Mr GIBRSON (Denison) -7 It is with some plcasure that | am here responding to the
Governor's opening addréss. It is a plcasure for two rcasons.

Firstly, | belicve service to onc's State or country is onc of the greatest honours
he can achicve. We arc given the responsibility for directing and coordinating the activitics
ol this State. -Wc arc responsible for the welfare and development of the aged, the youth,
the infirm, those who arc working - or those who arc trying to - and this great trust
is given to us by the people for a period of three or four ycars. Another point often
forgotten by governments is that while they may be clected by only 50 per cent of the
population - or even by only 34 per cent - they must represent the total population.

The sccond rcason for my pleasure in this speech is that on complction of it | {ccl
I will bc able to contribute much more fully in this House and also assist in allowing the
constitucnts of my clectorate to be more fully aware of what is going on.

In the short timc that 1 have been in the House | have been asked how 1 think | will
fill the shoes of the former member for Denison, Mr Bennett. If we look at his carcer
in parliament from the time he was clected in 1986, what he initiated as Attorney-General
is fTormidable. It includes initiatives in such diverse arcas as children in courts, videco
interviewing, improvements to the court system and many others in the arcas of sport
and rccrecation and land, parks and wildlifce. Some legislation which he initiated incidentally
has been supported and carricd on by the current Government. The former mcimber is
also a- character whose humour and outgoing naturc will be missed, particularly by some
mecmbers on the other side of the House. | owe the former member a debt of gratitude
for giving mc the opportunity to sit in this House and make my own contribution.

What qualities or skills do I bring to this position? The wmember for  Denison,
Mrs Jackson - who is not present at the moment - would. have ‘been awarce of this had
I not been clected as | had applicd for some of the jobs she talked about this morning.
Unfortunately [ do not think my chances would have been all that good, cven though 1
do comce from interstate.  Whilst | have extensive skills in many managerial arcas, a quality
which [ belicve | have which will assist inc greatly is that of caring for people. This
quality can howcver be a disadvantage unless one recalises that this care for a person
or a group ol pcople should be tempered with consideration of its cffcct on - and whether
it will hurt or disadvantage - the majority of the population.

I will now outline somec of the arcas ol concern with which | will involve mysclfl in
my time in parliament, in addition to thosc of my spokesman responsibilitics.  The first
is decar to the hearts of somec of the members on the other side of the House - it is bicycles.
This is probably the casicst matter to discuss. | believe bicycles arce greatly under-utilised
in this city and in this .State as a mcans of transport. The topography of Hobart is such
that morc cxtensive use of bicycles could be made. Why is it not?

Only one child in my son's class rides to school. 1| remember that when | was quite
a bit younger two-thirds of the class rode to school.

Why is it that thc children do not ride to school at the moment? [t is not because
of frce bus travel. The main recason is the dangcrous naturc of riding on Tasmanian roads,
and there arc two arcas in which this can be improved. The [irst is the greater development
of cycicways. This could cven be to the cxtent of a lanc on the side of the main road
on dircct transport routes, with signposting to advise motorists of bicycles in the arca
and also to keep them out of the bicycie lanc.

The sccond problem relates to the cducation of drivers. For two ycars whilst 1 was
in Sydnecy I rode to work - a distance of some 11 to 12 kilometres - in traffic which was
three to four lancs wide, travelling at 80 to 90 kilometres per hour and not once in that
two years did | have what | could call a close shave. If onc goes for a ride in Hobart
on Brooker Avenue he will probably usc up three of his nine lives just travelling to the
roundabout ncar the showground. The problem is that drivers do not consider bicycles.
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A further problemy in relation to bicycles as a means of transport is secure storage
at destination. Here at Parliament House we have had a new bicycle rack. put in and,
to the sorrow of some of the stalf members of people on the other side of the House,
this is not a sccurc method. Not only that, the triangular school-type of bike rack which
has ‘been put up. is not idcal for the bike and can cause damage to the bike itsclf. The
Japancsc and somc CEuropean countrics have cexcellent storage . systems which allow the
bicycle to be hung up; it can.be moved away and. stored in a fairly small arca;.and the
mcember . has -a key to his own little locker in which..the bike is placed. Whilst 1 rcalise
that somc of thesc ‘are council matters | think this Parliament and the State Governrment
could be assisting much more with these initiatives.

‘A point which has been brought up in the past is the usc ol helmets and | certainly
agree that helmets should be compulsory . for bike riders. - The previous Government started
an initiative of a subsidy for children purchasing helmets; the current Government carried
it on, but | believe it has now lapscd.

.

The next important. arca is :training for young riders. - We currently ‘have a system
whereby police and road authorities go into schools and talk to the children about road
safety, but very little is donc in rclation to riding skills. It might come as a surprisc
to somc ol the mcmbers that pecople on bicycles can quite often attain speeds of between
70 and 80 kilometrcs -per hour and a .cotton shirt and trousers. are not much support if .they
come off their bikes. Young children must not only be taught road safety but they must be
taught bike-handling skills. This could occur .in the school environs, even if not during school

timc. .

"The bicyclc has - two advantages, the first being a decrecased use of fossil:. fucl and
the sccond reduced cinissions to -the atmosphere.: Some members. will. realise that ‘motor
vchicles are the -main -causc ol atmospheric pollution. + One has only to live somewhere
like-Sydney or Mclbourne and look at the roads and the atmosphere at the end of a weckend
when one can see much further than he: can. on Friday after cars and vchicles have becn
travelling through the c¢ity, We¢ here are 'indeed fortunate and ‘1 think we.should be:.doing
somcthing now to ensure that this does not happen in the future.

The next point of concern that 1 have .is youth- affairs. [ was 'very. pleased: to -hear
the mcinber for Bass, the Rev. Lance Armstrong, state that youth is our most valuable
resource and on this point T agrece with him wholchecartedly. To use an analogy -that somc
members can relate to, for this resource to grow and provide the greatest return it needs
to be planted into good soil - that is, a strong and stable home life - and provided with
the nutrition to allow the resource to grow and reach its greatest potential.  This alternoon
i am going to deal with only one aspect of this and that is the nutrition for this resource.
Those members who have left their carcers in education might disagree with some of
my idcas but thcy arc based on scventeen ycars' training of youth, dealing with a wide
range of cducational standards and tcaching a wide range of skills; and also on experience
as a flather for twelve years.

The first type of nutrition is cducation. ECach facet of education - whether it be
primary, sccondary, tertiary or technical training - has a different role. Primary cducation
should be designed to teach the basic skills. These include the basics of reading, writing
and arithmetic and also the devclopment of the basic educational concepts. A point that
should not be ignored is the development of physical skills. Basic motor skills should
be cncouraged as these also assist intclicctual lcarning and besides - as the Minister for
Primary Industry rccently lecarnt - it requires some coordination at any time in a person's
life to hold onto a raft and rcach for a paddic in the water while mcembers of his team
arc trying to hold him back.

I belicve sccondary schooling should bc designed to provide the cducational skilis
cither to go on to tertiary education or technical training, or to survive in the outsidc world.
Whilst tertiary and technical training is designed to cquip people for their chosen careers,
too often 1 feel cducationalists pursuc lcarning for lcarning's sake without kecping these
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goals in mind. Whilst it is nccessary to have an emphasis placed on rescarch and development,
this is not the requirciment for the bulk of our students. :

The sccond arca of concern in youth affairs is social development and this is just
as wmportant  as cducation as it contributes to the set of values which controls the rest
of our life. This includes use ol drugs, including alcohol and nicotine; moral values and
relationships with peers and adults.  One - cannot overestimate the value of activities such
as sport, music or hobbics for devclopment of sclf-discipline, coopcration between people,
ability to compromisc to the greatest satisfaction of all and coinmunication skills.

Wec sce here in parfiament the development of some of these communication skills
and, as was previously said by. the Premier, this is an arca in which-we should be contributing
as much as we can to assist the public of Tasmania, not only in lcarning how government
is working but what is going on in the Statc.

The last stage in this development is the range ol jobs and carcers to allow the youth
of Tasmania to gain valuable expericnce and skill which will cnable them to- contribute
to Tasmania's futurc. - .

Like the mcmber “for Denison, Dr Brown, a. number of members on this side of the
House have a concern for the environment. In 1981 | navigated the Franklin: River on
a raft and had cven morc ‘time to ponder its beauty whilst we sat on the side of the river
for- thrce days waiting for thc watcr to go down. | an surc the Minister. for Resources
and Encrgy would appreciate some of that rain now.

In my carcer | have. walked over @ large arca of Australia and 1 belicve we have
onc ol the most beautiful countrics in the world. [t amazes me-when a.number ol Australians
travel overscas cven before they have scen Australia. We in Tasmania are doubly fortunate
in having our cnvironment.  However we must not -lose sight ‘of the fact that we rcquirc
suitable c¢ducation, jobs and a -strong .cconomy for our children to remain here, to cn)oy
Tasmania, and to be able to support and bring up their own rlnldron. :

Mr  Spcaker, this is all | wiII say for thc moment. | appreciate members' courtesy
and | am [ully. awarc that the next time | any on my feet- 1 may not be so fortunate.

Mcmbers - Hear, hoar. . S

l)cbatc udjourncd.
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