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SELECT C01J,JJJ1ITTER appointed, on t!te 13th day of August, 1897, to inquire into and report 
upon the advisability of con·verting t'lie Agmcy-'General in London into a General Agency, witlu 
the object of rendering that offece of more practical utility to the Colony, especially in the direc
tion of assisting in opening British and Foreign mw1wts to the surplus products of Tasmania; 

. the inq1,iiry to embrace the ,presen't method of Pruit ,Carriage ·to London, and any improvement that 
can be made therein. · 

i\Ir. 'l'reasurer. 
Mr. Bw·lie. 
,Mr. :E,;ans. 
Mr. Bird. 
Mr . . Bradley. 

l\IEi\fBERS OF THE COM:'l\liTTTEE. 

I 
I 

DAYS OF .MEETING. 

Mr. ·Woollnough. 
·Mr. Hall. 
Mr. Fowler. 
Mr. Ronald:Smith. 
.Mr. Jl,Jc Willianw. (211over.) 

1\Te<lnesclay, August 18; Friday, August 20; w·eclnesday, September 1; Thursday, September 2; ·wednesday. 
September 8; Tuesday, October 12; Wednesday, October 13; Thursday, October 14; Friday, October 15. 

WITNESSES EXAMIN.ED. 
i'ifr. J. AI. Jacobs; Mr. F. TV. J. Moore; Mr. H. Jones; Mr. Alfred Wright; Mr. F. F. Butler; 

::\1r. James ·Gngory; Mr. 'IV. IJ. Peacocl1. 

IN view of the urgency of the Fruit export trade, your Committee decided to deal first with that
question, in order that much needed assistance might be given during the approaching· season. 
Consequently your Committee now ·bring· up an ·Interim Report, with the view of further dealing-
(with the leave of the House) wi'th the other phases of the subjects submittecl•to them 'in future. 

2. After hearing· evidence of experts, your .Committee are of opinion:tbat unless some assisfance
he given to the producers with the object of securing better means of ·can,iage, the .export trade. in 
fruit from Tasmania to England is in great danger, .and will probably soon cease .to .maintain, 
important dimensions. 

3. From the evidence adduced we are convinced that the existing method of" cool storage,, .. 
obtained by the freezing process results most di.:astrously, and the testimony is .u1iiversally in, 
favour of a system of ventilation by means of artificially supplied "cool air." 



• 
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4. Your Committee therefore recommend that a trial shipment, or that shipments of apples under 
the "ventilation" system, be made during the coming season, the trial to be carried out under the 
control of the Government. Your Committee further recommend that the Go,'ernment shoi11c1, for 
the coming season, enter into a contract with one of the steamship companies trading· between 
Eng-land and Australia for the carriage of fruit, the Government guaranteeing the cost of freight, 
under such conditions as may be deemed necessary. 

5. The evidence unauimously shows that, based on the experie-nce of the last ten years, there 
would be practically no risk of loss to the Government by such g\iarantee, -whilst such guarantee 
would enable the producers to govern the sale of their fruit and make their ow1~ trade anangements. 

6. As the results of the last season's shipments were· so disastrous, your Committee would 
respectfully urge the necessity of steps b~ing immediately taken in the direction recommended. 

7. The other subj~cts referred to your Committee will, by leave of the House, be dealt with at :t 
1ater period during the session. · 

Committee Room, Rouse of Assembly, 
Octobe1· 15, 1897. 

W. J. McWILLlAMS, Chairman. 

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS; 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 18, 1897. 
Tue Committee met at 3 o'clock. 
111embers present.-Mr. Bui·he, Mr. Fowler, Mr. Bradley, Mr. Hall, Mr. Ronald Smith, and Mr. 11:lcll'illiams. 
The Clerk read the Order of the House appointing the Committee. 
Mr. 1viclVilliams was appointed Chairman. 
Resolved, That the Clerk be instructed to write to the Ministers of Agriculture in the Australian Colonies aml 

New Zealand, requesting them to furnish this Committee with all Reports within the last two years dealing with the 
,encouragement of product,s of the Colonies, and steps taken to obtain markets for surplus produce in Great Britain 
and elsewhere; also the m1Jans adopted to provide education to farmers and other producers; also the latest 
.arrangements in connection with the Agent-General and Commercial Agency. 

The Committee then entered upon the consideration of the subjects to be inquired into. 
The Committee adjourned till 2·30 on Friday next . 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 20, 1897. 
The Committee met at 2·30 o'clock. 
:iJiembers p1·esent.-:iVIr. 1vleWilliains (Chairman), Mr. Evans, l\fr. Smith, Mr. Woollnough, Mr, Burlw, Mr. Hall. 
Resolved, That the questions drafted by Members be forwarded to the Chairman to compile. The revised list 

of questions to be printed and forwarded to Members for circulation. 
Captain Evans laid upon tlie Table corrrspondence and JJamphlets he had procured from Melbourne relating to 

,Government Assistance to Producers. · 
Resolved, That separate papers be prepared dealing with each industry, and that miscellaneous questions ot 

.common interest be also prepared. 
Ordered, That all suggested questions be in hand of Chairman by 28th instant. 
'rhe Committee adjourned until next W cdnesday fortnight. 

- WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 1897. 
The Committee met at ha.If-past 10 o'clock . 
.111:embers present.-Mr. Mc Williams (Chairman), Mr. ll'oollnouglt, Mr. Evans, and ~fr. Bmdley. 
The Minutes of last Meeting were read and confirmed. 
The Chairman read a letter from Mr. John Gunnin,7, etlitor of the Daily Telegraph. 
Resolved, That the letter be acknowledged, with thanks. (i\fr. Evans.) 
_Mr. J. 111. Jacobs was called in and examined. 
·The Committee adjourned at 12·45. 
The Committee met again at a quarter past two o'clock. 
_And the Chairman being temporarily absent; 
Ordered, ~hat Mr. Woollnougli take the Chair during the Chairman's absence this day. 



Mr . . McWilliams resumed the Chair at 3 o'clock. 
:i\fr. Jacobs was further examined. 
Mr. Jacobs withdrew. 
l\fr. F. "VV. J. Moore was "called in and examined. 
Mr. ,'lfoore withdrew. 
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Ordered, That Mr. 1Wo01·e be summoned to give further evidence at 2·30 o'clock to-morrow afternoon. 
'The Committee adjourned till half-past two o'clock to-morrow. 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 1897. 

The Committee met at half'..past 2 o'clock. 
J1.embers present.-Mr. 2l!lclVilliams (Chairman), ::\fr. Bradley, Mr. Evans, and :i\fr. Bird. 
The Minutes of last Meeting were re1d and confirm_ecl. 
1fr. F. TV. J. JJfoore was recalled and further examined. 
And the Chairman being called away on urgent private business; 
Oi·dered, That Mr. Bird take the Chair during the rest of the afternoon. 
Mr. JJ£001·e withdrew. 
Orde1·ed, That J:lfr. F. TV. J. 1lfoore be summoned to give further evidence at 10·30 on ,vednesday, September 8. 
Ordered, That Mr. H. Jones be Bummoned to give evidence at ll·30, and Mr. TV. D. Peacoch at 2·30 o'clock: on ,Y cdnesclay, September 8. 
The Committee adjourned till ,verlnesday next, the 8th instant, at 10·30 o'clock. 

W'EDNESDA Y, SEPTEMBER 8, 1897. 

The Committee met at l1alf-past lO o'clock. 
111.embers pi-esent.-Mr. Mc Williams (Chairman), :i\fr. Evans, Mr. Bradley, and Mr. Wool!noug!t. 
The ::\1inutes of last Meeting were read and confirmed. 
3fr." F. IV. J. JJfoore was recalled and further exitmined. 
Mr. JJ1.oore withdrew. 
Mr. H. Jones was called in and exitmined. 
Mr. Jones withdrew. 
Orde,·ed, That Mr. TV. D. Peacoc/i be summoned to give evidence at 2·30 r.u. to-morrow. 
At 1·30 the Committee adjourned till 2·30 to-morrow. 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 12, 1897. 
The Committee met at 11 o'clock . 
.Llfembers present.-Mr. Bradley, Mr. Evans, and i\fr. Woollnougli. 

In the absence of the Chairman, Mr. Evans was appointed Acting Chairman. 
The ::.\iinutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. 
:i\fr. Bird took his seat. 
Mr. Alfred Pfrigltt was called in and examined. 
l\fr. Wrigltt withdrew. 
At-12·50 r.~r. the Committee adjoumed till 2·15 l'.,r. 
The Committee met at 2 · 15 o'clock. 
Present-Mr. ];:vans (Acting Chairman), Mr. Bird, :ilfr. Bi-adley, and Mr. Woollnougn. 
Mr. TVright exhibited two models: 
l\-Ir. 1-Vrig!it withclrew. 
Mr. F. F. Butle1 was called in and examined. 
:ilfr. Butler withdrew. 
Mr. James G1·eg01·y was called in and examined. 
:Hr. Gregory withdrew. 
Resoll!ed, That Mr. TV. D. J>eacocl1 be summoned to attend at 2 · 30 o_'clock to-morrow, to give evide_ncu. 
The Committee adjourned till 2·30 o'clock to-moiTow. · 

iVEDNESDA Y, OCTOBER 13, 1897. 

The Committe met at half-past 2 o'clock. 
JJ1.embers present.-Mr. Bird_, Mr. Bi-adley, Mr. Evans, and M1·. Ronald Smitlt. 
The Minutes of last Meeting were read and confirmed. 
In the absence of the Chairman, Mr. Brans was appointed Acting-Chairman. 
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Au apology was read from Il'Ir. ll!JcWilliams (Chairman) for his absence on urgent private busi1iess. 
l\fr. Evans laid on the Table a letter from Messrs. Hud,on Bros., of Sydney, offering to fit up ship for 

experimental shipment. 
Mr. lT'. JJ. Peacocli was called and P.xamined. 
l\ir. 1lfc Williams took his seat. 
l\ir. lVoollnouglt to·ok his -seat. 
i\ir. Peacoclt exhibited some diagrams to the Coinil1ittee. 
l\ir. Peacock withdrew. 
l\Ir. MdVilliams resumed the Chair. 
The Committee deliberated. 
The Committee adjourned till 11 o'clock to-morrow. 

'l'I-IURSDA Y, .OCTOBE11 14, ·1897. 

The Committee met at 11 o'clock. 
l'l:lembers prese11t.-Mr. Evans, Mr. Bradley, Mr. ,H;all, Mr. -Fowler, ·and :Mr. Ronald Smith. 
ln the absence of the Chairm~n, l\ir. Evans was appointeu Acting-Chairman. 
The Committee deliberated. ' 
-Resoll:ed, That the'Chainuan, "Mr.-Evans, and Mr. :J?owler, do·-preparc a.Progress Rqport, and Lring·np the same 

for consideration at 12·15 1•.M. to-morrow. 
The Committee adjourned till 12·15 ·o'clock to-morrow. 

'FRIDAY, OCTOBER 15, 1897. 

The Committee met at 12·15 o'clock.· 
1lfem/Jers pr<,sent.-Mr. 1lfcll'illia111s (Chairman), Mr. Bi-adley, :Mr. ·Uall, 'l\-Ir. iRonald Smith, :Hr. Evans, l\Ir. 

1Voollnough, and .Mr. Fowler. 
Drnit Progress Report submitted by the Chairman _and read by the-Clerk as follows :-
In view of the urgency of the Fruit export trade, your Committee·dccided ·to deal first with that question, in 

order that much needed assistance might be given during the approaching season. Consequently your Committee 
now bring up an Interim Report, with the view of further dealing (with the leave of the ·House) with the other 
phases of the subjects submitted to them in future. 

2. After hcari;ig evidence of experts, your Committee are of' opinion that unless some·assistnnce be given to the 
producers with the object of sc_curing better means of carriage, the expm,t·trade in.fruit from 'l'asmania to England 
is in g1·eat danger, and will probably soon cease to maintain important dimensions. 

3. From the evidr.nee adduced we are convinced that the existing method of "cool storage" obtained by the 
freezing process results most disastrously, and the testimony is universally in favour of a system of ventilation by 
means of artifically supplied " cool air." • 

4. Your Committee therefore recommend that a trial shipment, or that shipments of apples under tl1e 
"ventilation" system, be made during the coming -season, the ·tritil -to be ca·rried out under the control of the 
Government. Your Committee further recommend that the Government should, for the coming season, enter into a 
contract with one of' the steamship companies trttdii:ig between England and Australia fo1· the carriuge of fruit, the 
Government guaranteei1~g cost o~ freight, under such conuitions as may·be deemed ·necessary. 

5. The evidence unanimously·shows that,'basetl on'the experience of the·last'ten years,·there wolild be practically 
no risk of loss to the Government by such guarantee, ·vihilst ·siich,guam1itee would enable ·the •producers to --gonirn. 
the sale of their fruit and make their own trade arrangements. · 

6. As the results of the last season's shipments were so disi,tstrous,-y_our Committee would respectfully urge the 
necessity of ste11s being immediately taken in the direction recommended. 

7. The other ~ubjects referred to your Committee will, by leave of th~ Housr, be dealt with at a later peri0tL 
during the session. · 

Parag-raphs 1 to 4 rnad 2°, and agreed to. 
Paragraph 5, read 2°. 
And the. Question being put- That the paragraph, as read, stand part of the Report; ( 1111'. Hall.) 
Committee divided. -

AYES 5. 
Mr. Bi>ctdley . 
.ilfr. Evans. 
Mr. Fowlei·. 
Mr. Hall. 
l\fr. Smith. 

So.it-was resolved in.the AffirmatiYe. 
Paragraphs 6 and 7, read 2°, and agreed to. 
The Committee adjourned sine are. 

NOES ]. 
Mr. 'lYoollnough. 
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EVIDENCE. 

\V EDNESDAY. I ST SEPTEMBER, 1897. 

MR. JOHN MYLLES JACOBS, called and examined. 

l. By illr. J1fr:TVilliams (C!ta-irma:1).-Wliat is your name? Jolm .Mylles Jacobs. 
2. You kno_w the subject"of this enquiry? Yes. From what I learned in tlie House of Assembly 

<luri11g the debate on the subject I grasped what is the intention of the Ccmm.ittee, and will be only too· 
pleasecJ to forward the object in view, which is a very, very good one. 

3. Have you had experience in the fruit trade? I was born in Covent Garden, and brought up in 
Cove11t Garden. Some ,:years later I ,vent to France and had experience of the fruit trade there. Then I 
went to Covent Garden again, and was there until I was appointed, out of.a number of others, to represent 
Pankhurst, ·of Covent Garden, in these colonies. That is what brought me here. 

4. Have you had practical experience as lo the mode of buying imported apples sent into England, say 
in London? Tasmanian apples <lo :mu mean, or any others? ·· 

5. Tasmanian apple.;;, certainly? Yes, I have had a long experience. , 
6. ln connection with other wares you have had to sell you have experience of apples? Yes, I have

handled some thousands on thousands of cases and barrels, and I know an apple when I see one. 
7. \-Vell, have you had experience in the London market with Tasmanian apples? Only during one

short seasori in 1889, and then I. only saw a very few Tasmanian apples. I left for Tasmania in 1889 .. 
Until then I was unacquainted with them, although I hnd seen therp in t])e market. In 1892 I went home· 
with a cargo in the s.s. Port Victor, and saw them landed and sold': I had the handling of them, in fact. 

8. Will you explain the system in operation of buying Tasmanian apples in Loudon? The present 
system? It is sale by auction to the retail frnit purchasers. There are about seven auctiom,ers who cleat 
in this trade at Covt'nt Garden, or in the foreign fruit trade. There are at least five auctioneers who
sell Tasmanian apples, and they take their auction boxes at Covent Garden about 10 in the morning, the 
buyers being present. Of course these auctioneers have a number of other fruits for sale besides Tasmanian· 
apples ; and if they would, they can't al ways deal with them first, unless by special sale. The_v have got to 
be particular in dealing with the several lots, because the country buyers are in Covent Garden and have
to meet the trains going south or north. 'There is not too much time to get ·the stuff from the ship's hold 
and ~o get it sorted, if there is a good demand; and, as soon as sorted, each auctioneer takes his stock .. 
'l'hey get their own men to do the work. In some cases samples are taken to Covent Garden and the fruit 
at once sold by s:Jmple. It takes some time to get the stuff to the market from the docks, the distance 
being about eight miles. They get the fruit from the docks to Feuclrnrch-street station, and then it is· 
carted to the market. Owing· to this they.very often take samples from.the,,ships to the market and sell by 
sample .. It often happens that sample cases are mi the top and in good condition, and they sell by that
sample on arrival; then, when the cargo is put out as they get below, the fruit is found in a bad condition 
and the sale is nullified. You often hear of ca~es where the fruit is rett1rned after sale: that is caused bv'· 
the fruit not being up to the sample by which it was sold. - •' 

!). Do they sell fruit always by sample? Yes, always b_v sample. 
10. In your opinion have the shipments of fruit to England resulted satisfactorily? Far from it. It. 

is a broad question. Many growers have never shipped to England for years on their own account. Many 
growers have sold their fruit to the brokers and local speculators at an average price of 3.~. fld; per
case, f.o.b. Others have preferred to accept guaranteed advances fr0m London brokers; They have 
generally received 2s. 6d. 

1

per c:ise over and above the cost of freight, which had to be guaranteed. Where· 
a number ()f growers have sent their fruit to Sydney, they have got from 4.~. to 4s. 6d. per case returned, and·. 
jt was better for them than for those who had shipped to England on the 2s. 6d. advance. 

11. From your personal experience, do you believe that shipmentt:1 of Tasmanian· apples to England 
have proved satisfactory? Not L,y a'ny means; if one season was a success the next has been a failure. 

12. Can you state the cause of the failure-'? The cause of the trouble would be attributable, in many 
instances, to bad carriage. I presume much of the fruit leaving he.re, in fact in most instances, would be
up to standard. When it left it would be so. I know that a great number of those who export fruit to--

. En"'laud are careful men, who take an interest i1:i it. I had a consig·nmeut of 6000 or· 7000 cases of reallv 
o-ood fruit. 'l'hese men had shipped before, and made really good prices. They shipped last year, antl· 
disaster followed di;;aster. This shows, practically, that the cause of'failure is bad carriage on the journey 
l10me. , 

13. \Vas that not on a·ccounl of bad packing? Not from. what I saw on· the wlrnrf. -I saw the· 
samples when shipped, and I am sati~fied that the fruit was as- good as that shipped in any previous-· 
season. 

14. Then, how do you account for the failure? I believe it to be attributable to the cool chamber.· 
When the matter was known. in Hobart, it was stated the brokers had taken advantage of parcels oC 
fruit bei11g in bad condition, .and the returns showed that the fruit was sold in bad condition throughout ; 
and it was said they had benefited by that. It went to a firm in Covent Garden Ma1·ket, and it was proved'-· 
they had not tried anything of the kind; and they asserted the fruit was lauded in very bad order. This 
:fir-m inte1·vie\ved the Agent-General in London, .and Messrs. Garci~, Jacobs, & Co. gave him occula1-
demonstration that the fruit had not been used in the rnanue1; asserted in Hobart, but was positively 
landed in bad order. 

15. But why in the cool chamber? Do you think it is a -failure in point of the means-but I will not 
ask you a leading question. How do you account for the failure? I think the system is altogether wro11g
I don't think the cool chamber i~ now wanted. We want a more satisfactory system of carriage of fruit to-' 

... . 
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London. "\Ve want some other system. \Ve have had some nine or ten years' experience of the cool 
,chamber system, and now the frnit is landed in ;i. worse condition than when we started. 

16. \~Tell, how do they fail in the·present system? Oh, I am not an Engineer, and don't pt·ofos:i to 
know about cool chambers or th.eir wo1 kif)g. 

17. Is it because the fruit is frozen when-lamletl? The fruit is repoi terl either frozen or linked. I don '1; 

think that I know really whether it is baketl or frozen. ]f fruit is frozen or baked it will have r, l.,akerl 
appearance. If fruit is allowed to.parboil it will haven browny baked appearauce. I can't say whether 
it may be baked or frozen, but I think, perhaps, it is a little of both. I think the stowing of it on board the 
ships is very bad. · 

18. In what way?. By bringing it too near the· blowhole. . 
19. Have vou ever seen the fruit stowed in the vessels? As far as 1. have been allowed. \V c arc 

·generally· forbid°den to go down. Other:;; besides myself have been ·refused ; in fact, as for as I can :-;ee, it 
is a sort of sacred edifice down there in the cool clrnmbe1·, and thej• will not allo": me to go down H!l(l .;;ce it. 

20. Even when it is your own fruit·that is being shipped? Yes, even when it is my own.· I have 
~een ]\fr. Shoobrillge go down, but he is a not an engineer, and I <lid not attach much importance to it. 

21. Do yo1t think that sufficient space is allowed between the cases? No. I' made a sngg;estiou once 
that there should be two snrnll battens attached to each case. niiy object was that where two cases came 
together there would be room for.air to circulate. 

22. Yon know that battens are put between the tiers of cases in thp mail compa11y's boat,-thcv 
offei-ed to do it? Yes, that is a batten between stack and stack. That is not my ;;ystem ; I "·ant the 
·,ystcm of nailing on sides of caset:J· two eigh th-of0 an-inch battens. 

23. The French system of nailing is the best ? . Exactly, the same s;•stem a:;:_ the French use on their 
pear-boxes. That is the superior system. You would possibly lose a. lot in measurement, nml I suppo~c 
the companies must charge more fo1· freight, bnt I would not take that so much into consideration so long 
as we could get the fruit home in good condition. . 

24. You mean that the difference in the increased cost of freight, I suppose, "·onld lie more than 
-counterbalanced by getting the fruit landed in good condition'!, Undoubtedly. The b1·oker or the µ:rower 
:vould not m~n_d paying even more if they could gel. a proper system under 1d1ich the frnit might be landed 
·m good condition. _ 

25. In your cxprrience, Mr. Ja co Ls, what is the condition in which the bulk of the Tasmanian a pplcs 
leave Hobart? I will speak g·enerally on the whole question. The fruit, as a rule, leaves in VC!',Y g-ootl 
condition. As to ·shipment, the mail companies enter into contracts with Hobart shipping ngents to have 
their fruit sent to England in the cool· chambers during the season, contracting for so many cases per· 
steamer pro nita acco!'Cling to what the shi.p will carry. Should they fail to supply that qna11tiry of frnit, 
the shipping ag·cnts are bound to refund on dead freight at the rate of 4s. per case, the amount of the 
freight, supposing it is not taken up and the space filled with cases of fruit. · 

26. Practically, t.he contracting a.gent has to guarantee a certain amount of freight whether filled up 
or not? Yes, whether the season is good or the trees have been destroyed, if a man has taken the cool space 
the season does not weigh in the question. vVheu a man in Hobart has made an arrangement for so 
many cases per steamer, there is an absolute necessity for the fruit to come forward. 'l'he result is that to 
fill the sp:ace fruit is sent forward with the pips perfectly white, which means thnt when it reaches 
Englnnd it will be in a shrivelled condition, whether it be carried properly or not. 

27. \Vhether it is in right condition or uot? Yes; this a quest.ion which hnf lieen on rn_v mind fol' 
yenrs. The grower must tnlfil the conditions of his contract with the ;;hipping agent, a~ lie has to fulfil 
h~s with the company. He may tell yon that the mail companies are· lenie1,1:, that they will not he 
hard or will not press their claim, but that is not so. I know that i\Ic;:sr,-. K11ight & Co. conic! girn au 
illustration of this fact, that the companies will insist upon theil' pound of flesh. This is the t!'ouble of the 
tmde. ·while the companies come alo1w and bring· their ships to the wharvc~, they take the frnit. if they 
have room for it, if uot, they leave it 01tthe wharf, to the detriment of the next shipment, as it u:nst be, if left 
exposed to the wind and weather. If the agent is shor.t of the quantity required, they insist on ha,·iu/! the 
fnl~ freight .. The result is, that when a rnaii is placed in this position ro avoid pa,ving dead freight, he is 
-obliged to go and pic:k fruit from the trees ,,·hich is cp1ite unfit, because he is obliged to fulfil his oblig-ations. 
This is one of the chief reasons of the sh1·1velled condition in which fruit arrive~ from time to time. 
• 28. Could that be obviated? Ye;;:, 'r think so. 'l'he Melbourne contract.ors, when ·contracti11g· with 

the mail companies for freightage, get conditions subject to fourteen clays' modification. That is, if they 
contract for a steamer or part of a steamer, the amount of space can he rcducecl if sufficient notice be 
-~iven. That should be borne in mind by von if vou are rroincr to contract "'ith the rnnil companies. I 
think if they would be satisfied with sev

0

en· days' n'otice th:~t w;uld be a great boon to the t!'adc. 
29. Is there any necessity for confining shipments of fruit to the mail companies' :;:teamcrs ·1 Ko, I 

-don't know that there is, or why it should be. The only positive cause. of the mail companies holding a 
monopoly is their regular weekly service. Their ships do not carry the fruit any het.ter than outside 
·steamers. ._ 

30. Do you think it possible for our contracts to be based on th~ lines of the Victorian c:outrncti:, by 
which the growers or agents should be able to postpone shipment:;:, 01· the sending of fruit, by giving 
reasonable notice to the company? Yes. I think when a gl'ower has entered into a cant.met to supply an· 
agent with a certnin q nnntity of fruit to fill space, and find:-: that, owing to the :;:eason, he cannot fulfil his 
,£ontract, he should be reJe·ased on giving certain notice, and the agent should be relieved on giving notice 
to _th~ mail company. Suppose he is bound to fill his space, he cannot be particular as to what he :is 
slnpprng; he must ship 0l' forfeit 4s. pei··case dead freight. If this could be altered by contract with the 
mail companies it would be better. 

31. Have you g·iven this matter consideration? Yes, I have. 
32. Now.wlrnt would vou su,rnest, brieflv, to the Committee, I mean some process by. which this 

difficulty could be removeci"? In ~~spect of ,;hat? If you mean tiic cool chamber contracts, I think it is 
the fault of those who are contrncting with the mail companies. 
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·33. I know you have gin!n ·this consideration. I should like to p;et yom opinion as to the contr3ets-·
to he entered in10 for the carriage offru_it to England on bett<lr terms foi· the producers than those which 
110w obtain? · Iri the first place, yon- are sul'rciurtdecl with· difficulty. · You have here in Hobart shipping· 
contractors for space on board the· steamers. '.l'hey have er,tered i1'1to an understanding with the mail 
eoi11pan\es that for four-years they have contraete·d for space at 4.,. 3d. per case, with 3d. rebate, bringing· 
the actual freig·ht to !ls. Of com:se, while you have men of this description holding the space and fighting 
tooth and nail for it, it is natura1 the companies sho_uld- favour the contractors. So long as they exist th(l· 
growers "·ill be J)aying 4.~. a case frei~ht, and so long milst fruit be cal'l'ied as now. s·o long as the mail 
companies are willing to deal. ,-\•ith these men just so for will the present trouble fo1ve to pas,; over our· 
heads .. For these contractors the mail companies will be willing to pass over the heads of the growei:s. 
Other means may be tried, bnt will they be satisfied to allow yo(1 to do that? What position are tlie· 
protlncei·s in. ·with the companies, ai1d ~vhat advantages do the compailies give them? I offer ,you this 
<1uestion, because I feel it.must be taken into considel'ation. 

!3,.J.. Well? Now the position of the London brokers is another gi·eat point. They are prepared to 
assist the growel';:, and always- have been. Fol' years they lrnve financed tile business creditably, advancing 
on fruit passing· through the mail companies' steamer;:, but they hnve no faith in outside hoats. That is'tbe 
only difficulty in the way of o.utsi•de boats coming. Two years ago, ,'vhen the 'lrlie1·m.op,iJlm was here, I h;;;d 
a difHcnlty in getting my pl'incipal, Mr. Pankhu1·st, tci finance ti1iJ fri1it shipped by any other thau a niail· 
stea me:·. vV e tried then to break. down the monopoly, and the 1'1iernwpylm, the boat on which we depended, 
lauded her frnit in very bad condition, and the growers were all in-debt. The result· was to upset the idea of' 
bri?1gi11g in new steamers for some years. If outside steamers ,,•ere brought in Governmeut would have 
to H,kc the matter up themselves and pay the freight. · . 

. :3,5. Have you considered the Victorian system of takinµ; o,;er th·e export of produce and arranging the 
trade t.hcmsel ves? Yes; these contracts al'e uow in their third veai· and. I foar, if the Tasmanian Goverr
rneut were to approach the mail companies they would have to s'i:~nd bv the bond ,vhich has,-been given for· 
at least t"·o seasons, and Govemment·wonld· have to stand by those ,yi10 now have the space. · · 

::16. That is not my queslion. Have you given the matter consideration of the Government of Victoric1 
having- taken over the expo1't of produce into. their o,,·n hands aud <lealin~: with the shipping companies" 
themselves? Yes, and I think the subject a very worthy one. If 'l:he Govemment hel'e in Tasmania 
coulcJ. obtain the cool chamber :,pace from the .mail companies or from other com['ianies I think it would b~ 
:1 gTeat boon to .the tmde. 

· 37. Would the G_ovemment be tied to the mail companies-is thei•e any reason why they sh9uld not·. 
deal "-'ith other companies? The Govemment would be asked in all probability to take this position if the· 
:inail companies were to come in and lease the space to the Government. They would be asked to, 
contract with the mail companies, nncl with them ::done, and the companies would show the Governmen!· 
i_t would be to advantag-e, as they would only give a rebate of 3d. per case freight iu conside1;ation of 
Governmer:t dealing with them only. . .. . _ 

· :38. r~ tliere any rea,,on why the Government should not make it-a com1jetitive question; and ask 
olhers to come in? No, certainly not, if the growers are loyal and ,Yill stand to the Government. · '.l'hf 
Govemment may then make their own arrangements. l don·t think any one would o'~ject to any action of 
the Govemmcnt in that dil'ection. 

:JO. What do yon mr.nn bv lieing loval to the G0Ye1"111nent ?. l mean that the gro,vers are at the
])J"ese1it time fickle. '.l.'hey woi.tld be ~quite content to see the Govemn1ent step in and take an interest iu. 
a;;sisting their. wol'k, but at the same time if ·someone came along who was iDterestetl in another departure,~ 
which the Govcmrnent might not care about, and if that indivitlual offered to buy the fruit antl give a 
fair price for it, then l think the growers would thl'ow the Government over. 
· .40. Then yoa think other· con1p,rnies might eater into competition with the Government antl·give moi·e 
siltisfr:ctory terms, arnl. the Governinent "'ould then be_ unable to si1pply the frnit· for which they had mack 
contract for space? Yes; unless the GoYel'nment had satisfactory assurances from the· growei·s in the first 
instance, that would be the-result: . . .. . . · ·. · 
· · 41. · If· the Government were to take the matter up, would it be esse11tial that there should· be a· 
gu\irantee that. the frnit should be shipped in first-class condition? Yes, i11dst ceitainly. · · · . 

42. A1id that g·uararitee would liaYe to be made upon an examination of the fruit prior to export and· 
by sampling? I don't think the Government should totich it unless the grower was willing to _hav:e· 
the fruit examiuecl before leaving. If thel'e is nothing to hide, the g-r'ower need not be afraid of 11-n exa!hF
nation. \-Vhen a buyer I am particulal'ly carefo],· and I take a ca]'mble man witli a, tomaha\Vl~ and make an 
examination. I take a case here and there 1n·omiscuously, of the different kinds, arid examine them.·. I can 
follow that fruit, and when it arrives in London it will be 110 worse than any other fruit in the sarne stack._ 

43. Do you think there woulcl be any difficulty in sampling the fruit befo1·e ~hipment? None ,vhr~evei/ 
·. 44, Do you, when buying, insist on an exami1iation? Yes, f can sho,v j•on 1~1y contract form.· .I ~a~e _ 

it distinctly understood that when l buy,. that fruit shall be examined before leavrng the ,,,lmrf, and that 1f 
it is not np to my expectation it-will be sQid at the· mmi's own risk. , .. , , · , 

45. 1f a man has shipped goorl,fruit, is there any objection to an examinatio11? · I should think he-
should be deljghted at an opportunity to sho,v that he has shipped a good article. · •. - . · ; · 
.. 46: Nmv, at the other end. You said you had experience in En'gland· as to the trade: would'there • be 
any difficulty, on, arrival, in sampling and sorting fn1it befoi:·e it is· sent for sale? Well, there woulcl practic'ally _ 
be .no difficulty in ·sarnpiing and sorting·. Yon can employ laboi1rers by the millio'n, Uiid thefo js plenty ?f 
room, btit it would be a big undertaking· and a new clepart(1re, -and for the GoverMnent to ·g'o' in _fm· 1~ 

.,. would, I think, he a mistake. VVhen yon want to make a ne,v depai'ttire in a trade Hke 'this,· you .,";ifot to 
-feel yom; way .. The great trouble of the Fruitgrowers' Association was ·nothing else·- tlmn -th'at' jr ·wris · a: 
madcap scheme; They wanted to over-ride everything·. · If one ma:n applied for !,pace for 150,000 cusesi 
they "·oulcl apply-for 260,000 cases .. '.l'hey would make application fol' space whether the·. ship'• was_ fit -ifr--
11ot, or whether proper cooling chambers· were fitted in her or 11ot; There was 110 systern ailcl' no ·prope1:-
thought given. The result was disaster after disaster. If. Gove·rnment• is' going i'.nfo · this business, they-
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.must go into it careftilly, and c1·eep before they crawl. 'l'hcy must go into it gradually and extend g1"ad11ally, 
,and then yon will find present obstacl<-s removed. 

47. What effect would a small quantity of. damaged apple1,, in a shipment landed in London, have 
upon the whole shipment ? The present system of sale in the London market mean,; the fruit heing 
.branded on the cases. There a1·e so many brands going from here. One brand m3y be <lmnaged, the 
other may be sound. The man whose fruit is sound does not suffer by a brancl which is damaged. 

48. But what effect will a small quantity of damaged fruit have on a whole consignment? It will 
,have a <lamaging effect on the whcle of that particula1: brand. 

49. If that'-percenta"'e of damaged apples could be removed from the cases and nothing· but good 
apples sold, what would be the effect from a seller's point of view'/ Oh, if you coul<l. sort the damaged 
.apples from the souncl then they would realise more money. . ' 

50. If the purchaser was assured that nothing but g·ood fruit would be sold, what effect would that 
have? 'l'hat would have a far better effect on the whole shipments. Of course, if inferior ;;tuff is kept 
.away, it is bound to put a- better complexion on things. 

51. w·ould it not pay the shipper to have damaged apples removed, antl on]~, fruit. of good quality 
-;;old? It is a question whether the seller would be ;;atisfied, although it must pay better in tl1e long· mn. 
Suppose a consignment of 100 cases, and 25 are thrown ont: there would lie 75 cases out of il1e lU0 that 
the grower would have to realise on, and wonlrl be satisfied with that. 

52. If the percentag·e.was sold as first-class fl'llit, or the whole 100 cases sold as damag-e<l. fruit? In 
the long run the seller _would be benefited .. 

53. Wotild there be any difficulty in getting fruit sortetl speedily in London? Oh no, yon could ge 
.it sorte<l. 

. · · £>4. Yon know that in London there would be no difficulty in getting la hour to sort? I think yon 
.,could get it sorted speedily, if you onl_v put·on a certain number of g-angs. 'l'hat can he done. 

55. By Jlfr. l·Voollnou_qh.-Do the large importers into London ronsign to fruit-brokers only, <w to 
,ag;ents other than fruit-brokers? The large importers consign entirely to fruit-brokers in Coveut Garden 
Market. . , 

56. Do any importers consign to other than fruit-brokers,-frnit-growc1·:,; ·sending home fruit, for 
instance? Yes, l believe they do. ' 

57. Do you know what relationship exist;; between these agents and the frnit-lll'okers, that is, any agent 
·whpm the shipper might employ-Suppose I ship fruit to an agent, how would that apply on the market'! 
'The relationship between the ag-ent and the broker is nothing. The fruit-broker genernlly has hi

1
s own 

~·cpresentntive in Tasmania:. He goes to the shipping agent. who presents him with the bill of ading 
with details of fhe shipment attached. He is then handerl a chcrp1e which cover:, the cost of the freight 
,antl the shipping age11cy of threepence per case, which is charged by the agent nnd included in the expenses. 
When all costs and charges are paid then practically the relationship between the agent and the shipping 

.agent ceases, unles,; it be a rer1ucst of the grower that the retmns of sale be made to the shipping agent. 
58. Can the Covent garden market, on a11y given day,. he overloaded, and IJy what kiud of fruit? 

Yes, it can .. 
59. Is it so overloaded occasionally? Yes, it is. 
60. How can that Le avoided? Well, in the case of overloading, 100,000 case;; of frnit 1;:, a~ yott 

know, a ficabite in London, but the wcatlier has a gl'cat effect upon the fruit market. In fi11c wcnthc1· it 
is a case of_ fruit lieing in dcnrnnd ; in wet and cold or foggy weather pe,iple do 11ot go out. mnd1. and' the_r 
<lo not buy fruit. U ntler such circumstances sale is slow and the frnit rernai11s on the ma rkcc. Tliat is the 
.cause of overloading the mal'kct. 

61. Necessarily then, these circumstances must affect the lrnyers, and the fruit must either be kept. back. 
-or sold at a loss? The~, keep it back if the broker has large sales and there is no sm-plus. They have to 
use,thcir judgement. If they find that by holding hack they can get bettel' p1·ices, the~' hold hack. .A. 

,congested market usually ari,-es from the state of the weather. Another cause is that the brokers may 
have other merchandise in the fruit way coming from other parts of the world that has nn effect on a maa 
with: limited capital when buying so many cases of Tasmanian apple:;:. If it happens that the mnrket is 

. scarce of other fruit, then the buyer puts all on Tasmanian apples. 
62. Is it not the interest of the frnit-bl'oker to take care that onr apples should be rcsel'vcd from sale, 

when it is likely that the market would be unfavourable? Yes; the fruit-broker sells 011 a percentage~ 
-.and the more money obtained for the fruit the higher his perccn rage. · 

63. Has he the means of storage for-our fruit, such as ,would be necessary under the conditions spoken 
.of? All the brokers have large warehouses in and about the market. 

64. Is it your opinion that growers do not lose particularly through the mnrket lieiug onrlonded? 
-Oh yes, they do lose. · . 

65. Can you suggest any method by. which the difficnlt.ics of overloading may be· mo1·c completely 
. met? Yei:, I can. I may suggest a wider scheme of distribution. ' 

66. May I ask you what is the present method by which the markets, other than London, nre ~upplicd? 
· They arc all supplied through London, with the exception of.a very few. 

67. Can you suggest any method by which our fruit coultl be snpplied to large town;;, say in the North 
.of England, to greater advantage than through the Lonclo1J market? Well, while I am placing- m;· vie.ws 
before you, I may state that I should very much like to take the position of commercial agent for Tasmania in 
England. I started to ,,Tite upon the subject, antl if yon will excnsc me, I will read what I would propose:

" The duties of the agent would be TT!any and varie<l. He shonld have a foll knowledge of the trade, 
both in Tasmania and in London, provincial cities, and continental ones. ·wc1·e I that man l would 

.. endeavour to make friends all rou_n<l with the brokers and fruit salesmen of all cities ; I would be at the 
.-ship's side when the ships are unloading; I would withholtl 01· push forward the sale of the fruit, accoul
ing to the state of the market; I would, by juclgrnent, place a reserve on all fruit coming under my protection, 

s:md I would gradually extend my contres of diMribntion season by season as the trade advances. It ,roultl 
.he my duty to obtain all details of each London sale, and of provincial also if not too expensive. I believe 
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·that were the fruit landed in good condition the confidence of London speculatoi·s would be again· !'estored, 
-aml a brisk trade on purchasing lines could be transacted. I believe that -we could ship fruit from here 
(Hobart) during the months of March and April, and place upon the Eng-lish markets 250,000 cases 
eomfortably ; but the trade requires pushing in every direction, and nothing short of London management 
will be effectual. . · . · 

"As regards the scheme of London storing-, I feel confident that were I to have the management of the 
fruit I could work well on the lines required. 'rhe matter of obtaining labour is, to my mjnd, simplicitY, 

· itself: · I have employed female labour to shell peas, to bud asparagus, and to cut btans; and there are 
always gangs·of fellowship porters ready to do any and everything. I am acquainted with the men-, their 
ways, and methods of payment. The only drawback would be the rent of stores, but. a little enquiq in 

:this direction may have a satisfactory result. 
"You may think that there is only two _or three months'. work in the year. I would a:5k yot1 to take 

into consideration that to extend the trade your commercial man could pllt ·a deal of energy between 
-seasons in visiting the provinces of Great Britain and Ireland, and even the continent of Europe, and fur
. nish his report at head-quarters of whatever progress he may make. He could interview railroad and 
iteamship companies and obtain from them their freight charges, and get concessions if possible. Such a 
man would· be i11valuable at finding- the cheapest ·houses for priper (wrap.ping), uail~, &c., and, in fact, <lo 
inllch work in the interim. Oue of my main endeavours· would be to find fresh fields for om fruit, and, 
where possible, obt,;,in orders for casb,'as you well know much more can be done by a personal interview 
than by -letter or wire. . 

"One of the great drawbacks to be guarded against, and which should be the work of the London 
agency, is the question of bonci- .fide salesmen. There are numerous bogus fruit salesmen, untrnstworthy 
and dishonest, who, as soon as they leam that the grower can ship his fruit to whomsoever he choses in 
England, will lose no time in sending their printed circular ( their usual stock-in-trade), and with many bogns -
references will seek to trap the unwary. 'l'he London agent should make this part of the trade his special 
-;;tudy, and on him should rest the recommendation or otherwise of an.v would-be receiver of our fruit, and 
Jw shourtl he well satisfied with that individual's bona .ft.des before recommending him~ 

"Having the advantage of a fluent knowledge of the French language·I would push my enquiries in 
Frµnce, Belgium, and Ho)land, as there is a pos~ibility of an extension of the trade in those count1'ie;:. 
if liave a firru beli~f that were I appointed as your -commercial man I could justify my appointment and 
give a good account of myself." 

. 68. In that paper yon speak of· being able to snpply distant orders in other places than London 7 
Yes,, certainly. ·. . . · . · 

69. Is it }'Qlll' idea for supplying orders to other places, that in the first instance you should ship direct 
-:to the port of London'! Decidedly. We should distribute from London by taking shipments .further 
. north. • 

70. Passing from tha;, does the apparent large number of brands interfere with the selling price of the 
whole shipment'?- The London broker.s seem to think that fewer· brnnds would facilitate sale.· Connt1·y 
,buyers order in London and they prefe1· purchasing one man's fruit, if the bulk be large enough. 

· 71. 'l'hat would mean that J:irands affect the Covent Garden trade 7 When in England I interviewed 
Mr. White and others, and all agl'eed that there were too many brands. If the sale of a shipment is 
'injured it is because the buyers cannot trust the small men whose brands-do not give a good idea of the whole 
-shipment-is that a fact? Well, say a London broker is given an order from a country salesman for from 
100 to 200 cases of scarlet pearmains. He might say l\'Ir. So and So is ,shipping, and I will send them 
-on. If t!JP. broker has to send 200 cases to nrnke up the parcel he I:rny have to send 10 or 20 different 
·.brands. 'rhese have to be·taken to Covent Garden, and each particular brand valued according 'to merit. 
'l'bere are many poor men who, perhaps, can't afford to send more than ten cases of fruit, and the~e men 

,cannot see why their ten cases should not receive the same attention and benefit as those of the huger shippers. 
· 72. Have you considered any way by which you could enahle a certain number of cases to be branded 
-of one sort and one quality, no matter who the grower may be? Is there union enough among growers to 
-do that? I am satisfied the gl'Owers would not listen to it; I am sure they would not. · 

73. Assuming they would consent, would there be any practical difficulty in getting a certain number 
-of cas'es under one brand 7 There would be no ·difficulty if you could have a central packing-shed in a 
district, where the fruit would be sorted and packed under one sui-iervision,. and also, branded under one 

·, superv1s10n. It conld then be shipped from the district unde_r one brand. 
74. Would the tro~1ble and expense of such union on this side be more than met by the sale of the 

·fruit in London.? I think the only way in which you could get such a union wonld be by obtaining orders 
from England for the fruit. If you get those orders through the hands of the Government, so thnt e:ich 

·grower could get payment in advance of so much per case, then they might unite fot· one brand. Take Mr. 
-Peacock, he has a packing-shed at the Huon; he ·sorts and packs the fruit, no matter· whose it is, in his 
own cases, and with his own brand. I don't say that sorne growers have not euchred <that gentlemai1 even 

-at that g·ame, but let him explain that to you. If you want union and want the fruit to go under one brand, 
the grower wants his cash for the fruit, and he wants hi·s price for it, you can then do as you like, .and you 

,can get 'orders in England, if sought for. . · 
, 75. Then you hold that-the difficulty of which you have been speaking could be best met by the 
Government. In your opinion agents in England would be prepared to send orders over here 7 .I say I 

· believe if you had a commercial man in England acting under Government that orders would be forth
,,cciming. 'l'he matter of packing unde1· any brands could be met by the growers being paid in Tasmania for 
the fruit . 

76. ·-By the Chairman.-If the Government, by guara.nteeing the freight, had the fruit samplecfhere :is 
good, would not the Government brand be equal to ·a Trade· Hall mark in Covent Garden ·7 Certainl,v it 
·would; but what perplexes me is that. the Council.of Agriculture sent a large quantity of fruit in the 
:T!termopylce, it anived in bad condition, and what did the Council's brand do for it? 
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.. ·. 77. No,.quite true;. but if. _the Go'vernment.guarantecthe freight and insist: oil. sampling l1ere .b1fo)·e· 
the fruit is branded-:-:-if that were done would .not that action and .the • G:overmnen_t .bran cl, .. be ta:ken: a.s•. a 
guarantee for purchasers in England'/ Certainly. it would. · Anything ·we. can get. in ,the ··sh()pe .of: a 
g-uamntee, like that of Denmark for instance, where the. Go·vemment put th_eir .. brand on. all the butter. 
Th::.t is intended as~ guarantee that the produce has been sampled arid is up to standard. , · 

.78. By 11:l:r. lVoollnouqh.-As to the different kinds of apple required by difforent clnsscs of purchaser;:. 
in Eng·land-am I right in supposing· that the classes require .a different kind of ·apple from the ·m_asses.? 
'! .. don't think so, with the exception of such favourite 11ppfos as the New York Pippin ;, that is . a favourite 
.apple. Of course the claflses ,pay, more for what pleases them best, the masses have- _to be content wtt.11 
Adams' Pearmains. A great deal goes in the way of size and colom·, · J n .. Regent_strce_t, for instance,' they· 
would require a gentleman's nice sized table apple, unblemished by black spot, and for these they .wiJl, 
pay more than the, costermonger would who l,ias little heaps of apples on his. stall at three or fom· a penny . 

. Size and appearance goes a long· way. . _ . · 
. 79. Consider an ·_apple different from that reqnii·ed ,for the rich man's dinner, tab.le. }'rom your· 

experience is there anything to be leai·ned by the growers, any information yon can give us that would be 
. v:;i.luable to. the growers, and so assist fhem as a test ,of the London market,. oi· do the growel's kninv 
enoug·h ? ·well, alt hoiiglJ the growers may know enough, you ha ,'.e to try and protect the g:rowers _against 
the.mselves. There arc apples which it is useless. to ~end, such as J\fobb's Codlins, Dragons, Blue Pear-· 
mains, Ladies of Snow, and other soft kimls.. You must not send these. ,Some growers •in~ist on sending· 
Crow's Eg·gs be.cause tlicy have them, and as a rule they g·et no retums. New York Pippins, A,_daqis' 
Pearmain, Scarlet Pearmain, French Crabs, and Strn:mers, a~ncl a few. other apples in the early season, such 
as. Prince Alfreds and Ribstone Pip'pins will always find a n1arket, but not the 1'asmanian Stone Pippins,:-:-· 
that is a different apple from the Victorian Stone Pippin. . · · . . 

80. Can you make any suggestion as to the most practical method of obtaining ·information as regar.cls.. 
some better system of conveying fruit to ·England than: the. present cool chamber system.-Ca:n 
yo.u suggest any better methi1d than the bad method now adopted'/ I don't know ·that I· can p,u.t 
JOU on. to· any authority on that. Of com·se I .have hca1•d opinions of. men who sh<;mld know.·. I have· 
l10anl the opinions of one or two practical engineers who have. ea1Tied- our fruit home, and they are· 
the only men who •really seem to know. One. of those is the eng·ineer who canied Olli' fruit home ,in the 
Au.,tmlasian ; that man took a. great interest in it. I. think if yon g-ot infor.mation from the fonptain, 
]10ad, that ·is the Mail Steamsl,ip Compuny's Office, it miirht be valuable,· but. for information re_specting· 

. 1·efrigerating. machinery, the engineers who actually do the ~vqrk a-re the men to go to. One. of these men 
came to me and said·, "You have got a lot of fniit on board." I said, "Yes." 1'hen he askerl, "'\Vhat 
lmve I. done; I am the refrigerating engineer, and can't you give me a ci;se?" That.was the refrigerating 
cllg-ineer who actually does the work.; rmd he said, "Yun ought to give me a case of fr\1it." Well; that 
mall's words gave me a thought that it might be a good thing to offer a bonus, :my to the chief cn0in·eei·,. 
·who lands his fruit in good condition, If you were to get informotion from these practical fellows who, 

. actually cal'l'y the fruit,·they would. be tl)e best m·en to whom you conlrl.apply .. : You could go to the head 
office fo1· other informatio'n. I am not an engineer myself, and could not give you information on those· 
])Oints. J went home with the fruit in the Port Victo1· and used to g-o rouucl with the engineer, .saw the 
thermometer, and took the temperature; but after all I was not much.more forward, although I signed the
Log every day. I went below and went on my hands and knees to the blow hole, where the snow stoppe:d 
me, but I am not a judge.of those things .. 'l'he man told me in confidence that he had experience in several 
boats, and he knew for a fact that the machinery sometimes gets out of gear, and .it •is never known to the·' 
public. Sometimes for a day or two it is stopped till it can be got into .order again, and when that occurs there 
i>1 no knowledge of it outside .. In one of ou1· shipments,,as they were getting into a warm climate-I think 
it was the Red Sea-and the atmosphere wa~ ve1w hot, the mac.hinery broke dO\vn, and did not get repaired 
for two or three days. 'rhat, of course, •\\;ould be disastrous to the growers and shippers._ 

81. H_a_ve you had an opportunity of forming· an opinion: whether the cost of conveying fruit under a 
more natm·al system than the fan system would be less than the 4.~. 3d. per case charged· by the· m;iil corn

. 11anies '/ I should think there was a large amount of space wasted under the present system. They make 
the chamber so much smaller than,it orig·in~lly 1rn>1,, aB.d their freightage must be higher according to the 
amount of space used for insulating' pnrposes. • · 

82. Then the cost of a.more .natmal snnem would be less than the present system? It should be· 
less, because thev· could stow more fruit into the chum ber. ., 

- 83. Can yo·u tell me the maxim uni number. of cases we sliouid expect to be carried by ~ shiji · com.ing 
in here? Shippers have informed nie that 11ot more than 10,000 _cases should be put into any one chamber: 
More than that is disastrous to the shipment. rrhe fruit does not get proper treatment.• With the fan, 
system I would never suggest more than 10,000 cases in one oliamber. . • . . · _ · . 

84. How many cases would you ex1ject n sl1ip coming in he1·e to cal'l'_l',-30;000.? That would depernl 
on the size of the· ship. I would not si1ggest that; but -no more. than 10,000 cases· should be carried 'in each 
chamber. Yon.might ship as much as yon like at .a lower.freight. . · .. ... . . .. :· . ·. :-

85. · Well, what am·ount of fruit 'would a ship be likely to carry?· You: could n_ot get more than 20,000· 
cases prepai:ed and ready fo1· shipment. You may look at it in that way.· . · · _ · . 

86. The present boats come once a week. Under any other.afra1igement, could we do with less, than 
weekly shipments?. l would pi·efer weekly shipments. · · . . . . . . · . 

87. Any other system would deinand some sort of storage in Londqn? , Yes. . _ . . . . ·, ., 
88. I noticed in London that the Tasmanian apples went bad ·in the centre : they looked all right 

outside? I h::ive seen.fruit in Tasmania in the saine condition. It is some disease at the core, called'. 
·lJollow-core. · · · 

'1'he Committee acljoumed ·ui1til 2·15 o'clock. 
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AFTERNOON SITTING, 

,JOHN MYLLES JACOBS further exani,ined. 
. 89 .. By Capt. Evans.-Y Qll gave the Chairman this morning an idea as t6 how the fruit is d_istributed 

:and sold-- in London-do all the auctioneers at Covent Garden sell their fruit at the one time? Yes, that 
is the custom of the market.' . · -

. 90. Then no matter ho"'rnuch fruit there is, all the miqtioneers go into their boxes·and seil :it one time:' 
'Thev do. - ·. . · . , 

· · 91. Then, instead of having all the purchasers listening to one auctioneer, they are 'distributed to the 
different auctioneers? Preciselv. . , . · . . · · 

92;· In your opinion, coulcl° it not be arranged that the several auctioneers should sell at different 
times? It 'certainly could. We might go further, and say that special sales of Tasmanian apples should 
be held at nny convenient time. I don't know that it wunld suit. . 

. 93. If you place, say, six auctioneers one against the other, and ench anxious to get rid of his fruit, i-:; 
must be d·etrimental to the sale of the fruit. If only one auctioneer ·wei·e selling at a time, and all the 
buyers· were bidding for the fruit, there would be keener competition, and a bette1· chance- of getting higher 
prices: don 'f you ag'l"ec with that? Yes, to a large extent;. but you must bear this in mind, although you 
will have a better chance of geliipg better prices were one auctioneer to monopolise the attention of the 
buyer;;, there are one or two q11estions to be settled. You woulcl not expect to get as much money fo_r the 
fruit· sold by the man who sold last as for that of the man who sells first. The man who gets up and sells 
first has to supply the count1·y buyers; they do the most spirited bidding. If there are :1 fow good parcels 
for sale they will not wait for the later sales, but will buy from the first lots, and the competition will be less 
keen at the encl of that man's sale. The last man would not get as good a price as the man who sells first. 

94. Yes. -That would_ not apply to practical men who gather information and know where they are:. 
There ate in~tances where at ai1ction sales, the last lots of frt\it bring more th.an the firat would. I mysel: 
Jiave seen here the last lots bring more than the first lots.-Oh, that 1s different. The system is different in 
Lond9n: there are no country buyers in Hobart who attend daily sales. 

9.5. Yes. I know you are dealing with large consi()'nmcnts, and. no doubt there is common sense in 
yonr olij.ection. The only way you might arrange would be that they should not all sell on one day, btE 
that there should be several days to sell .on. Could that- be done'? In summer the auctioneers sell every 
-day, in wiilter they sell ,three days a week, on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays. 1Ve could armnge 
that three or four meri should sell, say not more thun five of them, and that not more than t"·o _at 
a time shall sell. Each of these men has his connection you see, -and their per.,onal conntry trade, which 
extends outside of London. If they could show that they had any bona ,tide demand from. country 
customers for certain kinds of fruit, they could take what quantity they want at the current market-price 
and sell that way. vVe might limit the sales to two men per auction day. . 

96. Do you think the trade at the present a satisfactory one from a l)l'oker's point of view? _No. 
?'he Loll(~on Brokers, up tiUlatel~,. have been writing on the sut\jeet of the trade, and tlJC)'. seem to pre~ict 
,1ts doom 1f the present state of afta1rs are not altered. They have lost a lot of money m guaranteemg: 
freiglit and in making small advances on fruit which has not realised the amount of money advanced. 
-One late sale this season showed the condemnation of 300 cases of fruit. Mr. Pankhurst had advances 
up_ to fo. 9d. per case, and in nearly every shipment he has had a loss of smalle;. or larger nmgnitncle: 
He is· of course grumbling at the state of the tn1de, so much so that for the future the gl'Owers ot 
T'.1-smania need not look forward to more than frei()'ht advances, unless an assurance is given of more care 
-ot the fruit in transit. " · 

97. What did the brokers adv:mces amount to last vear? 4s. 3d. freig)1t and up to 2s. 6d. per case, 
that is 6.~. 9cl. , • 

98. That was the advance? Yes, that was the. ndvnnce. . 
· 99. And in any future business the advances will be confined to the cost of freight alonll? I fear so, 

from the information I have at the present time, There is only one thing ; the cnbles recently received 
from England seem to show that the Eno·lish apple crop is a failure. · Last year it was a great success, and 
consequently it gave Tasmanian apples" a poor chance in London. Should this season's English crop5 
prove a failure it rn~y cause the brokers to change their opinion as to advance!'.', and if they knew ~hat the 
G~vernment was gomg to take an interest, some brokers might come out and make further aclvances on the 
frmt. - · 

· 100. Can you, from your own knowledO'e, give us an idea whether the trade has heen sntisfactory 
from a broker's point of view? ·I have he/~ a letter dated June 18th, 1891. It is from Messrs. Garcia, 
.Jacob~, & Co., London, and they write in this strain:-

_,, '\Ve received thti fruit per Port Ph·ie in due course, and are sending Accoui1t-sales by this mail. "' e ha Ye solti 
the Pari-amatta, and are now busy making out Account-sales. We do not think the fruit by this latter boat was e1J1ml 
to that by the Port Pirie, and, if anything, this will tend considerably to bear on future operation~. If the out~icle 
boats can briug their cargo in better condition than the reo-ular mail-boats, and at a reduced freight, it will give 
them the entirety of the traffic. 'iVe may mention that tl~e reduction to 4s. '2d. is not of sufficient importance, and 
before anotl~er season :ve sh~ll take an opportu!1ity, either by circular or_throu~·h the medium ?f the press, to mal~e 
known our 1;leas on this snbJect, as we speak with a great deal of authority, berng w:-ll posted 1p the apple t1:mle m 
,peneral. :we are sure that ~l:e remuneration will clepel!d entirely_up·on the cost and mc1dentnl ~xpcnscs to sh1pp~rs. 
They may r~st assured tha_t 1f a laro:e guantity is to arnve here (and _when we say'a large quantit:r: we mean a!1ytlung 
over 100,00<, cases) the pnces are not likely to exceed 9s. to lls. ,v1th over 150,000 cases the entire trade will have, 
to be ext_ended, m:d that means that it will have to go into greater consumption, and greater consumption m~tll(S 
lower pnces. ,v1th apples at 9s, for a case of 36 to 40 lbs. retailers cannot 8ell uuder 4d. per lb., and tlus is 

considered in England an extravagant price, :Ls in other seasons English and American apples are sold here u t ar;_ 
,ayerage of_2d._ and 3'!. per lb,, and at this figure any quantity can be consumed. vVe 1~ention'.this_ ~o that you car;_ 
give o~r frienas om· ideas on the subject. ,v e think that, on the whole, our prices are fully eqt:al, _If_ not better ~ha1" 
our neighbours. vVe cannot contrnl the market; all that we can do is to make our sales as Jmhc10us as po~s1ble. 
As regards the Parrarnatta, we did not sell them as some were compelled to sell, as we lmYe stm·es at our disposal, 
-and kept them until a propitious time. Pankhurs~ and Co. were compelled to sell on unival, as they have no stores, 
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aud the market people will not allow them to sto:r:e iu the open market, whereas ·-we ha,;e warehouses which co~t 
about £500 1ier annum, and it is of immense service to us to· lie able to sell when we think the time is lavourablc. "\Vu 
shall keep you posted in all matters of interest, and shall be glad to hear from you." 

101. By. 111·1·. rFMllnoug!t.-You mention 4d. per lb. as an extra price : was that the price of the 
case? · No, the letter does not mention it as the price of the case. It says Tasmanian apples would have 
to be sold at 4d. per lb. retail-wholesale they would sell at from 9s. 6d. to lh. per case . 

. 102. By .Captain Evans.-In reply to the Chairman's question as to the battens between . cases. I 
want yoi1 to·clearly show the Committee, in reference to the battens, that the idea that it is a trifle in connec
tion with space is not so. Please show how they are placed in the mail conmpanies' steamers at present, 
and whether between every tier, or every two tiers? 'l'hcy arc placed more than that sometimes, and some-. 
times only between every three or four tiers. [The witness, by a drawing, showed how horizontal battens are 
placed between tiers of' cases in stowing oli board 'the mail boats, and also the French system of nailing two 
short battens-on -the top of each case, so as to secure a current of air between the cases.] He preferred this 
system, which would meet all requirements·. ·_ 

103. Is it not a fact that the cases are· stowed on board the mail boats sometimes in three 01· four tiers -
without any battens at all? Th~ cases rest entirely on each othe1;, and battens are placed horizontally bv 
the side of the cases every few tie1·s. . All the cases rest one on the other, andno ventilation can g-et in. • 

104. You have read in the papers that Mr. 'l'averna, in Victoria, states that the cause of the destrnction 
of Tasm:mian fruit was that some of it was over ripe when shipped. Is it possible to- have Tasmanian 
fruit over ripe at the period at which we send it to England? In respect to fruit when shipped from )rnre, 
they may say what they like to the contrary, but from practical experience, I assert. that the fruit is shipped 
from here before it can getj'ipe. _ As a matter of fact it doe!': not 1·ipen until four or five weeks after. it 
leaves here. It is often shipped with the pip'quite white, too so~n in fact. Mr. _'l'avcrna's argum,cnt is 
a~n~. · 
· 105. How many cases of fruit did you buy for your own agent during the last two seasons? 'l'he last 
season I <lid not buy, the previo1~s season I bought about 25,000 cases, the season hefore 1 shipped 40,000 
cases, or a little more, to one firm.-

. 106. How did you ge~ space for these-dtd you go to the mail companies_? Now you ask a question. 
I went to the mail companies ir. Melbourne, but they referred me to their agents in Hobart, and they, like
wise, referred me to the contractors for space; Messrs. Jones and "\,V. D. Peacock. 

107. That is, the shipping ag-enls? Yes, the shipping agents. . · . . 
108. When you applied for space to the mail companies did they raise any queries, or slate the reasons 

why they could not give you the space? No, they simply refused me. They :said their space ,yas let, and 
they left it to their Hobart agents, and I must go to them if I wanted space. 

_ 109. Did they never tell yon that their applications for space were far and above what they could -
snpply? Yes, that is the case. They told me one year, when I went to Mr. "\,Vithers. I asked if it were
possible to give a reduction on the freight. He said in the face of the application;; and over-applications 
for the amount of space available, it wonld be absurd to 'give a reduction on freight. The more I tried 
to persuade him, and the more I showed he woul~l be doiug justice to the trade, and largely increase 
the quantity to be carried, the more he insistecl that in the face of the great number of applications he could 
not do it. · · · 

llO. Do you think it feasible that any steam company would give you a reduction in rate,; when they 
Imel double their space applied for? No. I can't blame them, of course. _ -

111. How long before the fruit is shipped from here have y_ou to guarantee the mail companies •as to 
space-how long before the fruit is shipped from Boliart? I have known a g·uarantee given when the-
ship is going._ · 

112. I don't mea11 a guarantee going ·on. When do the mail companies demand from the µgents at 
Hobart. what space they want by rhesc mail boats? Wit.hin a short time of shipping. 'fhe absolute fixing 
of the quantity of space available in a ship is within a month· of the ship coming along, but their· 
applications would be in befo,·e. · 

113. That does not tally with your statement to Mr. Mc-Williams,. that the shippers were pushed in 
getting fruit, and that if they couid not get the fruit they had to send mbbish. I ask yo,u, when <lo the· 
mail companies demand from the agents here the space they require in the boats? The shipping agents in 
Hobart make applicatiou for space six or eight months b~fore shipping stmts, the absolute time when the 
companies allot the s.pacc is within a month of shipping·. 'l'he shipping agent, long before he gets ]1is
allotment, hn;; had Iii;; ng·ents travelling round the country getting the growers to select their lots and name 
the quantity. They have to do this before they can tell the companies what they will want. They have 
first to go to the growers and bt1yers and see what quantity of space they can guarantee to fill. 

114, Of course that is done, but is it not the case that agents often apply for double the quantity 
of space they want, or that they l1ave fruit to put in the boat. 'l'hat is where the monopoly comes in, is it 
not'! Once a grower ag-rees to send a certain quantity of fruit the space is applied for, but later he
sends to say that he can't supply the fruit, and that is where the trouble comes in. 

115. You Eaid, in rcply'to the Chairman, that if a quantity of fruit was stacked on the wharf for one
of _the mail boats-take the Pa1'ramatta for instance-coming· in for say 25,000 cases, that if, when the ship 
was finished stowing, they found they could not stow within 5000 cases of the lot, left them for th'e next 
boat-do the mail companies allow any concession to the growers for not having- carried the fruit 
representing the amount of spaee•allotted in that ;;hip? None whatever. Nothing like 5000 cases were 
ever shut out. · · 

ll_(i. On the other hand, if the an"cnts fail to supply, and only. 23,000 cases are forthcoming, then 
would the mail companies make the g~·owers pay freight for the 2000 cases short? I think they would; 
but to save thnt trouble, othe1-s lmve fruit ready to hand to sell to the shipping agent to help him out of the .. 
difficulty.. It may not be up to :;tandard, but they take it to prevent them having to pay dead freight_. 
The ShiJ?jaclt ~nd other vessels· bring down fruit for sale if' t!ie_ quantity is short. They send· fruit picked. 
anyhow, Crow s Eggs 01· any sort, and the agents often buy 1t to fill up the space. 
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117. 'l'hen, this shows that the mail con;panies lrnve tlie whole thing in their hands, and that the 
growers are _powerless? That is so. 

ll8. Now, on this matter I want yon to be clear-You told Mr. McvVilliams that there would be no 
troul'.l~ in getting men in London to pack O}' repack 20,000 or 30,000 cases of fruit should it arrive in bad 
cond1t10n by the steamer? Yes. 

119. Do yon think it practicable to go to 20,000 or 30,000 cases of fruit and to have it prepared 
1•eady· to sell, that is, to have it repacked, sold, and got rid of before the following boat would arrive, and 
make a litter with another 20,000 cases ? You would be likely to overstock the market a bit if it was in a 
week. That is not likelv. 

· 120. I give you the outside limit, a week-I know it has been said, it might happen in three or four 
days, but I give the outside limit, a week-Do you think it would be practicable to repack 20,000 or 
30,000 cases of fruit and clear them before the other boat would be on top of you? That is rather a big 
order, to take apples on the market aud have them repacked and sold. It is a broad question. You 
might have the fruit repacked :rnd place it on the market, but the result might be to overstock the market 
at the particular time. You might have to. remand them for a few days, especially if you have cold 
weather and could not sell. You would then hold the fruit back, ancl. would have to work the next ship
ment if you have a weekly service, or.you are going to put on from 20,000 to 30,000 cases a week. 

121. You have refene<l to the same quantity before ? llut not repacked. 
122_. No, but if not repacked, that would not matter. Could you, _even then, get rid of such a quantity 

before the next lot would be on the top of them? You can repack them, and yo_u can hold back and store
and sell so soon as opportunity arises. If a subsequent shipment comes on top of _them then you must, 
store those. 

, 123. In your opinion, ·would tliere be much chance of the ·sale of the fruit after the arrival of another 
boat, say with 25,000 cases in good order. Would there be as g·ood a chance of selling that fruit as at the 
time of its arrival in the first instance ? If it '\\'as sound fruit. 

124. Yes? You could answer that question better when you saw the market. If there was· a ready 
market you could sell it and follow with the next cargo. 

125. By·Mr. Braclle:11.-If the question of repacking is essential? Yes. 
126. Well, it seems to be admitted it is essential, if you would ensure good apples only, would it 

follow that all apples should be repacked; and, if a week took place 'between the shipments, you would 
, still have a full week to repack ? Suppose you repack, you then market that fruit, and then you have a 

second cargo in on top of it. If there is still a market when the other ship with 25,000 cases_ arrivedr 
you would go on sellini,. If the market dropped a shilling or eighteen pence a case on the last lot sold7 

then you would store it and wait, because there would be another week before the arrival of_ the next 
ship. You could repack 20,000 cases of apples and market tbem in seven days, but to sell them depends
entirely on the state of the weather, which inval'iably rules the trade. You might lighten the local London 
mal'ket by using ,other markets in the Provinces. 

127. But you would go on repacking the next lot also? No, you would. not necessarily repack if 
you saw the fruit was sound. You would only repack that fruit which· is not sound. · 

128.· ·would not the repacking apply to all cargoes? No, some cargoes might not want it. 
129. By Capt. E·cans.-Would it l..,e possible to repaek the fruit without i_ts becoming known all along· 

the market and amongst the brokers? It is bound to become known. If you wanted to prevent that you 
could not; no, it is hound to become known, but it would be no.detriment. 

130. You know the class of men you have to deal with-they are very wary, and know what is
going on, and they know what is being done with the fruit-I ask you this question, Don't you think the· 
fruit might fetch as much, or even more, if sold on·arrival, as if repacked in this way and sold afterwards?· 
No, I don't. I had an opinion a little while ago th_at you could not do better than sell it on the market 
when you get the cargo home. You see the fruit is subjected to high and low temperatures, an_d·that means 
that it should be almost immediately sold. You can't tamper with it, b,eca.use the moment you do it begins 
to go browny, and the more you touch or tamper with it the worse it gets, Look at the Sydney market, 
even. When they once start repacking, there is no end of bad fruit in the cases; and the more you tamper 
the worse it is. If your fruit is firm, although it may have got a little musty or wet in some way, or on 
the ship, you might repack at once, with some assurance that it would p_ay the grower. . 

131. Then the reason you would object to repack is that you. mn a risk~you can't know what the 
fruit is like until you start to repack it ? Yes, you would have to open a number of cases of the fruit of 
course, as an Inspector would. 

132. But yo11 would not open to any great extent. You must find out whether your cargo is sound,, 
01· in what condition it is in ? _Yes, you rriust open a few cases. 

133. My experience in the Colonies is this: if you take fruit to Sydney,. for instance, and it lies ow 
the market for a day or two, the buyer will not buy that fruit when he knows that another steamer is 
coming in with fresh fruit. The-fruit held back invariably brings a less price, because of its having been 
lield back. Is not that so ? Yes, I tised to think it best to sell at once and not to keep fruit till it gets
bad, which it was liable to do in a warm climate; but you have now new conditions. You are now going 
to take fruit from a cool chamber to a new atmosphere. If the fmit is shipped in a cool chamber and, on 
arrival, it is found that a certain amount is damaged, if the condition of the fruit is not good enough to be 
touched it shoulrl be let alone. If it was fom enough, you would repack. It need not want the repacking· 
of all tpat fruit. I would not let the whole cargo go to waste by selling it on its merits, but if it would 
stand I would have it repacked when it got to England. 

134. You said that the· brokers were willing to finance fruit shipped m ot1tside boats,· till the· 
T!terrn.opylce's cargo arrived in bad order-is that right ? Yes. 

135. You are aware that this was the first attempt of outside boats to come and break down a. 
monopoly. I think there were only three boats that season? That was not the first boat. 
. 136. Yes, there were two or three before ; but no regular attempt from outside boats to touch the 
tmde. How many times have the mail company's boats failed to carry all their fruit in sound condition?:· 
I can't say. A great deal more than once, I should think. 
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137. The mail company's boats have failed several times in carrying their fruit home, and the outside 

boats have onlv failed once? More than once, I think. There was the P01·t P·irie. Well, she broke: 
down. That ,;as not a failure exactly, but the effect of the mishap upset the chance of the outside boats. . 

138. You mean the failure through the refrigerating machinery breaking down. '.L'hat might happen 
- to any boat_? Yes, the .cargoes by the Port Pirie and the Port-Victor were perfectly snccessfu1, and the 

Australasian' s cargo was also a thorough success. 
139. Was not the Aztstmlasian's cargo landed·better than any car!],·o ever landed in London? Yes, I 

have that information. · 
140. The TVa1n1ambool also landed her cargo in good condition? Yes, there·wus nothing to com-

plain of whatever. • • 
· · 141. ,vas not part of the cargo of the 1-Var'l'lza-mbool sent to markets outside of London? Yes, some 
went to Manchester, and was landed in fine order. 

142. Theu, that shows that outside boats are at least capable of carrying their cargoes in good condition? · 
Yes, I am satisfied that is the case. · 

143. You stated that the mail companies carry fruit at a rate of 4/3 per case with a 3d. rebate'! Yes. 
144. What did "the outside boats carry the fruit for? 3/6 per case, I think, or 3/9. 
14-5. Then, they canied at about 6d. per case less than the mail companies ? Yes. The_ 3d. per case 

rebate allowed by the mail boats is a perquisite of -the man shipJlin~, conditional on his not shipping by any 
other steamers. The shipping agents are bound by contract for four years, but they must not ship by any 
other steamers. · 

146. You told Mr. Woollnough that-it-was preferable to have a weekly service. Don't yon think it 
would be an ~dvantageous arrangement if you had an outside company with boats taking fruit every· 
fortnight, and which could give say two parts of the ship, with a capacity for from 25,000 to 30,000 cases_ 
·fruit ? Yes, if the mail steamers' cargoes did not come in between and upset the cal<enlations. 

147. You think that there is a possibility that, under such an arrangement, outside steamers ·with 
-<:argo·es might come in and glut the market? Yes, you will find plenty of opposition there. 

148. The question was vut to yon by Mr. Woolli:tough, as to whether there was anything between the 
broker and the shipper: I w'ill put it straighter .. To your -knowledge ha.s there been auy commission given 
by the broker to the shipper for any fruit he could send to· him ?- I know, and believe, that Messrs. J one;i 

,and Co. acted as agents for a certain firm that Jones and Co. had taken up, but I believe that between the 
London brokers and the shipping agents no relati~nship exists. 
- 149. And no commission is given in connection with fruit to be sent to them? Jones & Co. once 

-wrote to Draper & Co., but failed to do business in that direction. 
ll30. How many cases of fruit did·the Messrs. Peacock themselves buy this season? About 50,000. 
151. That fruit was packed in central· sheds, was it ·not? Yes, mnch of it. 
152. The bulk of it 'l I don't know about that: · 
153. It was all shipped under one brand? Yes, that packed in the central sheds would be all under 

-one brand. ' · 
154. Then, if l\fr. Peacock liked to have all fruit sent to the central sheds, !rn could have all unde1· a 

first-class b1·and? Yes, there would be nothing to-prevent him; except that he would be compelled to fill 
,up his space. It is possible that Mr. Peacock would send nothing but the best from the :-heels, first-class 
-fruit throughout;were it not for the mail companies, which had to be satisfied. He would be bound to fill 
,up in order to meet his liability for space. 

155. By 1Jfr: Bl'adley.--As to outside boats,-there were the Pm·t Pirie,· the Austi-al,;zsia11, the 
TVarrnambool, and the Port Victor? Yes. 

156. I believe you ,vent hom·e in the P01·t Victod Yes, Sir. 
157. What route did they take ? The Port Pirie did not go thrnugh the canal, the 'Port Victor 

went through the canal. · 
158. r think the Po1·t Pirie went 1·otmd Cape Horn? Yes,- I think she was 101-days at sea, and l1ad 

to go into a port. _ 
159. Then there was the Thermopylm, an outside boat. What difference is there, if any, in the 

-arrangements betwee1i. her and _the mail boats in regard to the cool chamber? I think they were on the 
,same,principle, but I can't say for certain. , 

HiO. l'he Thermopylm went by the Cape of Good Hope, I believe? Yes, she · did ; as to the 
,difference in arrangements, I am not an engineer, and cannot talk about insulation 01· refrigeration. 

161. As a shipper, do yon consider that, notwithstandin(J' the heat going through the Red Sea, you 
',prefer sending fruit by that route rather than by- the Cape· of Good Hope? Well, the question never struck 
me. We only want to get the fruit to market as quickly as possible, and the difference in the journey gives. 
-us, I think, more advantage than if it went via the Cape. If you· have cold ail' going from your chamher 
,going tlu;ough the Suez Canal; vou should be able to work so as to avoid the heat. I can't sav whether the 
heated iron in the bulwarks would have any effect,-of course they do get very hot·; and whether the amount 

,of air pumped into the cool chamber would be enough to keep the b11lwarks cool is a questioll" I cannot 
answer. 

162. It appears to me tliat the Tliermopylm's route would be subject to high winds and heav.v seas. The 
•.question is whether that would affect the fruit? I don't' think so. The main· thing is to keep the chambers 
-at an even temperature. If that is done it would not affect the fruit at all. 

163. By 11-:fr. Woollnough.-Witbin your· experience have the ,importers of fruit by these outside trips 
,had as good an opportunity of getting good pz·ices as those who send by the mail boats? Oh yes, certainly. 

164. Witl1in your knowledge is there any ro_om, in your opinion, for selling Tasmanian apples in 
· Continental markets? Do you mean in France·? · 

165. Yes, in France : -you know, of course, that in that counti-y it is the business of every 1·estaumtew· 
to keep some sort of desser~? Well, I was in ·Paris in 1875, arid made it my bui,iness to see if Tasmanian 

-apples eo1,1ld be put on the market there; They said they might take a few of them, but they have late 
sapples themselves, such as russets, that would go right into our season ; then shortly aftei· our season· they 
·'Would be getting their own soft fruit. I think we should have a poor s!10,v in Frarice, but thei·e are othe1· 
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markets where we would ha"·e a very good field-in Russia, for instance. When I was working in France
as a shipper of pears we used. to get Russian ·orders. They wanted the very best, and would pay fabulous
prices for them. They would go chiefly to St. Petersburg and as far as Moscow. If we had an oppor
tunity in London through our agents to communicate with -Russia, I believe there is a good market there 
for fruit. \-Ve could tranship from the steamers nt Colombo to vessels going to Russian ports. I think, 
also, Hamburg could do with a little oft.he best of your 8tuff. Belgium is also in evidence, and, I thi:ik, 
-we could give a little to the Dutch. Then there are the Germans. ~These markets have _never been r90:ed 
out for us by anyone taking 3n interest in it. Denmark and Sweden are very late with their apples, and I 

, doubt if we could touch them ; but in Ge1·many and at the sea-port towns of Belgium and Holland thare 
is business to be done. Spain I do .not know enough about. When at Colombo I made enquiry about 

; India, hut, I fear, there is a small field for us thern. 
1G6. By the· C/wil'm11n.-"'vVhat about South Africa? That would be about in the same field. 

with Australia. They are on the same geographical line as ourselves. 
167. B;,; ilir. }Voollnouglt.-Apart from English sto1·ed apples, are there any rivals in that market 

·when our shipments anive,-any other apples competing with us'! Yes. 'fhis season we have had a· VEI'Y_ 

bad rival in Canada and Nova Scotia. They shipped three shipments of apples ship for ship with us of 
Russets last season, but tbey have no other apples to give to the market at the time ·when ours arrive; 
but I don't think they could live against our Scarlet Pearmai11s and otbers. 

· 168. Looking to the bad shipments la~t year and the failure of broker1< to secm:e the best prices, are 
you aware of any recommendation of theirs which might be useful for the Committee to know-it is. 
possible they rnight have some knowledge of alteratio1u that shou Id be made? The London brokers ru·e. 
saying tlii,;, that they are looking forward tu alterations being made. They are now as unsatisfied as th~y 
can be. ' 

160. Are they snggest.ing anything? We have letters from Garcia, Jacobs, & Co. by the last mail 01· 
two, which point to the fact that something else should be done at this end. For instance, they do a large 
business in bananas, sending them right through from Jamaica. 'l'hey were sending a lot of bananas fro:n 
there, anc1 the whole of the sh.ipments were cooked dead as a door-nail. The parties ,who had to do with 

· them called in an expert's opinion, as they wished to know the best. way to deal with them. It was found 
they had allowed the bananas to be put into a chamber heated. It was some days before the cbnmber 
could be brought to the temperature nerderl. T!Je result was they were over-heated. They we,·e advised,. 
before shipping, to get the charnbe1· down to a certain number of degrees Fahrenheit, and when they did the 
next shipment arrived in splendid order. It had contiuuecl so since, showing that the chamber should be· 
cooled beforehand. , 

170. By the Cltairman.-Are the chambers-cooled at all here? No, I think not. I am not certai:1' 
·whether they commence to play upon them at all' until after the Victorian apples a.i'e put in. 1 don't know. 

171. Would you advise, with your k11owledge, that Government should be asked to guarantee tlw
freight of the apples to Englancl? Yes, certainly, and I will f!ive my reasons. If the Govemment were 
to be able to treat with the mail companies, I think they wimld make better anangements. than exist at 
the present time.· '!.'he-arrangements under which s·pace is now contracted for are detrimental to the trade,. 
because the contractors are content-to accept a contract and pay the same amount for freight in any case, 
nor do they ask any refondmcnt of money or anything of the kind if the fruit goes wrong. There are
several reasons why the Government should take up the contracts. They would not be fette1:ed, and could 
make a much better bargain than the men who now take up the space. They would not. be fettered, and 
should make a much better bargain for the trade, whether with the mail companies or outside steamers. 

172. Would it be essential that they should have a complete system of sampling the fruit before slnp
ment? Most essential. I shou[d never advi~e the Government to accept shipments of fruit sent by growers. 
unless they ·were inspected and samplet1. All fruit should be inspeeted tor the grower's own sake, and for 
the sake of all the trade, and it would be necessary if yon want a man to go to England to push tbe trade •. 
'l'he_ best of buyers will want to get twenty shilling's worth for a I)Otmd, and if you can't assme that you 
11eecl not try to push the trade. 

173. By Capt. Evans.-You told the Chairman t!:at you would be satisfiecl with the inspection of"" 
say on·e case of each kind of apples taken at random. Do yon adhere to that statement? Yes; unless 
the man 11imself who sen,,ds the fruit along is worthy of mqre notice. 

174. Yon mean, some men you wonld trust, and some you would not? Yes; there are men I would 
trust, and whose fruit J would not want to look at at all. I would nor. insult snch a man by examining his
fruit, because J know him to be conscientious ; but where there is one like !Jim there are a dozen of the.· 
others.· 

The Chairman thanked the witness, who withdrew. 

l<REJ?ERICK WILLIA}I JAMES MOORE, called and examined. 

1i5. Bv tlie C'!tairma.11, 11-fr. McWilliams.-"'vVhnt is your uame? Frederiqk William James Moore.-
176. You know the ol~ject of this Committee? Yes; I have read the motion and most of the debate 

u,pon the subject in the House. 
177. You were for some tirr..e Secretary of the Council of Agriculture, were you not'! Yes, for 

four vears. · 
. 178. During that time, or since, you have taken considerable intere·st in the produce trade, have yon 

not? Yes, \tncl prior to that time. 
~ 179·. Have you given the subject of cool stoTage in the Colony seri.ou.s consideration? Yes; not so-•· 

much since ,I was Secretary of the Council of Agricnltme as at that time. 
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180. During.that time did you go into the subject? Yes, very considerably. Perhaps the present 

,cool storage in Hobart is practically the outcome of my action. I collected a lot of information for M1·. 
Pender, and also distributed it broadcast, besides nrrcing butchers, gr'Jwers, an<l farmers to support it. 

181. Do you think it practical and advisable for the Government to establish cool storage-one or 
more depots-in the north and south'! 11or what purpose? 

182. That is what I was asking you? It will depend upon what is the ol~jc~ct of the cool storage. I 
will explain what is in my mind. '.l'he cool ston,ge which the Gov.emment might provide would be for 
-export purposes. [Chairman: .Not iiecessarily.J To my mii1d, yes. Cool storage for local requirements 
should be provided by private enterprise. 1'he Goyernment should provide cool storage for export pnrposes, 
,but would have to be content to pmvide a large expenditure without adequate retum fpr some time. In, say, 
lambs, pork, and butter I believe we could work up a good export trade, but it would take a few yenrs. The 
propo8al I had to do with was to begin by findinO' a carcro oflambs and pork for a vessel, the Thnaru, 11 

sailing ship, that is, beginning as Geelono· started their tr~de. '.l'hey started by freighting- the Ti.marn with 
-a cargo of frozen mutton. Next year they sent again and had to find :i larger vessel. The,v w01•ked along 
-gradually, and now they have large frerzing works. A vessel like the Timm·u would take 15,000 carcases, 
and, of course, that quantity would take a irreat deal of labour in collection, not so much now, perh:ips, as 
when I made the effort, because there ha,; been a considerable increase in the growth of rape and other 
!odder crops, which has e1iabled us to carry on up to the present time this year without any considerable 
importation of meat. At the time l was enquiring as to having this p_lan adopted here I had several inter
views with people acquainted with the trade, and a ver,v loi1g interview with the engineer of the s.s. 

-Goth.ic. l<'rom him I ascertained that if we had had 5000 carcases of lambs they could have taken them 
on ; but to carry on the trade they would like to know at Cape ;rown what quantity of space we want\)d. 
If they were not advised about t'he space required before al'l'ivalthey would be detnined eight hours longer 
here cooling the hold down. He said that ·if we had a few thousand carcases. like that ready the frozen
meat shippers of New Zealand would often be glad in-deed to toke it up. 

183. Did he mean they would buy? They would either buy or would hnve the space filled up hy it so 
as to save charge for unfilled space. 'fhe trade would be for lambs and pork. We mig·ht do other tmde in 
sheep, but not for a year or two. I would like the Committee to understand that they could not get lambs 
.and pork at the present moment. The trade would follow if the outlet were provided. It would be a 
rep~tition of the New Zealand shipping trade. When they started they had only about 10,000,000 sheep 
in New Zealand, now they have 20,000,0(J0, and export two million~ a ~•ear. At that time 100 acres of 
turnips could not be fo~nd on one estate; now you have_ it_ a common thing to find 1000 acres .. As soon 
as an outlet ,vas provided for the sheep the farmers provided fodder for them, aud the same tlnng would 
Jiappen here. . , 

184. Then yon think that as to local production the Government should not interfore? Undoubtedly. 
·Gov~rnment should only foster an export trade, and find new markets for us. . · 

185. Do you notice that we c~port a large quantity of butter in the season at a low price, and during 
-winter import large quantities at liigher prict:s? Yes; but I find the quantity imported has decreased. I 
would rather see it increase if assiRtance were given the people to establish butter factorie:;;. The mere fact 
,that we import and export is not such a terrible thing as people think. As to that, Victoria has imported 
butter from England within the last-few months, but no one would imy on that account they should not 

-export butter. At the time we export butter, we cannot get g·ood prices for it here. ·we ha,,c more 
than we can sell, and it is a question whether it would -pay to store it. If the producers did so they would 
require to be financed for at least four months. Their milk supply has to be paid for, I think, every month, 

,and they have other accounts to settle. This would mean the payrhent of interest to enable them to carry on. 
186. Then, you would not advise that the Government should have to do with bonuses or subsidies, 

-or interfere in any way with the storing of butter, meat, or other produce during· sttmmcr? Well, I don't 
like either bonnses or subsidies, unless to be returned in a certain time. 'l'he Govemmc11t might help a 

·factory to provide cold storage, .. but it would be when it had good secmity. A better plan would be to leml 
money to a certain number of producers if they formed themselves into companies, and let them repay the 

cadvance at a later period. •. 
187. Do you think the Government would be able to get back the loan ? ,v ell, the same thing is 

-done now in the case of local bodies-Loans are .made for waterworks. and other t4ings. I don't see why 
they should not get back the loans. In Queensland they ha vc done a great deal for meat exporting and 
butter exporting under their Meat.Export and Dairy Encouragement Act. 

. 188. Do you know the Canadian system-there they give a bonus· to any company establishing cool 
storage? 1'he difficulty our butter factories labour under is that they started so .. much later than Victoria, 

. at the time when bn tter liad decreased in value to the extent of 20.~. per· cwt. Victoria Imel the ad vantage 
of State assistance for cool storage, but I thiuk they would have done what they have clone without any 

:State assistance at all. . . 
189. You have given some attention to the depal'tment of tbe Coun~il of Agriculture? Yes. 
190. You _have experience of the \Vorking of the Council and of the Act, having been Secretary? 

. T~ .1.es. 
191. Is· the!'c any amendment yon could sug-gest with the view of encouraging local production? 

·Well, I can't suggest much amendment in the Act. . 
· ! 92. Or the constitution of the Council ? No. I believe if you· could secure· au elective council it. 

might be better, but you would liave gI"eat difficulty in ·providing a constituency for it. I think, with 
rega!'d to the Council of Agriculture, that it can do a great deal of good, if provided with s.ufficicnt money, 
and allowed to g-o on without too much interference. . 

, 193. In what di!'ection? To my mind the functions of the Council of Agricultm·e should he to 
investigate and experiment for the aclvantaO'e of the producers of the_ Colony. I don't think the Council 
should trouble themselves about finding m~rketr:1 for producers ; that is a. thing for the agents appointed by 
the Government Departments ; they should act as the medium of distribution. The principal work of 
-,uch a department as the Council should be to have a few skilled ~xperts in different linei:: to inYestigate 
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and expel'iment o'n behalf of the producers. Take the Black Spot in apples, for instance, the worst evil we 
'have in the trade-the Codlin Moth is a mere bagatelle compared to it-yet, at the present time nothing is 
being done in the way of systematic investigation or experiment to check the evil in a11y shape or form. 
When connected with the Council myself I found a difficulty in getting sufficient funds to carry out experi
ments. It seemed 1.o me that unless we could_ say at the end of the year whether the work was ·a success, 
it was looked upon by Parliament and Government as wasting money. It might take many years to pro-
duce results. · 

194. How far would you think it advisable to extend the operations of the Council of A~riculture, 
<!Onstituted as it is, and in what way could we allow them to expend 1po-neys in the experiments made ? 
When there I thought if we had, say .£2000 a year, to spend in such manner as might be thought. desirable, 
we could have. done a great amount of good. With less than that I did not see what good we could <lo. 
That was one reason why I relinquished it, bu: would have continued and struggled on with .£1200 for a 
year or two. 1 

195. Have yon a knowledg-e of the Departments of Agriculture in the other Colonies? Yes. 
196. How do they compare with the 'l'asmauian Council, as far as encouraging local industries '? 

Well, they cover a great deal more ground, and they undertake many things it would be impossible for the, 
Council of Agriculture here to tm<lertake, unless supplied with means to the extent of tens of thousands of 
pounds. That is going a little bit too for. · 

197. Do you think the methods adopted in Victoria and New Zealand have been successful or have 
warranted the outlay ? That is rather a wide question. 

198. I know you have given the matter many years' consideration? Yes, bnt it is a very large 
question. It involves the success or otherwise of all that has -been done with a view to exploitiug markets 
there or elsewhere; 

199. Take results generally. Do you think in Victoria and New Zealand that they have jqstified the 
means, almost of limited State socialism, that have been adopted? Yes; whon a Colony undertakes this 
export: business, it is entitled to look to results. I certainly think Victoria, as our nearest neighbour, has 
done well out of it. . 

200. New Zealand has done much better? I don 'i know that .she has, and I don't think so. New 
Zealand has not gone into it in the same way Victoria has. Victoria has done ,veil with her butter. Man~, 
leading financiers and politicians say that the butter saved Victoria, and, while I am opposed to the bonus 
method, I believe in this case the end justified the means. Still they might have done it in another way, 
although .Victoria has done well in regard to he1· butter industi·y. ln New Zealand, where they should be 
able to produce it, they don't make such good butter ; their cheese is better, in fact, the best. 'l'heir frozen 
meat traJe is not the result of Government action, but is dlte to private enterprise. When you come to realise 
their Department of Agriculture it is perhaps going too far, I think the real function of such a Department 
should be, as I have said, to carry out systematic investigations and experiments with a view-to show pm
ducers how to produce cheaply, and to get over evils that are at present beyond their control. 

201. Would you advocate the establishment of any system of Technical Eclucation for ~gric11lturists? 
Yes, as a beginning, so far as the State is concerned. I am not particularly enamoured of Agricultural 
Colleges. I think some system of Technical Education should be instituted. It should begin by the use 
of a small primer on Agl'ict1lture in State .,.chools, such as that of Blackie ; it might be used as a reading
book. The immediate result might be hal'd to discern, but if it were followed up by practical instruction 
later on, much good would be done. Then, much instmction might be given by many teachers we already 
liave, who might liave classes at night. They might impart lrnowledge to the young men engaged in 
practical farming, which would be of great advantage. 

202. What is yom opinio:i on the subject of expel'imental plots? · Of course they are valuable, but 
the whole subject is so bound up, one thing with the other, that it is difficult to say 1 where to begin. lf 
the Council of Agriculture were .to run on lines that would be best for it, then the two things would dove
tail in. The Council of Agriculture, consisting of twelve members, should have three members interest~d 
in dai1·ying·, three for fruit, three for stock, and three versed in cereal culture. 'l'hc permanent staff of the 
Council should comprise experts in each of the different lines; these experts,-under direction of the m:in 
intimately connected with the lines, would see to the carrying out of certain experiments. The experts· 
would deliver lectures in the different places, and thus stimulate the interest of men in various parts of the 
country. In that way, those young men who had been getting practical instruction at the night-scl!ool 
would be able to gain further and more practical instruction from the experts _and their experiments. Take, 
for instance, the horticultural expert. He . would be experimenting, say, in an orcl!arcl in the Huon 

· district for the cure of black spot. He would, at the same time, while attending to the orchard, explain all 
he was doing, not only to the young· people who might attend, but to the orehardists around. He would 
also gather their views, and get evidence from them as to the evils with which they had to deal, and he 
would show them how to graft, bud, prune, and propagate in the most approved manner, things which many 
orchardists <lo not know how to do. Of course I can't state all the work- a man lik_e tbat would do, for it 
cannot be said how far its inf-luence would extend. It is very difficult to get people to take an interest in 
these things. But I would say let him alone, and let the Council of Agriculture work the system on, ancl 
you would soon have similar results as in America. 'l'here, when the experimenters went out first they 
were laughed at, now, when they go out, they find themselves placed under examination by young farmErs, 
who ·seem to know almost as much about scientific. agriculture as they know themselves. Of course it 
takes time; what I am stating is the result of .12 or 13 years' working. 

203. Then do you think the Council of Agriculture as at present constituted would be enough if it 
had sufficient funds? Yes. You must have sufficient funds, and it should be so extended that it should 
have three members for horticulture, for stock, for dairying, for cereals, and rnn right through in that way. 

• 204. You mentioned an amount? Yes. I thought .£2000 would be enough, that is looking to the 
salaries of the experts -and the general expenses. Of course l <lo not anticipate such charges as railway 
trav\llling, customs duties, and that sort of thing, that run into £200 a year now, and which under my system 
would_ amount to nearer £400. 
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205. Then, if yon liad £2000, although niit the actual money you would require, if it were. there and 

_could he used in the payment of salaries and expenses, it would be sufficient? Yes, that would be 
_suffi\)ient Of course, we should have to get seeds and cuttings also, but that would be sufficient. 

206. Do you think the expenditme of such a sum wouhl aid materially the producing interests? I do. 
You rnnst. not expect a great improvement all at once, but it would aid materially' in the general education 
a,nd improvement of the farmers, and consequently of the farming indu~try. 

207. Do you think it necessary to have a ministerial head of the Department of Agriculture? Not 
for_ this a"lone. · I think undei· that ")'stern it would be enough to wo1·k to any one Minister.- .All _he would 
be wa11ted to do would be, practically, to control expenditure. Of course all expenditure would have to be 
_approved by him, on the advice of the Council. He could be the Minister of any other Department, 
and this would not inte1-fere much witl1 his other duties. If a Council like that were left to itself, as it 
11honld be, it would not cause much work to a Minister. A Council of sensible men might be entrusted to 
recommend the expenditure of that amount of mone.v as well as ,my Minister might b~ exp•lcted to do. 

208. You k11ow the objections t() a n<imi_nee Council ? -Yes. • · · 
·. 209. ·would you think it advisable for Parliament to vote money to a nominee Council not responsible 
for expenditure? I think you know it is possible to nominate a Council like that, which would serve as 
well as an elective one. When you come to elect a Comicil you get some peculiar men. on them, then 
·when you elect a Council you have to bring men from all part& of. the connt1-y. This is not neces5ary 
as far as mere differences in methods of cultivation a1·e concemed, say as regards a ton of potatoes grown 
here or on the N 01th ·west Coast. In Sout.!1 Australia, where they have a very excellent Council, or 
-13ureau of Agriculture; it is ·not so. There they have fortnightly meetings of the Bureau, and_ I don't 
.know of any country where them is so much ~rood work being clone. They -have a large. number of. 
Boards meeting regularly all over the country, and they are quite i::atisfied that the Council should be 
formed from men living close to th'e city, men who ai·e always on hand and· always in touch with each 
.other. Where you have to bring the members from all parts of the country, you will find when yon call a 
meeting that the very member you wanted most particularly to see present was unabl'e to come, or could 
not sparn tl,e time· to come such a distance: owing to thi:!:, I have thought often it would be better to have 
a few n~en living within, say, ten miles of the city.' Two members of our Council from the North ·west 
Coast always said men near Hobart would do, but they seemed to think the people were not satisfied with 
it; I don't know why they should not be so. 
. 210. Then, prn~tically, you think it is not possible for the Government or· Pal'liament to materially 
aid the producing interests outside the direction mentioned? Oh, yes. I don't want you to understand 
that I thin\~ th.at is all the Government should do, .although it is one of the first things with the idea that 
it is to materially improve the produce of the formers. 'l'o do that you-must add to bis- knowledge-show 
h}m 1\0W !o combat vario1~s .pests, and how, by better cultivation, he should be able to [!.dcl to his output. 
lake the item of rape for rnstance: you heard me say that we showed how they could by that produce more 
stock. They have produced more rape, with the result stated. I· take credit for the Council for getting 
that understood. I al ways circulated information about this -when SecJ"etary. . I published several little 
hooks about 1:ape and about the way of feeding· it to stock five or six years ago ; at that time not more , 
tlian half a dozen farniers grew rape to any extent ; l know that this year there ·are. at least a dozen 
grm_ving it within lO or 20 miles of Hobart, and more are going into it. There is anot!ier very important 
worK fol' the Governmf'nt to do, and that is to have a thoroughly good agent or ag-ents m the markets of 
the world, take Great Britain for instance. That is a point which was folly and frequently recommended 
Jo :i\Ir. Henry when he was Treasurer ~everal years ago. · 

211. And wlrnt do you advise in that direction?. ·well, I have written down a few remarks on that 
qnes~ion, which I will read. Tliis Colony is very ,,·ell situated for manufactures, and there is a good deal 
to he done in that direction :- , . · · 

"\V c want to distribute our products nncl manufactures upon a basis of mutual exchange with the 
people of far off lands. Great Brirain is the market we have most to expect from, but there are British 
Dependencies, such as India, Canada, and Africa, which can trike a great deal from us. What we ought 
t.o do, is to introduce these products and manufoctm·es to the notice of the buyers and. consumer:1 of these 

. countries, and to do that. we need a good agent, properly informed,-a real live man with a de.termination 
to push the ~oods sent from the Colony in the riO'ht quarters. It is impossible for us to tell him where to 
go or to_dfreet him from here; he must decide tl~at for-himself, and he must not be afraid to take responsi
bilit)'. upon his shoulders. Nor should iw be interfered with by anyone who is not tlJoroughly conversant 
and m sympathy with his movements. A local commercial traveller may be able to send orders to his firm 
:vithin _a few days from sta1-tin~ out on his trip; it often takes six, te~1, or tw~lve months befill'e seed so~vn 
m foreign fields can bear frmtful orders. A careful buyer uee<ls m:format1011, asks for full data, which 
necessarily involves considerable time arid correspondence. It is therefore necessary to -send out proper 
data in advance of orders; this is sorely needed in reITard to om timbers. w· e must study the interest of 
the real and actual buyer thous_ands of miles away ; l~is money pays th~ bill, and it is to our interest to 
please him. He wants 1.0 know on the spot what a giv:en article will cost. If the information is to be 
g·ained only through col'!'espundence, months, perhaps iears, are necessary ; in the meantime, a _man in the 
field with samples and definite prices waits on him and secures the order. We want to familiarise such 
buyers with our goods and brands; we •must send them good goods at a moderate pl'<;>fit, and make up in 
volume what ,ve lose in margin ; in a fow words, apply the same principles -generally followed in local 
trade to export tmde, and treat with the real 'foreiO'n' buver in his own land. · . · · 
· · "The Hon. Claudci l\'feeker, American Cons:t at Bradford, England, reporting- to his Gov_ernment, 
~aid :-' Hith_erto large wholesale importing firms in London or Liverpool liave generally been solicited 
to take agencies for American specialties in manufactm·es or in certain products. The older and wealthier 
these firms, the more conservative they have been. Opemting on recognised -lines, they have hes_itated to 
take up new commodities and have been slow i11 pushin,.; them when they did .. For this reason many 
an enterprising American firm has found itself with very r~spectable agents in England, but without t1:ade. 
Recently some United State,;; houses have discarded tl1is ofd-timc method, haye sent over their own agents 
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·and their own travellers, aml called upon large retailers, directly soliciting i!Iiport orders. If the result has 
been as beneficial in_ other parts of England as it has. been in Bradford, such firms have reaped a rich 
harvest and have inaugurated a business that will continually gTow.' Going into details, Mr. Meeker shows : 
that such articles. as brass valves, files, shears, &c. are being imported from America to Bradford, and 
competing with S.he:ffieldand Wanington houses, the ol'Clers for American :files running to 1000 doz:, where 
200 doz. is considered a lmge order for an English house.'' 

That shows. what can be done by actually placing these things befol'e people. A great deal could be 
clone in Great Britain if we had a good .agent to introduce our produce. Take timber, a11d see what 
,vestern Australia has .done with her timber trrrde. One reason is, that a powerful syndicate operates in 
VVes_tern Australian ti11lher, which takes ea.re to place it before the people. Tasmanian rim ber is not_ put 
before the people, who are ·buyers, in the way that it should be. 

212. 'l'hen you would_advocate a commercial Agent-General? Yes, and that the agent should be kept 
supplied with the latest information, and if he wanted £100 or £500 wol'th _of goods as samples they 
should be provided by Government. I see a way to open up trade. Take the timber industry: here again 
our saw-millers are not in a position to send away £500 worth of samples and practically to giv,e them 
away, which they would have to do: If we had a good man in England looking out for orders, and with 
plenty-of samples to show, he would get the orders and would do good in other ways; such a man would g.et 
us large orders, and every order he got would be an advertisement. 

213. Do yon.think such an agent conic! materially increase the export of Tas:nanian products? I do_. 
I believe not only in products at the present time sent, but in others which ,are not known at all, and which 
we·don't know whether wanted or not. If we had a man who would advise us as to what he saw, and 
what wa8 required that we could produce, it would do good. 

Committee adjoumed until next clay at 2·30. 

THUilSDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 1897. 

FREDERICK WILLiAM JAMES MOORE, called and furtliei· examined. 

214. By tlte Chairman.-Dming the time you were Secretary of the Council of AgTicnlture, had you 
taken any action in regard to the matter of the export of fruit. Yes, on several occasions. . ·. 

215. What led up to that action? Simply because there was very general dissatisfaction at the. way 
in which the fruit was being carried to England, aild with the object of trying to bring about an improve
ment. vVe held several conferences, and entered into correspondence with various firms. 

216. VVhat was the result of your action? The result, to .begin with, ,~as to despatch Mr. '\V m, 
Shoobridge to Sydney to make an effort in conjnnction with' the Department of Agriculture in Sydney to 
carry out a series of experiment,:: in regard to frt1it shipments. These were carried out by Messrs. Hudson 
Bros., and the resnlt was very satisfactory. The first experiments were earried out on lines sugg-estecl by 
Mr. Shoobridge. At a later period Messrs. Hudson Bros. kept fruit for fonr months in their cool storage, 
and tumed it out. in first-class condition. We next tried to get a _vessel fitted up on that principle, but 
could not succeed, as the Council of Agricultme had not the money, and Government would not pa;r 
iliec~t. · 

217, 'iVhat was the name of that system? I don't know that it had a name, hut it was described in 
the Council of Agriculture Journals. , . 

218. B:i;' Captain Ecans.-That was the ammonia principle, was it not? Yes. They had a roon1 
something like this, which was insulated and made air-tight. · -There was a small box outside the room 
nearly the same height and about a foot square; there was a coil filled with brine, cooled· by an ammonia 
machine. The air passed ·over the coil, enterino- the room at the bottom, and was drawn off at the snrfac::i 
by means of a fan. It was a simple process, agd all the machinery was provided at a cost of about £30C•; 
When we enquired of Lund's Line, howeyer, as to \vhat it would cost to fit up a boat, they said it would 
cost from £2500 to £3000 to insulate the boat. The boat had no insulation at all, nor any coolin 5 
machinery.. If we had been able to start with an insulated hold, the machinery would not have been 
expensive. So far as ,,,e were able to judge, we were of opinion that it would be a very effective system. 

219. Have you any idea.as to what the cost would be to make an experiment in a vessel which had 
an insulated ·hold and appliances? I can't say, but it would be nominal if she had the fans and machi?e1x 
011 board. It does not follow that you must have the box coolecl by any particular process, so that 1t 1s 
provided that colrl air goes in. . . 

. 220. \Vas there any proposition. made to companies havi110- vessels with insulated holds? Yes, a 
proposition was made to the mail companies, but they said they ~onld not make experiments at that time, 
It was a Sj'Stem- somewhat like that adopted in some lines afterwards ancl'carried out in some of the Aberde~n 
boats, but the cold air went in in a different wa_v, being driven in through the shoot, and then draw~ off by 
means of a fan. There was not so nrnch care taken with the temperature as at Hudson Bros. At then· store 
they could regulate.the-matter much better. So far. as my observation is concemed, I am of opinion that 
the Aust1·alasian, the last of three boats of the Aberdeen' line that went from hers, and which landed l:er 
fruit in first-class condition, was fitted with something like it. Her fruit was the record cargo landed in 
London.. Unfortunately the ship was late, and owing to her late arrival the fruit brought low prices. 

221. Her fruit was in good conditiom? In a superior condition to any landed yet. · 
222. VV hat process was at work?, As nearly as possible that process,-the cool air being sent in, end 

then d1mvn off by a fan. 'l.'here were three boats of this line, the Ther1nopylce, the Aberdeen, and the 
.1iustmlasian. All three of these boats went home by the Cape. 'l'he Thermopylce's insulation ·was not so 
good as the others, antl there was not any fan for drawing off the cold air. The captain said after the 
cargo was prit in, that he could see what was reqµired, and he said when he arrived at Melbourne he wc,ulcl 
see the captain of the Aberdeen and tell' him what was required. When the Ab(;?'cleen came she had a fan 
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provided for carrying off die aii- from the hold and better insulation, but unfortunately for us the vessel 
-met with bad weather _between Albany and the Cape. She had her deck-houses smashed, and I think the 
fan was washed away. Her cargo was only a partial success. The T!tm·1l}OJJlJlce was a complete failure .. 
As the result of these two conversations with the captain and engineer, when the Austmlasian came along
her hold was thoroughly insulated, the same as for carrying meat. It was different from the other two• 
insulations. The Abm·deen was better than the Tlw1·mopylm, but the insulation of the Aust.rala.~ian was
put in as for frozen meat. The hold was superior, and the fan was worked the whole way. The engineer 
liacl held a position in one of the mail boats, and he assured me there was nothing more absolutely certain 
than that the fruit would get home in ·good condition. It was unfortunate that the vessel did not g·et in in 
time. The next year circumstances prevented our getting the boats, chiefly through the action of the mail 
companies in reducing· the freight. They held 01;1t Jl rnbate of 3d. per case to all .shipping by the mail boats 
only. 'l'hat. entirely prevented us from getting the boats in again. . . _ · 

223. Are you of opinion tbt had the system been continued similar to that in the Australasia:n, that the· 
fruit would have been carried in good condition? I am. There would have been an improvement i11 it 
both in the machinery and the cool chamber. It is not for me to say that it could be improved on, because· 
I am, not an engineer or an expert. I think that,irnprovement would follow if the boats could be induced to
go direct from Hobart. W'ith such.a -perishable article as fruit, the boats should go direct to London from 
here, either ?.:ia the Cape or through the Canal ; as it is, the boats are hanging about the Colonies for from 
ten days to a fortnight, and very probably the damage· is done before they clear Australia. . 

224. Was any application made by the Council of Agriculture asking- the Government to continue the 
experiment? The Government were asked to guarantee the freight, but they refused to do so. 

225. If Government were asked to guarantee the freight no,v, would you recommend that the frnit 
should be sent by the mail qompanies boats or renew some such service as that J:iy the Aberdeen White 
Star -line? That is a difficult question, and my answer will be governed partly by my answer to the 
previous questions. I would not advise dealing with the mail companies. It is impossible for us to get the 
mail companies to take the fruit straight away f'rom here ; they would have to go to the other Colonies in 
order to carry out their m1til contracts, and must make at least two more calls. With other boats, my belief· 
is we would sooner get a solution· of the difficulty. There is another reason : some of the mail-boats take a 
great deal of care with fruit, while others do not. The very fact that they carry some cargoes home well 
shows that all could be carried well if the same care were taken. The first consideration with the mail
_ boats is to keep contract time with the mails, and they must use their steam to make the l;JOats go- through 
the water, when, perhaps, it should be used on the refrigerating apparatus. Mails and passengers are the 
first consideration, the last is the·cargo. One or two of the Port line of boats landed their cargo in good 
condition, and I can't see why they should not, if the holds are properly insulatecl, and a fan is used to
draw off the foul air. These boats would be quite as regular as the mail-boats, but we could not expect it 
unless we arranged with one or two or three lines to get the fruit right away from here. 

· 226. If Governn1ent were to gimrantee the freights, and enter into contracts for the caniage of the 
fruit, wou!d there l~e any difficulty in getting a good line of boats to make Hobart their last "port of call"? 
I <lon't tlnnk so. · - · 

227. About what rate of freight did thr.y pay in the Aberdeen line? I think it was 3s. 9d. per case. 
228. That is less than is paid now? At present it is 4s.,-in fact the charge is 4s. 3d. a case, but the 

shippers get a rebate of 3d. per case by tl1e mail-boats if they ship entirely by the mail-boats. After that 
trial of the Aberdeen line I had offers from another line, and on puttin~ it to certain people as to 
guaranteeing the freight, I was met w·ith this answer:-" _I have money here to gnamntee the freight, but 
if I do )t I will fol'feit 30,000 threepimces, as I have shipped 30,000 cases in mail-boats, therefore I don't 
feel inclined to guarantee the freight on outside boats." 

229. 'l'hat would not obtain, would it, if the.arrangement was inac;le in the beginning of the season? 
I fear there arc not enough bouts to take the fruit home. ·. 

230. Would there not be, if tbe Government would g;uarantee freight? That would be a different 
thing altogether. If the Government made the guarantee the boats would run in accordance with the 
Government warrants. . , , 

231. Would you recommend the Government to enter into such a guarantee? U ndoubteclly, and until 
that is clone we shall not have much improvement . 

. 232. If that were done would it be necessal'y to have some i,;ystem of examination of the apples before 
~hipment? Most decidedly; although I think the bulk of the fruit that g·oes home, one year with another, 
1s good fruit. · 

233. But ae a matter of protection? Yes. I tliink the Government should guarantee the freight, 
and until we gei that, and those boats to go straight from here, we shall have no improvement. Only on 
that condition would I recommend it. Until vou get the boats to go straight home you will· never have 
th~ trade on a sound footing. · 

234. Have yon gi".en any consideration to the mode of conveyance of fruit to Hobart·? Yes ; on the 
whole the mode of conveyance is good. On the milway th~re may be a little damage clone, not because of 
any carelessness, but because the railway is the worst way of carl'ying fruit. A11 the stoppages, shunting,· 
and so forth means knocking the fruit about very much. All fruit corning b:y )vater is carefully handled up 
to the time it go<.'s on board the boats. , 

235. It has been stated in the Victorian Legislature, and also I think by the :Minister of Agriculture, 
that nearly all Tasmanian fruit is wetted, and is in bad condition before it is put on the steamers : is that 
the case? I don't think so. · 

236. Is it usual to carry fruit on deck? Yes, it is frequently carried 011 deck. 
237. In an ordinary trip, then, would it not be almost certain that the fruit w~mlcl get wet? I have 

never seen it, except in one instance. . 
. 238. I speak of a sailing· ketch? Oh, I have never seen it on a ketch. 
239. And if wetted in the ketches what would be the result? , 'l'he fruit would not benefit by it, but 

it would not do so much liarm ; it miglit cause heating in the hold afterwards if the temperatur~ were not 
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kept down. When I' say it would rnt do much harm, I have seen from 200 to 300 cases stacked up 
against a man's house in the H non district for three or four months, exposed to -all sorts of weather till the 
cases were black; the apples l1ave been covered ·with moistme, but remained sound and crisp. In the 
ship's hold, if the temperature were allowed to rise it might lead to, extraordinary heating. 

240. If the paper packing were wetted, what would be the effect? It is all a question of allowing the 
temperatul'e to rise; on the other hand it would be fatal to employ .too much cold, as it would cause 
freezing around every apple. I think there is too mnch made of it. Whilst I have not, travelled up or 
down in the ketches, I have seen very lal'cre quantities of the fruit on the wharves, and I have _very seldom 

' seen tlie fruit wet. 
0 

· 

241. It was stated in Parliameilt here during a recent debate that a considerable quantity of the fruit 
sent to England was saturated with water before shipment: has that been your experience? It has very 
rarely occurred in my experience; I can say that with. certainty. 

242. Then, you would recommend the Government to enter into anangements with a line of boats to 
. sail direct from Hobart, and the Government to guarantee the freight? Yes, and if they do not do that 
you will not get the trade. Arrangements should also be made for a regular and certain delivery-I mean 
a regular delivery in regard to qnant1ties. If you get one boat in one week, say with 9000 cases, ancl in 
another week one with '20,000 cases, the effect on the market is- bad. That is what we get with the mail
boats. · Being one day before or one day over time is not so bad as large and inegular quantities. 

243. What do you recommend ~s to dealing with the fruit on anival in England,-wl1at steps would 
you be prepared to suggest? I don't know that I coi1ld give any advice on that. Anything I could say 
·would be a mere expression of opinion. I know very little about the conditions on the other side. 
. 244. Do you think it necessary to have an agent in England to deal with onr apples and other 
prncluce? I think it is necessary to have a corn mercial agent in England, but I don't know that I would 
entmst him with the sale of the fruit. 

245. I don't mean the sale, but to look after om· interests generally, und to open new markets? Yes, 
on the same principle that the Danish Government employed special men to put t~eir butter trade 011 a 
firm basis. That was a success in their case, and I don't see ,vhy it should not be the case here. 

246. By Capt. Evans.-Although you can't give an opinion as to the handling of fruit in London, do 
you think it would be ·feasible or good, say on the arrival of 2IJ,000 cases, do you think it would be 
practicable to have the fruit repacked, and that it would be to the advantage of the consignee? \V" ell, I would 
think so in some cases. It would largely depend 011 the quantity of fruit that went home, and the quantity 
damaged. Ori one occasion ·Mr. Bartram, senior partner of J. Bartram & Son, of Melbourne, who are 
large shippers of produce, was in London when the fruit arrived, and he told me that he went down 
to see it, and he saw a man with a tomahawk lifting off the lids of the cases. This man stated that much 
-0f the fruit was bad; and would not fetch within 5s. a case of its value, owing to some bad fruit. 1\'Ir. 
Bartram said there were a few apples spotted with mildew, and he believed he could have had them 
repacked for an expenditure of about 4d. per case, and thus h<1.ve saved the fs. He took some of the apples 
which the man said would be bad in a ,yeek, and he kept them for six weeks, and they were perfectly sound 
all the time. What I understand you is, as to whether the fruit could bf gone through before being handed 
to the brokers. That could- be clone if you could rent a store for a few months in the year, but then it might 
be a mile away, and extra handling would be expensive. It is all a matter of handling and carriage. We 
might do it here, but even here we could not al ways get a store handy. ' · 

247. Do you think, as a business man, that there is a possible chance of having the fruit repacked,-! 
· mean having to repack the whole 20,000 cases. Do you think it would be advisable to have that fruit 

repacked with the chance of another cargo coming immediately on top of it, instead of having it sold on 
arrival on its merits ? Do I understand you, that all shipments should be repacked ? 

248. No. I mean if a cargo arrived in.had order, would it be advisable to have it repacked rat.her 
than sell it on its merits ? Yes, if practicable, I would have it repacked, if it could be done without too 
much expense. It might be too expensive, and then it would be better to sell at once. The difficulty we 
are under is this, that we can't tell, till it arrives, whether the fruit is in good or bad condition, If we 
had an agent in England he would see all this at once, and, knowing the state of the fruit and the state of 
the market, he would be able to decide whether it was wiser to repack or to sell at once. He ,rnuld also 
be in a position to knuw whether the ship was responsible for the damage to .the fruit, and if so, would at 
once make a claim on behalf of the Government. Under existino- conditions, and in such circumstances, 
we don't know· what ·to do. We may get advice from one and the° other, but we never seem to know what 
causes the damage. 

249. You said that l\fr. v.V. E. Shoobridge was sent to Sydney in reference to an expe:iment made 
by Messrs. Hudson Brothers. Have you ever heard or known uf that system having been tned on boarcl 
ship? No. _ 

- 250. You told the Chairman that the A'ustralasian had carried fruit in good order, and that you had 
a chat with the man in charo-e. Did you not find a difference in the management of that machinery and 
the insulation? Did you nit see any.marked difference where the captain had more to Eay in the matter 
than the engineer? 'Yes, in the case of the Tliermopyl(l], the captain had much more to sa! in the matter, 
the engineer did not take mnch interest. In the Australasian both the captain and the engmeer were very 
much interested. The Tlte1'1nopyl(l3 carried the fruit home iu bad condition, but the Aberdeen was a partial 
failure, owing to bad weather, I think. In the case of the Australasian, the engineer seemed io understand 
the whole thincr, and he had not the s]io·htest doubt about success. \Ve heard when the ship was here that 
the Tlwrmozryl(l] had arrived with her fi'uit in bad order, but the engineer of the Australasian said ". there 
is no fear about this vessel, we will carry our fruit every time in good order." This man_ l~ad been m the 
mail boats, and he knew their principle was not riO'ht. The Australasian did carry her frmt m good order; 
it was the best cargo ever landed in London. 

0 

• 

251.. B_y Mr. Bfrd;-What was tbe method-insulation? Yes, the hold was thorough!y msula_ted. 
It had been insulated for meat. I think, too, there was something in the shape of the hold: 1t .was nght 
in the fore part of the ship, and much narrower at the bottom. There was a passage along the bottom of 
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The hold was thoroughly insulated, and there was an that hold through which the air was to be drawn. 

effective fan driven by an engine. 
252. Was that the only boat which, when· it hacl the cold air introduced, had a fan to draw it off? 

No, the Aberdeen had a fan ·also, but she met with very bad weather between Albany and the Cape, and 
one or two of her deck-houses and the fan were swopt away. · 

253. Do the P. & 0. and the O.rient boats not use fans? No, not to my knowledge. 
25!. And the Au:~t·rala.~ian, that had the fan, carried her fruit best? Yes. I believe the lVarmainbool 

also carried her fruit we11. She was at the wharf at the same time as the Australa.~ian. I doubt whether 
she was insulated then.· Her people were on board the Austmlasi'.an, and saw what was being done, and I 
heard that when the TVarrnanibool got to Melbourne her hold was fitted up in a similar way to the 
Aust·ralasian. I believe that fruit arrived in good condition, but I am not sure. It went tQ Manchester. 
'1.'hcre were several sorts of apples on board, the softer sorts of fruit which it is not usual to send. 

255. By Captain Evans.-From your remark just now you seem to be of opinion that where the 
engineer seemed to take an imerest in the matter, and had the .sole charge, the beE=t results accrued there
from? Undoubtedly. In the Austmla.~ian the engineer was a man without any frill ; there wns nothing 
of the swagger about him, but he took a real practical interest in it. The AbeNleen'.s engineer also was a 
good man. · 

256. In reply to the Chairman you said it was possible to get outside steamers if the Government 
were to contract with them. Arc you aware how many companies there are available for contracting with 
Government should they desii-e to contract 1 I can't ·say for certain, but there are at least two. It would 
require either two or three companies to get the service. Two lines could give a ten days' service. I don't 
know so much about the Port and the Gulf lines as I do about the Aberdeen and the Lund. If four lines 
were to contraet we might get a weekly service, and we could get them to run direct, hut they would not 
do it unless they could get enough fruit. · . . 

257. If the Government could be successful in contracting with outside boats, is it possible that the 
mail companies would have sufficient interest to come in and run more fruit, and so ghit the market, so a~ 
to be more disadvantageous to shippers? It is quite possible. The mail companies will not give up the 
fruit trade without a strnggle, and we must look for a good deal of trouble. 

258. If the Government were to guarantee the freight by any particul_!lr line of boats, "·ottlcl 
any effect on competition if one line or more ?-do yon think that then the growers would be able 
the mail companies sufficient fruit? That is practically in the hands of the London brokers. 

it have 
to give 
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brokers would guarantee the freight, that competition would come. · · 
259. If the London .brokers came along with the mail boats, and snppose they. were to say, "Now, 

shippers, you are disappointed, yon have lost your best cake, we will guarantee the freight, and we will 
·give 2s. or 2s. 6d. per case, besides the freight, to the growers," would you not have a hard state 6f things? 
Oh! yes, that is the difficulty we had with the Aberdeen boats that yem·. We could not ge_t an open 
guarantee for them. The only thing is, that if the· Government only guaranteed the freight the brokers 
might not step in. If the fruit• was g·oing el_sewhere, then they wonld, but if the fruit was going to them 
by contract they would not. The point is, that when we come to deal with these things there are men on 
the other side who are making a few thousands a year oat of it, and they would not give up without a 
struggle. 

260. You know something about the mail companies, and you know they mnst stndy con!r~ct timl.\ 
and the passengers before they study the cargo they carry? Decidedly; they must keep contract tune, and 
look after the passengers. Cargo is the .last consideration. - · · 

261. You could not get those boats to come here, and then go to London direct? Oh, no; and until 
that is done we cannot have the trade in any but an unsatisfactory condition. It is a perishable trade, yet 
the boats are hanging about the Australian Colonies for weeks . 

. · 262. Suppose, then, this Committee prevail on the Government, or show the necessity for guaranteeing 
the freight for the shippers and growers, especially the growers, in what way cQultl the Government 
guarantee freight to the growers? T think the Government should mnke the contracts with the steam
ships on behalf of the growers, so .that a grower could get whatever space he wanted. He would make 
his application for space through the Department of Agriculture. When he got his space he should then 
be free to make arrangements .with any agent to ship his fruit. It would be for him simply to hand over 
to the agent the space certificate from the Government. If miy arrangement were made by which the 
space would be left in the hands of two or three people, then the grower wouhl have to ship his fruit in. 
any way the spaceholdcrs wanted him to do it. 

263. By J11r. Bird.-Then would not the Government want some guarantee from the grower as to 
supplying fruit? Yes, the grower would gnarantee to send the fruit to the Government. '1.'he Government 
might be secured both by the agent and the grower. There would be no difficulty about it; it·is the way 
in whic.h the butter trade is carried on from Victoria to London. There is no reason, why the fruit should 
not be sent in the same way here; over there the Government contracted fo1; space for the butter, and the 
large dairyman took his space from the Govemment, named his agent, and they enLered into a bond to fill 
the space. 

264. Ry Captain E1,ans.-That is all right so for as the space is concerned ; but as to financing, suppose 
the Treasurer of the day says, "I will pay the freight on the shipment," and two or three small growers 
don't send their fruit to the Government, how is he to be reimbursed; or if the fruit, say from five people, 
arrives in bad order, and they can't close in, how are you to get over that difficulty? · The Treasurer 
w~nld have a bond from the agent and the grower: they would give a bond to find the fruit and pay the 
freight. 

265. W?uld that agent pay the freight? Yes. Suppose my firm entered i11to the business as agents· 
for John Smith and John Brown, and we enter~d into a bond, the Govemment know Moore & Co. as 
agents, and they ask. us to sign a guarantee to pay the freight. The Govemment would look to ns to pay 
the freight in the first instance. Having signed the bond, if we don't pay it our credit suffers at once. If 
the growers did not pay us we would not take their business again_. 
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206. Are there agents in Hobart who would undertake that responsibility? vVe would take it under 

-the conditions I have mentioned, but under present arrangements we would not undertake it,-we would 
not touch the trade at all. It was suggested to me by my partner to buy fruit and send it home, but I 
have set my face against it till I know more about it on the other side. In regard to shipping fruit, we 
would,ship on commission us forwarding agents, provided we could get the space, hut we kuow that in the 
-case of the mail companies it is no Lise applying, as all the space is taken by tlnee firms, and we would 
have to take it up through them. If the Government took up the space for 'the oTower we would ship for 

, . him if he wished it, or if he appointed' us a~ents then the Government would 1tok to us as agents first. 
lf we found, from default of the grower, that we made a loss in one vea1·, we would not do business for that 
man in another year. " 

267. But there would not be much risk would there, if Government paid the freio·ht in the first 
instance?- I don't think there would be anv risk at all. . " 

268. The Treasurer might want a co.:'operative company, what then? I don't think the growers 
would ever agree to such a company._ I would like to point out that, in this matter, it would be impossible 
for the Government to de,al with 2UO'or 300 growers. 'l'he Government would want the business con
centrated, and it would practically be concentrated in the hands of ten or twelve agents, and the agents 
would do it. The difficulty at the present time is that two large firms in the place have got the whole of 
the space under contract with the mail companies for two or three years. They take the space, and, the· 
:g,owers are compelled to ship through them, and to whomsoever they may direct. I want to leave the 
grower free to choose his own agent here, and his own man to ship to at the other encl. A Govemment 
g·uarantee of freight would afford the grower that freedom, and there wonld be no chance of the Govern
ment being let in, for the Government would have a say as to the agents. When a grower applied for his 
space he would name bis agent, but the Government would not be bound to acc,ept that ngent. They 
could l'efose if thev chose. 

269. _What would prevent an agent in Hobart applying to the Govemment for perhaps tlll'ee parts of 
· the space which they had available? They could not do it if they took it from the growers. A man could 

-only do that by getting a lot of growers together and inducing them to name him as agent. If seventy 
growers were to name me as their agent, and I sent all the fruit, it would make no difference so long as the. 
applications for space should come to the Government direct fro•m the grnwers, each 11aming his agent. At 
the time we were getting fruit for the Tlwnnopylce we had a fo1·m-which can be obtained no\V from the 
·Council of Agriculture, and it is identical with that used in Victoria-on which a man applied for -his 
·space,' and named his agent, and then they signed a guarantee for the freight. 

270. Then, you practically shut out all shippers who are not growers? I shut them out to this 
extent, that ·if the whole of the space is taken up by the growers the agents don't get a show, that is, the 
man-who speculates in space on his own account.. If all the space is not taken up by growers then there 
is no objection. Suppose the steamer is not filled up, the Government could allot the unoccupied space 
,amongst the agents who want to take it up. I emphasise this point about the growers, because there wonld 
be prar:tically no necessity for the Governme11t to step in and guarantee freight for the agents; they wonld 
take it up themselves ; they do now. If the Government desire to assist the industry they may as well 
cover as large a number.of people as they possibly can. 

271. From your experience, and from what you have seen and heard, are yon in favour of an_ experi.,. 
mental shipment simply to ascertain whether the fan system can be driven by electricity? I am in favom 
of any reasonable experiments being made, but if you asked me if I-would find fruit for it in quantity I 
would say no. I can'.t say it is no good, because I know. nothing about it. . If a grower, I might not rniml 
sending 10 or 20 cases, but I would not put a lot in it. I should not be ;,urpr:secf if the fruit were canied 
home in tine condition without insulation or cold air, but I would rather, for my own sake, have_ the 
temperature of the hold k_ept down by cold air, with a fan worked to draw it off. · 

272. If you could get an experimental shipment, say at 2s. 6d. per case at the outside, would it not he 
worth the risk? Yes, that is why I say I would help ~he experiment. I would not mind finding 10 or 20 
cases. 

273. By lib·. Bradley.-Do you recollect the year wlrnn a lot ·of fruit was sent to London in Baltic 
pine cases ? Yes. , 

274. Were they regardeil a.~ successful or otherwise? I really could not say to· ,Ylrnt extent, I know 
the conclusion I came to was that soft wood was unsuitable and no improvement on our own cases. I can't 
say whether the fruit was better or worse than iu our own. I have seen several reports from Covent. 
Garden tlrnt our case is a suitn ble one. 

275. Cases of stringy-bark ~r swamp gum yoil'heard were the best? Yes, stringy-bark. I think 
everv case should have a centre in it. 

·276. By Captain Evans,--:--What is your idea as to making any alteration in the standard case for. 
apples? I don't see any necessity for it. There has been considel'able correspondence in the papers about 
cases. There is a desire on the part of some people to have the law aitered, and to have a particular square 
case made the standard case by Act of Parliament. All I can say is that I think Parliament would be going 
beyond its province to do more than they have done. All Parliament ought to do is to say that a fruit 
case shall be of so many cubic inches capacity, or that it should hold a certain weight. It would be wrong 
to define what shape a case shall be. You should have a certain number of cubic inches capacity, but it is 
absurd to expect that Parliament should legislate as to what shape the vessel is to be. 

277. Would you be prepared as an agent to undertake the agency .for any outside line of steamer;; ? 
Yes, decidedly. . 

278. What is your opinion, as an experienced man, as to the failure of the trade to London at the 
present time? I tl1ink th~ whole _thin[5 i~ su~med up in a few words-first, t~rn bo~ts that car'.·y _the fruit 
home have not got the fnut as then· prmc1pal rnterest '; secondly, that t.he· boats 111 wluch the fnut, 1s taken 
hang about the Colonies for ten days or a fortnight before they get away from Australian waters. I would 

- emphasise this point-If we are to have the fruit waiting about in Australian waters for ten days, it would 
be better to leave it on the trees for that time. · We have to pick it now before it is matured, to meet the 



(No. 50.) 

20 
boats. ·we wonld,<lo better with the fruit by leaving it hanging on the trees than lying in the hold of the 
ship. vVe read now· that Victorian and Adelaide fruit brings better prices and is better fancied at home 
than Tasmanian. To begin with, they are earlier than we are, -and their fruit is nearer maturity when 
picked and ship peel; then they get quicker d<.'spatch than we do, and get· their fruit in on the top of ours. 
,ve find that the greatest damage which occms is to fruit at the bottom of the hold. Then we have no 
knowledge that the holds are ever cooled until the last fruit goes in at Adelaide. I know, for an absolute 
fact, that vessels which carry meat never think of putting meat into the chamber until the holds are cooled 
down-. I don't know whether the mail boats do that for our fruit. I know that when the Aberdeen ancl 
Australasian were taking in fruit here, the hold was cooled down before the fruit was pnt in. 

279. In talking of tile butter question, and in reply to the Chairman, yon said you were in favour of 
cool stomge being supplied by Government for export purposes, but not for home consurnplion-that 
should be left to private ent_erprise? Ye_s. , 

280. The difficulty would be in financing. The Chairman put the question-" Would it npt be pos
sible to store butter till the winter came. in, when we get better pricr.s?" Is there 110 way of financing 
that by agents in the towns, who might willingly take the butter instead of sending it home? I know 
there are agents who would do so if the butter were placed in cool storage, and I may:say that when I was 
at the Couneil of Agriculture I applied to the. Hqn. Wm. Crosby, as a capitalist, and asked if he would 
undertake it. He told me that he would be perfectly willing to go into it if he could see that the butter 
companies would provide ,mfficient bntter, then he would finance over it. Of co~il'se if the Government 
were to do that they would want a central depot, and if they tried it at Hobart the people would imme
diately want one at Launceston and another at Devonport and otherJplaces. It would be out of all reason 
to expect Govemment to have, say, three depots. 1f they had one they would have all the expense of 
bringing- the butter to it or whe·rever wanted and taking it a way again, and that v;,ould all add to the cost 
of it. There is a ve)'y small profit on butter, and if that were eaten up in any way it would make a great 
cliflerence to the trade. \,Ve Gannot do better. with butter than export it when we have plenty, even if we 
Jiave to import it again in the winter. A very small difference in the price of butter would make a 
difference in the price of milk, and so soon as it falls below 2½d. per gallon then the suppliers do not care 
to have anything to dq with it. 

281. I understand you went recently tl1rough Adelaide and ·western Australia. \,Vhat is your opinion 
as to the possible chances of opening a market for onr fruits in those colonies'! I don't think there is much 
chance. You cannot get them into South Australia because the duties ai·e so high. When in .,Vest 
Australia I made all the enquiries I could with a view to doing more business if possible. l was one day 
at lunch with the Acting Premier, the Commissioner of Railways, and the Commissioner of Lands, and we 
discussed fruit-growing. I urged them to let Tasmanian fruit come in, and told ihem, if they did, I was 
certain they would ~et only clean fruit. l\Iy object was if I could have got any encouragement to make 
up a cjcputation to Government with the object of trying to get fruit in, but they set their faces dead 
against it; they said they were afrnid of codling moth. I told them the codling moth was not a tenible 
evil here, and that we had districts whern the moth had never appeared, and that I could gnaranteP. we 
coultl sentl clean fruit from tl1is country; but they would not" listen to it. 'l'he fact of the matter is that a 
good many_ people are planting out orchards there; apples are ls. Gd pe1· pound, and so long as they cari 
keep them at that price they won't listen. As Secretary to the Council of Agriculture, I frequently applied 
to them, and on one occasion, when they had decided to let oranges in subsequent to dipping, I then tried 
for apples, but they would not listen to it; South Australia has also tried hard, but to no 1J11rpose. 

282. Then you think there is no chance for onr apples in Western Australia ? There is 1~0 chance of 
their taking apples. _ 

283. Do you think there is an outlet for potatoes and other· produce from the North West Coast? 
Oh yes, that is all right. They take a large quantity at present, but the trade is peculiar, and you have 
to risk a large number of insolvencies. There are a large number of people from the different colonies.who 
have failed in business or in billets, now in Western _Australia, who write to om growers and induce them 
tu send stuff nlong. 1 n many instances the stuff is sent, and they then find they cannot do busin<.'ss, and 
are unable to take up tlie drafts. The banks go to the first one tlrny can induce to take up the drafts, the 
consequence is that produce of all kinds is being placed on the market and sold under cost. ,vhen I was 
there oats were being sold at 3d. per bushel under cost. The North Western Farmer's Assoeiation, of 
which Mr. Littler is Manager, sent over a lot of potatoes and did rather well with them. 'l'he.v then 
chartered the Do·vedale, one of the Adelaide Steam Shipping Co.'s boats, and. when sl1e got there the man 
who had them sent could not take up the drafts. They were handed to another firm, who, with great 
difficulty, sold them and just got clear. _ · 

284. Can you suggest any way of doing business there? Not till yon find reliable men, or go and 
see for yoim,elf. T find that the most sati~factory way in my own case. I have been asked to send 
produce over, but I have refused to send until I had been there antl made enquiry. I think anyone who 
will l'llsh into busine:ss like that, at the instigation of people they know nothing of, deserves to suffer. 
That principle guided me in refusing to go into the business of fruit trade. Before we could go into the 
trade, that is to buy and ship home, one member of the firm would go to England and make enquiries. 

The Chriiq11~n thanked the witness, whq ";ithdrew. · 
At 4·15 the Committee adjourned until Wednesday, 9th instant, at 10·30 A,!II. 
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WEDNESDAY, 8TH SEPTEMBER, 1897.. 
FREDEIUCK WM. JOHN MOORE, furthel' examined. 

-285. B.1J 1111·. Braclley.-Is it necessary, in your opinion, to h~ve a Commercial Agent in the office of 
the Agency-General in England? Yes, it is desirable to have a Commercial Agent in the office in 
England, who would work with the Agent-General, butuct to be interfered with too much from here. The 
work I think tliat man could do, and could do very well, would be to look after every shipment of produce 
-apples particulal'ly-that is sent from Tasmanin, ·see it on arrival, and note its condition. He would 
receive from Tasmania advice as to the condition of the produce when shipped, nnd if he found it was in 
bad condition on arrival he would be empowered to make a claim on the ship if, in his opinion,_the ship 
was responsible for damage. If he saw that the damage had been cansecl by any fault of the exporters 01· 

sl1ippers in Tasmania, or the producers, he would at once advise with them on the suLject. At the present 
time, taking fruit as an example, we are constantly fighting over the causes of damage, and nearly 
every man has different ideas. One man wants to say that the fruit is badly packed, but can·t 
suggest any improvement in packing; others give differe11t reasons, hut when all is said, the grower here 
is like the old man and his donkey,-he fries to please everybody and can plense nobody, and loses. 
his fruit into the bargain. He dces not know what to do with :ill the advice he gets. Then, 
:iJ.rnch of the advice comes fi:om persons who have an interest in the fruit in some way or other, 
and it i.s felt· that mnch of what is said is not in the interests of the producer. If we had a ma.n 
in England, he would be able to look after the interests of the producer. J can best explain what I mean 
by stating· what was done in reference to the introduction of Danish butter. vVhen the Danes first began 
to export butter to England there were all sorts of reports about it. Some reports said that the butter was 
rank, or it was badly packed, and various reports were circulated about it, but the Danish Government 
appointed a consulting· dBiry adviser to reside permanently in England. He· had to see every Hhipment of 
b11tter aniving from Denmark, and if anything was ":rang with the carriage he made a claim on the.ship at 
once, and also made representations to the owners of the sbip to provide improvements in the methods of 
carriage. If there was anything wrong with the butter which, in bis opinion, was the fault of the shipper 
or maker, he at once reported it to Denmark, through the agency of the Department of Agriculture, and 
'the make1· was communicated with and asked to imprnve on that method of treatment., and if he <lid not know 
how to do it, he was advised as to the way by experts, and he was bound to do it. Another duty whid1 
the consulting dairy adviser in England had to perform was to take every step in his power to refute 
every false statement made .respecting Danish butter. Just as we notice that in recent years injurious 
statements have been made respecting Australian butter and Australian meat, so were such statements 
made respecting Danish butter. The agent was supposed to wl'ite lettel's to the papers, and to point out 
that the fault., if any, did not lie with Denmark, and to bl'ing p'rominent!y before the buyer;; that it was. 
not the fault of the Danes, on every opportunity. It was also his dnty, when opportunity offered, to go. 
about the provinces and introduce Danish butter to the provincial butter sellers. Before the agent went 
there the provincial purchasers bought their butter in London, the same as the fruit dealers now have to go, 
to Covent Garden to buy fruit. The result of this man introducing the bntte1· was that the provincial 
buye!'s now cable to Copenhagen direct, and have nothing to do with London or H nil. It has practically 
led to the fixing of the price of the butter in Copenhagen, and it is the same to any of the provincial buyers, 
who either buy from, the agency or send their orders direct. In that way Danish butter has advanced to• 
the premier position in England, and it is worth shilling·s more per hundred weigbt than any other. If we 
had an agept like that and left him to himself, not attempting to direct him from here, good would result. 
He would of course have to feel his way about, and it might be two or three years before he would be able 
to justify his existence, but it would prove right in the end. Take our timbe!'s: if we hnd a man like that'" 
how much he might be able to do for us in pushing the timber trade. Under present circumstances we 
don't know even how to send timber to England. We have no one to advi;;e, and we do11't know as to
whether we ought· to send one kind of timber in preference to another. If we had some one there 

. constantly making enquiries, and working with· the different Vestries and Corporntions putting· t1own 
wood-paving, for instance, that man would be able to get a good many orde!'s for us. 

286. From your ob,ervation-although you have not been in London-but as a member of the press
and a commercial man, I gather that you think it is almost impossible to-push the sale of any of our 
products without the aid of a p1'oper .good all-round commercial man ? I certainly do think so. 

287. Does that apply to everything, or does it apply more particularly to such products as fruit, bntte1•,. 
bacon, and timber? Yes, it applies to everything that we now send, and also t9 other things. If we had. 
such a man at home he would in the course of a .few years be able to extend business to other products. 
which arc now not thought anything· of. A man who8e duty it was to be on the look-out would find out 
certain things were being used, and would enquire whether we could supply them. We can't say at the 
present time w liat he mig·ht propose. Take, for instance, fibi:e plants for paper-making: we ha':'e large areas. 
here with saglrn growing all over them, thousands of ·acres of it ; pull one of these rushes and you will, 
find it is composed of a very strong fibre: I believe a mnn such as I hav.e spoken of would g·et into
conversation with the manufactul'ers of paper, he would see the class of raw material they were using, and, 
would be able to send to us and say "send along a few bales of your saghs and I will get it tried." We 
might possibly open up in this way a new export product. · I think the man who would go from here shoJuld·. 
liave a good all-round knowledge of Tasmanian products, and also should have commercial knowledge,. 
and he should work to the Agent-General. ·I take it yon will always want ·an Agent-General to atteu:l to
other matters, the floating of loans and so forth. Yon are not likely to get a man as Agent-Genernl who
would cover all these requirements. 

288. Are you quite satisfied that what applied to the butter trade of Denmark would also apply to· 
Tasmania? Yes, I am certain of it. ,,ve have no opportunity now of knowing so much as we should do
of the trade of Great Britain. 

289. Yon have noticed that very great g·ood resulted to New South Wales and Western Australia 
through having travelling- agents in the old countries of Europe, and that strengthens your opinion ns to
the great nece::<sity for having general agents in London ? Yes, I think so. Take the Western Australian. 
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.T arrnh trade ; although there is .a powerful syndicate connected with that J nrrah trnde-;-scvcral of the 
people being connected with large companies at home, arnl they help a good deal-still there are lots of 
places on the continent where there are great openings for our timber, if it were properly represented. An 
-agent, such a·s that of whom I speak, should be provided by Government with some hundreds of .ponnds 
worth of timber, or more, for sample>', which he could give the authorities to pnt down. l\'.Iake n present 
-of it to them to try, and so bring the timber under notice in that way. 

290. There are country districts of which you no doubt have knowledge, with reg-ard to the growing 
of pigs and the curing of bacon. In your opinion, do you think the farmers here could, if they garn thci1· 
minds to it, grow pigs to a gTeat'3r extent than they now do? Yes. 

291. l?or the purpose of curing bacon for local consnmption · and export ? U ndonbtcdly. 'l'hc only 
thing is that the export of bacon would he governed by the pri_ce rnling. If they conic] get 3rl. per ponnd 
all round for pork, that is, in the carcase, I am quite certain that on_the North-West coast, i·11 particular, they 
should be able to tum out lrnndreds of thousands of pigs. 

292. B;i; t!te Clwirman.-Are-there not other pnrts also \Yhere pigs can be grown? Oli yes, there is 
Bream Creek, for insfonce. Look at the pigs sometimes taken to the Sorell sales. They coultl adtl yery 
much to that. It is the same thing over in 'l'unnack and awny in the North East districts, and of 
course ut Ringarooma and Scottsdale. · 

293. 'l'hen vou think om· fa1·mers can grow pigs as well as they can in othe1; Colonies? i\Iost 
nndonbtedh,. • 

294. 'l'hat being so; as· we have tl1e area of land thaL could grow hundreds of°thousancls of pigs, why 
do they not grow them now they could get good prices? Yes, they arc ge1ting 5¼d. to 51d, per lh. now 
for pork.. · 

295. 'l'hat shows that it is not the fault of the price? No. I know that at Sorell it was vJd. per lb. 
very recently, but of course that is not all the year round.· If a man can get an averag·e price of 3d. per 
lb. it should pay well, and production would be very much increased. 

296. ,vhat, in your opinion, is the best class of pig- a farmer should grow to make bacon for export? 
,v 011, I think a cross between the Tamworth and the Berkshire. -. . 

207. You were in West Australia late[~, ; did you hear anything there about Tasmanian bac0n? 
Yes, I know as a matter of fact that much of the bacon made on the North \Vest Coast at the factories there 
~oes straig·ht away to "\11lestem Australia, hut it goes throngh :Melbourne houses. 'l'here are two factories 
there, one at Emu Bay, and the other at Table Capo. . 

208. Did vou hear of the success of 'l'asmanian bacon as suitable to the clii'nate? Well, when it g·ets 
there i_t is not lcnown as Tasmanian bacon, it is known as Victorian, like the butter. }Ielboume houses 
buy butter here, and when it gets to England it is kno\\·n as Victorian butte11• 

291:l. Did you hear, when in West Australia, that 'l'asrnanian bacon. was ver.v good? You can't hear 
of it at all, because it goes in as Victorian bacon; you don't hear of it as Tasmanian bacon at all. 

300. In your opinion it should be ratified as Tasmnnian bacon-I believe it stands the heat of the 
dimate splendidly? It can only be ratified hy a direct export trade. · If the bacon curer here sells to a 
Victorian me1·chanr, he has no control over it afterwards, and the buyer can call it .what he pleases. I 
,certainly think everything we export here should have a Tasmanian brand on it,_ 

301. By tlte Clwinnan.-Do yon think there is ro()m for an export trade for bacon from Tasmania 7 
Well, I doubt if we could export·to England; of course in the Colony of Western Australia there is a market. 
V{e can't export to Englund at a price. I believe there is more to he done here in the expo1t of frozen 
,pork. There is less handling needed, and with it a good. export trade might be establislied if pigs were 
grown of the propez• weight, say from 80 to 120 lbs. at most; there is always a1i excellent market for these 
in England. . . 

302. By Capt. Ecans.-As an agent, have you do11e anything so far in reference to the fruit question 
for next season? No, nothing whatever. · · 

303. Are you aware of anything having been done by other agents? I have not heard of anything. 
_304. By the C!tairman.-You have had an opportunity of reading· your evidence in proof; is the1·e 

-anything you would like to add, if so, we should be glad to recei,,e it? Yes, I would like to give a short 
.sketch of my views as to the constitution of the Department of Agriculture.· 

(The Chairman said the Committee would be glad to receive it.) 
. 305. By 1111·. TVwllnough.-Can you sugges_t any plan by which, in your opm1011, the producers· can 

·be helped to associate together in order to obtain the best of bacon curing-that i~, a rnanufact1ire which 
-ought to be profitable to the producer. Can you suggest any method by which the producer could be 
properly assisted to obtain a better profit? Yes, by the State a~sisting·, where necessary, to p1·oviclo. plant 
and building, at the outset. This is the reason. Suppose a company formed to handle pork in this. ·way. 
·11he producer is called on to take a certain number of shares. He can't stand alone if his money, or his 
means of getting money, are used in this way, because he at once wants to increase his capacity for 

,supplying the faytory. He must breed more pigs, buy more pigs, and prnvide more fodder, and when he . 
is asked to provide share capital for the company, he finds ho can much more profitably use the money in 

.supplyjng pork to the factory. , 
306. Would there be any risk to the Govemme·nt in finding money for this pmpose? Not if they were 

·to safeguard themselves as they do in Queensland under tl1e Meat Export and Dniry Produce Enconmg·e1i1ent 
Act. I will g·ive an instance: snppose the residents of Sorell joined with Bream Creek aud the Penins1ila, 
·and would like to go in for a factory, tho Government would say, "vVell, if you like to form a company 
·amongst yourselves, and so many of the farmers around take up, as soon as practicable, a certain number of 
·shares each, we will advance up to, say £2000, for whatever plant and builcling-s your business needs and 
which you' erect, we holding the property and buil,lings as secmity, and _on all the pigs and bacon solcl 
one-eighth of a penny, or a quarter, or a half per pouncl, .as the case may be, shall be set aside to pay back 

·the money that is advanced, with interest. . If that security is not good enough, considering that these 
· factol'ies are to benefit the district., you must raise a fond by a tax of so much per head on the pigs of the 

district, or you might carry it fort.her, as they do in· Quecnslan<l, by a tax on cattle and sheep, and extend 
·.the assistance to hamllin~ beef and mutton., 
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307. Are you· aware whether in Victoria or elsewhere private parties have taken in !mud the establish

ment of such bacon factories ? I can't give special instances, but it- has been done, I understand, by 
financial institutions and also by capitalists. Here we have·no capitalists who will do that sort of thing. 
The Commercial Bank assisted a Butter Factory here, which is doing well. 

308. Do you think the producers have sufficient knowledge, if they choose. to use it, about as~oeiated 
bacon-curing,-coul<l the Council of Ag-ricultlll'e afford more information as to the way of forming 
companies if they hacl the will? I don't think they have the infomrntion. 

309. How could they best obtain it? By having un expert for the purpose, as in other countrie~. 
Other colonies are in a better state than us in that matter; if you go and see the bacon corning into Melbourne 
you would find this. New South Wales is not so 1:rood; Queensland is better, w also is New Zealand. 
The average samples of bacon coming into :Melbourne are better thnn that in Tasmania. Queenslar,d 
brought in a special man at a cost of £1000 a year for salary alone to instrnct .the farme1·s ; he was brought 
from America. ' 

310. How do you think the services of an expert would be best utilised in the way of informing tie 
farmer? Just as we <lid. with the travelling dairy, and that improved the butter, I think. 

311. Yes, but yon can't lrn ye a travelling bacon factory as you can a travelling dairy? Yes; yon 
can h:tve the man and send him round to give practical information to the formers. . 

312. ·without the expert, who would be expensive, what in your opinion would Le the value of info,·
mation ~iven through the paper published by the Council of Agricultnre~could not that organ give more 
practical information than it now does, with a view to induce co-operation amongst farmers? Do you mean 
more knowledge of co-operating? · 

313. No, but could 1t not give them a better knowl~1lge of the wuy of co-operating· and of cnring 
bacon tha11 they have no,y? If tllfi farmers would form a co-operative company they would at once have 
an expert man to do their own work. . 

314. The lrnowledp;e of the expert could be put in writing in the paper, could it not,-that is, the 
knowledge tbat the pig-growers have not got, could they not get it by newspaper writing? It has been 
so given. When 1 was Secretary to the Council of .Agriculture I collected a lot of valuable information 
and published it in the Gazette. Some approved of it, but you can't give knowledge in that way as yon 
can by practical demonstration. For one thing you can't depend upon people reading it, but practicd 
demonstration would be attended to. 

315. Then you think that .the Council_ of Agri_cnlture could do nothing rnoi·e by prir.ting, but tha;; 
practical demonstration would be better? Yes. The articles published are picked up here and there, am:: 
one may give one way of bacon-eming and another a different means altogether, and the farmer is confused_ 
If we had an expert he would try the new systems and show how far they were an improvement, or the
opposite, and this he would do by practical demonstration or advice. The agricultural press gives a great 
deal of useful information, but there is 1his difficulty, one paper a1frises one thing and another something 
else. To give an instance which came abont in.regard to butter. It is twenty years ago since the pro
prietors of the Argus and Australl;sian sent a special man to America to go through all the large butter 
factories there,. and to report on some of the best methods adopted in the manufacture of butter and cheese. 
These articles all appear!;!d in the Au.~tralw;ian, but there was no single pla.ce in Vic101,ia ·where anything was 
done in consequence of them. In New South Wales, however, through the assistance of the late Mr. T. 

, S. l\fort, these articles were taken up, and they ~et to work to establish co-operative companies and to work 
on the modem system. Some years afterwards the Au.~tralasian paper again sent drn man who had been 
through America through the districts in New South ,vales where .modem dairying w8s being so success
fully canied on, .but the Victorians did not take it up then. The Department of Agriculture in 
Victoria then sent an expe1·ienced officer, the Secretary (Mr. Martin), to go through New South Wales to 
see what ,,,as being done, and he recommended the travellino· dain·. That is how the Victorian industry 
came to be us it is, though of comse it has been fostered by bonus~~- That is how they went to wo1k. Of 
course if you keep on, just as the continual droppinO' of water will wear away stone, results may be realised 
in time, but it ,vill be long before any results can '"be expected from newspapers or special publicution~ .. 
Only a few take it up, but if yon can give special demonstrations by having a man whose duty it is to go-. 
tl1rough the districts and· lecture on the subject and show how it can be clone practically, then results will 
follow. 

316. Do you know anything about the fishing industry? No, I do not. 
317. Of the different methods of disposing of apples, which do you consider most profitable to the 

producer,~to sell out direct to the shipper, or to consign to the shipper or to a fwit broker, without cost, 
the producer taking the risk; or to obtain orders from England for the fruit? There are three methods of" 
fruit disposal:- to sell outright to the different shipper;,, when the risk is theirs; or to take the risk yorn·self,. 
simply using the shipper as :in agent; ancl the other is to get, if yon can get, orders for fruit from, 
England. 

318. Have you any experience as to which method is the best? So long as the pre,,-ent unsatisfactory
circumstances exist, I think if the purchaser was to sell here at the lm•t price he can get it would be best .. 
If he can get orders from England throngh reliable men he might take them: ·Last of all, .I consider, if I 
were a producer, I would not consign a single case under present conditions. I think the producer is too
poor to take the risk. If the Government were to step in and solYe the difficulty of caniage, and 
also assiat by having an agent at home, I think it woulrl be more beneficial for the producer if he were to-
consign. . 

319. By the Ghainnrm.-When you were at the Council of Agriculture, did yon make any experi-
rnent 'with a shipment of potatoes? No ; but 1 have sent some since to South Africa, aud they arrived in 
good condition, but they arrived late. Some were sent from Victoria in bags, but they arriyed rotten .. 
I had mine packed carefull_y in apple cases. 

320. What price did they realise? I don't know; it was an order. The_v hacl to go a_bont a. 
thousand miles beyond c~pe Town. They were seed potatoes. 
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HENRY JONES, called and examined. 

321. By tlte l'!taii'man.-What is your name?· Henry Jones. 
322. Do you know the object of this enquiry? I know a little; I don't kno\,' very much of it. 
323. Have you had any experience with respect to the shipment of fruit? Yes, a little ·within the 

last few years. 
324. How long? I have been connected with the trade for the last ten years. 
325. Have you had practical experience of the shipment of apples to England? Y_es, I have had a 

little to do with it since I commenced. 
326. Have the results been s:i.tisfactory to the shippers of produce? I don't _think they have, right 

through ; one year they get a good profit, in another year a low one. 
327. In what condition is the trade now? It is rather run out, I think; speculators have had a bit 

of a loss, mid they want to see something· µrnre than· that. We want to see more in it. 
328. ·what do you mean by speculators? I mean ourselves, for instance. 
329. You me.an ~'OU have made advances, anrl lost? Yes. . . 
3E0. ·what advances do you make? Well, last year ,rn· advanced to the grower the value of the fruit 

on the wharf u-p to as much as 3s. 6d. per case. · 
331. And <lid you also pay the freight and charges? Yes ; we drew on· London against the fruit, if 

there was a man appointed in London representing the ·grnwer. 
332. And what was the resulr? Well, we lost £200 on one transaction alone. In that case the 

grower got advances from the London agent as well. \,Ve advanced the man £1200 before the shipment 
came here, and he also got advances horn the London agent. The fruit paid Lls back all lmt £:WO; the 
London man lost £400. 

333. How do you account for the loss·? Well, I think it was bad carriage. . Of coul'se, I have no 
·proof. The agent said it was bad carriage; the steamboat companies say it was not. 

334. What was the condition of the fruit when it landed in EnO'land? I don't know. [ have never 
br.:en there. Mr, Shoobridge, who has been there, says there is ah~ays a large amount of bacl fruit and 
wet fruit. - · 

335. Does that give the agent a chance of sayinO' that the fruit is bad? Yes; it gives them a chance 
-of saying that it is all damaged. "' 

33li. Do you examine fruit on which you have made advances prior to the shipment? Yes, we do 
sometimes. \~re have a man on the wharf for that purpose. 

337. And how is the fruit shipped generally-in what condition? In fair condition.-
338. You say you examine the fruit? We have a man on the wharf to examine it. 
339. And you think the fruit, when shipped, is in good condition? Yes, it was last year. 
340. If it could Lie landed in that condition, what would be the value of the fruit on the market

would it pay the gTower? That woLild depend on circumstances ; very likely it would pay the grower 
well. It does not want £1 a case to pay; it wants only 8s. 6d., and that would pay the grower well._ 

341. What would you consider a fairl.v l'emunerative price to the producer when he gets his fnut to 
England? 8s. 6d. per case. If they get 3s. 3d., that means that the fruit will pay them .. 

342. As a rule, has fruit l'ealised an averaO'e of 8s. 6d. per case? No, not on the average-an 
average of 7s., I should think. · "' . · 
- 343. Have you any knowlcdg;e of the reasons for the low rates ruling? Well, letters have passecl 

between our ·office aud the mail companies on that subject. 'l'he brokers say that the fruit was damaged 
-and would not sell, that it was condemned on the market, and all that : the mail companie,; say it was not 
-condemned, aiicl that it was all right. · 

344. Aud you have no means of gettino-an independent opinion between the two? We have uot; 
that bas been the case for the last two 0l' thr~e y·ears. 'l'he brokers say the fruit was damaged to cover 
,themselves, the mail companies say it was not damag·ed. 

. 345. Do you think the fruit is landed in good condition? No, in· bad. 'l'he Ballaarnt landed her 
fruit. badly; she was the last boat of the season. · 

346. Do you think the present system of carriage is satisfactory? No, that is not my experience. 
·The large boats seem to have so many cases wet or frozen, 01· something. 

347. Have you made any tests of any other system of carriage? Yes; we had the 'l'!tennopylm here. 
·She went with an experimental shipment on a new plan-ventilation, I think. 'Ihe result was that all the 
·fruit waf; lost. The shippers all lost their fruit. 

348. You know the test that was made by the Aust·ralasian? I don't think any test was made at all; 
·the fniit was just carried in the ordinary way,· the same ::is it is carried in the mail boats. 

349. \Vas there not a fan, driven by steam, used? No more than the mail companies use in their 
.boats. All the mail companies have fitted np fans in the bottom of their boats. 

350. Did you ship in the Australasian? No. Some of my customers did. 
351. Y ?u know that the result of ·that shipment was satisfactory? I ,youlp. ~o! like to say. It was 

·a smaller sl11pment, and there.have been others as good. I doubt whether the frmt was landed in uny 
better condition-than by other boats. I don't believe it was; not a bit. 

352. Can you suggest any mode of improving the present system of shipping and carriage? I cann?t 
•say that I could. I think if I attempted suggestions I might suggest something that would land you m 
·as bad a muddle as you already are. I think if there was a person in Englantl who would tal~e charge 
--of the shipments when they arrive,-that is, if the mail companies would allow them to do 1t,-there 
might be some gootl done, or, if the Government advanced the frein·ht to the growers and gave·them a free 
hand to distribute the fruit where they liked, there mi()'ht be an ach~antage ; but this is all speculative. 

353. Do you think, then, it ";ould be an atlvantaie to have a reliable independent agent in England? 
·Certainly. I think it would be a good thing if the m~il companies would allow hin.1 to act. . . · 

354. At present you Juve no means of know-ing l1ow the fruit arrives? Not the slightest. The 
companies say that it is landed all right, the brokers say it is not, audit is said that the brokers rnn clown 

-p: ices to suit themselves, instead of merely selling on commission. 
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. 355. Do the mail companies take any steps to examine the fruit on arrival? I could not say whethe~ 
they do. It is all a speculation. 
·. 356 .. As a·fact, the fruit is carried straight from the ship to Covent Garden? Yes, I believe that is, 
n~t . 
. 357. Then the mail companies would not know how or in what condition the fruit was _landed? No, 
they could not, unless they had· someone in the docks to examine the fruit before leaving the dock. 

358. Would you recommend the Government guaranteeing the freight? Yes; I think they might. 
We would not want our freight guaranteed, but the small farmers and producers would have to go and get 
advances from somewhere. 1Vhatever was advancetl the growers woultl have to leave the fruit to us. We 
,rnuld not advance to the grower and let him send his fruit to whom he liked, and trust to him to pay; he 
would have to consign to our brokers. · 

359. You would not do that? No; we would want a lien on the bill of lading, and the agents 
would have to pay before they got the fruit. . . . 

360. If the Government guaranteed t_he freight, would it be necessary, in your opinion, to have an 
examination before the shipment of the fruit? I think it would be better to have a man to examine the 
fruit. 

361. You do examine the fruit, don't you? · Yes, to satisfy ourselves it is all right. 
362. Would you guarantee freight, as a business man, without hav~ng the right to open any cases you 

desired to examine ? Certainly not. 
363. Would that not be a reasonable position for the Government to take up·? Certainly. 
364. Do you think shippers would object to examination if the freight were guaranteed? I should 

think not ; it is a matter of opinion. What they· oLiect to in examining fruit is this-they send, say 
to Sydney, 2000 or 3000 cases. It is dumped down on the ,vharf for shipment from different people. If. 
you commenced to open the cases you might keep the boat two or three days while you were doing it. Of 
course if you guarantee the freight you have a right to see the frnit, so as to ascertain whether it is worth 
paying freight for. · 

365. Then if the Government guaranteed the freight would it be advisable for them to have an agent in 
London to see how the fruit was landed from the mail companies' ships? Certainly; if the mail companies 
would allow the agent to examine the fruit at the docks. If they took it first to Covent Garden and then 
told him to examine two or three days afterwards, it would be no use ; it would only lead to disputes as to 
whether tl1e fruit was damaged on the ship or in the market. If the agent. could examine the fruit on the 
wharf, before it leaves the ship's side, where cases were found damaged he might then enter a claim, and 
could show the fruit was damaged befo1;e leaving the docks. 'L'hat would give the. mail companies a chance 
to come down and protect themselves, and it would be an advantage all round. 

366. Would a commercial agency be of advantage to the trade? Well, it could do no harm, and I 
think would be bound to do some good. 

367. Do you think the present system of exporting fruit to England will be continued if nothing is 
done to improve it ? Yes, but on a smaller scale. . 

368. Do you think it will be continued to any extent? We send about 120,000 cases a year at the 
present time, all we can get at a price, 'L'he growers have lately begun to save for Sydney and tlie colonial 
markets, and we sometimes can't get serviceable fruit unless we pay a great price. We export a con
siderable quantity of apples, but not one.grower out of three will sell or ship to London at his own risk;: 
they prefer to keep them back for the colonial markets. · 

369. Do you think an uncertain. time for shipment has to do with it ? I should think so, but the-
growers won't sell and won't ship. · 

370. Do you think the growers would ship if there was a reasonable guarantee of the fruit being· 
landed in good condition ? That wot1ld depend on the retums. If the fruit was landed in good condition, 
and brought a low price, the grower would not ship any more. 

371. If the fruit was badly landed, what chance would there be of getting a good price? · Some 
people don't send us any information at all as to the condition of the fruit. They merely send us the
account-sale, which says that the price realised was 2s, or 3s. a case-or whatever it may be. 

372. It has been reported that the fruit was landed in bad condition this year? Yes, that !,S reported!. 
by the .brokers. 

373. If you deal with the London market you would hope to realise a payable price if the fruit wer& 
landed in good condition, would you not? What some might think good. The fruit landed by the· 
Ballaarat last year did not cover the freight and dock charge~. 

374. Do you think it likely the producers or growers will continue shipping with such low prices?: 
Yes, but on a smaller scale. We might speculate in 20,000 or 30,000 cases. There is one thing, they· 
should carry better with a few. It is those big holds that carry the fruit badly, I think. 

375. Have you gone into the conditions of shipment? Yes, with the mail companies, sometimes,. 
but it led to nothing satisfactory. 

376. Do the companies contend that the frnit is carried in good condition? Yes, they don't admit· 
any damage on their part. . · 

377. Is it not a fact that the fruit is damaged in transmission? I should think so. I beiieve it is-
damaged all right. . 

378. ls there any other means of carrying fruit-I mean by other boats with which the Government 
might enter into contracts apart from the mail companies? I could not say that exactly. If they could! 
get the companies to come and give better terms, for instance-Do you mean for the Government to take 
a contract, say for 60,000 or 70,000 cases for people on ·the same lines as the mail company? [ Chairman : 
Yes.] No, I don't think so. 'T'hat would fetch opposition into the business, and do little good. The out
side companies will take and damage your fruit, and then, when you make a claim, they won't recognise. 
anything. · 

379. You know that experiments were made with three outside Loats? Y cs, and they told the, 
growers they had a new system that would can·y the fruit, and they were worse than the mail companies-· 
They damaged the fruit badly. _ · 



· (No. 50.) 

2'6 

. . 380. In wliat way.? Well, there was the T!termopylm; slie _chal'ged hig·h freights. We wanted to get 
other steamer,,, and the Council of Agriculture o-ot her here, and Captain Evans was the. agent. They con~ 
tracted to carry . .the fruit. at .a temperatme not 

0
over 60°, and the fruit was put -.on, t_he boat on those con

ditions. On their own showing·, as certified by the captain, they carried it at 81 ° and spoilt it all, and we · 
could get nothing back from them unless we went to law with them. The Thermopylm ruined all the·fruit, 
and would not ·.give the growers a farthing back. . 

381. But if:'the Govel'llment_entered into a. contract of that kind could it not insist on the gua·rantee .. 
being fulfilled? I don't think so. · I don't .think 'the. companies would-enter into any guarantee fo land the 
fruit in good condition .. If you could get them to do that it might be-all right. . · 

. 382. If they gav:e·a guarantee.as-to the degree of.temperature and-they were to violate it, do you think 
they could treat the Govel'llment in that way? Well, I don't know how you are to·get at it unless .you 
were to have self-registering thermomete1:s. Tli-ere would have to be something like that or you could not 
prove your case. If they guaranteed to carry at a certain temperature and you. were to take the captain's 
log, for instauce. · If they carried 20,000 cases .of fruit there would be about £10,000 involved, and if 
the temperature went down he would take gooll care not- to register it. They would not give you 
evidence to convict themselves. 

383. Is there any ~ay you could suggest? No, only by having an agent in London to receive the fruit. 
384. You would recommend that? Oh .ves, certain] y. 
385. By Captain Evans.-You mentioned, in reply to a question by the Chairman, that you advanced 

£1200 on fruit and lost .£200, and that £400 was lost by the· parties in London, who also advanced. How 
many cases did that mean? Eight thousand. 

386. Distributed amongst the ,vhole of:the boats? .Yes. 
387. Yon told ·the Chairman disti1l'ctly that it was not in your power to say whether the fruit was 

damaged by the boats or whether the loss was the result of bad sales in London? Not at all. I said wa 
eould give no proof ,vhether the fruit was sold at a good pi·ice and a bad account sale made out, 01· whether 
it was damaged by the boats, or what. · · 

388. But you would have an account sale from the brokers showing-that- several lrnndreds of cases 
were w.orthless or damaged would you not? Yes, that is 1·ight. 

389. And if. the fruit was damaged it might have been-landed in bad order? Yes. 
390. Yon talk about advances to some growers-could not the grower, if he wished it, have had 

.advances from brokers in London ? Yes, up to 2s. or 2s. 6d. per case. 
291. In addition to the freight? Oh, yes. 
392. When you told the Chairman that 8s. 6d. a case in London was enough to return to the grower 

liere from 3s. 3d. to 3s. 6d. profit ? Yes, that is about it. 
393. Then, perhaps you will tell the .Committee what yon put down as the expenses upon a case of fruit, 

·from the time it is shipped here till after it is sold? Yes: take the expenses from the Dunn-street .pier, 
the freight to London would be 4s., the shipping expenses 6d., the selling cl1,.arges in London would. be 6d., 
and the dock charges with a .special charge of 3d. a ca~e made by Ed ward Jacobs & Sons, would be 9d., that 
is, a total of 5s. 6d. a case. If the fruit sells for 8s. Grl. there would be 3s. profit. There has been a case 
this year where the freight has been qnly 3s. 6d., so tl at- there is an extra 6d. profit straight away. 1'hen 
some of the brokers in. London only charge 6d. for dock charges. Jacobs' people charge 9d., the 3d. 
being for sorting out. That is an extra exp,mse. 

Yes. 
394. Are you po!\itive tliat is the whole of the expenses charged. against a cai,e of fruit sent to England? 

395. Will yon tell the Committee as to what system of ventil~tion was in use in the case of the fruit 
•carried by an outside boat? No, I can't ; Mr. Moore could tell you that. They sent him over to oversee 
the shipment when it left Melboume. He ought to know what was the nature· of the machinery used 
to do the work. 

396. But you lmve an idea of the system, although you may not have seen it? I believe they do it 
by fans and the ordinary atmosphere cii-culatino- through the hold. 

397. Do yon know if the fans were there? No, I don't. · I know that Mr. Moore said they were 
there, and I would not doubt it. 1 don't know that it ever _Gropped up that they were not there. I took 
·it for granfed they were there·. 

398. If anyone told you that there wel'e no fans at all, but only yentilators, wou1d you believe it? 
Yes, I would believe it. If they were.not there I don't know whose fault it was. 

399. You said that in the case of the shipments made afterwards by the A1tstralasia11, the Tltc1'1nop,1Jlm, 
. ,and .the Abm·deen that they had treated the shippers worse than the mail boats did? Yet=, that. is 

· my opinion. - · 
400. Take the .Australasian and the A be1·deen. In your opinion, was there not some other mode used. 

_for helping the carriage of that frujt not u~ed on the mail companies'. boats? No, I don't think there was. 
4Ul. ·well, from your experience in visiting the mail boats and watching their proceedings, will you 

!ell the Committee if rou know of a fan, worked by a separate engine, on b~ard any. one of those boats, 
. rndepentlent of the refrigeration? I can tell you what I have seen on the mml boats, e.nd that was a fan ; 
and three fans were experimented on. I went clown. the mail companies' boats every season, and I have 

·.seen 3: sort of trnnk in the bottom, of about six inches square, and a hose for. the air to go in nndemeath ; . 
and they explained that th·ey had pumps for drawing the air out of the shoots, and drawing the air by a 
fan from the bottom of the l1old. 

_402. Are you not aware tlrnt they had a i;;pecial fan in connection with these shipments, driven by a 
.specrnl engine, o~tside of the machinery used in the mail boats? No, l am not aware. 

403. But you would not contradict it? No; I know that the fruit was carried very badly. 
404. Was that not in the T!tennopylm and the Aberdeen, not in the Australasian? . That I could not 

,say.· . 
405. Had yon not communications from England that the freight in the Australasian was carried 

well? _ Yes; I tl1ink we got it through the papers .first, not through the. brokers ; we got it through the 
_press if I· am not mistaken, and then we got it from the agents of that particular company. 
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· 406. You told the Chairman, referring to the Australasia'li'.s cargo, tlrnt the price realised· was such as 
to-warrant the idea that the· fri.1it was not carried well, or that it was not extra good? Yes: . . · 

407. Was that not due to the shipment being too laie in the season? Yes, that might liave had some
thing to do with it; 

408, Was that not mentioned by the brokers in their returns? Yes, I think there was something m 
that. H the shipmMt had been earlier in the season it would have had a better chance of fetching good 
prices. • 

409. What freight do you pay the mail companies ? 4s; 3d; per case. 
410.· Was it not 4s. 6cl. a case?' It might have been; it was reduced. 
411. Through these boats coming in? Then it was 4s. 6cl. 
412. What did the· outside boats carry for? 3d. underneath the mail companies. 
413. Think again-was it not 6cl. underneath? When the mail companies carried for 4s. ·6d; the 

other corn panies carried for 4s. ; then the mail' companies carried for 4s. 3d. 
414. What was the freight charged by the outside boats? I think 4s., was it not? 
415. No, 3s. 9cl. was it not? Yes, there I niade a mistake, it was 3s; 9d. 
416_. Suppose the Governm_ent contracted with any steamers outside the mail boats whereby they 

could get a sufficient guarantee that the boats would come along and carry the fruit regularly and in good 
order, at a reduced price, is there anything. to prevent .the growers and agents in. Hobart helping tle 
Govemment? Nothing to preven-t the growers,. but the shippers, by whom I mean Messrs. Peacock, 
Knight and Co., and Jones and Co., could not ship by other than the mail boats for two .years more. 

. 417. Have you any objection to tell the Committee why you could· not ship with othe1: boats before 
that time? No. We could not ship. with any other company but the mail companies for two years. 

418. Do you object to tell why? No. We have undertaken to ship by the mail companies' boats 
on1y for four years if they reduced the freight to 4s. a case, that is 4s. 3d. with a 3d. rebate, if we 
guaranteed to ship for four years. 

419. Are you not aware that some large growers send in this way, independent of the shipping agents? 
I don't know that it would affect them if they did ship by the other companj•. We would forfeit the 
rebate. You must contract to ship with the mail companies for four years to get the rebate of 3cl. per case. 
We are morally and legally bound to ship with them for two years more, as we have collected the rebate. 
If it came to a poi11t of law, we should be bound to ship with the mail companies for that period. 

420. You told the Chairman that it would not interfere very much with the trade if the growers hung 
back with their fruit for the Sydney market-that would not interfere very much. ,vith the producers? It 
would affect the producers, of course. The producer now hangs back in many cases. He will neither s1:ip 
nor sell for the London market. If there were no fruit shipped to London, it would affect the Sydney 
market very much: yet they will not sell for the London market at a reasonable price,-they would rather 
keep back the fri.1it for the colonies. 

421. Suppose the grotl'ers this season would not ship the usual quan.tity to London, would it not 
seriously interfere with the colonial markets? For that season it would. They would find a bad market. 

422. A•re there not several kinds of apples which, if they did not send to London, would not sell at 
a11? There are some would do for the colonial market, but ribstones and the earlier kinds would not. 
If sent to Sydney there would be no call for them. 

423. The other markets, being rn much earlier than ours, are glutted with their own stock, and cannot 
take our early apples, such as ribstones, Prince Alfred, Alfredstone, and others. You know from experience 
that, if sent to ·sydney or Brisbane, these apples would realise almost nil to the growers? Yes, that is. 
ri~t . . 

424. Then, if they could not get them away to England what would be the result? Then the growers· 
would suffer. 'l'he fact is they cannot see their own interest-they won't ship, and they won't sell at a 
reasonable price for the London market. 

425. What is your opinion as to repacking fruit on arrival in London-are you of opinion it would' 
be advisable, in the interests of the shipper, to repack the fruit or to sell it, on arrival, on i.ts merits? Yes,. 
I would repack if the fruit was know1i to be damaged, if not, sell at once. The fruit should only be 
repacked where it is damaged. · 

426. -vVhat wonlcl be the effect on the trade in London if it were known that nothing but good apples. 
would be sold from Tasmania? It would help the market. If it were known it is bound to be good. 
You, as a private person, mighi. go and give 10s. a case for it, but if it were· known or suspected that it. 
would be half rntten, you might only give 5s. · 

· 427. By the Chairman.-Are JOU of opinion that a ,small percentage of damaged apples would'. 
seriously affect tbe sale of the whole? I am of opinion that it gives the buyers a handle to complain, and 
seriously affects prices. 

428. Do you think the buyers make use of that to their advantage? I can't say that. If there were 
complaints you would understand they might do so." Mr. Thos. Walker wrote that 100 cases of apples. 
were returned after a rleposit had been paid. They brought the 'fruit, left it in the place, and said " there 
are your apples, we will forfeit. the deposit." Other people took the apples to the country by train, and ·no, 
doubt the broker would put a claim in for damaged fruit. , · 

429. By Captain Evans.-You told the Chairman that the outside boats treated the growers worse• 
than the mail boats? Well, I mean they were just as bad. 

430. But you said worse ? If I said worse I might have to prove it. I know that when the 
Aberdeen took the fruit home they made a promise that they would have improved machinery, but the "i·uit· 
was ruined, and when :they would 11ot refund any of the freight I think it was very bad, and I may say· 
worse than the mail boats. 

431. Have not the mail companies damaged cases of fruit too ? They have not been so bad. 
432. Has not the fruit arrived in bad cond,tion by the mail boats? Yes, I believe it has. . 

· 433. Have the mail companies given back any of the freight? No, but if tlie mail companies come, 
in the ordinary course of their trade, with nine or ten steamers and land the fruit mostly in good condition,. 
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the1·e is not the same cause for complaint as when another company comes in to improve ·tI1e system, and 
sends three boats, all of which land their fruit damaged. These boats damaged three lots of fruit, and 
gave the growers nothing back on the freight. The Tliermopylm was an.experimental shipment, and her 
fruit was damaged ; the other boats came in the next year and it was just the same ; theri another ~oat· 
came and she clid not damage her fruit. · 

4-34. I believe Lund's line sent a boat, did they not ? Yes. . . 
435. Sh'e landed her fruit in good condition? Yes, I believe so, but I am explaining that the mail 

eompanies send te·n boats in the season, and out of these one may damage the fruit and the other nine land 
the fruit in good condition.- In that case there is not the same cause for complaint as when another com
pany comes in promising to improve the system, and with three boats damages all the fruit, and won't give 
any freight back. Then, I think, there is cause for complaint. 

436. Did they say there was. any improvement in their system? Yes; you said so yourself. You 
said there would be an improvement in the ventilation and with the fans, and that there_ would be lower 
freights and an improvement i~ the carriage. 

437. You have already stated that for this year far more than one of the mail boats had damaged fruit. 
-Not one in nine boats, but to a greater or Jess extent the fruit was damaged, not in one boat but in several. 
Have you claimed for return of freight? Yes ; we .put a claim in for £9000. 

438. Do you think you will get it? I believe we shall. We put in the account sales to prove our 
loss. We never did that before; but we have put in a claim this year and hope to get some ofit. If they 
don't meet us· then we shall think the mail boats no better than the others. 

439. You saw·a statement in the press, and the statement was repeated in the House of Assembly, 
that fruit brought from the H uon in barges was landed on the wharf in a wet condition. From your ten 
years' experience can you conscientiously say you know this is otlierwise? Yes. The fruit they say was 
wet was so only on the outside of the case, and when laid in the market it would fetch as good a price, 
<>r perhaps better, than the fruit that was in the hold. It was not damaged by water before it went into 
the hold. - . · 

440. Then, your experience is that barges or steamers do not land their fruit on the wharf in a wet 
-condition ? That is my experience. It might be that a few cases might get a little water over them, but 
few are really wet. · 

441. What is your opinion as to the agitation fo1· a new case? Well, of course I have said i.t would 
be ridiculous for the Government to. force people to send their fruit in a particular case. That should ·be 
regulated by the value of the case.to a man in the London market. Not any particular case I should say.· 
I don't think there is anything in the new case that the _Government should say you must send· your 
fruit in it. · 

442. Should we force it on the grower that he sl10uld ship in these cases, and no other? No; cer
iainly not. There is a method for an improved case that the Messrs. Shoobridge sent through us. 

443. By the Clwfrman.-Do. you know of any improved mode of carrying .fruit? Only one, and we 
are making the experiment. It is an improved methoLl of carrying the fruit to London. Instead of being 
frozen, the air goes into the vessel at a reduced temper,ilnre of the atmosphere. It goes into the hold in 
such a way that no snow or ice gets into the fruit. It will go to London, and will be tried by engineers 
who know more about it than we do, and who will experiment with it in a small chamber, or something of 
that sort. But it is a mere experiment. In any case it is not safe to send too. much fruit in one chamber. 

444. w· ould you advise that the experiment of small shipments should be made from time to time? 
No, but if we could send say 5000 cases in an ordinary l10ld I believe it would carry all right ·with ordinary 
:ventilation-not, of course, through the Red Sea, but round Cape Horn. · 

445. Is it your experience that shipments of large quantities are carried with difficulty? That is our 
-experience. 

446. And smaller shipments carry better? Yes. There should be a way of circulating air in the 
bottom of the _ship. 

447. If the temperature is kept even, which they can do, is there any reason why they should not 
-carry the fruit home in good condition ? No, not if the holds are properly ventilated. . The mistake is 
when they let their temperature run up to say 70° and then reduce to 50° or 60°. Sometimes they let it go 
up to 80° and then reduce it down again, and if it is not watched it might go up to 100° or 90°. 'l'hen 
,they go putting· extra air into the passes, and it is so severe to bring the temperature down that it creates 
ice. 

448. Does the fact that the vessels do not go from here to England direct have any effect? I don't 
:think so. 

449. By Jl:fr. 1Voollnough.-How many cases did you ship last year? From 50,000 to 60,000. 
450. How many were purchased? About 4000 or 5000. 
451. 'l'he rest you shipped as agents? Yes, we were the agents for .the growers. 
452. Who. took the 1·isk? They took the risk, aud we sold through our brokers in London. We had 

a good quantity at a reduced risk for the Messrs. Shoobridge. Five of the Messrs. Sl~oobridge shipped 
28,000 cases. 

453. Are you aware that the fruit-brokers, in sending in their account!\ to the producers, are iri the 
habit of representing certain cases as condemned· or faulty? Yes, they do. -

454. How do they ascertain the condition of -the fruit-do they asceJ"tain it themselves? I can't tell 
_you that. 

455. 
part. 

Or, do they take the word of the, bu·yer? I can't tell you ; it would be only speculative on my 

456. If they report a certain number of cases as condemned, eitlier they must "have examined and 
condemned it, or it has been sold as good and the buyer has condemned· it afterwards, and they take the 
word of the buyer-which is it? I could not tell you. · 

457. Do the_v examine it? I cannot tell. I know one broker, Mr. Jacobs, makes a charge of 3d. 
per case for examining and sorting the fruit.. 
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· 458. But all the brokers, so far as I can ascertain, are in the habit of sending in accounts showing 

that certain cases are condemned? Yes, the fruit might be frozen, perhaps; . 
459. But how do they know that-in the case of the particular broker who cha1;ges for examination, 

does he examine ? He may examine or not. I suppose he is no better than the others. · 
460. I>on't you think it desirable that the producers here should know how the fruit is treated both' 

before and after the sale? Yes, th.at is one of the most 'important things ; it is all they want that I can 
see1 if they have someone at home with power to give notice to those who are responsible for any faulty 
frmt. 

461. Do your producers contract with yon to send or ship a certain number of cases? Yes. · 
462. And if they don't send that number·do you charge them the freight for the cases? No. 
463. If a man contracts with you• to send, say 150 cases, and only ·sends 100 cases, and by your 

contract with the company' you are bound to send the 150 cases, and, therefore, the man has broken- his 
contract with you-how do you act in such a case? Well, we would fill up any deficiency at our own 
risk and expense. 

464. You would buy? Yes; we buy_fruit and fill up the space. 
465. Do you lose on the freight, or do you fill up to save loss? Oh, we always stand to lose. We 

lost this year between £200 and £300 in this way. . · 
466. What advantage is gained in the disposal of fruit in London-I mean, what "ivould the producers 

gain by having an agent there? Well, they woulcl have a man to represent them at the other end. 
467; What, in your opinion, are the influences he could bring to bear on the brokers-say the broker 

has a certain amount of fruit not in the same condition, either he examines it, or. he takes the buyer's 
word, .and the fruit is condemned-how could an agent affect the broker under such circumstances: the 
consignment of fruit is consigned to the broker as the consigne·e::.....how could the agent affect the broker? 
Not in any way. The broker would not listen to him. , 

468. Then, how would the agent affect the brokers in regard to fruit? Well, the fruit would have to 
be sent to him, and he would require to have all the power. _ 

469. Would it be wise, and a check on the broker, who is the master of tlie situation you say, to make 
the agent the master of the situation? V\That I say is, that if you could get the mail companies themselves 
to allow an agent to examine the fruit, and to say which is to go to the market for sale, and which is to 
remain at the dock to be delivered after further examination, it would be a good thing. . 

470. Then, if all the consignments were to pass through his hands-of course that would be necessary- : 
lie wonld open the cases, sort and repack? I don't know that he would do that. If the mail companies 
would recognise him he would sort the fruit 0t1t and say which is damaged and which is not. He would 
advise the broker as to which fruit was damaged. The producers here could then have an arrangement 
with the brokers that they are not to sell any damaged fruit, but that all is to be sorted and repacked before 
sale. 

471. ·would that not mean a larO'e expense for storage and other expenses? You see the broker has 
to be satisfied that this is necessary, ~nd he would have to take the word of the agent. Would it not 
mean a la1·ge exp~nse for storage, examination, and otherwise? Now, this is all done by the broker. We 
don't know it is done, but it is supposed to be. If this responsibility rested with the agent, would it not 
mean a large cost? It would do if the agent were to handle the fruit altogether; but I don't think 
that would be necessary. I don't think there is anything costly in having· an agent to examine the fruit. 
He wonld have to co-operate with the brokers. The aO'ent would represent the Tasmanian producers, to 
examine the fruit in the docks. " · 

472. Would that not mean a heavy cost for storage? No; it would have to be done before the -fruit 
left the docks. 

473. And that could be done? Yes. 
474. In the examination of cases, would he go through all the fruit? No ; he would take a case here 

and there, and if they showed any signs of wet and so forth, he would look at them. He would soon see 
if they were dry ones ; if they were not then he would take a case ·or two more, and so on. After being 
examined the fruit would be sent from the docks to the brokers. Where some of the fruit is damaged, if 
the11e one or two lots were taken away from the parcel there would be every chance of getting fair value 
for the balance of tlie fruit. 

475. Do ~1ou think there would be any serious ri~k if the Government advanced the freight? No, 
not a bit of risk. 

476. By the Cltairman.-The shippers and brokers have incuned a risk of losing under p1:esent 
conditions? That is because they have advanced the freight, and 2s. 6d. a case besides. 

477. But they have suffered loss? I don't know; take Edward Jacobs & Sons for instance
they have not suffered m11ch lose:. They received commission on 70,000 cases, and although they advanced 
up to 6s. a case they could not have lost by it. 

478. Have yoti known any one to lose who advances freight only? No. 
479. What is the mode of carriage to the London market, speaking generally? I don't know. · I 

would not like to say. 1 should say bad carriage lrns had a good deal to do with it.· 
480. Can you not tell us about the particular method, or as to the b~st method, of carrying the fruit? 

No, I would not like to suggest any method. . . 
481. Where loss, then, has been incurred, it has been because additional advances have been made 

beyond the· freight? Yes, every grower can get advances of from 2s. to 2s. 6d. a case now besides the ·. 
freight from the London bi·okers. · 

482. B.11111r. 1Voollnoug!t.-You speak of loss to.the producer in the last season? No, I don't think 
the producer has made much loss; the shippers have made the loss. . 

483. By the Chafrman.-But, where the shippers have incurred loss it is where they have advanced 
on fruit above the freight or have bought fruit right out? Yes, that is so. 
· 484. By ]1£,r. TVoollnough.-Is it, in your opinion, any disadvantage in the disposal of fruit that there 

are so many brands.covering a small number of cases? No; small brands get as big a price, if not bigger, 
than the large brands. Some of the small shippers get a better price per case than the big shippers. 
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. · 485. It. hi:is been: represented to me·by. a salesma_n that·it· hurts the sal~ having so many brands, that 
they could not open a sufficient ~umber of·cases,,ahd· that it wouJa be an advantage 'if' tlie're· were a: larger 
number of cases under o(le brand'.""'.""'.'yoli can say nothing on· that? No; · I thirik it would be better· the 
other· way. A Lon~on broker buying here, say ,,a· consignment. of l_0,000 cases,. wi_ll make you put it un~er, 
s~y, four brands, so tl1at he .can distribute. it the better. If 1000· c·aseil go bad· in one lot, instead of affectmg 
the. w_ho_le sale ,it only affects that lcit; but he has three or four brarids,.and he likes to liavc the lciss 
distdbute<l .over the different brands. 

· · 486. How are the northern markets of England supplied with fruit? From London. . 
487. Are the northern markets supplied through sales at auction or by brokers selling privately. I 

don't know. T~e s~l_es are supposed to be by au!)ticin. They give us account-sales by auction, and we 
supppse it is so., If.they sell the other way, it is against the way in whi!Jh tl1ey· are supposed to sell. 

4,8$. By tlie Cltafrman,.-They are under contract to sell by auction 1· Yes. 
-489. fly M1·. 1V.oollnouglt.~-Then you don't know how the noi'thern towns are supplied? By buyers 

attending the London sales. · 
4!:lO. The buyer goes into the sale.just the same as the costermongei·? );es. · 
The witness withdrew. . 
The Con1mittee adjourn(ld until 2·30 P.M. next day. 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 12, 1897. 

ALFRED WR_IGHT, called and examined; 

491. By_ tlte Cltairman, Captain Evans.-Wiiat is your name? Alfred Wright. 
492. Where do you reside ? New Norfolk. · 
493. I know you take a deep interest in the fruit g 1iestion, and have done so for many years. Knowing 

that you have at the present time a plari of an experimental nature, and knowing also that you have made 
an offer to the Govemment for the carrying out of that plan, I thought_ the Committee might get some. 
information from you, and with that object shall put a few questions. You.know something of the •system · 
of refrigeration on the mail steamers? Yes, during the time I was sitting as a- Member of the Council of 
Agriculture I took a great interest in the subject, and set myself to grasp the position. I went into the 
matter thoroughly, and· there are a number of 1;esofotions as to the carriage of fruit on the minutes of the 
Council of Agriculture, most of which will be found in my name. The effect was to bring here several 
of what were called, at the time, outside boats. The results varied, but though the particular.11ystem 
adopted was not the same I urged, still it was my action which brought the matter about. I may say that 
since then I have taken up the subject ca'refo.lly, and have chiefly given attention to the canying of fruit 
cheaper than it is carried at pres~nt by the mail boats. 

494. What is the cause· of the failure of the application of the 11ystem as carried out in the carriage 
of fruit at present? I will first de·seribe the system of refrigeration. The system is first to draw out the 
air from the hold, and send it back again cooled to a temperature that may b~ as low as zero. 

495. By llfr. Bfrd . .:.....Below· zero? Yes, even below zero. It will the_n. take, under ordinary con
ditions, fi v-e hours at least to bring down the temperature of the hold to 45 degrees. The difficulty 
with the present system· is that the cooled air is sent in at a temperature considerably below freezing, with 
the result that fruit nearest the inlet is subject to the influence of frozen air, and the several rows .of fruit 
uearest the air shaft become frpzen : that is one difficulty. The next _is, that in order to reduce the tem
perature as quickly as possible· to 45 degrees, an extreme limit of coldness-even to below zero-is· 
employed. The temperature throughout the hold is in consequence soon brought to 45 degrees. Refrigera
tion: is then stopped, and this tempe'rature inay be maintained for a longer or sl10rter period without any 
farther refrigeration. It is this stoppage ofrefrigeration which is the element of the main damage to the 
fruit. When refrigeration is in operation there is a circulation of air, and it is this which is the active 
principle in preserving the fruit, and not the evenness of a low temperature. · When refrigeration stops, 
there is no circulation ; the air becomes still, and in a few hou1's stagnant--decay in the form of sweating 
or heating then commencing. The fruit will sweat though the temperature is no higher than 4u degrees, 
when the air is still. 

496. By die Cliai1·man.-What would be the effect if the cold air was sent· in at a l1igher temperature 
than 32 degrees instead of below freezing? It would take so much longer t_o r~duce the hold to 45 degrees. 
In a paper read by Dr. · Benjafield on the fruit sent by the Po1·t Ph·ie, he quoted from a report.by Mr. 
Walker, who went home with shipment. He said it took 10 days to rednce the temperature of the hold to 
45 degrees. Meanwhile the temperature was anything from 90 degrees to 45 degrees till it got to 4~ degrees. 
The air was pumped in as near frozen as possible, as they went on the idea that anything below freezing 
would damage the apples, tlierefore they took it as near freezing as possible. It took 10 days to reduce 
the temperature, and meanwhile the temperature would vary from 90 degrees .to 45 degrees. 

_ 497. How do yon propose to get an even temperature? I propose nothing of the kind. I have no 
faith in the value of evenness of temperature, and I know of no means of judging why evenness of 
temperature :should be required. · 

498. You know that the agreement with the ships is that there should be evenness of temperature? 
Yes; and that some people say an everiness is necessary, but I know also that the apples which are held back 
keep best in the ·orchard, subject to a varying temperature of 90 degrees·, down to perhaps 25 degrees. I 
1·eferred this to a gentleman who has experience in storing fruit only the other day, wh.en the temperature 
wa_s about 80- degrees. I said, "Suppose you had 10,000 cases in store now, would you be frightened- fo1· 
them?" He laughed at me, and said he would be satisfied if he liad the apples there, even if they 
had a temperature of from 80 or 90 degrees. 
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. 499. By J.11r. Bi1'd.-As a matter of fact, do you get that t~mpei·ature at thi~ ti1:ne of tlie yeai·? · Yes ; 
a_nd possibly more. You _get it from 70 degrees to 8_0 degrees. ·.We had i t"'p1;etty hot a fo1;tnight 01· 'three 
weeks ago. It was 'over 79 degrees then. · · 

500: By the Ohairman.-Accepting the evidei1ce tliat evenness· of ,temperature is· not riecessai'y, is 
not a limit of ·temperature irncessary? Tl~e apples to which Dr. Benj:J:field ·refe~Ted were _c_onsiderl)d the 
best cargcnii,ai ;,,i!' ·arrived jn -Lq~·d?~• alth9ugh not cai'ried on an even tempe~:a:~re_ for 10 days. _ . 

· 501. That was the ·Pq1·t l?~?·ie s cargo? - Yes, that was. the Port Pi1'ie s ·cargo. We have_ no 
ground work ·on· which to base . the statemen1 ·tiiai ~v&i1:~~se of tem pera'tt1i•e· is :0:ecess'a~·y. As lo. a _ lirq~t 
of tep.1peratufe, I kno'iv of no basis on which to ground the arguqient' that a l_i'mit of. temperature is 
i1ecessa:ry-. _ . 

502: _1-Jy :1.lfr. BircZ . ....:....SuJl_Pose it were 100 degre1;s? 100 degrees will_ preserve fruit rather than cause;i 
decompos1t10n.. _ . 

503. By J.V.lr. Woollnou!Jh.~ What is the proper n'laximum of tempei·ature? The higher the tempera
ture, the gr~ater the preservatiye effect; evapo1•ation goes on and prevents decay. vVe heat fruit .to 
preserve it, _and the more the moisture is take_n· from it by means of heat the bet'ter it is pi·eserved. ' 

_504. Then, I understand that for the safe transport of apples you· p\lt .out of Court altogether any 
question as to regularity of temperatm;e? Yes, .as· fai· as it app_lie_s to decomp'osition. . _ · 

505. And the whole question is in the circulation of air?· That is the.whole question,-the-circulation 
of air of the hold. · · 

5Q6. By the Ohai1'man.-Why do some cargoes preserve better than others? Well, I hFe been 
some time enquiring amongst en·gineers as to the ·reason of this, and it .co.nfirms me in _the o_p_inion that 
we can never rely on the engineers doing their work systematically,-it is in1possible. The ac.tual conditions 
are these :-If the outside temperature is high the refrigeration: has.to be zyio-re constant, or the tempera_ture 
of the hold will gradually rise, but if it be 60°, and it is more likely to be· 60° tlian 70° in May going 
home, very little refrigeration has to be done. After refrigeration is stopped, the hold will maintain a 
temperature of 45° for a c·ertain 1iei·iod, and no c_irciilation _of air going on. Refrigeration· having cea~ed, 
and there being in consttquence no means to produce cii·culatioi:J, the air is still; and stagnation follows. 
The higher the temperature, of coui·se there is the more necessity to continue t~e refrigeration. . . 

507. I suppose, the greater the heat_ tqe more ne_ces.sary to continue refrigeration? · U nd_oubtedly ; the 
cil'culation of air is the point. You will understand that qn· board· these boats _the engineei·s naturally t}Se 
as little power for the refrigerating engines as poss~ble, and they continually test the temperature of ~he 
hold. There is a small shaft ·connected with the deck, · down which a thermometer· is placed to test the 
temperature of the hold. So long as it remains at-45°, or about 4-5°, no refi-i'geration goes on. 

508. Then you contend that it is circulation of, and. not cool air that preserves the fruit and prevents 
stagnation and decomposition? I contend that no decomposition can set in so long as there is motion iri 
the air-still air induces-decomposition. Practically, circulation of the air is the solution of the difficulty. 

509. By llfr. Bird.~Do you _want to say that if we laid _ an apple on this table for six months it 
would not decompose? · That would depend on the conditions of the room. The apple might shriv~l ; it 
might decompose more or less where in contact with the table, and where there was no circulation of air 
decomposition would set in, possibly _in the stalk, or where the depression in the apple prevented the air 
from circulating, but if you have fresh air all round it it will not deconipose. . 
. 510. By t!te· C!wirrnan.~ Your idea, I understand, is that unti-1 the apple matures decomposition is 

very unlikely ; that while it is not mature there is little fear of decomposition settjng in? If the apple is 
heated thro"t1gh the air being stag·nant,.decomr.osition would's_et in. If you dry the apple, as they do in the 
process of evaporation, however ripe, it will not decompqse. There m·µst' be a certain con'clition of the' 
fruit to produce fermentation, and decomposition. is, practically, fermentation. If you put an apple on the 
table it will keep for ever if-the conditions are· favourable. It will shrivel, of· course, but it will not 
decompose. · · _ 

511. Can yon suggest any scheme by which the chances of decomposition may be 1Jrevented? There are 
improvements which I can suggest in 9onnection '\Vith refrigeratio1i, and I do so ,recognising th_at there _will_ 
be for some time yet-until the idea is exploded-a demand for refrigeration. I thei·efore set myself to find 
means of making the mail companies' system applicable to apples. I erect a partition the whole width _of 
the hold, and from floor to ceiling at the end of the hqld at which the cold. air inlet shaft is placed, at a· 
distance of about 18 inches from the end. At the bottom of this enclosed space I insert a fan enclosed in a 
tube or shaft. This tube is carried around or abou·t the hold, and the cold air is drawn through it by the fan 
and distributed about the warmest part of the hold: I con·tend that the air, though entering the enclosed' 
space at a low degree of temperature, when discharged is above freezing, consequently there is no damage to 
the fruit from freezing. Further,-the motion of the fan adds to the cnrrent, and being in motion contim:io_usly, 
whether refrigeration is going on or not., a circulation is maintained always, thereby preventing sweating or 
heating. For the sake of increasing the current I insert another fan at the opposit_e corner to the oth_er. 
Both fans are driven by electricity derived from the ship's dynamo. Their cost would be about £22 each. 

512. ·You have a model, I understand, and will let the Committee see it? Yes. The plan will_ take 
-away the weakness that at present exists in the refrigerating system, the circ_ulation of air continuing 
when the refrigeration stops. . 

513. You mean refrigeration being stopped by something happen_ing to the machinery; or if refrigera..
tion we1;e ~topped for a day or so your improved plan would still be in action the whole time : if anything 
happened to the machinery the fans would still be in action? Yes ; or when the machinery is stopped 
because the temperature of the hold is sufficiently low. 

· 5ll!. You have lately been to Melbourne and Sydney ? . Yes. 
5f5. Did you approach the steam companies when there on the subject? Yes. I saw Mr. Withers, 

-the manager of the P. & 0. Company in Melbourne; the Sydney mm1ager I could not see. Mr. Withers' 
.expressed a desire to see the model, and he said i:( the plan were offered, the company -..vould adopt it. if 
'they saw no difficulty. It is the only method I know of fo1· remedying the difficulties in Hasleni's 
refrigerating system.· 
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516. By 11:lr. TVoollnough.-Your plan is to get a perfect circulation of air? Yes, and to take a way 

. the effect of the frozen, and p1·event foul air. 
· 517. Would your plan, or some modification of it, be sufficient without refrigeration at all? Not in 
the case I have described, because there would not be sufficient power applied. 

518. By tlte Cltairman.-N ow, you have told me you will show us the model this afternoon; meanwhile 
have you any other suggestions for the improved transport of fruit? There are two suggestfo!!:: ......-b.foh have 
been made as to how the temperature might be reduced and the circulatio!l v:f air maintained. One is by 
passing the atmospheric air through pipes in a separat~ c!~::.iiiuer where the air is below zero. The air is 
cooled there, and is supposed to pass into the chamber where the fruit is at a suitable temperature. At 
present that is only a suggestion which lias been given to the mail companies. It is Messrs. Peacock and 
Shoobridge's plan. The objection to it is, first, that the air passing through a frozen space will produce snow 
and so fill up the pipes ; that is an inherent difficulty. Further, the reduction of the temperature in the 
smaller space the cool air would have to go through would not appreciably reduce the temperature of the 
hold. If-you send 500 feet of cold air into a space containing 40,000 cubic feet it would have ve1·y little 
influence in reducing the temperature. To reduce the temperature there is not volume enough of air going 
in ; it is immediately drawn out, and there would not be sufficient to cool the temperature of the hold 5 
degrees. Another difficuliy is the expensiveness of putting in the cooling chamber, and consuming a large 
amount of. space in the hold, which is ·of consequence where every inch of space is vahiable. How the 
circulation is to be kept up I cannot see. I believe it also proposes to have a fan to exhaust the air inside 
the hold. 

519. That is the brine pipe system-that is Hudson's plan, is it not? To some extent ; but the 
difficulty would be to keep the hold at an even low temperature-it seems impossible, the amount of cold air 
is not sufficient.• These are weaknesses that appear to me in the proposal. -I do not put them in the sense 
of carping, but I can't see how it is to be done. Then, again, that method would not reduce the cost of 
freight-that would still remain at 4s. 3d. per case, as it is now. · · 

520. Have you any knowledge of any experiments made under these methods, especially under 
Hudson's system? I think that is a system which could be adopted on land, where space is of no moment, 
but in a ship where every square inch of space is of mome_nt, and costs so much money, I do not see how a 
plan like that can be practicable. 

621. You mentioned another system by wl1icb a circulation of air may be maintained and the 
fruit preserved in good condition? Yes, that is simply the drawing of the atmospheric air in and 
exhausting it again in such a way that the circulation should be felt through the hold. Of course there 
would be some amount of cooling. I don't make that a condition of the value of the system,' but there is 
a degree of coldness, to the extent of 10° perhaps, induced by the combined action of drawing in and 
e~hausting the air. · 

. 522. By lib·. Bird.-Your plan, as I understand it, is that you draw the air in with one fan and out 
with another? Precisely so. . 

523. By tlte Cltairman.-What is the advantage of this? To maintain a circulation of air through 
the hold. 

524. By 11:fr. Bird.-How do you secure that all through -the hold? By fans fixed in air-shafts 
placed in a particular position, and also by stacking the fruit in such a way as to secure a flow of air 
round it, and providing passages between the stacks of cases for the air to pass through. · 

525. By the Cltairman.-You will be able to show that directly on tl1e model? Quite so. 
526. By M1·. Bfrd.-Would not this plan reduce the temperature? Yes, but the question of 

degree of temperature is only a matter of opinion, and can only be tested by experiment. I believe by this 
plan the air would be reduced about 10° less than the atmosphere. That would be the average, but the 
temperature will be different in the· lower hold, being below the water-line. It is generally about 5° less 
than the atmosphere. I calculate that the temperature of the hold will be from 10° to 15° below the 
atmosphere, probably more. 

527. Then, you want to prevent the sweating of the apples causing damage? Undoubtedly; that is 
the only way of preventing damage unless the fruit is entirely air-tight. If you could hermetically seal the 
l1old, and put the apples into air-tight compartments there might possibly be no damage at all,-I am not 
sure about it. 

528. That has been tried, has it not? Yes ; and it succeeded in a small way. 
529. You say that extreme heat won't produce sweating? Extreme heat of itself will not produce 

sweating, although, of course, where thel'e is fermentation there is always heat evolved. Whether the 
temperature be 35°. or goo there will be sweating, or at anything above freezing-. The lowness of the 
temperature wi-ll not prevent sweating, nor will a high temperature induce sweating where the air is in motion. 

530. By the Chairm.an.-I gather from your opinion, that as long as there is a free current of air in 
the chamber r.o sweating will take place, whether the1·e be a high or a low temperature? It is utterly 
impossible; whether the temperature be 32° or goo it is utterly impossible for decomposition to set in. 

531. By 1l£r. Bird.-But 11weating is not decomposition,-it is only a giving off of moisture that 
remains there and keeps up a dampness, and so induces decomposition. If you had a free circulation of air 
l'Ound the fruit where evaporation is going on, and all the wetness were carried away, you mean that the 
evil effects of sweating would be prevented? Quite so. 

532. And if you get this circulation of air is that sufficient in all ·cases without refrigeration? I say 
that you need no refrigeration if you can get a free circulation of air. 

533. By the Chairman.-There is one point I would like cleared: would not the continuous circulation 
of air as proposed in your system-say the even and continuous circulation of air at 75°-is it not possible 
that such a circulation of air would shrivel the fruit? No; shrivelling is caused by evaporation; in.giving 
off its moisture the apple shrivels. The important thing is to fix the evenness and regulate the speed of 
the power you use so that it will not give too strong a circulation of air. If it were proceeding in at ten 
miles an hour the force would probably be too strong. What would be termed a gentle breeze is about the' 
force required. 



(No. 50.) 

33 
· 534. By Mr. Bird.-But you would not be able to get that all over the hold? Yes, you would get 

itthrough·by the channels·formed in the packing of the fruit, which would rather induce speed in the 
current thnn decrease it. 

535. How would your scheme prevent an undue current of air? That would be· done simply by r,he. 
adjustment of the size of the fan and the speed. Once adjusted you would always get the same speed. You 
would want a stronger power with a full hold than with an empty one, as the resistance of che 
obstrnction in the shape of the fruit in the hold would be very great, and the air would have to enter at a 
stronger speed than if the hold were empty. 

536. By tlie C/iairman.-Have you any knowledge as to the transport of fruit where no artificial 
means for the reduction of temperature has been employed? It was so carried by the Aberdeen line of 
boats about 2~ years ago. One boat, the Australasian I believe, carried her fruit perfectly, and tlrn 
means employed was the circulation of air. I came across the man in Sydney who fitted· the boat, and he 
described how it was done, and this was confirmed by Dalgety & Co's. Manager. As I understand it 
cold air never went near the hold; it was simply a system of ventilation, and no ship carried her fruit better 
than the Aust1·alasian. There was not a single case.of fruit that was not qt1ite good. The Warrnambool 
was here the same day, and she was supposed to have the same method. I saw the agent here, and I • 
inferred from what he said that they regarded their method as a secret. I don't think it was any graat 
secret. I believe they adopted just the same system as the Australasian. The application of i.nsulation . 
"'.ould be wasted, as it could be of no value to the fruit. · They simply adopted the system of exhaustion of 
air. 

537. Do you know that much of the fruit stowed in the TVarrnambool was i.n the refrigerating 
chamber? No; but I know that circulation of air was used. 

538. You can't say that the Wa·rrnambool was fitted up in the same manner as the Australasian? ~.,. o,. 
I can't say that absolutely. . . 

539. Under those conditions, have you any means of saying how you would stow the fruit-in what 
kind of cases? Yes. In order to add to the circulation of air, I advocate that the apples be not wrapped, 
and they should be put into skeleton cases as far as possible, that is, cases with as little side to .them '.ls 
possible, like the orange cases, which ha,e just side enough to hold the oranges in. You should have four 
pieces of wood each 2 inches wide in the 14 inches of depth. The circulation of air would then move 
round each apple more freely. I think,'without doubt, that apples will, in the next year or two, be packed 
that way. 

540. By ]J,fr, Bird.-Do you know that in the London market fruit that is wrapped fetches a mu,:h 
higher price than any other? That is possible, just as you buy cheap .cigars with a red label round them, 
for instance. The reel or gilt label is an attraction to many people, and by its -means a higher price is 
obtai1wd for cheap cigars. That is the main advantage of the paper wrllpper. It may have anot~ei· 
advantage where the fruit is brought down to the ship in dry weather; it would prevent the dust of t.'le 
road from getting to the apple, but that could be equally well obviated by covering the cases with a cloth. 

541. By the C/iairman.-Is it true yotl ]1ave made an offer to the Goverllment for an experimental 
shipment? A company has offered to bring a vessel in March, and to fit np the hold to carry 17,000 
cases, the freight from the wharf to be 2s. 3d. per case, including the passage of an expert to go home with 
the fruit. 'fhey will also provide the necessary power for driving the fans. · 

542. By Mr. Bird.-That is apart from refrigeration?· Yes, .that is apart from refrigeration 
altogether .. We are to fix up all the appliances and superintend the working. They give us the hold and 
the othet· advantages I have named at a price for freight amounting·to 2s. 3d. a case. 

543. What will the other expenses you will be at amount to ? We have to find the plant, which, I 
estimate, will cost about 3d. a case. We should have to buy a dynamo with engine attached. The full 
cost would not exceed 3d. n case. The Government.are offered the freight.at a total cost of2s. 6d. a case_. 

544. By the Chairman.-Did you intel'view any electricians on the :matter when you were m 
Melbourne? Yes. Messrs. Siemens Bros. ¥1ent into the whole plans, and it is from them I obtained the 
cost of fitting, . . 

545. Are you at liberty to give the Committee the particulars? Yet>. I have received an est~mate 
for it, which comes to about £250. That includes an ena'ine and dynamo and four fans. If we wished 
to sell them afterwards ·we should get a large portion of tlie price back ; of course the ship would no doubt 
take them if the experiment was successful. 

546. You say the ship would take them? Yes., no doubt, if it was a success, but in any case we could 
sell at probably two-thirds of the cost. . 

547. B.IJ J'1lr. 1Voollnough.-Are you satisfied that the 2s. 6d. a case would cover the freight and die 
, prime cost of the machinery? Yes. 

• 548. And the machinery would be available for other ships? Yes; or you could dispose of it i~ you 
wished. · 

549. Then, practically you have part of the cost of the machinery to. the good : the 2s. 6d. is not the 
permanent cost? That is it. · 

550. By tlie C!tainnan.-Are you in a p,:,sition to tell the Committee the. details of the _offer made 
to the Government? What vou think the Government action should be. I don't ask you to divulge any
thing if you feel you can't do· it, but if you are in a position to do so it would help the (?ommittee? I 
can do so. I told the Government that the shipowners who made the offer included m the 2s. 3tI. 
freight a passage home and back for the expert, and I proposed to go myself without cost to the Govern..: 
ment, provided that any return to myselt should be paid ont of the price realised for the apples, aftn· 
allowing for the price then current in Hobart. I said before I received anything the growers should first. 
receive 3s. a case for their fruit, and I am wilEng to depend on the price realising over 3s. a case. I pro
posed that the difference should he divided between myself and the growers. 

551. You mean that after 3s. a case net and the freight is returned to the growers, any surplus there 
may be yoti want to halve with them? I sai:l that I was prepared to agree that it should be divided 
between the growers antl myself. 
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552. You mention that part of it, btit is there not something else in the offer _you made to the Govern
ment-I mean as to how the Government shall deal with the fruit? That the Government guarantee the· 
freight up to 2s. 6d. a case. 

the· Government-suppose the 
The growers will not be then 

553. Is there not a condition beyond that that has been suggested to 
thing is a failure? In that case the Government will lose their money. 
called upon to pay the freight. 

_ 554. Then, if the fruit is carried successfully, if the matter is taken up by the Government, or the 
Committee recommend it to the Government, if it is a success the grower pays the freight, which will be a 
first charge on the fruit; but ifit is a non-success the Government bas to lose the freight money, and the 
grower will lose his fruit? Yes, that is it; but there is no danger of the Government losing their money. 
In giving my services for a year without any return there is fair evidence of my confidence. 

555. By Mr. 1Voollnou_q!t.-The Government is satisfied first, then what is left goes to the grower, 
and when the grower is satisfied then you come in? Yes, that is so. 

556. The models you exhibit this afternoon, one of the objects is to improve the mail companies' meat 
1·cfrigeration 11ystem-could that be worked apart from the refrigeration system? There arc two models. 
If refrigeration were considered necessary I am satisfied the one improving the present system is efficient, 
but I cheapen the transport by the system sl1own in the second model. Many years ago I urged the Messrs. 
Webster to su~gest the mail companies to adqpt it. I was the first to ship apples 12 or 13 years ago by a 
direct boat, and that led me to take up the subject and trace the cause of the loss. 

557. Have you any information as to whether the mail companies will accept an improvement of the 
sort? I don't think there is any doubt that they will accept an improvement on their own system if not 
too costly ; but to ask them to accept an entirely nevr system, well, under their contracts, it is beyond them 
for two ycarti. 1 would like to say one other thing about the advantage of the circulation of air system. 
Apples ·are often reported as wet, that is, much moisture has fallen on the fruit. In consequence of this _ 
tl1e paper has· become pulped, and this gives the apples a bad appearance, and it is that which often 
accounts for low returns. The mere circulation of air would prevent that accumulation of moisture. 

568. Have you any experience as to how they sell apples in the London market? I have not. I 
have had experience in buying produce in Mincing Lane. 

559. But have you practical experience of the mode in London of dealing with apples? I have not ; 
but from my experience I think there is but little trouble about that. For many years I was a buyer of 
mother-of-pearl shells, and, occasionally, for two or three lots buyers would arrange not to bid against each 
other, and lower prices might rule, but, practically, they fetched the market price. The main question is 
to get the fruit home in good condition. To my mind the moment we get cheapened freight and perfect 
transport the trade will increase, and where we get one buyer now we shall get a hunched later on. Buyers 
will then be able to agree as to price. When it can be assured that every case will be sound buyers will 
come regularly and will offer a stated price, say from 4s. to 5s. a case here, but until you get better 
conditions of transport you can't expect that. A buyer told me the other day he thought he would in 
future buy fruit in South Australia instead of Tasmania, for shipment home. The shipment of apples from 
the other colonies is now such a ·factor in the business that we must seriously consider the means of 
cheapening the transport, as the larger export will bring down the prices in London; and unless we can get 
our fruit home at lower freights the returns will be poo1·. 

The Committee adjourned until 2·30 o'clock. 

AFTERNOON SITTING. 

Mr. Alfred Wright explained the two models exhibited on the Committee table, which represented a 
section of the hold of a ship, with fans forcing the air in and drawing it out. The system was one of" forced 
circulation." The fruit would be stowed in -tier~ of three cases, a space between each for free passage of 
air. That would take up about 5 per cent. of the space of the hold. 

FRANCIS FREDERICK BUTLER, called and examined. 

560. By the Cltairman.-What is your name? Francis Frederick Butler. 
561. And where do you reside? At Moonah. 
562. No doubt you will have seen through the press that this Select Committee has been appointed to 

get information in reference to the products of Tasmania and their export ? Yes, I have noticed it. 
563. The Committee has decided to report first on the fruit export, and knowing you take a deep 

interest in fmit matters they have-asked your presence in order to get some information from you. How 
long have you been connected with the fruit trade and the shipment of fruit to England? For nine or 
ten years._ 

564. During that time what has been your experience in shipping fruit? I have had expcrince as long 
as fruit has been shipped to England. I may say that I have been very successful, generally speaking·. 
There have been some exceptions, but T have nothing to complain of very [much. I will gi\·e you one 
practical case. I sent an experimental lot of ten cases packed in and asked them to write. 
I receivecl a letter from the woman who bought them, in Lambeth, and she said they al'l'ived in excellent 
condition, all except two cases. She did not get one good apple out of them. That went to show that 
the: two cases must have been in an unfortunate part of the vessel, and led me to think that all parts of 
the vessel were not alike. 

565. This fruit you refer to was carri_ecl in the refrigerating chamber? Y cs, it was. 
566. Have you shipped any fruit during the last two or three years? No, I have generally sold it to 

go home. • 
567. What is your opinion from your knowledge as to the non-succe'?s in getting the frnit home last 

year? 1 think it was neglected. It was frozen, and probably the freezing was the cause of the non-success. 
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568, Have you in your mind·any other way of carrying fruit home? Yes. I have always thougl1t 

that fruit would go home safely without being cooled to any great extent. At first I have always sent a few 
experimental c?ses l1ome as general cargo. That was in the first few years, until I was stopped by one 
of the companies, who would not t:jke any more in that way. 

569. What was yonr success? It turned out just as well as· it did when refrigeration was used. Of 
course it was in small quanti~ies. People said that in large quantities it would not have been the same, but 

· how can we say that? 
. 570. In reference to th~ model you saw tl\is morning, as to a system of ventilatio11 and the circulation 

of air, what is you!' opinion,? I am no.t an expert, and, would n,ot pretend to say it wou_ld be a success by 
looking at it; but it looks to me that it is likely to succeed. It introduces the air and simply circulates it 
through the apples. There is no means apparently of cooling that 3:ir at all, and I believe in going through 
the Red Sea the temperature is up to 100° or more. 
· 571. There is a plan showing the March and 1\.pril temperatures in the ];ted Sea and by the Cape 

route; it is not so high as that? I have not been throtigh the Red Sea,, but I shoulcl have imagined the 
temperature was much more thart that. . . · . 
· 572. You said you_ '".ere afraid there might be a want of success in carrying out this idea of Mr. 
Wright's-in fact, that the air would not be co1d enough. Yqu told us you sent fruit home as geneBl 
cargo, and in every instance it went home perfect ? Well, nearly perfect, we will say. 

573. Then there would be no circulat_ion of air at alI-,-yqur state1I1ent was that it went as general 
· cargo ? Yes. · 

574. I would like to ask you, in a shaft of this kind ( referring to thf;l model), with the air introduced 
by fans, would it not become cool when induction takes place where it goes thro11gh the ventilators at 
the top-don't you think the revolution of ~he fans would cool the air? No, I don't think that cools 
the air. 

575. Have you any opinion as to how the fruit business is conducted in London--,-have you any 
experience of that end? Yes, I had in the first few years, and ~ am one -of the exceptions who had not 
much to complain of. I sent my fruit home through tl~ree different ii.gents, and it all came out fairly alike. 
I could see noth_ing very wrong. I did on one• occasion think that the account sales were cooked to a 
certain extent in an account for a cargo that carried badly; still, they accounted for nearly every case. There 
must, I know, be loss at some time where a ca-rgo is being sold by thousands of cases. They accounted for 
e_very five cases, and there must have been some worthless cases. There. was nothing wrong in the 
accounts, but "'.here they have to make out a,ccounts for a large cargo they must have taken a general 
average. 
. 570. What is your opinion as tci the mode of business in the Agent-G~neral's office at home ? Well, 

I suppose we must have a figure-head to conduct Government and other· business, but I think we should 
have a commercial man ~s well. It would be incompatible th~t ij1e Agent-General should be a com-
mercial man. · · 

577. c·an you give an idea as to what the corpmercial man's duties should be? No, I cannot give an 
opinion on that subject, it is too eJrlrnustive. He would not be able to sell fruit, because the present brokers 
and dealers have the businesi? in their hands;· they have their established c~stomers, run bills and give long 
credit. · · 

578. Would you be able to assist in an experiment for sending fruit. home by the proposed method at 
present? No, I cannpt afl'ord iL I grow fruit an!i send it home, but I cannot afford experiments, ~ecause 
I don't want to lose money on it in the case of an unsuccessful experiment, In fact I have now decided to 
sell all my fruit here. 

579. You would not be prepared to find a few cases if the Government g_ave the freight? Oh, that is 
q~ite different. I would not min~ up to fifty cases or ap.ything of that kind.· I should feel inclined to do 
more, so long as I looked after my own business first. _ 

Mr. Butler withdrew. 

JAMES GREGORY, called ancl examined. 

580. What is your name ? J arnes Gregory. 
581. And where do you reside? At Smidy Bay. . 
582. You have some idea from reading the papers that a Select, Committee has been appomted to [5et 

information as to the products of Tasmania and a better system of carriage to England. We are deal)ng 
with the fruit question first. I know you have given a great deal of thought to the mflthods of cal"l"ymg 
fruit home. Are you of opinion that fruit can be successfully carried to England by any other wa.y than_ by 
refrigeration? I honestly confess that I never believed it could be carried safely in that way. It is foreign 
altogether to the preservation of fruit. 'l'he cold .air when ·condensed produces water, which adheres to the 
fruit an'tl must rot it. I ·might, perhaps, tell the Committee what occurred dnring my visit to England.. I 
had an experience in coming back from England -that at once fully convinced me, and that was before the 
fruit business took the the shape of an export trade. I am aware that fruit had beei:i, taken to England 
successfully, but I did not think then that the fruit industry would have developed as 1t has done. I had 
an experience this way. A quantity of pears were made a present to me in the West of England before 
I left. They were picked in September, and I left London on the 5th November. They were no~ of a _,. 
keeping sort, but an early sort of pear, but stil! they were good eatable fruit. · I fitted up a shelf rn the 
cabin I took on board the J.Wassilia, an.cl plac;ed the pears on that, and when we wanted a. p~ar or two we 
took them from the shelf. \Vhen I got to Melbourne more than half of the pears were still mtact, not any 
rntted in the whole· dist~nce. _They were just as sound and eat;ible when we got to Melbo~rf!e. as wh_e!l we 
left England; I could not see any difference. They simply lay on the shelf and had a free c1rculat10n of 
air. The cabin was on deck, and there was a window opened at the foot of my berth. 'fhe pears_ lay on 
the boards of the shelf with just a fillet of wood to keep them from rolling off. 'fhey were laid close 
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together as if in a box. "'When lVIr. Fryer went to England I told him of this, and said I don't think you 
will find the slightest difficulty in carrying apples if you let the ordinary air get at them. I knew 40 
or 50 years ago that if we put fruit in a hold and nothing but carbonic acid gas got at_ it, it would be bad 
in three or four days. · . 

583. Have you given this question of ventilation much study? All my life. Methods for the pro
motion of ventilation have occupied the greater part of my life, and I have found from particular experience 
that you can't under any circumstances force ventilation. You may induce it, but you can't force air 
into a- room which is already full of air if you don't -hav:e a ready _means of exit, and. then the foul air 
won't leave if you don't induce the air to go away. What brought it particularly under my notice was 
before the House of Lords was b1'ought under proper ventilation. They spent thousands of pounds trying 
to ventilate the chamber. At length one of the workmen thought of a plan for getting rid of the foul air, 
and it was done in a very simple manner; I may say it was a success, because it has never been altered. 
In the corners of the room they had plenty of ventilation, btit the foul air would not go out. Well, in the 
corners of the room he run up square !hafts which at a convenient lieight had a little door handy in the wall. 
Inside the shaft he had a gas jet, and at the top of the room he had Arnott's valves. The result was the 
hot air ascended and went out. That is the system in England now. They have brought in Tobin's system 
since to admit cold air near the floors, but the system I have described is still going. 

584. Yon have had an opportunity of looking at the models of Mr. Wright's system this morning; 
what is your opinion as to that? I should have to modify my opinion when you come to the hold of a ship. 
In a dwelling you want no provision for the admission of cold air; and if you admit it too freely.you make 
a mistake. In the hold of a ship it is a different thing altogether. From what I can imagine the hold of 
a ship would not have the means of getting pure air into it the same as a room. It would be necessary to 
admit it in limited quantities. 

585. By 11:fr. Bi1'<l.-You mean to drive it in? No, you need never drive it in, it will come in right 
enough if you let it. . The difficulty is to get the heated air out. Cold air will flow in fast enough if yo1t· 
get the heated· air out. 

586. The hold is an insulated chamber; you must have some means of getting air in? If you have 
shafts to get it in it will go in rapidly whether o_r not. 

· 587. By t!te C!tairman.-But you want means to get it into the ship-I mean from above into the 
hold? Make your shafts large enough, but when that is clone you don't want to drive it in. It will go in 
fast enougl1. . 

588. But you liave a difficult matter in getting air into a ship when she is going one way and the air 
another? There will be no difficulty so long as you have proper exhausts. The moment you make a 
vacuum the air will get down fast enough, no matter which way the 'Yind blows. It is astonishing how· 
powerful the air is·. I have thought of a plan something like that where by a system of shafts the air 
might be drawn into any part of the hold. · 

. 589. By llf?·. TVoollnough.-In yoi1r opinion if you can get air into the hold, and you can get it out, there 
will be a sufficient current without artificial aid in- the shape of fans? I believe so. You. would want 
various shafts, and you would want sufficient exhausts, not in one place only but in every part. 

590. You think the passage of the air would be quick enough to prevent damp from forming? I am 
'satisfied there would be no clamp if you get-pure air in. It is generally pretty warm all the .way home, 
but the apples don't want specially- cold air. If you can g·et pure air in without freezing that is all that is 
required. If you get frozen air in it must cause dampness. 

591. By t!te Cliairman.-;--Have you had any experience of standing ui1der a ventilator or a windsail? 
I have been near to them, but I have not taken particular notice. 

592. Did you not notice that under a windsail the air is far cooler? Yes, the rapid passage of the· 
air would make it feel much cooler. · · 

593. By 11£r. Bird.-We have a chait here showing tl1at the temperature in the Red Sea during the 
months of March and April is not more than 70° or 80°? Yes. It was yery hot when I went, much 
l1otter than that. 

594. B.1111fr. TVoollnough.-Supposing a fan was.useless in increasing the rapidity of a current of 
air, would it not be useful in cooling that current? I dont think it is at all necessary ; of course if you put 
shafts as inlets the outlet would have to be at the opposite end of the hold to the inlet. 

595. By Jll.fr. Bircl.-Do yon think that air from a fan is any cooler than the ordinary air that the 
fan is driving? It may be. All ordinary air driven forcibly against you feels cool. The more open the 
cases the better; and tbe less you paper the better ; the paper gets damp, and the damp gets on the apple 
and you can't dry it. I am sure it causes rottenness. · 

The witness withdrew. 
The Committee adjourned until 2·30 next day. 

"WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 13, 1897. 

WILLIAM DAVIDSON PEACOCK, called ancl examined. 

• 596. B.1/ tiw Clwfrman.-"\Vhat is your name ? William Davidson Peacock. 
,597. Where do you live? Iii Lefroy stJ;eet, North Hobart. 

. 598. Of course yon know this Select Committee has been appointed to get evidence as to _the products 
of Tasmania and a better m_ode of dealing with them. VVe are enquiring as to fruit first. How long- have 
you been connected with the business of exporting fruit to England? Nine years. Before that I was 
manager to the firm of George Peacock and Sons. I have been eng-aged in it since the inception of the 
btisiness. • 
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599. How long altogether? About eleven year.3. 
600. Can you give the Committee your experience duririg fifteen years, or during your knowledge of 

fruit cargoes? Well, m_y experience has been variable throughout. Some cargoes went in good condition, 
others with alleged damage ; some with a great deal of damage from the .fruit getting wet, and from 
heating, .&c; It is a moot point whether it was heating or not. Some think the collection of carbonic acid 
gas causes the trouble. This year the damage has peen much greater than ever, not fro·m any want of 
interest on the part of those in charge, or care on the part of the Directors of the steamship companies, 
but from not understanding clearly the cause of damage. The means taken this year have, in our opinion, 
only accentuated.the· damage. It is this way: in other years the cases were made close, and the Directors 
of the company got the impression that the fruit heated because the cold air froni the refrigerating machines· 
could not get to the apples. They asked us to make our cases more open, so that the air could get in. 
They also agreed to introduce an innovation into their steamers by putting battens bet-ween the rows of cases ; 
·well, the effect of_ it has been that the cold air from the refrigemting machines has had a greatet· power of 
penetration_. The fruit has carried worse than before, when there was a certain amount of heat as a set~off 
to the extreme cold. The cold air has gone right through, and the fruit has been more frozen. The frozen 
air coming into contact with the moist air of the holLl has made a deal of wet, and caused damage. What 
we want is a dry cool atmosj)here, not a moist one. We have put our .views before the steam companies, 
together with a lot ofdetailed,evideuce, but we think we have got at the bottom of the trouble, and that we 
lrnve got at a means of preventing a repetition of it. 

601. You are of opinion that the carriage of fruit last year represents. one of the worst years you have· 
had? Yes. 

602. And you are ~onvinced in your own mit:!d !hat the non-success of the fruit: is owing to tl1e 
carriage of it? Well, the_ agents themselves do not altogether think so. I have received- a letter from 
l\f1·. Walker which I will read. They seem to attribute the injury to the fruit to the fuct of_its having 
been packed riper this year than usual. Mr. "-ralker writes :-

London, 20th August, 1897. 
JJiessi·s. W. D. PEACOCK & Co., New Whmj", Hobart. , 

GENTLEMEN, - ,. 

I AM in receipt of your letter of the 2Gth June. I feel that it would be idlo to attempt to enter into an argument from 
opposite sides of the world as to the cause of decay in fruit which you saw only before shipment. and not as it was delivered 
bore, and the butk of which I saw only on arrival here, and not before· shipment. It is true that some of the fruit arrived 
frozen, as, unhappily, is the case iu almost every"ship, and I have no doubt whatever that a considerable prop01·ti0Ii of the wet 
cases were the result of excess of cold air. Bnt I am equally positive that a large quantity of the A.P.~l.'o, R.P.'s, and 
S.P.l\I.'s which -I inspected were simply over ripe, and I felt it reasonable to attribute this, in part at least, to the hot dry 
season in Tasmania this year, giving the fruit, especially in certain districts, a tendency to mellow more rapidly after shipment 
than would otherwise have beeu·the ease. · 

I have no doubt you firmly believe the damage to -have been due, as you state, soiely to freezing ; but I would take 
the liberty of pointing out to you that, without having seen the fruit in the damaged state as delivered here, you really are not 
in a position to state what the cause of the damage was. Th-3 most you can possibly do is to form a surmise on the subject. · 
Had you been hero and hear_d, as I did, men of considerable ~xpcrience assigning diametrically opposite causes to the damage 
of the same fruit snbmitted to them, I think that you would have been a little less dogmatic in the expression of your opinion. 

Personally, I would have given a good deal to have had you in London at the time the fruit was arriving, for my long 
acquaintance with your sagacity and sound jndgmeut warrants me in the belief that yon would have readily acqufred a correct 
grasp of the general situation which it is impossible for other people to convey to you, and you would have avoided some of the _ 
erroneous impressions which your two last letters bear witness have been formed in your mmd. - · · ' 

* * ,, • .. * • • • * * * 
Re1,lying to your enquiry re Victorian cases, they are made of pine and do not appear to get stained; they are long, 

narrow, and fairly open, but I cannot give exact dimensions, as they arn not"now on the market. 
* * * • * * * * * * • 

With kind regards, &c., 
THOS. B. WALKER. 

I have also another letter from Mcssrs .. E. Jacobs & Son, which is as follows·-
London, 27.th August, 1897. 

J',fessrs. w. D." PEACOC_K & Co., f!ew Wharf, Hobc.rt. 
DEAR srn; 

WE are in receipt of your letter of July 12th, referring to the condition 'of the fruit ex s.s. 11Iassilia and Ballaamt. In : 
the case of the fol'mer boat yon say, "·e " appear to have made the unpardonable blunder of having nearly all the fruit cleared 
away before ha,•ing it examined by-the P. & 0. Co." This is a very remarkable assertion, and one which betrays a curiom, -
Jack of knowledge _of the conditions which prevail here in business matters. Some day or days elapsed from the time that we 
requestecl Oie P. & O. Co. to examine-th,i__c;i,rgo, and the time that they sent a representatfre here for that purpose. The fruit -. 
had been sol<l iu the meantime, and we were obliged to deliver it as b,•st we could, and as quickly as we could. To have done 
otherwise would have thrown our entire business out of gear, and have resulted in a much heavier loss than was already 
sustained. Bad as the condition of the fruit was, it would have been worse, and the apples would have become absolutely 
I"Otlen and worthless, !Jy further delay; and you may be sure that the customers would have refused to take them at all.· . 
l\Ioreover, both from the exigencies of th~ customers' demands, and those of our buainess generally_, we arc obliged to deliver 
goods as soon as possible after we haye sold them. "re cou'.d not conduct our business in any other way. . -

'With regard to the contract as to the refrigerating chau:bers not being carried out, that is a controversial point which has 
been threshed out 'over and over again. We can only refer ;.-ou to· the letter we sent you on October 10th, 1896, in which the 
point is discussed in tofo in all it; bearings. 

As to the difference between the prices of apples in the· Pari·amatta, wherever the apples were frosty or wet it was 
so stated in the account saies. The prices of such apples varied during the season from 2s. to .4s., according to the extent to 
which they were injured. -where a dij,Ihence_ of a shilling per case has occurred in the prices realised for the same brand, it may 
have beeu due to other causes. ,ve frequently received the cargo from the boats in instalments, and sold all that reached us on . 
mm·ket days without waiting for the completion of a particular brand. The ne-..:t market day, when the remaindm• reaches us, 
it·often happens that buyers, having become aware of·the inferiority of a brand they haye previously purchased, bid less for· 
that mark. . 

Your renia•1-k that the fruit" ought not tn have been carted straight from the ship to the Floral Hall, but taken to cool 
stores and carefully gone through," simply suggests an impossibility. You must bear in "inind that ours is a competitive 
business, and 0111· rivals would have their few apples up and sold. The cargo being in a bad condition, when yours were ready 
for sale the buyers would fight shy of them altog·ethor, and yonr last state would be very much w_orse than your first. 

Reverting to the Ballaamt, we enclose you copy of a letter received from the P. and 0. Company, dated 16th Jnne. It 
is illogical ip face of this to blame us in any way as regard~ this steamer. This is the only Jetter· of. the company in which 
they openly admit the "unfortunate condition of a considerable portion of the cargo." As you will see, they lay the entire_ 
blame on the shippers; and advance their reasons for S9 ~oing., )Ve are handing the original letter to Mr. ·walker, which 
he will show to yon when he sees you. 
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The condition of the npples in the Opltir wns very good, nnd runny people purchnsed nppl~s out of this steamer aml 

re-stored them in ~qol chambers, expecting to sell them latet• at higher prices. The experiment, however, was n distinct 
failure, ns not only had somo of the apples gone off, but tho pt-ices. realised for the Jot were much lower to those originally 
given for theni. · This dispose;; therefore of the question o~ taking shipments out of tho cool chambers of the steamer and 
put.ting them in cool st01·age)10re, · 

In conclusion, we can ·only a,;sure you that our experience of this business and of this market is not of yesterday. "'o 
{lllj.im to kJ;J,ow evefr whit as i:irnch as 0cnyo118 ; we know what to do, .when to do it, and how it should be done. Tho results of 
our experience and our best effor.ts aro always expen:l.ecl on your behalf, but if the goods are very bad it is not in onr powet• to 
perform miracles and make tlwm better. · 

Yours truly, 
EDWARD JACOBS & SONS. 

603. In vom· letter it is stated that if·the fruit cou!tl be landed in London in a sound condition there 
would be no doubt about remunerative prices being given for it? No, I don't think there can be anJ 
doubt about that. 

604. You have, I believe, made a proposal, or you are prepared to make a proposal, whereby 
I'efrigeration can be made more perfect? Yes ; we have a system, and have applied for a patent. 

605. Do you think the mail corn panics will .accept it? If we find the fruit, as we are willing to do, 
I think they will be prepared to fit up two of their largest·carriers on tl1is system. We are prepared to fit 
up one to carry 20,000 cases~any P. & 0. or Orient boat will do. • Our plans have gone through the hands 
of the best scientific engineers, and they say tl1e system will be successful, and that it is the only way of.carryillg 
fruit ~afely. Mr. Wright and I have discussed the method shown in his model, but after the experience of 
a shipment to Vancouver I am afraid it is not likely to succeed. Yot1 remember that last season we sent 
1000 cases of apples which were to be carried iD: a ventilated chamber ; I will read you the letters in 
reference to them·: one is fi·om the Government Inspector at Vancou_ver, who says :-

,lICSSl'S. w. D. PEACOCK & Co., Hobtn-f, Tasmania. 
Vtmco1wal", B.C., May 8, 1897. 

DEAR SIRS, 
I A;>;r in 1·ereipt of your valued favom•s of the 1st and 2nd ultimo, enclosing specificatiom and documents for 70G cases 

.apples for Vnnconvel' and 245 casei; fol' Victoria. 
I am yery sorry to report that the appl<ls arrived in vel'y bad order; they appeal' to be completely steamed and cooked. 

I thought, at first, it might be from.bad ventilation in the ship, bnt from the Captllin's explanation I can scarcely think it was 
caused by that. He says they wore in precisely the same chamber that he brought apples a yca1• ago, and that they came in the 
cSame steamer (Tambo) to Sydney, and the Captain thinks it Is due to the season 01· the condition of the apple when it was 
shipped, or from natural. causes. The 119 cases Crows Eggs were a total loss; I was not able to sayo one box. I think I will 
lose about 50 per cent. of the Pem·mains. 'fhe Sturmer Pippins are nearly all good, and the whole average will, I think, be 
fnlly 40 per cent. I have already lost 254 case.s out of the 706, and they haYe not repackeq them n~m•ly all yet. I refused to 
pay the freight on them, but the C.P.R. would not deliver any 11ortiun of tho consignment until the whole amount of freight 
was paid, and anyway, they said the freight was guaranteed, and they did not care whether I paid tho froigl1t or not; and in 
-case I did not pay it the;>: would, of course, come back to yon for it, so·there was no other way, and I cnnld not get the Sturmer 
Pippins and what fow sonnd ones there were without paying the freight on tho whole. I am promised by the. Customs a refund 
-of 75 per cent. on the duty of all the bad ones, but I have had to pay full duty here iTl the meantime, and they have gone to 
·O.ttawa. I daresay it will be several montµs before I receive thr. rebate.. . 

Since writing the above the Fruit Inspector has. been in wi.1, his repClrt, and I enclose hflrcwith a copy of the same. He 
has 11lso made an elaborate report to the Hon. Wm. l\Ioore, Sect·, tary for Tasmania, which yoti could no doubt see by calling at 
that office. _. 

·. I also em;lose copy of a letter from Captain Hay, of the S.S. 1lliowera, in which you will sec he takes a very different Yiew 
-of the question. 

· Yours &c.. ' 
J. E. CHIPJ\IAN. 

I'have also the Captain's report on thi~ lette1'., which is as follows:-

Canadian-Australian Steamship Line, HUDDART PARKER & Co., Ltd., :Alanagiiig Agents, 

J. E. CIIIl'JLlx, E.•q., Vancouver, B.C. 
Va11co1wer, 7th 1llay, 1897. 

DEAR SrR, 
I NOTE this (the Fruit Inspector's report), but at the same time cannot a!!ree with him in this matter of 1·entilatio11. I 

.ask you to remind this gentleman that there are two large door~, one on fo;e end an\! one on side of this chamber, about 
0 ft. x 4ft. each, besides nn air-shaft with a down-dmft and up-take accelerated by electric fan. Canvas wind-sails were nsecl 
tJ1ro11ghout this voyagll, led throngh these doo1:ways, and with u ship steaming some 13 knots honrly against a head wind, I 
.sliould sa~• there was a very adequate ventilation. Frnit Cl)ses were all stowed pigeon-hole fashion to as~ist ventilation, nncl I 
am assured that anyone with a knowledge of shipping will fully endorse what I s~y. I have to poit,t-out to you that just 
12 months ago I car1·ierl to this p01·t from Sydney a larger consignment of Tas!lla!}ian apples, which were landed in perfect 

· c<inclilion. '!'hose apples were brought from Tasmania by the rnme l!oat which brought thi8 lot, and were carried on this 
cShip to B.C. nuder exactly tho same conditions of stowag,e a_nd 1·flntilution, aml exactly the same conditions of voyage. 

I therefore beg to say that the apples could not have been of the same variety as last year, ancl that the cause. must be 
looked for in the apple itself. · 

Does it not appea1· to yon that since a portion went bad, that this portion had s~arcely been in tho right condition fot· 
.shipment, while the others which were in right condition came throug-h the voyage all right? 

I cannot Fee my way to accept the statement that they "are completely steamed and cooked," bc,lieving that theit· tailure 
must be due to naturnl cau!es. · 

Yours faitl\fully, 
CHAS. W~I. HAY, Commonder R.J.ll.S. :Aliou:cra. 

606. Well, from your expE)rieuce are you not of opinion that the greatest damage to the fruit in the 
mail boats is caused by cold? Not by frost, primarily. The air is brought in at a t~mperature of 32°, 
=and in the hold it comes into contact with a current of warm fresh air;. the effect is tQ precipitate moisture 
which comes down as water on to the eases belo_w it.. Again, the cases nearest. the i11let get cold first, and 
the cases further away get too hot. Of course they work by thermometer, which may show that the 
.te_mperature is 52°, hut that only shows the main result, not the temperature over the whole ship. 

607. Then, in your opinion the only successful method of improved carriage to London is that yon 
have suggested to the mail companies? Well, that is the method we are trying, and we think it will land 
fruit with success. I have a plan here which l can show the Committee; I think it is a method which 
-commends itself to common sense. • 

GOS. Will your plan increase the freight on fruit; or decrease it? lt should decrease it, but we wa~t 
to_ demonstrate the plan first. Instead of leavi_ng aHey,ways, ,ve p1:opose to stow the cases close up, and we 
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propose to take in cool air.at a uniform temperature throughout. In the Red Sea we sl1ould liave to meet 
a temperature of 100°. 

609. Not always; not in the months of March and April. There is a chart showing· the average 
temperature for the whole of the routes, and the average in tlie Red Sea during those months is about 74°. 
These are the whole of the temperatures taken right i·ound-that would he on deck, I suppose? 

610. I dorr't know; I suppose it would be oil deck. I see it reaches a maximum of 83°. Mr. Suther
land, the Victorian scientist, writes on the matter, and lie says we can g.:;t 32° in a solid chamber with hollow 
walls under the brine system. . 

611. Oh, we heed not deal with that, we can deal with that when it comes before us. In reference to 
your plan, should tlte mail companies accept it, ,viii 'it inte1-fere at all with the present refrigerating 
chambers ? Oh no, they can still carry butter, meat, or anything else in the chambers. There will not be 
the slightest interference. They would not have given the information they have given to our engineers 
if they did not think they could accept it. . 

612. Do you believe in having a trial shipment of fruit on the principle of the induction of air, and the 
fan system of taking out the _foul air on the other side? Not without cooling and drying the air. The· 
heat in the tropics is· hntnid, and we propose to cool and dry the air. 

613. How wonld it act if fruit were carried home on deck in small quantities? It would have to be 
in small quantities. You can carry one case very easily almost anywhere, but if you have got a lot of cases 
of apples together it is a very different thing. - · 

614. 'l'hen, you are of opinion that an experiment would not be successfol on the principle of the 
induction of atmospheric air-that is, pure air taken in and the foul air taken out-without cooling? It · 
is possible that a small quantity of apples might be carried successfully, but the fruit would ripen and its 
value would be discounted very seriously. In one case where the Cuzco carried fruit in that way it turned 
out very badly. It was carried in the steerage part of the vessel. · 

615. I want you to understand : a ship going through the water will send air through the ventilators, 
but if it lrnppens to be a strong fair wind, that is counteracted by the windsails the other way, and you 
don't get such a free circulation as if the air were drawn in by fans, are you not of opinion that with a fan 
drawing in atmospheric air, that it becomes much cooler at the bottom than when it comes in at the top of 
the ventilator? I can't say, and I don't know why it should be. The tendency on board steamships is for 
the air at the bottom of the vessel to get hotter than it is, say, in the centre of the ship. Air in motion has 
a cooler effect, you know. 

616. ·what is your opinion as to an alteration in the business of the Agency-General in London ? 
"\Vell, we only argue that from one standpoint, our own trade. 'l'he growers, as ~onsignors, are practically 
out of the London fruit trade. We have, say,- 60,000 cases to ship, 59,000 of them will be our own 
property as principals. In relation to the London fruit trade the grnwers do not exist, as far as we are 
concerned. We prefer to do om· own business as we have done hitherto. . · 

617. Then, your opinion is tliat there is no occasion for a commercial agent? As far as we are con
cerned there is no necessity for it ; we liave our ow11 men.· When the Victorian agent went home he said 
"the Govemment can do nothiiig here ; the work must be done at the other end.". I believe the people in 
London are honest. Such firms as E. Jacobs & Sons and others admit that they cannot perform miracles .. 
We have their.invoices in hand to look at, and if we were not satisfied. we would not go on. 

618. What is the point, then, looking at it from your standpoint, in which the Government could help• 
the exporters of fmit, say as far as you are concerned? For the present time I should say·leave if alone·· 
until we see what answer we can get from the mail companies to ·our proposition. We are not bound to do 
anything till December. We want to help the trade if we can he! p it, but we would not force them, 01· 

they will not con~ider our proposals. 
619. Then, the Government could not help you at all? They might help with an advance up to, say, 

6s. a case, which might or might not be used according to circumstances. 
620. Then you, with the other shippers.by the mail boats, do you consider your contract is broken, or do 

you consider it still intact? Oh, it has two years to go. When we put the system of carriage before the 
mail companies they said that all has been done that could be clone. When we say they have hot suitable 
chambers th,ay say they have done aU that the svstem will permit, but if we can suggest a better system 
they will consider it. . · • 

621. 'I'hen, it is under consideration whether your co!ltract is broken or not, and it is not finally decided 
yet? Our position is this: we don't think, under the conditions of confract, they can compel us to fill the 
boats. Of course, if ,ve went to other companies then they would talk to us. If fruit can be carried 
successfully we can do it, for we have all the plans ready. · 

622. Then, if the Govemment could bring in outside boats, it is not at all probable that.our large frnit 
shippers would be free to help the Government? That is a matter we should have to remit to the mail· 
companies themselves ; it would depend on the circumstances of the case. 

623. JJy JJ!Ir. lFaollnrn_qh.-RegardinO' the bushel case, and with a view to the circulation of air,. 
would it be better if it were made the same ~s- used for oranges, with a space between the wood on the 
sides? \Ve make our cases in that wa v now. ,v e leave about half an inch in each case from the cover to• 
the bottom. Our cases are thoroughly' ventilated. 

624. That is not the case with all shippers, is it? It is in all the cases we ship, and it ·is so with aU 
fruit sent by shippers. There are some growers who cling to the old system of making the wood close. 

625. You are acquainted with the way in which they dispose of frnit in England? Yes. 
626. Can you teJJ us as to the business for the north of England-how is that business done? Well,, 

the nort.hern men generally employ buyers in London, and pay them 3d. a case for buying for them. 
627. And they buy by auction? Yes, by public auction. 
628. The same as any other man? Yes, as any other man would buy. 
629. Do you deal directly with the five or six men who rule Covent Garden Market and sell the fruit ?' 

Yes, we deal with them directly. 
630. Occasionally you will notice in your returns, "one case bad," or "one case half damaged," and 

so forth : therefore, the inference is that they have some means of ascertaining what cases are damaged--:--
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how do they know? Well, they have the cases before them, and they_ put wet cases aside, and sell them 
afterwards. Though the cases be wet, the wet may" not injure the apples much. 1'.hey sell those cases 
afterwards, some as sound, anrl others with a_ll fal!lts. 

631. 'l'hen, they frequently say to th~ purchaser such nnd such a caae is bad""-'.tliey do not depend on the 
word of the man to whom they sold it? In many cases damaged fruit is returned to .them. The buyers 
bring back the !'Otten fruit and shoot it out in front of them on the steps. . 

. 632. They can't examine ·all the cases themselves? No; they would not have time in dealing with a 
large cargo to examine the whole. · 
. 633. Are you of opinion that the pl'esent mail boats' 1·efrigeration of meat system is essential to the 

preservation of fruit? No, frozen air should not be used-we hope to get out of that system. 
634. Jt is not essential, and is sometimes hurtful? It is always hurtfnl. It is all right for meat; but 

we want cool fresh air.· The Tasmanian Agent-General said that in his Report. Refrigeration may be . 
necessary to cool that air . 
. · 635 .. Have the mail companies' been approached and asked to modify their system to suit the fruit? 

Oh yes, we have discussed it over and ove1· again, and they are always anxious to improve the system. _ 
636. Then, they· are not hostile to the introduction of new methods? By no means-they are always 

anxious to do anything to carry the fruit well. 
637. But any scheme proposed should be additional to the present system; they need the present 

system for meat? 'Yes, they need the present system for meat._ 
638. Then, any new system would really be to get rid of the evils connected with the present refriger-

ation system ? , Yes. . 
639. Do you think that could be done more easily by a systeni suited for apples alone-a system that 

would not be necessary for meat? You are suggesting that the system should be different for meat-is 
what you propoi!e additional to the refrigeration system? Not exactly additional, although it is nn addition. 
to tliat system which would enable them to carry a part cargo of ·meat and part cargo of apples. They 
can't do that now. If they have meat in the vessel they must use frozen air, and we don't want it. We 
propose a system by which they can freeze the meat in one part of the vessel and yet give us cool air for 
the apples in the other. 

640. Have you considered the question of having a better system quite different altogether from the -
present? I don't think it would do, on account of the regularity of the mail service. If they can do the · 
work and giv:e satisfactory carriage, which, I think, they ran by weekly steamers, the mail service is the __ 
best. As to whether they could reduce the rates more than they have done is a questio11. 

641. I assume it would be acceptable if we could have regularity and l<;>wer rates combined? Oh, 
of course, if we could have· regularity and lower rates it would be better. 

642. By 1lfr. Mc Williams.-How long, at present, has the export of ar,ples been going on from 
Tasmania to England? Since the date of the International Exhibition-I don t remember the time_. 

643. Nine or ten years? Oh, quite that. 
644. What is the condition of the trade at tl1•J present moment? Well, the trade this year has 

received a severe check. Those· who sent" fruit are lo;Jrs. They bought the fruit from the growers and 
paid good prices for it,. and they lost a good deal of money over it. · 

645. Do you consider after eleven years' experience that the system adopted has been successful ? 
No, I don't, b11t we have got to the bottom of the cause as we never did before, and we kno,v how to 
remedy the evils. 

_ 646. With eleven years' experience, and having· seen the disastrous results, yet you recommend that 
nothing should be done? No, I would not recommend that, or I should not have spent money in preparing 
plans for an alteration of the system. 

647. Have the mail companies ever tried to adopt your suggestions? Yes, they have accepted all 
that has been suggested practically. _ They put in exhaust fans, they put battens between every box to 
allow a current of air to pass, they covered up all spots likely to be affected by wet with tarpaulins. They 
liave done all they could. · 

648. And yet, with all that, the fruit has been carried worse than at any other time? No; I don't say 
worse, but quite as bad. · 

649. Do you think the mail companies make the fruit trade subservient to the larger passenger und · 
goods trade ?-has that any effect on the cal'l'iage of fruit? T can't see how it can. When they carry 
apples they don't carry meat. They refuse to take meat carcases when they carry apples. They endeavour 
to carl'y the apples well. Say a vessel is fitted up for the caniage of meat, the engineers have to arrange so as 
to produce only frozen air, and frozen air is the cause of the trouble with fruit. 

650. Do you not think the trouble is due to - the fact of their trying to adapt to the fruit tracl~ 
appliances prepared for an entirely different trade? There is no doubt about it. They try to adapt their 
-appliances to a work for which they are not suited. 

651. Speaking from the present standpoint, would it assist the _producers if the Government would 
endeavour to enter into a contract with a company to carry fruit home by offering a guarantee of freight? · 
That would require them to 1:isk having the fruit. There is the position. When a ve3sel leaves here we 
have perhaps not more than 150,000 cases of good fruit. It is not in the country, and we have to 
scrape it up. Every case we can get we buy. ·we paid at the H uon 2s. 6d. a case for fl'uit. We said, 
"' Take the cases to the orchard; take the boxes under the trees and fill them, and there are your half
crowns." If we got it home for 2s. 3d. freight, what effect would it have in Tasmania? Victoria has 
cheaper fruit than we have; South Australia the same. I bought splendid apples in South Australia at 
2s. 3d. the bushel case. If we get cheaper frei<Tht the effect will be to run the trade into the hands of the· 
Victorian and Sou1h Australian producers_; we 

0

have not enou<Th fruit here. 
652. If they can pl'Oduce cheaper the higher we make the

0
freights the better their chances, is it not? 

No, as it is now-we get the tonnage, don't you see? ·'fhey have a Government-bonus of say a shilling a 
case; well, if they get 2s. 3d. fur fruit with the Government bonus, they simply get all the benefit the1:e is 
in it. 
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653. Then, you think it would be to the detriment of Tasmanian producers to reduce freight? It 

would all depend on the amount of tonnage put on. Suppose you said there was tonnage for 200,000 cases 
of apples, we would say we don't want any at all, because that would mean a reduction in the value of 
apples in London, and it would be useless to put anything into it. 

654. You think that the commercial agency in London would be of no value at all? It would be of 
no use to us. 

655. You know, of course, what Mr. Sinclair has done for Victoria: would it not be possible for an 
agricultural agent for Tasmania to do the same? In what way has Mr. Sinclair done so much for 
Victo1-ia? 

656. Why, by :finding a market for the people : is it not so? The fruit is sent there to the agents 
now, just as ours is. 

657. W eU, but has he not open~d up markets for it in different parts of England? Then, why does 
the Victorian Agent-General in London advise the Government that an agent can do nothing for them, 
and that attention must be given to the business at this end ? · 

658. Then you think the best thing we can do for the industry is to let it alone? Well, I don't like 
to put it that way. That would seem that I am opposed to reform. I can simply say that 95 per cent. of 
the fruit is now bought out and out from the fruit grower, and the money is paid in cash. By concentra
tion w~ have tried to put the fruit on the market in a better state. We take the fruit as it comes, and grade 
it and classify it, and put our own name on it. Buyers will not give the same price for a lot of small lots 
as for frµit properly put up and graded. If it is possible to go on with the business, for our own sakes and 
the good of the country we will try to go on, but if we can't, then the fruit will have to go from the 
growers. If they like to put their fruit into experiments of this kind let them do it. If the Govemment, 
would st;md by them and say they would pay for tlie freight, and if the fruit did not go wrong·, then it 

· would be all right. 
659. Do you think there would be any risk to the producer if the Government guaranteed the freight ? 

Only the loss of the fruit, the same as it is this year. Take the case of the Ballaarat. It is a question if 
her cargo cleared the freight. 

660. Would they not be in a safer position than you. The result would be that Government would 
guarantee the freight, and they risk the fruit. At present you risk the freight ancl the fruit too? The 
grower would not feel less liable than at present, as if there was a loss now we should have to pay it frc,m 
our money. _ 

661. Do you think there would be any risk to the Government in guaranteeing the freight? I don't 
think so. 

662. You think that 'in almost every case the fruit would realise the freight? Yes, in the majority of 
cases. 

663. By .Llfr. Smitl1.-VVould the guarantee of. freight add to the profit of the producer? Yes, if 
the agents at the other end did not take advantage of it. Some people think they <lo. They know what we, 
pay. We formerly paid 4s. 9d. a case, and the results were better than under a 3s. 6d. freight. 

66_4. How do you account for that ? The importer of an article has means of doing it. Then at the 
time of which I speak the competition from .America was very great. _ 

llfr. Peacock here submitted plans of his proposed system, and explained them to the Committee. 
Under it a system of copper tubes brings down air from t!Je deck, which is cooled in its passage through. the 
tubes. 

665. By tl,e Ohairman.-H.ow long <lo you think it will take to cool the hold? Well, if 40,000·. 
cubic feet, by our plan we can cool the hold three times in 24 hours. It would t~ke a ten-ton ice machine· 
to do that, but we cool from the i;tart. The engineers have all our plans and data. Those who have tbe 
matter in hand say that the plan will be entirely successful. 

M1·. Peacock withdrew. , 
The Committee adjourned until ] l o'clock next day. 
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