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22 July 2024

Mr Scott Hennessy

Parliamentary officer

Secretary, Public Works Commitiee

House of Assembly

Parliament House, Hobart, Tasmania 7000

Dear Scott
Montello Primary School — Public Works Committee request for additional information

| write in relation to the public works hearing for the Major Redevelopment of Montello Primary School, and
subsequentrequestfor additional information received on the Thursday 4 July 2024. | provide the following response
to the specific requests.

1. Is there a higherincidence of injuries on the Montello Primary School site compared fo other similar schools
(i.e. is the incidence at Montello Primary School atypical)? Please provide a comparison.

To provide relative comparison, the Department for Education, Children and Young People (DECYP) - Organisation
Safety Team has compared Montello Primary School's incident data for 2022, 2023 and 2024 against the average
incident data for all Tasmanian primary schools over the same period, as well as three primary schools with similar
socioeconomic and student enrolment characteristics. A comprehensive analysis across the whole school portfolio would
be needed to draw meaningful conclusions around safety at Montello Primary School, however the available data
indicates:

¢ Montello Primary Schoolhad a higher number of reported incidents than the statewide average, and similarly,
more reported incidents involving an injury or iliness than the Statewide average.

¢ Montello Primary Schoolhad higher numbers of reported incidents and reports involving an injury or iliness than
the other three primary schools, and data for these three sites was generally closer to the Statewide average.

There are multiple factors to consider in reviewingincidentdata. A site with more reported incidents or injuries does not
necessarily meanitis a less safe site. A site with a higher number of submitted reports may have a better safety culture
and report incidents more readily or may have more people present.

it should be noted that the proposed works at Montello Primary School will substantially improve the physical
environmentfor all users, including indoor and outdoor connections, and accessibility, and therefore potentially reduce
reported incidents.



2022 2023 2024 (YTD*)
Number of Number of Number of
reported reported reported
Schools Number incidents Number incidents Number incidents
of reported where an of reported | where an of reported | where an
incidents injury or incidents injury or incidents injury or
illness was iliness was illlness was
suffered suffered suffered
Montello Primary 29
School 52 52 (100%) 65 65 (100%) 36 (80.5%)
Fairview Primary 10
School 44 44 (100%) 25 24 (96%) 13 (76.9%)
Glenorchy 48 46 38 37 11 10
Primary School (95.8%) (97.3%) (90.9%)
Devonport o o o
Primary School 5 4 (80%) 7 7 (100%) 5 4 (80.0%)
Average for Tas. 15.0 18.7 9.1
primary schools** 152 (98.7%) Uiy (98.9%) s (80.5%)

* For the period 1 January to 30 June 2024 only.

** Based off annual data for statewide primary schools that submitted at least one incident report.

2. Arethere any injuries pertainingto travel to and from school, and if so can you provide data for the last 3 years?

Injuries thatoccur during travel to and from school are outside the scope of DECYP’s duty of care and as such DECYP
does not collect data in relation to injuries that are incurred during travel to and from school.

3. Please provide the specific capacily of the proposed lift (noting the dimensions were already provided to the
Committee).

The capacity of the proposed passenger lift is 8 people.

4. Please provide the current documentation Department representatives referred to at the hearing which
demonstrates the project design complies with the applicable disability access standards under the National
Construction Code.

A licensed building surveyor's approval of compliance with AS 1428.1:2021 Design for Access and Mobility Part 1:
General requirements for access - New building work, is required for building work to be approved under the National
Construction Code. All ramps, thresholds and doomways thatform part of the building works have been designed to meet
the requirements AS 1428.1:2021. The building surveyor’s assessmentof compliance is currently underway and required
before approval to commence building work is provided.

At the hearing Department representatives tabled an initial Access Diagram showing how the proposed works will
achieve accessibility. Afurther developed Access Diagram is included as Attachment 1, howeveris an illustrationand not
a compliance statement.

5. Please provide 6 copies of each of the A1 size plans that were available in the school hub at the site visit.

The ConceptPlan (Attachment 2) are provided as an attachmentwith this letter and will also be delivered in hard copy.
The Concept Plan reflects the significant improvements that will be provided by redeveloping the Montello Primary
School site including:

» flexible and inclusive learning environments
¢ better connection between learning areas and the outdoors



welcoming spaces

equitable and safe access

observable spaces so all members of the learning community are safe and visible
indoor/outdoor spaces with same level access

The Concept Plan was developed from feedback provided during multiple Community Consultations undertaken in
2021,2022 and 2023. Priority works were identified from this process and used to inform the design process, and the
Concept Plan responds to the feedback gathered from the school community, staff and students.

6. Could you please provide the above in a letter to me, sent via email, with the exception of the A1 size plans.
Could the A1 sized plans be sent addressed to me at Parliament House please?

The plans used at the site visit were AO sized. 6 A3 size copies of the Concept Plan will be delivered to Parliament
House by Monday 22 July 2024 which will reflect the same as the originals and electronic versions are also provided.

T illiams
Director Facility Services

ATTACHMENTS:
Attachment 1 — Site Access Plan
Attachment 2 - Concept Plan
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