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SELECT COMMITTEE appointed on Wednesday, 23td; November, 1892, to 
consider the Glenora and· Oitse R'ailihay Bill ( Privaie.J 

MEMBERS· OF THE COMMITTEE. 

·MR. PILLJNGER. 
MR. SIDEBOTTOM. 
MR. MACKENZIE. 
MR. BARRETr. 

DAY OF MEETING. 

MR. Ll:ATHAJ\i:. 
MR. GIBLIN. 
MR. FEATHERSTONE, (Mover.) 

Friday, 25th November, 1892. 

REP'ORT. 
YOUR· Committee· have the' h'ono1; to repo1·t to your Hon0rable House that, having. carefully cc,n­
sidered and 'duly weighed the evidence·taken 'before the S·elect' 'Committ~e orr · the· Derwent Valley 
Railway Extension; preseritea. to your Hon'orable House on- the 25th' day of September, 1885, 
(H:A. Paper, No; 124); in: connection witH the Preamble; they·resolved'tliat'the' Pi·eamble stand part 
of the Bill: 

Your Committee then_ proceed_ed to con'sid~::- the several cl~uses· of the'.13iil~' whfch were agreed 
to,, with the addition of· tbe words· "A,.ny" agre·emen( ma~e p:nder this: Clause shall 'be subject to 
the approval of Parliament," t9. the-end of'Sections 15 and 16. 

The following: Resolution was a;lso agreed t? , by your Committee:-'~ That;-having regard to 
the Repo1•t' of, the Select· Coinmitteff· on ·the· Derwent'· Valley Railway .Extension .( H;A. Paper, 
No; 124; 1885), the· Promotet should n,W be -~:mnd'- to construct' the Railway'.vi& Ellendale, but 
should have the option of tlie•altetiiative· 1;oute ;filown a:s·•• The Parliamentary Su1.·vey Route,' and 
that the route decided upon by the Promoter shall be subject to the approval of the Governor in 
Council." -

Your Conimitt'ee havi tl1e- hori·o'L; to· suhrnit -t:l\.e Bill~' as' amended', to' tli'e · favbt1rable con­
sideration of your Honorable House. 

25th N,ovember, 1892. 
CHAS: E~ FEATII'ERSTONE·, Chair1f!,an. 
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MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS. 

FRIDAY, NOV.EMBER 25, 1892. 
Present-Mr. Leatham, Mr. Sidebottom, Mr. Pilling-er, Mr. Mackenzie, Mr. Featherstone. 
On the Motion of Mr. Pillinger, seconded by Mr. Sidebottom, Mr. Featherstone was voted to the Chair. 
'l'he Chairman tabled-Evidence taken before the Select Committee on _the Derwent Valley Railway Extension~ 

with the Report thereon (Vide Parliamentary Paper, H.A., No. 124, 1885); A Petition from Mr. Joseph Clarke for 
permission to bring in the Bill. (Appendix A.) .. .-

The Committee then entered upon the·eonsideration of the Bill. . 
The Evidence contained in the above-mentioned Report having been considered, it was resolved that the· 

Preamble stand part of the Bill. · . . 
Clauses 1 to 14 read and agreed to.· · 
Clause 15 amended, on the Motion of Mr. Sidebottom, seconded by Mr. Pillinger, by adding the words" Any 

agreement made under this Clause shall be subject to approval of Parliament''. to the end of the Clause, and 
agreed to. . 

Clause 16 amended, on the Motion of Mr. Sidebottom, seconded by Mr. Pillinger, by adding the words " Any 
agreement made under this Clause shall be subject to the approval of Parliament" to the end of the Chtuse, and 
agreed to. 

Clauses 17 to 83 read and agreed to. 
Motion made by Mr. Sidebottom, seconded by Mr. Pillinger, and agreed to-That having regard to the 

Report of the Select Committee on the Derwent Valley Railway, (H.A., No. 124, 1885), the Promoter be not bound 
to construct the Railway via Ellendale, but should have the option of the alternative route known in the said Parlia­
mentary Report as "The Parliamentary Survey Route," and that the route decided upon by the Promoter should 
be subject to the approval of the Governor in Council. 

The Chairman tabled the Draft Report, which was read and agreed to. 
Resolved, That the Chairman be instructed to present the Report to the House at its next sitting. 
The Committee adjourned sine die. 

APPENDIX A. 

To the Honomble the Spealw1· and 1Jfembe1's of tlte House of Assembly of 
Tasmania, in Parliament assembled. 

The humble Petition of Joseph Clarke, of Melbourne, in the Colony of Victoria, Esquire, 

SHOWETH: 
1. THAT your Petitioner intends to apply for a Private Act of Parliament, the general objects whereof 

are set out in paragraph 3 of this Petition. 

2. That your Honorable House having resolved that its Standing Orders, numbered 407, 409, 410, 
and 411 should be suspended to enable your Petitioner to apply for leave to bring in such Bill, your 
Petitioner is enabled so to do without first having complied with the provisions of the said Standing Orders. 

3. That the general objects of the Bill are :-
To enable your Petitioner to construct a Railway from the Terminus of the Derwent Valley 

Line of Railway at Glenora, in Tasmania, to the Ouse via Ellendale, aml also such extensions 
and branches of and to such Railway as may be authorised by the Parliament of Tasmania. 
To construct, maintain, and repair the said Railways, together with all proper crossings, 
bridges, culverts, junctions, sidings, stations, buildings, and other works and conveniences con­
nected therewith, or convenient for the purposes thereof. 

To work the said Railway by steam-power, or in any other manner. · 
To purchase or lease any land for the purpose of the said Railway and the works and appur­

tenaces thereof, and to exercise all the powers, authorities, and privileges given to promoters 
of undertakings by the Lands Clauses Act, 21 Victoria, No. 11. · ' 

To. construct and work the said Railway over public roads and streets. 
To demand and take tolls and charges for passengers and goods carried on the said Railway . 

. To provide for the due work_ing and management of the said Railway, and to make by-laws and 
rules for the regulation of the said Railway and the traffic or business thereof, and to provide 
for the infliction of penalties upon persons infringing the provisions of the said Bill, by-laws, 
or rules. 

To borrow money foi· the purposes of the said undertaking upon security of the said Railway 
or otherwise. 

To sell or lease the said Railway and the lands and works connected therewith, or any of them,. 
or any part thereof, as shall be deewed expedient. 

The said Bill will also contain all clauses, usual in Bills of such a nature for enabling your· 
Petitioner to carry out 1.he objects .of the undertaking. 

Your Petitioner, therefore, humbly prays for leave to introduce the said Bill. 

And your Petitioner will ever pray, &c. 
JOSEPH CLARKE, 

By his Attorney, CHAS. H. ELr.rsToN .. 
Dated this thirteenth day of October, 1892. 
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APPENDIX B. 

SELECT COMMITTEE appointed, on Thursday, 10th September, to enquire into, 
and report_upon the be.~t Route to be adapted for the Extension of the Derwenf 
Valley Railway from Glenora to the Ous3 : with power to send fo1· Persons and 
Papers. · 

MEMBEHS OF THE COMMITTEE. 

MR. BURGESS. 
MR. BRADDON. 
MR. DOOLEY. 
MR. LAllill .. 

DAYS OF MEETING. 

Mn. SrnEDOTTOllI. 
MR. N ORTON-Sll!ITH. 
Mn. PrLLINGER. (lliover.) 

Friday, llth September. Tuesday, 15th September. Wednesday, 16th September. Tue~day, 22nd September:. 
Friday, 25th September. 

WITNESSES EXAMINED. 

Mr. J arn,es Fincham, Engineer-in-Chic£ Mr. Thomas Frods!J.am. Mr. Fred. Milne. Mr. J.. C. Bethune. Mr. W. 
Langdon. Mr. J. T. Read. Mr. L. M. Shoobridge. M:r. James Clark, jun. Mr. John Carlisle. Mr. Arthur­
Ransley. Mr. Charles Hanlon. 

EXPENSES OF WITN"ESSES. 

Mr: A. Hansley, £2 5s. 6d. Mr. C. Hanlon, £2 5s. 6d. Mr. J. Carlisle, £2 5s. 6d. Mr. J. Clark, jun., £2 5s. 6d.-

MINUTES OF MEETINGS. 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 1885. 
'fhe Committee met at 12·30 r.:t1r. 
Present-Mr. Burgess, Mr. Braddon, Mr. Norton-Smith, Mr. Sidebottom, Mr. Pillinger (Mover.) 
Mr. Pillinger was voted to the Chair: 
J\ir. Burgess laid a plan of the proposed line of 1:ailway or. the Table. 
Mr. Pillinger laid on the Table a petition from 249 .inhabi.;ants of the Ouse, Macquarie Plains, Hollow Tree,.. 

Hamilton, Bothwell, and others interested, praying for the adcrption of such measures as· may best determine the· 
route of the proposed extension of the Derwent Valley Line. 

Ordered, 'fhat the following witnesses be summoned to attend before the Committee to give Evidence :-Mr. J r· 

Fincham, Engineer-in-Chief, on Tuesday, 15th inst., at 11 A.111.; Mr. John Reid, on Tuesday, at 2·30 P.M.; Messrs­
F. Milne, J. W. Downie, jun., John Bethune, "\V. Langdon, ,v. Bethune, and G. Smale, on dates to be hereati:er­
determined. 

The Committee adjourned till Tuesday, the 15th inst., at 11 A.l\I. 
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TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 1885. 

'The Committee met at 11·30 A.M. 

Present-Mr. Pillinger (in the Chair), Messrs. Dooley, Burgess, and Braddon. 
"'l'hc Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 
Mr. Fincham was called in and .examined. He also tableu a map showing the alternative routes. 
Mr. Fincham withdrew. 

·O'rdercd·, Tliat Mr. Thomas Frodsham be summoned to give evidence at 2·30 P.~1. 

· Tlie. Cofrnnittee re-as~embleci· at 2·30 P.r.r.' 
Mr. Thomas Frodsham was called in and examined. 
Mr. Frodsham withdrew. 

'The Committee adjourned until 11 A.M. on Wednesday, the 16th SeptcmbC'r. 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTE1trBER 16, 1885. 

"The Committee met at 11·30 A,llI. 

Present-nfr. Fillinger (in the Chair), 3-Icssrs. Burgess, Lamb, and Braddon. 
'The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 
A letter was read from Mr. Sprent forwarding chart showing the Janel taken up between Glcuura and the Ousc. 
:Messrs. F. ~hlne and J.C. Bethune were examined. 

'The Committee adjourned at 1·5 P.~r. till 2·30. 

'The Committee re-assembled at 2·30 P.llI. 

Present-Mr. Fillinger (in the Chair), Messrs. Lamb, Dooley, and Braddon. 
nfr. William Langdon, of Montacute, was called in•aml examined. 
J.vlr. Langdon withdrew. 
~Ir. John Tunie Reid was called in and examined. 
~Ir. Reid withdrew. 
Ordered, That :Messrs. L. i\L Shoobridge, A. Ransley,· J. Clark, juu., and C. Hanlon be summoned to give 

.,evidence on Friday, the 18th inst .. 
The r-ommittec adjourned until 11 A.111. on Friday, the 18th September. 

'rUESDAY, SEPTE:i\IBEH. 22, 1885. 

The Committee met at 11 A.:llr. · 

Present-"?:.Ir. Fillinger (Chairman), Messrs. Dooley and Burgess. 
The Mtnutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 
Mr. Louis "?:tfanton Shoobridge· was called in and examined,. 
Mr. Shoobridge withdrew. 
Messrs. James Clark, jun., John Carlisle, Arthur Rimsley, and Charles Hanlon, of Ellendale, were called ancl 

,examined. 
)fr. F: Milne forwarded a statement, which was received and read; but as the Committee considered that it was 

merely a repetition of what was already_.in evidence, they decided that it was unnecessary to print it as part of the 
, cvidt'nce. 

The Committee adjourned until 11 A.111. on Friday, 25th September. 

FRIDAY, SEP'rE~IBER 25, 1885. 

The Committee met at 11 A.:r,r'. 
Present-Mr. Pillinger (Chairman), Messrs. Burgess, Dooley, and Siclebottom1• 

The "?:.Iinntes of the last meeting were 1·ead and confirm'ed .. 
'rhe Committee drew up; considered,·and agreed to Draft Report; 
'The Committee adjourned sine die. 
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REPORT. 

YouR Committee have the honor to report to your .Honorable House that they have had nuder· 
their consideration three proposed rontes for the e~tei:ision of .the D.erwent Valley Railway; which. 
have been examined by the Engineer-in-Chief, and reported upo,n ,by him ,to-your Cpmmitt~~-

They have al~o examined eleven .witnesses having·-an extensive ,knowledge of the country to" 
be served by the construction of the proposed Railway, on the three routes; viz.-

,:1.) From Arundel _Station, on the east bank of tie Derwent, passing· through ~facquarie­
Plains, Allanvale, Hollow Tree, and Hamilton. 

(2.) From Glenora, on the west bank of the Derwent, and passing through Fentonbury and: 
Ellendale. · 

(3.) From Glenora Station, follo\ying th~ bariks of the Derwent, passing dose to ·Hamilton,. 
and known as the" Parliamentary Surv.ey." 

The evidence shows that the adoption of No. l, or the eastern route, would open 4p an. 
extensive and valuable country, principally in the hands of private individuals, but the increased_. 
length of the line-13 miles_:_as compared with the Parliamentary .Survey, tog·ether with the 
increased cost of construction and working· expenses, pre.eludes your Committee from recommending· 
the adoption of this route. · 

The evidence taken in reference to No. 2, or weste::-n route, is to the effect that an extensive 
area of valuable Crown land is available in the locaiit? through which this route passes. Your· 
Committee have been so impressed with the evidence of practical farmers as to the great value of' 
the Crown estate on 'the Russell's Falls River, and bet~rnen Ellendale and the Florentine, that they · 
would recommend that an examination of the country be made by the Government -Surveyor, so· 
that reliable information may be supplied as to the exte:::it of this country available for agricultural 
selection. The adoption of .this route would, however; le.ave the Hamilton terminus 3 miles from. 
the town, would increase the length of the line 3 n:iles, and would also increase the working· 
expenses by hauling up the traffic 700 feet. 

Your Committee are of opinion that the country on the eastern and· western routes would be-­
best served by the construction of branch lines as feeders to the main line, and would therefore-· 
recommend the adoption of the No. 3; or Parliament:iry Survey route, for the extension of the .. 
Derwent Valley Railway to the Ouse, as better meeting the requirements of a main line, that may 
be extended to the west, in the important particulars of shortness of distance and economy in­
working expenses. 

ALFRED FILLINGER, Cltairman~ 
Committee Room, 25tlt September, 1885. 

EVIDENCE. 

TUESDAY, 15TH SEPTEMBER, 1885. 

MR. JAMES FINCHAM called and examined. 

I. By the Cltainnan.-You are the Government Engineer-in-Chief? Yes. 
2. Have you be.en deputed by the Government to examine the .eastern and western banks of the· 

Derwent for a proposed route for the extension of the Derwent Valley Railway? Yes, I have been 
deputed to examine the eastern and western routes. 

3. Have you reported on th6m to the Government? No, I have not communicated with the Govern--
ment in any way on them. · 

4. Will you give to the Committee the result of "'Our examination, first taking the eastem route? 
Mr. Fincham here tabled a more complete map of the· alternative routes, and made the following state-· 
ment :-The section of the ground between Arundel station and the main road·at Lowe's lane being well 
known to me from Jevels taken for the proposed route connecting the two points, I commenced my 
examination, in company with Messrs. Milne and Downie, at Lowe's lane. Having some years ago failed 
to get up the Ellendale rivulet approximately on tlie lirn from Geard's bridge on the main road-which. 
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·was, I found, one of the routes proposed by the advocates of the eastern extension-I determined to try 
and head the Ellendale Gully; by making up a rise I got at once from Lowe's lane. The line that I should 
propose after leaving-Lowe's lane would head the Belmont Rivulet for some distance, pass near Fontaine­

"bleau to the east of Allenvale House, thence to the Blt1ff and what is known as Cawthorn\; :Marsh, thence 
through the saddle at Bfoornfield, and from there by a leading gully to the summit on the road leading 

·:from Hamilton to the_ Bi?· M:ar;;h at the point known·as Dunuage\J" selection, and about one to i:me and a 
half miles, as the crow fhes, south of Espie's Craig. The rise between .Lowe's lane and this summit is 

-about 1400 ft., with approximately a gradual rise all the way. From this summit the line may be said to 
··have one continuous descent to Hamilton, passing· through Allwright-'s property at the Hollow Tree, at the 
crossing of the Bothwell and Hamilton roads, and thence down the Dew rivulet to Hamilton and the 

junction of the original Parliamentary line near the township. _The foll from. the summit referred to near 
Espie's Craig to Hamilton is about 1200 ft., all on a stiff grade, down the Dew rivulet. The line I have 
been speaking· of is generally the one that commended 'itself to the promoters of the eastem route, who 

,appear to have taken considerable trouble in.exploring for the best pass through the range, extending from 
W ebberley's Hill across to Espie's Craig·. After the completion of this route I examined another line 
through what is known as Sibley's Saddle, but the height at this place was about the same as at the 
-summit on the first line, with very much less distance in which. to fall. .r: nlso tried a third route in what is 
·known as Flagstaff Hill; but after testing the summit height I was obliged to give it· up without 
-further examination, this summit height being practically the same ·as at Sibley's Saddle and Dnnnage's. 
I then examined the westem hank, in company with Messrs. Shoobridge, D. Bethune, ancl J. Helmcl', 
Inspector of Roads for this District, who has intimate knowledge of the same. We started from Dun­
robin bridge on 1'hursday niorning last, and followed up the Derwent fol' about two miles to the township 

. of Dornoch, lo'oking for a favourable openincr throngh the range extending from near Dnnrobin bridge to 
Hamilton, and there found what we sought. 

0

We then followed the_bank of tbe Derwent to nea!' the road 
·bridge over the Jones' River; thence by an easy rise through open undulating country for about two m ilcs 
to a poirit close to Jones' River, which we then followed to nea!' the junction of that river with Sassafras 

··Creek. From thence through Ellendale, after trying one or two !'outes, I settled upon the most probable 
Jine as going through a wet marsh to the saddle near J. Hanlon's north-east corner. The l'ise to thi,, point 
was about 700 feet from Jones' Ri_ver. On testing the fall from _this summit to the road near the school 

· reserve at Fenton bury, I found there was no difficulty in getting down to the flats along Russell's Falls 
River neal' the crossing of the Monto's Marsh and Ellendale road. From this point the line would be 
more or less level all the way to the Glenora Station on the line now being constrncted, passing close to 

--tl1~ new road at Fenton Forest at a considerable height above the Russell's Falls Rivel'. To compare now 
the two lines-the eastern nnd western-with the central or Parliamentar_v line, it may be briefly stnted 

· that the eastem route will have a level pra,;!tically twice as hig·h as that of the w.estem route. A ding-ram 
-of a section of the eastern rot1te would practically be represented by a pyramid, there being one continuous 
. grade risini~ to a summit near Espie's Craig·, and one continuous fall to the Parliamentary line near 
Hamilton. The western route would have one continuous !'ise for between four and five miles to the 

junction between Sassafras .Creek and Jones' River; thence still rising, but by a somewhat easier grade, to 
the summit near Haitian'.,, thence by a stiff grade to the Russell's Falls River near the !'oacl bridge, and 
then, as I have stated, on a more or less level grade to the Glenora Station. No grade has been proposed 
on either route steeper than one in forty. After car~fnlly going into the matter, [ estinrnte the western 

,line to be three miles longer than the direct Parliamentary line, whilst the eastern route would be at least 
thirteen miles longer. My estimate of the extra length on the western route has been checkctl by reference 

-to actual chainage through the country by the Inspector of Roatls, who did so for pm·poses connected with 
,,his branch. I have also checked the eastem route by actual chainagP. as far as Bloomfield, and this 
, chainage shows that I have rather under-estimated, if anything, the distance up to that point. I have 
.ctherefore no doubt that my estimate can be relied on as sufficiently fair ancl correct. 

5. B!J t!te Ohairinan.-Can you give us any information as to the cost of construction of either line? 
I think the cost of the t,wo altemative lines per mile for works alone would probably average about the 

-same. This a,erage, fot· a first-class line-as I take it the Derwent Valley Line extension is intended to 
·be-would be from £6000 to £6500 per mile, with equipments, land charg·es, and all expenses. 'rhe 
Eastern route would, therefore, be some £65,000 or £70,000 above first' cost alone. 1'he extra working 

,.expenses dtte to the increased distance for the line, one-half of:which is of heavy grades, would, if 
.capitalised, represent probably an equal amount, but as a credit against this you must reckon any probable 
. additional traffic that might be picked up on a more circuitous route. 

6. Can you tell us why the Parliamentary survey has been abandoned? I am not aware that it has 
, been abandoned. , 

7. What is your opinion on the subject? I regard this Derwent Valley Line as part of one of the 
,main trunks of the Colony. My own opinion now is-and always has been-that the most direct and 
.most level line obtainable should be selected for thi!'! purpose. There is no question but tliat the Parlia­
•mentary line secures this end. It is quite true that between Glenora and Hamilton the country does not 
look promi:,ing for traffic, but this is more than compensated for by what you can obtain out of the two 

,ends of this section. The station at Hamilton, which wo1ild be fed by traffic from the several roads con­
·verging there, would be close .to the township instead of being t1rn [!nd a half or three miles away; as would 
be the case if the western route were adopted. The Glenora station, if only a decent road were completed 

·to the settlements of Fentonbury and Ellendale, would absorb all that traffic within a reasonable distance. 
My own idea is that the Fentonbury and Ellendale District and Crown lands to the south could effectually 
be served by light feeder lines, and thus avoid the unnecessary dive1,geuce of the main trunk line for the 
purpose of serving these Districts .. At the same time, I think that the westem route, although longer 

·than the direct Parliamentary line by some three miles, will not cost so v:ery much more, the works along 
the river on the direct line being heavy in places. If yo.tt adopt the. western line all your future traffic 
.from the Ouse and districts beyond.is taken three miles out of its natural course, and at the same time 
js hauled up some 600 or 700 feet greater altitude than would otherwise be necessary. 
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8. Would that make the working expenses heavier? Yes, certainly. 
9. ·what is the nature of the country passed throi.:.gh by the altemative lines? .. The country passed 

through on the eastern route is :wh~t is generally known as sheep country, and the same applies to the two 
ends of the westem route, the central portion, however, being occupied hy a great number of small 
selectors, who are cultivating considerable quantities of hops and other produce. Many of those selectors 
spoke to me of the large quantity of good land that was known to exist at the back of the district. 

10. Can you state anything about tapping the traffic towards Bothwell, or of future extension in that 
direction? I believe that some three-fifths of the lir.e, from Arundel to the Hollow Tree, on the eastern 
route, would serve for a line through from Arundel to Bothwell. The construction of a branch line to. · 
Bothwell, from the Derwent Valley line at Arundel, :is, in my opinion, the only justification for the line 
being taken '.hrough these eastern districts. 

MR. THOMAS FRODSHAM called in and examined. 

11. By t!te Cliairman.-Your name? Thomas Frodsham. 
12. Your occupation? District Surveyor in the ::Jistrict of Cumberland. 
13. Can yc;:m give us any information as to the de3cription of land on the western bank of the river? 

The land on the western hank is in the hands of p1·iva:e people, and very pom· land indeed; hut beyond 
Russell's Falls River there is a large area of excellent Crown land-about 10,000 acres-all. heavily 
timbered, and a great deal of it suitable for splitting. The country is well watered, there being numerous 
creeks. There might be double that quantity of land, but it would he some five or six miles from the 
proposed blue line as shown µpim the maps. After crossing the River Derwent there is a small settlement 
called Fentonbury, under agricultural occupation. Tiere were about 1000 acres under cultivation, and 
2000 acres in the district adapted for agriculture, and there is a large extent of Crown land of much value 
near by. ' 

14. Im mediately in the vicinity of Fenton bury? Yes; you have to cross Russell's Falls River, as the 
bulk of good land is there. · 

15. By Mr. Burge.~.•.-How much Crown land is there available for settlement west of Ellendale? 
Not much more than 1000 acres, as there is a range of mountains in the way. It was hard to say what 
extent of good land there was. 

16. Can you give us any information as to Crowr. land on tlie other side of the river? There is very 
little of any worth. All the Crown land has been taken up on the eastern bank, and it is all very inferior 
land. About M:iC"qmirie Plains the land is ver.v good, but beyond that it is very inferior indeed. There i~ 
one settlement called Holly Tree, where the land is very good, and there were two roads extending from the 
Both well road. 

17. How manv small settlers are there on each si:le of the river respectively, and each side the route, 
who would be benefited by the proposed line?-What is the population through which this line would pass·? 
It is a very difficult thing· to say; but I think there are about one hundred selectors and two schools in tha 
neighbourhood of Fentonbnry; and there is also a school at Ellendale, which· is very well filled. There is 
a very small population after passing Macquarie Plains ; aurl for four or five miles from the present 
termiuus the land is in the hands of private people. Starting from Mr. Williams' property there are a 
number of small settlers, and there are some on Mr. Downing's land; but after getting away from 
Macquarie Plains proper the· population is very small. I do not know fl great deal about the country, but 
I think beyond there yon come into Mr. Clark's property, where there are no settlers at all, excepti1w one_ 
small settlement of twenty or thirty people on the summit of Hamilton Tier. 

0 

· 

18. B,1/ lib·. Dooley.-Are you acquainted with the country near the Ouse? Yes·'. 
19. What is the population of that district ?-are there many settlers?. · No; there are only two 

properties there-Mr. Brown's and Mr. Clarke's. 
20. By the Chairman.-Only two properties from Glenora to the Ouse, following the Parliamentary 

survey? Yes, with the exception of one small property. · · , . 
21. By 111r. Braddtm.-What is there beyond d1at point of 1000 acres you spoke of to indnce the 

Govemment to run a line of railway in that directio:1? I cannot say what there is beyond; I only speak' 
of that I have been through. 

22. What is the character of the country ? It is very heavily timbered with the .gum-tree, myrtle, and 
sassafras. ' -' 

23. What is the undergrowth? F_erns, heather, &c.-Is it salty? Yes. 
24. Does the myrtle predominate there? Well, it is about equal with the other timber in the vicinity. 
25. What is the elevation above the level of the sea? I should think between 800 and 1000 feet above 

the sea level, but 1 cannot say exactly. I am taking Russell's Falls River as a criterion. 
26. The elevation, then, is not too great to s:and in the way of cultivation? No; oats and green 

crops do very well. 
27. Is it a friable soil? It is very patchy and rnriahle. 
28. It is a general characteristic of_ IllJ!'tle __ c_o_uIJtry. tQ ___ liave friable sJil? Yes; my experience of 

myrtle country is that it grows very well. 
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29. But not cereals? No. 
30. By ]lfr. Doo1ey.-Have yon been round from the proposed terminus of the Ouse? Yes. 

. 31. Are there many people rountl that way? Yes, there is a large population when yon' g-et six 01; 
'seven miles out towards Lane's Tier. . · 

:32. Then, to reach that population, this li_ne woukr have ·to deviate and extend six 01· eight miles 
further? Yes. 

_33. How man.v more settlers would be benefited by going that distance out. of the ,yay? It all 
,depends upon the direction you take. If you go by Lane's Tier, beyond ihe Ouse, there are bet.ween 
·twei:ity and forty, and.there is also a large extent of Crown land beyond Mr:Gellibrand's estate·. · I cannot 
,say what area it is. , · . .. . . . , _ . 

34. What class of land do you t_hink it ·is·? Basaltic soil, and principally timbered with the gum-tree. 
35. Is tliere any myrtle? I cannot speak definitely. I am speaking from what I have hmm!. i\fr. 

-Gellibrand says there is a large extent of Crown land in the neighbourhood I mention. 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEl\IDER 16, 18.85. 

MR. FREDK. MILNE, called in and exa;nined. 

36. By tlte Gli.afrmrin.-Wb.ere do yon ;.eside? At Askrigg, l\facquarie Plains. 
37. Are you acquainted with the country which the eastern route pa~se_s through? I went ovc1· it 

-with Mr. Fincham, and also went through it cal'efully before he came with several others. 
- 38. What is the description of the country on the eastern side? Generally agricultmal land. The 

only facility for getting to the present line is by going to Arundel Station. The land generally is good 
agricultural land .. The greater portion of the land round Macquarie Plains is _let for I Os. to 12.s. per 
acre for up land, a pouncl per. acre for bottom land, and up to £16 to .£17 pe,; acre for hop land. '!'here is 
a large extent of country equally as good as that now cultivated which would be broken up if milway 
facilities were given. There is a considerable amount_ of timber on tlie land, and if-the -line were taken 
-along the eastem . 1;oute it would facilitate settlement in the direction of Espie's Craig on Crown land, 
which would be productive of trade in split timbe1· and hop-poles, and in what is generally got from Crown 
land in an unalienated_ and rough state. . 

39. Can you give a rough estimate as to how many thousands of acres woi1ld be available for 
agricultural purposes if this line were made? In miles it would be 8 or 10 mil~s long. We· find that 
·pro·duction now dies out about 15 miles away from water carriage, and taking railway carriage instead of 
water, it would be about 15 miles beyond the railway. ,'l'he productive capabilities of the land round 
Montacute is excellent, 35 bushels of wheat per-acre being· obtained, and the land has been let at 4 bushels 

·per acre. 
40. By .1.lfr. Lanib."'-Is the wheat, a good milling sample? Yes, it is, and sevcrnl thousands of acres 

·will be let_ to small proprietors if the line is m~de. 
41. Was this land ever under cultivation?. Yes, a very large portion of it was, but it has gono ·out of 

,cultivation for want of facilities to get to market. . . 
42. What is the amount of land there? . A bont 50,000 acres of good land, ,I estimate. . Per~ons prefer 

1 

·to take up private land on_ rental rather than go on Crown limd,s and clear it. 
43. Does it require much to clear it? No, it is very easily_ cleared, that is the_pr1vate land. 
44. By the ~Preasu1·e1·.-If the Engineer-in-Chief says that the eastern line passes through ordinary 

-sheep country, would that be correct.? That 'depends on what the Engineer-in-Chief calls sheep country; 
I should say it was not only ordinary sheep co\.mhy,. hut also capable of being used for agricultural 
·purposes as ,vell. Of course there would be patches in it of inferior land,_but the greater part would be 
Cl)pable of being brought under cmltivation. 

45. By the Ghainna.n.-Are you acquainted with the _westem bank? I have been over some of it, 
·but my knowledge is only general. In 8peaking on the western route ,ve have taken the Assessment Roll 
as our guide. There are 75 different allotments shown on the plan, but there are only 47 families living 
on them, the annual assessment being only £518, or an average of £11 5s. for each selector. 

46. B.1J J.1,fr. Lamb.-If the same amount had been spent on the westem side that has been expended 
,on the eastern side, would it bring the value up to the same? No, to do so would want the fortune of a 
Rothschild, or go insolvent. . 

47. By the Treasurer.-What is about the.population that would be served by the ·eastem deviation? 
"The population actually residing there now is very small, except about Macquarie Plains, Hollow Tree, 
and Hamilton; bnt the country is of such a nature that it• would be r~a-dily settled on if railway facilities 
-were given. 
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MR'. JOHN.CHARLES. BETHUNE, called in and examined. 

48. By-the Chairman;-~'here do you reside? At Dunrobin. 
49. Do you understand the chart produced? Yes. 

· 50. Are you acquainted with the eastern bank? Slightly, from riding over it; I knew the, western· 
bank better. 

. 51. B.1/ the Treasurer.-What is your opinion of tlie country? . The eastern .bank is very superior 
land; that on the· western bank is patchy. There are small patches of good land in gullies and river 
bottoms, but I <lo not know of any large blocks of goQd agricultural land there. The eastern bank is al~ 
more level and not so mountainous as the western. 

52. By tfte C!tairman.-Would the land on the ea3tern bank be valuable for agricultural purposes r 
Yes. 

53. ls it what you would call altoo-ether sheep couotrv? No, not altogether; I think there is a goodi 
amount of agricultural country. 

0 

· • 

54. Do you know anything about the.land tmnrds the Russell's Falls Ri"ver? No, I have n~ 
personal knowledge ofit. 

55. Ry the TreasU'l·er.--Is not the.population on 1he eastern s\de very sparse at present? Yes. 
56. What is it on the westem side? There are abcut 50 families there within the ·Hamilton Muni-· 

pality, including Monto's Marsh, Fonlonbury, and Ellendale. 
57. If Mr. Frodsham said yesterday that there were about 100 families there, would that be corr.ect '{ 

Not unless ou1· rolls are incorrect.. • . · · 

. 58. By the Clwinnan.-Would the land past Elle::i<lale be brought into cultivation?,. Very little of 
it. Some of it is so valueless that we.have fenced it out, it not being worth fencing in. 

. 59. By M;·. La-mb.-W onld the people on the ea3tern bank be served by the Parliamentary line~, 
w1ihont going to Amndel station? They would have t-J go either to Hamilton or Arundel. 

MR. WILLIAM LA.NG DON, of J.!fontacute, called in and exaniined. 

60. By the Cltail'inan.-Your name? William Langdon. 
61. Will you look at the plan of the proposed lioo and say whether you are acquainted with the­

country through which it is proposed to pass? Yes, I am acquainted with the country'. . 
62. What description ofland is it? By far the grBater portion ofit is land adapted for·the growth of 

anything-. There is a portion of land just b~fore reaching the summit which is not much good, but on tbe 
other side of that there are patches of good country. 

63. Is there any crown land available? Yes, bet\i"een six and seven thousand acres, somewhe1·e nea1•· 
Espie's Craig. 

64. Can you form any rough estimate of the exten: of land that would be available for agriculturall 
occupation on the east bank? Between thfrty and forty thousand ,acres, which I believe is an under-
estimate. I can speak as far as the Bothwell country ia concerned-quite 25,000 acres. · 

65. That is, onside the land you have already spoken of? Yes, and it is all fit for agTiculture. 
66. Can yon tell us anything about the population in that part of the district? About Macquarie· 

Plains there is a considerable population. I cannot spEak numerically. About Hollow 'l'ree there are also• 
a irnmber offorms,-that is, near the Hamilton township, and all the country is capable of supporting· 
settlers.· I am sure the large landholders would be glad to cut up their land for that purpose, for it would 
pay them much better. I, for one, do not c~ltivate exte:isively, because we have no railway communication .. 
I am pa_ving £1 per acre for 100 acres iri rent, and I only cultivate that amount. Of course, if there were 
railway facilities I should cultivate from 3000 to 4000 acres. 

67. By ll1l1·. La-mb.-What sort ofhmd is it, and what would it grow? It is good chocolate soi!7 . 

capable of producing between 30 and 40 bushels to the acre. 
68. Does it want much clearing? No ; There is much of it good land and not requiring· much,, 

clearing. On my side of Bothwell there are between 20,000 and 30,000 acres. I will give you the respec­
tive estates on the east and west side of the riv'er, and ~how their comparative value, as taken frem the 
Assessment Rolls. On the we:;;t bank the Hon. J. Brcwn owns 17,000 acres, assessed at £925; Bethune,. 
22,000, assesserl at £1200,. and 47 settlers on Crown land, 3827 acres, assessed at £518, or £11 Os. 5d. 
per man. On the east bunk Mr. Downie owns 4675 a-~res, assessed at £520; Mr. Walker, 1883 acres, 
assessed at £283; Askrigg, 1400 acres, valued at £477, of which amount 600 acres are let to tenants; Mr .. 
Abel, 525 acres, assessed at £163, and Mr. Barker, 12l:;O acres, assessed at £567: the total number of' 
acres being 9713, and the value £2010, on the east side, and the total on· the west side 42,827 acres, and 
value £2643. On the west bank the land is assessed at ls. per acre, and on the east side at 4s. per acre. 

69. Can you tell us much about the west bank of the River Derwent? Yes; I went some years ago­
across the Derwent somewhere about the proposed crosEing and went as far as Russell's Falls River, and I' 
certainly saw no good land, only in patches-not 40 acr3s in a block; I would not accept a deal of it as a 
gift. . 

, 70. Then t.he river seems to divide the good land from the bad? Yes; it does so most distinctly. 
Between Hamilton and· Bothwell and also Hollow Tree there are about 20 miles of country without any· 
communication of any description, not even a road. ThBre has never been a shilling of Government money­
spent in that country since it was a country. 
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71. It has been the general opinion of Members of Parliament and also the public, that if railway com­

munication was established the large landholders would n,l')t throw their laud open .for settlement; what is 
your opinion? My opinion is that they would open the land for settlement. It is my own feering to do so. 
Tenants would pay much better than running sheep upon it. 

· 72; If railway communication was established you believe they would throw their land open for agri-
cultural µurposes? Yes, decidedly I do. · · 

· 73. · By 11:fr. Dooley.-W oulcl the extension of the railway to the Ouse cause them to throw open their 
land? I believe some people in that disfrict would do so, but not all, because further extension still would 
be required to give them that opportunity; either from Arundl)l to Bothwell, 01· from Hollow Tree to Both­
well, a branch line would be necessary. 

74. The immediate constmction of the line along the river would not have a favourable effect on the 
interests of the people in that direction? Ou that side of the river the country is worthless, and people on 
the·other side would oppose it strongly. 

75. By 111r. La~b.-What is the distance from Arundel Station to your property? About ten miles. 
76. Woulci it benefit your.property? ~es, it would, for we have a very bad road indeed. 
77. By 1lfr. Dooley.-Then in what direction do you think a railway would most generally henefit 

the country at large?•. Either from Arundel Station to Bothwell,.or from Hamilton Station to Bothwell. 
There is no ·get-away from Bothwell in the Green Ponds direction. There is a proposed li_ne from Brighton 
to Apsley that would, in a measure, serve the purpose, but I question whether the line will e_ver be extended 
in that direction, and all my property and about ine would be excluded. It would not serve that country 
at all. 

, 78. Then, a line along the river would be injurious to the best settlements in that part of the country? 
Yes, the opinion is we should be paying for a line that would not pny for itsel£ We should certainly be 
ta,;ed to pay for it, and it would not be a reproductive line. 

79. Is there any· other possible course to take? Well, I believe there is a survey being made by Mr. 
Ma_ult, within two or three miles from Hamilton, where a tunnel will be required; but I cannot say what 
the extent of the tunnel will be. 

MR. JOHN TUNIE REID, called in and exam·ined~ 

80. BJ/- tlte Chai·rmw,.~ Your name? J ohu Tunic Reid . 
. 81. Where do you reside? · In Hobart at, present. 
82. Will you look at the chart upon the table, and say if you can give us any information about the 

country through which the line is proposed to pass? I knew the country between Hamilton and Macquar·ie 
Plains, :md I have also been through the Broadmarsh country, and between Hamilton and Macquarie 
Plains: it is all very good country and adapted for agriculture. · 

83. Is the character of the soil good'! Oh, yes, very good indeed. 
84. Are you acquainted with the country throngh which the proposed. deviation of the line runs, and 

what is the character of the country on the western bank? It is very rough, hilly, and scrub country. 
85. Is there much land available for agricultural occupation? No, only here and there in the gullies 

and on the sides of the hills,-without very heavy clearing. I consider it a very poor piece of country in 
that district. 

86. Are you acquainted with Russell's Fall's River? No, I cannot give any information concerning 
that part ufthe country, but on the north side of Russell's Fall's River it is a large valley, and the country 
generally mountainous. 

87. Give us your opinion on the question of whether the line would· be the most productive, on the 
-eastern or the western bank of the river? My opinion is that the line should be taken the shortest way 
to Hamilton. I should think the eastern bank would he the liest, along-the main road. I think it is quite 
practicable tu take the line through Macquarie Plain-s, in the direction of the main road to Hamilton, by 
the Waverley Hill-by Glenora a tunnel .would be necessary. 

88. Then you think the Parliamentary survey, by the river, would be the best? Well, it is very poor, 
country. 

89. Would it serve the people on the other side of the river.? Well, no, not without bridges. 
90. By 1111·. Lam.b.-Is any of the land between the proposed line and the· Ouse capable of improve-

ment? It is very poor, and not fit for agricultmal purposes. · 
91. By 111-r. Braddon.-Then, supposing the line follows the course projected b_,, the Government, all 

the traffic would drain down to it? Well, it would give reasonable railway facilities, if bridges were thrown 
across the river. · 

92. By 111-r. Dooley.-Would it be of any immediate utility if the line were to pass between 
Hamilton and Macquarie Plains'! vVell, it is all stocked, and very fine soil. 

93. By 1lfr. Lamb.-What proportion is adapted for agriculture between Macquarie Plains and 
Hamilton? Fully half of it. 
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TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 1885. 
MR. LOUIS MA.NTON SH<)OBRIDGE, called and examined. 

94. · By tlte Ohafrrnan.-Where do you reside? A.t Fento:r;i Forest. 

(No. 117;) 

95. A.re you acquainted with the. country on the western route between Gle
0

nora and the Ouse-? Yes. 
96. Will you give a description of the country on the Parliamentary surveyed route? The frontage-_ 

on the Derwent generally is patches of good feeding ground, suitable fo1· sheep, and a good extent of it 
might be cultivated. Of course it has a fronta?;E on the Derwent for a supply of water. There are not. 
many streams coming in between the Russell's Falls and J ones's Rivers. · 

97. Can you describe the westem route? The first few miles is not first-class land, although there is 
a good bit eve_n of that which might be cultivated. At present there are several patches of hop land near 
the river from near Glenora Station, and this might be extended. A.s we get on to Fentonbury we g~t • 
into the vicinity of Crown land. A.t this point, where the line would cross the Russell Falls River, I have. 
travelled 15 miles up that river, and it is a valley that is eminently suited for running a tramway or branch 
railway from the main line. The Parliamentary surveyed line will not be so well suited for running a 
branch from as is the western route, from which thEre would be no dffiiculty at all iu getting a tramway up. 
The land is heavily timbered, but the land is good. There is a large number of tributaries running into 
the Derwent about half a mile apart, and wherever they occur there is a good belt of.very rich soil. 

98. By the Oliafrrnan.-What is the-estimated extent of the land? I should think! would be within 
the mark in saying it contained 15,000 acres, and the farther we went the better the land became. 

99. How much did you see yourself? A.bout 10,000 acres. 
100. By the Treasu1·e1·.-That is as far as you went yourself? Yes, we would have gone farther, but 

wet weather set iu. 
101. Can you tell us, anything abput the settlement at Fenton bury? I havs known it for abou~ 10 

years; then there were only a few huts. I cannot say what number of settlers there are now ; but there 
are two schools in the vicinity, and the land is bei::ig cleared very fast. The settlers, however, find th::.t it 
is useless fur them to clear th~ land, as they canno~ get their produce away. One man there now has tons 
of potatoes in the ground which he cannot get to market. Hamilton is their chief market, as the road to 
Arundel is impassable. 

102. Cannot you give the approximate number of settlers? No ; but I believe a return is being 
made up. 

103. By the C!tairman.-Is there any more land arnilable for settlement near Fentonbury or Ellen­
dale? Yes, but 1 cannot estimate the quantity. From Ellendale to Florentine is 14 or 15 miles, where 
there would be no difficulty in running a branch road or tramway, and from there to the Great Bend or 
Gordon is the most direct route en route to Macqu~rie Harbour. 

104. By Jl!fr. Doole.11.-What sort of land is the 15 miles between Ellendale and Florentine? First­
rate land. It is heavily timbered, and the timber is excellent for splitting and sawing.• 

105. By the Cha.irman.-Are you acquainte:i with the eastern bank? Somewhat; I have travelled 
the road from Gretna to Hamilton. 

106. Can you form an opinion of the country 1 I believe a good deal of it is open qountry, hilly, but 
very well suited for pastoral purposes, being th;i reverse of the western bank, where all the good l;md is 
heavily timbered. The Crown land is to the we3t of the western line, which skirts the boundaries of the 
really ~ood agricultural land; the large land pr,Jprietors are on the eastern side of the line. The export 
from Macquarie Plains is generally hay and corn; from Glenora, fruit and hops; from Ellendale, sawn and 
split timber, potatoes, hops, and fruit; from· Hamilton, wool, stock, and bark; from Ouse, wool, stock, 
corn, and hay. One advantage of the western line is that it opens up the timber country. The whole 
of the Derwent Valley is eminently suited for growing fruit ; there is a considerable trade now done 
in fruit, and it will increase when this line is opened up. The fruit requires cases, and, by the Codlin 
Moth A.et, if we are declared a· clean district we will be prevented from getting cases from Hobart. 
We must then obtain new cases for omselves, and the western line will open up the timber country 
enabling that to be done. Saw-mills and splitting·employ a large number of men, and, a" far as I cDuld 
see, there is very little good timber on the eastern line. There is no doubt the western line will open up a 
large extent of Crown land for selection. · One reason why it is suited for selection is that there are so 
very many small streams of water there, giving a good supply of water. On the eastern side we did not 
find one large stream or tributary to the Derwent :ill we got to the Clyde, none of them being large enc-ugh 
for motive power without artificial storage, but Jones\; and Russell's Falls rivers give every selEctor 
there power to construct a race and have his w,,ter-wheel. A.t present the land on the western side is 
no good for sheep, and never will be occupied by sheep. Sheepowners have looked at it and said it was 
no good, there being no grass ; it is forest country. When the land is being taken up under existing 
conditions it means the wholesale destruc6on of be timber, for there are no means of getting the timber to 
market. lf'there was a market for the timber it would enable the selectors to almost pay for their land by 
the sale of timber . 

107. Might not the land on the eastern bank be made available for agriculural purposes? Some of 
the land is suited for agricultnre and could be so used. 

108. Is a large extent of it agricultural lru1d? Yes; it. is mostly suited for hay, wheat, and corn 
. generally. · 

lOR Would not the effect of moving the Par:iamentary surveyed i·oute to the western route still fn1·ther 
take the line from the eastern bank? I think not, because of the Derwent. ·-

110. Could not bridges cross the Derwent and-bring them into communication with the Parliamentary 
line 1 I think it is not practicable, owing to the banks being so precipitous, and the blind creeks ma~--:e it 
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very difficult to cross. There would be a difficulty on the eastem bank in cutting up the land for small 
selections, in consequence of the difficulty in getting a water supply. 

lll. BJ! t!te T1·ea.mre1·.-As a matter of fact, owing to the land on the eastem bank being taken up, 
settlement 1s proceeding rapidly on the western side? Yes, rapidly. . 

112. And extendino- to the west of Fenton bury and Ellendale? Yes. There are now two public 
11chools there, One at Fentonbury, with about 50 scholars ; and one at Ellendale, with over 70. 

ll3. B.1/ M1·. Dooley.-In reference to the valleJis and streams, do you attribute· the suitability for 
growin&: fruit due to the climate or to the_ soil? Bqth. Tho soi

1

l is well sui~ed. both for fruit and hops~ 
About tsO acres of hops are now planted out rn the Ellendale and Fentonbury D1str1Ctl!, · · 

ll4. Is the climate also suited for them? Yes. 
115. What is the nature of the soil? Deep black sand in the bottoms, all being·. made soi!, and 

.alluvial depos_its from the heavy forest country, with musk, pear-tree, and small scrub. . 
ll6. ·Does the frost affect it? Yes, a little, but not inuch. In the valleys the fro~ts are not much 

· felt, and the·westem side is more sheltered from the wind than the eastorn bank. 

MR. JAMES CLARK, JuN., called and examined. 
ll7. By the Okair1nan.-Where do you reside? At Ellendale. 
llR Are you a selector. My father purchased 1300 acres from the GovernmenL. 
ll9. Are you working on your father's land? No, my father gave his sons 100 acres each. 
120. You are working on your 100 acres ? Yes. 
121. How much· have you under cultivation? About 50 acres. 
12'!. What do you grow Z Four acres of hops, yielding ]2cwt. to 14cwt. per acre, oats, wheat, 

turnips for fattening sheep, and potatoes. 
123. How many settlers are there in that district? · About 60 are working on land at Fentonbury and 

Ellendale. There may be more. 
124. Are you acquainted with the crown lands in the neighbourhood? Yes. 
125. Is there much land the.re available for selection? Yes, a deal of land ; I should think 40,000 

acres and upwards could be selected. 
126. Where would that be? Up RusseWs Falls River, and between that river and J ones's River. 
127. Have you been over the land? Yes, I have travelled it a deal lately, showing it to people who 

are taking it up. 
128. What is it 'like ? It is good soil, some being black, some chocolate, and some black sand. 
129. Is it heavily timbered? Some of it is very heavily timbered, and some not so heavy. There is 

any quantity of timber that might be used for splitting purposes. 
130. Is it a mountainous country? No. 
131. Where else does it extend? It comes up between Jones's River and the Broad River, where 

there is a large scope of Crown land equally good. . · 
132. What sort of land is it roune1 the Russell's Falls River? Good land, especially on the north, 

side, where there is a much.larger scope. There are two flats there which ai·e .very·good land. 
133. Have you been on that land? .Yes. 
134. [s it good for cultivation? Yes, it could not be better. Up· towards the Florentine there is also 

a fine scope of good land. 
135. How far is Florentine from Ellendale? · A bout 14 or.15 miles. 
136. Is it over a mountain range? No, it is pretty flat. 
137. By 11:fr. Dooley.-Have you been to Florentine? Yes; from the Broad River, going west. 
138. By_ 1lfr. Burgess.-l,; settlement still, going· _on in the Ellendale and Fentonbury districts?" 

Yes, it is ; I have shown land there lately to people who are taking it up. · 

·MR. JOHN CARLYLE, called and examined. 
139. By tlte Cltairman.-Where do you reside ? At Ellendale. 
140. Are you a selector? Yes, a selector from the crown. 
141. How much land did you select? 50 acres. 
142. How long have you been on it? 14 years. 
143. How many acres have you under cultivation? 25. 
144. ·what do you grow? Potatoes, wheat, oats, and all kinds of vegetables. 
145. Are you acquainted with the land in the neighbourhood? Yes. 
146. How many families are there? In my neighbourhood about 20 families. 
147. Do you know the crown land there? Yes ; I have split an,d sawn on it most of. my time. 
148. What sort of land is it? Good land, and it reaches from Ellendale to Florentine Valley •. 

About 20 miles of it would be taken up if it were tapped by railway. I have been through to Florentine .. 



(No. 117.) 
15 

149. 1.\'hat is the description of the land?· Heavily serubbed land. 
150. How much is there in Florentine Valley? About·6000 acres that I know ofpe1:sonally. 

_ . 151. By 1lfr. Dooley.-1s it good lant! all through? No, not right through, but more than half of 
;1t 1s good. · 

152. Could you get a road to it? Yes, there is now a road known as Dawson's road. If that valley 
had been opened up years ago the place would have beru rushed. There is not such a place in the Island 
for splitting timber. 

MR. AH.THUR RANSLEY called and examined. 
153. By the C!tafrman.-Where do yotl reside? I am a selector at ~llendale. 
154. Did you select land from the Governrnen t? Yes, 150 acres. 
155. How long have you had it? About 11 years. 
156. How much have yotl under cultivation? About 30 acres. 
157. What do you grow? Hops, apples, potatoes, wheat, and vegetables. 
158. Why have you not cleared more of the ia~d '! The roads are very bad for getting produce to 

,market. For that reason I have let some of the cleared land fall out of cultivation. 
159. Are you acquintecl with the Cro~vn lands in ;,,he neighbourhood? Yes, 
160. In what locality? RuAsell's Falls, Jones', Styx, and Sassafras Rivers. 
] 61. What is the character of the iand up Rus3ell's Falls River? Black soil, there. being about 

10,000 or 12,000 acres. 
162. Have you been there yourself? Yes. 
163. Is it good land? Yes, very good. 
164. Is it as good as it is at Elleudale? Yes, be;;ter. 
165. Is there any Crown lauds at the Styx? Ye3, a great deal ; I should say 20,000 acres or more. 
166. What sort of country is it? Black loam anil chocolate soil, very heavily limbered. 
167. Is the timber good? Yes, for sawing and Eplitting. 
168. Is there good land in the Sassafras neightourhood? Yes, fine land. Some gentlemen have 

,recently taken up land there. 
169. Is settlement inci·easing· at Ellendale ? Yes .. 
170. What is the number of settlers there ? · About 70 or . 80 families, including Ellen dale and 

Fentonbury. 
l 71. How many children attend the schools ? About 'i'O at Ellendale, and 50 could go to Fentonbury. 

\ 

MR. CHARLES HANLON called and examined. 
172. By the Chairman.-Where do you reside ? At Ellendale. I am a selector from the Crown. 

173. How much land have you ? 125 acres. 
174. How long have you been there·? Seventeen or eighteen ·years. 
175. How much land have you under cultivation ? Over fifty acres. 
176. What do you grow ? Hops, wheat, potatoes, turnips, and mangolds. 
177. Do you get good crops? Yes. I have a good crop to-day in the barn, but cannot get it away 

to market. 
178. Is the settlement increasing ? Yes .. 
179. Are you acquainted with the Crown land in the vicinity ? Yes. 
180. In what direction? Towards the Florentine. · 
181. l,fow many miles have you travelled towards the Florentine? Eight or nine miles. 

. 182. What sort of soil is it ? Mixed; generally vegetable soil, with clayey bottom, and heavily 
timbered. 

183. What sort of timber? The Huon is nothing to it. It is good for both sawing and splitting. 
184. What sort of scrub is there? Dogwood, blackwood, and sassafras generally. 
185. What sort of heavy timbe1· ? Stringy-bark and cabbage gum. 
186. By M1·. Bmddon.-Is the country !eve~ ? Not all level; there are hills and gullies with 

-streams running through them. 
187. How fa1· from the road have you to go before getting on good land? In fact there is no road; 

potatoes are rotting in .the ground owing to there _being no road. You go a good distance from the tmck 
before reaching good land. . . 

188. By J.lfr. Dooley.-When the railway is mi:.de to Glenora, will you not be able to use it'? Yes, 
by coming a good distan.ce-I will have to go ten miles ; but the railway to Glenora will never open up the 
•Crown land. . 

WILLIAilI TlIDl\IAS STRU'l"T1 
GOVERNMENT l'RlNTER, TASMANIA. 


