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AMENDMENTS agreed to at a Conference of the Prime Ministers 
of New South Wales, Victoria, Queensland, South Australia, 
Tasmania, and vVestern Australia, ,vhich sat at Melbourne on the 
28th, 30th, and 31 st of January, and the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd of 
February, 1899. 

N OTE.-The word;: to Le omitted are enclosed in brackets [ -- ] ; 
· those to be inserted, in parentheses ( ). 

Amendment to Clause 7 of the said Draft Bill. 

(No. 16.), 

7 The Senate shall be composed of Senators for each State, directly The Senate .. 
chosen by the people of the State, voting, until t~e Parliament other-
wise provides, as one Electorate. - · 

(But, until the Parliament of the Commonwealth otherwise provides, ~
the Parliament of the State of Queensland, if that ,State be an Original 
State, may make laws dividing the Stcl;te into Divisions, and determining 
the number of Senators to be chosen for each Division, and in the 
absence of such provision the State shall be one Electorate'.) 

Until the Parliament otherwise provides, there shall be ~ix Senators 
for each Original State. The Parliament may make laws increasing 
or diminishing the number of Senators for each State, out so that 
equal reprf'sentation of the several Original States shall be maintained, 
and that no Original State shall have less than Six Senators. 

The Senators shall be chosen for a term of Six years, and the names 
of the Senators chosen for each State shall be certified by the Governor 
to the Governor-General. 

Amendments to Clause 57 of the said Draft Bill. 

57 If the House of Representatives passes any proposed. law and 
the Senate rejects er fails to paes it, or passes it with amendments to 
which the House of Representatives will not agree, and if after an 
interval of Three months the House of Representatives, in the same or 
the next_ Session, again passes the proposed law with or without any 
amendments which have been made, suggested, or ,agreed to by the 
Senate, and the Senate -rejects or fails to p_ass it, or passes it with 
amendments to which the House of Representatives will not agree, 
the Governor-General may dissolve the Senate and the House of 
Represe11tatives simultaueously. But such dissolution shall not take 
place within Six months before the elate of the expiry of the House of_ 
Representatives by effluxion of time. 

If after such dissolution the House of Representatives again passes 
the proposed law, with or without any amendments which have been· 
made, suggested, or agreed to by the Senate, and the Senate rejects or 
fails to pa~s it, or passes it with amendments to which the House of 
Representatives will not agree, the Governor-General may convene· a 
joint sitting of the Members of the Se11ate and of the House of 
Representatives. 
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The Members present at the joint sitting may deliberate and shall 
vote together upon the proposed law as last proposed by the House 
of Representatives, all(l upon· amendments, if nny, 'ivhich have been 
made therein uy one House and not agreed to by the other ; aud a11y 
such amendments which are affirmed by [Three-fifths of the Members 
present and voting threon] (an absolute majority of the total number 
of the Members of the· Senate and House of Representatives) shall be 
taken to have been carried ; and if the proposed law, with the 
amendments, if any; so carried is affirmed uy [Three-fifths of the 
Members present and voting thereon] (an absolute majority of the 
total number of the Members of the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives), it shall be taken to have been duly passed by both Houses 
of the Parliament, and shall be presented to the Governor-General for 
the Queen's assent. . 

Amendment to Clause 87 of the said Draft Bill. 

87 (During a period of Ten years after the establ.ishment of the 
Commonwealth, and thereafter until the Parliament otherwise provides,) 
of the net revenue of the Commonwealth from Duties of Customs 
and of Excise, not more than One-fourth shall ue applied annually by 
the Commonwealth towards its expenditure. 

The balance shall, in accordance with this Constitution, be paid to 
the several States, or applied towards the payment of interest on debts 
of the several States taken over by the Commonwealth. 

New Clause to· be inserted after Clause 95 of the said Draft Bill. 

(During a period of Ten years ~f'ter the establishment of the 
Commonwealth, arid thereafter until the Parliament otherwise provides, 
the Parliament may grant financial assistance to any State, on such 
terms and conditions as the Parliament thinks fit). 

Amendment to Clause 122 of the said Draft Bill. 

122 The Parliament of the Commonwealth may, with the consent 
of the Parliament of a State, (and the approval of the majority of the 
Electors of the State voting upon the question), increase, diminish, or 
otherwise alter the limits of the State, upon such terms and conditions 
as may be agreed on, and may, with the like consent, make provision 
respecting the eflect and operation of any increase or diminution or 
alteration of territory in relation to any State affected. 

Omission of Clause 124 of the said Draft Bill, and substitution of 
a new Clause-· 

[124 The seat of Government of the Commonwealth shall be 
determined by the Parliament, and shall be within territory vested rn 
the Commonwealth. 

Until such determination the Parliament shall be summoned to meet 
at such place within the Commonwealth as a majority of the Governors 
of the States, or, in the event of an equal division of opinion among the 
Governors, as the Governor-General shall direct.] 

New Clause in lieu of Clause 124 ~f the said Draft Bill. 
I 

(The seat of Government of the Commonwealth shall be 
determined by the Parliament, and shall be within territory which 
shall have ueen granted to or acquired by the Commonwealth and 
shall be vested in and belong to the Commonwealth ; and if New 
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.South Wales be an Original State, shall be in that State, and be.distant 
not less than One hundred miles· from Sydney. 

Such territory shall contain an area of not less than One hundred 
·square miles ; and such portion thereof as shall consist of Crown laiidR 
,shall be granted to the Commonwealth without any payment therefor. 

If Victoria be an Original State, the Parliament shall sit at 
_Melbourne until it meets at the seat of Government.), 

Amendments to Clause 127 of the said Draft Bill. 

(No. 16.) 

127 This Constitution shall not be altered except in the following Mode of altering 
the Constitution. ~manner :-

The proposed law for the alteration thereof. must be passed by an 
~absolute majority of each House of the Parliament, and not less than 
Two nor more than Six months after its passage through both Houses 
the proposed law shall be submitted in each State to the Electors 

,qualified to vote for the election of Members· of the House of 
Representatives. , 

· (But if either House passes any such proposed law by an absolute 
,majority and the other House rejects or fails to pass it, or passes it with 
.any amendment to which the first-mentioned House will not agree, 
.and if after an interval of Three months the first-mentioned House, in 
the same or the next Session, again passes the proposed law by an 
absolute majority, with or without any amendment which has been ~ 
:made or agreed to by the other House, and such other House rejects or 
-fails to pass it, or passes it with any amendment to which the first
mentioned House ·will not agree, the Governor-General may submit 
·the proposed law as last proposed by the first-mentioned House, and 
-either with or without any amendments -subsequently agreed to by 
both Houses, to the Electors in each St.ate qualified to vote for the 

. election of the House of Representatives.) -
(When a proposed law is submitted to the Electors) the vote shall ~ 

,be taken in such manner as the Pm%1ment prescribes. But until the • 
-qualification• of Electors of Mern bers of the House of Representatives 
becomes uniform throughout the Commonwealth only One-hal~ the 
Electors voting for and against the proposed law shall be counted in 

. any State in which adult suffrage prevails. 
And if in a majority of the States a majority of the Electors voting 

"approve the proposed law, and if a majority of all the Electors voting 
.also approve the proposed law, it shall Le presented to the Governor-
General for the Queen's assent. · 

[An] (No) alteration diminishing the proportionate representation ~· 
-of any State in either House of the Parliament, or the minimum 
number of representatives of a State in the House of Representatives, 
{or increasing, diminishing, or otherwise altering the liinits of the 
,State, or in any manner affecting the provisions of the Constitution in ~ 
relation thereto,) shall [not] become law unless the majority of the 
_Electors voting in that State approve the proposed law. 

JOHN VAIL, 
GOVERNMENT PRINTER, TAS~IANIA. 


