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Tremayne, 22nd October, 1875. 
Sm, 
· I BEG to bring under your notice the case of Thomas Watts, an invalid at the Brickfields Depot. 

:I was there yesterday, and he told me he was 10 years at Port Arthur as a Constable, and stationed 
last at Eagle Hawk Neck, and drew his rations from Norfolk Bay. Last Ju.ne he went for the~ 
as usual on horseback, and got thrown, and dislocated .his shoulder and injured his hip. He wrote 

'by post to Dr. Coverdale, requesting his attendance, and he sent word he was to go.to NorfolkBay, 
;where the Dispenser would go to see him. Watts replied that he was not able to go to N orfolkBay; 
still nobody came to see him at Eagle Hawk Neck. Four weeks elapsed, and he .was then able .to 
go to Port Arthur, when Dr. Coverdale ordered him to the Hospital and tried to set his shoulder, 
but failed, and sent him.by schooner to Hobart Town Hospital. He arrived on .the 13th August, 
and another attempt was made, which also failed; and on the 6th inst. he was discharged to the 
Brickfields,-crippled, and unable to get his living, and a burden on the community. He was 
receiving 2s. 6d. a day at Eagle Hawk Neck. I submit the case deserves enquiry. 

I have, &c. 
. (Sig·ned) 

The Colonial Secretary. 
PHILIP T. SMITH • 

FoRWARDED to the Civil Colllmandanf, Port Arthur, with the request.that he wiUreport upon 
the circumstances connected with this man's case. · · ' 

B. TRAVERS SOLLY. 
22nd October, 1875. 

Civil Commandant's Offece, Port Arthur, 27th October, 1875; 
:MEMORANDUM. 

THE statement of Senior Constable Evenden, in letter attached, ~11 explain the circumstance~ 
connected with the c~se of Thomas Watts, late a Constable at Eagle Hawk Neck. ' . 

It is necessary to observe, in the first plaqe, that Watts never wrote to Dr. Coverdale.; and, 
_consequently, the request he says he made for professional attendance is untrue. 

Secondly. It is equally untrue that any message was received of his inability to go to Norfolk 
Bay. It was, at any rate, quite possibl.e for :,v atts to. have proceeded there by boat had he not been 
able to walk, 

· Thirdly. Watts had no busiµess whatever on horseback; and, therefore, the injuries be sustained 
,were not inflicted in the perfori;nance of his public duties. 

And fourthly. His pay was 2s. a day, and not 2s. 6d. 

Reverting, however, to the circumstances attending the accident, it must be . apparent. that, i:q 
the absence of any known necessity for absolute medical attendance on the spot, every endeavour 
was made and assistance offered to give Watts the benefit of advice. 

This he persistently refused, not from any inability on bis part tp olJey instructions, as may b~ 
inferred from the postscript of a letter addressed to the Senior Constable a fortnight after his 
accident-" Should my shoulder. take an unfavourable turn I shall endeavour , to walk into Port 
Arthur"-but from a desire to avoid enquiry into certain charges against hi~,:including miscondu~t 
at his station. 
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It is a fact that Watts was at Norfolk Bay just four weeks after receiving his injuries, and he 
could then have come on to the Settlement had he so felt inclined; but, notwithstanding the many 
iqessages sent him to do so, he never made his appearance until after his removal from office; and 
then for the first time was it ascertained that his shoulder was dislocated. 

J. COVERDALE. 
B. TRAVERS SOLLY, Esq., Assistant Colonial Secretary. 

Sm, . . . . 
Port A.1·thur, 26th Octobei·, 1875. 

IN compliance with your request that I would furnish you in writing with all particulars in connection 
with the late Constable's (Thomas Watts) accident whilst stationed at Eagle Hawk Neck, I have the 
horror to state that the first intimation I received from Constable Watts was a verbal message by the 
postman that he (Watts) had fell from a horse when proceeding to Norfolk Bay foi· his rations, and had 
met with certain injuries to his arm, shoulder, and hip. I enquired of the postman if the injuries were 
serious. He replied that Watts had told him no bones were broken and that nothing was out of place, and 
that all he (Watts) required was some liniment, which was forwarded by return of postman. 

I remember, after I had reported these particulars to you, that you ordered the liniment to be sent; 
and it was forwarded with as little delay as possible. At the same time, you directed me to inform Watts 
by letter that either yourself or Mr. Robinson would meet him at Norfolk Bay and examine his injuries; 
.bitt Watts did not comply, but again replied in writing, and by verbal message by postman, that all he 
(Watts) wanted was some more liniment, which was for\varded. . 

You directed me to inform Watts by letter to come 'to the Settlement, ·a:nd that conveyance would be 
forwarded; bu·t he declined to do ·so, stating he believed he was suffering more from ·rheumatism than 
from the accident. . 

. I ·cannot now remember dates ; but about a: month or five weeks after the accident had occurred 
Watts came into the Settlement. I ·then took l1im up to your quarters, ·and in my presence you told 
Watts :he had been misrepresenting his case, that his shoulder was out, and that he ought to have met 
medical aid at Norfolk Bay or to have come to Port Arthur·as Tequested when conveyance was offered. 

You immediately after requested me to instruct Watts to go up to the Hospital, and to request )fr. 
Robinson to be in attendance, when you would see what could be done in putting the shoulder in its 
place, but feared it was hopeless in consequence of Watts' neglect in not coming into Port Arthur as 
requested. 

I have, ·&c. 

J. COVERDALE, Esq., Civil Commandant. 
(Signed) JOHN EVENDEN, Senim· Constable. 

Sm, 
·colonial Secretarf s Offece, 30th October, 1875. 

I AM directed by the Colonial Secretary to inform you, in reply to your note of the 22nd inst. 
relative to the case of a man named Thomas ,v atts, an invalid at the Brick.fields, whose shoulder 
was dislocated while he was employed at Port Arthur, that your communir.ation having. beeil 
referred :to the Civil Commandant 'for report, that officer's explanation has been received, and 
awaits your perusal at any time you may 'find it convenient to call at the office. 

P. T. S11nTH, Esq., Tremayne. 

·Srn 
' 

I·have,'&c. 
(Signed). B. TRAVERS SOLLY. 

Tremayne, 2nd November, 1875. 

WHEN I called on you on the 30th ult., to see, with your permission, Dr. Covei·dale's repl{to 
my note of 22nd ult. relative to the case of .Thomas Watts, you declined to let ,me show vV att.s that 
reply on the ground that you considered it satisfacto'ry, and that you ·could not give me any facility 
fe>r further investigation, and that if Watts was not satisfied he must lay his complaint before the 
Police Magistrate. 

I submit that his case would not be' entertained at the Police Office, as he m·akes no· criminal 
charge, but simply complains of being a cripple for life through neglect while in Government 
service, and claims· consideration. 

· I, again ask for the loan of the ·correspondence, or. for a copy; and I do so ·on the groun~ •that 
Watts is charged 1by Dr.' Coverdale with miscond'uct,"vhich he alleges was the reason for h1s •not 
coming to Port Arthur for advice. -- · · 
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: • The enclosed documents show that be was a man of good character, and Dr~- Coverda,le certifies , . 
1tliat ;bis conduct for 10 years has been satisfactory at the very time he imputes this misconduct. Dr. 
Coverdale further states that there was a boat at Eagle .Hawk Neck which would have brought,· 
him to Norfolk Bay, but with a dislocated.arm Watts could not row. · · 

. Further, · I submit that Senior, Constable Evenden's evidence is entitled to very little weight, 
from his late conviction. and sentence. . · . : 

According to what Watts tells me, and according to my recollection of Dr.· Coverdale's:
explanation, the facts are very imperfectly stated; and the truth ought to be ascertained and justice 
done the man. 

PHILIP T. SMITH. 
'The Colonial Secretary. 

I have, &c. 
·(Signed) 

SiR, 
Tremayne, 8tli November,· 1875. 

W H:EN I. called ,on you ·on .the 5th inst. for .an answer to, my note of the 2nd inst. respecting my . 
request for a copy ,of Dr. Coverdale's explanati,on, on the ground that his charge against Watts for· 
misconduct was contradicted by his own certificate, you still .declined to furnish me with it, as you 
suggested that the charge might have been withdrawn a:i:td the certificate given out of kindness; 
and you could not give any .fa,cilities for impeaching the ,conduct -of your -superior .officers, and that 
the Law Courts wer.e open ;to •any grievance. 

I then mentioned other circumstances which you thought gave a different C'omplexion to the 
matter, and.l:promised to put.them in writing. 

I wentctQ the Brick:fields yesterday and·saw Watts again, to ,be ,sur!:) I had not misunderstood 
h. . ... . 

Im. ., 

His story ,is, that his horse shied as .. he was going to Norfolk Bay as usual .for .rations on the 
~1 st or 22nµ .June, and that he fell ,heavily and .hurt his shoulder and ,hip, and had '.great difficulty jn 
getting back ,to Eagle Hawk Neck. It was a borrowed horse, and Dr. Coverdale had.seen him 
riding it at Port Arthur without making objection to his riding a horse. · •,• 

. The ,following,day the poshTent, and he wrote to,Senior Constable Evenden.that he .had 1ba~ .a 
fall and had hurt his shoulder and hip, and could,not walk,.and wanted medical treatment. Nobody, 
.came, and no notice taken • 

. Next post he wrote or .sent ,again, and no answ,er. :Not ·knowing· ,that .his ,shoulder was 
dislocated, and still·,unable from,,injury to,the. hip to walk .or ride to .Fort Arthur, he then ,sent for 
some liniment. 'fen days had now elap,:;ed. The liniment came.' It was too strong, and blistered 
the .flesh. He then wrote or sen_t for-some dressing to ,correct 'the blistering, :and -got ,w:ith it a 
messag~ that he was to go to Norfolk. Bay, ,where the Dispenser would meet him. 

. ' 

. A, fortnight had now:passed,.and he wrote or.sent he ,was unableto·go to,Norfolk Bay on foot 
or horseback. There ,was a,boat,at the Neck, but he could not ·use .it; and the oars were so ,long ,it 
required two men to pull it. Still nobody came; and at the end of a month (20th July) he was 
able to-walk:to Port Arthur, and,arrived about .5 P.M., and went at once to Dr. Coverdale. On 
stripping, he said, "Why, your shoulder is out." Late at riight;he was ordered to the Hospital,. and 
Dr. Coverdale and the Dispenser proceeded to s~t it by a rope and pulley, without chloroform. 
After trying for about half an hour they gave it up; and Dr. Coverdale said he was going to town 
next day by the schooner,.and would see him again ori his return~ but meantime he was to go back 
to the Neck: - · · · · , · · 

. , On :Dr. ,Coverclale's return,:some, days, after, ·a ,man was sent to. the .Neck to take. charge,, but he 
would not stop, and'Watts,hadito go.in again to report. .Dr. Co:verdale ·ordered him back till.he. 
found somebody else. In about ten day,; another man was sent, to whom he gave up charge, and· 
immediately. returned to.•Port ·Arthur.; •an<;l on .the·Sth August.·he got bis discharge, .with·_a certificate 
of good conduct, and two days after he was sent by schooner to Hobart Town. 

On: arrival:he:applied,to Mr. Solly,·who,gave.him,an order·of. admissiontto:the•.Hospital; 

·. . Another attempt 1was then. made to set the shoulder, but,it:failed, as it .was too long ,after the 
accident; and in due. time-he was,invalided, to the iBrickfields;-'a cripple for i life, ·and: probably ,a, 
burden on the public • 

. •Upon· tliis \ statement H ,feel myself justified in asking again. for ,a-copy of ,Dr;, Coverdale's_,and 
Evenden's explanation; and there can be, no ·reason-for,refusing: it-if no! blame attaches'..to, anyone. ; 



c . · I may· add tha,t I believe Dr. Coverdale is allowed two horses for ·visiting · out~statiClns; that 
~ atts has been a Constable for 17 years without a single offence being recorded against him ; ·all~ 
:that Dr. Coverdale. did.not say that he had any complaint to make against Watts before or at t~e 
time of his discharge. , 

I have, &c.· 
-,J 

.. ,: (Srgned) PHILIP, T. SMITH. 
Tlie Colonial Secretary. ..·., 

~N.EMOR.ANDU~. ) 

Mn. P. T. Smith having been allowed the perusal of Dr. Coverdale's Memorandum of the 
27th ultimo, and Constable Evenden'~ letter: to the Commandant of the 26th, respecting the case of 
.tlie man Thomas Watts, he .has furriished for the perusal of the Colonial Secretary several excellent 
testimonials as to his c1mracter, incltiding one from Dr. Coverdale, certifying that "Thomas Watts 
has been employed as Constable· and Warder·of Invalid Depot at Port Arthur/Tasrrian's Peninsula, 
from. March, 1865, to 22nd July, 1875, during which time his conduct and attention to his duties 
·have been satisfactory. He now leaves without any fault of his own." 

··· · The Civil Commandant states that Watts refused to avail himself of the medical assistance 
'offered, '' not from any inability on his part to obey instructions, but from a desire to avoid enquiry 
into certain charges against him, including misconduct at his station." · ·' 

As it appears from the above quoted Certificate that he left " without any fault of his own," 
and that his conduct " was satisfactory," the Commandant is requested to state the nature of the 
charg·es against Watts, whether they were enquired into, and how they were d.isposed of. 
C ' ' 

Mr. P. T. Smith has addressed another letter to the Colonial Secretary, copy enclosed, and the 
Commandant is requested to report upon the allegations therein containe~, a~ tlrn statements do not 
coincide• with the report of the case already furnished by the Commandant.and the letter:':of Constabl~ 
Evenden. 

Watts states that the day after the accident he wrote to Senior Constable Evenden, stating that 
he had hurt his shoulder and his hip, and could not walk, and that he wanted· medical treatmentl 
•The Colonial Secretary requests that this letter to Evenden may be forwarded for his perusal. 

. Of this letter, and again of a second letter by the, following Post, no notice appears to have 
be.en taken, and it was not until his repeated applications failed to · obtain· for hin1 the n:iedicaJ 
attendance he· wrote for that he sent for some liniment. · · 

The Commandant, in his Memorandum of the 27th October, states that it was " quite possible 
for Watts to have proceeded there" (N orfo_lk Bay) " by boat had he not been able to walk," but it 
is not clear how the Commandant expected Watts to row the boat with a hurt shoulder. · 

.. The Commandant's attention is especially called to the.statement that when, at the end of a 
month from the time of the accident, Watts' shoulder having been examined and the endeavour to 
reduce the dislocation having failed, he was sent back to his Station until Dr. Coverdale's return 
from town ; and that, after he had returned, at least ten days was allowed to elapse before Watts 
was relieved and sent to town for the medical treatment of his dislocated shoulder. . : 

Colonial Secretary's Office, 12th November, 1875. 
(Signed) THOS. D. CHAPMAN,: 

Port Arthur, 20tli November, 1875,; 
·srn, 

· ··I HAVE the-honor to acknowledge the receipt of your Memorandum of 12th instant, conveying 
also copy of a letter addressed to yourself, on 8th instant, by Philip T. Smith, Esq. · · 

In reply, I must, to a comprehending of the case in question, recapitulate what I have before' 
written. . ; 

I presume Mr. Smith, who appears to rely so implicitly upon the verbal testimony of Thomas 
Watts, will not dispute the validity of the man's writing; and therefore in asking attention to the 
two (2) documents furnished by him, and to the other statements, likewise enclosed, I trust that 
suffident evidence. :will be found to .. remove further misconception on the subject. · : 

Mr. Smith does not repeat the remark contained in his former letter of 22nd ultimo, that Watts 
•~ wrote by post to. Dr. Coverdale, requesting his attendance," -consequently, it is only fair to assume 
that he,_Mr •. Smith, had, in that parti~ular, found out his mistake. . , .. · 



c ; The :expressiops: '' wrote, or sent," are sufficiently admissible, as it would appear three: letters 
w:ere received .and,:several messages also, but in no· instance can any mention be traced of a·· request 
~?,!'. medical a.ttendance. : .. · . .. . _ . . . . . . .. . . . ·. · ~ 

The particulars of the case are :-On Monday, 31st May, Watts met with his accident, (not 
iist pi: 22nd,Jrine,,as stated by Mr. s·mith). Ori l'st June the'postman would pass the Neck and 
tet11rn next day, upon which, ·2nd, he conveyed some liniment to Watts, upon his own request. This:: 
atleast up.sets .the. assertion of " No notice (being) taken." On 15th June, Watts, as he says for 
the first time, writes letter marked A.; but so far.from speaking of his inability to proceed to Norfolk, 
Bay, states in his P.S., if necessary he would "endeavour to walk · to Port Arthur." Lastly, on 
l3,th J:uly, he came to the Settlement, being .six weeks (not the "end of a month, 20th July," 
l!ccording to Mr. ·Smith,) after the actual receipt of his injuries. · ·:· 

G.a : D~cu~e~t B. proves that 'he was at Norfolk Bay on 2nd, 4th, and· 7th July ; and . had he on 
the first occasion, following out instructions, come on to Port Ai·thur, the probability is that he would 
not now be suffering from a dislpcat~d shoulder. · · 

/.'.. · "\i\7: atts m~y have been a Constable for 17 years, and when i_n bondage m~y. ha:v:e exercise4 
sufficient cleverness ·in bringing up a fellow m:i,,oner to ;keep out of trouble himself, ·especially judg~ 
ing by his present attempt to cast blame on otfiers'. .. ... . 

1.~ 

The man h~s be~~ ,known to myself for the past eighteen months, six of ~hich as W a.rder in 
the Pauper Depot here; and twelve as Constable at Eagle Hawk Neck. During this period. I: ha<i. 
yery few opportunities. of seeing him, and remember upon _one occasion, observing him le_aving the 
Settlement on horseback. . . . . . · · 

I certainly was no.t aware that he was in the habit· of borrowing- a horse, otherwise I shou14 
have taken exception to it; but under any circumstances,· whatever injuries he might sustain froni 
~ding could not be c~nsidered as received in the performance of his public duties. · 

The statement that "Watts arrived at the Settlement on 20th July, about five- P.M:, and went 
at·once to-Dr. ·Coverdale," is an absolute falsehood. He came in ori 13th, as already mentioned;_ 
and was on the Settlement about half-past three of that day ; but I did not" see hini until he came 
to my house in company with the _Senior Qonstable_ about half-past se:ven o'clock, when I imrnedia,tely 
directed him to go to the Hospital, and then and there attended him. · This therefore constitute~ the 
~:late at night:' operation; a1'1d.if chloroform-were not used on the ·occasion it 'was froin professiona~ 
reasons better known to myself than they could be expected to be understood by Mr. Smith.·'· '· " 

L~ ' After sundry remarl~s about Watts being ~rdered back to.his ~tation, and my going to t~wn~ 
Mr. Smith concludes his letter in the following words:-" Dr. Coverdale did not say that he hacl 
.~my complai1;1t to_ m3:ke against Watts before, or at the .ti1~e 9f his discharge.''. 

L. ( • . ; . •. .. , - •' . -·-· , . . • • _, ,. . • ' ••• 

This is quite true,-in fact I had no conversation with the man farther tha~1 about hi; should~r; 
. believing at the time that his month's notice }lad. expired and he was no·longei• a Constable. 

-·-: . Upon'my return from town, however, on the 18th July, I learnt that Wat_to; had gone b_ack to 
the Neck, as his time would not'expire until the 22nd". On·the 21st he came i'n to Port Arthur to 
receive his pay and discharge; subsequently t.o :wh_ich, .JJpon the representations of the Station Officer, 
I consented to allow him, Watts, to continue at his station until the amoun,t of his shop account. wa~ 
liquidated,; , Accordingly he . went back for -the second tinie ·to Eagle Hawk· N·eck,· where M 
remained until ~ie left the Peninsula by schooner from Norfolk Bay on I 0th ~ugust. 

' ' , 

The apparent objection that Watts had for not coming to head quarter\>. must doubtles~ have 
arisen from a rumour of certain misconduct tliat he had been guilty of at the Neck ; but as the 
rumour did -nonake a tangible form, and as he:;had 1:eceived. notice,, to leave before a· charge was 
made~.no ep.quiry into the mat_ter tooJ.-. place. ·· ,,; 
"•:, , '1, ,· 1 

'It ik•·nciw sliow~. by his letter of 15th June, that Watts might have Gome .to the. Settleme~t 
nearly a month before he did had he inade t!:w.J1,ttempt ;, and it was entirely o,ving to the evasive 
and unsatisfactory messages I received as coming from him that caused . me to dire~t a nio~th's 
notice· of the discontinuance of his services-to be sent him. · · 
c. 

"., '. ' As to thk two horses ·allowed me for visiting out-statio~s, I can only remark .that_ I use them -,~s 
g_c<:fasion reqi;in:es ; but, in the absence of any information as to the actual nature of Watts'. injuries, 
ldid not feel called upon at the time to ride 25 miles in anticipation of finding a dislocated ·shoulder 
oi' a broken hip~joint. 

:; _ Mr. SII);ith is wrong again a~ to the date ·watts got his discha.rge .. H\'l.: giv~s. 9th August'. 
,whereas it was .22nd July, as: correctly put.in your memorandum; It is of no 0 consequence ·perhap~ 
;farther than. to sh<;rw: how incorrectly .all his-dates have _been -stated. · •. c · • • '' "' · 



As respects the_ discharge itself, it has been customary to sign them, except in those instances 
where an official has been dismissed for any misconduct. In Watts' case, however, such a proceed
ing was not adopted, in consideration of his long service and from a desire not to deal . harshly- by 
the man. 

I have withheld this communication one post, in expectation of having been able to add the 
testimony of the mail-man to those submitted : but as he has been prevented from delivering the 
mail himself upon the two last occasions, ·and is likely to be so for the next two or more, I am com
pelled no longer to wait for the wished-for statement. 

In concluding, I beg to be understood as having as much sympathy· for the man Watts as 
Mr. Smith can have. Every effort was made and attention given to afford relief to the patient, and 
it was only when it was found that further interference with the shoulder would have made its 
condition worse that the atterupt at reduction of the dislocation was abandoned. 

·Tlte Hon. tlie Colonial Secretary. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) 

[Received from Senior Constable Evenden this 15th day of August, 1875.J 

J. COVERDALE. 

(Copy.) 

MEMO. 
Eagle Hawk Neck, I5tlt June, 1876, 

I HAVE for the first time sat wyself down to write, but I do not know whether I shall be able to say much, ·as it 
is with pain I rest my arm upon the table, and then only for a few minute8 at the time. 

· · I have to inform you that my shoulder is improving, although but ~lowly; but I am pleased to have to say that 
I do not think there is anything wrong with the bone. 'fhe bruises were very severe, and penetrated deeply, but 
the blistering done great good; but to make matters worse I am now suffering from a severe attack of rheumatism, 
so that I can hardly tell whether it is from that or'the accii:lent that I am suffering most from; but I think it is from 
the rheumatism, as it shifts about from one part of the arm to another twenty times during the day. I cannot get 
any sleep from the throbbing pain I endure; but upon the whole I think I may say I ·am much improved, although 
slowly. I got a severe bruise on the right side of my seat, which has prevented me from walking, otherwise should 
have come into Port Arthur. 

I must have a speil now, as my arm is beginning to ache from leaning on it. 

I do not know if you can make out one-half of the writing. I am so very -nervous; I can scarcely keep the 
pen on the paper to finish a word. . 

I can assure you I am surprised I escaped with my life, as it could not have occurred on a worse spot; nothing 
but stones. It will be some time before I mount a horse again, although, had not the girth ,broke, I could have 
maintained my seat. . 

I do not hear anything about the coat other than Roberts informed me the requisition was on the table; I 
suppose to be read this day six months. . 

Excuse me saying more at the .present time, and believe me, 
Yours truly, 

T. WAT'fS, 
-P.S.-Should my shoulder take an unfavourable turn I shall endeav:our to walk to Port Arthur. 

REPORT of tlte state of Road, Bridges, and Cubierts .on tl1e Line of Road between Eagle Hawk· Neck ,and 
No,jolk Bay, f01· the week ending 6tlt July, 1875, 

The road is in fair order, but very wet and sloppy. 

Bridges and culverts secure, ~ith the exception of one culvert no.w undergoing repair, 

·Visited Norfolk Bay on the 2nd, 4th, and 7th inst. ;Found the btiildings·in the usual state: doors and windows 
secured. 

The Civil Commandant; Poi·t Arthur. 

THOM.AS WATTS, Constable in Charge, 
Eagle Hawk.J.'tec/1, itlt July, 1875. 

GEORGE .A. Robinson states: I am Dispenser at Port Arthur. I remember makin!!· -up s9me liniment for 
Thomas Watts. Upon reference to my books, I find it was on 2nd June last. I repeatPd- the liniment, and also 
sent him some simple dressing afterwards .. Watts was known to suffer from rheumatism: and I was given to 
understand the application was for that malady. I assisted the Medical Officer, about 8 o'clock on the evening of 
13th July, ·in an attempt to -reduce a dislocation of the shoulder under which Watts was labouring, but it was not 
successful. Pulleys were used. 

G. A. ROBINSON, 

· GEORGE Whittington·· states·: I ~m Station Officer at Port Arthur, ·and keep a private store there. I 
remember -Thomas Wattsrbeing on the Settlement on the evening <ifl3th.July. He returned to his staf.ion-at Eagle 
Hawk Neck, and came back on 21st following. AMhat time he was iri my.debt for.articles supplied him. Hearing 



tp.at he was disroiss~d,; and: bad, reeeiverl his·chequ,e, .. I a;~ked·hi_m for paymen.t of b-i:s; ac.cq1int; He rep1ied iilltUediatcly,;: ur: ha.ve no mQney." !::\eeing that.lie whhr,d to ()hea_t me, I l?roqe_eded_ to the Civil Commandant's q,na1:ter~, and .repo.rted. 
the same. 'l'he Commandant then said, under the circumstances, Watts would· be allo\vecl to remain as Cons.tablEt 
until the amount was worked out. I had beard the rumour of \.Yatts having carried on an improper intercourse• 
with a girl at the Neck. 

G.: WHITTINGTON. 

Jo:a:N W. Roqerts states: I am Clerk. at Port' Arth'ur. A bout the middle of June l'ast I wrote, by directi'on · 
of the CiviJ, Cominandant, to Constabl'e Thomas w·atts to come in to the Settlemen.t, He sent 'ivord, i~1 reply, that 
he wa~ sufledng from rheumatism, anrl co.ul'd not manage the distance at pre~ent. • I se11t again some• days after, and 
told h.im that i.f he was bad he oug-ht to come, t.o Port. Arthu1·for medical treatment.. To, this. I r<'cl'ived no reply,_ 
but learnt through the postm'ln that Wat~s was niuch. better, but suffei:ecl on each change ot _wPather. I was th_e~. 
directed to send him notice that his sr,rvices would lJfl dispensed with at the end ofa month. I heard nothing more 
from him until I met him on the Settlement on the evening ot th11 13th July. In conversation he told me he had 
had a I.all from a l10rse about Si]{ ,veeks· before, and h11rt his shoulder, and thought it had brought on- rheumatism •. 
O,n feeling his shou-lder•I told hii:n it was out. He said,. '' Nonsen.se ;, I can mov.e- my arm quite easily, but no.t lift 
it to my head." He afterwards went to Dr ... Co.v.erdale.. Betore vV atts came to the l:jf'ttlement on the 13th July,, I 
had heard the rumour of his having sexual intercourse with a girl at Eagle Hawk Neck, and that she was in the 
f~rn.ily way-~~~~~-· 

J. W. ROBERTS. 

,'fo_IJ:N Ev:enden sta,tes: I am, Senior Constable at Port !1:thur. That fm:nished by me on 2.6.th October last was a:.: 
corr?ct account, so far as it went, of-the circumstances uttending 1he ca~e of Thomas Watts. I think I received three 
lettrrs from him from the time of his accidont until I saw him on the Settlement. I only kept the one I gave to the 
Civil Commandant in August last. The t,vo. ot]:iei:s. \j•ete on private matters, such as procuring artides. trom the 
shop,. a_nd had·.no refe11ence- tQ, hi.s injuries 'IY,hatever. I never received any. w~itte_n i,nformation from Watts whate.vei: 
ol'•liis accident bPyond what is contained in his letter of 15th June; He used to send messages for what he required, 
and I harl the medic·ine procured from the Dispensary; ·,1nd· forwarcled--by postman upon each occasion of his return 
wi.th the wail;. i;n.~hort,, I was. in. the habit of enquiring about Watts every time the post came in; and three or four 
times the man told mu ·watts· had said he wa~ snre bis shoulder was not out (for in one of my !fitters l a~ked th!l:· 
que;tio11),. nor were any of his bones broken .. On the occa~ion of my telliJ1g ·watts to come .to Norfolk Bay, I wrote' 
him, i'f'he. were not able-to walk, to apply to eithe1, Messrs. Pidgeo11 or· Conuolly-' for• some one to puil hi'm there in . 
Ol).e of 1 lwi11 bQats. When- Watts:came to. the Settlemen_t. on 1·3tli, .J u.I,y he told me he had been accu-e1J of getting a g.irl 
at the N,•c;k, in the,fam.ily way. I had he!!rcl tlil! rumour bPfore- he. met. with his. accident. Be arrived at head 
quarters aliout half-past 3 in the afternoon, but I did not see him until nearly 7 .. o'clock-. I then asked him if he 
had seen the Commandant. He replie.d, "No," ,md sPpmed to object to do so, saying something about his being 
out of office. He,. he>wever, accompaniPtl' me to Dr. Coverclale's residence about half-l'ast 7, and was directed to go .at. 
on.ce to. tbe:'H.ospital1 

•• Watts returnec1'to,Eagle Hawk Neck on the following day, as his monhh'·s. notice, would not 
have been corn plC'terJ until 22nd July. On the 2bt. he.again came to the Settlement to receive his pay and discharge, 
whPn I receivecl instnwti.o.ns to. the effect that he was to remai11. as Constable until a d.ebt he owed to the shop was 
worked out. He tliewonce more returned to his station-, and subsequently left Norfolk Bay by· schooner for Hobart 
Town on 10th August. 

Srn, 
' . I_ REQUEST tlie fav;our of' your permittrng 

est!l,blislnnentl to CQme and see me on bllsiness. 

Tlie l'oloniaZ,· Secretar11. 

· J. EVENDEN, 

Tremayne, 25th November, 18'7,5, •. 
. '· 

Thomas Watts, a.n in;\;ali'd at th.~ Brickfit)ld~ . 

I have, &c. 
(Signedl) PHILIP Ti- SMITH,. 

Colonial Secretary's Office,. 26th November, l875. 
T:irn Colonial Secretary presents, his complimt)nts to Mr .. Philip Smith,. and begs_ to. inform him , 

that, in <1,~cord.ance w.ith his. re9;m'lst, the Supe1;intendent of the .. Brickfields Invalid Depot. has bee.n 
di:reGted to pe,rmit. Thomas. W. atJs. to visit.. Mr. Smith at bis priv,ate :r.esidence. to-m.oxrow, the 27th.; 
if./,s_tant... · 

vVatts to return to the Depot to-morrow evening .. 

I\ 'J', SMI'l:R, Ji}s.q..~ Tr.emayn~. 

Colonial S.ecre.tar/ ~- O:ffic.e, -26th N;o.vem,be1J, 18'Zq,, · 
MEMO. 
. TuE_ Supt).llintendent of the, Brickfiel,d-.. Invalid Dep.ot is directt)d to. pt)i:mit. Tho,mas. Wattil to 

visit ·Mr. P. T. Smith at his priv;ate r;esidence to,.mon:ow, tht). 27thinstant •. 

Watts, to. ,retµr,n tq the: Depot to-morro:w ev:ening. 
(Signed) THOS, .. D. CRAP.MAN.: 

Colonial Secretary's Office; 30tli Novein'/5er, 1875. · 
Sm, 

-' W1TH reference to the case of the man Thomas Watts; formerly a Constable at Eagle Hawk,. 
Neck, and now. an inmate of the Brickfields Invalid Depot, suffering from an iri;educi.ble di$location · 
of' the shoulder,· which. case has been brought und'er my special notice by, Mr. P. T. S'mith, I·de.em._ 
··t:my duty to inform you. tl'rnt:- the Go:vernment exonerate Y,OU from. any culpable neglect,. inasm:uJ:ih: 



10 

as the man himself· failed to inform you of' his accident at the time, and in his communications to: 
your subordinate officers referred his sufferings to rheumatism, for which, the necessary 'application: 
was forwarded. , 

Now that the, result of that accident is known, it is of course a subject of regret that you did 
not, when you heard that one of your. Constables at an out-station was incapacitated for active 
duty, at once proceed to visit him, and ascertain the nature and extent of his injuries, the distance 
Qf his Station from Head Quarters being only about twelve miles, or a morning ride; and I trust 
that on any future occasion, when you have reason to know that from any cause the efficiency of any 
Official is interfered with, you will take immediate steps to supply his place, or at any rate personally' 
ascertain the cause of his incapacity for the discharge of his duties. · 

I-cannot, however, pass over without comment the fact that when you had satisfied yourself that 
Watts' dislocation could not be reduced, you caused or allowed him to return to his Station, in order 
t:1iat he might work out a debt to the storekeeper at Port Arthur. , . . · 

. Under no circumstances can such a course be justified, for it is evident that the interests of the 
Public Service were made to snffe;r for the benefit of a .private individual; and I have to request 
that you will clearly understand for the future, that any debts contracted by Constables or other:, at 
Port Arthur are contracted at the risk of the storekeeper, and not at that .of the public Revenue. 

Tlie Civil Commandant, Port A.rtliu1·. 
I have, &c. 

(Signed) THOS. D. CHAPMAN. 

Tremayne, l 7tlt December, 1875. 
Srn, 
· I WROTE you 2nd November, and enclosed four or five certificates of character in '' Thomas 

Watts' " favour for your perusal. On 29th November I wrote and requested their return. The 
papers were mislaid for a time. I now request to be favoured with the certificates I refer to. 

Tlte Colonial Secretary. 
I am, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP T. SMITH. 

[NoTE.-Certificates returned as requested, 17th December, '75.] 

Srn, 
Tremayne, 20tlt December, 1875. 

HAVING received your permission to read and make extracts from the correspondence relating 
to the case of "Thomas Watts," I availed myself of that privilege at your office on 16th inst.; and 
I now beg leave to inform you that it is my intention to publish my letters, and so much of Dr. 
Coverdale's explanations, and your communications to him and myself, as is necessary to a right 
u·nderstanding of the case. 

· A grievous injury and injustice, as I believe, has been done the man; and as in your communi
cation to Dr. Coverdale of 30th November you exonerate him from any culpable neg·lect, and as 
I infer approve of his summary discharge from the constabulary on becoming unfit for active duty 
after seventeen ·years' service,-without a sing·le offence, I believe, being recorded against him, and 
with a certificate of g·ood conduct given him by Dr. Coverdale on his discharge,-! feel it my duty 
to place the matter before the public, that every body may form his own judgment of Dr. Coverdale's 
discharge of· his duties, and of Watts' claim to compensation. 

As an additional reason for my taking this step, I beg to _refer you to my two letters of 22nd 
December and 5th January last, after my visit to Port Arthur, in which I called your attention to 
several matters which I took the liberty of suggesting required investigation. 

' Neither letter was acknowledged, nor have I ever verbally received any satisfaction from you 
on the subject, further than that Port Arthur would soon be broken up . 

. I. shall tak~ this opportunity of publishing those letters, in further justification of my calling 
notice to Watts case. • . 

The Colonial Secretary. 
I am, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP T. SMITH. 

Tremayne, 4tli January, 1876. 
Srn, . . . 

ON 31st December you favoured me with an interview on the matters I had laid before you ; 
rel~tin.g to t~e Brickfields Depot, when I took the liberty of expressi.ng my dissatisfaction with Mr •. 
W1thr1ngton s last letter to you of 24th December, as a reply to mine of 11 th December, and I par-



ticl11arized· his ordering me out of that establishment, the b~cket affair, his charges against me about: 
my insulting him, and the very inadequate attendance pmvided for the Upper Ward; and• y01{ 
intimated to me that you considered no further explanation was necessary, and that I must consider 
the matter closed. I expressed to you my deep mortification and disappointment. 

On 20th December I addressed a note to you in reference to Watts' case, signifying my inten
tion to publish my letters, and so much of Dr. Coverdale's explanations and your communications to 
him and myself as was necessary to a right understanding of the case. · 

On 23rd December I called on you to obtain permission to publish my extracts from Dr.• 
Coverdale's explanations and your communications to him, as I had not signified my intention to 
publish if -I thought it necessary, when you allowed me to read and make extracts from them, and 
you raised objections to my publishing those extracts. 

Both the Brickfields and P9rt Arthur matters appear to me of great public interest, and though 
you preclude me from publishing communications between you and your subordinates, I feel myself 
quite at liberty to publish my own letters. 

I. r. 

Each case,.I think, deserves more consideration than you have given to it; and as Parliament· 
is not sitting, I consider myself justified in laying both cases before the public, and I regret that my 
statements are incomplete without the answers and your remarks; and I presume you still forbid · 
Ille the use of them. 

1:h~ Colonial Secretary. 
Iam, &c •. 

(Signed) PHILIP T. SMITH. 

Colo~ial Secretary's O ffece, V>th January, 1876. 

THE Superintendent of the Brickfields Establishment will be good enough to inform the 
Colonial Secretary hereon the age of Thomas Watts, formerly a Constable at Port Arthur, but now• 
an inmate of the Brirkfields as a pauper. · 

THOS. D. CHAPMAN. 
1.'he Superintendent at the Brick.fields Establishment, Hobart Town. 

THOMAS WATTS, per England, admitted to Brickfields from Colonial Hospital 6.10.'75, aged 72. 

JNO. WITHRINGTON. 
17th January, j 876. 

Civil Commandant's Office, Port Arthur, '22nd January, 1876. 
Srn, 

AT length I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 30th November last. 

' The delay in replying tnereto has been occasioned by my desire .to obtain the statement 
(herewith enclosed) of the mailman, and which I had no opportunity of securing before Wednesday, 
19th instant. 

As anticirated, the man Thorne has thrown no new light upon Watts' case. On the contrary, 
his evidenc_e goes to confirm the correctness of my report generally, and to prove that no dependence 
can be placed upon the statements of a man whom, I have lately been informed, was always more 
or less under the influence of opium. 

I take this opportunity of f?rwarding a memorandum I received from tl1e Senior Constable .. It 
be_ars no date, but upon reference to the books of the establishment it was found that the informant, 
l\1'Ginness, visited the Settlement on 23rd June, two days before VVatts' letter; and it must . have 
been upon this memorandum that I, in a great measure, acted in clispensing with Watts' services,· 
when finding after its receipt that he did not offer any reason for not obeying the instruction to come 
on to head quarters. · 

' 
I beg likewise to submit the accompanying letter of the Dispenser, attesting,· according to his. 

experiences of a long life, that proper means were adopted, secundum artem, in attempting the · 
reduction of the dislocation. · , . -

· · Having so far exhausted the subject,: I turn now to notice the latter portions of your lette~, and, 
first as re&pects my not visiting Watts at Eagle Hawk Neck. . · ·· · · · · · · - -

This I should undoubtedly have done had I believed there had been any real necessity for it. 
Twice a week, at the outset, I received messages of his being _better and able to be abQut ; and when 
it is understood that·the quasi Constables ·at ·the outstations,· excepting Saltwater River, are placed 



tl!er~ ~Q,1.;e)~:r <;h:;i.rge o.£ th.~ pQiicU:1,1g$: tl1arr :('oJt e:f;fec,th:.e p◊ltc~ p,qtpQs.e~,. i_t wiJJ· b~ c,Qnce.<le.d;. 1- h~pe~: 
tbi,_,,t tb,~ e$c,i~i;icy o.f th,e, se.i:v,~ce -wai;;, :Q..ot jeopa_1:qis.(Hl li>y, n;iy, :p.qt, b,~vfog:: v,ished th~ foG.cJ.lity. . ·. : 

· Secondly. I fqlly- adrpit tha.t l erired in. [].Jlow~IJ.g W !!,tts to go, ha.ck to, wor;k o,ut .hi.s shop: ac.c.o,m1t~ 
and can only screen myself under the Latin idiom, " Nemo mortalium omnibus lwris sapit." 

c . Q~rc.u1;n.i~ta.n:c~s (~l~jch., howev.ei,-, i_t is n9t 11_ec~ssary to par~iGularis.e), e~isted l:J,t the tirp.e to ll!ake. 
his an exceptional case perh~ps i_n, son;ie <;legre,e, a.n.d,. v.iew,i;ng it i,1:;i. th.at; light l yielded tQ the. 
importunity of the request, and can only expr.ess my regr~t that I did so., although, so far as the 
~~_n,'s_ c_o:qdit~Q.J) was c.Qnc,Em;t~d, l was of opinjon i.t w,as. beyo.nd :r;eden;i,p,tion_. • . 

. . 
. I.11, C,Qndui;;ion, l h:we to assure- you that a similar occurrence is_ not lilceJy'. to take place. In, 

sl1ort, bad I adopted th.e more summary process_ of di~n;iii;;si11g the IJ1J111:,. jl): place of g_iving• him, a. 
month's notice to leave, he would not now be a cripple, and I should have been spared the most 
U;J1geP..eNu.s,. 1,1_n~Br;itis4.li;lce. attac;k of :PJ;iUip 'J,', S1:nitb, Esq., oJ T.fei;I!ay,•ne. 

. . 

Plte Hon. tlte. Colonial· Secretar:y; .. 

I. 4ave, &.c., 
(Signed) J. COVERDA;LE 

M'GINNESS states : watts has nearly recoveriid from his accident ; that. it is prin_cipally rheumatism 
in the same arm, which occasionally le!!,v~s ·anft attacks him again ; that he can move his shoulder, arm, 
and, :6,ngei:s, exce.pt when, attacked with. rheumatism. 

J·. EVENDEN. 
Tlte Civil Commandant. 

. SYDNEY Thorne states: I reside at Sorell, and have the contract for carrying the mail therefrom to 
' P;ort ArtJrnr. Abou~ si_x,_ mQl).ths !!,go.~ l)emembe1:. se_eing: th.e C.onsta.ble (Thorp.as "Y'a.tis) a,b Eagle. Hawk 

Neck. I was, in th.e habit of !!,l~·ays cal.li;ng at the Stat.io11 to. Leave. letters. and papers.- At the tim_e 1:efer11e.d~· 
to Watts told me he had had an accident from a fall from a hors~; he, was up .. at. th.e time.. I told him. I· 
tho.nghJ !)is shoulder "'.a.s out, and that he ought to have medical aid. ·He replied he didn't think it was, 
hut it was only a sevei·e bruise on th.e bone :from, the. falL lie al.so, said. som.e.tbing about, rh.eu.m_atism 
having set in from the injury. I distinctly recollect telling Watts to lose no time in going· in to the 
~Settlement, as if his shoulder happened to be out.it. would be difficult to put it in after some time. He, 

_ however, did not seem to think there was · any necessity for his going, and asked me to _get him some 
liniment. I 'took the, liniment' out to. him on mJ retmm, and when: comi9g· to, Port Arthur again: he-said, it 
had blistered his shoulder, and he wanted some dressing for it. To the best of my recollection I only 
c_a_rried OA~ letter fqr Watts:. h was directed to Senior Constable Evenden. I conveyed messages also to 
Evenden. It is so long ago that I cannot speak positively of anything that occurred._ I on_ly knpw tha,t; 
Watts never asked me to see the doctor, nor-to·con-vey-either-lcHer or message to him. I hail heard the 
report of Watts having got some girl in the family way at the Neck, and he was annoyed at such a report 
having been, made, as. he seemed to. think it.had, led·to, his, dismissal. I used to see Watts every time I 
passed, and question him abuut his arm. In going to Sorell it is about 8 o'clock in the morning, and: 
c9.ming froIPc about. }2, th_~t I pa,!s~d the Neck.. '()n l).11: occasio!lS, W at_ts was up,:_ he w.as: not confin.ed to 
bed, although he complained of having hurt his hip. 

S:YDNE:Y: l'.I-IOJ~:NE. 

, , I never mentioned' my- suspicion of Watts' should·er being out to anyone except himself; I onlJ· 
thought it might be out from my father speaking of dislocations occurring from accidents of one sort or 
another, 

S. T. 
Taken• before. m.e this l~th day• qf'January, '1876:, at Port-Arthun. 

J', CovERDALih J.P.: 

Si-R · 
. ' 

P~rt A1·thU1·, 21st Janum.'lf., 1876. 

, IN· accordance with. ·your request· that F' should: g-ive, fo1,:the informa:tion• 0£ the Government, a vrecf.~· 
of-my experiences in the medical· professi-0n-; and~ hased upon those. experienr.es, my, opinion as to tlie 
method of treatment adopted upon the occasion of. attempting a 1:eduction 0£· the dislocated shou.hkr, of: 
')/ho.mas Watts.,. ~ ha:v.~ th~ hon91: to state~l:st. ']hat I ha.v.e gone· thmugh a.regular· course of study· at· 
Guy's and St. Thomas's Hospitals; that I have seen a great deal of private praetiee both; in, England a·11t1: 
this Colony; that I have assisted at numerous surgical operations of all desc;riptions; and that l have no 
hesit:itiop.. in1 s:i.ying t_h_at:e_vei:y meims, we1ie. adopted 1:/y yours.eU: in. th,e, late attempt to, re.d:µ,ce .th~ long-
stimding clisloc_~tf;ld. hur_n~rl!S ~f'tJ:i.~. ll;t!\P. '1l4i@l1-~. W ~.tt~.•- · . . . . ,- . . ' . . . . . 

Tlie Oivil Commandant. 

I have, &c. 
(Signf;ld,), 

~-AME.S,. BA_R?f~llD,. 
GP'.\':EBN.I!~EN'l'. l;'ll.~_li'Tlj:111 ~AS!,!ANIA,, 

GiEQ.. i,\~NOl',T RQB.INSON. 


