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To tlw Honourable tlte Spea!wr and other Members of tlte 
House of .Assembly. 

The ,Petition of the undersigned, the Chairman and other Members of the River Clyde Trust, 

HUMBLY SHOWE'l'H: 

THAT the River Clyde is fed by the waters of Lake Sorell and Lake Crescent. 

~o.i~.,- That any diminution of the quantity of water flowing from Lake Sorell into Lake Crescent, 
and thence into the River Clyde, would be highly injurious to the interests of the inhabitants of the 
Districts of Bothwell and Hamilton, who are dependent upon that river for milling, irrigation-, 
domestic, and other purposes, and that if such a diminution were the consequence of acts which 
could not have been done l:)XCept under an autho1·ity conferred by the- Legislature, then such acts 
would be virtually a confiscation by Parliament of rights attached to property. 

That a Bill is now before your Honourable Honse which contains a clause providing that, 
notwithstanding anything contained in "The River Clyde Act," it shall be lawful for the Trustees 
of the Midland vVater District to divert the waters of Lake Sorell in order to provide water for 
irrigation and fi:ir domestic and other purposes in the Midland \,Yater District. 

That, i11 the opinion of your Petitioners, the proviso at the end of this clause, which is in the 
following words-" Provided that the flow of water of the River Clyde, or of any clrnin, sluice, or 
channel, constructed under the provisio.vs of 'The River Clyde Act,' is not diminished or affected 
by any such works"-does not sufficiently and adequately conserve the rights of the people of the 
Districts of Bothwell and Hamilton, and ensure to them the continuance of such a supply of water 
as they have hitherto enjoyed in ordinary years. 

That, owing to the long-continued drought, the quantity of water in the River Clyde has been 
for many months past, and still is, much below the aver11g·e, and mills have in consequence had to 
cease wqrking, and much other inconvenience rtnd loss has been occasioned. 

That, if the Bill be~ornes law, and the Midland Water District Trnstees construct works at 
Lake Sorell and divert the waters of that lake, they would under this proviso be free from all · 
liability, and the diversion i;vonlcl be excused if they could prove that the flow of water in the Clyde 
was not lower than it was at the time of the passing· of their Act, although by reason of such 
diversion the flow of water in the Clyde might be very much lflss than it had been in ordinary 
years, and than it would have been if the \vater of Lake Sorell had not been diverted. 

That the River Clyde Trustees have, unde1· the authority of " The River Clyde Act," erected 
a dam at the point where the Clyde flows out of Lake Crescent, and the height of such clam shows 
what was the level of water in that lake which the 'frustees considered that it was desirable to 
maintain in order to provide· adequately for the requirements of the inhabitants of the Distric~s of 
Bothwell and Hamilton, and your Petitioners respectfully contend that if the Midland ~ ater 
District Trustees are authorised to divert water from Lake Sorell, it should be only upon conditio,n · 
that the level of the water in Lake Crescent shall not be reduced below the level of the ton of 
such dam. · -
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Your Petitioners are further of opinion that the clause in the said Bill, which deprives a 
person wh!J has succeeded in an action against the Midland '\Vater District ,Trustees of his costs 
unless he shall obtain a special certificate, is objectionable, as they submit that no special privilege 
should be conferred on any class of unsuccessful defendants. 

Your Petitioners therefore lnqnbly pray that your Honourable Honse will not pass the said 
Bill unless it shall have been amended in the directions pointed out in this Petition. 

And your Petitioners will ever pray. 

E. NICHOLAS, Chairman of the Trust. 
E.L. AHCHER, ) 
H. F. CHAMBERLEN,t, 
A. A. REID, . Trustees. 

J. D. ·woon, ~ . 

WILLIAM GRAHAllIE, 
OOVERN~IENT PRINTER, TASMANIA. 


