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PARLIAMENT OF TASMANIA. 

RABBITS DESTRUCTION ACT: 

REPORT OF CHIEF INSPECTOR. 

Presented to both Houses of Parliameat by His Excellency's Command. 



THE RABBITS' DESTRtrG'FION ACT.-

REPORT BY CHIEF INSPECTOR. 

Offic:e of I.-ispedtor oJ Stock,· Hooai:-;;'. Jline 30tli, IB~S. 
Sin, 

J HAVE the hdnor to fnrriish my A1iiiiial' Repc'il't nrldh ,, Tlii:l' RaBbits Des'ti'i1dtioii Act;'' tip 
to date; also Reports from Disfrid' Iri~jjecto"i-s. Tlies& artfherE!with atfadhell; · 

I have the honor to·fdHliehfomhient upoii the''Biibbit' que'M:Wn, ana'in 1~0 doing oeg W ~Hi:W · 
your attention to the diversity of sdiefoes plac'ed h'eidi'E! rii~etings'imd' tlig piiblii!; ,t1ii.ch 'dear1y 
<lemonstrates that tliefe iffno' conse11sus of otiirtioti, a11a· t1fat'tlioiie w h6: oy3posiftli~ pl·eseiif ~et aril:I 
Inspectors appoihti?d td. adu1iniste:r tli(:dii'w, 'do s:o'eitlier fr'on'i'ariirrius again'sf' tlie Dep#trr1erit\fr' frcltli 
insufficient knowlMge df'the nidsf efficieiit meflidd of.dea'ljrig' with ti1e Ral:lbit' pe~t Tlie __ il1eeti1gs 
held at Richmond and at Botliwell favo1iritl:ily cibnsitl/:ti'ed thil wire n:fiting· s'ch'e_rtW I pla~ed 1/~fd'rfi 
you for a:pptoval. Tlii:rGr'iieri'Pdi1ds'me'etiiig;'ciH11p'dse'd d1iiefly bf :Mtn:rlb'ei·s of _the: Br'ancli' 1?,b\~(d 
of Agriculture; dis'tippf6ved' 6f niy schen1e, but µnaniiiiously ai::lopte'd the' C~ri_~~il of ~griclr~(ufe'._s· 
proposals. At' Ross tne m&Miiig· r~siilted'i/:i:nothiiig'p:-aeticaL A I'e'sb'tu'ti_Bifwas'' pasiie'd _to r¥jjiifa'.l 
the pi-esei1t Ac~\ also 'that a Ideal body ~lieinld: admi1\istB1'' any fotnh(Rahbit' Act 'l'hes'e s~g·ge'st,i'~n~ 
were supported by niii.n'y 6cc'ufiiers who ndd'b'een'' ptdseccitei:I 'and: fin~'d, as· aH'o' by ri\e'rribefs' df; the 
Coun:cil of Agricnlfore' and :hiemb'ers df Branch Bi:iafdi;" tner~ present.' Thi.{ i'neetiiig'" He'Id' at 
Oatlands on May 13th last appointed a coiiifriitte·e to' bi'i'rig' up'a .l;U!f:icir't to express thE; _:vreyvs·· iii 
accordance with the resolution. The following 'is ·th'e' sribstaii'c'ifof the redomitie'ndation'' riiacl1e to'' th'Ei 
adjo_urned meeting by the Committee, wbo disapproi"ed of the present Act and Inspectors, the 
nettmg scheme, irlso 'that p1,opo1i:nded by the Council of Ag.ricult1ire;-·b'ut favo1:i·red a tax ·of fa. per 
acre upon ,all land ih the colony (which would produce £16,500)·,-an·d, that local bodie~ should 
disburse this large sum by purcha,;ing'.skins of the rabbit· at ls; per <loien''all. the year rofrnd, · airtl 
calcula~ed upon receiving- ls. 6d. per dozen in En\g~tmd for the winter skins, tlre' proporlnd&rs 
e~idently not losing sight of tbe fact that Govermile11:t w·outcl have to' pliiy £1~,000 out of the a:ni~11nt;, 
with what object, except to pay· foi· ral,hits taken ujic,n infected ,pri•vate l'a,ndit The CoU'ncrt of 
Agriculture's. proposal is to place dl'e control- of the Rabbit .Act in the ha-nds of ru governing hotly· 
without funds (so the Secretary announces-vide "Tasmanian.News," May 4, 1893), every occupier 
to be an informer against his neighbour to the governing body", who shall give 21 days' notice; 
(without any power to ascertain if the complaint is made from bad feeling; of neighbours or other­
wise); if the first notice is disrer·arde'd a further 21 d'aye' notice is issued, involving· 42 days' notice to 
commence work. The _period ~)f gestation of the rabbit being 30 days, the increase c,ontinues in the 
rilearflirrfo. 'Jeh'is,fac't afone-'sho\'vs that' tlibse proposing such skeleton laws must be pr?:ctically 
ignorant of the habit of the rodent; the occupier having failed td cb1b'ii{enc'E{w6rk: i1l 42' d'a:ys, fia's 
men placed upon his land by'the governing body to destroy the rabbits. Now the most vital q tiestion 
occurs under the Council Hesolntions-how is the work to commence and continue without funds? 
Th~ g·over~1ing· body after having destro',te'<l''fhei·aliBi'f~\"f.:i'oceei:1s to recover, possibly se~I the property,. 
which, owmg to mortgage, does not cover the outlay. A rate will then have to be levied throughout 
the district, to pay for killing rabbits upon the propert;, a J.WOceeding which does not concern any 
one except the tenant, owner, or mortg·agee: further ccmment is unnecessary. 
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. I most strongly urge the Government to retain the present law for the destruction of rabbits,. 
and to again submit to Parliament the Bill that passed through the House of Assembly last Session, 
with the addition of a Clause providing for the appointment of a Magistrate to hear all prosecutions 
under the Rabbit Act. · The fines then inflicted would be uniform in every Dtstrict, and all cases 
would be determined upon their merits. Consequent upon the opposition, I consider it would be 
waste of time to frame a Bill to make the netting scheme I submitted to you .law, but I am still 
of opinion that ultimately this will be a popular recommendation (enclosing, as it shows, a large 
acreage at a very nominal cost), and would· be the groundwork and base-line for universal wire­
netting, which is admitted on all sides to be the primary step towards rabbit destruction. 

I cannot conclude without briefly drawing your attention to the. dismissals of cases when pro­
ceedings have been· instituted under "The Rabbits Destruction Act,''.· notably in the Green Ponds 
District. One case. wa~ dismissed upon the evidence of trappers, 011e of whom swore that few rabbits 
were to be caught upon the .estate owned by the deferidant. The evidence of myself and the District 
Inspector we11t. to prove that iabbit_s were -very numerous, and that no sufficient means had been taken 
to destroy. T.h~sfact ha.s been cleady established by the occupier himself in his returns for the past 
six months enp.ing the· 1 st April, 1~93, wherein he. admits having destroyed within that period from 
25,000 t<;> ·, 30,000 rabbits. Proceedings were instituted in September; 1892. Any practical 
occupier woutd not.hesitate to admit that this number could not have been killed upon the estate 
within the period named unless they had been very much neglected when the information was 
dismissed. In the same District another case was dismissed, where upon the estate the rabbits were 
more numerous than I have seen the.m for years, or even thicker than in olden days in the 
Campbell Town District. Two Inspectors gave corroborative evidence, but still a dismissal 
followed. In these, as in all cases, notices were served, upon the occupiers to take effective steps to 
destroy their rabbits, but were disregarded. · · 

Upon perusal of Inspectors' i•eports you will observe that all are strongly in favour of poisoning, 
and the appointment of a Magistrate to hear all cases instituted under the Rabbit Act. These 
opinions are supported by myself, conclusively showing that those who administer the law are 
desirous of an amendment so as to enable the Department to deal successfully in the destruction 
of rabbits. Should the suggested amendments be passed by Parliament, the owner who pe1forms 
his duty fairly, and conforms with the law, need not fear the Inspectors or any Act, no matter 
however stringent, and I feel sure will. support such legislation. It is only the occupier of 
land that evades the law, disregards -notices, and generally trifles with the question, who will 
raise his voice in opposition, and who does not aim at rabbit destruction, but continually 
complains of his neighbour, himself..being the greatest offender, by conserving· rabbits in the 
summer and breeding season for the benefit and gain ' of the professional trapper-the man 
who destroys without expense to· the owner, only in the winter months, and not infrequently pays 
such owners for the right to kill. These occupiers absolutely forget that the grass is in the meantime 
being thrown- ~way upon a pest ins_tead of profitably feeding his sheep and cattle. Hence jt is that 
indifferent lambings, faulty clips of wool, and scarcity of fat stock follow,. which is un:versally 

• admitted. These· are the occupiers who assert the. present Act is a failure, because they themselves 
compel pressw·e to be brought about by Inspectors for their own culpable neglect and indifference 
in can-ying out the provisions of the l;labbit Act. Compulsion .is always distasteful alike to the 
guilty and negligent occupier ofland as to the much-abused Insp,ectors who are paid to administer 
the law without prejudice; and I consider the reflections that have been and are continually being 
cast upon the staff is unmanlv and paltry in the extreme, when . those so doing must know that 
public officers are debarred the "opportunity of reply. 

Notwithstanding the difficulty Inspectors have experienced in having· the law carried out, I 
. must express my approval of the manner in which their duties have been performed. It has been 
remarked that in ~ome Districts .no prosecutions have been instituted, therefore the law has not been 
enforced. Thii? is a misconception. It is only in ag·gravated cases that prosecution is resorted to; 
and if occupiers can lJe persuaded to perform their duty without compulsion, it is infinitely better for 
every one concerned. The absence of Police Coui-t cases is therefore· not a sign of laxity on the part 
of the Inspector, but of a desire on the part of the occupier to conform to the provisions of the Act. 

I ha~e the honor to be, 
Sir, 

Your, obedient S_ervant, 

The-Honorable the C!tiej Secretary. 
THOMAS. A. TA~:ART, Cltiej lnspecto,r_ 

• 
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DELORA.IN E. 
I HA VE the horror to furnish my Report upon the working of "The Rabbits Destruction Act" in the 

district_s under my charge during the past year. . 
Rabbits have unquestionably decreased- in the --vorst infested centres-notably in Clrndleigh, Mole 

. Creek, and Irish.Town, but in other localities I cannot report any diminu"tion. 
. The year's experience again confirms the necessity of amending the law ill; the direction so frequently.-

recommended by the Department: · ,i:1::-
(a). ·A reduction of the minimum JIBnalty. 
(b ). Compulsory poisoning. 
(c). Power. to destroy at occupiers' expense, and 
( d). Amendment of "The Boundary Fences Act." 

:·h·· 

· Although the Act is defective its enforcement has :;:irevented a large number of holdings from being· 
neglected,'to the great injury and annoyance of those ~ho honestly endeavour to cope with the pest. 

Proceedings were instituted as follows :-Mr. C. J. L. Smith, Fernbank, £5 and costs; .Edward 
Sullivan, Long Plains, £5 and costs; Mr. W. E. Feld, Somerville, dismissed; Mr. E. J. R. Parker,. 
Sill wood, dismissed ; Mr. Enoch Richardson, Archr, £5 and costs ; -Mr. John Reardon, Exton,. 
dismissed; Mr. David Rose, Mole Creek, £5 and costs; Mr. W. G. Porter, Exton, £5 and, costs; Mr. 
John Hartnell, Femhill, £5 and costs; l\'Ir. John -Reardon, Cluan, £5 and costs . 

· Hunting, shooting, and trapping are the methods of destruction usually employed, but the efficacy of 
phosphorised grain is now generally recognised. 
· · The expense ·of wire-netting alone precludes its adoption by many who thoroughly believe in it as the 

only means of effectually preventing the spread of the pest. 
All infested Crown lands were poisoned, and on rESuming operations this year I ,find that rabbits are· 

not nearh· so numerous. 
The· outcry sometime:;; made concerning Crown lar_ds has little reason in it, from the simple fact that 

rabbits prefer the best food they can get, and that amp1e provision is made for the destruction of those that 
seek shelter thereon during the winter months. 

R. W. McGOWAN, Inspector. 

FINGAL. 
. I HAVE the honor to ,report on the working of "~he Rabbits Destruction- Act" i.n the Districts under· 
my charge for the past year. 
. I am very glad to be able to report to you a mar~d decrease ,in the rabbits throughout my districts,. 

especialiy in the parts which have for years past been their strongholds . 
. Landholders seem to have at last :waked up to the necessity of constant activity. 
Trapping and shooting have been the favourite means of destruction, but poisoning was very success-

ful wherever tried. . · · 
I have m::i,de frequent and careful inspections lat➔ly, and have never, since. having ch~rge of the 

district, seen the rabbits so well under. 
Informations-two, bqth against T. H. Parker, Esq., at Fingal-dismissed each time. 
Inspections on Crown lands showed need of expenditure in only one case. I had poison laid, with 

satisfactory results. ' 
Distance travelled during the year 3033 miles. 

A. MORTYN, Inspector. 

CAMPBELL TOWN. 
I HAVE the honor to report on the working of '' 'J.'he Rabbits Destruction Act, 1889," in my districts. 

for the past twelve months. 
Owing to a most favourable breeding season, since my last Report in June, 1892, there has been a­

more than usual increase in the number ofrabbits: still I have no hesitation in saying that the rabbits in the 
districts under my charge show a marked decrease. · · 

I am still of opinion that a "compulsory poisoning clause" should be inserted in the present Act,. 
giving Inspectors power to order poison to be laid in localities, and at times to be fixed by Inspectors, with. 
the approval of the Chief Inspector. ' · · · 

That the present Act, with the addition of a co:npulsory poisoning. clause and the appointme_nt of a 
magistrate to hear all cases under this and other Pest A.cts, is, I feel convinced, all that is required fo make· 
the 1889 Rabbit Act a succeas. 

I regret having to report that, owing to the neglect of some owners and occupiers qf land in my 
· districts not complying with notices served on them nnder Schedule 1 "Rabbit Act, 1889," I have been. 
compelled to lay several informations, as under :-

Mr. Robert C. Gatenby, Stewarton, fined £5, eosts, Campbell Town; second information. 
Mr. Geo. Thirkell, Devrington, .£5, ditto, dittc. 
Mrs. Clara Leake, Rosedale, case dismissed ; third information. 
Mr. James Davidson, Streamshalh, fined £5, costs, ditto. 
Mr. Robert Bayles, Ellenthorpe, fined £5, Ross. 
Mr. Harry Brown, Ellenthorpe, case dismissed, ditto. · 

· Mr. Charles Headlam, Egleston, fined £5, costs, Campbell Town. 
Mr. Edward Dowling, Quorn Hall, fined £5, -:::osts, ditto. · 
Mr. Wm. Jones, W olfscraig, fined £5, costs, ditto. 

CH:lRLES W. TABART, Inspector· .. 
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NEW -N'@:RFOLK. 
I lIA'.VE the, honor _ to fµr1Jish _:you witJJ.. niy_,Rep,t~1'.t -upon• _thejvorking, ·of " The Rabbits Destruction 

.Act" for tlie past' year in the Districts of New Norfolk arid Hamilton;· , . . 
It i~ with ~atisfi;tctjon I .am.able to report a-marked diminu.tion of the'p.est in·these Districts; advantage 

1iaving been taken dhring the late 'd1y season to poison freely: the results·, where p1'operly ~aid, most 
effectuat · · 

Laying poi~oned· grai~ :Jn pl~ugh-f~rrows i~ now becoming general~ although some still keep to the 
old method of chipping. Trapping at the preRel).t tillle is, most resorted to,· the skins being again profitable, 
although trappers in th!)se districts are complaiiiiiig tliat' the} cfannot riuike·· it pay as in other years, notwith-
standing skins are a better price. . _ 

The use of wire netting is ste:idily' i1fcreasing. M)". 'Dci)vnie has again ·been riiost successful in clearing 
another large area from rabbits in about' 12"mont'hs. Mr·: Q-. C. Nicholas; whose riri is enqlo.sed, purposes 
SU bdiv'iding into· 3' or 4· sr·ctioiis•. . A't' La wreiiiiy' alioiit IO0O'acres Iia VEi° been enclose,d ai·ound tlie homestead, 
and most energetic:rne~s•1fres _fr'e'},iehiif taken to desfroy'-the rab~its withil). this•enclosure. 

On tiiioccupi_e'd Cfo"\V'Ii Lands·, wherii'neces·sary,,-I' have had .poisoned grain laid; with very satisfactory 
results. . . 

. Had:the compidso_ry' poisc5nirig clai.ise pi·opcised last. Session become· law, I am convinced I should 
have been enabled· to· foi"ivard' ycf1i a -much riiofo satisfacto(v -rejioi·t' upon the· ,,,orli.ing of the Act. _ 

I have only proce,ed~:cl'_a,:ga'.ihsf 'two occilpiei•s; liotl{ cases ,fei·e· clismiss,ed': the' ca·se agaiµst Messrs. 
Niclfolsoil. a:nd .Ashfoii· of K:invarfa.; tlfo"oefrcli · cionsidei·ing·. that' l,3:y,irig lo·: lb.s. of oats 0·1i 3900 acres of 
land was sufficient ; the other case against Mathews Brothifrs ,of Macquarie Plains, ,vas. also dismissed : in 
this case subseqiientlp1;dc'eei:lirigs·,vere taken· by tl1e· Cr.owri fcfr c'oiispii-acy:; resulting· in a· committal for 
·,trial, but no bill was filed. · · 

CI-IAifL.E's' J. c'HALMERS, lnspect01·. 

L:A:U-NCESTON.· 
IN reference to the working of "The Rabbits'D'esh•uction Act" in my District for the past 12 months, 

I regret to in.form you-that in the roµgher portions'·of the Di~trict th~ rabbhs: ar~ still .far too nµrilerous, 
riciM'ithstandiiig the. quaiitities ·wl{ich have been destroyed: In the older infested parts they are kept well 
under, -and in doing this the. pe~t. gets driven,.out· further every.year. , . . 

T still think that' nothing bi1t constant killing, summer and w~nter,. qhiefiy by using p'i>ison a.nd the 
fumigator, the clearing of harbour, and the use of wire net.ting, wil~ ev~.r keep the vermin in subjectio'i1, A 
preparation of pollard phdsphorised has Been used lately in Evanda,le District with grand results. 

Prosecutions have beeri as under:-
R:-, C .. :field, fined_ $9. 
J olm Field; ditto £6 . 
..J:·-:.C,_ Fi.eM; case disII\issed.· 
W~ Hi-. D. Arche'r, ditto.· 

BOTHWELL. 

J. N. FLETCif:ER,. I1is1Jecto1· . . 

I HAVE the honour to report on the working of" The Rabbits Destruction, Act," Bothwell District, 
for the past y.ea:r. . 

Poison, duving·. the, summer was. :u ma1,ked, success: where'·used"of sufficient strength and judiciously laid. 
This has been followed' by traps, ferrets, and shooting, witb,·good· res1Hts: 

Sixteen notices have: be·en se1:ved a,nd' complied, \\:i,nh: · . 
Twenty-one l!)tte11s have been "iritten- to occupiers w:here' laxity has· been··shown,, with tlrn result that in 

-each case·more strenuous means have been taken. 
Several. miles of wi,re netting-, ha,v.e· been· erected, wi,1,h satisfaction to• those, concerneda It induces 

-OCCU.]?i~rs· to ·use more· efforts in· m,ost. cases~ . 
The unoccupied Crown lands, which are only slightly infested, have been• attended- to, and- poison lai'd 

with, goo.d result. 
WM. STONEI-IOUSE, Inspector: 

1t1u'Gl'Iit> N: 
I HAVE the honour to furnish you witli my Report··of tl;e, "\orkiqg cif "The Rabbits: Destruction Act" 

1n the District under my supervision for the yea•r" ending- 30th: June, 1893;· 
Careful observation enables me, to· as'su1:e.- y.o.u· that. the_ rabbits'·ha'.l'e': been, continuously· decreasing during 

the period,under review, and that they are- at this. date less: numerous than they- have· been.· at any time 
within the last three years .. This result is in great part attributable. to, the more. general· and· sjl'stematic use 
of poisoned grain, . . . . _ · 

I would state in support of this view that t4i~ y_~m· I. J1_a y_e h:i,d three informations, as against fourteen 
for the previous twelve months. 
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The following are the cases I have had :-
1892.-.At Green Ponds, 10th October. Information against Bisdee, E. 0. Dismissed. 
1893.-.At Green Ponds, 7th February. Information against Page, Alf}ed. Dismissed. 

Ditto, 12th May. Information agair:st Jones, Remy. Dismissed. 
Re Crown Lands.-The work of poisoning and destroying the strongholds was commenced on the 1st 

of April last, and is still being continued where I ccnsider it necessary. The poisoned grain has had good 
effect, consequently the rabbits are not numerous. 

' CHARLES GRUEBER, Inspector. 

P.ARA..TT.AH 
I HA.VE the honor to furnish you with Report of the working of "The Rabbits Destruction .Act, 

1889," in the District under my control for tlte past year. 
I have made 455 inspections, the distance tr1:,velled being about 4700 miles, and the state of the 

District I maintain is reduced, although some parts not so much as others. 
T_he most general mode of destruction is trapping, but upon properties where phosphorised grain has 

been systematically used the results have been most satisfactory, so I would strongly urge that its use be 
made compulsory and simultaneous, at the disci·etion of Inspectors. 

I have kept a close watch on the Crown lands and, where i·equired, have had them poisoned, with 
excellent results. 
· I am pleased to see that wire netting is corning into more general use, and the results have amply 
repaid for the outlay. · · · 

With regard to the future working of the Act I would strongly recommend that it be amended as 
proposed last session of Parliament. 

CHARLES GRIFFITH, Inspector. 

RICHMOND. 
I HAVE the honor to furnish you with my Report upon the working of "The Rabbits Destruction Act'' 

in the District under my charge during the past year. 
I have made 731 inspections, the distance travel!Ed being somewhere near 2500 miles. 
I can say that the rabbits have decreased since my last report. 
The rabbits upon the larger estates that I spoke of last season have been greatly reduced, poisoning 

during the autumn, and now trappin:g. 
The principal means adopted for destroying the :·abbits have been hunting, trapping, and poisoning. 

More persons have laid poison during 1892 than 1891, and with good results. 
With reg-ard to Crown lands, l have had ten men poisoning for about three months, which has kept 

the rabbits well under. · 

WILLIAM GRAH.l.ME, 1UN,, 
GOVE RN 3IENT l'RINnrn, TASMANIA, 

GEO. WILSON, Inspector. 


