o 4 6 o , 
6 o 4 ·6 . o .. 4 ._ .. 6 o 4 6 o 4 6 0

0 
I 4 6 o 4 6 o , 6 o I 4 

6 O 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 6 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 

1 0 1 
1 0 1 
1 '6 1 
i 6 1 
2 0 2 
2 0 2 
2 0 2 
3 0 3 
2 6 2 
3 0 3 
4 0 3 
3 0 3 
1 6 1 
2 6 2 
3 0 3 
3 0 3 
a· o a 
4 ·o a 
5 0 4 
4 0 3 
5 0 4 
5. 0 4 
5 0 4 
5 0 4 
6 0 4 
6 0 4, 
6 0 4 
6 0. 4 
6 0 4 
6 0 4 
6 0 4 
6 0 4 
6 0 4 .. , 

-- --- · ... / _,_, - - - - ~· '--· 



JJalby, Condamine. Roma, 

'C 'B 'C ,. ,. 
0 0 0 

STATION, )::: )::: !::: 
.,; d .,; d .,; d 
'O ... 'O 

,. 
'O ... ..., ..., ..., ,. 

M .... M 
,. 

M ·o 0 0 
)::: 

0) 
)::: 

0) 

i: 
0) 

,.d ,.d ,.d 
A C) A C) A C) ., d a, d Cl) d 

8 ril E-< ril E-< ril - ---- ---· --
s. d. d. s. d. d. s. d. d. 

Brisbane , •••• ~ •. 3 0 3 3 6 3 4 0 3 
Lytton •• ,, ••••. 3 0 3 3 6 3 4 0 3 
Cleveland ••• , ~ . 3 0 3 3 6 3 4 0 3 
Dunwich ...... 3 0 3 3 6 3 4 0 3 
Pilot Station •••• 3 0 3 3 6 3 4 0 3 
Cape Moreton •. 8 0 3 8 6 3 4 0 8 
Goodna ••.••••• 3 0 3 3 6 3 4 0 3 
Ipswich •••••••• 3 0 8 3 6 3 4 0 3 
Helidon •.•••••• 2 6 2 3 0 3 3 6 8 
Toowoomba ••• I 2 0 2 3 0 8 3 6 3 
Drayton •••• , ••• 2 0 2 8 0 8 8 6 3 
Warwick ........ 3 0 8 3 6 3 4 0 8 
Dalby ••••••••.. .. .. 2 0 2 8 0 3 
Condamine .••••• 2 0 2 .. .. 2 0 2 
Roma ....... ,;, 8 0 8 2 0 2 .. ., 
Durah ••••.••••• 2 6 2 8 0 8 8 6 8 
Caboolture •••••. 4 0 8 4 0 8 

"' 
0 8 

Gympie ••••••• 4 0 3 4 0 8 4 0 a· 
Mary borough : .. 4 0 3 4 0 8 4 0 3 
Woody Island •.• 4 0 8 4 0 8 4 0 8 
Gayndah ....... 4 0 8 4 0 8 4 0 8 
Hawkwood .• , ••• 3 0 8 3 0 8 4 0 8 
Taroom ••••••.• 8 6 8 8 6 8 4 0 8 
Banana ........ 8 6 8 4 0 8 4 0 8 
Rockbampton •.. 8 6 8 4 0 8 4 0 8 
Keppel Bay .... 3 6 8 4 0 8 4 0 3 
Gladstone ...... 3 6 3 4 0 8 4 0 8 
Marlborough •••• 4 0 8 4 0 3 5 0 4 
St. Lawrence· •••. 4 0 8 4 0 8 5 0 4 
Nebo .......... 5 0 4 5 0 4 5 0 4 
Clermont ······ 5 0 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 
~fackay •.•.•••. 6 0 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 
Bloomsbury •••. 6 0 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 
Bowen ...••... 6 0 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 
Inkermann, •••.. 7 0 4 7 0 4 7 0 4 
Townsville • , •••• 7 0 4 7 0 4 7 0 4 

S C A L E O F C HA R G E s; 
QUEENSLAND-continued • 

...... 
JJuralt. Caboolture. Gympie, Mary-

borouglt. 

'C ._; ._; "C ,. ,. ,. ,. 
0 0 0 0 
)::: )::: !::: !::: 

.,; d .,; d .,; d .,; d 
'<:I 

,. 
'<:I ... 'O ... 'O .!3 ..., ..., ..., ... M ... M 

,. 
M ... M 0 0 0 0 

)::: 
a, 

!i: 
a, )::: a, 

)::: 
0) 

13 ,.d 'a ,.d 
A A C) A A c., ., C:I ., d Cl) d Cl) C:I 

E-< µl 8 ril 8 r:a E-< ril ---- ------
s. d. d. s. d. d. s. d. d. s. d. d. 
3 6 3 2 0 2 3 0 3 3 0 3 
3 6 3 2 6 2 3 0 3 3 0 3 
3 6 3 2 6 2 3 0 3 3 0 3 
3 6 3 3 0 3 3 0 3 3 0 3 
3 6 3 3 0 3 3 0 8 8 0 8 
3 6 3 3 0 3 8 0 3 3 0 3 
3 6 8 2 ,6 2 3 0 3 8 0 3 
3 6 3 2 6 2 3 0 3 3 0 3 
8 6 3 3 0 3 3 6 3 3 6 3 
3 0 3 3 6 3 3 6 3 3 6 8 
8 0 3 8 6 8 8 6 8 8 6 8 
3 6 8 4 0 8 4 0 8 4 0 3 
2 6 2 4 0 8 4 0 8 4 0 3 
8 0 8 4 0 8 4 0 8 4 0 a· 
3 6 8 4 0 8 4 0 :J° 4 0 a 

•,•. .. 8 6 3 4 0 8 4 0 3 
8 6 3 .. .. 2 0 2 8 0 3 
4 0 8 2 0 2 .. .. 2 0 2 
4 0 3 8 0 8 2 0 2 .. .. 
4 0 8 8 6 8 8 0 8 2 0 2 
8 6 8 8 6 8 8 0 3 2 6 2 
2 6 2 8 6 8 8 6 8 3 0 3 
3 0 3 8 6 3 8 6 8 8 0 3 
3 0 8 4 0 8 4 0 8 8 6 3 
3 6 8 4 0 8 4 0 8 4 0 8 
3 6 8 4 0 8 4 0 8 4 0 3 
3 6 8 4 0 8 4 0 8 4 0 3 
4 0 3 4 0 3 4 0 3 4 0 3 
4 0 3 4 0 3 4 0 3 4 0 3 
5 0 4 5 0 4 5 0 4 5 0 4 
5 0 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 
6 0 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 
6 0 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 
6 0 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 
7 0 4 7 0 4 7 0 4 7 0 4 
7 0 4 7 0 4 7 0 4 7 0 4 

Woo~1/ 
Island, Gayndalt, Ha'l!)kwood. Taroom, Banana. 

'C 'C 'C 'C 'E ,. ,. ,. ,. 
0 0 0 0 0 

!::: !::: !::: i: i: 
.,; d rn d .,; d .; d ,,; d 

'O ... 'O 
... 

'O 
,. 

1; C:I 'O. .!:! ..., 
M ..., ..., ,. 

M 
,. ... M M 

,. 
M 0 0 0 0 0 

i: 
a, 

!i: 
a, 

!i: 
a, 

!::: 
0) 

)::: 
., 

'a 'a ,.d ,.d ,.d 
A = A "' = C) A C) 
Cl) ol QJ ol Cl) C:I a, ·d ., d 

8 t:i:l 8 J::il 8 ~ 8. i:,:;i 8 ril - ----·--------------s. d. d. s. d. d. s. d. d. s. d. d. s. d. d. 
3 6 3 3 6 3 3 6 3 3 6 3 4 0 3 
3 6 3 3 6 3 3 6 3 3 6 3 4 0 3 
3 6 3 3 6 3 3 6 3 3 6 3 4 0 3 
3 6 3 3 6 3 3 6 3 3 6 3 4 0 3 
3 6 8 8 6 8 8 6 3 8 6 3 4 0 3 
8 6 3 3 6 3 3 6 3 3 6 3 4 0 3 
3 6 3 3 6 3 3 6 3 3 6 3 4 0 3 
3 6 3 3 6 3 3 6 3 3 6 3 4 .0 .3 
8 6 3 3 6 3 3 6 3 3 6 3. 4 0 3 
8 6 8 8 6 3 8 .. 6 8 8 6 8 4 0 3 
8 6 3 3 6 /3. 8 6 8 8 6 8 4 0 8 
4 .. 0 3 4 0 8 4 0 8 4 0 3 4 0 ·a 
4 0 a ·8 6 8 3 0 8 8 6 3 3 6 3 
4 0 8 4 0 8 3 0 3 3 6 3 4 0 8 
4 0 8 4 0 3 4 0 3 4 0 3 4 0 8 
4 0 8 8 6 8 2 6 2 8 0 8 3 0 3 
3 6 3 3 6 3 8 6 3 8 6 3 4 0 3 
8 0 8 8 0 8 8 6 3 3 6 3 4 0 3 
2 0 2 2 6 2 8 0 8 8 0 8 3 6 8 .. .. 3 0 8 3 0 3. 3 0 3 4 0 3. 
8 0 8 .. .. 2 6 2 8 0 3 8 6 8 
8 0 8 2 6 2 .. .. 2 6 2 8 0 3 
8 0 8 8 0 8 2 6 2 .. .. 3 6 3 
4 0 8 8 6 8 8 0 8 8 6 3 .. .. 
4 0 8 4 0 8 8 6 8 4 0 8 2 6 2 
4 0 3 4 0 3 3 6 3 4 0 8 8 0 8 
4 0 8 4 0 3 8 6 3 4 0 3 8 ·o 3 
4 0 8 4 0 8 4 0 8 4 0 3 3 6 3 
4 0 3 4 0 8 4 0 3 4 0 3 3 6 3 
5 0 4 5 0 4 4 0 8 5 0 4 4 0 8 
6 0 4 6 0 4 5 0 4 5 0 4 4 0 3 
6 0 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 4 0 8· 
6 0 4 6 0 4 5 0 4 5 0 4 4 0 ·a 
6 0 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 4 0 8 
7 0 4 7 0 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 
7 0 4 7 0 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 



S CAL E O F C H A ii GE S. 
QUEENSLAND-continued. 

,.. ....... ·-'. ...• - . .,,._ ·- ..,.. .•. ·--- - ~ •- 0 • •A .,,., '"• ' ~ ' .. 
. , - . ... 

I Townsville. Rock- Keppel Bay. Gladstone, Marl- St. Nebo, Clermont. Mackay •. 'Bloomsbury. Bowen. Inkerman. hampton. _ borough. Lawrenc~. 

.. ,d ,d ,ti ,d , 'E ,d ,d ,d .._; "O ,d ,d ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ~-
STATION. 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 j;:; i,:: j;:; j;:; j;:; j;:; j;:; j;:; I!:: - I!:: I!:: I!::. 
..,; o:l ..,; o:l ..,; o:l ..,; o:l ..,; "' ..,; o:l ,,; o:l .,; o:l .,; o:l rn -~ ul o:l ..,; c3 

't:I ... 't:I ... "Cl ... 't:I ... "Cl ... "O 
.... 

't:I 
... 't:I ... 't:I ... "O 't:I h 't:I ... ..., ..., ..., ..., ..., ..., ..., ..., ..., ..., ..., ... M ... M ... M ... M ... M ... M ... M ... M ... M ... ~ ... M ... ~ 0 

"' 0 
"' 

0 
"' 0 

"' 0 "' 
0 "' 0 .,,. 0 "' 0 "' 0 "' 0 "' ~- "' r::: ,§ i,:: 

..0 ~ .,r::j i,:: 
..<:1 ~ 13 

i,:: 
,§ 

i,::. ..c:1· i,:: ,§ ~ ..<:1 r::: ..<:1 ls: ,§ ..<:1 
A .:1 0 A 0 .:1 0 A .:1 ·$ 0 A A 0 A 0 A A "' "' ·"' "' ol "' ol "' ol "' ol "' ol ol "' ol "' "' "' o:l "' "' "' o:l 

E-, pq E-< pq E-, pq E-< ta;l E-, pq E-< pq E-, r:.l E-< pq E-, pq E-, pq E-, pq E-, pq 
----------- ---- ------------ -·- ~----------

s, d. d. s. a. d. s. d. d. s. d. d. s. d. d. S, d. d. s. d. d. s. d. d. s, d. d. s. d. d. s. d. d. s. d. d. 
Brisbane .•••• · .•. 4 0 3 4 0 3 4 0 3 4 0 3 4 0 3 5 0 ·4 6 0 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 7 0 4 7 0 4 
Lytton, •• , .••••. 4 0 3 4 0 3 4 0 3 4 0 3 4 0 3 5 0 4· 6 0 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 7 0 4 70 4 
Cleveland •.•• , . 4 0 3 4 0 8 4 0 3 4 0 3 4 0 3 5 0 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 (j 0 4 7 0 4 7 0 4 
Dunwich •..•••. 4 0 8 4 0 8 4 0 8 4 0 8 4 0 8 5 0 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 7 0 4 7 Q 4 
Pilot Station •••• 4 0 8 4 0 8 4 0 8 4 0 8 4 0 8 5 0 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 7 0 4 7 0 4 
Ca:i;>e_ Moreton .•. 4 0 8 4 0 8 4 0 3 4 0 8 4 0 3 5 0 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 7 0 4 7 0 4 
Goouna .••••.•. 4 0 8 4 0 8 4 0 8 4 0 8 4 0 8 5 0 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 7 0 4 7 0 4 
Ips,wich ........ 4 0 3· 4 0 8 4 0 8 4 0 3 4 0 8 5 0 4 6 

gJ 
4- 6 0 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 7 0 4 7 0 4 

Helidon ........ 4 0 8 4 0 8 4 0 3 4 0 8 4 0 8 5 0 4 6 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 7 0 4 7 0 4 
Toowoomba .... 4 0 8 4 0 3 4 0 8 4 0 8 4 0 8 5 0 4 6 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 7 0 4 7 0 4 
Drayton, ....... 4 0 8 4 ·o 3 4 0 3 4 0 3 4 0 8 5 0 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 7 0 4 7 0 4 
Warwick •••.•••. 4 0 8 4 0 3 4 0 3 4 0 8 4 0 8 5 0 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 7 0 4 7 0 4 
Da~by •.•••••.•. 8 6 8 8 6 8 8 6 3 4 0 8 4 0 8 5 0 4 5 0 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 7 0 4 7 0 4 
Co'ndamine, .••.. 4 0 8 4 0 3 4 0 3 4 0 3 4 0 8 5 0 .4 6 0 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 7 · O 4· 7 0 4 
Rcima ••••••.•.. 4 0 8 4 0 3 4 0 3 5 0 4 5 0 4 5 0 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 7 0 4 7 0 4 
Du~ah ..•••••••. 3 6 3 4. 0 3 8 6 3 4 0 3 4 0 8 5 0 4 5 0 4 5 0 4 5 0 4 6 0 4 7 0 4 7 0 4 
CaJ,JOolture •.•••. 4 0 3 4 0 3 4 0 3 4 0 8 4 0 3 5 0 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 6 0. 4 7 0 4 7 0 4 
Gympie ........ 4 Q 8 8 6 3 4 0 3 4 0 3 4 0 3 5 0 .4 6 0 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 6 o. ·4 7 0 4 7 0 4 
Mary borough •••• 4 0 3 4 0 8 4 0 8 4 0 8 4 0 8 5 0 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 7 0 4 7 0 4. 
Woody Island , •. 4 0 8 4 0 8 4 0 3 4 0 8 4 0 3 5 0 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 7 0 4 7 0 ·4 
Gayndah .••••••. 4 0 3 4 0 8 4 .o .3 4 0 3 4 0 8 5 0 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 7 0 4 7 0 4 
Hawkwood •••.. 3 6 3, 8 6 8 8 6 3 4 0 3 4 0 3 4 0 8 5 0 4 5 0 4 5 0 4 5 0 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 
Taroom .... .... 4 0 8 4 0 3 4 0 8 4 0 3 4 0 3 5 0 4 5 0 4 5 0 4 5 0 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 6 0 4 
Banana ........ 2 6 2 ~ 0 8 8 0 3 8 6 8 8 6 8 4 0 8 4 0 3 4 0 8 4 0 3 4 0 3 6 0 4. 6 0 4 
Rockharnpton •. .. .. 2 6 2. 2 6 2 8 'o 8 8 0 8 4 0 8 4 0 8 4 0. 8 4 0 3 4 0 3 5 0 4 5 0 4 
Keppel Bay • , .. 2 6 2 i, .. 2 6 2 8 6 3 8 6 3 4 0 8 4 0 3 4 0 3. 4 0 3 4 0 3 5 0 4 5 0 4 
Gladstone •.•••. 2 6 2 2 6 2 .. .. 8 6 3 8 6 8 4 0 8 4 0 3 4 0 3 4 0 3 4 .0 3 5 0 4 5 0 4 
Marlborough • , • , 8 0 8 3 6 3 8 6 8 .. .. 2 6 2 3 0 8 8 6 3 3. 6 3 8 6 3 3 6 3, 4 0 8 4 0 3 
St. Lawrence , ••• 8 () 8 3 6 3 3 6 3 2 6 2 .. .. 2 6 2 3 0 3 3 6 3 3 6 3 3 6 3 4 0 3 4 0 3 
Nebo .......... 4 0 8 4 0 3 4 0 3 3 0 3 2 6 2 .. . . 3 0 3 2 6 2 3 0 3 3 0 3 4 ·o 3 4 0 3 
Clermont •.••• , • 4 0 3 4 0 3 4 0 3 3 6 3 3 0 3 3 0 3 .. ' . 3 6 3 3 6 3 3 0 3 4 0 3 4 0 3 
Mackay ••.••••. 4 0 3 4 0 3 4 0 3 3 6 3 3 6 3 2 6 2 3 6 3 .. .. 2 0 2 2 6 2 3 0 3 3 0 3 
Bloomsbury • , •• 1c b 3 4 0 3 4 0 3 3 6 3 3 6 3 3 0 3 3 6 3 2 0 2 .. ·•• . 2 0 2 3 0 3 3 0 3 
Bowen ... ,, ••••• 4 () 3 4 0 3 .4 0 3 3 6 3 8 6 3 ·3 0 3 3 0 8 2 6 2 2 0 2 .. .. 3 ·O 3 3 0 3 
Inkermann • , , •.. , 5 0 4 5 0 4 5 0 4 4 0 3 4 0 3 4 0 3 4 0 3 3 0 3 3 0 3 3 0 3. .. .. 2 6· 2 
'fownsville • • • • • . ·5 0 4 5 0 4 5 0 4 ..14 0 3 4 0 3 4 0 3 4 0 3 3 0 3 3 0 3 3 0 -3 2 6 2 .. •.• 

' '.--.,--, ··, ·-·. ' .. - ,. 
., ' 
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.ll-1emo. 

Telegraphic communication between Great Britain and Australia must now be shortly accomplished. 

The Telegraphic Maintenance and Construction Company, having successfully laid three cables- across the· 
Atlant_ic, are ne>w engaged in connecting Suez with Aden and Bombay. . · 

Captain Sherard Osborn has lately been in correspondence with Mr. Verdon, and advocates alternate. routes 
Iiased upon subsidies, to be borne entirely by the Australian Colonies, and varying in amount from £55,000 to 
£47,000 per annum. 

Mr. Fraser, of Batavia, lias also addressed the Governments of the Australian Colonies on the same subject, and 
has furnished them with detailed information in connection with this project. 

His scheme involves an outlay of half a million; and for the purpose of obtaining this money·it is proposed that 
a guarantee should be granted, to be equally divided between the Dutch Government and the Governments of the 
Australian Colonies. · 

. Mr. Fraser is at present in London, and anticipates that the Dutch Government will grant him the concession 
he requires, which has been recommended by the Government of Nether lands, India. . 

The views entertained by the Governments of the Southern Australian Colonies, in reference to the respective 
merits of the rival schemes, are at present not quite in accordance with those held by the Governments of New South 
Wales and Queensland; but it is believed an examination of the conditions attached to both will result in the con
viction that the proposed line vid Queensland and Java recommends itself as at present the most practical and 
economical. 

To remove, however, any hesitation which may be felt by the Southern Colonies, and as a recognition of the 
confidence which the Governments of the Colonies of Queensland and New South Wales have in Mr. Fraser's scheme, 
it is suggested that these two Colonies should, if necessary, undertake the joint responsibility required, such guarantee 
not to exceed £17,500 per annum. 

This should be done, not for the purpose of secw·ing any exclusive benefit, but for the purpose of facilitating the 
arrangements subsequently to be entered into with Victoria, South Australia, and Tasmania,. with a view to the 
establishment of a rateable and proportinate guarantee to be borne by them, on a scale graduated in accordance with 
the business transacted on their behalf. · 

It is agreed that the Government of Queensland undertake the construction of the land line to N ormnntown, or· 
some other point on the shores of the Gulf of Carpentarin, to be afterwards determined on. · 

It will of course be necessary that the guarantors should have a voice in fixing the scale of charges payable on 
the section between Australia and Java, to be from time to time subject to revision. 

The views embodied in this memorandum, it is agreed by Mr. Robertson and Mr. Douglass shall be submitted to 
their respective Cabinets. 

JOHN ROBER'rSON. 
J. DOUG LASS. 

Sydney, 6tli October, 1869. 

Tlte Colonial Secreta1·y, Queensland, to tlie Colonial Sec1·etary, New Soztth Wales. 
I 

Colonial Secretary's Office, Brisbane, 3rd Feb1·ua1·y, 1870. 
Srn, 

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 7th January 1870, enclosing the 
memorandum of agreement between the representatives of tl_1e three Colonies of New South Wales, New 
Zealand, and Queensland, with regard to telegraphic communication between New Zealand, New South 
Wales, Queensland, and Europe. 

The Government of this Colony approves of the terms of the memorandum, on condition that it 
shall form part of the contract with the Telegraphic Company that the subsidy sh~ll be payable only 
during such time as the cable may be in working order. I understood that this, or some like stipulation, 
would be made on behalf of the three Colonies. 

It may not be necessary, but this Government deems it advisable, to draw your attention to .that 
portion of the memorandum which relates to an agreement being entered into between the Dutch Govem
ment and the three Colonies on this matter, and to point out that, as this might in some degree concem 
Imperial interests, it may be necessary to consult or advise the British Government thereon. 

_I have, &c., 

CHARLES LILLEY. 
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The Colonial Secretary, Nerv South Wales, to the Colonial Secretary, Queensland. 
. ~ ' . - . 

Colonial Secretary's Office, Sydney, Nerv Soutli Wales, 
7th January, 1870. 

~QJBA: I HAVE the honor to transmit, for the information of your Government, the accompanying memo-: 
.r.J,ndum, which has been drawn up by me, in concert with the Honorable Julius Vogel, acting on- behalf of 
New Zealand, and the Honorable Charles Lilley, on behalf of your Colony, on the subject of the relations 
pfthe Australasian Colonies with each other, and with foreign countries. I shall be glad to be informed,. 
at your earliest convenience, of the decision at which your Government may· arrive.. · 

I have, &c.,. 
JOHN ROBERTSON.· 

. P.S.-1 am glad to say that, at the meeting of our Cabinet, held this day, the enclosed memorandum' 
was approved.-J OHN R. 

[ENCLOSURE,] 

· Memorandum agreed between the Govei-nments of New South Wales, New .Zealand, and Queensland. 

1st. To address an earnest representation to the Secretary of State for the -Colonies respecting the disadvantage under 
which the Australasian Colonies labour in regard to the doubts which exist as to their power to make mutual arrangements"for the 
interchange, duty free, of their several products and manufactures, as also in respect of the doubts which exist as to their powers 
to enter into conventions with foreign countries ; to point out that Canada for a lengthened period has been placed on a more 
favourable footing; to urge that all doubts as to the rights to exercise such powers be removed, and that in entering into 
arrangements with foreign countries the Imperial Government -should aid the Colonies. That such aid should be immediately 
granted in respect to endeavom-ing to negotiate with the United States for the introduction into that country, duty free, of wool 
~e product of the Australasian Colonies. 

2nd. That direct representations be made to the United State,, with the object of inducing that country to admit wool, the 
product of the Australasian Colonies, duty free. 

3rd. That a representation be made to the Imperial Govern~ent, lll'ging the desirability of legislative provision to enable 
trustees to inyest in the Government secm-ities of the Australasian Colonies, 

4th. That the Crown Law Officers of the Colonies should be moved to enter into correspondence, with the view of determining 
the means best calculated to facilitate the apprehension of offenders when they pass from one Colony to another. 

5th, That copies of [this agreement be transmitted to the Colonies of Victoria, South Australia, and Tasmania, in the hope 
that they will aid in promoting the several objects it embraces. · 

6th. It is agreed by the Honorable John Robe11:sori, of New South Wales, the Honorable Julius Vogel, of New Zealand, aud 
the Honorable Charles Lilley of Queensland, that the views embodied in this memorandum shall be submitted to their respective 
Cabinets for approval. . • 

Sydney, 6th January, 1870. 

JOHN ROBERTSON, 
JULIUS VOGEL, 
CHARLES KNIGHT. 

Fo1• CHARLES LILLEY, 
(By his authority-JOHN ROBERTSON.) 

·The Oolo1iial Secretary, Queensland, to the Colonial Secretary, Nerv South Wales. 

Colonial Secretary's Office, Brisbane,· 
3rd February, 1870. 

s~ . . . . . 
I HAVE the-honor to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch, No. 7, of the 7th January, 1870,. 

1:especting the relations of the Australian Colonies to each other a,nd to foreign countries, in matters of 
trade, commerce, and others of !importance therein mentioned, and to inform you that the Government ofi 
this Colony agrees to the terms of the memorandum enclosed therein. · · 

It· does not clearly appear whether the several representations to the Imperial Government and 
United States are to be made jointly by the three Colonies of New South Wales, New Zealand, and 
Queensland, or otherwise. · 

- I assume, though it is not stated in the memorandum, that your Colony will communicate with•· 
"."Jctoria, Tasmania, anµ South Australia, on these subjects, with.the. view of obtaining their aid. 

·· It seems to this Government, also, that it may be advisable in the first instance, in respect of the 
proposed communication with foreign Governments, to consult the Imperial Government, in order to
obtain its sanction. 

I have, &c., 
CHARLES LILLEY. 
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The Colonial Secretary, Nerv South_ "f!ales, to the Colonial Seci·etary, Queensland. 

(7-2.) Colonial Sec1·etary's OJfice, Sydney, New South Wales, 
. . 7th Janua1.·y, 1870. · 

,SIR, 
I HAVE the honor to forward the Memorandum ·of Agreement concerning postal service by way of 

Torres Straits and San Francisco, entered into by me with the Postmaster-General of New Zealand, and 
yourself, and to request that you· will have the goodness to submit the same for the approval of yom; 
Cabinet, as therein agreed. · : 

2. It will be at once observed that, with regard to the projected Californian service, it is not provided 
in the agreement that your Colony is to possess a controlling power in the arrangement or conduct of 
the service, as we are unable to obtain the concurrence of the New Zealand Delegates to such a stipulation. 
The Government of this Colony will not, however, take any action in refe1:ence to this service, without your 
approval of any arrangement that may be proposed, and will in all respects consider that, as· between these· 
two colonies, Queensland shall possess equal rights and privileges with New South Wales. 

3. It will be also observed that, by joining in the Californian line, N cw South Wales and Queens
land obtain the advantage of. the assistance of :New Zealand in the Tones Straits line to the amount of 
£10,000 per annum, whilst the maximum amount agreed to be contributed by New South ·wales and 
Queensland is but £6250 each. 

4. My colleagues have this day in Cabinet approved of the agreement, and I shall be glad to be: 
informed, without aelay, when your Cabinet does likewise. 

I-have, &c., 

JOHN ROBERTSON£ 

[ENCLOSURE.] 

MEMORANDUM CONCERNING POSTAL SERVICE. 

Torres Straits Service. 

THE Government of New Zealand to submit to the General Assembly of that Colony the proposal of ·the New 
South Wales and Queensland Governments, that it (the New Zealand Government) should bear one-sixth of the cost 
(such sixth not to exceed £10,000 per annum) of the service proposed to be started between Sydney and England 
via Batavia by the Torres Straits route. 

The cost of the service for-carrying the mails between Sydney and such port of New Zealand as may be agreed 
upon, to be paid by New South Wales, New Zealand, and Queensland, in the proportion of one-half by New 
Zealand, and one-half by New South Wales and Queensland,-the whole cost of the service not to exceed ,£5000 
per annum. 

Californian Service. 

In the event of New Zealand being able to contract for a service between San Francisco, Auckland, and Sydney, 
New South Wales and Queensland to contribute to the cost in the proportion of three-fifths by N cw Zealand and two
fifths by New South Wales and Queensland, provided that the cost to New South Wales and Queensland shall not 
exceed £10,000 per annum; provided also that it shall be a condition of the contract that the time between Sydney 
and Auckland, and Auckland and Sydney, shall not exceed six days, and that neither in going or returning shall the, 
steamer be detained at Auckland longer than thirty hours. _ '. ·· 

New Zealand to make arrangements with the other Colonies for the conveyance of their mails, and pendin"' the: 
completion of such arrangements, the mails of those Colonies are not to be forwarded by the New South '\\'ales 
Government. 

If this service be commenced before the Government of New South Wales has submitted the proposal to the 
Parliament of that Colony, the proposal when submitted to Parliament shall involve, for any term not exceedin"' five· 
years, payment from the commencement of the service; and, pending the.decision of Parliament, such paymentto·be 
made for carriage of mails as may be agreed upon; but nothing contained in this memorandum shall be held to bind 
New Zealand to carry the mails of New South Wales free of charge until effect is given to the proposals contained in 
this memorandum. · · 

In the event of New South Wales joining in the contract for the Californian service, it is understood that such 
Colony shall possess, equally with New Zealand, all discretionary powers, rights, and privileges enjoyed by the last
named Colony under the contract; and, in like manner, if New Zealand joined New South Wales and Queensland in_ 
contracting for the Torres Straits service, that New Zealand shall possess equally with New South ,vales and Queens
land all discretionary powers, rights, and privileges enjoyed by those 'Colonies; and if it engages to join in the: 
contract before the contract is resolvecl -on, that it shall possess an equal voice in determining the terms of such 
contract. 



1:his men;i9rarn_l.un;i ·to ,be c_o~sirl,ered .provisional; a~4:_saj>jept 'to ~he approval of the Parliament in each. Colony · 
named above; and m the event of Parliament not sanctioning it, the arrangement to be null and void. . 

. . - . . . . . . r 
,:,· , ' L' . . . ' .. ' •, ,'· ' ' . . ' ; ., I 

It is agreed by_tlie H~noralil,e,;f oh~ 'Robertson, of New South Wales, the Honorable Julius Vogel, of-New 
Zeahnd, and the Honorable· Charles Lilley, of Queensland, that the views embodied in this memorandum shall.be 
.submitted to tliei! respective Oa,J>inet~ :for ap_prova,1, - . . - . .· · . · · 

: ' ' ' , . . ' 

Sydney, 6th January,1870;' 

JOHN ROBERrsoN. 
;TULIUS VOGE:{,. 
CHARLES ·KNIGHT. 

For CHARLES LILLEY, 
(By his authority-JOHN ROBERTSON.) 

Telegram, from, the Colonial Secretafy~·NeriJSou1h·Walifs;10 the Colonial Secretary, Queensland. 

Sydney, 14th January, 1870. 
, · · THE New Zealand Delegates are leaving imme~iately. Can you permit me to say that yo~t 
Gover~ment accepts the arrangement entered into, intimated by .my letter of the 7th instant? Plea:se 
reply at once. · . . 

Telegram from the Colonial T1·easurer, Queensland, to the Colonial Secretary, N erv South Wales.· · 

Brisbane, 25th January1 }879! 
• THE telegraphic memoranda are approved •on condition that the subsidy towards the New Zealand 
cable be payable only 'whilst the cable is in working order. The memoranda as to trade, &c., with foreign 
countries, are approved in their entirety. The memo. as·to Torres Straits .and Califoi·nian mails, approved 
on condition that the delivery of the Queensland portion of the mail via California be a charge on the 
service. Letter by mail._ 

·The Colonial ,Sec,netm·y, Queensland, .to the ,Oolonia,_l Sem·etary~ Nem Bout!/, Wales • . 

Colonial Secretary's -Office, Brisbane, 
3rd Februm·y, 1870, 

Srn, . . 
· I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the copy of the memorandum of agreement betwee:q. 

myse'lf and the representatives .of your Colony and of New Zealand, respecting the Torres Straits and San 
Francisco postal services, .together with the appended notification of the assent of your Cabinet thereto. 

· 2. Having submitted the same to my colleagues, I am enabled to communicate to you their assent to 
the agreement in its entirety, so far asregards the Torres Straits service. . · 

3. With respect to the service via California, our Cabinet feels that Queensland should be placed in 
the .same position as New Zealand will be on the T.ol'l'es. Straits line ; :viz., that a provision should be made 
for, sending on to Brisbane the Queensland mails delivel'.ed 'in Sydney from San Francisco. · , 

You will observe that Queensland is to contribute to the cost of carrying to New Zealand the, mail.$ 
delivered in Sydney via Torres Straits. The further provision proposed seems therefore so manifestly 
required to equalize the bargain, that I do not doubt your Colony, and probably New Zealand, will at once 
concede it. On behalf of Queensland, we think that the delivery of the mails via San Francisco should be 
a charge on the service, and our assent to this portion of the agreement is founded on the last-mentioned 
condition becoming part of the contract. · · · · 

With the modification above suggested, and relying on the assurance in your Despatch, No. 7, of the 
8th .J anuary,.,,-:that ,the Government of your Colony will not take any action in reference to the Californian 
service without the approval by this Govemment-of ·any ·arrangements that may be proposed, and that 
Queensland shall possess equal rights and privileges with New South Wales-I am requested to intimate 
to you the adhesion ofthis.Go;vernment to the contra,ci, until the views of our Parliament can be-ascertained. 
In the meantime we shall .be glad to be favoured with the qpinion of yourself and your colleagues on.the 
proposed addition· t,o the terms of the agreement. 

I have, &c., 

CHARLES LILLEY. 



See enclosure to 
Colonial Secre• 
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-- · . The Oolri11ial Secreta1·y, New South Wales, to tlte Colonial Treasurer, New Zealand,-Sydney. 

(13.) Colonial Sem·etary' s Office, Sydne,1J, New South W ale11 
7th January, 1870. . 

:srn, 
I HAVE the honor to forward herewith the memorandum drawn up by me, in concert with yomself 

and Mr. Lilley, on the subject of the relations of the Australasian Colonies with each other, and with 
foreign countries, together with a copy of the memorandum concerning the Torres Straits and 
Californian postal services, which have been both this day agreed to by the Cabinet. 

I have, &c., 
JOHN ROBERTSON• 

P .S.-I have the honor to request that. you will have the kindness to acknowledge the receipt of the 
papers herein enclosed, as also of the othei• documents forwarded to you under blank cover on Friday last. 

The Colonial Treasurer, New Zealand, to the Colonial Secretary, Nero Soutli Wales. 

Sydney, l2tli January, 1870. s~ . 
I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 7th instant, in which. you forward 

the memorandum (signed by the parties agreeing to the same) on the subject of the relations of the 
Australian Colonies with each other and :witli foreign countries, -together with a copy of the memorandum. 
concerning the Torres Straits and Californian postal services, both of which documents you inform me 
liave been duly agreed to by your Cabinet, 

I beg also to acknowledge receipt, 1mder blank cover, on Friday last, of the under-mentioned docu• 
ments:-

Memorandum concerning telegraphic communication between Australia, New Zealand, and 
Great Britain, with four enclosmes. 

Memorandum concerning Torres Straits and Californian postal services. 

I have, &c:, 
JULIUS VOGEL. 

The Colonial Secretm·y, New South Wales, to the Dewgates of the Nerv Zealand Government,-Sydney. 

~14.). 

GENTLEMEN, 

Colonial Sec1·eta1·y's Office, Sydney, New South Wales, 
10th January, 1870. 

. WITH reference to the arrangements which I had the·honor to make with yourselves and with Mr." 
Lilley, the Delegate of Queensland, in connection with the proposed establishment of telegraphic com
munication with Europe via Java, I have now the honor to point out that it is quite possible, though not 
probable, that Mr. Fraser may not succeed in his ·negotiations with the Netherlands Government, and· 
that that Government may prefer dealing directly with the Australasian Colonies. It should, therefore, 
of course be understood that it is the line proposed by Mr. Fraser that we are pledged to take up, and not 
necessarily that we should arrange with Mr. Fraser himself, who, however, it is hoped, will not be· 
9bjected to by the N etlierlands Government. 

· 2. So soon as the Cabinets of New Zealand and Queensland shall have intimated their approval of 
the memoranduni already ao-reed to by the Delegates, it will be desirable that this Government should. 
address a letter to the Dutcl1 authorities, to enquire in what position the negotiation between them and 
Mr. Fraser stands ; to enclose for their information a copy of the arrangement made between New South 
Wales, New Zealand, and Queensland, the papers received from Mr. Fraser, &c.; and to intimate that, in 
the event of any insuperable objection on their part to treat with Mr. Fraser arising, an arrangement" 
might be made so as to admit of an agreement being entered into between the Dutch Government and the 
Governments of the three Colonies, without Mr. Fraser's interventi<?n. 

I have, &c., 
JOHN ROBERTSON.· 

The Colonial Secretary, New ·south Wales, to the Colonial Secreta1·y, Queensland. 

(15.) 

Srn, 

Colonial See1·eta1·y's Qffice, Sydne.1J, Nero South Wales, 
· 10th Janua1·y, 1870. . 

WITH reference to the arrangements made by me with Mr. Lilley, acting on behalf of your Govern
ment, and with Messrs Vogel and Knight, the Delegates of New Zealand, in connection with the proposed 
€stablishment of telegraphic communication with Europe via Java, I have now the honor to point out 
that it is quite possible, though not propable, that Mr. Frase1; may not succeed in his negotiations with 
the N etherlancls Government, and that that Government may prefer dealing directly with the Australasian 



Colonies. It should, therefore, of'course be undei·stood that it is the li~e proposed by Mr. Fi·aser that we·
are pledged to take up,. and not necessarily that we should arrange with Mi·. Fraser himself, who, how
ever, it is hoped will.not be objected to by the Netherlands Government .. 

- 2. So soon as -your Cabinet and that · of New Zealand ~hall ha:ve intimated . their approval of the 
memorandum already agreed to by the Delegates, it will be desirable that this Government should address 
a; letter to the Dutch authorities, to enquire in what position the negotiation between them and Mr. Fraser 
stands; to enclose for their information a copy of the arrangement made between New South Wales, New 
Zealand, and Queensland, the papers received from Mr: Fraser, &c. ; and to intimate that, in the event of 
any insuperable objection on their part to treat with Mr. Fraser arising, an arrangement niight be made 
so as to admit of an agreement being entered into between the Dutch. Government and the Governments• 
of the three Colonies, without Mr: Fraser's intervention., 

I have, &c., 
JOHN ROBERTSON •. 

The Colonial Secretary, Queensland, to the Colonial' Secretary, Nen, South Wales .. 

Colonial Secretary's Office, Brisbane, 3rd February, 1870. 
Srn, 

'·-- IN further _reference to your Despatches of the 7th, 8th, and 10th ultimo, respectively, and to the 
memoranda which accompanied them, upon the subject of the proposed. postal and telegraphic services 
with Elll'ope, I have the honor to request that you will "t,e good enough to inform me• more definitely 
whether the necessary action thereon will be taken by the three Governments of New Zealand, New 
South Wale~, and Queensland jointly, or by the_ G~vernment of one of them only; and if so, by which. 

I have, &c., 
CHARLES LILLEY. 

The· Colonial Sec1·etary, New South Wales, to the Hon. Julius Vogel, Esq., Sydney. 

Sm, 
Colonial Secreta1·y's Office, Sydney, 10th Janum·y, 1870. 

. I RAVE the honor to request that you will favour me with a copy· of the postal contract entered into 
l>y you with Mr. Hall, the United States Commercial Agent at this port. 

I -have, &c., 
JOHN ROBERTSON. 

The Ho_n. Julius Vogel, Esq., to the Colonial Secretary, New South Wales. 

Srn, 
Sydney, 12th January, 1870. 

. · I RAVE the honor to· acknowledge the receipt of your letter of yesterday's* date, asking for a copy of 
the agreement entered into between myself, on behalf of the New Zealand Government, and Mr. H. H. 
Hall, for a mail service between San Francisco, New Zealand, and Sydney; and, in reply, to inform you _ 
that a copy of that document has been forwarded to you under cover of a letter of even date herewith. . 

I have, &c., 
JULIUS VOGEL. 

* This refers to letter of 10th January. 

The Hon. Julius Vogel, Esq., to the· Colonial Sec1·etary, New South Wales. 

Sydney, 12th January, 1870. · 
s~ - - - - -

· IT will take some time before any effect can be given to the proposal that New South Wales and New 
Zeala~d should mutua!ly aid in subsidising the proposed Torres Straits and Californian services; in the 
meantime the lattei- willT hope be started. I trust therefore you will see it is only right that, pending , 
any permanent arrangement, Ne~ South Wales should contribute, month_ by month, at the rate agreed on, 
namely £10,00~ for twelve services to and from San· Francisco; I sliall be glad to learn that yOli" will 
do_ s~. ?7" o~ will observe by the contract, ?opy of which I forward to you, that New South Wales' . 
contribut10n is to cover that of Queensland, with -wluch Colony you· will be able to make such arrange-· 
~ent as you may agree on for the carriage of its mails. . . 

I have, &c., 

JULIUS VOGEL, Postmaster-General. 
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l\!Ell!ORANDUllI oF: ,A.-GREEME~T. made, the eleve~th d~Y.: -of January in thee year of our,·Lord·one thous\l;Ild eighf; 
· hundred and_ s_even_ty be_tween the Honorab~e .• Tuhus .Vogel the Postmast~r-General of the Colony of New-. 

Zealand and a Member of the Executive Ccnincirqf We said.Co_lony acting 11,s Ag~iit. for and on behalf of the: 
Government of the said Colony hereinafter calfod tlie ·Postmaster-General of the one part and· Hayden Hezekiah" 
Hall of twenty:one Bridge-st~eet SY,dney_ inr th~ C.olony_of New So"4th Wales _Es_quire United States Consul 

· hereinafter called "the Contractor." of the other part witnessetli that the· iiaid Contractor doth hereby for himself 
his heirs executors and 13,dministrators covenant and: agree with the said. Postmaster~General his successors· andL 
assigns. And the said Postmaster-General fqr. b,imse]f-as Postmaster;.Genera). his successors and assigns and for-. 
the said Government ofNew Zealand doth hereby: co:venant.aud agree with the said Contractor his executors and, 
administrators in 1;11anner following that is to_ say :-_ . 

· That the said Contractor shall every ·month·duri:iig. this agreement at the times he1•einafter mentioned run-a fulr: 
p9wer- steam7vesse! efficient in aU rl)specti;· fro.m Sydney to. Auckland in New Zealand ·and thence to Honolulu direct
without touching at any intermediate port or place excent with tp.!) _ consent in writing of the said Postmaster-General-. 
and shall thereby convey Her Majesty's mails. And also shall at his own cost convey or provide for the conveyance 
of such mails from Honolult1 to San Francisco by proper and efficient steam-vessels and shall in like manner provide 
for the conveyance of such- inails from· ·San Francisco to Honolulu aforesaid. And shall also every month in like 
m,~11-er.rup. a full 1:tower steam-vessel as aforesaid from Honolulu to Auckland aforesaid direct and thence to Sydney 
and shall thereby convey Her Majesty's mails •. 

· That the saii:l Contractor shall at all times. during the continuance of this agreement as hereinafter provided put on 
board and can•y, by such steam-vessel' all Her ·Majesty's:-mails 'lvhich shall at any time by the said· Postmaster-General 
or any of his officers or agents. be required to be conveyed by the said steam-vessels respectively whether the said 
nmils·shall belong to-New.Zealand orfo aily other Colony place or country. But no mails other than those belonging. 
to New Zealand shall be received on board or carried in the said steam-vessels without the written consent.or directions
of the.s•aid Postmaster-General ·or of some hfficer br agent acting under his directions or in his behalf. 

. ' ' 
That tlie steam--v~ssels Pilgaged in_ carrying 6_ut, thi~ agreement _shall be caJ.+ed.''The Californian, New Zealand,,: 

and Australian Mail Line.of Steain Packets" and shall be s.o described in all advertisements.and public arinouncements . 
referring to them. · 

'That nothing in this agreement contained shall exempt the steam-vessels engaged in carrying out this agreement 
from being subject to all the laws and regulations in force for the time being in New Zealand relative to the survey 
an_d inspection of passenge1· stea;mers. · · 

• That the times within '\\'hich the said Contractor shalJ convey. or cause to be conveyed the said mails by the. said 
steam-vessels between Sydney and San Francisco and deliver the same shall be as follows:-

From the time of_ leaving Sydney. to the time of arriving in Auckland- and, from the time of leaving Auckland 
to the time of-arriving in Sydney each way respectively n:ot to exceed one hundred and forty-four hours. 

From the #me of leav_ing AckJand· to ·the time of arriving in San Francisco including stoppage at Honolulu and 
from the time ofleaving San Francisco to the time of arriving in Auckland including stoppage at Honolulu_ 
respectively not to exceed six .. hundred· hours each way for. the first six voyag!)s and for every subsequent 
voyage not to exceed five ~undred an_d seventy-six hours each way respectively. . . . : 

That su~ject to the time-table the said steam-vesse~ except as hereinafter provided shall not be detained at the 
11ort of Auckland beyond thi_rt'y how~---

.· That the provisi~n contained herein respecting the time within which mails are to be carried between Sydney and 
Auckland and between Auckland and Sydney shall·cease-at the expiration of six months from the twenty-sixth day 
of March next unless the Governments of New South Wales and Victoria or either of them within that time shall 
agree with the sai~ Postmaster-General to pay to him on behalf of. th(J .said cpntrac.tor a sum or sums of money not 
less than ten thousand pounds per annum from New South Wales and not less than six thousand pounds per annum 
fr:om Victoria and which the said:,Postmaster-General is hereby authorised to accept on behalf of tlie said contractor . 
by such payments and in such manner as the said Postmaster-General may think fit.. Provided that in case the .. 
Government of New South Wales should decline to contribute. it shall be optional with -the said Postmaster~General 
and the s•aid contractor to agree to substi~ute Melboul,'Ile for Sydney as the port-of departure. And provided also that . 
if-the ·Government of New South Wales shall con'trioute ten thousand pounds as aforesaid the same shall include·.: 
Queensland and the carriage of the. mails of that ·Colony which shall for the purposes of this agreement be in such case . 
considered as .part of the mails·of New South Wales and the Government of New South Wales shall in such case be at · 
liberty to arrange with the Governmen~ of Queensland in the matter in such way as they may think fit. ' 

. That all money which.shall be received by the New Zealand Government fi·oin other Countries or Colonies by 
way of contribution or subsidy to the said mail service shall.be paid to the:said contractor. Provided that nothing 
herein contained shall prevent the said Postmaster-General from entering into any arrangement with Great Britain or 
the United States of America or any Foreign Country or Colony thereof for the carriage of mails on such terms as he 
may agree upon. · · · · · ·- · 

That the said steam-vessels shall on such .days and at-such hours .!J.S •are. ment;oned. ih the table hereto annexed 
(until and unless any other days and hours shall under the power herein in thafbehalf contained be substituted in lieu 
thereof) put to sea from·and arrive at the ports or places respectively mentioned in such table • 

. That if at any time _the said-Postmaster-General shall desire to alter the particular days times and hours of departure 
from and arrival at any .ports or places specified in the table abo:ve referred-to he shall be at libe~y to do so on giving·. 
reasonable-notice to the said contractor and the time so altered shall be observed and kept as if the same had· been . 
originally named in the table.hereto annexed.- · · · · · · 

· .That the said Postm_aster-General:shall pay to the said contractor for every-complete perio·~ •of-twenty-four hours : 
by which the said. mails shall be deljvered eithe_r ~ay between Auckland and 8an· Francisco within the time hereby · 
covenanted for delivery of the same a premium of thirty pounds. , · 

That if on any of the first six voyages the- said contractor shlill Tail 'to deliver the said mails either at Auckland or 
San Francisco in six hundred hours from the tim!J of departure from the ·other of those ports or on any subsequent 
voyage within five hundred and.seventy-six hours he-shall· forfeit and pay to Her Majesty her heirs and successors on 
behalf and for the benefit of-the postal revenue of the Colony of New Zealand a sum of thirty pounds for every complete 
period of twenty-four hours beyond the ·periods at which such mails should be delivered under this agreement as 
aforesaid, ... . . .. .. .. . ···-• 



_ - That if the said contractor shall f~il to delivei\such mails.as he may under this agreement be required to carry 
:between .Auckland and Sydney either at Auckland or Sydney in one hundred and forty-four hours from the time of 
.departure from the other of those ports he shall forfeit and pay to Her Majesty her heirs and successors on behalf' of 
ithe Postmaster-General or his successors a sum of thirty pounds for every complete period of twenty-four hours beyond 
·the periods at which such mails should be delivered under this agreement. But after the first six months' payment of 
_such last mentioned sum is to .lie enforced only in case the New South Wales Government and Victorian Government 
.or either of them make payment as herein provided to the said Postmaster-General on behalf of the said contractor 
-for the .conveyance of their mails and in any case the penalty above mentioned shall only be enforced by the said 
,Postmaster-General at the instance of the Government of New South Wales or.Victoria. 

That the said contractor or his agents shall receive and allow to remain on board or procure to be allo;ed tJ 
remain on board of each ·of the saicl steam-vessels.while employed in carrying out this agreement and also while re
<maining_ at any of the ports or places named in the table appended hereto whether with or without mails on board an 
:officer in the service of the said PostTIJ.aster-General to have charge of the said mails and in ease of the Governments 
,of New South Wales and Victoria or either of them contributing.toward the cost of the said mail service then one or 
'.both of them to be allowed to have a mail agent on board on the same terms and conditions as in the case of the officer 
·in charge of the New Zealand mails. Provided that one such mail agent or officer m!l,y be employed by and represent 
:all or any of the Governments whose mails shall be conveyed under this agreement. . . 

: That suitable first-class accommodation shall be provided by the said cont'mctor for every such mail officer or agent 
,and that the passage money for each such mail officer or agent shall be at the lowest current rates for return passages 
·not to exceed thirty-five pounds between Sydney and San Francisco and thirty pounds between Auckland and San 
.. Francisco and vice versa and that every such mail officer or agent shall be recognised and considered by the said 
contractor his'officers agent.and.seamen as the agent of the said Postmaster_-General in charge ofmails and as having 
full authority in all cases to require a due and strict performance of this agreement on the part of the said contractor 
:his officers servants and agents and to determine so-far as relates to the levying of penalties every question whenever 
arising relative to the time of proceeding to sea or putting into harbour or the necessity of stopping to assist any vessel 
Jn distress _or to save human life. Provided however that the .words "to determine 'every question'" shall not confer 
upon such officer the power of control over the commander of the ,steam-vessel conveying the .said mails. And pro
vided that in case at any time there shall be more than one such mail officer or agent as aforesaid the authority as 
:aforesaid of such one only shall be paramount as the said Postmaster-General shall notify to the saicl commander as 
•.having paramount authority. · · . 

That in this agreement the term "mails" shall be taken to comprehend all letters boxes bags or packets of letters 
'newspapers books or printed papers sent by the post to whatever country or place they may be addressed or in 
whatever country or place tl1ey may have originated and all empty bags and other stores used or to be used in carrying 

.'on the post office service which shall be sent by or to or from any post office. 
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That the whole of the postage of all mails conveyed in the vessels employed under this agree~entwhethercarried Postagetobelong 
from or out of Her Majesty's dominions or otherwise shall belong to Her Majesty and shall be at the disposal of the t? Her-Majesty. 
-said Postmaster-General. 

That the said contractor shall not assign underlet or dispose of this agreement or any part thereof without the 
· consent of the Postmaster-General signified in writing under his hand or under the hand of the Secretary of the Post 
Office of New Zealand and that in case of the same or ,any part thereof being assigned underlet or otherwise dispose -J 
-of or of any gross or· habitual breach of this agreement or any covenant matter or thing herein contained on the part 
-of the said contractor.or his agents or servants and whether there be or be not any penalty or sum of money payable 
by the said contractor for any breach it shall be lawful for the said Postmaster-General ifhe shall think fit (and not~ 
withstanding there may or may not have been any former breach of this agreement) by writing under his hand or 
:under the hand of the Secretary of the Post Office in New Zealand to determine this agreement without any previous 
notice to the said contractor or his agents nor shall the said contractor be entitled to any compensation in respect qf 
_such determination. . -

That in consideration of the covenants and agreements hereby entered into by the said contractor and of the due 
-performance thereof by him there shall be paid to him during the continuance of this agreement in respect of the 
-services specified herein the sum of fifteen thousand pounds for twelve complete services to and from San Francisco 
and Sydney or the sum of one thousand two hundred and fifty pounds for each complete service to and from Sydney 

,and San Francisco payment for each complete service as aforesaid to be made on the return of each vessel from San 
:Francisco to Sydney. Provided that on th!3 written request of the said contractor the said Postmaster-General may 
at his option and on such conditions as he may think fit make payments in advance on account of sums becoming due 
for such services but such payments shall. not in any way affect the liability of the said contractor to carry out the 
provisions of this agreement. · ·. . · 

· That during the continuance of this agreement and so long as the same shall be faithfully canied out by the said 
contractor no charges for pilotage lighthouse dues or wharfage shall be made at the Port of Auckland for any of the 

'.steam-vessels carrying the mails referred to herein. - -

That all payments of premiums for the delivery of mails in less than contract time and of sums of money by way 
of penalty for delay in the deli very of mails f?r other breaches of this 3:greement shall be made every six months. 

That this agreement is to continue for twelve months from the 26th day of March next (that is to say) until the 
completion of twelve services to and from Sydney and San Francisco. , Provided that at the optio·u of the said 
contractor notice ·of which must be given to the said Postmaster-General in writing within six months from the date 
of'the first steamer leaving Sydney this agreement may be continued for a further term of four years. 

'fhat if the said contractor shall.at any day or hour appointed in the time-table hereto annexed anrl at any of the 
ports or places appointeu or named in the said time-table or at any of the several ports or places at. which an efficient 
vessel ought to lie proV:idecl as aforesaid fail to put or cause to-be put an efficient' steam-vessel to sea in accordance 
with the terms of tl:iis agreement then and so often as the same shall happen the sai'<l contractor shall forfeit and pay 
unto Her Majesty her heirs and succe8sors for the benefit of'the postal revenue of the Colony of New Zealand the sum 
of two pounds per hour for the first tl,·enty-foti:r hours and a: further sum of thirty shillings per hour for every hour af'tPr 

-the.first twenty-four hours which shall elapse until such a ve~sel actually pro.ceeds to ~ea on her voyage in performance 
of this agreement. Provided that the payment of any such sum shall not Le enforced against the said .contractor if it be 
shown by him to the satisfaction of the said Postmaster-General that the default has arisen from causes over which 

•·he -had not and _cpuld not have control, 
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:· · · That the·•saiii contractor sliall provide or cause to·be provided on board alh!teani-vessels to be employed or· used 
under ·this agreement ·between Sydney and San 'Francisco· a proper:safe,and convenient place of deposit for the m:aiis 

· witl1 secure fastenings lock and key and· to the satisfaction of· the • said- -Postm_aster~General: And· also that the said 
· contractor shajl provide oi:r board each of the steam~vessels to be employed under·this ~eement in the service between 

Sydney New Zealand and· Honolulu all necessary and suitable accommodation including lighting to the satisfaction of the 
said Postmaster-Gener?l·for the purpose of sorting and _making up-the mails -thei·eby conveyed. And on being. required 
by such Postmaster-General so to do will at his own cost erect on ·each of such vessels a·separate and convenientroom 
for such purpose .. And· that _the crew of each of ~he said v~ssels shall assist in co'nv~ying tlie mails between the m:m-
room and the sorting-room (if any} to·be erected as aforesaid or other separate sortmg--room used as such for the time 
b!ling; · 

· · That as often as the said Postmaster~General _during the·continuance of this agreement shall think fit to entrust 
the charge or custody of the mails to the master or ·commander of any vessel.to be employed for the time being in tl1e 
performance of this agreement and in all cases where the officer or other person appointed to have charge of the mails 
sh~ll be abse~t the master or commander of such vess.el shall-without any ·chai·ge o~her than that h_erein provided ~o be 
plild to the said contractor take due care of and the said contractor shall be responsible for the receipt safe custody and 
delivery ofthe·said mails. And each·ofsuch masters or-·eommanders· shall make the usual oath or declaration or 
declarations required or which may hereafter be required by such Postmaster-General in such and similar _cases·and 
furnish such journals returns and information and perform such services as such Postmaster-General or his agents may 
require. And every such master or commander ·or officer duly authorised by him having the charge of mails shall 
himself immediately on the arrival of any such vessel at any of the said ports or places deliver from the vessel's side 
at such time and place ·as the postmaster cir other person as next after mentioned shall- require all mails for such port or 
place into the hands of such postmaster or such other person at the said port or place as the said Postmaster-General shall 
·authorise to receive the same receiving in -like manner all the return or other mails to be forwarded in due course. . 

That the said contractor and all commanding and other officers of the vessels employed in the performance of this 
agreement and all agents seamen and servants ·of the said contractor shall at all times punctually attend to the orders 
·and directions of the said Postmaster-General his officers or agents as to the mode time and place oflanding delivering 
and receiving of mails subject as herein mentioned. 

That all and every the sums of money hereby stipulated tci be paid to the said contractor.unto Her Majesty her heirs 
and successors shall be considered as sti1,mlated or ascertained damages whether any damage or loss have or have not 
been sustained and shall and may be retained by the said Postmaster-General out of any moneys payable or which 
may ·thereafter become payal:ile to the said contractor or the payriierit may be enforced as .a debt due 'to H'er Majesty 
with full costs of suit,at the discretion·of'the said Postmaster-Genei:al. :Provided however that the payment by -tlie 
said contractor• of any sums of .money (by way, of penalties) shall-not in any manner p1:ejudice· the right of the said 
Postmaster-General to treat the failure (if any) on the part of the said contractor to put to sea .with a proper vessel 
or to perform any voyage a_t or withi~ the_ times in the said table respectively mentioned as a breach of this agreement. 

That should it be deemed by t!:i,e said Postmaster-General his officers or agents requisite for the public service that 
any vessel :to be employed under tliis agreement should at any time or times delay her departure from any port from 
which the mails are to be conveyed under this agreement beyond the period appointed for her departure therefrom 
the said Postmaster-General his officers or agents shall have power·fo orde1' such delay (not however exceeding twelve 
hours) by letter addressed by him or them. to ,and delivered to·the master of any such. vessel or the person acting as 
such or left for him on board the vessel not less than six hours before the period appointed for her departure and such 
letter shall L,e deemed a sufficient authority for such detention but if by reason of such detention the steamer so detained 
should fail to deliver the mail at the appointed time and place then the penalties herein provided for such failure shall 
not be enforced. • . · · . . 

That it ~hall be lawful for the said Postmaster-General at any time and from time to time to delegate any of the 
powers vested in him by virtue ofthese•presents to such person or persons,as he shall think.fit. . · · ·· 

That for the purpose of ensuring the due fulfilment of this agreement by the said contractor or his agents he shall 
lodge the sum of one thousand pounds with the Oriental Banking Corporation in Sydney to the credit of. the ·Post
master-General of New Zealand. And that of this sum five hundred pounds shall be returned on the departure from 
Sydney of the first steam-vessel in pursuance of this contract and the remaining five hundred pounds shall be returned on 
the completion to the satisfaction of the said ·Postmaster-General of this agreement, Provided that if this agreement 
should be continued beyond the first term of twelve inonths the said Postmaster-General may on the comm(lncement 
of the extended agreement and on receipt of other satisfactory security to the extent of one thousand pounds return 
the balance of five hundred pounds aforesaid. . · • , · 

. ' . . . . 
That the said Postmaster-General ·shall be the sole judge as to ·whether any breaches. of this contract have arisen 

from causes beyond the control of the said contractor or his agents and whether any or what amount of penalty shall 
be deducted from the said sum of one thousand pounds deposited as aforesaid. · · · 

In witness whereof the said parties to these presents have hereunto set their hands and seals the day and year 
first before written, · 

TIME-TABLE for tlte Mail Service_ by tlte California,n, New Zealand, and Australian Mai_l Line of Packets • 

.... , :·; '. OUTWARDS,· 

To.leave Sydney on the 26th March, 1870. • To Ie°ave·Auckland 2nd April~ 1870. 
,, ,, 27th April, ,, ,, . ,, . 4th May, ,. . 
,, ,, 28th May, ... :,, , ,, . . ,, ., 4th June, ,, 
,, ,, 30thJune" ,, ,, ,,. ·7t_hJuly,· ,, 

-and each month·following to leave Sydney ·on the.iast day ~fthe,month,. and to .leave Auckland on ,the -7th of ,the 
following month. . • . . , · : , . , . . . 

The steamers to leave Sydney at 4 o'clock p.m., and ·Auckland at 2 _o'clock .. p,m;, respectively; on the -ab~ve~ 
appointed days. . 



61,, 

.--1 

To leave San Francisco on {he 10th. day of each month, commencing on the 10th day of April next.· 
' ., . . .·.· ' 

For and on behalf of the Government ofNew·zealand, / · .i 

Signed, sealed, a~d delivered by the_.said Julius l . 
· , Vogel, m the presence of---,- , , S 

(L.s.) . .JULIUS VOGEL · .. : 
. , Postmast:r-Generalo 

' ' CHARLES KNIGHT, Au4itor-General, ,New Ze11land . 
. W1111;_1,AM SJiJ.ED, Insp~ctor of Cus_t~nns, N_e,v ZeaHi.1,1~-

Signed, seale:l, and delivered. by the said Hayden l ( ) 
. Hezekiah Hall, in the presenc~ of- ~ L.s. H.H. HALL. 

· CHARLES :KNIGHT, Auditor-General, New Zealand. 
WILLIA:M·, SEED; Inspector of,Customs, New Zealand.· 

ARTiCLES OF' AGREEMENT made the 1·1th day of January one thousand eight. hundred and seventy betw~en ·the 
. · Corporation of the Australian Steam Navigation Company carrying on business in Sydney. and elsewhern 

· in .the Australasian Colonies aI1d hereinafter designated " owners" of the one part and Hayden Hezekiah Hall 
of Sydney aforesaid merchant Consul for the United States of.America and hereinafter -designated '' charterer" 
of the other part whereby it is agreed as follows:- ' · · · 

• 'l. That tbe said owners will let and the said charterer will hire the steamships "Balclutha" and "Rangatira" 
or two other vessels ofa like clas3 accommod~ru:L.tounage-11.t....tllfL.Qption of the said owners and that the said 
vessels shall be seaworthy and be furnished T;ith all such equi1Jments tackle apparel and furniture as are and have 
been ordinarily used by them as seagoing passenger vessels and shall be provided with the usual certificate for such 
vessels from the Steam Navigation Board of New South Wales required:.by the laws of the said 'Colony and that 
the first of such vessels in such conditiun and with such certificate shall be handed over to the said charterer on 
or before_ the twenty-sixth day of March next and the ·othedn: like manner on or before the twenty-seventh day 
of April next. · 

2. T_hat such charter shall continue for the terni of five years from the date when the first of such steam-ships
shall be handed over to the said charterer but after the expiration of three calendar months from such date shall 
be determinable upon either party giving three calendar months' notice in writing of intention to determine the 
same it being agreed between the said parties that this charter is for six calendar months certain at the least. 

3. The charterer shall provide and pay for the masters engineers and crew of, the said vessels and all port 
charges wages provisions and fuel and all other, ordinary necessaries expenses of working and navigating the 
chartered vessels but the board of directors or manager of the said company shall have the approval of the masters 
and.engineers of the same and if any'mastet or engineer shall be appointed without such approval he shall be 
forthwith removed if his removal be requested by such board of directors or manager of the said company. The 
master engineers and crew to be the servants ... of .. the .charterer. and.,,.not of the owners the said charterer being 
responsible for all their actions. 

. ' ' 

4. That an inventory of the said ships shaH be made and shall at the time of handing the same over be signed 
by the charterer together with a receipt for the articles named therein and that all articles contained in the said 
inventory shall be returned in good order and conditio,n reasonable wear and tear excepted by the charterer on 
the said ships_ being respectively returned to the said owners. 

I 

5; That all repairs required for the said ships shall be executed by the owners at their own expense while such 
ship!" may be in the port of Sydney but any repairs which may be effected by the charterer while such ships shall 
be a)Jsent from Sydney shall be done at his own costs and the said owners shall not be bound to reimburse him: 
such costs. 

6 .. That to prevent ihe.said ships from being arrested at any port or charged or made liable for the payment 
of wages or any other expenses the said charterer agrees to pay the masters engineers and crew one month's pay 
in advance before the said vessels leave Sydney on each voyage by advance notes payable at the offices of the 
owners three days after ships' leaving Auckland for such seamen as are certified as having sailed in the ship balance 
if any to be handed to charterer the amount of such advances to be deposited with the .manager by the charterer 
pefore the commencement of the voyage and to give an order on the New Zealand Government to hold at the 
disposal of the said owners such balance of subsidy payable to the charterer on each voyage or may remain in theif 
;hands such order to be returned so soon as the owners shall have ascertained after the termination of such voyage 
that the conditions of these presents have been complied with by the said charterer and that there are no claims 
affecting the said vessels. 

7. The vessels hereby chartereci shall not be run or employed by the said charterer ex~ept between the port_s 
of Sydney in New South Wales Auckland in.N.ew.Zealand. and Honolulu in the Sandwich Islands. 

8. That the said charterer shall not carry any pas,sengers or cargo between the port of Sydney and any port 
or ports in New Zealand to ·be landed at such port or ports or vice ·versa and for ·every passenger so carried in 
contraveniion of this article shall pay to the said owners twenty-five pounds and for every ton or part of.a ton 
of cargo five pounds as and fol' liquidated damages. 

9. For the use of the said vessels respectively the said charterer shall pay to the said owners the sum of five 
hundred pounds in respect of each vessel upon her being handed over and a further sum of five hundred pounds 
in respect of each vessel every thirty days after the same has been handed over so long as this charter shall continue 
,all such payments to be made in Sydney. ' 

10. The said charterer shall re-deliver the said vessels· to the owners in Sydney ·and shall pay a rateable 
proportion of the charter money for any time during which such vessels respectively shall be detained after the 
determination of the charter by effluxion of time or by such notice as aforesaid. , 

In witness whereof the seal of the said Australasian Steam Navigation Company has been affixed and the 
said Hayden Hezekiah Hall has hereunto set his hand and seal the day and year first above written. 
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The Colonial Secretary, Nem South Wales; to the Postmaster-General, Nem Zealand. 

Colonial Secretary's O.ffice, : 
~16.) · · Sydney, Nem South Wales} l3tli January, 1870. 

IR1 , . . . . . . 

_ I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of yesterday's date, transmitting copy of 
the contract entered into between yourself and Mr. H. H. Hall, for 'the proposed Californian postal 
service, and suggesting that, pending any permanent arrangement for subsidizing the same, New Soutlt 
Wales iihould contribute, month by montli, at the rate agreed on, namely-£10,000 for twelve services 
to and from· San Francisco. 

2. In reply, I have the honor to inform you that this Government is not in possession of authority 
from Parliament admitting of a complian,pe with t.he al:>ove suggestion, at any rate as submitted in your 
letter under· acknowledgment. 

3.· In asking Parliament to sanctio~ the arrangements already provisionally made between the 
Colonies of New South Wales, New Zealand, and Queensland, this Government will include provision 
for the whole period, from the date on which the service may commence; and in the meantime the 
Postmaster-General will be asked to give, by departmental arrangement, whatever allowance he can fairly 
and legally make for the transmission of the mails. 

I have, &c., 
JOHN ROBERTSON. 

Tlie Principal Under-Sccret1try to the Secretmy to the General Post Office. 

Srn, 
Colonial Secreta1·y's Office, Sydney, 13th January, 1870. 

WITH reference to the arrangements provisionally made with the Colonies of New Zealand and 
Queensland, for the establishment of postal communication with California, I am directed by the Colonial 
Secretary to state that, in asking Pai;liament to sanction those arrangements, it is intended to include 
provision for the whole period from the date on which the service may have commenced, and to request 
that you will invite the Postmaster-General to have the goodness to give in the meantime, by departmental 
arrangement, whatever allowance can be fairly and legally made for the transmission of the mails by the 
line referred to. · 

I have, &c., 
HENRY HALLORAN. 

MEMORANDUM; 

As I am about to leave the Government, I tl1ink it desirable that I should say that, with regard to 
tlie postal service via Torres Straits, it seems to me desirable the Governments interested in it should 
obtain, if possible, a contract with the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company. That 
eompany has ah-eady the Suez Line, so called, but which, for my purpose in this paper, I will call the 
Southern Line. If they could be induced to take up also the Torres Straits Line, five first-class ships 
could pe1form the duty for both lines, while if another company is introduced each would require th·ree 
ships. The difference of cost must be at once obvious. 

I have already spoken to Mr. Moore, tlie agent for the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation 
Company, on the matter, and he has addressed (I understand) his principals favourably on the subject. 
It would be ,vell therefore to keep this phase of the matter in mind. It may be, however, that the 
Australasian Steam Navigation Company and Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company may 
arrange for the services, as I am aware that some negotiation is going on between them in connection 
with the Line via New Zealand to California; and, if not, the business at present engaged in by the 
Australasian Steam Navigation Company, of direct communication to Townsville, might facilitate their 
taking up the Torres Straits Line. 

l3tli Janum·y, 1870. 
JOHN ROBERTSON. 

The Colonial Sec1·eta1·y, Nem Soutli Wales, to the Colonial Secretm·y, _Nem Zealand. 

Colonial Secretary's Office, 
(28.) Sydney, Nem South Wales, 28th Janua1·y, 1870. 
·srn, 

I have the honor to forward herewith, for the information of your Government, copy of a telegram 
wluch I have received from the Colonial Treasurer of Queensland, intimating the approval, by the 
Government of that Colony, on certain conditions, of the propositions submitted to it relative to telegraphic 
communication, trade with foreign countries, and the Torres Straits and Californian mail services. 

I have, &c., 
CHARLES COWPER. --



T(!legramfrom fl!,e Colonial Treasurer; Queensland, to the Colonial Secretary, New Souili Wale!• 

Brisbane, 25th January, 1870. 
.. . THE telegraphic me~oranda are approved, on condition that the subsidy towards the New Zealand cable be, 
payable. only _whilst.the cablEl is .in working ordei:,. The memoranda as to trade, &c. with foreign countries are' 
approved in their entirety. The memo. as to Torres Straits and Californian mails approved, on condition that the 
delivery, or' the Queensland portion of the mail via California be a charge on_ the service. Letter by mail. 

- - . . . - . -
The Colonial Secretary, Nerv Zed.land, to the Colonial Secretary, Nerv South Wales. 

(39.) Colonial Secretary's Office, Wellington, 14th Febrzeary, 1870.: 
s~ - . 
. I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No; 28, of_ the 28th ultimo, forwarding 
~opy of a telegram from the Colonial Treasurer, Queensland, intimating the approval of the Government. 
of that Colony, on certain conditions, of the propositions submitted to it, relative to telegraphic conimuni-'. 
cation, trade with foreign countries, and the Torres Straits and Californian mail services; and, in reply, 
to point out to you that Queensland'.s conditional assent is to some extent tantamount to opening up the 
whole question afresh. I hope, however, this will not be necessary, as on examining the two points 
1·aised I am inclined to expect that, on reconsideration, the G(?vernment of Queensland will see fit to 
affix that unconditional approval to the memoranda which is necessary, according to the terms therein 
contained, to enable them to be forwarded to the other Colonies. 

The first point, about the guarantee being payable only whilst the cable is in working order, is 
undoubtedly a question to be dealt with when the guarantee is given. Provision will have to be made to 
guard against failure of cable and to preserve it in working order; but the Colonies guaranteeing will be_ 
parties to the agreement, and this and other points will have to be dealt with by them jointly. - .At present 
there seems no obj~ct to be gained by loading the memorandum with conditions. · 

The second point, about the cost of service between Queensland and New South Wales, is one with_ 
which the two Colonies will have to deal. By the agreement you will observe that New South Wales 
:and Queensland are together to contribute ten thousand pounds, it being between them a matter of £10,000, 

arrangement what amount each shall pay. The whole money goes to the contractors, with whom the 
contract is already made. Similarly Victoria is asked for six thousand pounds, she having to make her £oooo. 
own arrangements for connecting with New South Wales. When you consider that Sydney is to be the 
terminus of the Californian service, I am sure you will agree to make such an arrangement with Queens_. 
land as will remove the objection raised. 

I have, &c., 
W. GISBORNE. 

. . . . . 

The Colonial· Secretary, Nerv South Wales, to the Colonial Secretary, Nerv Zealand. 

Colonial Secretary's Qffi,ce, 
Sydney, Nerv South Wales, 14th .1'11arch, 1870. 

S1R,. 
I HAVE the lionor to acknowledge the 1·eceipt of your letter of the 14th ultimo, respecting the 

conditional assent of the Queensland Government to the propositions submitted to it, relative to telegraphie 
· ccimm1J,nication, trade_ with foreign countries, and the Torres Straits. and. Californian mail services; and, 
in reply, to refer you to my communication of this day's date (in answer to Mr. Fox's letter of the 19th 
ultimo), in which will be_ found an explanation of the present necessary suspension of arrangements in 
connection with the subject referred to. · 

I have, &c., 
CHARLES COWPER. 

W. Fox, Esq., to tlte Colonial Secretary, Nerv South Wales. 

General Government Offices, Auckland, 19th February, 1870. 
Srn, 

I HA VE th~ honor to signify the approval of the New Zealand Cabinet of the memorandum agreed to 
by the _Honorable J. Robertson, the Honorable J. Vogel, Dr. Knight, and the Honorable Charles. Lilley, 
on various subjects, including mail and telegraphic communication and commercial treaties. . · 

I presume you will communicate copies to the other Governments in the terms of the memoranda. 

I have, &c., 
WILLIAM FO:X:l 



The Colonial Secretary, New Soutlt Wales, to the Colonial Secretary, Nem Zealand • . 

Colorifai Secretary's Office, Sydney, New Soutli Wales~ l4tli 11:lq.rcli, 1_870. 
&~ . 
. . I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Fox's letter, dated Auc;kland, 19th February; 

1870, and intimating the approval by the New Zealand Government of the memorandum agreed to by the 
Honorable J. Robertson, the Honorable J. Vogel, Dr. Knight, and the Honorable Charles Lilley, on 
various subjects, including mail and telegraphic communication and commercial treaties. 

2. In reply, I have the honor to inform you that, having intimated to the Queensland Government 
the substance of Mr. Vogel's letter to my predecessor on the above subject, I am now in receipt of a 
telegram from that Government, announcing that it withdraws entirely and conclusively from all Con-, 
ference arrangements, and promising an explanation by letter, which has not yet been received. . 

3. On the receipt of the expected explanation, a further communication will be immediately made 
to you. In the meantime, however, further action as regards communication with other Government~·
ivould not be prudent. 

I have, &c., 

CHARLES· COWPER •. 

Telegmmfrom the Colonial Secreta1·y, New South Wales? to the Colonial Secretary, Queensland. 

Sydney, 18th Fcb1·uary, 1870. 
ROBERTSON has a letter from Vogel, advising against any change of arrangement lest the whole goes 

by the board.. If you will look at the memo. of agreement, you will see that allowance cannot be made 
from the se1-vice for the expense to and from Brisbane. Your Colony and ours are to find £10,000 ; 
New Zealand will do no more for you than is agreed. The only course open will be for New South 
Wales and Queensland to divide the cost of the New S.outh Wales and Queensland service; and Robertson 
has ascertained that the Australasian Steam Navigation Company will do it both ways for £200 the round 

. voyage ; condition, however, that the Co~pany is not to be bound to start the mail sooner than thirty-six 
hom'S after arrival in Sydney. Of comse, whenever consistent with their work, they will start it as quickly 
as possible, and even detain their steamer should the Auckland mail. be in sight. They insist on port dues 
being remitted for the voyage for ships with these mails. The rate they ask is very moderate, and to get 
the whole matter concluded we are willing to agree to it. Telegraph reply. 

Telegramfrom the Colonial Secretary, Queensland, to the Colonial Secretary, New South Wales. 

Brisbane, 23rd February, 1870. 
YOUR telegram received. Queensland withdraws entirely and conclusively from all the Conference

arrangements. Explanatory letter by next mail. 

Telegramfrom tlte Colonial Secretm-y, New Soutli Wales, to tlte Colonial Seci·etai·y, Queensland. 

Sydney, llth .11:larclt, 1870 .. 
· EXPLANATORY letter, promised in your telegram of 23rd ultimo, not yet received. The omission is 
embarrassing as regards com~unications with New Zealand. 

Telegram from tlte Colonial Secretary, Queensland, to the Colonial Secretai·y, New Soutli Wales. 

Brisbane, 14th ilfarch, 1870 •. 
EXPLANATORY letter, referred to in yom telegram ofllth March, posted on-that day. 

The Colonial Secretary, Queensland, to the Colonial Sec1·eta1·y, Nero South Wales. 

(70-6 8.) Colonial Secretary's Office, Brisbane, 10th .11'Ia1·clt, 1870. 
Sm, . 

. I_ HAVE the honor to acknowledge your telegl'am of the 18th of February ultimo, to which I replied 
by the same medium, on the 23rd of that month, that the Government of Queensland withdrew entirely 
and conclusively from all the postal and telegraph arrangements. As the conditions on which the adhesion 
of Queensland was based were not conceded, this Colony had no hesitation in so withdrawing. 

It is not improbable that at some future time, not far distant, the whole of the Australian Colonies 
~l be enabled to meet in Conference on all subjects of mutual concernment. 



The Government of Queensland. cannot adrnowledge, the terms of your telegram~· that New Zealand 
in the proposed ari;angements, "di_d anything for Queensland," but on the contrary, this Colony, by the 
preliminary memoranda,.was required to bear its full propor~ion of the cost of the services. · , 

I am.instructed, on.behalf of our Government, to state that we are willing to submit to· Parliament 
'the' provisional arrangement between us and Mr. Robertson entered-into in August, 1869, for the .Torres 
'Straits·route; · 

I have; &c., 
. CHARLES' LILLE¥. 

The Colonial Secretary, Nerv Zealand, to the Colonial Secretary, New South Wales. 

Geneml Government Offices, Auckland, 5th April;· 1870. 
~~· , 

I HAVE the honor to remind you that you have not yet informed me whether you have made provision 
;for contributing, month by month, pending other arrangements as suggested in my letter to you of the 
.lOth January, 1870, for the, carriage of .the New South Wales mails . to California at the rate of Ten 
:thousand.pounds a year, being the sum agreed on by the contract as that which should be asked from.New 
South Wales. That Colony to make with Queensland such arrangement as the two Colonies migb,t 
mutually agree on. 

· . I understood that either the Postmaster-_General would arrange to make the payments out of ordinary 
cServices, or that, on Parliament meeting, special provision would be sought for the purpose. . 

, I _beg you will_ ,believe that I am not actuated by any desire to hasten your aITangements, but by the 
•wish which you also I believe share, to do everything calculated to make a success of the new mail 
service from which so much benefit .may 'result. I need not reniind you that the moneys you pay will go 
to the contractor-not to the Government of New Zealand. 

Sm, 

I have, &c., 
JULIUS VOGEL, · 

Pro Colonial Secretary. 

The Colonial Secretary, Nerv South Wales, to the Colonial Secretary, Nerv Zealand. 

Colonial Secretary's Office, Rydney, 27th April,1870. 

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the . 5th, in~tant, and to express my 
regret that, owing to the great pressui·e of Parliamentary business and the withdrawal of Mr. Robertson 
from the Ministry, it has not been in my power to give such attention to the question of the Californian 
postal service as would enable me to do more at this momerit than' to acknowledge your Despatch. ·· 

' 2. At the 1:equest, however, of the Po~tmaster-General, and that an understanding for the preseqt 
·_transport of mails may exist, I have the honor _to state, for the information of your Government, that 
this Colony is willing to pay to New Zealand the sum of twenty shillings per pound (being the sam'e 
·amount as was charged to the non-contracting Colonies during the existence of the Panama mail contract) 
on the weight of all New South Wales correspondence conveyed by the San Francisco mail route. It is 

. of course to be understood that this rate of payment will only apply to correspondence received from and 
, despatched to places beyond your Colony, and not to correspondence received from or addressed· to the 

· Colony of New Zealand • 

. 3. With reference to the correspondence last alluded to, it should perhaps be observed that under 
the postal laws of this Colony the master.of the steam-packet would be compelled to convey it on p·ayment 

·-of the usual gratuity of one penny per letter being tendered to him.. This gratuity, however, wa_s 'not 
. offere_d to the master of the Wonga Wonga, which left on the 26th ultimo·; and it is considered advisable 
that it should not be offered to the masters of any of the steamers engaged in this service, pending the 

· receipt of an intimation fi:om your Government on the subject,-as it is understood that under the c.ontraqt 
'the master of the steamer is prohibited from· receiving any payment otherwise than direct from' tlie 
Government of New Zealand. 

. ' 

. . 4. I ,have the honor to add that, in anticipati(m of the··acquiescence of y~ur Governnie~t in the 
,above arrangement, this Colony will continue to despatch' mails by the steamers employed in this' mail 
,service. · 

· I have, &c., · 
CHARLES COWPER. 
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.The Secretary, General Post Office, to the Principal Under Secretary. 

General Post Office, Sydney, 25th April, 1870~ 
Srn, 

I AM directed to request that you . will be so good as to move the Colonial Secretary.· to cause a 
,communication, with reference to previous coITespondence on the subject, to. be addressed to· the Chief 
Secretary of New Zealand, intimating the willingness of the Government of this Colony to pay to New 
Zealand the sum of twenty shillings per pound (being the same amount as was charged to the non~ 
contracting· Colonies during the existence of the Panama mail contract) on the weight of all correspondence 
·conveyed.by the San Francisco mail route. 

2. I am to state that it will of course be understood that ·such payment will only apply to corre~ 
spondence received from and despatched to places beyond New Zealand, and not to correspondence 
received frqm or addressed to the Colony of New Zealand. 

. 3. With reference to the last-mentioned -correspondence, it should perhaps be observed that unde1• 
'the poi,tal laws of this :colony the master of the steam-packet would be compelled to convey it on payment 
of the usual gratuity of one penny pe1: letter being tendered to him.; but that this gratuity was not offered 
:to the master of the Wonga Wonga, which left on the 26th ultimo, and the Postmaster-0-eneral- is of 
'opinion that the gratuity should not be offered to the masters. of any of the steamers until instructions are 
:received from New Zealand, ;is it is understood· that under the contract ( of which, however, the Postmaster• 
·. General has no copy), the master of the steamer is prohibited from receiving any payment otherwise than 
: direct from the Government of New Zealand. · · ,. · • 

4. I am to add that, in anticipation of the acqµiescence of the New Zealand Government in this 
· arrangement, this Colony will continue to despatch :i;nails by the steamers employed in this mail service. 

I have, &c., 
S. H. LAMBTON. 

The Colonial Secreta1·y Nem Soutli Wales, to tlte Ooloniat Secretary, Nero Zealand. 

Colonial Secretary's Office, Sydney; Nem South Wales, 5tli 11:lay, 1870. 
Srn,. · 

. IN your letter of the 5th ultimo-the receip,t of which I was able, for the reasons stated, only hastily 
to acknowledge in my letter of the 27th of the same month, by the then outgoing mail-you remind me 
that I have not yet informed you whether I have made provision for contributing, month by month, 
pending other arrangements, as suggested in your letter of the 10th of January last, for the carriage of 
New South Wales mails to California, at the rate of £10,000 a year, being the sum agreed on as that which 
should be ~sked from New South Wales, that Colony making w_it_h Queensland such arrangement as the 
two Colonies might mutually agree upon; and you add, that it was understood that the Postmaster-General 
. would· arrange to make the payments out of ordinary services, or that, on Parliament meeting, special 
provision would be sought for the plU'pose. 

2. If I refer to the terms of the memorandum of agreement relating to the Californian postal service, 
·it is to provide that no misapprehension shall arise from the expressions which I have quoted in the firs_t 
· paragraph of this letter from yours of the 5th ultimo. · 

. 3. It is stated in the memorandum of agreement that, in the event of New Zealand being able to 
'. contract for a service between San Francisco, Auckland, and Sydney, New South Wales and Queensland 
· shall contribute to the cost in the proportion of three-fifths by New Zealand, and two-fifths by New South 
·Wales and Queensland, provided that the cost to New South Wales and Queensland shall not exceed 
£10,000 per annum. 

·4, From this it will be seen that the liability in these proposed arrangements was the liability of N e,v 
, South Wales and Queensland equally, and not of· New South. Wales on behalf of Queensland, to whose 
Government she should be supposed to look for her share of the expenditure. ' 

_ . 5. With this brief preliminary explanation, I have now the honor to say, in reference to my letter 
: intimating to you the course taken by the Queensland Governm mt in their withdrawal from the arrange
. ments provisionally concurred in by them, that I have, notwithstanding such expressed determination on 
'their part, re-opened correspondence in the hope of inducing them to abide by arrangements provisionally 
· entered into by them, approved of in the main by the Cabinet, and to be left to the approval or disapproval 
~ of their ~egislature; and it is not without a hope that such communications may lead to a favourable issue. 

6. The Government of Mr. Lilley has, a11 you are doubtless aware, after being in considerable ·diffi
culty for a length of time, succumbed ; but I will take an early opportunity of renewing negotiations with 

'the present Ministry, and I trust that the expressed determination of withdrawal may not be ultimately 
· persevered in. 

7. In the meantime the papers will be laid before Parliament; but as it is about proroguing, nothing 
,forther is likely to take place in the matter until after its re-assembling early in August next. 

I have, &c., 
CHARLES COWPER. 
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. ' 

· The Colonial Secretary, New South Wales, to the· Colonial Bec~etary, Queensland~. ,. ..--

Sm, 
Colonial Sec~etary's Offece, Sydney, New South Wales, 6th 1.l:fay, is70. 

. , CIRCUMSTANCES connected with the change 'in this Government, not less than the great pressure of 
Parliamentary and public business, have, I regret to say, prevented my fully considering until now.your 
predecessor's letter of the 10th March last, confirming the decision conveyed in his telegram of the 23ra 
February, that the Government of Quee;nsland withdrew entirely and conclusively from all the postal and 
telegraph arrangements, and adding that, as the conditions on which the adhesion of Queensland was based 

._were n.ot .conceded, your Government had no hesitatio~ in so withdrawing. • 
) 

: · 2. The proposal contained in your letter of the.3rd February last, that provision should be made f~r 
.: sending on to Brisbane the Queensland mails delivered in Sydney from San Francisco, was. certainly not 
"acceded to in my telegram of the l,8th of the·. same . month, nor ccmld it _be_ claimed under the terms of tlJ:e 
. memorandum of provisional arrangements. ' • · :, , :: 

~ · . 3. I am ~nable to find that this Government hesitated to abide by the conditions on whfoh th~ ad.Ii~ 
sion of Queensland was based. Your Cabinet approved in the main of the propo~ed arr!).ngements; and} 
had therefore hoped that, as provided for in the understood action to be taken, the approval or disapproval 

- of the Parliament of your Colony would have been sought; and it is possible .therefore that a misconception, 
. on the part of your predecessor, may have led to the unexpected decision of total and conclusive withdra~~l 
from the proposed arrangements. 
' ' '· . ' ' . ; ' ' . . '. -) 

4. In this light, therefore,_ and wit4 the hope of a better understanding, to which mutual. explanatio~s 
may conduc{, I desire to re-open the correspondence on a subject of so much interest to the Australasian 
Colonies. 

· . 5. In my telegram of the 18th February I wrote-" Robertson has a letter from Vogel, .a1'!?ising 
against any change of arrangements,". and referred you to the terms of the memorandum of agreeme~t, tltat 
you might see that a certain allowance desired by your Govei·nment -could not be claimed thereunder; 
and I added that New Zealand would do_ no more for you than "!)as agreed upon. 

. 6. In view, however, of the great importance of the successful completion of the proposed arrange
, menfs, to which your Government became a party, I would invite them to reconsider the grounds on which 

their determination of withdrawal was arrived at, and to state more fully in wh?,t manner the conditions ·bf 
their adhesion to the arfangements in question have'not been complied with, and further aJ'!d moi:e. fulJy, 

· what is desired by your Government to induce them to carry through the arrangements to which, within 
· the consent of your Legislature, it was 'hoped they would haye -considered themselves substalltiaUy 

committed, · · 

I have, ~c .. , .,. 

APPENDIX L 

·. ·soUTH AUSTRALIA. 

l3liITISi-I. AUSTRALIAN_ ,TELEGRAPH. 

CHARLES COWPER. 

,: 

. . ' -. ' 
CORRESPONDENCE between the Ho~. Chief Secretary and. the _British ,Australian Telegraph Q61Jl

pany relative to the Completion of Direct Telegraphic Communication with England, together with 
Report by C. Todd,. Esq., Superintendent·of Telegraphs, on Telegraph Line from Port Augusta to 
Port Darwin in connection with same. , . .-i 

YouR EXCELLENCY, 
, . , • .• . . I 

Telegraph Construction arid Maintenance Comprmy, Limited and Reduced, Offices, 
. . _ _ _ 38, Old B1·oad-street, London, 22nd Janum·y, 1870. E.G. 

I HAVE the honor herewith to enclose you a prospectus of the British-A1istralian Telegraph Company, 
the capital of which has been raised, and .we have to-day recei:ved the order for the manufacture of the 
cable and land lines between Burketown in Northern Australia and Singapore, in continuation of the direct 

.·submarine telegraph communication betwe~n t~at·place.aii.d Great Britain. , . : . · 
·, 
,I 

The board of dii-ectors .of this company; observing- that the portion of the land .line .to be constructed 
. between Burketown-in Queensland and Port Darwin lies across territory within ·the jurisdiction of· t'b.e 
.South Australian Government, .beg to request the. sanction of Youi' Excellenpy's Government for the 
execution of these works. . . : •) 

- · We should alsocfeel obliged by Your Excellency a:f;fording.-to o:ur agent, Commander Noel Osborn, of 
· the Royal Navy, all facilities in the powei· of the:. Soiith Australian .. Goye~·nment ·towards the· s_uccessful 

., · execution of this undertaking; and that gentleman, who :will. leave for ,Adelaide ,by the next :i;nail in_ ,E~b-
1·uary, has instructions to wait personally upon Yom· Excellency for the necessary authcfrity. '<: 
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I feel sure that Your Excellency's Government will fully appreciate the importance to the community 
in South Australia. of the telegraphic· facilities with Great Britain and Europe. which· we are endeavouring· 
to supply, and that we may count on every aid and support being given to us. 

. ' . ',, . . . . 

I have the honor, &c., 
-SHER.A.RD OSBORN, Captain R.N., JJtianaging Director. 

'.'To Ris E~cellency tlik 'Gov'ernor of Boiitli Austmlia. . 

Soutli .Australia, Oltief Secretm-y's Office, Adela,ide, 29th March, 1870. 
Srn, _ . . . . . . _ _ . . . 

· I .AM directed by the Chief Secretary to inform you that His Excellency the Governor has received 
your letter of.the 22nd January fast; on the subject of the construction of. a telegraph line between Port 
·Darwin and Burketown, and to state, in reply, that this Government will recommen4. Parliament to grant 
to the British-Australian Telegraph Company such powers as may be necessai·y for the erection and main-• 
tenance of th.e line of telegraph propos(;)Q. by thµ,t company within the South Australian territory, and will 

· b.e 'happy to afford Commander Noel Osborn, R,N., on his ari:ival, every facility for the succ~ssful execution 
of the· object of his visit. 

This Government, however, wouJd much · prefer 'the construction of a line from Port Darwin to our 
·northernmost telegraph station, viz., Port Augusta; and I am to intimate that they will be prepared to
submit to the Legislature a measure to authorise the entering into an arrangement with the company ·for· 
direct telegraphic communicatioi:i across the continent to Port Augvsta, by a line erected under a Govern-
ment guarantee, oi· by a·line constructed and worked by this Government. 

I lmve the honor, &c., 
. J. BOOTHBY, Unde1· Secretary •. 

· Captain SHERARD O:SBORN, R.N., Managing Director, . . 
. , Telegraph· Coizstruciion · Company, 38, Old Broad-street, London. 

;Snt~. 
·chief Secretary's Office, Adelaide; 23rd April, 1870 •. 

WITH reference. to conversations between yourself and members of the Ministry on the subject of' 
telegraphic communication with Great Britain, as proposed by the British-Australian Telegraph Company, 
I have the honor, by the Chief Secretary's directions, to enclose fqr your information copy of my reply, of 
the 29th ultimo, to Captain Sherard Osbotn's letter of the 22nd Januarylast,•from which you ,vill observe· 
that this Government have already intimated their desire to give every facility for the construction of a line 
from Port Darwin to Burketown; but that, preferring the erection of a direct line to Port Augusta, it was. 
further stated that they would be prepared to submit a measure to the Legislatt1re upon the subject. 

I am now directed to intimate to you that, with further information before them, and after considera-
tion of the report of Mr. Todd, F.R.A.S., the Superintendent of Telegraphs [copy of which is enclosed], 
it is the intention of this Government, on Parliament reassembling, to submit a Bill to authorize 
them to construct a line of telegraph to connect Port Augusta with Port Darwin, such construction to be· 
contingent on the British-Australian Telegraph Company guaranteeing to land their submarine cable at the, 
latter Port. The Government of Queensland 'will be allowed to join such line at or near the Roper. 

The Government trust that the action now proposed will induce the ,British-Australian Telegrapfr 
Company to. adhere to their decision to terminate the cable at Port Darwin, as they believe the greatest 

· advantage will thereby ·be secured to the Australian Colonies and t◊- the projectors of the undertaking. 

A telegram embodying the above will be transmitted· to the Secretary of State, with a request that a: 
copy may be forwarded for the information of your company •. · 

I have·,the honor, &c., 

Commander NoEL OSBORN, R.N., Adelaide. 
J. BOOTHY, Under Secretary. 

Srn, 
F. 248 j 70.] Electric Telegraph Department, Adelaide, l8tli April, 1870. 

HAVING had seve-ral 'interviews ·with Commander Noel Osborne, R.N., at which the objects of his 
· mission were discussed,· I have now the honor to submit the following remarks and suggestions for the early 
· consideration of the Government, it being desirable that some decision should be arrived at before the next 
outgoing mail. 

. . Commander Osborn represents the Telegraph Construction and 'Maintenance Company, who have 
-·entered into contracts for the construction of the line projected by the British~Australian Telegraph 
Company, a copy of whose prospectus was lately- received from· the Agent-General, and• is herewith 
appended. _ 



t69 . ...,, . .) 

. · ::Ever}'.': _ofl'.er-hi~erto. ,lias .involved ;th~ ,:p~yment ,of la;rge. s_ubl'1i~~esi l;mt so f!lr ,a~- ~:pptars; the yropo,~ition 
31:ow,subm1tte!i r!')quJres nc:> .suph ,re~pq:ris~lnhty, bu,t _reh~s ;W:ho~lY: on, tlie ~l'.~,:!fi.c fo_r, J?!l:YI,U~~~-- _ Y\T_e .f~v;,
,-a scheme, 1w;ell ,conE11dered, and s~pported by :an experienced and :powerful .compa,ny, ca11abl~ of carmD:g• 
out .the work-,to a.s:uccessfµl ,comp,letiqn. AUthat is asked of us, .are the hece~sa1:y Jacilities 'fo;r b1:ing~~g 
the ?able to our shores; land for stations ; _and 111\1'.t we should efssist by' ~e~11iµ,g .· a 'track for _the J~itf 
,section. , 

It is no unimportant consideratio11 that. .the cable to be laid will actually form a po1;tio11 of a~ integr~ 
through line, practically under one management; free~ therefoi:e, from the. complications arid - delays· 
incide11:tal .to divided cqntrol ~nd.foreign op~rators. 

:Such are the alt_ered a11d,favourable . co11ditions 11nder whfoh the . scheme is tj~w placed befo~·e µs. · ): 
would, theref01:e,,in ,view of the importance .of_teleg~·aphic communic[!,tion with Olli; northern tefrttory, .m),d 
the desirability of openi11g µp an overland :route, strongly advis,e that every effort. 1>hould ,be:made ).efO:i~ 
,Commander O!'1born:leaves us to secure _the landing of the cable at Port Darwin; foj·, altho1J.gh.tliat p,Iac~ 
is named in the prospectus, I understand it is by no means certain that it will be actirnlly'taken there, unless 
So.tith .Australia '.tak,e,some- steps to secure it. ··.English capitalists , have ver.y. naturally gr,e.l!-t .reluctal).ce to 

,encounter unknc:>wn obstacles~ and d,ll,,ngers~even:though the ·dange:i's.may.be more iniagimiry. than '1;ea1~m.; 
erecting and. main{ajning a)and line .through an un~ettled count~y: They feer--and correctly too_:_that, )Ji:~ 
loc:al Gc:>v;ernments .. are in, a_ far J>etter · position for cai:rying out this part· of ,tlie wo& ; .arid i_t _;would~ 

•consequently, require ve1;y little ai,gument on .the part of Queensland to. induce th_e,comp3J/.y .to ,3:bandon ·an 
idea of a -land Jine, and. C!tl'l'Y their cable. instead direct .to , the shoi'.es of' Carpentaria, thus ~xciluding ow 
northern territory from aUparticipation in .the ady;:mtages.,to be derived from telegraphiq commu,i,licatiqn, •. 
And I would here respectful!y remind you that New Sou,th· Wales and Que,e!1slfil\d mufaaUy ·agree t~ 

,subsidize Mr. Frazer's scheme to the extent of £17,500 per anmini unaided. -- ·· .. · ·· 

Commander Osborn informs me that if the land line between Port .Darwin and Burketown is finally, 
,,decided.on, it will.take Stuart's,track as far as the Roper River, wh'.e1;_e 'it :i;neets Gregory's, which wiU 
,then be followed to: Burketown, conn~cting there with the Queensland· systeni. . . . ' . 

The question for 8011th Austra1ia .to conside; (11-nd fortunately it is a q~estion .in which the otjier 
·Colonies as well as the company are all equally interested) is whether we shall 

1

be content to depend 'on so 
great.a.length of single line-necessarily:exposed to frequent interruption, or. whether it w.ill not.be for our 
own interests ,to· qarry a line across __ the conti?1ent, ei,ther direct to Po1;t Darwin or:- to so:µi.e-poiri.t on)~e 
,_company's line. · · · · · · · · 

Ifwe went._clirect to :Port,Darwin, the .co~p!j,ny would, no doubt,. abandon their land sec,tion,:~~d 
terminate there. 

'l 

. : It is some eleyen-or twelve years since !·first drew the attention of the Government to the p_raqticability 
<'of -erecting a land.line from Port- Augusta to the northern coast, :md every addition 'to om; lb10:wledge 
,of the interior sinqe acquired has confirmed the views I then advanced. · · · · · · ', · · ( 

- We have then two plans to consider-First, to undertake the responsibility, ·of a line right through 
-from Port Augusta to Port Darwin, to be completed simultaneously, or as nearly so as possible, with the 
landing of the cable, i.e., by the end of 1871, ~the company pledging themselves to terminate the cable there; 
,or,second, to let the company .construct their proposed land line to Burketown, but reserve the right to 
. connect with them at some intermediate point, either on the Roper or Nicholson. · ~ · 

The distances are as follows :-From Port A_ugusta to Port Darwin, 1550, or say 1600 miles; to 
.the Roper, say 1400; to the Nicholson, say ll00. · 

The first plan, if Stuart's track were followed, would secure the whole of the traffic to South 
.Australia, but the1:e would .be the disa,dvantage of depending on a single line, which would be obviated by 
going to the Nicholson, or by letting Queensland connect with us at either the Nicholson or Roper, 

.. accordi_ng to.the route taken. . _ " · 

. If the silcond·plan.is adopted, we .shail have to arrive. at some arra°'gement ·as· 1t() the· division _of 
traffic what messages-shall go via South Australia, a_nd.what viif Queensland. The simples.t and, perhaps, 
the most equitable arrangement · would be a fixed tariff common to both· routes, and an equal division 'of 
receipts between South Australia and Queens}and. 

, A careful. consideration ,of the whole question in:q.uces me. to_ recqmmenq. that the Gove_rnment sµ()~id 
imdertake to introduce a measure, immediately after the new Parliament meets, for providing, by means ·of 
a loan, for the construction at once of.a line of telegraph from Port Augusta to Port Darwin-Commander 
Osborn guaranteeing on the part · of the · company to terminate the cable there. This, I understand, 

_ ,C9mmandei\ Qsborn would. be· quite willing to do, or at least to recommend to the British-Australian 
-Company, with whom he would communicate, to save time,_by _the In~os~ur?pean Tel~gr[Lph,n~~t _mail.-, 

To remove all cause for jealousy, as well as to provide an alternative line, Queensland should be 
invited to connect with us at some convenient point, and this, in my opinion, would be far better than a 
,central station at Cooper's Creek, ·with radiating li11es to ·each -capital, as has been suggested, but which I 
have shown to involve a useless expenditure of money. The company would, no doubt, readily fall in with 
this plan, as their connection with two independent routes woulcl make them secure from interruption-an 
advantage of _equal importance to the Colonies. 



.. With reg~rd to cost it will much depend ~n timber being found along.the i·oU:te. Much of the country 
i~, I believe,destitute of serviceable trees,, and transport will therefore form a serious item. I propose,: 
~owever, to use only fifteen or twenty poles to the mile, and in some places stone cairns, and by this means. 
keep the expenditure down. It would not be safe to estimate the ·cost· at less than £80 per mile, or say 
£120;000; which is the sum I would recommend should be provided ·by loan. . • • . 

. We might recoup oul'Selves_ for a. portion-say one-fourth or on~-thit:q,-by the sale_ of land in the 
~orthern territory, which the telegraph would do so much to open up. · . 

L • 

Next, as regards maintenance-having two lines to depend upon; it ·would not be necessary to have 
stations so close together. Stations at the Blinman and Yudanamutana Min_es, on the projected line of 
rail"'.ay of 200 m~les, would be supported ~y local traffic.. As far as pastoral sta~ion~ extend1 we shou~d n?t 
reqmre an extensive staff, as we could easily arrange with the settlers to assist m keepmg the lme iii 
order-i.e. to repair casualties. Three or four stations, with four men at each, would be sufficient to bridge 
over the interior to the Nicholson or Roper.. The annual maintenance would probably not exceed £8000. 

·. · Revenue-The company reckon·sixty-five messages each way, per diem, for 330 woi·king days. My 
estimate, in previous reports, was only twenty-five each way, or fifty per diem; and this moderate 
calculation at 10s. a message, would yield £8250, or a little more than the cost of maintenance, leaving the 
interest on first outlay unprovided for. That is all our existing lines do : they barely pay their working 
expenses, but no one doubts that they indirectly more than repay the Colony, by the facilities they afford 
to the commerce of the countiy. It should be borne in mind that the business will yearly increase with the 
growth of the Colonies; and further, that the line will promote more than anything else the development 
of the north. There can be no doubt of its being remunerative in a few years.· 

. We might effect an actual saving on the completion of the line by discontinuing the branch mail 
service to King George's Sound, which, with direct telegraphic communication with England, would no 
longer be so necessary. If the second plan is adopted, and we connect with the company's line at the 
Nicholson, £100,000 will be sufficient; but we should, in that case, have to divide receipts with 
Queensland. In the one case we have the control of a main line through, with a branch to Queensland; in 
the other we have simply a branch line, connecting with the main, to Queensland. 

·. Should the Government concur in the views I have expressed, I would suggest that immediate steps 
should be taken for obtaining from the Surveyor-General a report as to the best route which his extensive 
knowledge of the country wi11 enable him to furnish. He has, I think, a party of surveyors well advanced 
on the eastern boundary, who might perhaps be made useful as a flying expedition, with a view to discover 
the route offering the greatest facilities. As the cable will be laid by the end of 1871 we have no time to 
lose; whatever is done must be done quickly. 

In conclusion, I would observe that it is next to impossible for more favourable terms to be offei·ed to 
us; and if we fail to accept them we must be prepared to leave to Queensland· the exclusive honor of 
having, through her own unaided enterprise and energy, afforded to the Australian Colonies the immense 
advantages of telegraphic communication with the whole civilized world. Our geographical position and 
our intelligence alike prohibit this. 

I have the honor, &c., · 

Tlte Hon. the Treasurer .. 
CHARLES TODD, Superintendent of Telegraphs. 

Chief Secretary's Office, Adelaide, 23rd April, 1870. 
·-Sm, 

IN reply to your inquiries having reference to my letter of this date, I arn instructed by the Chief 
Secretary to inform you, that if the Government consti'Uct a line of telegraph from Port Augusta to Port 
Darwin, they will work such line as a part of the general telegraphic system of this province, arranging, if 
necessary, with the British-Australian Company for the transmission of all cable messages. 

I am further to state, that if the sanction of Parliament for the construction of the line be obtained, 
the Government will commence the work immediately on receiving a satisfactory assurance that your cable 

·_will be landed at J?ort Darwin; and in that case will have such line open for traffic by 1st January, 1872. 

I have, &c., 

Commander NoEL OSBORN, R.N., Adelaide. 
J. BOOTHBY, Under Secretary. 



·71 
.i_l;_. .•. ·-

Chief Secretary's Office, Adeiaide, 23rd April, 1870. 
§}~, .. ' ' . . . . . 
· REFERRING to my letter.of 29th ultimo, I hav:e. the honor, _by the Chief Secretary's directions, to 
~nclose, for your informa.tion, copy.of correspondence with Commander ~oel Osborn, R.;N .. , OJ). the s~bjeg,t 
~f.~ :direct line Qf T,elegraph between Port Augusta and .Porj; Darwin. . 

',·· 
· I have the honor, &c., 

J. BOOTHBY, Under Secretary. 
~aptain Sm:~A~D OSBORN'., JJ,.N., Mant:1:ging Dire,ctor 

( · Telegraph Construction, g-e., Company, London. 

SOUTH.: AUSTRALIA. 

TELEGRAPHIC COMMUNICATION WITH EUROPE. 

(Ordered by the Legislative Council and House of Assembly to be printed, 8th June, 1870.) 

Oopy of Telegram jrom .Agent-_General. 
- - BRITISH•Austr.alian '.['elegraph Company will relinquish Burketown line if South Australia-guarantee 
·to connect and maintain line between Ports Darwin and Augusta free of cost to company, and.to be open 
for traffic first December, seventy-one; rates for cable message not exceeding' average of Australian rates 
for thne being. Yo~r formal and binding acc~p_tance of this offe1: must be sent by June mail for approval 
•0r shareholders. Pending negotiations with you the company will not conclude arrangements with other 
'Australian Governments. Send me telegram in advance of June mail in reply. 

AGENT-GENERAL. 

York Hotel, Adelaide, Saturday, 4th June, 1870. 
·~srn, 
·- I HAVE the honor to inform you that I have this day received a telegram from Captain Sherard 
Osborn, C.B., Managing Director of the Telegraph Construction and Maintenance Company, in answer 

.. to- the proposal made by the South Australian Government on the 23rd April last, in a letter addressed to 
' . . ' me . 

.I am now in ~-position to state that the cable will be landed at· Port Darwin if the South Australian 
~Government will pledge themselves to have a land line open for traffic by the 1st January, 1872, con
. necting that port with the present system of colonial telegraphs. 

I must beg to represent, that to carry out the proposed scheme by the above-mentioned date no.time 
should be lost. If the work is commenced at once it will be· only by the most strenuous exertions that the 

. enterprise can be accomplished within the given time; and a delay of a few weeks at the present moment, 
:· when we have such favourable news from the north, would probably necessitate the postponement of the 
, undertaking for a whole season. · 

. · I must further beg to remind you that the Telegraph Construction and Maintenance Company are 
bound by their coutract with' the British-Australian Telegraph Company to have their line com]?lete by 
1st January, 1872. · 

: · I therefore should not feel justified in advising them to. accept the proposal. of this Government, 
c unless I reel fully satisfied that the present system of Australian telegraphs will be connected with Port. 

Da1·win by that date. - _ . ·. 
· · · I have, &c., · 

· The Honorable W. Mi:L-NE, Oltiej Secretary, South Australia. 
NOEL ·osBORN; Oommarzder.· 

,-

: :!· 
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1870. 
A BILL for an Act to make provision for_ the mising of Funds for the Construction of a Line 'Of 
, Telegraph from Poit Augusta to Port Darwin. 

WHEREAS 'it is ·expedient to authorise the Government to raise the sum of One hundred and twenty 
thousand pounds for purpose of constructing a line · of telegraph from Port Augusta 'to ·Port Darwin: Be 
it therefore enacted by the Governor of the -Province of South Australia, with the advice and consent of 
the Legislative Council and House of Assembly of the said Province in this present Parliament assembled, 
as follows :_;. . . . 

1. This Act may be cited for all purposes as the Port Augusta· and Port-Darrvin,Tolegraph Act, 
1870. 

2. It shall be lawful for the Treasurer for the time being of the said Province, from time to time, to 
issue bonds not exceeding in the whole the sum of One. huncked and twenty thousand pounds for such 
amounts as he may deem expedient, and such bonds shall be in the form following, that is to say-

No. £ N~ £ 
South Australian Government Revenue Securities~ Port Augusta and Port Darwin Telegraph. 

I, the Treasurer of the Province of South Australia, in consideration of the sum of 
pounds, paid to me for the construction of a line of telegraph from Port Augusta to Port Darwin, 
do hereby bind myself to pay to the holder for the time being of this present obligation the sum of 

, ' pounds; and interest thereon after the rate of Six pounds per centum per 
annum; and such interest to be payable on the first day of January and the first day of July in 
every year, the principal to. be. ·paid on the first day of · in the year One thousand 
eight hundred and 

Sealed with my seal. Dated the day of -One thousand eight l1undred 
and .. 

Signed, sealed, and delivered in the presence of 
NoTE.-Interest payable at the Treasury in Adelaide, South Australia [or in London or in any 

other agreed place to be declared at the time of issue], at such place as may be appointed by 
notice to be given in the South Australian Government Gazette [and in the London Gazette]. 

Principal payable at the Treasury in Adelaide, or at the option of the holder [in London or 
other agreed place], if six months' notice of desire to that effect be given to the Treasurer, in 
South Australia. 

3. The said bonds shall bear interest at the rate of Six pounds per centum per annum, and the 
interest and principal upon _such bonds shall be payable and paid to the holder thereof, at such place and 
time as may be specified or provided therein: ·Provided that the principal shall not be payable or paid 
before the expiration of twenty-five years, and the .time appointed for payment thereof shall not extend 
beyond fifty years from the time of the passing of this Act. 

4. The Treasurer shall cause every bond issued under this Act to·be sold for the best })rice, not being 
below par, that can be obtained for the same. 

5. All sums of money raised and· r:ceived by the· Treasurer upon the security of the said bonds shall 
· be carried by him to a separate and distinct· account, to be· applied for the purpose of carrying out the 
construction of a line of telegraph from Port' Augusta to Port Darwin; and such sums of money shall be 
paid by the said Treasurer in such amounts and manner as the Governor by any warrant under his hand 
may, from time to time, authorise·and direct. 

6. '.L'he said Treasurer shall, and he is hereby required, in each and eveiy year from the first raising 
· of any sums of money under the authority hereof, until the whole of the amount so raised, and all interest 
thereon, shall have been duly paid, to set apart such a sum as shall suffice to pay the amount of bonds 
redeemable during such year, together with interest upon all bonds which shall then bear interest; ancl 

. shall apply such sum in payment of such bonds and interest as aforesaid, in manner specified in such 
bonds. · · 

7. The Governor may, from time to time, by. warrant. under his hand authorise the Treasurer to 
advance and pay for the'purposes ot this Act any sums of money not exceeding in the whole the sum 
hereby authorised to be raised, and any sums of money so advanced and paid shall be retained by 'the 
Treasurer out of any moneys raised by him under the authority'hereo£ · · 

Annual account. 8. The Treasurer shall in each year cause an account in abstract to be prepared of the whole receipts 
Ycn:1Yt retudm or; and of the expenditure of all moneys ad_vancecl to him for the-1n_1r1)oses of this Act for the year precedin~ rccc1p s an 
expenditure. under the several distinct heads of-receipts and expenditure, with a statement of' the balance of sue 

account duly audited and certified by the Auditor-General ; and a copy of such account shall on or 
before the thirty-first clay of December in each year following be published in the Gove1'nment Gazette. 
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APPENDIX J. 
RETURN $homing tlie .Apparent Loss to Vidoria · of a " Customs Union" between the Colonies ~f 

- Victoria, Tasmania, and-SouthA.ustralia, based .. on 'the Average Cu~toms Receipts-'in Victoria for 
· the Years 1867-8-9 ( excluding Goods " Warehoused'' and for the latfer year for Melbourne only.) 

. . · TASMANIA. 
: Mean _of populati_ol), _lS:68-~ = 100,850. _ _ · · ' · · . · ' · · 
· Customs Rev:enue, as per statement, calc1,1lated on basi~ of Victorian R~ceipts, viz., 

£1 14s. • Id. per -head (100,850) , . • • • : .. • . • ,• .. 
Customs Revenue.9n basis of Tasm~nian Re~eipt_s, tjz., ~;I. f}~. 8r1_. _:i;>er_-he~4 (100,850) 

· Difference •• 
.Add the .Average An~ual ])uty on Imports of the Nativ;e ?!'.O~l).C~ o_f T.a~mania into 

Vi9toria • • · .• • . · · • ,• 

4J>parel).t Loss to Vi_?~oria •·• 

S0UTH .AUS']RALI.A. 
Mean of Population 1868-9 = l 7~,720. _ • · 

£· s. d. 

171,865 4 2 
134,466 13 4 

~37,39tf io ·10 

13,853 3 6 

#,5,1,251 14 4 

··,customs Revenue, .as .per .statement, calculated _on bas~s of Victorian ~e,ceipts, yiz_._,: . 
£1 14s. ld. per head (!178,720).. . ,. . · 304,568 13 4 

·,Customs Revenue.on .the basil:! of So:µth A;ustralian.Receipts, viz., £1 3s. (id. per head 208,506 13 4 
' ' 

·. · _ · , · . · ])iff~r_en_ce · • • . •;• .•,• • • • • _;:g~~,062 0 0 
. Add the Duty upon South ,Australian .goods imported .~nto Victoria, as 

1
pe1; Customs' · 

statement • • • • .,. , : .!,,: 9269 14 4 

Appar~nt Loss J;~ Yi~tqria •• 

[Enclc;,sure No. 1 to fA.ppendix J.J 
-D'U:TIE~. 

·BETURN:showing·the Amount of Duti(Js,receive_d '?n tfte und~r-m_entionfd Articles importedfrom·.Boidk 
.Australia ,and Ta,imania, the produce oj these Colonies respe~tiv~lY,, <l1.trfr!g the Years 1868 and 1869. 

_(The Retl,ll'ilS for 1869 are for the Port of'Melbourne only.) 

' ... 
P~ODUCE, OF SOUT}l; AUSTRALIA._ .. _PRODU,qE (?_F .'.i:fSMANIA, 

-~TICLES. - DATE, 

' ' 
__I!utiJ. _Tp~al :Duty. :Duty. Total Duty. 

J3 

.. '. £ s. d.: £ s. ;a. £ s. d. :~-f·i· 
.... { 1868. 6 6 0 ... • . 8 13 ·o .. 

ark . •. . ... .. ' '6 6 19 8 13 0 
:1869. 15-11 ,0 . . 5 3 0 

15 11 10 5 3 0 
' ' . , . ' 

' ----
·-Total . . . . . . . . . . 21 17 10 .. 13 16 0 

·-,-

. . .. { 1868 • . . -. 57 3 0 
eer, Dra-µght .. 57 3 0 

'1869. . . .. . , .121 18 . O, ._ 

121 18 0 .. 
I 

.. ·· ~Total 
I 

179 1 0 . . • • •i• . . .. .. . . . , 1 - . ' . . .• - , '. -•- ·- ~" I 

... : { ·1868. 4 ,0 0 .. 0 5 0 
Bones . . .... ' 

4 010 0 5 0 
1869. 1 8 0 

.. 
·" , -

. , 1 810 

Total i 
- > 5 s;o 1 0 5 0 .. •• •1• . . . . ', II • " ' 

•· 

···-J 
1868 780 :8 0 

I 683 12 0 .. 
:Br~ Ex W arep.ouse ·: .2 l4 3, .. 6 5 0 

' ... ----• •-•. 783 2: .3. J389rJ7; 0 ~ ., .... 

... J~69 · :1097 ;2 o . .. 395 0 0 
1097 21 0 395 0 0 

-- . 

Total •••"" ~ . . . ,. ) .. .... .. J.880 4 l 3~, ... · . ·• - ,1084 17 0 
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l'RODUCE OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA, , l'RODUCE OF -TASMA.NI~, -· . 
. ~RTlCLES, DATE, 

' Total J;)uty. Duty. Total Duty: Duty. - - -
£ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ IS, d.' 

Building Materials ...... 1868 . . . . 0 8 0. .. ---- 0 8 -0 

... · { 
1868 . 20 14 · 9 ... 265 5 1 

Ex Warehouse 12·11 7 .. 93 5 6 
Butter .... 33 6 4 358 10 7 

.. 1869 · 231 2· 6 1041 3 10 . . 
Ex Warehouse . . .. 135 8 11 -

. " .231 2 6' .. 1176 12 9 

Total . " 264 8 10· 1535 3 4 .. . .... •-• ... . . 
. .. 

Carriage and Cart -~ate1fals { 
1868 . . .. 4 18 0 

---- 4 18 ,o 
1869 0 16 0 .. 2 16 0 

0 16 0 2 16 _,Q 

Total •-• . . -. . .· . '' .. .. 0 16 0 . . 7 14 0 
---

~---. { 1868 0 10- 2 .. . . . . 94 11 4 
Cheese •• .... 0 10 2 94 11 4 

.. 1869 . . 3 0 · I . . 398 17 7 
3 0 1 398 17 7 

Total . . .... . . . . 3 10 3 . . 493 8 11 

FI . . . '1 
1868. 73 0 0 .. 67 2 0 

Ex Warehouse 182 7 8 .. 230 16 0 
our ... ...... 255 7 8 297 18 0 

-1869. 1386 17 0 674 15 0 . -.. 
Ex Warehouse 489 14 0 .. 0 10 0 

1876 11 0 675 5 0 
--- -

Total . ,; .... . . . . 2131 18 8 . . 973 3 0 

. ' 

-- .. { 1868. 116 7 6 .. 105 3 9 . .. 

ish-Saltecl • ~ •.• 
Ex Warehouse 6 5 0 ~- .. 

12~ 12 6 - 105 3 9 
1869. 196 16 3 .. . . 35 i"<? , 1913 16 3 35 2 6 

F 

----
Total .. . . . . . . . .. 319 8 9 . . 140 6 3 

---.. ... ' .. . . 

. . 

. . . . { 1868. 67.15 6 .. W28 4 10 
1 ruit-Green ... . . '. 67 15 6 - 1028 4 10 

1869. 167 15 6 .. 1075 4 6 
167 15 6 - 1075 4 6 

F 

Total '235 11 0 
¥ ~ • ., '. 

2103 4 - .... . . . •. . . 9 
., -

.. '. .. 
Other 1868. 0 2 0 - . . . . 

0 2 0 

Total ' 0 2 0 •w~ ~ .... - . . •: '' . . ' . . . . .. 

. . 
121 15 · 

. . . . . { . . 1868 • 0 .. 5 10 6 . . 
ggs -- 12115 O· ,. ,5 10---6 - .... .............__~ 

.. 1869. 209 17 0 .. ' I 5 0 
209 17 0 1 5 0 

.E 

---
Total ...... . ...... C ..... ·-- "a31 12 0 -- 6 15 6 .. 
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. . PRODUCE OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA, PRODUCE OF TASMANIA • 

ARTICLES. DATE, 
0 

Duty. Total Duty, Duty. Total Duty._ 

£ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. 

... · { 
1868 62 1 3 .. 206 2 9 

Ex Warehouse . . . . ' . 3 13 6'. 
Grain-Barley .. .. ' 62 1 3 209 16 3 

1869 599 3 6 .. 107 3 6 
Ex Warehouse 1 3 3 .. 3 6 9 

. ' 600 6 9 - ·no 10 3 
---

Total . . .... . . . .. 662 8 0 . . 320 6 6.-
. . ' 

• 0 • --

. · { 
1868 .. 95 6 6 

Ex Warehouse .. . . 4 3 3 

" 
Beans and Peas . ' 99 9 9 

1869 22 19 9 .. 86 5 9 
Ex Warehouse .. . . 2 ll 0 

22 19 9 --· ~ 88 16 9·. 

--
Total . . ..... . . . . 22 19 9 . . 188 6 6 

... · { 1868 5 3 0 .. 136 0 0 
5 3 0 136 0 0 

" 
Malt .... 1869 23 14 0 169 6 6 .. 

Ex Warehouse ·O 17 "0' · " ' .. 
"' 23 14 0 170 3 6. 

• 0 ---
Total .. . ... . . . . 28 17 0 . . 306 3 6 

. . 0 • . .. 
f 1868 35 2 0 39511611 

... · 1 
.. 

Ex Warehouse 15 5 3 .. 971 10 3 
.. Oats 50 7 3 . , 4923 '7 z· 

" 
.. .. 

1869 21 15 , 9 .. 2868 16 6 
Ex Warehouse .. . . 1314 14 3 

2115 9 4183 10 9 
• 0 

,. -- ----
Total . . .... . . . . 72 3 0 . . 9106 17 ll 

. . . . { 1868 .. . . ll 3 6' 
,: Rye .... ·---- ll 3 6 

1869 39 0 0 .. 5 16 3 - 39 0 0 ---- 5 16 3 
"' 

Total . . .... . . . . 39 0 0 . . 16 19 9 

.... { 1868 .. .. 17 8 9 

· Tares Ex Warehouse .. .. 0 4 6 
" 

• t •• 17 13 3 --· 1869 .. . . 3 16 '•6 
--- 3 16 6 

----
Total . . ., ""l 0 ? l ,JI 21 9· 9· . ... . . .. . . 

•· 

., ----
..... { 

1868 124117 9 .. 765 13 6 
Ex Warehouse 716 5 9 .. 95 5 0 

" Wheat •••• ------ 1958 3 6 860 18 6 
1869 5893 10 0 1988 4 3 

Ex Warehouse 1023. 5 3 •.. 407 13 3 
6916 J5 3 .. 2395 17 6 

Total ... . ... . . . . 8874 18 9 . . 3256 16 0 
-----

' 0 .. 

" 
Other •••• .... 1868 .. .. 0 7 6 

'' 0 7 5· ., --
, 

Total .. . ... . . . . . . . . 0 7 6 
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. PRODUCE .OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA, PRODUCE OF TASMANIA. 
ARTICLES. DATE. 

Duty. Total Duty Duty. Total Duty. - -----
£ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ s . d. 

·•· ... { . l868 . . .. 9 0 0 
Grease •• .. ,, . ---- 9 0 0 

.i669 . . .. 2 10 -0 
---.. 2 10 0 

--- ·-

Total• .. . ... . . .. .. . . 11 10 0 
--.... · l 1868 .. 7 15 0 ' ... 0 8 .o 

Hay .. . ... ----- 7 15 0 0 8 0 
1869 0 1 0 o, 1 0 -Total. .. . ... . . . . 7 16 0 . . 0 8 0 --- -

H •·· .. { 1868 5 6 0 ··• 1 8 0 
oney •• .... 5 6 0 ---- 1 8 0 

1869 58 14 0 .. 0 15 6 
.. 58 14 0 . 0 15 6 

Total .. . .... .. . . 64 0 0 . . 2 3 6 

, .. · l 1868 . . .. \ 1052 1110 
Ex Warehouse .. .. 252 16 . 4 

Hops . . .... . . 1305 8 2 
·1869 . . .. 1091 6 8 

Ex Warehouse . . .. 388 15 6 
.. 1480 2 2 

Total .... . . . . . . . . 2785 10 4 
----

.... { 1868 0 11 8 
Lard .•• .... 0 11 8 

1869 . . .. 3 4 5 
3 4 5 

Total .. . ... . . . . 0 11 8 . . 3 4 5 ----.. . . 

. . . . { .1868 3 1 0 .. 51 9 0 
Leather .... 3 1 0 51 9 0 

1869 3 0 0 .. 86 4 o. 
3 0 0 -- 86 4 0 

Total .. . ... . . . . 6 1 0 . . 137 13 0 
. . 

. . . . { 1868 1 2 0 8 17 0 .. 
Leather, Fancy .. 1 2 0 8 17 0 

1869 . . .. 25 14 0 
25 14 0 

Total .. . ... . . . . 1·2 0 . . 34 11 0 

.... { 1868 2 18 0 .. 0 10 0 
Meal, Oat .... ---- 2 18 0 0 10 0 

1869 3 11 0 .. . . - . 3 11 0 .. -Total .. .... . ,. . . 6 9 0 . . 0 10 0 --
• 0 •• {. 

'i868 93 14 4 
Nuts-Almonds .. 93 14 4 

1869 101 0 8 
101 0 8 

Total -~ • 0 ,, ... . . .. 194 15 0 -·Oil-Black .... . ... 1868 . . . . 41 5 0 - 41 5 0 



:~r1 · 

' 
·, ., : p'R()DUOE OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA. PRODUCE OF TASMANIA., 

,: 
ARTICLES. DATE, 

--··1---'--"""~-·...c.· ---------~------
;_Duty. Total Duty. IJuty. 

·-------
·. 

Onions,;. ,, 

\1;;·,, 

Total •• 

Potatoes '. • .... 
•,], 

· Total •• 

-
t ' 

,·!. 

--~. ~ { 

--

-1868. 

-1869 

.... 

1868 

1869 

£ s. d. 
· ,12 9 0 

:,5 15 0 
... 

' 
- . . . 

.. 
--.. .. 

Preserves 
.. • . • • . Ex_ ~Varehouse _::.._~ 

{

- 1868 14 10 0 

Total 

-- ~otal •• 

" 
Salted 

Tota'l •.. 

· Salted Bacon .. :--, ,,_ ,. ·- .-- -. 

1869 105 8 7 
Ex Warehouse .. 

, .. , ! ., --------·-=-,--

.. : . T -- - 1868 

.1869 

'{ 1868 ... - Ei.t:!'~arehouse 

1869 

25 0 0 

0 9 7 
11 16 9 

16 19 10 
------

£ s. d. 

12 9 0 
',• 

l,'., 

£ s. d. 
12 11 0 

21 13 0 
5 15 0 1-----1 

·18 4 0 

256 19 0 

I • •645 7 0 

. . 
·-.. .. 

· 33 11 4' 
.. 

; .. 
105 8 7 

138 19 n 

'. 1'' ., 
: ,1 

·8 8 2 

8 8 2 

. . 
' ... 

934 17 0 
125 1 0 

·1]41 4-10· 
43 5 0 

---

. . -·-·----
.. 39 5 0 

.25 0 0 ----

25 0 0 
----

•·• r 17 1 2 

99 11 8 

Total IJ...'lf~Y.'-~ 

£ s. d. 

12 n: o 
2113 0 

34 4 0 

256 19 0 

645 7 0 

902 6 0 

1059 18 0 

1184 9 10 

2244 7 10 

39 5 0 

39 5 0 

17 1 2 

99. 11 8 
-----~ 

Total •• . ,i.- 29 6 2, 
. I 

· · · · 116 12 10 

" 

" 

Seeds 

., :, ---'--

· ~ 1868 • 

1 Ex W a:r'ehouse 
Salt.ed Hams •••• 

1 

• - - -

1869 
Ex "\V arehouse 

· ... Total .·: 

Pork 

Total •• 

.. .... 

Total .. 

... · l 

... · { 

. . . .. 

1868 

1869 

1868 

1869 
Ex Warehouse 

.. 

·3.'.: 2 •2''. .. I 

0 19 5 .. 
...__ 4 1 7 

-18 15 10 . . . . 
4 16°10 .. 

23 12 8 
.,, ·,·· 

27 14 3 

0 12 6 .. 
0 12 6 

.. . . 
--------. . 0 12 6 

-
0 18 0 .. 

---- 0 18 0 
12 9 0 . . 

.. . . 
12 9 0 

. . 13 7 0 

1 0 0 
. . 

---- ,l O 0 
.. 9 15 · ·o · 

. . 
9 15 0 

... --~---"'"· ~___,_ ,--,,,-, 

10 15 0 

16 16 3 
---- 16 16 3 

44 18 9 
44 18 9 

----.. 6115 9 ---
94 1 0 

94 1 0 
24 9 0 
0 8 0 

---- 24 17 0 
---. . 118 18 0 
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PRODUCE OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA., .PRODUCE OF TASMANIA. 

ARTICLES, DATE, -· 
Duty. Total Duty. Duty. Total Duty. - -
.£ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. 

.... { 1868 . . .. 761 3 3 
Timber-Palings • 761 3 3 

1869 0 2 0 .. 301 1 0 
0 2 0 301 1 0 

---
Total . . . . . . .. . . 0 2 0 . . 1062 4 3 

--
. ' 

Posts and Rails •••• { 
1868 3 10 0 . . .. -- 3 10 0 .,, 

'' 

1869 . . .. 0 4 0 - 0 4 0 

Total . . .... . . . . . . . . 3 14 0 

.. . . { 1868 123 8 0 .. 210 10 0 

" 
Sawn .... 123 8 0 - 210 10 0 

1869 13 15 0 .. 74 4 0 
13 15 0 74 4 0 

Total . . .... . . .. 137 3 0 . . 284 14 0 ----
.... { 1868 .. . . 6 1 0 

" 
Shingles •• -- 6 1 0 

1869 . . .. 2 19 0 
.. 2 19 0 ----

Total .. 
·- • (I 

.. . . .. . .. 9 0 0 -
.... { 1868 3 6 0 - 24 5 0 

" 
Miscellaneous ------ 3 6 0 -- 24 5 0 

1869 0 7 0 .. 21 16 0 
-- 0 7 0 21 16 0 .. 

Total .... ._. .. . . . . 3 13 0 46 1 0 - --

.... 1 
1868 1134 18 5 

Ex Warehouse 720 l 2 
Wine . . .... 1854 19 7 

1869 755 0 6 
Ex.Warehouse 351 0 7 

1106 1 1 
--Total .... . ... . . . . 2961 0 8 ._,__ ___ -18,539 8 7 27,706 611 



[ENCLOSURE No. 2 TO APPENDIX J.] 

QUANTITIES· of the under-mentioned Goods entered fo1• _ Home Consumption during the Years 1868 and 1869 • 

' 
,., - ' 

.. ,. 

TASMANIA. VICTORIA. NEW SOUTH WALES. ·SOUTH A USTRA1IA. QUEEN.SLAND. 

1868. 1869. 1868. 1869. 1868. 1869, 1868. 1869. · 1868. 1869. 
----- ------- ---- - ---

Consump Consump- Consump- Coneump-
Quantity. 

Consump-
Quantity. Quantity, tion per Quantity, Quantity, tion per Quantity, Quantity. tion per Quantity, Quantity. tion per Quantity. tion per 

Head. Head. Head, Head, Head. - ------ -----·- ----- ---
Spirits .... -.............. galls. 66,899 69,935 lo 708,321 890,851 l¼ 640,850 644,846 lfo 127,948 124,362 '.;& 241,81l, 222,198 2, 

Ditto, Colonial Distilled, galls. .. .. .. 161,107 138,655 '2 
TI 

Queensland made Rum •• ,galls. .. .. .. .. .. . . .. .. .. . . .. .. 10,861 20,842 ¼ 
Wine ....... _ ........... galls. 17,367 22,219 i 268,788 252,060 ¼ 183,247 156,660 ¼ 36,515 46,231 ¼ 57,571 ol,762 A. 

2 

A!e and_ Beer ••••••• ; •••• galls. 45,836 58,388 ~ 1,137,747 1,125,865 l,j, 1,509,640 1~707,599 3J } .. .. .. 5'M,864 433,953 3f¥ 
Cider ........... · ....... galls. Nil. Nil. .. I 1620 2136 .I 310,063 309,126 J2 l - 182 12 3 
Perry .••• ·, •• ; .......... galls. 137 56 :l3ii .. -. .. .. .. 
Vinegar •••• ; ........... galls. 14,838 ]8,925 I 78,894 92,264 l .. 41,990 43,289 ¼ 36,613 ~5,523 ¼ 3 .. .. 
Oil, excepting Whale , ... galls. 63,584 39,621 g 981,924 1,039,922 l• - 195,854 158,963 10 

. 7 .. ... .. TT 
Tea •••••••••••• · .•.•••••• lbs. 611,364 544,12a 5i 5,630,512 5,175,443 72 5,053,680 4,913,520 9' l,ll7,835 1,387,244 71 1,023,862 1;035,972 ' 9-h ii 3 
Hops •• · ........ ·.;.;;· •••. lbs. 139,484 109,078 In 898,331 1,191,388 213,720 201,120 • 254,633 230,816 I¼ 3 
Malt ••••••••• ·, ...... bushels. 725 68 .. 195,600 239,056 .l 31,800 37,760 I 52,000 37,480 ¼ • TI 
Sugar, Raw ..•••• · ••••• ~ t 67,024 58,269 f. 477,096 623,157 ¾ 227,389 227,890 9, 93,415 115,335 2 67,798 54,483 ½ Ditto, Refined ....... J cw s. ~ij 11 

Molasses ................ cwts. 203· 261 I 5046 8323 I 39 121 321 871 ~fo 565 642 Th loo' g3 .. 
Dried Fruits ••••••••.••••. lbs. 371,115 227;459 2¼ 4,817,538 4,325,064 an 3,289,664 2,970,096 6 1,202,218 883,481 41 797,528 765,084 6fi 
Rice .......... · ••••••••••• lbs. 337,177 212,077 2ft, 18,555,299 17,190,848 24/i 7,912,800 5,287,520 lOj , 550,928 475,664 2J 1,449,280 1,291,641 11§ 
Sago .. :. • .. · ...... ; ..... .lbs. 25,334 14,028 ; 582,549 146,998 1. •. 
Coffee ...... · ............. lbs. 120,298 134,421 I½ 1,139,382 1,180,027 )2 

I 772,440 775,200 1i { 516,275 374,676 ~ I 184,398 166,808 I½ 3 
Chicory •• ; •••••••• , •• , ••• lbs. -66,442 81,816 ! 309,232 255,472 i{ 64,840 66,384 ¼ 
Cocoa .............. , .... lbs. 5093 12,170 ¼ 141,391" 220,265 ~ .. I . 41,685 { 408 444 ~ 7 .. .. 70,633 ¾ Chocolate •• , •.••••.•••••• .lbs. 5847 . 8978 I 49,291 63,439 h 14;15_8 25,128 ·¼ • TT .. .. .. 
Tobacco •••••••.•. ,.u .... lbs. 158,257 156,542 l} 1,379,497 1,368,764 1•• t539,430 t5a0,954 l}r 273,i95 334,989 Ii } TT 

U a manufactured ..••••• .lbs. ., .. .. 68,185 106,712 I 168,987 167,109· ¼ 319,530 311,579 2/r 
Ditto; Sheepwash .• , • , • lbs. 

7 
18,335 25,628 ¼ 191,108 127,253 h .. .. .. .15,100 20,894 I 

Cigars ••••..•• ~ •.••••• ; •• lbs. 4450 6024 f7 46,765 53,877 I 38,424 39,375 13 · 14,747 18,933 I 9984 8436 13 13 'rn' 
Snuff. i' ................ · . .lb~. H69 1140 I 2032 1492 I 2933 3608 ~ 414 132 loo 'l'fo .. .. .. 
Candles •• · ........... , .••• lbs. 60,087 45,211 9 3,625,213 3,814,592 -5~ 506,304 460,594 2½ ~- .. .. .. 
Gunpowder ·., ••••• ,·, •••. .lbs .. 12,754 10,450 I 783,710 1,327,872 1• ll8;656 178,615 I 'lij 7 .. .. .. 
Shot •••. · ••••••••••••• / •. lbs. · 61,719 94,431 19 295,904 632,240 6 

20 ' 7 
Soap .................... lbs. .67,603 102,827 I 120,884 124,871 I . 296,800 156,688 5 

6 .. .. .. 6 
Soda Crystals ••••••••• , •. lbs. 181,513 349,767 3! 1,923;376 3,942,288 '5J 
Salt ..•. • ................ cwts. .. .. .. .. .. ... .. .. .. . . . . .. 51,660 42,306 !r 
Ad Valorern Duty, 7½ per cent .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . ' .. .. . . .. £77,923 £73,320 g -- ---- -- -- --------------------- ·---
Total A mount of Revenue de-

}£131,459 rived from Customs Duties £137,621 .. £1,164,499 £1,336,747 .. £785,736· £838,964. . .. £i96,315 .£221,235 .. £331,520 306,577 
upon all Imported Goods ••. 

' Mean of each year •• · ••••• , _.. •• £1 6s.1d. £1 7s. 3d. \ £114s. 0d. £1 17s. 7d. J £1 13s. Bd • £1 13s. 7d. £1 2s. 3d. £1 4s. 5d. £3 Is.8d. .£2 15s, 9d. .. l £1 12s. 3d."' £115s.lld* .. .. .. 
.. -- --_ --r-:.~: ~: --- ---·- -- -------- -----Estimated Popu(ation of tlte J. 100,1oo_v_1in,oo~ 110,000 ahove-named Colonies at tlte .. 684,316 710,284 176,298 181,143 .. 107,500 

clgse qf tlte Year.-" 1868 t 1869. --y--. ---..I '-----y--~ '-----y-- --..J '. '-----·y 

Mean qf botlt years . ••• , , ••••• £1 6s. 8d. . · l £1 15s. 9d. l £113s. 7d. £1 3s. 4d. .£218s. 8d. £1 14,s. Id,* .. .. . .. 
-.. '. 

"'Mean after deducting £601000 paid to New South Wales Gove1'll~e11t on account of Murray Biver Duties. t Tobacco and Snutf, 

' -➔ ' 

l• . .;; .. ~ 



No.117, 9th 
Juno, '70. 
Seo ante, p; 17. 

COR.lt~SPONDENCE. 
[CIRCULAR.] . 118. 
70:[ 1468. Colonial Secreta1·y's Office, Wellington, lOtli;Tune, l8i0._ 
srn, . . _. 

. ADVERTI-NG to my circular le~ter, N.o .. 74, of the 31st March last,- I have : the: honor to. enclose for' 
your information copy of a further letter ,vhich· I have addressed to the- Government of Tasmania on the 
subject of the approaching Conference to be helcl in Melbourne;: · · · · · . 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your: very obedient Servant, 

, .. W. GISBOR'NE. 
Tlte Hmiorabie the Gliief Sem·eta1·y, Victo1'ia. 

APPENDIX L. 

. To He1· M o;t Gracious ..11-fajesiy the · Queeri; 

WE,
0
yow,-·Majesty's loyal and dutiful: subjects; the -Dele~ates· . .ai>pointecf ,by 'the resp'ective :G9vern

~ents of New South Wales, Victoria, South Austra,lia, and Tasmania to consider mattc'rs of common 
intei·es.t, 'in Confei·ence assembled; beg }eave to appfoach yom· Majesty With ass1iranc_es of our attachment· to 
your Majesty's person and :Gov.emment. · . : · · ... · : · · ; : : · · ; • - ; · . -. 

We humbly desire to assme your Majesty-that· the appearance of an-Imperial--militaq force in your' · .. 
Australian Colonies 1rn!> suppli«~cl a :visible and subs'tantia_l emblem of IIllp~r~al power and Imperial protection 
from foreign a~gression. , . · · · -- · -- · · · · 

We reg1'.et that the policy of your Majesty's G~vei·nriient contemplates the ,vithdraw~l of the Im1rnrial 
troops;, and that the despatches received--from your Majesty's -Secretary of Statefor the Colonies on the 
subject of military _p1:otectiqn in: Au!ltral_ia_sl).o~ :that-the _Imperial troops can o~Iy:be permitted to remain in_ 
the Colonies upon :terms and conditions which cannot be acce_pted, and lead to the conclusion that the 
Imperial troops wil:l be speedily withdrawn, thus tli1;owi:µg_ the Colonies entirely 1won their own resources 
for their internal defence .. 

._,.. ,. ,. 

i -· 

we are unwilling to belie~e that- the proposed -1'.emoval of th~ troops inc~icates a desire, .. 011 the 1mrt 
of your Majesty's Government, to precipitate any material change in the subsisting relations· between the 
mother country and the Colonies ; and. trust that the due provjsion for the naval defence and protection_ of 
the coast line of Australia, ancl ·of the British comme1•ce in its variou!,\ _ports, will at all times, hilt especially 
in time of war, continue to be recognised by_your Majestts Government as a parai:n,ountln'iperial obligation. . .. 

Impressed with these -views, we earnestly hope that the colonists of Australia may be enabled to 
recogn_ise · in your Majesty's Govei'nmeni a desire to consult their wishes, and to strengthen their lo):alty 
to the Crown and attachment to the British empire._ 

- -APPENDIX M. 

MR. FRANCIS-

. . I AM of opinion :that Victoria can agree to :p1;oposal No: I, _alt~1;ing the_ ,vord. ,,-ae~ancl" to "necessi
tate;" but; as at present informed, I think tJw five following notices by:Mr. Wilson. are open to objection,. 
because- · · 

First. The Parliament of Victoria is unlikely to yield the pre.sent_ policy of a Tariff of discrimi,nating 
duties, or its right to amend _itl!l own Tar_iff as circumstances may fro:m tirrie to time req11ire'. 

Secondly. -Because, without Fede1:a1 01;- Leg'i'siati~e: Union, any Tariff now agreed up01i woi.tld be 
virtually inaltei.'able without the unanimous consent of all parties to the Conference. . 

-Thirdly; Because .it.seems to rp.~ to give advantage:to .. some c,onimunities,,-without relative benefit to 
othel'.S comprehended in the a:greement. : :, 

For · instance, the .special 'adva1ita~es :to Ta~mania and :s~uth Austi:alia: (for the purposes of my 
;i.rgument) would be the admission into Victoria o_f their products- witho_ut duty-say. flour, wheat, oats, 
wine, timber, jams, beer, fruit, &c . ...;_while~ on the. other hand, Victoria has· Iio :present ()quivalent produce 
or manufacture to -export as:"' duty .frEi-e'-' into those: Col_oniel!l -in exchange; inasmuch as the produce or 
manufacture!!• Of Victoria are not yet equ,al to our ~,vn r~quireriients, :and conf!ist mainly_ of goods whic!1 are 
made up wholly or in part from· imported materials,: and hence-, )''ould probably_ be hable to duty mter•. 
coloni_ally-as not strictly_ Victorian_ produce, _ . · _ _ · . · - _ ·· 
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Fourthly. The sugar, the rum, the wine,'· and. tlie colo~ial made spirits proposed to be imported duty 
free ( even though subject to excise in pro.ducing colony), wcmld very. probably before long greatly prejudice 
the customs revenue of this colony:· · . · : · · · 

- , , , • . , I 

-On the other hand, t9 facilitate the comi;nerce between the Colonies, and to commence .a system of 
uniform Tariff, equal rates_ might be agreed upon for .the following items, which constitute about three
fourths of the Customs revenue of all the Colonies, viz. :-Spirits, tobacco and snuff, tea, sugar, rice, wine, 
beer, opium, dried fruits,. coffee,_ &c;, silks, jew:ellery, and probably·other items. Excise rates might be 
assimilated, and lighthouse dues and all port charges might be made identical, with :qi.utual concessions in 
favour of colonial voyages. 

APPENDIX N. 

MEMORANDUM. 

MR. HART--,-

REFERRING to the return placed before Conference by the Honorable the Treasurer, showin.g the 
apparent loss to Victoria of a Customs Union, so far as South Australia and Tasmania is concerned, I 
consider it is inconclusive for the purpose intended. 

. ' 

To take the aver~ge customs revenue per head of the population, with a dissimilar Tariff, is useless 
for the purpose of comparison, when tlie first' 'principle of 'the proposed ·11nion is that the. Tariff shall be 
uniform; and whilst it is admitted that, in orie instance ( on:· spirits) where the duties are similar, there is a 
smaller amount of duty per head collected in South Australia; this ·does not result from a smaller consump
tion, but from a local Distillation Act, which, in the event of a Customs Union, would be repealed. Again, 
the average of revenue for 1867-8-9 is taken during a period of unexampled depression in South Australia. 
In 1865, the revenue per head ( with the existing Tariff) of population was 30s. ; in '66, 27 s. 2d. 

' . 

Then, as to the estimated population for 1868-9, the document' is evidently unreliable. · No cei;tsus 
1as been taken since 1866, and as the estimate has been arrived at by taking the natural increase and the 
,lifference of the numbers as shown by the Immigration _and Emigration returns of Port Aclelai.de, without 
taking into account the extensive emigration by land over the border, many thousands have passed from 
South Australia to pecome consumers in Victoria, thereby proving the error of the comparison in a twofold 
degree, because the population is overrated for South Australia, and_ to an equal measure underrated for 
Victoria. But it is· only reasonable to suppose that a p'opulation consisting of people of the same race, with 
wages on the average equal, which it is safe to calculate will be the case in the future, whatever it may 
have been in the past, will be equal contributors to the revenue under a uniform Tariff, while on the other 
hand it is clear that Melbourne will, in the event of the system proposed being adopted, enjoy a laJ·ge 
portion of the import trade that now centres in Adelaide. 

There is also another error in the estimated loss in the docurne1it referred to. It is notorious that 
Victoria is in receipt of revenue derived from dutiable goods tlrnt are consu.med in the Colonies of New 
South Wales and South Australia, for which no allowance is made. · · 

It is also inaccurate in the loss it is presumed Victoria will sustain by the proposed· admittance of 
'South Australian and Tasmanian produce duty free. 

The object the Victorian Government had -in imposing, a protective duty on cereals was to foster the 
agricultural interest in their Colony, and their policy has been so far justified that, by the latest statistical 
rnturn, it is shown that the produce of the last harvest, after providing for the supply of the entire popula
tion, leaves a si:1rplus for export of 21,445 tons; and the customs returns for the first five months of tl1is 
year show that the duty on South Australian breadstuff during that period is nil. But what greater proof 
can be required of the fallacy of the supposition that duty will be paid on imported breadstuffs for home 
consumption in Victoria than the fact that flour is, and has been from the date of the last harvest, 
upwards of 10 per cent. dearer in South Australia than that produced from their own wheat in Victoria?· 

APPENDIX: 0. 
MR. COWPER-

' THE ~epresentatives of New South w ales express their ,villingness to agree to a Customs union and 
Intercolomal free trade, provided a uniform Tariff, framed as nearly as possible in accordance with the 
principles of free trade and a due _regard to the fiscal requirements of the Colonies, could be adopted. 



25th Januar1, 
1870. 

82 

APPENDIX P. 
Tabled by Mn. FRANCIS, 30 I 6 I 70. 

THE Representatives of the Government of Victoria express their willingness to consider and submit 
to their Parliament, and support by every means in their power, propositions to effect a" Customs Union" 
·and intercolonial " Free Trade" between the Colonies parties to this Conference. 

Provided, That the four Colonies can agree upon any uniform Tariff which shall not substantially 
reverse or abandon the present fiscal policy of Victoria, and which. favours "discriminating duties" on raw: 
materials for manufactures. 

Further, Victoria would, if necessary, concur in alterations in her Tariff, the main objects of which 
were-to simplify it; to exclude from duty unproductive and unimportant items; to substitute some other 
for the ad valorem principle; to alter the excise impost and make new regulations therefor; and to make 
the Tariff inalterable, except by mutual consent of all parties to the agreement; and also to agree generally 
in commercial regulations for the government of commerce and making all port and lighthouse charges as 
nearly identical as possible. 

But inasmuch as it has appeared in the progress of this Conference that the consent of the Colony of· 
New South Wales to an agreement on the foregoing basis is for the present unobtainable, the balance of 
influences and advantages in the contract is so materially altered thereby, that Victoria would require in 
any treaty as between that Colony, South Australia, and Tasmania to consider the larger right which her 
proportion of contribution to any common stock suggests, and which being ( the mean of 1868-69)-

Victoria £1,190,62-3 
South Australia 208,775 
Tasmania 134,540 

£1,533,938 

Victoria ,vould expect that her present Tariff should be accepted as the common Tariff of the Federation~ 
and that there should be -a general interchange of goods between the agreeing Colonies, being duty-paid in 
or the produce of any of these Colonies. 

That the Parliament of Victoria should exercise the right to amend the Tariff as circumstances might 
from time to time require. 

That the measure of payments into the common fund by the different Colonies pro ratll to population· 
(or its other adjustment) should govern the subsequent distribution thereof. 

That the basis for division should be the census of 1871~ and the net receipts from duties of customs 
in each Colony for 1868-9, as published ( excluding wharfages, &c.). 

That the agreement be for five yea~·s. 

That these preliminaries being agreed to, such other measures shall be at once proceeded with as may 
be requisite to obtain the legislative confirmation of the different Colonies, and the concurrence of the 
Imperial authorities. 

APPENDIX Q. 

1870. 

QUEENSLAND. 

PROPOSED SUBMARINE AND LAND TELEGRAPH BETWEEN SINGAPORE AND 
THE AUSTRALIAN COLONIES. 

(Despatch, &c., relative toJ 

Secretary of State for tlte Colonies to tlte Gove1·nor of Queensland. 

(Queensland, No, 7.) (Copy.) 

Srn, 
D01vning-street, 27tli Janua1·y, 1870. 

I TRANSMIT to you a copy of a letter from Captain Sherard Osborn, relative to the proposed con
struction of a submarine and land telegraph between Singapore and the Australian Colonies. 

I do not doubt that a project which, if successful, will be of so much advantage to the Colony, will· 
receive the attention of your Government. 

Governo1· BLACK.ALL, 

I have, &c., 
(Signed) GRANVILLE. 
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(Copy.) 

Captain S. OSBORN to the Secretary of State for the Colonies. 

Tekgraph Construction and .llfaintenance Company ( Limited and Reduced), 
Offices, 38, Old Broad-street, E.G., 25th January, 1870. 

Mv Lonn, . 
lHAVE the hon·or to inform you that this company has entered into a contract; and received the order, 

for constructing a system of submarine and land telegraphs for connecting Singapore, in the Malay Penin
sula, with our Australian Colonies, over the route indicated'in the accompanying prospectus and map. 

The land lines in Australia will be carried out in extension of the Queensland colonial lines, which 
terminate at Burketown, at the bottom of the Gulf of Carpentaria, to Port Darwin, on the north-west 
·extreme of the territory which is said to be provisionally placed under the jurisdiction of the South 
Australian Government. · 

· I have, on behalf of this company, to request your Lordship will be pleased to move the Governments 
•of Queensland and South Australia to grant us all necessary permission and countenance in the execution 
-0f this undertaking. · 

Copies of two letters addressed to the Governors of these two Colonies are herewith enclosed; and we 
shall feel much obliged if the communication from Her Majesty's Colonial Office on the subject could be 
forwarded by the mail which leaves on Saturday next; the 28th instant. . 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) 

·The Right Honorable Ea1·l GnANVIJ.LE, K.G. 

SHERARD OSBORN, Captain Royal Navy, 
Managing Director. 

Youn ExcELLENCY. 

(Copy.) 

Telegraph Construction and lJ!Iaintenance Company ( Limited and Reduced), 
Offices, 38, Old Broad-street, London, E. G., 25th January, 1870. 

I HAVE the honor herewith to enclose _the prospectus of the British Australian Telegraph Company, 
.the capital of which has been raised, and the order given for the manufacture of cables and land lines, to be 
faid between Singapore, in the Malay Peninsula, and Burketown, in Northern Australia. 

We are informed by Mr. Douglas, the Postmaster of Queensland, that your Government is extending · 
'its lines to the said township of Burketown, and we trust that no time will be lost by the Queensland 
Government in completing that section. 

With reference to that portion of the line which we have contracted to erect between Burketow_n and 
Port Darwin, lying within the jurisdiction of your Excellency's Government, I have the honor, on behalf 
,of the Board of Directors, to request the sanction for the erection of the said land lines, and to ask that 
every countenance and support may be given to Commander Noel Osborn, of the Royal Navy,· who is · 
proceeding to Queensland to act as this company's representative, and to superintend the canying out of 
the necessary works. . 

Commander Osborn has been instructed to wait personally upon your Excellency directly he arrives 
in Brisbane, where he may be expected about May next. 

I feel sure that the Government of Queensland will fully appreciate the importance to their community 
,of the telegraphic facilities with Great Britain and Europe which we are endeavouring to supply, and that 
we may count on every aid and assistance being given to us. 

I have, &c., 
(Signed) SHERARD OSBORN, Captain Ro!J(ll Navy, 

11fanaging Director. 

To His Excellency the Governor of Queensland, Brisbane. 

,' ; ,.. r- • ••• 'i 
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The Superintendent of Electric TelegraJJhs to the Hon01·able the Postmaster-General. 

Electric Telegraph Department, Superintendent's Office,, 
Brisbane, 10th May, 1870. 

I HA VE the honor to inform you that copies of certain. correspondence between Commander Noel 
Osborn, now in Adelaide, agent for the Telegraph Construction and Maintenance Company, London, the
Superintendent of Telecrraphs, South Australia, and the Chief Secretary of South Australia, relative to the 
proposed extension of the electric telegraph to this continent by the British-Australian Telc&'raph Company, 
have been published, and as the matter is of great importance as regards the telegraphs oft11is Colony, I do 
not hesitate in reporting on the subject. · · 

On 19th April, I received from your office copy ofletters, dated January last, from Captain Sherard 
Osborn, R.N., Managing Director of the Telegraph Construction and Maintenance Company, to the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, forwarded under cover of despatch to His Excellency the Governor, 
and from Captain Sherard Osborn to His Excellency the Governor, stating that· the British-Australian 
Telegraph Company had been formed, and contracts entered into for landing a cable at Port Darwin, and 
constructing a land line thence direct to Burketown, requesting that every countenance and support might 
be given to Commander Noel Osborn, R.N., the agent of tlie Telegraph Construction and Maintenance 
Company, to enable him to carry out the land lines, and urging that the Queensland Government lose no 
time in completing their portion of the work .as far as Burketown. 

Accordingly, this department is now vigorously pushing on its works to N ormanton, which will be
completed early in 1871. The additional ll0 miles to Burketown might be carried on simultaneously with 
the works of the Telegraph Construction and Maintenance Company, from Port Darwin to Burketown, a 
distance of 750 miles. · 

Commander Noel Osborn arrived in Adelaide, by the April mail, to treat with the Government of' 
South Australia for permission to erect the land line through their territory from Port Darwin to our 
western boundary. 

The Superintendent of Telegraphs, . South Australia, has since recommended, iii a report to his 
Government, that they should undertake to introduce a .measure, immediately after the new Parliament 
meets, for providing, by means of a loan, for the construction at once of a line of telegraph from Port 
Augusta to Port Darwin.. This report has been adopted by the Government, and the company com
municated with, urging the termination of their line at Port Darwin, on the northern coast of South 
Atistralia. 

The estimated length of the proposed line is sixteen hundred miles, and the cost of construction 
£120,000; annual cost of maintenance £8000. 

With regard to distance, I observe that little or no allowance has been made for deviations necessary 
to avoid natural obstacles, such as broken· and flooded country, ·s,vamps, &c., and to secure permanen1 watei· :. 
ten per cent. may be safely added for this purpose. The description given by Stuart, iri his journal of a 
journey across the continent during 1861 and 1862, would seem to show that the route proposed offers few 
facilities for the construction of a line; the country for the most part being described as intensely hot, 
devoid of necessary tirn her, and, owing to its sandy nature, permanent water is exceedingly scarce. Under 
these circumstances it is not at all improbable that the work would cost considerably more than the amount 
estimated; and experience obtained in this colony would show that, owing to the many unforeseen difficulties 
to be surmounted in constructing long lines through unsettled districts, . it is hardly possible to frame a 
reliable estimate of the cost of construction until the country has been examined and its nature thoroughly 
ascertained. 

It is proposed to finish the line by the end of 1871, in order to be in readiness to meet the company's 
cable on its being landed at Port Darwin. When the nature of the country is ·duly considered, it may be 
anticipated that, under the most favourable circumstances, the work would occupy three years, and perhaps 
a longer period. Only four stations are considered necessary. In this Coloni it has been found that a line 
cannot be depended upon for constant communication; unless repairing stations are placed at distances not 
exceeding eighty miles. In the .event of an inter_ruption occurring during a rainy season on a line with 
stations so distant as proposed, and no assistance being obtainable, the necessary repairs could not be effected, 
perhaps, for weeks or months. In the settled districts, it is proposed to depend upon the settlers to make 
the necessary repairs : this arrangement would nevei· answer, as; not being employed working the line, they 
might remain weeks unaware of an interruption. With a proper number of stations, the cost of transit of 
provisions and stores. would be considerable: If it were intended to make this line the means of carrying 
the whole Australian· business, it should be in the highest state of efficiency, and always workable. 
Altogether, the estimate for.maintenance may be considered too low. 

The mere fact of the telegraph line passing through unsettled districts, would· do little or nothing 
to promote settlement. Up to the present date, I am not aware that South Australia has any line extending 
into unsettled districts, or a greater distance from hei· capital, than three hundred miles; and Port Augusta, 
the present northern terminus, is not two hundred miles distant from Adelaide. 

It is a question of little moment to Queensland whether the South Australian proposal is carried out 
or not, providecl they do not interfere with the existing arrangements as regards this Colony. This would 



85 

seem to be their purpose by attempting to induce the British-Australian Telegraph Company to terminate 
their works at Port Darwin. The proposed line, if constructed, could not successfully compete with the 
line now in operation by the eastern route, which is already self-supporting. 

I think that ~he importance of Port Darwin has been greatly over-estimated with regard to this work, 
and ·have always advocated, as a means of communication more reliable and less expensive to maintain, 
that the cable should be brought direct to one of our settlements on the Gulf of Carpentaria. Port Darwin 
niight then be provided_ for by a branch line from the nearest cable station, say Melville Island. By this 
means, the heavy cost of constructing and maintaining a land line from Burketown to Port Darwin might 
1/e avo_ided; and, the cable, when once laid, would require but little attention .. 

The.action lately taken by the South Australian Go_vernment will, I fear, tend to delay the completion 
of this great work ; and I would therefore respectfully urge the desirability of at once communicating with 
the British-Australian Coµi.pany, and taking such steps as may be deemed necessary to secure to this Colony 
the advantages which the present position ·of our telegraph lines in the north would warrant. 

I have. &c., 

The Hon. the Postmaster-General. 
W. J. CRACKNELL, Superintendent of Electric Telegraphs. 

TELEGRAM. 

F1·oin W. J. CRACKNELL, Superintendent of Electric Telegraph, Brisbane, to E. C. CRACKNELL, Esq.,.· 
Superi_ntendent ef Electric Telegraph, Sydney. 

Brisbane, 8th June, 1870. 
Tms Government will guarantee the amount, a~d communicate by mail; also message from Galle,. 

which we will get you to forward. 

Colonial Secretary, Brisbane, to DouGLAs,London. 
llth June, 1870. 

GOVERNMENT guarantee, subject to approval of Parliament, 5 per cent. on cost of additional cable, 
the guarantee to commence from the time the cable is laid and continue while in working order. Press this. 
matter and secure cable for Queensland. New South Wales joins us .in guarantee. 

TELEGRAM FOR· COLONIAL SECRETARY, BRISBANE. 

(Tllrough Reuter, Galle.) 
Adelaide, 4th June, 1870. 

TELEGRAPH Company will lay Cable to Normantown if Queensland will guarantee five (5) per cent. 
on additional cable company. Must know by 7th August, otherwise will probably accept offer from South 
Australia. 

DOUGLAS, London~ 

APPENnix R. 

TELEGRAM. 

Treasnrer, South Australia, to ·F. S. DUTTON, Agent-General. 

AcT for construction of telegraph from Port Augusta to Port Darwin passed both Houses, and assented: 
to by Governor. Large supply of stores purchased, and Superintendent of Telegraphs organizing parties to
commence the works at both ends and various intermediate points immediately. Been instructed to press
it forward with all despatch, and have the line open for traffic by 1st January, 1872. 

Line will be maintained and worked by this Government free of all cost to Telegraph Company. 

Letter and copy of Act by mail. 

Dated the 20th June, 1870. 
J. HART, Treasurer~ 
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APPENDIX s. 
WE, the Representatives of the Colonies of South Australia and Tasmania, desire to place on record 

our opinion that a general customs union, a uniform tariff, and an equal distribution of the revenue 
therefrom, on the basis of population, together with a free interchange of colonial products and manufactures 
amongst the contracting parties, would be of great advantage to the inhabitants of the several Colonies. 

That, in our anxiety to give effect to such an arrangement, we have in this Conference declared our 
willingness to make large concessions where our tariffs have differed from those of the other Colonies, in 
order to arrive at one common conclusion; and, thus far, the Treasurer of Victoria (the Hon. Mr. Francis), 
in his paper dated 30 I 6 I 70, agrees ; but only on the condition that New South Wales should be a 
contracting party, which condition is immediately afterwards stated, in the same document, to have been 
previously ascertained to be impracticable. 

That, failing the concurrence of New South Wales, the paper submitted by the Hon. Mr. Francis 
proceeds to lay down new terms and conditions, placing the Colonies of South Australia and Tasmania in a 
position not only highly detrimental to their interests, but also contemplating the surrender by these 
Colonies of their common right to a co-ordinate voice with Victoria in any re-adjustment of the tariff. We 
are, therefore, unable to acquiesce in such a proposition, or to recommend it to our respective Governments. 

With reference to the statements of revenue for the years 1867-8-9, upon which the Hon. Mr. 
Francis bases the claim of Victoria to an unequal distribution per head of the population in favour of that 
Colony, we would remark that they are unreliable for so grave a purpose. For instance, no deduction is 
made for drawbacks upon the gross customs revenue of Victoria ; and the fact is ignored that, on tlie part 
of South Australia-with a uniform tariff and excise regulations-an addition of 6s. 6d. per head of the 
population would be obtained on spirits and tobacco alone. 

It is impossible that we can advise our Governments to legislate upon the basis of a proposal which 
binds South Australia and Tasmania to maintain a common tariff for the period of five years ( as proposed 
in the paper already referred to), whilst Victoria claims the right to alter this "inalterable" tariff from time 
to time, as circumstances or inclination may prompt. We regard it as a first principle of common justice 
that an arrreement between contracting parties should be equally binding upon all concerned, and_, 
consequently, view this stipulation on the part of Victoria as fatal to the project of a Customs Union, even 
ifno other objection existed. 

JOHN HART, 
.JOHN H. BARROW. 

lst July, 1870. 

APPENDIX T. 

Tabled by VICTORIAN DELEGATES, 1 ] 9 I 70. 

J. M. WILSON, 
THOS. D. CHAPMAN. 

IN regard to differences of opinion as- to the basis for the distribution of revenue to be derived from 
the respective Colonies of Victoria, South Australia, and Tasmania- · 

Contingent upon the other points of the previous minute being agreed to, Victoria is willing, in 
order to afford an opportunity to the other two Colonies to prepare requisite statistics from their own records, 
to enter on a correspondence, with a view to consider the proportion in which the aggregate revenues shall 
be divided. 
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INTERCOLONIAL CONFERENCE REPORT. 

THE following Memo. is· circulated rvith tlte request tliat it may be appended to the "Report of tlte Pro• 
ceedings of the Intercolonial Conference," as forming po1·tion of Appendix J., p, 73, having 
accidentally been omitted therefrom. 

IN reference to the preceding Return, showing the apparent loss to Victoria by the adoption of a 
"Customs Union" as between Victoria, South Australia, and Tasmania, I remark that the Victorian tariff 
does not give an exact basis for such an estimate, as the receipts are computed from different tariffs; but 
inasmuch as the duties from spirits and tobacco alone ( calculated on the consumption in the respective 
colonies) account, to a certain extent, for the difference in revenue, no material alteration or allowance is 
necessary. 

As regards the interchange of "native" products or manufactures "duty free," it is probable that 
the "apparent loss" therefrom is more likely to be under than over estimated, as the natural consequence of 
the relinquishment of "charges" on these items of import will result in increased importations into Victoria, 
and possibly displace similar articles of home production. 

An estimate of results as regards New South Wales is not made, because, in the first place, the 
customs receipts as between that colony and Victoria approximate, and because the delegates from New 
South Wales decline to consider any proposition to alter or amend their tariff in the direction of the principle 
admitted by all the other colonies, namely, a "discriminating duty" with respect to raw materials for 
manufacture and on manufactured goods. Perseverance in the attempt to agree, therefore, as between New 
South Wales and the other colonies represented, has been limited to the effort to concur in rates of duty on 
imports liable to a "fixed" duty, such as "spirits," "tobacco," "tea," "sugar," "wines," "beer," &c. ; 
and, with the exception of the duty on sugar, an accord seems practicable to the extent of items constituting 
the groundwork of the receipts for fully three parts of the total respective revenues. 

The very great convenience and many advantages of one common tariff for all Australia are so 
patent, that Victoria would probably sacrifice much to effect it; but the delegates deem it inexpedient to 
consider any proposition desirable which would reverse or abandon the policy disclosed in her present tariff 
of " discriminating duties." 

As regards a "Customs Union"-to be effective it is mainly necessary that it should comprise all 
the adjacent colonies, and especially those on the mainland, and in which case, on agreed conditions, all 
duties collected could be paid into one fund for division "pro mtd' to population ; the duty paid imports 
into, and the produce or manufactures of either of the said colonies, passing " free" from one into the other 
respectively. 

But as this arrangement, as above shown, is at present impracticable, it is doubtless desirable to 
make an effort to arrange a uniform tariff between Victoria, South Australia, and Tasmania, preliminary to 
the consideration of other relations; as before a " Customs Union" could be satisfactory ( even between these 
three colonies) it would be necessary to show that advantages were mutual, and that the interchange "free 
of duty" of raw products or manufactures as between these colonies was respectively beneficial. Further, 
as the relative population in the three colonies does not equally represent the comparative consumption of 
"dutiable" goods, it seems necessary that the measure of payments into a common treasury should control 
the subsequent distribution; for although an amendment and "levelling up" of the excise laws in South 
Australia would probably better proportion ,her revenue from "spirits" to that of Victoria, at present the 
differences in a revenue point of view (viz., Victoria £1 14s. Id., and, estimated for 1870, £1 16s. 3d., 
South Australia, £1 3s. 4d., and Tasmania, £1 6s. 8d.) are too serious not to be taken into account in 
distribution. 

It is also very probable that in any appeal to the Imperial authorities to give effect to a " Customs 
Union," the limitation of the application to these three colonies would be cause of grave doubts, if not to 
occasion its being denied, as a system of differential duties would thus be in active operation as between the 
contiguous colonies on the mainland of Australia, as well as against foreign nations and Great Britain. 

Melbourne, 29th June, 1870. 

.JA.MES BARNA.RD, 
GOVERNMENT PRINTER, TASMA.NIA, 

(Signed) J. G. FRANCIS~ 


