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SELECT COMMITTEE appointed, on the J8tli day 'oJ November, 1897, to
consider anif, report upon '' The Tasmanian Central and West Coast Railway 
Bill, 1897," ( Private). 

MEMBERS OF THE COM~IITTEE. 
MR. ARCH 1rn. 
"MR. HARTNOLL. 
MR. Du11rARESQ. 

, MR. BURKE. 

DAYS OF MEE'rlNG. 

MR. LEWIS. 
M11. PAGE. 
MR. HALL. 
MR. FOWLER. 

Friday, November 26; Monday, November 29; Friday, December 3; Wednesday, December 15. 

WITNESSES EXAMINED. 
Mr. Edward Henry HeazlAwood; Mr. W. H. D. Archer; Mr. Charles Barnes Grubb; Mr. Charles Youl; Mr~ 

George Edward Harrap; Mr. Robert Joseph ·Archer; Mr. R. P. Furmage; Mr. Arthur Hinman;; Mr. 
Joseph Wills; Mr. G. T. M.cKinlay; Mr. P. H. Parsons; Mr. Harry White; Mr. Francis William Hales; 
Mr. J. T. McDonald. 

REPORT. 
THE Select Committee appointed to consider "The. Tasmanian Central and West Coast Railway
Bill" has the honour to report that it has taken a large amount of evidence in support of the· 
allegations contained in the Preamble of the said Bill. 

Your Committee regrets that the time at its disposal has be"en insufficient to enable it take· 
all the requisite evidence, and to determine whether the Preamble has been proved by the 
Promoters. 

The Committee submits to the House for its information the evid~nce already taken, with the'.. 
Minutes of Proceedings. 

Committee Room, House of .Assembly, 
15th December, 1897. 

ALEX. R. FOWLER, Chairman. 

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS. 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 26, . 1897. 
Members present-Mr. Fowler, Mr. Hartnoll, Mr. Burke, Mr. Dumaresq, Mr._Page, Mr. Hall. 
The Order of the House appointing the Committee was read by the Clerk. 
Mr. Fowler was appointed Chaii:man for to-day's sitting. 
The Chairman laid upon the Table the petition asking for leave to bring in the .Bill. (Appendix A.) 
The Chairman also laid upon the Table a petition from Mr. R. J. Sadler against the Bill. (Appendix B.) 
Ordered, That the promoters be heard by Counsel. 
Ordered, That the petitioner against the Bill be heard by Counsel. 
The Committee adjourned, to meet at the Ministerial Room, Public Buildings, Launceston, on Monday, 29th, 

instant, at 11 o'clock. -
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MONDAY, NOVEMBER 29, 1897. 

The Committee met in the Ministerial Room, Laun_cestqn, at 11 A.M. 

P1·esent-Mr. Fowler, Mr. Lewis, Mr. Hartnoll,'a:nd Mr. Archer. 
Mr. Fowler was appointed Cb.airm~n of the Comri:J.itt_ee. 
The Minutes of the last meetil)g w:ei:e read and co~ffrmed, : 
Resolved, That in the, opinion of this Committee it .is contrary to t.he practice of the Hou~e of Assembly that 

the partner of a Member of the Ho.use should appear before ·the Committee, but, in view of the fact that members of 
the Committee and witnesses have attende'd in Launceston- ·this morning at some expense and inconvenience, it is 
decided to a}low Mr. Crof_t to appear for Mr. Sadl(lr at tocday'~ sitting ; but at any future meeting of this Committee 
no partner of a Member shall app(la1: for- either" party: as Counsel. · 

Ordered, That all evidence be ·given in accordance with the provisions of "The Parliamentary Declarations 
Act," (35 Viet. N:o. 11 ). · 

Mr. Hobkirk (Messrs. M_a1:tin· and H_obkirk) appeared as Counsel on behalf of the promoters, and Mr. Croft 
(Messrs. Clarke and Croft), on behalf of the petitioners against the Bill. · 

Counsel intimated that it was their intent.ion to address the Committee ,vhen the evidence had been disposed of. 
The Committee then proceeded to take evidence. . 
Mr. Edward Henry 1-1:eazle.,vooq w,as cal_led, a,nd hav,i_ng rn.ade the Parliamentary declaration, was examined. 
Mr: Heazlewoocl withdrew.- ·· · · ' · 
Mr. W. H. :t). ArchE)r ,vas called, and having made the P11,rliamentary declaration, was examiner!. 
Mr. Archer withdrew. · · · 
Mr. Charles Barnes Grubb was called, and having made the Parliamentary declaratipn, was examined. 
Mr. Grubb withdrew. · ' · 
Mr. Charles You! was called, and having·made the Parliarnentary·declaration, was examined. 
Mr. Youl withdrew. 
Mr. George· Edward Harrap 'Yas called, and having mad:i t1ie Parliamentary declaration, was examined. 
Mr. Harrap withdrew. · · · 
Mr. Robert Joseph Archer was called, and having made the Parliamentary declaration, was· exa.mined. 
Mr. Archer withdrew. · 
Mr. R. P. Furmage was called, and· having made the- Parliamentary declaratio~, was examin~d. 
Mr. Furmage withdrew: · 
At l · 12 P. lll. the Committee adjourned till. 2:.30. l!,l\I. . 

The Committee met again at 2·30 P.llf. 

Present-Mr. Fowler (Chairman), Mr. Page, Mr. Archer, Mr. Hartnoll, and Mr. Lewis. 
Mr. Furmage was further examined. . , 
Mr. Furmage withdrew. 
Mr. Arthur Hinman was called, and having made the Parliamentary declaration, was examined. 
Mr. Hinman withdrew. . 
Mr. Joseph Wills was called, and having made the Parliamentary declaration, was examined. 
Mr. Wills withdrew. . • 
Mr. G. T. M'Kinlay was calle_d, and having made the Pa!'liamentary declaration, was examined. 
:;\fr. l\I'Kinlay. withdrew. 
Mr-. P: H-: Par~ons·was called; and having made the Pa!·liament!lry declaration, wa~-examined: 
l\fr. Parsons withdrew: · · · ·· · . · · 
Mr. Harry White was called, and having made the Parliamentary declaration, was examined. 
Mr. White withd1·ew. 
Mr. Francis William Hales was called; and· having made the Parliamentary-declaration, was examined. 
Mr:Hales withdrew. 
Mr. J. T. ·McDonald was called, and having made the Parliamentary declaration, was examined. 
Mr. McDonald withdrew. · ' · 
At~· 30 P.~r:_ the Com,n1ittee adjourned .sine die. 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 3, 1897. 
Th~ Co_mwittee metin_tlw ro_om.Qf.the Chairman.ofCommittees,,House of Assembly, at 11 A,M. • 
Pi·esent-Mr. Fowler (Chairman), Mr. Dumaresq, Mr: Archer, Mr .. Hartnoll, Mr, Page, and Mr .. Lewis. 
'rhe Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. · 
Mr. S. P. Crisp (Simmons, Crisp, and Simmons) appeared on behalf of the promoters. · 
Mr. Crisp handed in a letter from Donald Norman Cameron, dated the 2nd instant, and addressed to Messrs. 

·Qrulil;>,- Youl,.Bu,rclay, Gunn, l:lo,ur~r, ap,d ~ardley-Wilmot, resigning his trusteeship as. one of the .promoters-_of the 
Tasmanian Central and West Coast Railway Bill, and requesting that his name be withd_rawn. from the Bill. 

Resolved, That the letter be received .. 
M-r. Crisp asked- that •effect-he given to the request contained in the letter. 
Mr. S. J. Sutton was called in for examination, but upon a protest. being_.laid before the Committee on .behulf 

-of Mr. R. J. Sadler, Oil the ground that he had not received notice of tlie· meeting, the examination of Mr. Sutton 
was not proceeded with. · ·. 

At 11 · 55 A.11r. the Committee_ agj9~m_l,)g __ sirie. d.ie .. 

WEDNESDAY, DECE:.\'IBER 15, 1897. 
The Committee met at 10·30 A.:i.r. . 
Present-Mr. Fowler (Chairman J, Mr. Burke,_ Mr. Dumaresq, ,Mr. Hartnoll, and Mr. Lewis. 
The Minutes. of:..last-meetjng wern read:•and •confirmed.- · · . · · 

' Resolved, That it is not desirable that-Counsels' addr~ss_es (or and 'ag_ainst·the 'Ilill be included in the· i\'.Iin~tes of 
the proceedings of this Committee. · · · · · · · · · · · · ' · . 

Resolved, That,tl~e right-to--produce.f'urthe1• eviden·ce, and·-to address, t!1e .Cm:µmittee by:Gounsel in_ some· future 
session, be resevv;e_di.to the::proinoters and .the•. petitioner agairist the :Bill:.' · . · : . . . 

Resolved, That the limited t.ime at the disposal of the ()nmipit~e~ ·npt' l;>eing: sufficient. to· ena:Ule: 1t. to con.elude its 
. work, an Interim. Report be presented _to_ the_ House,· ' : ·. · · .- •· ·. · · ·· ·; · · 

Draft Iitter.im,Report;,,submitted-'bY: the,0hairman·,- and-agreed-to.· · 
The Committee adjourned sine die. 
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E VI DEN OE. 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 29, 1897. 

MR. EDWIN HENRY HEAZLEWOOD, called and examme1L 

1. By Mr. F. C. Hobltfrlt.-What is vour name? Edwin Henry Heazlewood. 
2. I think you are a farmer ? Yes. • 
3. And grazier ? Yes. 
4. Where do you reside? At Glenore. 
5. At Glenore? Yes. 
6. In Tasmania ? Yes. 
7. At Glenore? Yes, in the Westbury District. 
8. Are you at present, Mr. Heazlewood, a. producer of fat stock? Yes, Sir. 
9. And you have cattle and sheep? Yes. 
10. Of course, that includes cattle and sheep? Y cs; but I have not done as much lately as formerlyr 

on account of the markets being weak. It has been a good season this last spring. 
11. At the present time, what-i~ the market open to you for stock? We have not any market now 

but simply Newstead market. At one time we used to have a large sale at Carrick, but that has died out 
since the N ewstearl market opened. 

12. What is the state of the Newstead market as regards supply? We find it very irregular ; some-
times we get good prices, sometimes it has to be sacrificed. · 

13. As a general rule, is the supply in excess of the demand? Yes, as a rule it is. 
14. It is as a rule? Yes, except in the spring of the year. 
15. Are you a producer, Mr. Heazlewood, of agricultural produce, such as hay? Yes, Sir, I grow 

hay and wheat. 
16. What market have you for your hay and similar produce.? We have only the Launceston. 

market, Sir. 
17. You have only the Launceston market-well, what is the state of that market as regards supply

and demand? It has been irregular this last year, but, as a rule, it is low. 
18. As a rule, you say, it is low-is the supply in excess of the demand generally 7 Well, it has. 

been, Sir. 
19. I mean as a rule? When we get good seasons it is. 
20. Now you are aware, Mr. Heazlewood, thµi certain gentlemen are proposing to acquire rights with,. 

a view to construct a rail way from Mole Creek to the West Coast mineral fields? Yes, Sir. 
21. If that railway be coni;;trul'ted, can you inform the honourable Members of the Committee what 

the effect will be upon the market for fat stock and for general agricultural produce? I consider it would 
be a very great benefit. It would open another market for the stock and produce.· 

22. Would the stock and produce produced by you increase supposing that market was open? Yes,. 
Sir. If we had a better outlet I could produce double the fat stock we have been producing ; I should. 
grow less grain, and go in more for fattening. · · · · 

23. Would you, as a fact, do that? Yes, unless the wheat market went up. 
24. Is there any chance of that? I don't think so, Sir. 
25. Can you tell the Committee what area or extent of country, rrrazing or agricultural, in Tasmania. 

would be b~nefited by this line of railway to the West Coast fields ? A very great extent, I should think. 
. 26. What area woulcl it take in-what districts, as far as you ·know? It would take in the Delora1ne, 
District, the ,v estbury District, the Cressy District, in fact half the country would gain a benefit. 

27. You say half the country would gain a benefit? Yes, Sir. · 
28. vVoul<l the Longford country gain ? Yes. 

l\lR. W. H. D. ARCHER, called in and exrnnined. 

29. By M1·. Hobld?"lt.-What is your name in full, Mr. Archer? William Henry Davies Archer. 
30. You are a grazier anrl pastoralist ?. Yes. 
31. Residing at Longford ? Yes. _ 
32. You are a large producer of stock and general farm produce? Of general farm produce ; not 

;io much of stock. I have been a large producer of stock, and am now a moderate prod11cer thereof. 
33. You have been? Yes. 
34. Why have you ceased'? Because I have let the· land, that is to say, a great deal of my land, 

which is both agricultural and pastoral. . 
35. I think you are a shareholder in the company which lrns been formed for tlrn purpose of acquiring· 

rights for a railway between the West Coast Mineral Fields and Mole Creek? Yes. 
36 .. Can you inform the Committee what part of, and how, in your opinion, the country would benefit 

bv the construction of this railway from Mole Creek to the West Coast? I should think ii}. the carriage· 
of stock and produce from all the important districts in the Municipality of Longford certainly, and all 
the count1 y adjoining. . 

37. What other portions of the country would benefit except those in the neighbourhood of Longford?' 
I should say it would benefit the whole of the country. 

38. I presume yo11 mean the northern portion ? Yes, the northern portion, and perl1aps the southern 
districts. 
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. 39. Can you say anything as to the· market for produce and for stock in Launceston at the present 
hme? Do you mean as regards- . 

40. ·well, supply and demand? I can hardly say very much about that. 
41. Is there a supply of stock in excess of the demand? ] should hardly think there is in Laun

ceston at the present tim.e. 
42. At the present time? No. . 
43. What has been the rule in pa·st years? ·why I say this is because I think thern have been certain 

reasons for it: for instance, speaking particularly about farmers, the formers have been killing their calves 
for ~everal years past, certainly foi· two or three yea·rs, because they have had no sale for them. 

44. Do you think Mr. Archer, from your knowledge as a grazier and of agricultural products, that 
the construction of a railway from .Mole Creek to the western mineral fields would open up a new market? 
I do. ' 

45. You do? Certainly. 
46. And consequently it would lead to increased production not only of agricultural produce but of 

beef and mutton? Yes, and I would like just to say this-I know this in coneequence of talking to 
farmers-that their reason for destroying the calves will be done away with. 1.'he calves have been perfectly 
unsaleable and the farmers Im ve killed them in consequence. If there seems likely to be a better market 
they will increase their cattle by breeding. 

47. Have you spoken to many of the.farmers and graziers abo11t this line of railway? Yes, I have. 
4t-!. What has been the opinioi1 of the benefit, generally, of the railway? That it will be of the 

greatest ·benefit .. 
49. What is their opinion ? 

general farm produce. 
That it will benefit tl1em by enabling them to get rid of more stock and 

50. Is that the general opinion ? Yes, both of farmers and graziers. 
51. The reason being given that it will open up a new market and lead to increased production? Yes, 

Sir. 
. 52. By J}fr. F. A1·cl1er.-You said that the supply is not in excess of the demand. Do you allude to 

tins present year? Yes, this present year. . 
53. Hy 11:lr. Hartnoll.-Supposing railway communication were established from some point at or near 

Mole Creek Station _on the Chudleigh railway, or some other point on _that railway, to some point with n 
the western mining division of Tasmania, an<l gave you markets at the West Coast, do you think, Mr. 
Archer, that many of the farmers would thereby be induced to go in for the production of fat stock and 
give up grain growing? I would 11ot say that. I should think they would be more inclined to feed off 
their straw which they· are no IV selling-getting· rid of it by selling, and so not keeping- cattle. 

54. And they would produce more crops-mangold ci·ops, turnips, and so on? Yes, and as I say, 
feed off their straw which they are now selling, and so produce both more fat and also.store stock. 

55. And that would be a benefit to the country? Yes, the greatest benefit. 
56. Keeping the fertility in the soil ? Yes, and so produce more grass and grain. 

MR. C. B. GRUBB, called in and examined. 

57. By .Mr. Hobltir!t.-What is ·your name in full? Charles Beaumont Barnes Grubb.· 
58. You are a grazier? A wool-grower. 
59. Farmer and g-razier ? Yes. 
GO. Living near Launceston ? Yes. 
61. Are yo_u a producer of stock and general farm produce? Yes, I fatten over 200 head of cattle 

.a year,.I sup1:iose. 
62. And sheep as well ? Yes. 
63. Do you produce general farm produce? Yes. 
64._ Wheat-in fact every kind of farm produce? Yes. 
65. What have you to say, Mr. Grubb, as to the markets for your produce? Well, up to the present 

year, the production has been in excess of the demand. 
66. ] n excess of the demand ? Yes. . 
67. · You are a large shareholder, I think, in the company that has been formed for the purpose of 

acquiring these railway rights to go to the West Coast.? Yes, I am a shareholder. 
68. Will you inform the Committee what, in your opinion, would be the effect on the mark~t for 

general produce and stock by the construction of a railway from Mole Creek to the West Coast Mme~l 
fields?· I think the railwHy would be a very great advanta!]:e to fatteners of stock and producers of gram, 
and we· should have a better market for the stock; and I think that it would be a great help to agriculture 
_generally. • 

69. Do you know at the present time what means there are of getting stock to the West Coast? . I 
have sold stock to go there, and several drafts have gone 1Jia Quam by- Bluff and the Great Lake, takmg 
seven days, and of course they lost a good deal. 

70. Would it be an advantage to graziers generally to send their stock by rail rather than by road? 
Yes, certainly. · ' .. 

71. What would the advantages be? Quick transit, and the cattle would not fall away as they do 
.now. Of course they get nothing to eat from the time they leave the farm until they are slaughtered. 

· 72. "What would be the gain in the price to the producer? I cannot say that. 
73. Can you say what the loss is on the value of the beast from the time it starts on its journey until 

the time it arrives? A beast would lose at least £1 ·in ·value, that is from the time it leaves until the time 
it is slaughtered. 
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74. Can you say wliat would be the proportion of weight that would be lost? I lmve been told by 
some of the large butchers down there-(! do not say that it would be)-about 60 or 70 pounds. Of 
course they fall off. It takes seven or eicrht days to cret there, untl they are kept about a fortnight. I 
think the loss would be more than, that. 

0 0 

. ' 

75. The loss in weight, then, I presume takes place during transit? Yes, and' whilst they are waiting 
to be killed. Of course with the rail way they would be sent there as they are wanted. 

76. As they are wanted. Would you .use_ .the railway as_ a means of transit if it be constructed? 
At present we sell to men down there, and they take delivery from the owner. 

77. There would be a market for public, competition? I don't know, probably there would be. 
78. Do you know whether sheep or catrle are forwarded by sea? I think a great many sheep are sent 

by sea-a great many from the other side; probably the loss is very great. 
79. What are the advantages of sending _by sea as compared with _the railway? Sometimes they get 

round with comparatively small loss, whilst at other times they lose nearly half the sheep. It entirely 
d~pends on the weather. · 

80. By lib-. Oroft.-You have spoken of the advantage that would be deri ve·d by the farmers and 
graziers only by the construction of the railway-can you give any evidence how it would benefit others? 
I am quite sure that the railway would be largely used by merchants, and so far as the benefit to farmers is 
co'ncerned, I consider that the advantage would be feh quite as far as the Fingal District. 

81. You are only speaking of the adv·antage that would arise to farmers? - Yes, I am only. connected 
with _that business myself. 

82. What is your reason for saying that it would benefit as far as Fingal? It is a large dairying 
distrid, and butter is produced there largely, and that is an item very largely used, and cheese, of course, 
on the fields. That would all go up _by rail, i11 preference to being sent round by water as at present . 

. . 83. That, is your object in becoming~ promoter in the Tasmanian Central and West Coast Railway 
Company, or syndicate-that it would benefit you and other graziers and farmers? Partly for the benefit 
to niyself, but really more for the benefit of the country I don't see exactly where it would benefit myself. 

· 84. You expect a direct benefit for yourself and for your friends-you think it would be a benefit to 
the country g-enerally? . Yes. 

85. If a railw:av were constructed? Yes. 
86.' Therefore you have.been induc_ed tq become a promoter of this Company? Yes._ 
87. B,11 the Cliairman.-Do you think that th'~.construction'ofthis raUway would be of any aq,vantage 

to ,Ringarooma and Scottsdale district? It would ~fleet.them in the s·aine way_as the Fingal distri?t, having 
the railway. There would be a difference in the distance, which, of course, wouW, affect the 'freights. It 
would lJenefit them ·certainly. 

· St;, By _Mr. LewitJ.~ With regarq to the food supply, can you inform the. Committee where the fqod 
supply for the West Coast co:rnes from? , Therfl is a gteat quantity of fat cattle. goes frqm the south at one 
time of th_e ye:u:, but this last year the bulk of it haii' come 'from the .Deloraine and Clnidleigh districts and 
North West Coast. - · · · · · · ' 

89. 'Are any supplies sent from New South 'Wales? I am aware-of some going from K,ing's Island. 
90. Are many sheep sent from Victoria? I think that the only sheep from Victoria go alter the Tas

mania11_ s11 pply fall~ off? 
_ 1_91. Dq_yo,u tpinlpyit~i these conc_essions 3:skedfor you will .be aple to.complete the undertaking? I 

· don t thin,k,ther(l ,will :he the _i;;ljghtes.~ difficulty. · · · 
92. By jl11·. Hm·tnoll.-You are ·speaking'more directly' as a producer. I _suppose you are .perfectly 

assured,.Jhat the ,cousµri:iers ,on the West Ooast, would, also, receive a great benefit from the iiiter
coml_l)un,ji;atio11, bet:,veeii ihe,ii· qentre and the railway systeni? . I ain sure ,that things would, be very much 
cheaper. · · . . ' . · ' · ' · 

93. They would get their stock in bettei· condition and their supplies, moi'~ regularly? Yes, more 
regularly. Months ago tlJey ":'ere._pa_ving 9d.Jor. mea,t when we .w.ere only paJ-ing ~d. a,i1il 5d. he1;e. 

94-. Supplies would be inc'reased by the .faime1;s,'and in that wiiy do iiway largely_ with . the tinned 
meats that are now of necessitv consumed on these mineral fields? 1 am convinced· that the farme·rs can 
produce.rnatei·i~l if \~e only g-et ihe.prnrket. . , . . . ' . 

95. By iJir. Arclter.:..:._You said that the reason why you became a promoter ofthisr~ilway is b.ec11-use 
yuu believe, first, that it will benefit the farmers, and time t,he ,communHy at. large; that; while it benefits 
the farmers it will benefit a great many others: b,esides, for instance, i't ";otjJd benefit the working mari. You 
als_o said you fattened about 200 head of cattle a year____:if there were a payable i:ri)lrket would, you ,fatten 
twice_ as many 7 I could fatten a great many m_ore. W,ithin tlie)ast. two or three ,years I have found that 
number quite as many as I _cOl~l'd ge_t rid of. , . . . · - . · 
. 96, .!Jy)J:[r. B;obllirli,-A!'e_you one of the directors of_ the co111pany for the acqqu.:ement of these 

rights? I·beheve I am. Yes, Sir . 
• _ ~7, :H~ vftlie .. c~~pa~y' a11y en(in _view after they acqt~ii·e these right:fb~yond the_ desire of ,seeing ,the 

railway constrticted? None that I am aware of. · · . · 
.. 98. There is ~o iptention. on,th\l p,urt'or'the co~pany to obtain for themselves any pecuniary benefits? 

None that I am aware of; in fact, I went into it on that unders.tanding. . , · -
99. That the object ot' the company was merely to acquire the right to construct the railway? Yes • 

. )OQ. ;NCJt }Vith ,the inten,tion to huckste1; the rights if they obtain them? 'No. . , . 
101. By JJir. llarinoll.-I presume yott will be equally satisfied ,vith the Government undert\lking 

the qor1~~ru~ti,on of tl1_is)ine a_!:/ with your own Company? I '"ould very much prefer -the Government 
co,nstrµcting thi;i railwa,}' if it would_ s(l v:e ine froni fnr~her ·taxati_on. .I consider a syndicat!} would put it up 
and make a profit out of it; but' if the Governmen~ puts. i_t'up I arri afraiq_ it, would resfrlt ill iny being; 
ta~e~ more: ,.that is ,my cont_ention. 1. would very 'mt~ch 'pt1efer the Government making it. · -

' 102: . In_ thi_s partic_ular in_stance ,vould you prefer being associated ivith this . coippany-tJ1is Bilt,-to, 
s~eing the Government take it in, the ge'r:ie1;al inte1·estl'!. of - the country; _and. st,and your. proportion of· the 
risk? I remember so well what our Government railways have cost us .. I 1,1m, quite prepared to go into 
this with the gentlemen who are associated with it, and see it through. I feel satisfied that' it can be done 
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as we state. If the Government built it we would never know what we have to pay for it-that is just my 
candid opinion. The railway, of cot1rse, would open up a large quantity of country, and woultl benefit the 
country generally of course, because it would represent a large benefit through the Cm,torns duties. 
Although I have not been through myself, I have had a great deal of conversation with men who have, 
and it seems to me there is a lot of valuable land both for feeding and for mineral pmposes. 

MR. CHARLES YO.UL, called in and examined 

103. By 11£r. Hobhirh.-Your name is? Charles Youl. 
104. And you are a farmer and grazier residing at Symmons' Plains? Yes. 
105. You are a producer of fat stock and general farm produce? Yes. 
106. I think you are one of the promoters of the Tasmanian Central and vVest Coast Railway Bill? 

Y~. -
107. And a shareholder in the Company? Yes. 
108. Will you kindly tell the Committee what, in your opiuion, will be the benefits that will ensue 

from the construction of a rail way from the Mole Creek to the West Coast fields? I think it will open 
up a new market for the produce we are producing. · · 

109. At the present time, and during the past few years, what has been the general state of the 
market for produce and stock ?-is the supply in excess of the demand? Fat stock? -

ll0. I am not speaking of a particular year? As a rule fat stock for some years, with the exception 
of two months in the spring, the supply has been in excess of the demand. 

111. Do you think that by the construction of the railway to the West Coast a new market will be 
opened up? That follows,· as a matter of course. 

· ll2. That would lead to the increased production of not only stock, but the general-farming produce 
of fai·mers generally? Yes. · 

113. What extent of the country would be benefited? The country would benefit by the new market 
that would be opened up. I think the pai-t of the countr.7 that would benefit most would be as far as the 
midland district taking right away from tbe ,\'estem district, in Deloraine, away th1·ough Longford down 
the Tamar right away round as far as the midland district. 

114. Would it take in Fingal and Ringarooma? Except they benefited indirectly, I think they would 
not benefit directly. "Ii · · 

1115. How would they benefit indirectly? By having an extra market for meat and produce. It 
would equalise the prices better. For many months in tlrn year we can scarcely sell our fat stock here. 

116. Do you think they would be all that would benefit? To a great extent. · 
117. Would not the farmers even farther dowJ1 than Deloraine benefit-would not those at Barrington, 

Sheffield, Devonport, Sassafras, and I think Northdown, benefit? I think they would all benefit. I 
merely mentioned the names as they occurred to me. 

1 I 8. Are you one of the directors of this company, Mr. You!? Yes. . 
119. I think the only object that there is in the constitution or in the formation of the Company is 

merely to bring about the construction of this railway-there is no· desire to acquire these rights for the 
purpose of selling them at a profit? No, all the people I have spoken. to, and who are associated with it, 
Jiave been dead against anything of the kind. -

120. Their mere wish is entirely to get the railway through? Yes, that is the mere wish, undoubtedly. 
121. By 1.11r. Crofl.-We quite understand that your company,•Mr. You), require rights from Par-

liament for the construction of this railway in accordance with their Bill? Yes, I believe so. 
122. You believe so? Yes. . 
123. What is the capital of your company? I can hardly tell you from memory . 
124. You can't?-What interest do you hold yourself? Only £100. 
125. 100 shares at .£1 ? Yes, I have been away from home ever since the company was formed. 
126. Yon don't know very much about it? I did uot refresh my memory. I went into it very 

thoroughly at the time. 
127. You invested in 100 shares valued at £1 each? Yes. 
128. Can't you tell the numbei, of shares in the co!llpany? 
jJ£1•. I:lobhirll.-Here is the pl'Ospectus. 
jl-Jr. Croft.-! have not seen the prospectus. 1 do not know anything about it. 
JV-itness.-I cannot say positively from memory. I have not a prospectus \Yith me. . 

_ B;i; .i1£r. Croft.-This is the prospectus of the Tasmanian Central and vVest Coast Railway ~nd 
Mineral Company, Limited, of £5000 in 5000 shares of .£1 each (prospectus p·rodnced, share capnal 
.£5000 on 5000 shares of £1, payable 2.~. 6d. per share on application; 2s. 6d. per share on allotment ; 
. balance, if required, by calls not exceeding 2s. 6d: per share per month.) . 

129. The provisional directors are C. B. Grubb, T. Bourke, Thomas Gunn, Charles Youl, J. I. Boyes, 
··W. Fordyce, W. Martin, F. Holmes, and others? Yes. 

130. Yon have 100 shares at £1 each ? Yes. 
UH. You don't mean to say that this company could construct it. It would be too absurd on thi_s basis, 

·would it not ? No. -
1:32. By 11:lr. Iloblddt.-1 asked you whethe1' the sole desire of the company was t? a~quire the 

rights and bring about the construction of the railway, and not with a view to something wlllch 1s not set 
-out in the prospectus? Yes, it is stated in the prospectus. . _ 

133. Do you think if you acquire the rights, that this company would construct the rn1lway-wonlcl 
Jrnve the power, financially, to construct this railway? We should be in a position to raise the money. 

134. You would be in a position to raise the money? Yes, to raise the money. 
135. To build the railway? Yes, to build the railway. 
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136. You !rave not, as a fact, the money to construct the railway? I _think the names of the company 
·--are-

137. First and foremost, do you know what would be the cost? Something like £250,000, I think. 
138. From what you know, do you believe it would cost £250,000 per mile? (Witness did not reply.) 
139. By the Chairman.-This company has been formed: on the prospectus it was only a prelimina::-y 

·company with a view of acquiring rights, and after that, of raising the capital? Yes. 
140. Have you received any intimation or assurance that if these rights were obtained by the company 

you would be in a position afterwards to raise the necessary capital to construct the rail way? I beg your 
pa~~? . 

141. Have you any· warranty to suppose tlmt if you obtain these righ_ts for which you are now asking 
_you would be in a position to raise the necessary money-to construct the railway? F1;om information I. 
'have I have not the slightest doubt about it. I have no doubt about it • .-

MR. GEORGE EDWARD HARRAP, called and exrpnined. 

142. By llfr. Hobkir!t.-Your name is?-George Edward Hal'!'ap. 
143. You are &n auctioneer? Yes. 
144. And carrying on business in Launceston? Yes. 
145. You have business with farmers and graziers in N ort1iern Tasmania? I have. 
146. And you are, I presume, as well acquaiuted as, if anything better acquainted than, anybody rn 

the colony of the general state. of the produce and stock market? · I have a good knowledge of it. 
I cannot say a better knowledge than anybody else. . 

147. What has been, during the past few years, your experience as to the excess or otherwise of. 
supply over demand of the stock in Northern Tasmania? During the present year the supply has not been 
what it was in the past, and the demand has been better. · 

. 148. But not speaking of this particular year, but during the past five years? There has been an 
increasing demand. 

149. An increasing demand? Yes, ;i.n increasing demand-you are speaking now, I presume, of fat 
stock, are you not? 

150. Yes. Now, as to the general farm produce, hay, straw, and so on, whnt has been your experience
speaking from your know ledge, what has been the state of the market as regai·ds 1 trade? 'fhere has bee::i 
more business during the pa~t"few years than previously, especially for home consumption. 

151. I am speaking of the market that is open to the producer? Well, the sales at shows are better 
now than they were. . 

152. Do you think that these shows would be improved by opening up direct communication with tl1!.l 
West Coast? Undoubtedly, if you get sufficient population there; that is just what we want. · 

153. That is what you want. Do you think this chance would be improved by opening up direct 
communication with the W e~t Coast? Yes. · 

154. Have you a11y idea of what the population is at the present time down there? I only take it 
from what I have heard-r"i·om 10,000 to 15,000 people scattered over the districts there; that is what 
I have been infoi·med. I have not been there. 

155. Do you think it would be a benefit to the producers if a direct market were ope1ied up? I 
have not the slightest doubt of it. 

156. Do you think it would lead to increased production on the part of fai·mers and graziers? . I 
think it would. 

157. Wouk! prices he better on the whole? I should say they would be,· with the increased 
consumption to assist prices. I can tell you; at the present time,. in several lines prices have been improved 
by the increased consumption on the West Coast. · 

158. ls there any other advantage to the producer that would be gained b_y rail way communication as 
compared with the present method of getting there, that is by droving? Certainly. 'faking the question 
of stock-it ought to be cheaper, decidedly cheaper ; it is the least dangerous for the stock, and therefore 
yon would have better result~ from the stock. If you have to drive ·them a considerable distance the stock 
loses weight, and so forth. -

159. That is, the animal is of a higher value when it reaches the West Coast by train than it would be 
by droving? Yes, undoubtedly. I suppose every beast would lose from 60 to_S0 lbs. at the very least. 

160. from 60 to 80 lbs.? Yes. 
161. I presume from a consumer's point of view the meat would be of better quality"? Yes. It 

would be far better. 
162. Do yo11 know what the present means of getting stock to the West Coast are? We have the 

seaboard a11d tra veiling overland ; . mostly it is clone overland. · 
163. Do you know that any stock is imported from Victoria or New South Wales? Sheep, possiMy, 

are taken to Stmhan. I have not heard of any cattle. 
164. What do you thiuk the effect would be upon these importations if direct communication were 

-opened up from Mole Creek:' I think it would be checkeu to a large extent. 
· 165. Have you spoken t·:> many farmers ·and graziers on the subject ?-Have you discussed,it at all? 

Yes, I have. 
166. What is the general opinion of the utility of the proposed railway? They would like to see 

·the railway go through. 
167 .. Do they give reasons? Yes. They would likely have ·an outlook for their produce in that 

-direction. 
168. --would it help the farmers residing at R.ingarooma and Fingal dist15cts ?-Would they be 

,benefited·? I think they would iudirectly, because it would open up a better market for their stock, and 
_Launceston and Hobart markets would be relieved, and of course allow more meat to go-into consumption. 
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_ 169 .. That is, of course, you can say that the advantages to be gained by the northern part of the 

country would be very large ? I consider it would be very large. 
170. By .Al r. Croft.-You have formed your own ·opinion about this matter .. I presume the construction 

of a railway from Mole Creek to the West Coast mining fields-have you formed any opinion of your 
own as to whether there - would be advantages or disadvan~ages? . Yes, I have; there ,vould be 
advantages.· . _ · 

171. Both to:.the purchaser-and consumer? : Yes. 
172. And to the gene.ral public? Yes, to the community at large. 
173. By 11:lr. Lerois.-I>o you know which route cattle are driven over at the present time? At 

the present time. they generally go from Stanley. 
· 174. Via 'l.'rial Harbour-that is, at the back of Trial Harbour? I think it is at the back of Trial 

Harbour. I think that is the route. I am not quite certain, but I think there is a route through there. 
175. Are cattle taken from this portion of Tasmania and driven round viu Stanley? I don't know; 

they are bought up tl,e country here, and taken down to the North West Coast pastures, and thence sent 
on. "\Ve 'lmd an example of that only lately. - . 

176. B_y the C/iairman.-Have you heard of any cattle being driven along the roads lately? I have 
not heard. The coast buyers are often the hest buyers of cattle in our markets, so as to replenish their 
stocks. '1.'he northern market is benefited it that way. · 

177. By Mr. Lervis.-Do you know if any large number of fiit stock has been driven across to the 
West Coast? I know there is a good steady demand•for them. . 

178. For fats ? Yes, for fats; because- I have been in conversation with men who have been dealing_ 
with the matter. · 

179. By J.W-1·. Hartnoll.-You say that Ring·arooma and Scottsdale would have an indirect benefit 
from the construction of this Railway. Would they not have any direct benefit, -looking at the fact that 
they would have through communication for their stock right on to the West Coast? It all depend3 upon 
what the charges would be-the Railway charges. · 

180. Of course that is the nearer the scene would be: the advantages would be different from the 
places at a greater•distanee? Yes. I was going to point out that it might -benefit these-people; they 
might be better supplied by places that are nearer. 

· M. R. R. J. ARCHER; called in and examined: 

181. By 11:lr. Bobldrli.-Your name is Robert Joseph Archer? Yes. 
182. And you reside in Launceston ? I do. 
183. You were.at one time largely, I think, interested in-the grazing business? I wa8. 
184. Az:e you .in the· habit, Mr. Archer, of .vis~ting the various farmers about the northern and' 

western port10n of the Island ? I am. · 
185. And I presume.you are acquainted with the-general state of the.market, both for fat stock and 

general farm produce ? Yes, fairly' well. · · 
· 186. I am not speaking to you about this particular year, but during the last few years: can you tell 
the Committee what. has been the state of the market generally, I m·ean_ as to stock and farm produce-has 
there always been an outlet for all that could be prod.need? Always an ·outlet. 

187. Yes, always an outlet-always a good market in Northern Tasmania? No, not always; I know 
there has been a glut, and some stock has been driven back again and again to their pastures consequent 
upon the over supply. - _ . 

188. Do you think that that state of affairs is likely to happen again and again? I know no reason 
why it should not at certain seasons of the year. 

189. I presume .in, your opinion advantages would be likely to arise to graziers and farmers in 
opening up a new market? Certainly. 

1!:JO. You are aware, I think, that it is proposed ,to _construct a railway _to the West Coast Mineral 
fields via Mole Creek? Yes. 

19]. Do you think the construction of such a railway "·onld be a benefit to th~ farmers and graziers
in the northern portion of the island? So far as my limited J.:nowledge goes, I should say most certainly it 
would; it is a most important movement that can be made for them. 
· 192. In opening up an entirely new market? Yes. 

193. Is. that market opened at the present time? No. , 
194. That is to a limited extent? Well, to a very limited extent. 
195. Why i:i it limited, Mr. Archer? . Because there is no facility for transit. 
196. What would be the advantages that would be gained by the producer by the construction of the 

railway as regards the methoci of transit? . That which the railway would possess over the ordinary road 
ti-affic. 

197. And supposing the advantages, what are they? Tl1e stock would lose _less in weight and wonld 
arrive in better condition as to quality; and other farm produce, which. cannot now be sent, would be 
forwarded. · 

198. What is the ordinary time that is taken up in getting cattle from, we will say, Deloraine lo Zeehan? 
The ordinary time? 

19tl. Yes? Driving? 
200. Yes, driving? I suppose it would be from one. to two days. 
201. Are you quite snre on that point? Driving along the road? 
202. Yes? Along the road from Deloraine to Launceston? 
203. From Deloraine to the West Coast? I could not say positively ; it would be sr.vcral days. 
204. Many .days? Yes. 
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205. I think I understood you to say that the effect of driving them for many days would be a serious 

loss in the value of the animal? Yes, very serious, I am sure. · 
206. Do you know, Mr. Archer, that a large ·number -of sheep are imported from the other colo~ies 

into Strahan and the West Coast-do you know that of your own know ledge? No, I do not, exceptmg 
by the newspapers and from hearsay. 

207. You have, I understand, spoken to many farmers and graziers with reference to this proposal? 
Yes, I have, to a great many. . . . 

208. What has been the generally expressed opinion as to the utility of the proposed line? They are 
nearly to a man in favour of it. 

209. Whal are the reasons which they give? That it would give them another market, 
210. What extent of country would be benefited by this railway-how far north would it extend, and: 

how far east and west, or·south? To Deloraine, Westbury, Bishopsbourne, Cressy, Longford, Evandale. 
211. From Cressy down to the midland districts, I suppose? Yes. · . 
212. From thence to Fingal-do you think the graziers in Fingal would benefit? . They would not 

pal'ticipate in the benefit to anything like the extent of the other named districts. 
213. '!'here would be some benefit, would there not, in this way, there would be less chance of a glut; 

:and the Launceston market would be relieved? Yes, certainly. 
214. And they would have a better chance in the Launceston market than if all the goods were con

centrated on the one point? Oh, certainly. 
215. By t!te Clta-irman.-Do you travel about this district? Yes, very frequently, amongst the 

farmer.,, 
216. You meet the farmers and producers ? Yes. 
217. · You have had many opportunities of conversing with them ? Yes, 
218. Did you.say that they are unanimously, or nearly so, in favour of 

Railway ? Yes, nearly to a man ; c·ertainly all the men we call progressive men. 
the construction of this 

MR. DONALD CAMPBELL, called in and exami~ed. 
219. By Mr. Hobhirll.-Your name is Donald Campbell? Yes. 
220. And you are a storekeeper at Cressy ? Yes. 
221. Are you also a farmer ? Yes. · 
222. A grazier ·as well ? Yes. 
223. You are aware, Mr. Campbell, that a Company has been formed for the purpose of opening up 

direct communication by-Railway between Mole Creek and the West Coast mineral fields? , Yes, Sir. 
224. The Committee would like to know your opinion as to the advantages that would be likely to. 

ensue to the country people in consequence of the opening up of communication in that direction ? I haY.e · 
very little knowledge of the route; I think it would be direct. 

225. We will assume that ? Direct communication for the storekeepers, farmers, merchants, and 
gentlemen, means the opening up of a tract of country which has not hitherto been· opened. · ' 

226. Would you kindly tell the Committee whether it would lead to the increased production of stock, 
and so forth ? Yes, I believe so. . 

227. What has bee1i the condition, as a· ~eneral rule, in the past, as to the markets for stock? Up to'· 
the last few years very low indeed, exceedingly low_:_no market for it. 

. 228. All the farmers, then, 1 presume, are sio-hino- for new pastures in the form of markets? Yes. 
229. I think you said it would lead to increa~ed production? Yes. 

· 230. Has it been your experience or come within your knowledge <luring the -past year or so, has it 
frequently happened that farmers have had to drive stock back again from Newstead thi·ough the glut? I 
don't know about driving them back ; I know it has come within my experience that they have had to pay 
for keeping stock there until the sales took place afterwards. · · 

231. Do you think they would be benefited by the West Coast communications? Yes, undoubtedly. 
232. It would be an advantage to proceed by rail compared to sending them by the road? Yes; I 

should think so. 
233. What advantage? The state of the market. 
234. W onld it be any advantag·e to others, and in what way ? Yes, the grazier would have more 

d1ance of competing with the importers of stock. 
235. He would have more ·chance-why? Because he could reach the market cheaper by rail. 
236. Is there any advantage in a Least arriving in better condition-'--would there not be the loss of 

value and weight of the beast by dro_ving ? Yes, there would be a loss in the weight. 
_ 237. And I dare say it would irijure an animal' if it were driven for a long time_._i t would reduce :he 

animal as much or more than travellin()' by train? Conveyance by train would mean 24 hours. I consiue1, 
that c;:attle travelling from here,. that is 

0
as far as 1 know of the country, woi1ld take from 10 to 12 days; 

The advantage would be very much even with improved communication. . . 
238. Without a good track there the ad .antages would be on the side of the railway ? I think so, yes.-
239. Do you know where, at the present time, the West Coast is supplied from·?. ,~7hat do you mean, 

beef? · 
240: Yes, beef and mntton? I think most of it is got from Victoria at the present time. They· have· 

had ·some from hel'e at various times. . 
241. Do you think if there were railway communication any portion of the Victorian trade, would be 

~iverted to the Tasmanian farmers and graziers-would there be fewer sheep imported? I don't· think 
1t would pay Victorians to send sheep down there by rail, but w·e · cannot ·tell what the Victorians would 
do. At .the present time it would not pay them to send them there . 

. 242. By 11'fr. Hartnoll.-Mr: Campbell, you are only s'peaking ·of the pi·esent time, I presume?, 
It 1s not possible to soy what the Victorians would do sometimes; sometinies they can supply very cheap· 
m~L ·· 
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MR. RICHARD P. FURMAGE, called in and examined. 

243. B!! 1.l:fr. Hobltirli.-Your name, Mr. Furmage.? Richard Penney Furmage. 
244. You reside at Deloraine ? Yes. 
245. You are a storekeeper ? Yes, at Deloraine. 
·246. You are aware, Mr. Furmacre, that a company has been formed for the purpose of acquiring the· 

rights to construct a railmrv from M~e Creek to the West Coast fields? Yes. 
247. Are you acquainted with the proposed mute? Yes, I have travelled over it for the last 15· 

months pretty regularly. 
248. Are you acquainted with the general nature of the country through which it is probable the· 

railway would go? Yes. 
. 249. Is it practical to construct a railway without any grr.at difficulties? A large extent of the

country is very easy for a railway ; 1 should think there are no difficulties to that, having been overcome 
by Innes and Stewart's surveys. 

250. In the course of your travels through the country have you noticed the nature of the land passed
through ? Yes. 

251. What are the general elm racteristics? You mean to start from the term in us? 
252. Yes; I want generally, the nature of the land, having reference to the probability of its being· 

mineral-bearing? Starting from the terminus at Mole Crciek on to Circular Ponds the country is held in 
small l10ldings principally. There is a great deal of land that could be taken up for agricultural purposes: 
a lot of it could be made into good holdings. 

253. Do you think it would be taken up if the rail way is constructed? Undoubtedly ; it is only 
the cost of carriage from places beyond Circular Ponds io Mole Creek and from Mole Creek to the Main. 
Line again that prevents a lot of small farmers establishing holdings. 

254. Go on from CirCL1lar Ponds, Mr. Furmage? It is good agricultural land and down going to tl1e· 
Mersey Bridge, to where Stewart's survey starts from, and where it branches off from where the main road 
crosses the country there is good land heavily timbered, and on to Gad's Hill ; the timber there is the 
very best I have seen in the country; there are trees there that for splitting purposes would be worth £25-
to .£30 if available for a market. · 

255. Do you. think the construction of a railway woultl be likely to lead to the timber industry 
starting in that district? Yes, there are two saw-mills on the road now ; they are working under very 
great difficulties supplying the wants locally, but they would no doubt supply farther afield if they had the 
means of communication. The land at Gad's Hill has been taken up to some extent ; I know of three· 
instances where it has been taken up recently with a view to the railway going there afterward. 

2.56. For agricultural purposes? Yes, for agricultural purposes. Their only capital is their own 
labour, pretty well. 

257. For say, that up to the Mersey, the land would be fit for agricultural purposes? Yes, and' 
going on to the top of Gad's Hill, in fact up to the Berriedale Plain, there are five or six thousand acres. 
of really good agricultural and pastoral land as far as the Be:riedale Plain. 

258. Is it possible that the land would be opened up wit:10ut a railway? No. 
259. None of it has been taken up, has it? Yes, some of it has been held on and off, but they 

cannot get a market. The anticipation of the railway has brought three at any rate on Gad's Hill lately. 
260. Tlien, yon think if the railway were constmcted it would lead to more land being taken up ? 

Undoubtedly. 
261. And of its being improved and worked as agricultural land? Yes, undoubtedly. 
262. Is there much !femand for land by settlers now? Yes, good land; there are plenty of men who 

c;:annot get farms near to the market. 
263. Do you think the land would be taken up to a very crreat extent if the railway were assnred? I 

think so; that is the general opinion of those who havti bee"n there-Messrs. Field for instance. l\fr .. 
Lindsay Field, and others who have been there with him, are of opinion that the whole of that land wonltl 
be taken up in small holdings if tbere was a prospect of a market. 

264. As regards mineral, have you noticed the indications'? Yes, I spoke of land as far as the· 
Berriedale Plains. Well, there is a barren stretch from there ; there is a place known as Magpie Hill, 
and from there clown to the Oakleigh Range there is a barren stretch. As far as known there is no mineral 
iand there, and it is no good for agricnltural or pastoral purposes; but on going through Oakleigh into the· 
Pelion Valley you come again into gooc.l land suitable for pastoral or agricultural purposes. 

265. What extent? In the vicinitv of Mount Pelion or Oaklei"'h there is land to the extent of 800 or· 
1000 acres fit for agricultural and pastoi·al purposes. 

0 

266. What is the valley on the other side? I do not know; it is probable there is more. Down. 
at Howell's there is good feeding- ground, as good as there is in the country, some thonsands of acres l 
should ~ay. It is managed by Messrs. Field. 

267. What means of communication have thev? No means of communication at all, except by 
driving their stock through the bush. • 

268. What market would be opened up to them if the railway were constructed? The whole of the 
'West Coast market. In the Deloraine District we are thoroucr!ily land-locked as we are both for cattle· 
and commnnication with the West Coast. 

0 

269. Going on, Mr. Ft1rmage? In the Pelion Valley there is a good streak of agricultural and 
pastoral land, and then the mineral .:ections start. · · 

270. How far are you then on the route? 'l'wenty-eight miles from the Mersey. 
271. How far from Mole Creek? About 42 miles. 
272. You say then you start on the mineral land? Yes, the country then is principally button-grass. 

plain. The first mineral section is that of the Mount Pelion Consolidated Copper Company, which has 
taken up about 600 acres of ground there. 

273. Has anything been done in the way of development or prospecting there? Yes ; last year there· 
was considerable work done on the section, and it was formed into a company, and they are now working 
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tl1erc. I was there last week from Stmday till Friday, and they had made their first shot at (be shaft on the 
'l'hursda,v and took out during the clay about a fon and a half, I should say, of first class ore, and the 
Manager valued it at from £12 to £14, judging from previous assays. · 

274. \>Vhat would the lode be? There is a lode 51 feet wide, and the m:mager estimates that at the 
lode they are working the formation is about 10 feet wide. · 

275. The prospects of this particular mine, you believe, are satisfactory? Yes, the manager's opinion 
is that there-is a good percentage of copper. \>Ye have bad various assays, one was about 30 per cent. of" 
copper, and another abou~ 24, I think, and the otlier lodes on the property in the 50-feet go I think, about 
three Qr four per cent. 

276. 'l'hat is a very good average, I think, is it not? Yes, for such a large formation. 
277. Supposing that railway communication is not established vfri Mole Creek, what would be the· 

effect upon this particular show and upon mineral lantl generally? It would have the effect of paralysing 
them. They could only st~ck the ore. There would be no means of gelting it away from the g·rc,und. 
They would have to smelt 1t on the ground, But, unless there was a road, there would be no means of" 
doing that. · 

278. Is it in you!' opinion absolutely for the benefit of these fields that the1·e should be a railway 7. 
U nclot1btedlv. 

2iD. Have thel'e been any other discoveries? Yes, there are three. The first one I visited last week 
was a show lately discoverecl by M'Gowan and Andrews. They have a very promising lookout. There is
a large formation about ten or twdve feet wide, with veins of copper pyrites two or three inches wide; 1t 1s 
widening as tliey get into the hill, and they get a fair amount of backs, so it is easy prospecting. 

280. Arc there any other assurances? Yes, there is 'l'arrcnt's company. He sent samples ot coal ancl 
other minerals in to Launceston. 

2$1. Do your remarks as to the first show yon mentioneLl apply· with equal force to the chance yon 
have just mentioned? Yes, no good without the railway. · . 

282. What is the geueral charal!ter of the land as regard,, minerals-you got up to l! certain point 
where minerals began-er.n Y'lll go on a little farther-I should like you to say, in yom opinion, whether 
there will be any forthe1· developments? I think there_ will be fut her developments. G o"d reports are 
coming in from the prospectors as to the land further west, which tliey report as being. highly mineralised. 
It only ,vants further prospecting-. 
· 283. Would a railway g·ive further facilities to the mines and increase prospecting in the district? 

Yes, increase the facilities fol' stores, and i.he pl'ospectors wonlcl he in a bettel' position to work than at the 
present time. It means now that for two days' prospecting they want fom clays' "tucker." . 

284. Before the railway started, if it were an accomplished fact that there would be a railway, woulcl 
it lead to more prospecting than befoJ"e? Yes; certainly. . . · · 

285. What is retarding the development of the country? The uncertainty of the means of com-
munication. One of the laJ"gest shows at Pelion at the present time is coal. · 

286. Have yon visited that yourself? Yes; last Thursday. 
287. What is the present condition of the discoveries there? I talked with Mr._ Teasdale, who 

is managing, a man who is thorouo-ly practical, having had 25 years' experience in English collieries, and ia 
speaking of the mine it was evideit that he was cognizant of what he was talking about. 

288. What did he have to say? First of all we inspected the measu-res and followed them along to• 
see how far we cuulJ trace them. The measures wern showing plainly in the mountain, and now ancL 
then_ we came across a se1m of coal. There· was one place notabl.v where there was 3ft. of splendid
looking coal. 

·289. Has the coal been tested? Yes; we are using it at the present time to sharpen om· chills. The.' 
men are using it for all purposes connecte.d with their mining. 

290. Have any analyses been made for the sake of comparison with Monnt Nicholson and other local. 
coals? I believe so, Mr. Teasedale so told me. · 

291. Do you know the result of the analyses your;:elf? No. 
292. Do you know if the coal is put to any use now; is it of any value, save for mining purposes r 

Yes; it is good fol' smelting, steam, and for household nse. . 
293. I understand it makes good coke? I saw the coke. It is nsecl by the men for the ptuposes -

which rec1uire a gr;eat heat in connection with the dl'ilis. 
29-l-. Dier yot1 form any opinion as to the extent of the country; that is the, coal country? I hve_ · 

formed my own opinion about it. lt is an opinion easily fol'med, because the measures are plainly seen, 
going through· the ranges of the mountains-right along the tops of the mountains. It seems practiully 
inexhaustible. I have heard it stated that it is 10· or 12 miles, but from my own practical knowledge it-_ 
can be traced for 3 or 4 miles. . 

295. That would mean it is practi"cally iaexhaustable? Yes. l\Ir. Teasdale has tunnelled at three· 
or four different points and dl'iven nine or ten feet in the seam, and it is very .much better n'irce or· 
ten feet in than it is on the surface, having lost the slate 01· shaley appearance that it has on the surface,. 
and when broken, comes away in squares or nup;gets. _ 

296. Yon say Mr. Hinman has assays of this coal? Ye!<, 
297. Is a railway ab,olutely essential if these coal measures are to be developed with any degree oC 

success? Yes, decidedly. Mr. Teasdale and I wei'e speaking about the prospects of the field, and he s-aid 
that Once they_got the railway they would be ready to trnck coal. He says it is good for smelting-_ 
purposes, and they would be ready to truck coal away as soon as the railway is in wol'king order. 

· 298. Is he so thorongbly satisfied of the quality of the coal? Yes, he says nndoubteclly it is good · 
enough for smelting purposes. He says it conic! be hewn out and. delivered at any point at Pelion fo1·-
abont 10s. pe1· ton, 

The Committee adjoumed. 
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AFTERNOON $ITT1NG.· 

Exami11atidn b.1J 11:fr. Hobliidt contimie(l. 
_29!:>. Yon we1'e telling us, Mr. Fnrmage, before we adjourned, from your knowledge and information 

Tece1ved from people about, that after the poor country was passed-the mineral ·country began, anti thnt the 
country was charged with minerals for 40 or 50 miles? Yes, taking it from Pclion, I should say that it 
·was about 40 or 50 miles.· · 

300. That would be to Rosebery? Yes, to the Rosebery, 
301. Are the coal discoveries near there? About 11 miles from Pelion and at Pelion, and of course a 

-considerable distance from tl1e Rosebery side. 
302. Going beyond the actual di~coveries; what are the indications? Undoubtedly good at Mount 

.Farrell. I know Innes and Aylett Were out ·prospecting for some six w~eks quite recently, and brought in 
-severnl good samples, indicati11g a find of some nature; I do not know what nature. I know, however, 
that Mr. Innes considered it very good. All through Murchison, right round about -Murchison and the 
-Canning district, other prospectors have told me the indications are good. It will be tapped by the rnil
·way. Murchison, decidedly, and Canning would be rather to the south of it, still- it would be served ·by 
the rnilway to some extent, bringing the people nearer to communication. · . · 

303. Have yon any experience in the g;razing and g·eneral farin produce business-you are a merclnmt 
nt Dcloraine? Yes_, a general merchant. My business is with grain a good deal. · 

304. Are yon acquainted at all with the state of the market, with farm produce and stock for the 
farm? Yes, I have experience all round the district, that is the district which the railway would start 

· from, _presuming: it is constructed. It would geatly benefit that Jistrict, because om· freights arc. pi·ohibitive 
now from touclnng the Zeehan market nt all. I tried to send butter and othe1· proJuce there, Lut I fo11ncl 
I could not compete. · 

305. With whom? ·with tl1e Coast. The Coast is alwnys before us; also we have no .chance against 
Hobart, which supplies tliem through our railways. · · 
· . 30G. Would it be likely to increase the pr.oduction ? Yes, undoubtedly, by increasing the nnm bcr of 
settlers, and also giving· them an opportunity for a profitable outlet for the stuff which they cannot produce 
.now to advantage. . · 

307. ·what is the present communication between your district and_ the \-Vest Coa~t? First of all, 
:the farms round about Circnlnr Ponds coming from ontlyino· parts arc first of all handicapped by a certain 
.amount of cartage and the too heavy freights from Mole 8reek to Devonport. 'Ibey can ship produce 
from Latrobe and Devon port on the Government railways vfri Hobart cheaper than we can from Deloraine, 
,also from Hobart and Launceston by water to the \Vest Coast cheaper than we can on the Gol'ernmcnt 
line to the shipping port. . . . ' . · 

308. What is the passenger communication between Delor11ine and the West Coast? Rail an<L water. 
309. There is a track for driving stock? Yes, from Deloraine stock is sent over tlrn Lake country on 

to the Linda tmck. It means a distance necessitating- 8 or 9 days driving cattle, and I have been told, by 
those engnged with cattle, that the cattle lose a good hundred-weight from the time they start. 

310. And the advantages would be _considerahle on the side of the railway? .Yes, decidedly. 
311. A direct gain ? Yes, decidedly a dirert gain. 
312. Would not the district towards Devon port an<l. Sheffield be gainers '? Yes, the line from i\J olc 

,Creek would serve theni-Launceston and Devonport. · 
313. Arc there many producers round Dev.onport ? Yes. 
314. And Sassafras? Yes, it would be a benefit to the people below Kimberley.· 
315. How would it benefit the people in that immediate vicinity, and so on towards the Forth ?

-,Vould they be benefited by it, or would it be better to drive by way. of llumie? I should say it wonhl 
-•be fin• better to truck stock at Devonport or the Forth and send them on by the line via Mole Cl'eek. 'fhe 
mere effect of driving cattle and shipping them would be for worse than that of trncking them by rail. 

316. Is there any other info1·mation yon would like to give the Committee that you think cnn be of 
-.-service to them ? There is nothing that .I can call to mind just now, except that to prospectors the railway 
would be a great convenience; well, not only a great convenience, but also as a means of livelihood. 

317. Do you think that if it were assnrell that the raihi·ay was going through, it "·oultl lead to an 
increased energ,v of the prospectors ?- Decidedly. . 

318. Would there be an immediate effect? Yes, an immediate effect. · 
319. Even before tl~c railway were started? Yes; there are a great number at work no\\' even, on 

·the ns:aumpt.ion that the railway will go there. 
320. From your knowledge of the country--yon say yon have been there three or four times-tlo yon 

think it would be difficult to obtain a rail\\'ay route from Mole Creek to the West Coast? I should sa\' 
that as fiu··as Pclion it would be a matter ~f no difficulty at all, 'and we have lnnes's assurance that lie 

-.c0uld get a railway through to Rosebery. I was speaking privately to Innes, a11d he said that he had not 
Alie least doubt of it, and others to whom I have spoken have said the same thing. J believe that there 
·would be no difficulty. · 

321. Vi' ell, as far as you have heen, can you speak as to the grade? The most difficult .grade to be 
-dealt with would be the grade from the Pelion Valley to Pelion Saddle. Mr. lnncs's survey skirts the 
· Oaklcigl1 Range down to the valley._ It was though't at one time that it would. be impossible to. get the 
•.grade ove1· Pelion. Many won't give in now that there is a good grade -round it, but this last time-
I had been over Pel ion before over the regular pack-track-but this time I wont over Innes's sun·ey round 
the mountain, and l was surprised to see the easy g·rade. In looking at his chart I sa 1\' that there is not a 

· grade higher than 1 in 18, and, for a railway, u 111 uch better grade could be obtainccl. 
322. Has there not been another man-a man named Aylett..:.._a]ong· Innes's survey, and discoYCrccl 

.- another easier method. round Mount Pelio11 ? Not round Mount Pclio11; the easier gratle he speaks of 
branclies away at Oakleio-h Range. 

323. Has not Aylett found Lmr easier method ·of getting round Mount Pel ion? Not ronncl Mount 
Pelion. The deviation that Aylett speaks of branches off at the foot of Mount Oakleigh, a·ncl from there 
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"goes through a break in the count1·y, leaving Mount Pelion ·west, I suppose, about four miles, or thr&e 
miles to the right, and it would go through the Lake Dora Di;1trict. Aylett shows a lower elevation than 
Innes's track of, I think, 1100 feet. 

324. ·where would the branching-off _take pluce-how far before you would reach Mount Pelion? 
Before you reach Mount Pelion west, about three miles, I should say. - _ _ . 

325. Have yon any knowledge of that route yonrselt? Yes, I should think that Aylett is right, that 
·1ie is quite right that he got a much lower elevation than Innes ; but Innes's instructions were to go to 
Rosebery, and that would go nearer to Lyell. 

326. How near to Rosebery would it go? Innes's goes to Roseber_v, this I suppose wot1kl go -t9 
·within about 20 miles. That is merely a guess from having seen the chart. I would not give that as any 
fixed idea of the distance. It would be somewhere about that, I should think. Fo1· a good part of the 
-distance it would mean an alteration of the route. 

327. 'Then, as a supposition, you say that the -nearest point to Rosebery would be ·20 miles away? 
Yes. 

328. Have you read a letter from Mr. Aylett, which appeared in one of the Launceston papers to this 
-effect:-

" I venture, through the medium of' your valuahle pttpcr, to dmw the attention- of those ,yl10m it may r.oncem 
to the practicability of running or constructing a line of railway, vilt Mount.Pclion, .at a much lower altitude than 
·the track now surveyed. I guarantee to show a route through the range with, of course, a slight deviation, at a 
lower level than can be outained over Pelion proper, of about -1300 foet, which,. you will allow, is a consideration, 
·and which will also avoid any heavy snowstorm. I only wish to point out that, tLi'tcr going through the divide, _:t 
will be down-grade to Roscbci·y. Another item of interest for consideration is this-if the line is c0nstructed, and 
runs in the direction I have point.et! out, it will have this ad vantage-by touching on the Lake Dora country, autl 
Tunning to Rosebery, a branch line can easily be run to Mount Lyell, or vice versa. Of course, every one knows 
what the country is on this side of Pelion, so that there is no need for me to enlarge upon that; but I may say, thr,t 
-right on from the other side of Pelion is all mineral-bearing country, and, I believe, valuable at that." 

M1·. Ay le tt assumes from that that there will be no difficulty in going to Rosebery direct? I shoultl 
-say that a good deal of it is snppositio11, as Mr. Aylett is not a railway expert. · · _ 

- 329. Supposition on his part? Yes; although I believe a lower elevation could !Je obtained to Lye] 
·1w Lake Dora. · · -

· 330. That is probably 20 miles from Hosebery? That was merely supposition on my part. l"lerlmps 
I should not have said that, because it might be misleading if you take notice of it. It is merely an idea I 
had of the chart in my own mi11d. It might be that, and it might be nearer. 
· 331. B11 .Llfr. IIartnoll.-'--One matter occmred to me: you were speaking about the advantages c,f 

this railway, and you spoke aLout get.ting productions from Dcloraine on to the silver-fields, and. that then 
you ,rnuld. be able to compete- while now you arc not able io compete-against the North-west Coast an:l 
Hobart. It occunecl to me, while you were speaking, that that was only altering the ad.vantages, giving 
them to Deloraine, and raking them away from those pl_aces which now enjoy them? I do not say that at 
all~I say, why should we be 11nduly handicapped as we are at the present time? 

332. But you were speaking of the general advantag·es that at the present time the North-west Co::ii;t 
enjoy, advantages that you do not enjoy. That, as I understand it, is the way yon put it? Yes. 
" 333. Now, the construction of this milway would give yon the advantages, and the consideration comes 
in that yon would come into competition with them if you supply what you did not supply before? Th~t 
1s if the population remains the same. There will be no necessity for a railway if it does not increase clemanc. 

By .1lir. IIartnoll.-That is right_enough, but it only alters the advantages from one place to another. 
334. B;,; 1lfr. Jiobhirh.-Perhaps Mr. Furmage puts them on an equality? As it .is at the present 

time we are handicapped. vVe have to take so much less for our produce. 
B:1/ .Llfr. _IIartnoll.-Yes, it puts _them on an equality. -
335. By .Llfr. Lemis.-Can yon tell me where the We~t Coast supplies of flour and dairy produce 

come from? 'l'he dairy produce from the North vVest Coast and Hobart, and its flour, I should say, fror~ 
Launceston, and I dare say Longford-a good deal from Launceston and Devon port; a greater quantity of 

- it is shipped from Hobart. _ 
336. Do yot1 know that much of it is imported from Victoria to Strahan? I don't think so. 
337. _Flour and dairy produce? No, very little flour. There is a fair amount of dairy produce, such 

as butte1·, during the last few months. 
338. How far a Tong is Innes's track-lrnve you been along•it? I have been about 40 miles. 
339. Whern will-that take _you !o? That goes to the other side of Pelion West ; I suppose it wouU 

be within 3 or 4 miles of Barn Bluff. · 
340. Have vou been over the divide? No. . 
341. From ·yolll' knowledge of the country, do you think that it is likely that a route will he found with 

a lower elevation than Innes's; do JOU think Innes found the lowest elevation? I am not competent to 
speak, although I should think one might be found for a railway ; it would be quite likely Innes took the 
shortest practical route to Rosebery for a road. 

MR. ARTHUR HINMAN, called in and exaniined. 

342. By .11:fr. Hobltirli.-Your name, Mr. Hinman, in full? Arthur Hinman. 
343. You are a rnerchan t in Launceston? Yes. 
344. I-I ave you a large business on the ,vest Coast mining fields ? A moderate amount. 

trading between the vV est CoaEt 345. Do you know whether there is a large amount of business or 
and Launceston? I believe there.is a very fair amount .. 

34.G. And at the present time what is the_ means of carriage ?_ By sea to Strahan. 
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347. Are you aware that it is proposed to construct a •railway from Mole Creek to the West· Coast-
silver-fields? Yes. - · 

348. Do you think wlien that railway is constructed it_ will be availed of by the trades-people of· 
Launceston for the purpose of forwarding goods instead of sending them round by sea_? Yes, very 
considerably. . 

·· 349. To a considerable extent? Yes, very considerable, because ii will sa\'e all donLle handling at 
S.trahan, and my experience as a business man is that at anywhere near equal rates, even at slightly heavier· 
1·ates, storekeepers would prefer to get their goods by rail instead of by sea. Our experience of the North, 
\Y est Coast has been to that effect. 

· 350, ·Your ci1stomers prefer that, even at a slightly l1ighcr rate? Yes, many of our customers at 
Ulverstone and Latrobe arc now ordering all their goods by rail, where before they had them by wate1·. 

351. Giving a_s a reason? I presurp.e it is the greater convenience; I never asked the rea»on. 
352. You speak of that as a fact-they are doing that"? Yes. . 
353. Have you been yourself by se_a to the West Coast vift. Strahan? I believe 7 or 8 times. 
354. The only means of travelling is by sea at the present time? I have travelled once overland. 
355. Yes, but for all travelling purposes that is useless? Yes. 
356. Can you tell the Committee what effect the railway would have upon the travelling·-what: 

proportion would travel by sea, and what proportion would travel by mi!-? I can only gire an opinion. 
No doubt, the gentlemen of the Committee hold their o";n opinion. 

357. You say that yon have travelled to the \,Vest Coast seven or eight times-would yon trav?I more
frequently to the West Coast if there were a railway? I should probably travel three times as often. 

358. B;lj tlte C/wfrman.-Is it an enjoyable trip? (No answer). 
359. By J.lf-1·. Hobhi·rli.-Yon have had opportunities of speaking to other people who have expressed 

a similar opinion? Yes, eve·rybody is of the same opinion; 
360. Is it too much to say that, practically, the whole of the passenger traffic to Zeehan would be by 

i'ailwuy if there was a railway from _Mole Creek to the West. Coast? 'l'hat is only a matter of' opinion, of' 
coursr, Mr. Hobkirk. My opin_ion is that there would be YEl'Y fow jJassengers going by water. 

_ · . 361. I think, Mr. Hinman, you are interested in some of the discoveries that have taken place near 
Mount Pelion. I wish· you now to tell the Committee the nature of the di~coveries? Some two or three· 
months ago 2.\:Ir. Sutton and myself secured 800 acres of ground, for thG purpose of prospecting fur coal, 
under lease. I promoted a small syndicate, and about ·three weeks ago we sent up three men_ there under· 
a very able ma_n, 

362. His name, Mr. Hinman?_ Thomas Teasdale. He has been connected with coal all his lifo. I 
should like to read a few extracts from a letter he ,v_rote. He does not give the date, but I should judge it' 
would be about the 20th November. He.says:-" I am prospecting on your sections on Ossa "-the local 
name of the place is East Pelion. "I have tre1iehed and bared the face of the coal in eight places, and 
the coal was 22 inches thick "-(that is to say, along the face of the coal he has gone in eight different 
places.) " In seven places the coal was 22 inches thick, and I 9 inches in one place. It 
seems to run very regular all alo,ng the crop. I am driving on the seam to get good hard coal, so that you 
can have good samples if yon want them." That was wri1tcn on the 20th. On the 27th, that was. 
Saturday, he wrot_e this:-" I have continued to pro~pect your Ossa sections. I have proved that the 
scam extends right across your two 100-acre sections." ( I may explain that 600 out of the 800 were taken 
up on ·west Pclion, and ;200 acres on East Pelion, or Osser.) "I found it within a few yards of your east 
line· here ; it is about 2 feet!) inches thick. . . . The conclusion I h,1ve come to is that the seam east-
:ward thickens. I proved it so far 20 to 2~ inches thick ·on the westem siqeline." Those of yon who are 
cognizant will know that that is ri very payable seam of' coal. Dulverton and Tarleton coal did not average 
more tlian 18 inches, and they have been worked for years with a p1:ofit. This coal, 22 inches, is within 35 
miles of Quecnstown by railway line, and is of very ~upl'rior qnali1y to bo1h Tarleton and Dulverton coal, 
and must of necessity be worked at a p1;ofit if it is of a11 avernge of four inches thicker than the others. 
'l'owards the eastem sideline of the two 100-acre sections the · eoal i~ 33 inches thick, and he draws the 
conclusion that it is thickening east,rnrd. He says, '' it is a very fair qnality nf",coal; a good all-. 
1·otmd coal." From many of the samples I ha:ve seen I cpnsider it the best coal discovered in Tasmania. 
It is highly bituminous. · I just brought this small piece of coke. It is eutii-ely different from the 
Fingal or Mesey deposits of coal, quite different in character. (Piece of coke produced.) That is·the_ 
writti~n evidence of a practical man who has had 30 yea1·s' experience in the _South Yorkshire Coal fields, 
and also the coal-fields in Tasmania. 

363. Having got what you call a valuable find, to "'hac uses can it be applied?· Of course, without a 
railway we can do absolutely nothing, except to send down a ton or two for assay. _ 

364. Where do :mu expect to find a market for the ccial? In the westem mine.ml fields. The coal is
-of an intense heat. I have t1·iecl it at home on particular occasions. 

365. ·Are you likely to bring it into competition with the Fingnl coal in Launceston? I llon't think so. 
366. ·would it be too far to bring it? No, it would not be too far to b1ing it, as the coal is entirely 

different to the local coal now in use. It is a good blacksmith's. coal, which the Fingal coal is not; but 
there would be a lur~e market for such a coal on the westem mineral fields, and they would. consume all 
we could supply for many years to come. 

367. To·what uses could yon apply it? The gentlemen of the Committee .will understand that we are 
just developing this coal. Eve1·ything proves its nature to be equal to Newcastle coal, but until we develop 
it, and have proper tests where it is perfoctly free from the action of the weather, we cannot tell exactly. 
Jts natme proyes it to be a highly bituminous coal. · 

368. What is yom· opi1iion of the general benefits that are likely to ensue to the northern part of the 
colony from the railway? ] think, as a bi1siness man, they will be very great, because it will put us in a 
very much bettei· position to compete with Australia-a very much better position-and for the delivery of 

· urgent orders it is most desirable. . 
· 369. What difference of time would.there be in supplying goods by railway or by sea? One is so 

-Yery uncertain, and the othe1· is practically cei·tain. Delivery would be made within 24 hours. 
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370. By 111r. LewiN.-Have you any assays made of this coal? No, Sir, not since we have started 

work : there was an assay of a piece before this syndicate worked the _coal, but we prefer to _get it cle~r of 
the weather _bP,fore we get an assay made. I got that piece (produced) from Harry Wh1te,.who will be 
examined. I simply wanted to show that to the gentlemen because it is made from coal from that district, 
and all the coal seems to be of a similarly bituminous nature, I was trying to point out the difference 
between the coal of that district and that of the .Fingal and Mersey districts. The Manager says he has 
driven in 9 feet, and is in clean coal, and I am going to submit to the Directors that it is desirable to get 
half a ton to try at the gas works. I could not express an opinion, but it proves to me at present the 
difference in the natures of the coal. We have not before found bituminous coal in Tasmania, as far as I 
know. 

MR. JOSEPH WILL, called in and examined. 

371. By lllr. Hobkfrk.-What is your name ? Joseph Will. 
372. What is your present calling? Prospecting. 
373. You reside in Launceston? Yes. 
374. I think you are aware, Mr. Will, that application is being made to. Parliament for the right to 

construct a railway between Mole Creek and the West ·coast mineral fields, probably stopping at Rosebery? 
Yes, I am. 

375. I think you are well acquainted with the country between those two points? Yes, I have been 
through that country by different routes, four or five different times. 

376. Have you ever gone through the country and observed whether it would be practicable to get a. 
railway route? Oh, yes, I think so. 

377. You know the route known as lnnes's survey? Yes, I know it pretfy well. 
378. You know it fairly well? Yes. 
379. Is that route capable of any modification or improvement? Yes, I have not been along the 

route since ·Mr. Innes surveyed. I went 'there before that, and I saw that it was possible to get a railway 
through there about two years before he went there. 

380. Can you say whether, in your opinion, it is possible to get an easier route? I could not say 
that. I could not say. I believe it is possible to get an easier route from Mole Creek to Pelion. I have 
only been along the latter .part of it. 

381. Do you know Mr Aylett, who is a prospector? Yes. . : 
382. Do you know anything about the route, which he alleges he has discovered, which would-give an 

easier grade round Mount Pelion? N Q, I do not know. 
383. Do you know anything about the nature of the country so far as its_ agricultural properties are 

concerned ? Yes, I do. 
384. What extent, if any, of agricultural land will probably be opened by the proposed line of 

railway? If we took the line along the land where Mr. Scott surveyed it a few years ago, where it cuts 
the Mersey, or rather it follows it for several miles, it is all nice agricultural land for miles up, and it 1s 
also good agricultural country in the valley of the Forth. 

385. Would that country not be tapped by Mr. Innes's route? No. At the valley of the Forth it 
would. 

386. Mr. Inne_s's line-would Mr. Innes's line take in so much of agricultural country as the one you 
now speak of? No. 

387. Can you give us any idea about how much agricultural land would be served by Mr. Innes's 
line? When you get up to the top of Gad's there are five or six miles square there of good agricultural 
land. 

388. How many acres, about? I could not exactly say, 3 or 4000 acres I should say, then there is 
good grazing country right on to Pelion. 

389. By Innes's route? Yes, by lnnes's route. 
390. What is the difference between Innes's route and Scott's ? Innes' route would be a little shorter 

than Scott's, but Scott's is not so difficult as Innes's. 
391. Which would be the most expensive? I think Innes's would. 
392. Do you think the cost of construction in Innes's route would be greater than that over Scott's 

route? I do. 
393. Do you know the country sufficiently well to form a competent opinion on the question of the two. 

routes? Yes, I know the country well. I have travelled over both routes, especially Innes's route, before 
he surveyed it, but I know exactly the ins and outs and twists of it. I h&ve been over it a good many 
times. 

· 394. You still say you consider Scott's the better one of the two ? Yes. 
395. It taps mm·e agricultural land ; it is longer? Yes. 
396. But on the whole cheaper to construct? Yes, of course, that is my opinion. 
397. What about the mineral land?' Mineral land,-neither of them taps mineral land till they get to 

the Pelion. Mr. Scott only surveyed to Pelion. 
398. Do you know Innes's line from Pelion? I know not only Innes's route, but I have been through 

the country. 
399. What conclusions did you come to as to its mineral characteristics? I believe there are good_ 

indications there. I believe it would be a big mineral country, the same class of country as at Lyell. 
400. What class of minerals do you think will be discovered there? Chiefly copper _and coal. 
401. Do you know of any coal discoveries at the present time? I know of discoveries there now_ 
402. Have you seen them? I have seen them, about two years ago. 
403. Are they promising? Yes, very promising shows. 
404. Do you think the railway is necessary for their development? Yes. 
405. That there should be _a railway? Yes, I do. 
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406. If there should not be a railway constructed, what would be the effect on those shows? They 

could not do anything with them at all. 
407. What extent of country, in your opinion, is mineral bearing? Copper, silver, and coal-it carries 

a per-centage of each. You start from the bottom of West Pelion right on to the Barren Blnff, about 12 
miles furthel', and you get in and out a granite country; there is a good_ mineral country for 40 miles right 
on to the Rosebery ·to Pel ion. 

408. Do you know how many actual discoveries have been made? Really, I could not say. 
409. How many do you know of? I knew of foul' whe_n I was up there last. 
410. How long was that ago? Between two a11d three years ago. 
411. By 1.lfr. Orofl.-Since Innes's survey started do you know of any discoveries? I have heard of 

them, but have not been along there. 
412. You don't know of your own knowledge? No. 
413. What are they? Copper t1hows. 
414. Do you know the names of any of them? I cannot recollect the names just at the present time. 

I know there was one floated here not long ago. 
415. Are you aware that· that survey has led to an increase of prospecting, or that the number of 

prospectors have increased along there? I beg pardon. 
416. Do you know whether a greater number of prospectors have been at work? Yes, 1 know of 

a few parties lately; two or three parties from Launceston went up. 
417. You know that of your own knowledge? Yes. 
418. By 11:lr. Lewis.-When did Scott make this survey? Just after the V. D.L. Bank broke. 
419. What Scott was it? Scott and Stewart. 
420. You speak, Mr. Will, of Innes's track, and from what we know of Scott and Stewart's it goes 

down the western bank of the Mersey. Is there not another track called the May Day track, and is that 
track distinct? Yes, of course it i_s a different track altogether from the May Day track. That goes 
across the Forth, you see. 

421. That May Day track would not come within the survey at all? No. 
422. It is now just a matter of opinion between Innes's track and Scott's survey? That is my opinion. 
423. Scott's track runs by the Mersey? Yes, and tlum the junction goes b:lCk until it gets into the 

valley of the Forth on the north side of Stewart's. . 
424. By iJ'Ir. Hartnoll.-Is there not this distinction, that Scott and Stewart had instructions as to 

the survey for a railway, and Mr. Innes as to a survey merely for the purposes of a cattle track? Yes, I 
think so. 

425. B:1/ J1i1·. Page.-Why do you say that Innes's track would be more expensive than Scott's 
Mr. Innes did not take a survey from Mole Creek, and there is a big fall befo1·e you g<lt to the Mersey. 
You fall about a thousand feet, and to rise to the toj) of Gad's Hill you rise 1200 feet, and I think it will be 
difficult to get a grade all round to get on the table there. 

426. By lJfr. Le.mis.,-Is there any object in going to the top of Gad'a Hill? None at all that I 
know of. 

MR. G. T. McKINLAY, called in and exa-mined. 
427. By iJ'Ir. Hobltirlt.-What is your name in full? Gilbert Tennent McKinlay. 
428. You are a draper at Launceston? Yes. 
429. And a shareholder in a company to be formed to acquire right to construct a rail way between 

Mole Creek and the. West Coast ? I am. 
430. Has your firm had business relations with the West Coast? We have at Mount Lyell, 

Queenstown. 
431. And the means of transit are ?-By sea. 
432. In the event of a railway being constructed, would that railway be taken by you in preference 

to the other method of conveyance? Most eertainly. 
433. And can you speak regarding passenger traffic? It would be, most certainly, for passenger traffic. 
434. And for goods? To

0 

a certain extent. , 
435. What particular goods would go by rail? The more expensive and light, which make cheaper· 

freights than bulky c'.r heavy goods, would go by rail, and other goods by water. _ 
436. Do you tlnnk there would be, not only by yourself, but the trades people generally of Launceston, 

-a considerable traffic over the railway? I should think so. 
437. Do you know whether there is a large body of trade between Launceston and the West _Coast? 

It depends upon what the word·" large" includes. 
438. Well, considerable? Yes, considerable, yes. 
439. Do you think a portion of that would be diverged from the steamers to the line? U ndoubteilly. 
440. Have you been in the habit of visiting the West Coast yourself? Yes. 
441. On how many occasions? Very frequently, I suppose 10 or a dozen tim_es. 
442. The present means of transit to the West Coaet are by sea entirely? Yes, for goods ; of _course, 

_you can go overland; I have gone overland myself. 
443. What proportion of the passenger traffic wonlrl be diverged? I should think a very large 

proportion. I know numbers, of people who would undoubtedly go by railway rather than the sea route. 
444. Do you think it would increase the traffic? Undoubtedly, I know many persOI}S who would 

go there by railway, but who will not go by water, and others who would. travel oftener than they now do 
if they could go by rail. 

445. Can you venture an opinion as to the increase that would result? No, not as regards ratio. I 
.should simply say in a general way that if there were railway communication there would be considerable local 
business-~assenger traffic I am speaking: of dii:ect from Launceston,. and of ~ourse passenger traffic 
·would be picked up en route;and we woulrl certamly expect to get a very considerable amount of the 
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Melbourne traffic. Of course a large amount of the Melbourne traffic would go direct to the Bay, but 
there would be other than Bay interests, and it would be split up. There are so many engaged in 
commercial interests in Launceston, and mining interests, and many of those would travel by the proposed 
-line of rail. Melbourne people who had business to transact in this part of the col'ony would go that way. 
And then, I consider, a great many others would make the round trip-go this way, and get back the 
other way, or vice ver.~a. Then there would be land opened' up. There would be developments along the 
proposed line. We expect considerable mineral developments, and people would come from the other side 
to inspect them, as Melbourne folk always watch our mineral developments~ 

446. I take it, then, that those who now use the line in connection with mineral developments would 
go the round trip ? Yes. 

447. By the C'hai?·man.-The round railway trip? Yes. 
448. By 11:fr. Hobkirk.-Do you think the whole of the · local Tasmanian traffic would go by that 

route'! Yes, the main portion of it ( alluding to passenger traffic). . 
449. I am speaking of the w·hole of Tasmania-the Hobart people can come by Main Line? Yes, 

that is what I maintain; J think that is one of the chief advantages in connection with such a line as 
projected. Presuming that Hobart does not get the Western fine as projected, this line should serve the 
Hobart end of the island verv welJ,. 

450. For passenger traffic? Yes ; and, to a certain extent, other traffic too. . 
451. ls there at1y other information, Mr. McKinlay, that you would like to giye the Committee 1 

Only to say that, not simply from my own opinion, but that of many other commercial people, not only 
in this section-this end of Tasmania, but in other parts of the island, their opinion is that it· would be a 
considerable accession to the commercial interests of the island-to all portions of the island• which are not 
served by some other line of railway. . 

,4:52'. You are a Director, are you not, of the company that is being formed?· Yes·. 
453. What are the sole objects· of that company ? Simply to promote commercial intercourse 

between the producing p01tions· of the colony which are not now in touch with the· West Coast. 
4fof. Are you actuated, or those associated with you, by any desire to make money out of this. 

concession?· Must certainly not; not so far as the compa:ny is concerued. · 
455. What is the sole object of the company?' Simply to be put in closer touch than we are now, for 

commercial purposes, and for the producing portions of the colony. Of course· we natural[iy expect to 
derive benefit along with the rest of the colony-the whole of the· colony, including so many important 
interests, but not direct out of the company itself. 

· 456, Presuming that the rights· that the company ask Parliament for be granted, it is nof the intention 
of the company to· make one single penny beyond the indirect benefit that will arise~is it not the intention 
to hand over the concessions to the parties finding the capital? That is so-; I may go further still, and 
say it is not only the intention, but an offer lnfs actuafly beei1 made on these lines~to ha,nd over the 
conces~ions under the control of the company to a certain syndicate company which is to construct the·line· 
upon the preliminary actual expenses for getting the Bil'l through Parliament being paid. 

457. You have been in communication with the representative of capital, and an offer has been made 
on those lines? One offer which has been made on, those· lines was made to• the· representative of another 
svndicate which has a Bill before the House. 
· 458. I was not referring to that-I mean communications· ha:ve taken place between your Board, and a 

representatives of capital on these lines, if the rights· are obtained for the constructions of _the line ? l was 
going tu say, I was only giving instance No, l. The second case is· one in which we have been approached 
by a representative of English capital. I cannot say that there is a specific offer in writing on the, terms 
I have· mentioned, bu_t it is understood it will be completed' at any moment by the company, if desfred,. 

459'. Ha-ve you in your mind any doubt tnat· the req11isite capital will be submitted? No. 
460. Can you give us any idea what proportion may be reasonably expected to be raised from 

Tasmania alone? No, I don't think I could. 
· 460A: Could you not give some proportion, do• you think half? Wi>ll; it is thought so by some, but 

that is a matter of opinion. 
461. b that opi11ion sharnd in conjunction with your co-directors 7 ~ Is that the geneval opinion ? As-

far as I know on the subject, but I could not say positively'. It is not mirre. · 
462. At least one-fifth of the capital· wou:ld. he h1isedi? I certainly think it would!. That view of 

the subject is held by men whose financial knowledge of the colony is more extensive than mine, 
463. I presuriie the directors and shareholders ate mostly rrien ot considerable means:..-they are ~en. 

of high· status, ai'e they not ? They are all men of standing. 
464', Have you any idea of the individual number of persons who are interested in the company? I 

am not quite sm•e· as to the number-I think about 300'. 
465. Can you: say wfiat parts of the island they embrace, whence they come? I would not say-I 

know they embmce a very large area. 
466 . .And repi•esent, I think, aH classes of interests:, fr01Ii the grazier down to the cockato·o, is it not so f 

Yes. 
467. By Mr·. Croft.~Have all the shates in this company of yours been taken up, Mr .. McKinlayt 

Not to my knowledge. 
468. You ate· a direciot of the company-how many shares do you hold? Five and twenty. 
469. Tweniy-five? Yes. 
470. That represents £25 when the whole or the capital has been called up, You have already paid\ 

2s. 6d. per share ? Yes. 
471. You do n0t know whether the whole of the shares haV'e been taken u:p? I a.rn almost certain, 

they have not. 
4n. The share capital was £5000? The secretary can give you more information. 
47$. Y<m al'e a director, and you don't know whether the shares have been taken up? I have already 

answered that question. 
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474. I may take it, then, that you <lo not know how many shares have been taken up? No, I do not. 
475. By Jlfr. Hartnoll.-If the gentlemen with whom you are associated for the promotion of this 

company only desire_ to see the railway carried through, and have not any intention to make any profit out 
of the venture, does 1t matter to yourself and those with whom you are counected whether the Government 
construct this line or not so long as you get it? Would it make any difference to the people of Launce,;;ton 
with whoin yon have any connection whether it is a syndicate railway or whether it is constructed by 
Government? Not the slightest, except that it would save them trouble and expense. 

476. Presuming the Government takes it over, would the syndicate be as willing to see it built by 
Government as to build it themselves? Yes, that is so, presuming the colony could bear the obligations. 

PHILIP HENRY PAHSONS called in, and examined. 
477. B.1111£1·. Hobkfrk-What is your name? Philip Henry Parsons. 
478. And yon are a prospector? Yes, a prospector. 
479. You live at Deloraine? At Chudleigh. 
480. Do yon know they are talking ofa railway between Mole Creek and the vVest Coast mineral 

fields? Yes. 
· 481. I think you know about the country? I have been traversing the country, prospecting ·it for the 

last ten years. 
482. These last ten years? Yes. 
483. Do you know the line known as lnnes's survey'/ I have not been along the whole of the line 

since it was surveyed. I have been through the country before it was surveyed. . 
484. You have been through the country through which Mr. Innes has been? Through most of it. 
485. Do you know Scott's survey? Yes, I have been along that. 
486. They both converge on the same point at Mount Pelion? Yes, they do. 
487. Which <lo you consider the most direct, the easier, 3:nd cheaper route to Mount Peli,!)n, Mr. 

lnnes's or Scott and Stewart's? Well, I should almost say Scott and Stewart's, and the lowest grade would 
be got at the lowest elevation, and I should almost think the easiest grade. 

488. It would be a little _longer than Mr. Innes's, would it not? Yes, I believe it would ; it takes 
the Mersey Valley, and runs up a lower level. 

489. Can you name any particular difficulties which Scott's survey escapes, and which Mr. Innes's has 
to overcome? Only the higher elevation of the top of Gadd's Hill, and went over what they call the 
M'Kenzie Plain. Stewart kept round what is commonly known as Howell's Plains and up tlie Mersey 
Valley, from Circular Ponds to Mount PeJion. 
. 489A. Which of the two lines pass through the most agricultural country? I really believe Mr. Innes's 
would pass through the most available agricultural land. · 

490. You think Mr. Innes's does? Yes, because over Gadd's Hill the land is more practical for 
farming purposes. 

491. Mr. Will has just stated that he thinks there is more agricultural land opened by Scott's? 
Yes, Scott's line opened up a good deal of good grazing and agricultural land. It would not touch at 
Lienna, and i\'Ir. Innes's goes through Lienna. 

492. Is there agricultural land•in the immediate vicinity of Lienna. Yes. 
493. lnnes's line goes right through, and Scott's only passes it? Yes, within five or six miles, so far 

-as I should judge, and the other line is a little further off. 
494. After you get to Mount Pelion, do you know anything about the nature of the country between 

there·and Rosebery? Yes, I have been over.it; possibly the worst country over the line is getting round 
Mount Pelion. 

495. Do you know the line Mr: Innes has followed in getting round Mount Pelion? Yes, I do. 
496. Do you think it is possible to improve on that in any way by going round; by taking a longer 

-grade? I think you would get a better grade by going round. 
497. How would that bring him out as far as Roseberv is concerned? It is a long stretch of country 

to travel over before he gets to Rosebery after he gets on to Mount Pelion. 
498. And the difference as to distance? It .does not make above two or three miles difference in the 

-<listance-not a mile. 
499. You mean to say that by going round Mount Pelion, and keeping lo1rer than Innes' line, it 

would not make more than two or three miles difference? He would not take a better track; not deviating 
more than is necessary. 

500. Is this what you mean : you don't think Mr. Innes's line would be improved upon to a greater 
extent than by making a slight deviation, and that would make a difference of two or three miles in the 
distance? Not to keep the same route. 

501. It would lessen the grade by taking a longer route? Yes, I don't think it would be taken by 
a much better place-not to keep the same route. 

502. To get a much easier grade than lnnis's would take you through an entirely different country
is that what you mean? Yes, through an entirely different country. 

503 .. Where would it bring you out? You keep to the south of East Pelion instead of to the north. 
504. How would you get to· Mount Rosebery by that? It would bring you out on to the Lake Dora 

,country, about 20 miles, I should say, as near as I could judge. J have not been through the Dora district 
.direct into Rosebery. 

505. What would be the distance nearly from Dora to Rosebery? Twenty miles, as nearly 11._s I can 

.say. 506. By Mr. Hartnoll.-After having travelled that way, do you mean it would be 20 miles additional, 
-or is it 20 miles from tli"e Lake Dora country into Rosebery? Twenty ~iles, I should think, from the Lake 
lJora country into Rosebery. 
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507. By lib·. Hobkirh.-You say it would be 20 miles from the Lake Dora country into Rosebery 1 
I would not positively say. I should think that. · 

508. That is your opinion'? Yes, not positively. 
509. How much longer would it be over the Mole Creek line than by Innes's line over Mount Pelion? 

1 should think it would make very little difference. I don't think it would make much difference. 
[Witness here explained the 

0

two lines by means of a chart.] 
510. By .iJir. Hartnoll.-How far do you think it is from Lake Dora to Mount Pelion by the way 

you have been? I could hardly estimate. -
51 l. By Mr. Leivis.-Have you ever been from Pelion to Dora? Yes; but I have not followed the 

route I have been speaking of. It would be 30 miles, I should think. 
512. By Jlfr. Hrwtnoll.-Mr. Innes made the distance from Pelion to Rosebery about 50 miles? 

. .About 45 miles. · 
513. By M1'. Hobkirk.-Which line, do you think, would tap the more valuable country-Innes's 

line or Aylett's? 1 don't think that there was a great deal of difference between them. - lnnes's track tape 
the most mineral. 

514. The other would, perhaps, tap more coal? I wonld not say. 
515. Either route-would serve Mount Pelian as far as coal is concerned? Yes, on either side. 
516. You are aware of the recent discoveries of coal at Mount Pelion? Yes, decidedly. 
517. They have been actually working upon one? Yes, undoubtedly. 
518. As regards that particular mine, either route would serve? Yes. 
519. Eitlrnr Aylett's or the other? Yes . 
.:')20. Do you know whether there have been, in that country up towards Mount Pelion, any recent 

discoveries? Yes, I believe there have been two or three. 
521. Two or three-there is the Mount Pelion Consolidated, is there not? Yes. 
522. And there are, in addition, two or three others? Yes, I have p;wked out and sent away from 

-these discoveries 140 weight of specimens the week before last. 
523. The week before last ~ Yes. 
524. \'\That has become of those specimens? Some were sent to Launceston and some to Deloraine. 
525. Have they been assayed do you know'! I do not know; there were 56 of coal and 58 of copper 

sent to Harry White. I consigned them at Mole Creek. . 
526. What are the discoveries, and their extent? One is copper, two are coal. 
527. Copper and coal? Yes, copper and coal. 
528. Can you say whether the mineral-bearing land is of a· large extent? Well, from Pelion to the 

West Coast and Rosebery therE= is mineral-bearing land right through. 
529. Without a railway wc-uld it he of any value to the Colony ? No value whatever ; it would not 

·be worked. [Piece of ore produced.] 
530. Where did this piece of ore come from? It came from the consolidated copper. I brought 

280 weight from the same place. 
531. Is there any extent of that? Yes, 1 believe so, so fa1· as we know. We. have not sunk any 

depth. . 
· 532. Do yon· know whether this bas been assayed? Yes, there has been an assay of that. 

533. What was the result? As high as 30 per cent. of copper; as to silver I would not say; the 
gold, I believe, was 5 d wts. 

534.· You cannot say what was the average assay? No, I cannot; but I know there was _30 per cent. 
of copper. 

' 
HARRY WHITE, called in and examined. 

535. By M1·. Hobki-rk.-Your name, Mr. White? Is Harry White. 
536. And you are a sharebroker? Yes. 
536A. ·carrying on business in Launceston? Yes. 
537. Are you interested at all in recent discoveries between Mole Creek and West Coast? I am the 

·secretary of a:ii. association whose operations are in that direction. 
538. You are the secretary of an association whose operations are in that direction? Yes, since 

August last. 
539. Si11ce August last? About August last. 
540. Have discoveries of any importance been made? Various discoveriet1 have been made, particu

larly of coal, but until recently we did not deem them to be of any value. 
· 541. Has anything taken p1ace to make you alter your opinion? Yes, we have made one discovery 

as regards the value of the coal. -
542. What particular value, then, does this coal possess? 'l'he coal is of a most favourable nature; it 

will make coke. I brought one or two samples to show the Committee. 
543. Will you kindly produce them ? Yes. 
544. Have you coal in it;; original state as well as in the coke_? Yes. [Specimen of coal and 

coke produced.] 
545. B11 Mr. Hm·tnoll.-How far would- this be down? Not far at all; it is on the surface. 
546. Hall it not been found in a quantity ? No, up to the preRent time it has not. 
547. Mr. Furmage says it is traced for some three or four miles? In its thickness it is of sufficient 

length to prove that there is a seam of coal six chains loug. 
548. Are you engaged in daveloping it further ? Yes. 

_ · 549. You say it has been analysed; would its analysis compare with th~t of the N ew_castle coal? I 
am not in a position to tell the Committee that now, because I have not got the comparisons ; they are 
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being obtained. I may tell you that pieces of that coal are in the hands of Mr. R. M. Johnston, the 
Government Statistician, and if your Chairman can wait upon him (with my permission) he can get 
his analvsis. CV8,0'.: r,v2ro~ 

550. Assuming that the coal can be delivered in large quantities and of good quality, where do you 
expect to find a market for it? On the· West Coast Coast, of course. 

551. What is the nature of the market there? A very large one for coke at the present time. 
552. Do you think that the coke would be of sufficiently good quality? I am not prepared to say at 

the present time. • ::oJaA:J TI 
553. Do you know anything about the quantity of coke consumed there? No, I do uot, except that 

I saw a_ letter from Mr. Sticht, the metallurgist, in March last, where he said the consumption was 50· 
tons per week, but the consumption has very much increased since that. Jj2~~ 

_ 554. Look at that document and read the "facts and figures" compiled, and say what yo11 find the 
consumption to be? [The witness here read an extract from the document, as follows :-] 
EsnMATE of Quantity of Freights to be imported into Stralrn.n Harbour for the next year for the purpose of the

Mount Lyell Reduction Works. 
For construction purposes for second plant of five furnaces, machinery, timber, bricks, &c., and Tons. 

sundry stores ..................................................... .. :...... ........... ......... .. . ......................... 8000 
For consumption during the next year-

~i!3;i~~··::: :: : ::: : :: ·.·.::: :: : : : : ::::::::::::::: :: :: :: : : ::·.:::: :: : : : : : : : : : : : : : : ::::: :: : ::: ::: : : :: : : ::: :: : ::::: ::: : : : ::: : :: : : 1~ggg 
28,000 

Export for the next year-
Copper ......... · ..................................................................................... .-...................... 7800 

After the completion of the second set of five furnaces, which will extend the reduction works to a plant of ten 
furnaces, with a capacity of 1000 tons of ore per day, the consumption of imported material per annum will be a~
follows :-

Coke ................................................. . 
Coal .................................................. . 
Sundries ............................................... . 

Tons. 
86,000 
27,000 

4000 

67,000 

There are mineral discoveries of a similar nature to those of Mount Lvell. 
555. Assuming there would be none, where would be the market· for the material you have? On the· 

West. Coast, where these discoveries are proved. 
556. To get that market what would you require? A better means of conveyance than there is now. 
55.7. I assume this railway is necessary? Yes, for conveyance of coal an<l coke, you cannot possibly 

get it there without; and there would be no use of spending the money for development. . 
558. Can you tell the gentlemen of the Committee of any mineral discoveries that 'have been made?' 

I know of one five miles distant from this coal, from which they are sentling a lot of mixed minerals, .and 
its assay for copper was 4 per cent.., silver 7½ per cent .. and gold 2 dwts. pei· ton. 

559. Vi'hat particular mine wa;; that? No pai·ticular mine, the association I represent. It is 2 feet 
wide. There is nothing further proved: _it. is proving itself; it extends along the surface six or eight chains. 

560. Have you been in touch at all with many persons who are acquainted with the nature of the 
country up there? Yes, there was Mr. RusseH, who was the first one to go over the track, on more 
than one occasion; he was in constant communication with myself; but there are others, but more 
particularly him, because he went there when in a rough state, about ten years ago ; but then he only spoke 
in a general way of its being mineral-bearing and coal-bearing. He has had some experience there because 
he was there with Mr. Will abo.ut two years ago. 

561. Have you spoken to others? Yes, Aylett and Will, and others who have been out some time. 
562. And what did they say? I enquired more particularly about minerals. from them; ·they spoke 

favourably about the land in many· places, stating that it was very good along the route. 
563. What would be the effect on the mining industry in that direction if a, railway were not con

struct.eel? Very disastrous, I should think. 
564. Will it practically put an end tu all operatio:is there? No, I don't think that, because miners 

are not to be put out exactly ; they will find another outlet by Zeehan. It is absolutely necessary to the 
development 0£ that portion of the country that communication. by rail be established, either by Mole Creek 
or Zeehan. 

565. I>o yo.u mean those discoveries? l a:m not prepared to. say that they are in such a state of 
development as will warrant a railway there. 

566,. But.su,pposing they• are in• such a state of development? If there is not a possibility of a rail
way, there is no use speuding money there. 

567. The money that is being spent there is being spent purely in view of the. possibility or probability 
of a railway being constructed shortly? Yes, in the hope of a railway being constructed. . 

FRANCIS W. liIALES, called.in and examined. 

568. By Mr. Hobkirk.-Your name is Francis William ffales? Yes. 
569. Aud yolL are an Accountant residing in Launceston? Yes. · 

. 5?;0; You are the Secretary of a Company that lias bean formed for tlie purpose of' acquiring the right 
of constructing a rail'way between Mole Creek and the West Coast?· Yes. 
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571. Did yon, Mr. Hales, originate this project? I was one of the first ; I _was probably one of. the 
first -t_o_ bring others together. 

· 572. _Row long ago_ was it that-you ini_tiated the idea? I suppose it was twelve months ago. 
573. What steps did you take in the first instance 'l 1 called a meetinO' of a number of others whom 

I met, andw ho _were more directly interested in the matter. 
0 

574. I_Iow long since was it that you called that meeting? Some months ago. _ 
575. When was that meeting held? Four or five months ago; up to that point it was all informal. 
576. You spoke of several gentlemen from time to time, and the idea ct1lminated in a meeting being 

Jield ,about folll' or five months a_go? Yes. . 
. 577. By the Chairman.---The first meeting was held fot1r or five months ago? Yes. 

578. By Mr. Hobkfrk.-Have you any minutes of the first meeting? No. 
579. Where was that meeting held? It was held in the Launceston Stock Exchange. _ 
580. Can you give any idea of who were there? Yes, there were present, amongst others, S. J . . 

·Sutton1 H. Button, W. Fordyce, Dr. Stewart, of Latrobe. · 
581. What was the result of that meeting? The result of the meeting was that the Direct Route 

_Association requested that no movement should take place until a certain amount had been applied for to · 
Parliament for a track. 

582. Was anything decided upon? Nothing definite. 
583. Nothing definite? No. _ 
584. What was discussed? The probabilities of applying to Parliament to make the railway. 
585. 1t was not resolved that you should apply to Padiament? It was then decided that we should 

.not go and apply to Parliament; it was felt that it would be hopeless that we should go as a syndicate. 
586. That is what I want to get at-was anything resolved upon? It was resolved to form a 

•company prepared to make a railway. 
587. You did not resolve yourselves into a company? No, not formally. 
588. The meeting adjourned, you say, at the instance of the Direct Route Association? Yes. 
589. What was the next active step taken in connection with this matter? Well, since the informal 

·meeting took place nothing was done till the 28th September. .. 
590. Then on the 28th September the first meeting of which any record was kept, was held? Yes. 
591. Prior to that, there were informal meetings? Yes. 
592. Where did they take place? Sometimes at my office, sometimes at Mr. Martin's office, 

_ sometimes at the Stock Exchange. 
5!:i3. At those meetings wa~ anything decided upon? Yes. It was decided so far to form a company. 
594. Oh, it was decided that a company should be formed? Yes. · 
595. Was any decision then come to as to whether or not they should begin operations. Of course I 

am not dealing with the meeting of the 28th September, at that particular meeting when you say it was · 
, decided to do something. Why did you not do something? Because we kept adjourning to see what the 
:feeling was outside among the traders. . 

59n. Then, prior to the 28th you were feeling the pulse of the people generally on this question 7 Yes. 
597. On the 28th September you held a meeting: who were present? W. Martin, W. R. Stewart, 

Hedley Button, James Boag, G. T. McKinlay, Thomas Bourke, Ernest Lolder, and others. . 
.598. What was resolved upon? All those present formed a Committee to forward the proposed 

-railway, with power to add to their number, and that Messrs. C. B. Grubb, D. N. Cameron, C. Youl, 
Ja mes Barclay, Thomas Gunn, Thomas Bourke, and S. Eardley-Wilmot act as promoters and trustees for 
the benefit of the company hereafter to be formed to acquire the rights if granted by Parliament. · 

599. Are these trustees the persons who are now applying for the Bill? They are. 
600. Was anything else decided upon at that meeting? Yes, the result of the interview previously 

held with Mr. Sadler was reported, and that was all that was done, except the formal business that solicitors 
be instructed to apply to Parliament for leave to bring in a Bill, the object being to a11thorise the construc
tion of a railway. 

601. At that time were the promoters or gentlemen interesting themselves in the matter aware of any 
-other scheme, or any other application for rights 7 They were aware of that on the morning before. 

602. By what means were they made acquainted with the other scheme? On Monday morning, 27th 
:September, by an advertisement in the paper. _ 

603. That advertisement was a notice of intention to apply on behalf of R. J. Sadler? Yes. 
f\04. Do I understand that tltat was the first intimation yon, or any of those associated with you, had 

0£ the existence of the second project? Yes. . _ . 
605. I understand you have said further that prior to that meeting it had been· decided to apply for .. 

these rights? This will confirm it-(Witness read from minutes):- . 
On the 28th September Mr. McDonald reported, on behalf of the sub-committee, that he had interviewed Mr. 

R. J. Sadler in reference to the scheme Mr. Sadler was promoting with a view of ascertaining whethe:r: he meant to 
.construct the railway, if power granted, or whether he was merely taking the matter up as a speculation. Mr. 
McDonald reported that he had not been able to get a satisfactory answer from Mr. Sadler. 

606. When was that sub-committee appointed? It was appointed some weeks before. 
607. The sub-committee was appointed to wait upon Mr. Sadler? Yes. _ 
608. When? I am not very clear whether it wa., Monday, 27th, or Tuesday, 28th September. 
609. Was a meeting held before Tuesday, 28th, with reference to Mr. Sadler's notice? Yes, repeatedly .. 
610. Witl:i reference to Mr. Sadler\; notice? Yes. 
611. When was that meeting hel<l? It must have been the day. before (Monday) or on that morning. 

I think it was Monday afternoon, 27th,. or early on Tuesday morning. I am inclined to think it w_as. 
Monday afternoon.. I was not secretary : thei•e was no secretary. . · 

612. Were you present at any of the previous meetings? Yes, every one of them. _ . . 
613. Although- there was no minute to that effect, had it been. virtually decided tha~ application should . 

be made for this bill ? Yes. 
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au. bt that you huve no doubt? No, 
615. You think the meeting was held on Monday afternoon or Tuesday morning, at which a committee 

was appointed to wait on Mr. Sadler-what instmctions were given? We were instructed to say to Mr. 
Sadler that if he had any bona .fide capital at his back, and could satisfy us as business men, we would 
absolutely recede from the position we were taking up, and that if he felt confident of a fair amount of 
succe11s, and wanted help, we would not only be glad to go in ourselves, but would use ou:- infiueuce to 
assist him. · 

616. Those were vour instructions? Yes. 
617. Acting on those instructions, did ~-ou yourself wait on Mr. Sadler? I did not. 
618. Who waited on Mr. Sadler? Mr. McDonald. It was considered by myself and the other 

members of the sub-committee that Mr. McDonald should wait upon him. 
619. Mr. McDonald having waited on Mr. Sadler, the committee attended this meeting on the 28th 

to report? Yes. 
620. In consequence of that report, was it decided to do anything? Instructions were given to the 

solicitors to draw up the Bill. 
621. It was decided to give instructions to the solicitors? Yes. 
622. Was a subsequeut meeting held for the promotion of the Company? Yes, on the 4th October. 
623. Is that the next recorded meeting? Yes. 
624. Who were present? William Martin, G. T. M•Kinlay, TLomas Bourke, Hedley Button, W. R. 

Stewart, F. W. Hales. 
62.5. At that meeting what was decided upon? A company was formed for the purpose of providing

direct railway communication with the West Coast mineral fields by a line starting from the Chudleigh 
Junction or Mole Creek Station, on the Government railway system, and connecting with the Government 
line now being constructed betwee11 Zeehan and Rosebery; the capital to be £5000 in 5000 shares of 
£1 each: 

626. Were the provisional directors appointed? Yes. 
627. Who were they? C. B. Grubb, T. Bourke, Thomas Gunn, Charles You!, J. I. Boyes, 

W. Fordyce, W. Martin, F. Holmes, S. Eardley-Wilmot, D. N. Cameron, James Boag, David Ritchie,. 
D. M'Kinnon, W. R. Stewart, F. W. Hales, Ernest Lodder, L. S. Holmes, P. Oakley Fy~h, W. H. D. 
Archer, G. 'l', M'Kinlay, A. Hinman, Hemy Reed, Hedley Button, J. 'I.'. M'Donald, James Barclay,. 
A. Beaumont, and William Gibson. 

6_28. There was a further resolution at that meeting. 
629. Were you appointed at that meeting? I think it was at a later meeting. 
630. Come to the next meeting : was there nnyrhing else resolved? Yes; it was decided that the 

promoters should take no pecuniary int!)rest other than as subscribers to the company. 
631. Was it the unanimous wish of those present that the matter should not be in any way carried on· 

for the profit of the persons associated? Yes; in fact, at one of the informal meetings a resolution to 
make promoters' shares was swept away at once. 

632. Was there anything else at that meeting? No. 
633. When was the meeting held at which the company may be said to have been formed? Eighth 

October. 
634. At that meeting the directors were appointed, and the secretary? Yes, and 1100 shares were 

eubscribed for. 
635. At that meeting were directors appointed? No directors were appointed. 
636. Provisional directors? It has never been beyond that stage ; we have appointed an executive 

committee out of them. 
637. Let us have them? Charles Grubb, Thomas Bou1·ke, Charles You!, William Fordyce, 

S. Eardley-Wilmot, W. H. D. Archer, G. T. McKinlay, A. Hinman, J. T. McDonald, and James 
Barclay. · 

638. What clast1 of men did they represent? 'l'hey were picked out as being representative of all 
interests. 

639. Individually they were practically the representatives of the different callings? Yes. 
640. I presume this was the prospectus (prospectus produced)? A draft of that prospectus wns 

submitted at the meeting, and approved of. 
641. The_ prospectus was mbmitted and approved of at that meeting? Yes. 
642. How many shares have been applied for? I have not got all the list-between 3500 and 4000. 
643. Between 3500 and 4000 were applied for? We only wanted 2500, and then a company was to 

be formed when 2500 were subscribed. 
644. And you say that 2500 were applied for-can you speak with certainty? For 3000 I received 

the money, and there were only the country lists to come in. 
645. How many individuals would these 3500 shares comprise? I suppose, I should say, about 250 

distinct individuals. 
646. Distinct individuals? Yes. 
647. What class of people took them up? Farmers, graziers, merchants, shopkeepers, and other■ 

interested in some form or other in getting the line. 
648. What district did these 250 come from? Scottsdale, and, taking the line towards the midlands 

route, round Deloraine and down as far as Latrobe. 
649. You say, then, that all the shareholders resided at places from Latrobe as far as Scottsdale? Yes. 
650. The promoters who are named in the Bill asking for this concession-were they appointed, or 

were they tmstees appointed by the company for the purpose of acquiring these rights? They are actually 
appointed, specifically as trustees, to acquire the rights-(witness read from the minutes): "Resolved, 
that all those present form a committee to forward the proposed railway, with power to add to their 
number :-Messrs. ,C. B. Grubb, D. N. Cameron, C. You!, James Barclay, Thomas Gunn, Thomas 
Bourke, and S. Eardley-Wilmot to act as promoters and tmstees for a company hereafter to be formed to 
acquire the rights if granted by Parliament." 



(No. 74.) 

21 
651. If those rights be granted, what is the intention of the company? To hand them over to who

ever will make a rai).way. 
ti52. ls it the intention of the company to ask for any profit themselves? None whatever. • 
653. Has that been expressely stipulated'! Yes, by the directors and many of the large shareholders,. 

and it lias been given out to the shareholders in speaking to them. 
654; Can you say of your own knowledge of those 250 shareholders interested, that in taking up shares

they are not getting any direct benefit beyond the construction of the railway? I think I can state that 
from my own knowledge I have spoken to almost all of them, and I have been very careful to impres11. 
them with the fact that the application is made purely on the ground of the necessity for the railway. 

655. Assuming that you obtain the rights and succeed in getting the necessary capital, is it intended 
to ask the new company for anything more than cost, and what, for the present company? . Only for the 
sum that it will cos_t us to get the rights. · 

656. You merely ask for out-of-pocket expenses? Out-of-pocket expenses. 
657. Can you say what probability there is of obtaining the nPcessary capital to construct the railway,. 

take it locally, for instance ? Well, we have been fairly well assured that from one-fourth to one-fifth can 
be raised in the colony. · 

658. That is, in Tasmania ? Yes, in Tasmania. 
659. Is that opinion shared in general by the directors? Yes. 
660. Some of the shareholders and directors are men of considerable means? Yes. 
661. Have any of them expressed the i11tention to take up shaies to any extent? Yes. 
662. Apart from the money you expect to raise locally, what are your prospects as to raising the 

money? We have been already approached by one representative of English capital. 
663. Is there any doubt in the minds of the company that the extra capital will be raised? No, if 

they can get the Bill through in its present form. 
664. Yon have read the Bill? Yes. 
665. Carefully? Yes. 
666. Does the Bill contain any clause giving the promoters any particular advantage or emolument 

excepting the concessions asked for and the right to construct the railway? That is all that was contem-
plated. _ 

667. As far as yon know, is that all that the bill gives? Water-power is also asked for, but it is 
rather tied with restrictions. · 

668. As to what? For use for the purposes of the railway. Clause 100 of the bill states :-" It 
shall be lawful for the promoters to use all or any of the waters aforesaid for any ofthe purposes hereinafter 
specified-to work any machinery that may be erected by the promoters for generating, making, transmitting, 
and Bupplying electricity or other motive-power to the railway or other works authorised by this Act, and. 
to the lands which the promoters are by Part XIII. of this Act empowered to select." 

669. Does it give any for the purpose of sale? No, not for distribution or sale. 
670. I Ruppose, in connection with the applications of persons to take shares, yoq have conversed 

with numerous people as to the advantage and route of the rail way? Yes. . 
671. What class of people have you spoken to? Every class, I am sure, from the biggest merchant 

and biggest grazier down to the smallest farmer and smallest shopkeeper, and even the carter who will be 
employed in carting goods to the railway, and the small-produce man. 

672. What is the universal opinion? Everybody in favour of the railway-the necessity for the rail
way. 

673. Can you say what area of the country will be benefited by the construction of the railway? The 
whole of the western-by the western I mean the Deloraine and Westbury country, the eastern, and the-. 
north-eastern, and the northern portions of the colony-all these will be benefited. 

674. How will the eastern and north-eastern, districts be benefited? By the fact (I am expressing the· 
opinion of a grazier up there) that if you take the western stock that way, the Launceston market will be-· 
clear to us ; a Fingal grazier told me that. 

675. What is the opinion of yourself and those who are associated with you as to the possibility of this 
line coming into competition with any of the Government lines? It would not be possible, it would b"T 
exactly to the contrary. 

676. Will any of the Government lines derive any benefit from the construction of this line? Yes, the
Western line materially, and the Chudleigh line. 

677. By what means?· By the traffic between any point here-or of these lines-and the commence-
ment of the Mole Creek line, of both passengers and goods. 

678. What about the portion of the line between Deloraine and Devonport? Particularly Deloraine 
and Devonport, and in fact, right on to Sheffield. The farmers living in that portion of the country will be_ 
able to get their butter and potatoes and other produce-they produce butter and potatoes largely-into·-. 
the mineral fields direct. ' 

679. That will, in your opinion, be a more preferable route than going via Burnie? Yes. 
680. Shorter, I presume? Yes, shorter by eighty miles. 
681. Would. it improve the Chudleigh line? The present Chudleigh line we understand to he a losing· 

concern, but it will most certainly improve it into a paying .one worth running. 
_ 682. I would ask you, is the gauge of the proposed railway to be two feet or more; if the capital be 

available, is it not suggested that the narrow gauge be continued to the Chudleigh and Western line? Yes. 
683. Taking up the present 3 ft. 6 in. gauge? Yes, and making a continuation of the line from Chud--

leigh Junction to Rosehery. · 
684. And in that respect it is anticipated that the Chudleigh line will be turned into a paying one?· 

Ye11, the Government will get their proportion of the profits. 
· 685. Have you bad auy conversation with any_persons competent to give an opinion as.to the mineral' 

prospect on the intended line? Yes. 
686. Could you mention any prospectors besides those who have given evidence? Well, I cannot 

call to mind at present, but I well know that I could produce five or six men, equally reliable men. 
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687. To whom you have spoken .yourself? Yes. 
688. And who have been backwards and forwards? Yes. 
689, What is their opinion as to the probability, of mineral developments'/ They seem to hold the one 

opinion that from Mount Pelion to Rosebery. the country is a mass of minerals. 
690. That seems to be the one opinion? Yes, that seenis to be the one opinion. 
691. WhaL effect would it have on the, developments, or possible development;;, if the railway should 

not be constructed? There is no doubt that the lal'ge body of copper and coal would be valueless. You can 
develop a· gold mine with• the ordinary battery machine, but you could not develop the big lodes ; that is 
absolutely impossible. 

692. Is that only your own opinion, or is it the opinion of those others who are. competent to give an 
opinion on thi~ particular matter? It is not only my own opinion, but the opinion of others who are quite· 
competent to form an opinion on the subject. I may state that when I was requested, twelve months.ago,, 
to enter into this syndicate I point blank refused to ask any of my friends to go into it at all. 

693. Have you any friends who know-the country? W. L. Field, who has been there 8 or 9 times 
himself, ha~ told me on several occasions that he know~ of from 20 to 30 thousand acres of really good 
land, of first-class pastoral or fail'ly good agricultural land, that would be served by the railway at present. 

694. Mr. Field was asked to attend here to-day? Ye,;; he was most anxious to attend as a share
holder. 

695. ·He is a shareholder? Yes, a large shareholder. 
696. Has he ever given his opinion as to the effect of the line on the graziers? Yes; it was he who 

first drew my attention to the tremendous loss that is sustained in driving stock to the West Coast. 
697. What did he tell you was the. loss? He told me that the avemge loss was from 100 to 150 

pounds in many instances per beast in weight-that the valne of the meat when it· got there was 9d. per 
lb., at Zeehan, without reckoning tlfe proportion of deaths of beasts that got' off the track, so that you may' 
fairly say that, taking· a mob of 100 bullocks, you would lose from £3 to £4 per head, as much as £5 per head 
in many instances : that is, the differenee as between producer and consumer, and taking the c,,st of driving 
charges, and taking the number of deaths occurring-dm·ing the 7 or 8 days' driving, yuu may fairly say 
that unles~ the season is an extremely beneficial one, the loss would be £5 per head, it costs ·so much to 
get there. . 

698. That loss will mean an increased expense to the consumer? Yes, undoubtedly, that is the 
difference between the beasts on the farm and the beasts as sold to the consumer, between £4 and _£5. 

699. The producer and consumer would.both benefit by the railway communication? Yes, the pro
ducer would probably benefit; he would get better prices for his meat, having more or less risk ; the 
consumer would get better meat, with more quantity and a lower price. 

700. As regards sheep? No sheep can get throL1gh that country. 
701. I was going to ask you, with reference to driving sheep, would it be possible if a good track were 

made? There is no feed .on the route, and 1000 would not travel more than 10 or 12 miles a day in that 
-country; they w9ultl be practically eight. days without food. 

702. That would make them practically valueless.? Yes, almost valueless. 
703. Whence is ·mutton obtained for the West Coast? A very large quantity from Victoria. 
704. Do you know whether a great deal that is consumed comes from Victoria? No, not exactly. 
705. What is the consumption of sheep 1 I do not know ; between .13 and 14 thousand sheep were, 

consumed; I. do not know--what 'proportion came from. Victo1,ia; a lai·ge-proportion was sent from Victoria, 
a number from the Launceston and Bay ports, and shipped round. In one instance a farmer had been in· 
the habit of shipping to his son, who is a butcher at Zeehan, sending the sheep to Ulverstone, and thence 
along the route to Bischoff to their destination. 

706. The hulk of these sheep would travel by rail_? I. think the whole of them would. 
707, .A_nd the rail way would then, in your opinion; be largely, availed of by-graziers and· pastoralists ? 

Yes, by graziers and pastoralists.. . . 
708. As regards that particular point, can you give any other information as. to the sheep that were, 

taken by rail?- Every sheep would be taken by rail, I think ; ,they •can only ,be brought from Victoria at 
a terrific cost to Victorians. . r 

709. Have the promoters any idea of the probable cost per mile of this route? Yes ;· as nearly .as we, 
.can get it, it is £2184 per-mile,· · 

710. That is based upon what? It is based upon the information tha,t ·we. can get from prospectors 
·and· Innes's surveys, and other information. · 

711. What is the anticipated cost? Not exceeding. £2400 per mile." The £2400 per mile we base 
that on the fact .that the North-East Dundas,1'ram .ranged, from £ll00 to £3000, per- mile, and we were 
·given .to understand .that good stretches of country, fai;:iy level countl'y, .would reduce the average. cost to. 
£2400 per mile .. 1'he information. is from a fair source. I would like to. state. that one of the causes-of 
the delay is this : some months ago we proposed to get a survey made first of all, before we did an3'.thing;
but we found that the cost of the work,of making the survey would be ·rather, too, heavy .unless .we had 
some reasonable prospect of getting power to make the line; that q11estion was .considered. 

712. That was before .the promoters.asked for,the,grant of.50,000:aqres.? Yes .. : , . 
713. 50,000 acres ? Yes. · · ' 
714. ls that the·.only ·concession you, are asking for,,?, Yes, as far as the.land is• concerned. 
715. You are not asking_-fo,·.-the..!and·to be locked up?- No;- our, plans and-specifications are marked;, 

·but- in. the meantime anyone is empower.eel to take the· land. up._ . . 
716. 1'here is no provision in the Bill protecting or locking up the land for all. time.? No. 
717. It i., open-for selection. to. the general- public up to the. time of commencement?· Yes, .and the 

-company must perform certain things. , , 
718. At the present-time, -what is·.the view .of the promoters as ,to the v_alue of this land for which· you 

are asking for a grant-wliat is its present value, this 50,000 acres? I don't suppose that .-peo.ple, would·. 
:give one shilling an acre-for .it in .its present-t,tate., . 

719. It has no tangible, :value?. No, not. that I.know. of,. in. its present-inaccessible.state .. 
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720. Then, the-only way of-making it of value to the colony is to build a railway? Yes; imdoubtedly. 
721. If you build the railway, the colony will benefit? Yes, we shall have to pay the Land Tax, 

and we :must do something to it to pay the Land Tax, if it is agricultural land. If it is mineral. land we 
· have to,pay royalty on. all the minerals we take out. In that way, although -the Government_ parts with 
an estate which, at the present time, represents nix, a. probable source of revenue is provided by the 

·- Government,. undoubtedlv. 
722. The Government will be able to avail itself of the nature of the mineral discoveries and of the 

._ extent• :,nd quality of thcl land ? , . Yes. · 
·723. As to the royalty, you are-offering a royalty to the. Crown on all minerals found? . Yes, on the 

t-gross value of minerals -raised from the ground. 
724. I think you made some statement as to the probable quantity of stock that yot1 expect would ·be 

canied-over the line to Zeehan? , 'l'hat was based on last year's population and consumption, and estimating 
the probable growth of population there will be. some twenty to twenty-five thousand people that will 
require supplies in 1899. · 

725. Where did you get the figures from? We know the-population at the end of 1882 and also in 
: 1896 ;_ we know the large increa,-e that took -place in the population in new districts that are now being 
developed, such as the Dora and Rosebery away to the Pieman; we know since the same increase -has 

·gone on with the Colebrook-and Rosebery. country. · There will be smelters. up there, certainly .in Roseber:r, 
that will mount up to quite as many as are at Mount Lyell, say 3000. We know that Mount Lyell employs 

, an- a-verage- of the population of 4 ,to 1 : basing on. these calculations we. feel convinced that there will be 
25,000 people by the end of the year 1898. These people will want between. 20,000 and 25,000 sheep. 
,There are no sheep· i-n any quantity on: the N orth-W e:,1t- Coast, so that the whole . of the sheep must be 
supplied from the south and the west, and, as far as beef is concerned, it would be suppli_ed from the 

1Deloraine· district. 
726. What number of sheep do you anticipate carrying? We reckon practically almost the whole 

-of them. 
727. How many does the whole represent? 20,000 to 25,000 sheep. 

: 728. What· about bullocks ? . The western district will enter into competition to a certain extent with 
the 11orth-west coast, but it seems to me, from what I can gather, that thei·e will be room for both ; the 
north-west coast does not seem to produce all they want, in fact you have heard of it in the- evidence. If 

,they'supply 2500 or 30001-we will have th'e rest,-that is, we will divide the beef traffic; with the north-we!rt 
:coast. 

729. You will divide the ,beef traffic-with the north-west coast? I suppose so. 
730. What about competition against the other side-beef that comes across the sea? We don't get 

beef at this end of the-island from the other colonies; it goes to Hobart. 
731. Where does that come from? New South Wales. 

.. 732.· -Why does it not go to Burnie? They can supply themselves. Burnie and ourselves can snppl_!' 
,all the beef business ; we are alwavs able to hold the beef business. 

733. Have the promoters of your company made any estimate as to the passenger traffic? Yes, I-am 
not anxious to make too definite a statement on that point, -because we· have not verified it. properly, but 
assuming that where one travels by wa te1.- now, we feel certain that five or six will travel by land. 

"-734; And the passenger traffic will be drawn froµi whence ? All over the island, midland and south ; 
· Hobart will have to go that way, the Launceston people will have to go that way,• and the eastern. and 
western districts-a large portion of the eastern. Then there i., the Melbourne. traffic; many of the visitors 
to the mines·who-interview the directors will go that way. 

735. What about the passenger traffic to Burnie ? There will be a certain amount of that. I think 
: an·increase by· direct communication will be far greater than anything- -we will lose. 

736. Have you had any information from prospectors as to their intentions if the Bill goes through 'r 
Yes, in fact I have been beseiged by .many syndicates .. Several syndicates want to get an indication as tc• 
the line of country we will take exactly. They are. not mere native prospectors, but they have- foreign 
money behind them, men who are working with syndicates or have money of.their own. 

737. If the Bi]] be passed, will it lead to increased activity among prospectors? Undoubtedly, they 
.look upon it as a,new. unknown country. 

738. Where they may find another half a dozen- Mount Lyells ? -.Undoubtedly. 
739. Can J'OU give any -reason -why it is very desirable that the company should have its Bill through

this session ? Yes, it is felt that now is the most favourable time to commence to get a survey thro,ugh ;. 
,and if we don't get-it through this session we practically lose the year. 

· 740. ·Why-is,that ? .. ·Because we cannot start the suryey until October. 
741. You lose -this summer ? We lose a year ; losing this summer mean·s losing a year. 
742. If you don't get the Bill this year and you get it next, the survey would take place in the

summers of '98 and '99, instead of in the summers of '97 and '98? · Exactly, that is the reason for urgency . 
. The:· reason for· urgenC'y is-that-the money market is exti·emely -favourable for such projects as ·this. and we· 
cannot tell how long it will last. I would like to state this : in considering the concessions that are to be-

.. asked for, the. promote1·s ·studied most carefully to bring them down to the lowest possible level at which 
they considered it safe and reasonable to say that they could raise the money. Th_ey carefully eliminated 
from the request anything that would look as if they were apparently ·asking for too much. And I-_do not 
think that they can do with one-iotadess than they are askiag for. I- feel fairly confident they can get the-
money if they·want it. _ 

· 743 .. By Mr." ·Croft.-,-,-You say- you have ,been connected. with those who have been. anxious to have a 
line C'onstructed from '.\fole Creek to the West Coast mineral fields for about 12 months ? Yes. 

744. You had a number of,informal- meetings -prior to this. at which nothing.took place'/ Nothing was. 
recorded. _ 
· · ·- , 745.,,N othing cwas ;recorded, and nothi.:1g done? · We were like a ball of snow. We were growing,. 
and growing, and growing. 
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746. Did you grow?-you have told us that a number of influential gentlemen met, and it was resolve<l 
ihat nothing should be done? No, that we should· not proceed at once ; that it did not stop us. 

747. Was it not <lecided that you should not apply to Parliament? ']'hey said "Let us wait, other
wise we shall tread on ihe corns of the Direct Route Association." Mr. Sutton has promised the Com
mittee to make that clear. If you want it he can give it much clearer than I am able to do. 

748. Is it not a fact that you decided not to apply to Parliament? No, you are wrong, I meant not 
-at that time. 

749. You gave us to understand that unless Parliament advanced the sum of £5000, you would not 
proceed to Parliament: was it not decided not to do anything farther until Government granted you 
or some other people the sum of £5000 ; you would not go any further? There is a body called the 
Direct Route Association having many members, in fact nearly all the leading men on the town are 
directly interested. It is a voluntary one. Some of these men and others attended these meetings and 
·pointed out, "If you make application to Parliament now, you endanger our Direct Route Association 
_getting £5000. Let it lie a little while and see if the Minister will meet us." 

750. They wanted it to be patriotic, and you agreed to that? Yes, for the track. 
751. By Mr. Hobhir!t.-To construct a track? Yes; three or four years ago the graziers wanted a 

track right through. 
752. By 11fr. C1·oft.-You say that during all this time you and others were feeling the public pulse 

generally, to see how they took it? Yes. 
753. And during a considerable time the public did not show a great desire for the construction of 

.this railway ? On the contrary. 
754. In what practical form did they give expression to that <lesire? By an expression of opinion 

that they would be glad to enter into it. 
755. The opinion had taken no practical shape? We were not prepared ourselves to put forward any 

scheme. 
756. You practically took no step, you or those gentlemen whom you have named, until the a<lvertise-

ment had been put in by Mr. Sadler? Yes, we had meetings. _ 
757. Meetings that resulted in nothing? Ob, well, I was not Secretar_y. I cannot produce any 

·written evidence of what took place before that day. 
758. By Mr. Page.-Before the 28th October? The 27th. 
759. By Mr. Croft.-Mr. Sadler's advertisement appeared on the 28th'?-Can you put your finger 

•upon anything definite whether it had been resolved by you or any other person that notice should be given 
to apply for a Bill to Parliament? I can give you no documentary evidence. 

760. Can you point to any particular date upon which you or any other gentlemen had decided to 
.apply? I cannot give you any documentary evidence. . 

761. By .ilf.r. Hobhi?'lt.-You only know it is so? Yes. 
762. By 11Ir. Croft.-The question I put was this, at that meeting it was decided, in response to Mr. 

'Sutton's request that the time should be postponed, that application should be made for a Bill, but that the 
time should be postponed ? I don't think at that meeting it was actually decided that a Bill should be 
applied for, but the time was certainly postponed. 

763. Postponed? Yes. 
764. By 11'fr. Arc!ter.-What Mr. Hales said was that four or five months ago a meeting was called, 

·and it was decided that no movement should take place until the £5000 asked for by the Direct Route 
.Association had been granted by Parliament? Yes. 

765. By Mr. Croft.-This £5000 was never obtained from Parliament? I do not know. 
766. You do know, don't you? I have nothing to do with it. 
767. You were present at that meeting at which you said they decided not to do anything until £5000 

had been granted for something? No, not obtained; an application was to be made to Parliament. 
768. You were to stay your hand? Yes, they asked us not to do anything. 
769. Your hand was stayed until the 28th September? No. 
770. Did you do anything? We still kept in existence as a body. 
771. We can take it from your evidence up to the 28th September you had not decided to apply to 

Parliament for a Bill; then, having seen the advertisement, you summoned a meeting for Tuesday? No, 
-on Tuesday, 28th, Mr. McDonald reported. 

772. By Mr. Page.-That is, after Mr. Sadler's advertisement? Yes, I only know of one letter 
· written by our solicitors and a reply from Mr. Sadler. 

773. By Mr. Croft.-At the meeting on the 28th September can you say the names of the gentlemen 
who were present, and can you tell us to what extent they_ are interested in this company? I could not 

, tell vou. 
0

774. You could not? No. 
775. How many were present'? Nine. 
776. Can you say, collectively, how many shares they held or now hold in this particular company? 

I should say between 400 and 500 ; I should say 400. · 
777. And you say that if the whole'liability were called up it would be £5000; they have paid 2s. 6d. 

·.already? Yes, half a crown. 
778. You have only called up half a crown? Yes, only half a crown. 
779. You told us you have been feeling the pulse of the people generally ? Yes. 
780. And they have not even up to the present time responded? It has not been registered yet. 
781. Does the total number of shares that have been taken up or applied for exceed 4000 shares? No, 

·r do not think so. 
782. At half a crown per share the capital in hand now does not exceed £400? No. 
783. By Mr. Hobhirh.-There is a good call reserve? Yes. 
784. By Mr. C,·oft.-If the capital was called up it would not exceiid £4000? No; that is put in 

·.thelprospectus that it should not exceed £2500. 
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785. You have not, in fact, registered any company yet? No. 
786. Are there any foreign names in _the company? Certainly not. 
787. You believe in Tasmania for the Tasmanians? We had no foreign names at all. 
788. You say that the promoters carefully considered their Bill, what they had asked for, and were 

-prepared to pay. You asked for the freehold of the land? Yes. On the other hand, according to Section 
;83, Sub-section 3, " The promoters shall pay to the Minister for the use of Her Majesty royalties upon all 
gold and minerals obtained from every block of land granted to the promoters under the provisions of this 
Act at the rate of two and a half per centum of the gross value thereof on the ground. That the said 
·royalties shall he paid twice at least in every year." 

789. If you acquire your rights you expect to get capital on that condition? Yes. 
790. You ha-,-e not as yet agreed with any person or persons to take this concern over ? We are not 

··in a position to do so ; we ::,re not in a position to sell. 
791. Do you think any capitalists or company would accept on that condition, viz., paying two and a 

.. half per cent. of the gross value of the ore? It is rather a high amount, but I think it will be taken. . 
792. Do you think capitalists will deal with you upon that? I think so. 
793. You have had experience in other companies, I suppose? Yes. 
794. With reference to the Bischoff Company, have you considered that company? Yes. In the 

-evidence given in connectio::1 with the Great Western Bill it was shown that had the Bischoff Company 
paid one cent. on the gross value they would have paid . .£27,000 in the number of years it had been at 
work, about £2000 a year. I am not quite clear on those figures, but I think that is about it. 

795. Yon say your promoters have considered that? They considered that. 
796. And you believe that capitalists will take your Bill or Act when you get it and accept that con

.dition? Yes. 

797. By the Chairman.-Did I understand you to say that of the meetings held before 28th September 
_you were not secretary nor convener? I may have been convener; they were held in my office, or at the 
Public Exchange. 

798. You say that the reason for not going on prior to that meeting . was that a number of those 
·present were interested in the Direct Route Association? Yes ; that was in the middle of the year. 

799. They thought that your applying for the railway would prejudice the obtaining of this amount 
-for Innes's track? Yes. · 

800. Was that the reason urged why you should not take any further steps? Yes. 
801. That you were not to make any public announcement of the projected railway? Yes. 
802. As a matter of fiwt, were you a ware that application was made to the Minister for a sum to be 

placed on the Estimates fur the purpose of constructing Innes's track, and that the reason why the 
capplication was declined was because these railway proposals were then before the public ? I saw that in 
,the public newspapers. 

803. I presume that when you saw one application before Parliament you felt that, whatever result it 
might have upon the Direct Route Association, you could not long defer your application for this railwli.y 
-proposal ? . No, not if we considered the other application was unsound. 

804. As I understand, you did not intend to apply to Parliament until some definite answer had been 
--obtained with reference to tbe application for a grant by Parliament to constrnct Innes's track? Personally, 
.I and a number of others were against it, but we listened to the advice of Mr. Sutton and _others, and it 
was through their personal interest that we kept hack. 

805. It was in deference to their opinion that you did not take any further steps at that stage ? Yes. 
806. You said that the whole of the shares wel'e not applied for? No. 
807. Has your object in obtaining applications been frustrated by there being two schemes before 

Parliament ? Undoubtedly, two or three influences have been operating: first of all, the fact that there 
were two schemes; secondly, it was never put into the hands of public brokers; and, thirdly, there was 
-the difficulty of communication with people whom we really waut to be shareholders. 

808. This application that was to be made to Parliament by the Direct Route Association was in no 
way to assist your railway? No, nothing to do with it, nothing whatever. 

809. A cattle track would be of no use to you ? No, it was to be useful during the construction of 
·the railway for the farmers in the Great Western District. 

8IO. By .If.fr. Page.-You had some communication with Mr. Sadler. One letter was sent from 
_your solicitors, and one was received in return. Was that after 28th September? Yes. 

811. You say you grew. When was there anything definite first done that the outside world might 
know. ofthP. project·? The first minutes are on the 28th: Mr. Sadler's advertisement appeared on the 

·27th; but these meetings were following up a series of others which were not recorded, and which were 
-practically informal,-all of the same people. 

812. You had put forward no prospectus or advertisements until Mr. Sadler's had appeared? I trunk 
not. Oh, yes, there was one four or five months before a circular convening a meeting had been sent,-

·ihat meeting which has been spoken of. · 
813. By 1l1r. Hobkirk.-How far back before the 28th September was the last informal meeting 

held? I cannot tell you. There have been no records kept. 'fhere had been two or three. It would be 
,a fortnight before that. 

814. There had been an informal meeting no further back than a fortnight before Mr. Sadler's 
.·advertisement appeared? Yes, pretty well a week before, and things became pretty well to a head. 

815. Before that advertisement appeared, a certain body of gentlemen had a definite purpose in view? 
Yes; and this grew from a desire to induce Parliament to construct a railway. Discussion after discussion 
took place; and, when we s;i.w we could not get it, we said " could we make the railway ourselves?" 
'The idea kept on growing until it began to take a definite shape, a few weeks before the 28th September: 

Slit By Mr. Page.-Was the purpose manifested in any way before the 27th September? 
::Manifested to the public. 
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817. Was any expression given to it in any way from which we can get it through your own minutes 
or by circular to the public? A-circular was sent- to a large number of people of that meeting at the 
Exchange, all of whom I do not know. · 
· · 818.· ·Now, you ·speak of two schemes before Parliainenl, you call one unsound,-do you mean Mr. 

· ·Sadler's ?-.. I· did·not use Mr. Sadler's name nor call his scheme unsound. 
· 819. Was it y"our purpose or desire to· ask Parliament to make a railway?-if Parliament would make 

'·thf railway w·ould you be perfectly· satisfied ? Undoubtedly. · 
'820. By Mr, A1·c!ter.-You stated that nothing was done until the 28th September? There were no 

recorded minutes. · 
821. It.was then decided that a ·company should be formed? Yes, that is right, that a committee 

· ·ehoiild be formed. 
822. Really it was not known to the public abo"ut your company? It was as much known.then as it 

· was ·some time afterwards . .- It was: known to all the leading people about he1·e. On the 30th it was 
advertised. 

823. By 111.·r. Croft.-Did all these provisional directors ·act with Mr. C. B. Grubb, or did his name 
become attached after Mr. Sadler's advertisement appeared? ·,J think Mr. C. B. Grubb rode in specially 

''to that meeting at the Stock Exchange 5 or 6 months ago, but, unluckily, he did not attend it because he 
went to another'meeting at Mr. Hart's; •that fixes him. 

·· 824. As to these other gentlemen, did you see them? We were largely in touch with them before 
that. 

825. The wliole of them? ·Nearly all of them, fo1· instance Mr. Burk. 
•826. I-1 ow many shares has Mr. Burk? I cannot tell you-a hundred, speaking from memory. 
827. Mr. Cameron was admitted as a member? Yes. 

. 828. -He is in your Bill as one of the promoters-how many shares does he hold in your company? 
I do not think lie holds a share; he nev~r held one, as far as_ my knowledge is concerned. 

829. His name is unauthorised? No, he is not unauthorised; you appoint provisional- directors 
· without a share in every company that is floated. 

830. You have not the authority of individual members? Yes; we have them. 
81H. You had Mr. Cameroi1's authority? -Yes. 
832. These other gentlemen do all this from patriotic motives? Yes. 
833. Did Mr, Came1·on's name appear with his authority? Yes, the project had his original authority, 

but he ,vas not present, being unable to come. 
. 834. The project had his authority? I am not responsible for putting his name there; I cannot give 

-· any definite statement as to Mr. Cameron. 

JOHN T. MqDONALD, called in and examined. 

835. By Mr. IIobliirh.-Your name is John Turner McDonald? Yes. 
836. You are partner in the firm of Salisbury and Company? Yes. 
837. Are you a member of the company that has been formed for the pnrpose of constructing a railway 

to the West Coast silver-fields from Mole Creek? Yes. 
838. Do you remember Mr: Sadler's notice to apply for a similar Bill to that which you apply for? 

Yes, I remember that. 
· 83!). Subsequent to that notice appearing, was there a meeting held of the cornpany in which you are 

·interested? Yes, on the same dav. 
840. On the same day? Yes. - . 

. 841. It was 'l'ue~day ? Ye~, it was Tuesday. At that meeting a small committee was appointed to 
mterview Mr. Sadler and explain to him that this association being formed to build a railway, they were 
quite willing to withdraw if they were satisfied that his scheme would be carried out. 

842. And who constituted this MUh-committee? As a matter of fact, they did not act. They arranged 
one member of that committee should see Mr. Sadler. 

843. And that member was yourself'? Yes. 
844. You saw Mr. Sadler and had an interview? Yes. 

· 845: What took place between Mr. Sadler and yourself? The substance of the interview was, that 
·. I explained to him that- the object of oui' H.ssociation was practically the same as his. He said he was 

already aware of that. 
846. How do you mean? He knew there was an association in existence. I think I am right in 

-saying that.· · 
847. Do you know that he was aware of. that? That is my impression. 
848. You explained to Mr. Sadler, you say, that an association was .formed for the same purpose 

as his? Yes, but that the object of that association being to see a railway built, they were quite willing, 
if they WPre satisfied of his ability to carry out the scheme, to retire, and give him all the assistance they 
could. That point was made clear to him-that the object of the association was to get a rail way built, 
and .they did not· care who did it. If they were satisfied -that he was able to carry out the_ project to build 
the railway they were quite willing to stand aside and let his principals do it. 

_ ·. 849.· Well, what was Mr. Sadler's response. to that? It was what I expected, that it was a matter of 
bus'iness,· and that he did not care to show his hand. 

850. Give us his words as far as possible? Those were practicallj his words, that it was a matter of 
business ;-- he was asking for a BilLand expected to make a profit on the ·flotation of a company. 

. 851. Did -he say that?_ Certainly, that it was a matter of business to him, and it would be showing 
his hand· to say who were his principals and 1wliat was their standing, •aiid · that the1'efore ·he· declined 
to do it. 
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852,. Was that all that took place between you and Mr. Sadler? .At first Mr. Sadler seemed 
inclined, in confidence, to tell me who his principals were, and what was their standing, but on second 
thoughts he said he would require time to think over ·that. 

853 . .Afterwards he said it was a matter of business out of which he expected ·to make a profit, and 
did not want to show his hand? Yes.- . 

854. Did you under.-tand that .. he distinctly refused to. give you that information? Before the reply 
that he would think it over, he first said that he would tell me in C'onfidence; I did not take him up at that 
moment, and later on whim I spoke of it again he said, "I will think over that." Later on ,I said I would, 
·See him next day. 

855. Did you' see him next day? I saw him next day, and he did not give me the information; I 
understood him to say he would think the matter over. 

856. Did he as ~ fact definitely refuse to give you the information? Yes, he did. 
857. Did anything further take place between you and Mr. Sadler? Later on Mr. Sadler saw me · 

again . 
. 858. I mean on that Tuesday? Nothing fi.J,rther took place then. 
859. I meant on that Tuesday. You know on the Tuesday a meeting was held at which , it, w~, 

decided to apply for a Bill. There was a meeting held to receive your report as to the nature of your. 
interview .with Mr. Sadler? I am not certain of. the dates. 

· 860 . .After the _interview a meeting was held: did you report at that meeting what had taken place· 
between you and Mr. Sadler? Yes. 

· 861. Wh'at was decided at that meeting? It was decide.d as we were met in that way by Mr.· 
Sadler there was nothing for it but to proceed. 

862. Was it then decided to form a company? Yes. 
863. Had you taken any active part-in the direction of this business prior to the appearance of Mr.· 

Sadler's notice? No; I was a member of the association, but I had not attended any of its meetiags;, 
but I-came to that meeting, having been specially asked to do so. 

864. You say you were a member of.the association: what was the object· of the association.?- To,; 
prepare the way for getting-railway. communication through to the West Coast. 

865. As to what had taken place before that time, yon know nothing?. No, I know nothing., 
866. By Mr. Croft.~You remember perfectly well Mr. Sadler's notice appearing in the Launceston,'. 

·papers? Yes. · · . 
867. Were you in Launceston at the time? Ye~. 
i::168. Was the first intimation you had of it gained through reading that paper in the morning, or was 

your attention drawn to it by some one else. - From reading the paper. 
869. I presume it was in the forenoon? · Yes. 
870. Had you acted with any as~ociation or syndicate prior to that, the "object of which would be the 

obtaining of a rail way from -Mole Creek to the· West Coast? Yes. 
871. Had you any connection with any person or.persons whose object was to obtain that railway? 

My name was on the list of the. members of the association. 
872. What association ? I do not quite know the name of it. It was really an offshoot of the Laun-

ceston and West. Coast. Direct Route Association. . 
873. Was their object to get a road or something of that kind? Yes. 
874. Not for a railwav? 'l'hat was the Direct Route Association; this was an offshoot. 1 am 

referring to the association t·hat was in existence before that association was public. 
875. You say yon only went to one or two of their meetings? The first meeting I attended was on 

the. day ,Mr. Sa<ller's advertisement appeared. 
876. But there had been meetings before that, months before? I could not say. 
877. You could not say? No, I only know that my first active connection with it was on the day 

that meeting was held. · . · 
· · · 878. What prompted you to go to that meeting? I was invited to attend the meeting. 

879. By· Mt·. Hales? At his instance, I presume. 
880. At his, instance that meeting was held; where? .At Martin and Hobkirk's. 

, 881. --At. Martin- and Ho~kirk's, office-then this notice. of intention .to apply of Mr. Sadler was 
d\s~ussed, l p1·esume ? Yes. . 

, 882_. Did you know: of,any other company, or persons, prior to that time "'.hose intention was to apply 
to Parliament for a b_ill to const_rnct a .ra,ilway, of your.own knowledge? No, I simply know this association 
had that object in view. I did not know of any other notice. 
' · · 883; What was the object in vie·w-to get i·ailway communication?- Yes, railway communica_tion. 

884. Can you give that associati_on·a name? No, I conld·not, I presume Mr. Hales could give you 
the-name.," , 

· · 885. No, he could not. H,ad .that. association t~ken .any practical steps? Beyond meeting several 
times, and roughi_ng out a programme, I do not think so. 

886. Beyond a few meetings, they had done actually nothing ·as far as the public were concerned? 
As far as the public were concerned they had don·e nothing. -I was a member of.the. associa,tion and I spent 
my_ 1~oney in it, l suppose, like everybody else. . 

· 887. ·:This prospectus-(produced) gives the names.of the provisional directors-I presume your name 
is authorised to be there? Yes. 

The• Committee1adjourned :sine die.-
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APPENDIX A. 

To tlte Honourable the Speaker and Members of t!te House of
Assembly of Tasmania, in Parliament assembled. 

The humble Petition of Charles Beaumont Barnes Grubb, Donald Norman Cameron, Charles 
Youl, James Francis Oliver Barclay, Thomas Gunn, Thomas Bourke, and Stuart 
Eardley-Wilmot, 

SHEWETJI: 

1. That notice of the intentio·n of your Petitioners to apply to the Parliament. of Tasmania. for 
leave to bring in a private Bill was published wit.bin three months previously to the presentation of 
this Petition, as follows, that is to say, in. the Hobart Gazette on the fifth and twelfth days of 
October, one thousand eight hundred and ninety-seven ; in the Hobart Mercury, being a public·
newspaper published in Hobart, in Tasmania, on the first and eighth days of October, one thousand 
eight hundred and ninety-seven; in the Launceston Examiner, being a public newspaper published 
in Launceston, in Tasmania, on the thirtieth day of September, and the seventh and four
teenth days of October, one thousand eight hundred and ninety-seven ; in the Daily Telegraph,. 
being a public newspaper published in Launceston aforesaid on the thirtieth day of September and 
the seventh and fourteenth days of October, one thou~ancl eight hundred and ninety-seven; in the 
Tasmanian Democrat, being a public newspaper published in Launceston aforesaid on the first day 
of October, one thousand eight hundred and ninety-seven; in the Zee/tan aud Dundas Herald,. 
being a public newspaper published at Zeehan, in Tasmania, on the eleventh day of October, one 
thousand eight hundred and ninety-seven; in the Mount Lyell Standard, being a public newspaper· 
published in Queenstown, in Tasmania, on the ninth day of October, one thousand eight hundred 
and ninety-seven; in the Monitor, being a public newspaper published in Launceston aforesaid, on 
the first day of October, one thousand eight hundred and ninety-seven. 

2. That the general objects of the said Bill are-
To enable the Petitioners to construct a railway from some point at or near the Mole 

Creek Station of the Chudleigh branch of the Tasmanian Railway Western Line to 
some point in the mining districts of Zeehan, Dundas, Queenstown, or Gormanston ;. 
and also such· extensions and branches of and to such raihvay, or alterations, 
deviations, or variations thereof as may be authorised by the Parliament of Tasmania. 

To construct, work, maintain, and repair the said railway, and all such extensions, 
branches, and deviations, together with all proper rails, crossings, bridges, culverts,. 
tunnels, embankments, junctions, sidings, stations, buildings, piers, telegraphs, and 
other works and conveniences connected therewith or conveniellt for the purposes. 
thereof: 

To work the said railway by steam-power, or by use of electricity, or in any other manner. 
To purchase, lease, or otherwise acquire, any land, timber, stone, or other material for the 

purposes of the said railway, and the works and appurtenaces thereof; and to pro-
-vide for the incorporation of "The Lands Clauses Act," (21 Viet.No. 11 ), or so much 
thereof as may be necetisary for the said Bill, and otherwise for the acquisition of any 
such land, timber, stone, or other material. -

To purchase, lease, or otherwise acquire lands and easements tor mining purposes, and to 
carry on mining operations thereon, and to treat and dispose of the gold and minerals 
obtained thereby, and to sell, lease, or otherwise dispose of all or any of the lands or 
easements acquired for mining purposes, or of the right to mine thereon. 

To construct and work the said railway and the said extensions, branches, and deviations. 
over public roads and streets. 

To demand and take tolls and charges for the carriage of passeugers and goods upon such
railways and the said extensions, branches, and deviations. 

To provide for the due working and management of the said railway, and the said exten
sions, bmnches, deviations, and works; and to make by-laws and rules for the 
regulation of-the said railway and the traffic and business thereof, and to provide for 
the infliction of penalties upon persons infringing the provisions of the said Bill,. 
by-laws, or rules. 

To borrow money for the purposes of the s?,id undertaking upon security of the assets of 
the said undertaking or otherwise. 

To give and obtain running powers o!er other railways and tramways. 
To sell or lease the said railway and the said extensions, branches, and deviations, and 

· the lands and works connected therewith, or any of them, or any part thereof, as. 
shall be deemed expedient. 
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To take water from the River Mackintosh, or any other source or sources of supply 
which may be available and capable of being used in connection with or fo1· the pur
J•ose of supplying the towns, inhabitants, mines, and buildings in the ,v-estern and 
North-"'\-Vestern Mining Divisions of the Colony of 'l'asmania, and the said railway, 
with electrical and motive power, or water for motive power, or any other purpose 
whatsoever. 

To divert the course of any rivers, streams, or water-courses, returning the water to the 
original bed and course of the said river, stream, or water-course in as pure, unpol
luted, and clean a state and condition as the same was in when so taken and diverted 
from the original bed or course of the said river, stream, or water-course, and to take 
and use the waters of any lake or other course of water supply whatsoever. 

To use the said water so taken as aforesaid to work any machinery that may be erected 
by the promoters, or any person or persons, company, corporation, association, or 
syndicate for the purpose of generating, transmitting, or producing motive-power, 
electricity, or any other power, or for the working of any _other machinery whatsoever 
that may be erected by the promoters. 

To use the said water for any purpose whatsoever, provided that the same is not polluted, 
contaminated, or soiled in any way. · . 

To construct, maintain, repair, and work any niachinery or mechanical contrivance for 
the. purposes aforesaid. ' 

To provide for the construction of any waterworks, darns, drains, deviations, races, flumes, 
sluiceheads, and other necessary works or machinery to carry but the purposes afore
said, or any of them. 

To provide for the assessment of all lands, buildings, or other property within the said 
Western and North-Western Mining Districts. 

To sell, supply, hire, or rent to any person or persons, company, corporation, associatio1:, 
or syndicate, motive-power, water-power, electricity, or any other power. 

To demand and take tolls, and levy rates and charges, for the u,:e, supply, sale, hire, or 
rental of any motive-power, water-power, electricity, or any rig·hts, privileges, and 
powers whatsoever. 

To make and construct mains, drains, conduit pipes, and run wires on poles or otherwise 
in, under, along, or across, through, over, or upon any street, path, rig·ht-of-way, or 
other passage the property of any person, company, coi'poration, association, syndicate, 
or municipal or other body, upon paying· and giving them the proper compensation 
for the privileges aforesaid. 

To provide for the due working, protection, and manage1:i:lent of the said machinery, 
· w0:rks, deviation, races, flumes, sluices, and the making of by-laws and rules in con

nection or relation thereto, or for the infliciion of penalties on persons infringing the 
provisions of the said Bill. · 

To give, let, hire, or sell powers, rights, and privileges to any comp.any, corporation, 
association, syndicate, or -to any. person or persons whatsoever, upon any terms 
whatsoever. 

To provide for the sale, exchange, lease, or disposition of the said machinery, works, 
flumes, races, sluices, and lands, or any other asset or assets belonging to the 
Petitioners, or belonging to any company, corporation, association, person or persons, 
or any assigne~ thereof, either to any Government, company, corporation, association, 
or any. person or persons whatsoever, and for any consideration whatsoever, at such 
time a-nd upon such, tenns· as may be determined upon in the said Bill. 

The said BiJI -wili also contain all clauses usual in Bills of a like nature, or deemed 
proper for enabling the Promoters to carry out the said works and undertakings, or 
any of them. . 

Your Petitioners therefore humbly pr11y for leave to introduce the s.aid Bill. 

Dated this fourteenth day of Octobe1·, one thousand eight hundred and ninety-seven. 

JAS. BARCLAY. 
THOMAS BOURKE. 
S. EARDLEY-WILMOT. 
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APPENDIX B. 

To the Honourable tlte Speaker and Honourable lYlembers of the 
House of Assembly of Tasmania, in Parliament assembled. 

The Petition of the undersig·ned Robert James Sadler, of Launceston, in Tasmania, l\iining Agent, 

RESPECTFULLY SIIOWETH: 

That he is opposed to a private Bill entitled "The Tasmanian Central and "\Vest Coast 
Railway Bill," and on the following grounds:-

(a.) That prior to the introduction of the said Bill into the House of Assembly he, the said 
Robert James Sadler, had caused a private Bill dealing with the said subject to be 
introduced, entitled "The Great Midland and ,vest Coast Railway Bill,'' and the 
Bill first introduced ought to receive the consideration which is due to priority. 

(b.) That the concessions asked in the Bill which he 110w opposes are so inadequate that it is 
impracticable to get a line constructed on the terms of the said Bill, and if the said 
Bill is passed it will endanger the prospects of the construction of a line under the 
Bill of the Petitioner. · 

Your Petitioner therefore prays that your Honourable House will protect his interests and 
cause due inquiry to be made, and that he may be heard by Counsel in opposition to the said Bill. 

And yorn· Petitioner will ever pray. 

WILLIA~! GnA.H,UIF., JUX., 
\~.,,,•r:RNll!EN'l' l'RIXTF.R, T.J.S~J:AXJ:A. 

TI. J. SADLER, 


