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. ' IN oheaieWce' fo' your hi"structicins I hii've for' tl\',ffast tliiitMri' w~·eks _be'e'i:r e'iigaged' fa e'ipforirig 
a'n'd cutting a track from' th~ GrE':,a t Bend of th'e1 Gord'ofr River· to. M ac'c]'.uarie. Harbour' an"d' ha v'e· th'e1 

ftijnor to' forward· yoi.'tili:e followii:i-g· Repbrf ::..:..:.: . . · 

l Ikft H a'm'iltdii' ·on· Ii•) oncfay; the l'Stli of Feorii'arj, with- four men ari.'d p'fovisforis' for fou'r' 
months, an<l I reach.ed the Florentine River the following day, and formed a depot at that place;;if;i 
being impracticable for me to proceed any further with a horse and cart, the river not having bee:µ 
yet bri'd:ged, a:n·d th'e track beyond the river· covered witn farge lbgi{ and' fi,ilfon fiinl:ief: Having 
formed the depot, and leaving 01ie'in'an in' cha'rge;· I startea' with the oth'e·rs,ta.king as·'mu1cli'provisionif 
as we could carry, and reached the Gordon the same e.vening (Wednesday, 20th). I then sent_ back 
twolof the nieHto carry up'tliErprovisfons, and'sfiirtecl.' wit!J.!the' otlferto" explori:i tlie cori'il'fryfo the 
solith' west to ascerfai.ti'i'f_ a practicabbdrack co\dd be' cibtained'ihth'ai'directiciii; Crossi1ig the' Gordof:t 
nearer fo Macquarie Harbchir T followed along the' Gordon Plains in a: southerly directiofr; aftet1 

leaving them I found the country very broken and covered with thick scrub. Ascending ii'lciw p6iri'f 
of the Thumbs I obtained a good view_ of the cimntry, and then determined to altei: my course. to a 
south-westerly di1;e_ctioji, and'pi~ked( up'Go'ula's track;·andfound some of th'e ol'd'stakes s'iilf standing;, 
out' tiriie Wad so effaced the track' tha.t it ·was impossible: to follo'vv' it Crossirigtlie Th'um bs I followed 
a1on'g- a' butt'on~grass plain and c'ampetffor the niglif at A:danfs·'River, riiiii1 descen'dirig' in torrent~' 
I may here state that this plain consists of land of very inferior quality, portions being verf wet ·anll1 

boggy. 

Leaving A:dam's' River'l followed ro'utld·-the spur of i hill covered' witli a thic1c dogwcici"d: ind= 
pear-tree scrub, and' having left tnis I again eam'e upon open bu'ttoii-grass country a:iid crossed tl}e' 
Boyd River. The land· orr each-side1 is··for a:- consid~rable distance' iery wet a:n·d1 swampy, co'vered \vitIF 
thick cuhi1:ig~gi·as~;_ tea:~tree, ahd ba.uera· scr,ub; . Lea:vi'ng the Boyd· River f foUowea ·: 'a:lorig an"other 
oution~gra'ss pla'i'n arid reached the· Wedge River': 'tHis' rivei:· I _haif some .. d;flfoiilty' in'crossiilg owingfo1 

tlie'• late' rains'. 'After fih'ding' ari'd' felling ~(s'ciifaofo' tr~e' I ·1'eacnei:l' the' other side;, arid1foifr1 dl the country: 
tcfbe' of a- we't·arid niafsh'y· description; re1\de.rM n~'irly iui'pa:ssable' froni- the 'thickness of the' scr11O; 
combined with the overflow of the river completely deluging'the'surrounding· land; on' this cheerless: 
spot I camped, night coming on. On the following morning I left thE;l camp and worked my way 
tb'ro·ugn -a very_ thick teaqree arid•- b'a.U:era ·scrub' cirr to the' D"e'ri'iso-n' Phtin's, returning· to ca'.mp. the 
same e·venfog· thoroug.bly wet th'rou'g% ·. ,Fiiidirig' I cfo'uld: not geFa good pick track in this' di,:ection;; 
owing to the marshy ri'afore of the' lan'd 'for so'me coii's1derii:ble· distan'fo on ea'ch· side· of- the" rivers; ·1' 
determined to return and _endeavour to find a track from the Qordon Bend in a westerly dire~tion ; 
a.id ori'·mf\va;y back I followed the; eie·a:r Hill Plain to·see if hi6u1d g'et ai track a'l'ong the G.ordoll 
Ri'ver'; When' I re'achM the riverTf6un'd it impossibl_e· to. even ·walk round; as there ire perpendi'cufaf 
cli'.ffs along· the'edge for' some' con'siderable disfan'ce; I had, therefore'; to return and ci·osr tlre':Thumb_s' 
h~gher u'ii: Orr re'3:cl1fog th'Ef'otl:rer ·si:de' I hid great difficulty' ifr descending· on accminfof the: abrupt> 
d'eclin'atioii oftWe'hill.- · . . · . 

On the following morning after my return to the Gordon Bend I explored the country for a: 
distance of about four miles, and_fouud a very good ro_ute for a track. Having decided on this route, 
m:f fh;st: obfe"ci; ~as_ fo ffod':the best position' for"ii> brid'ge : l·e'xamfoed, tli'e river orr each si'de 6f thi:i 
beri:d a-Hd I·fi'n.'d the best· posi:ti'on would be'·'at the'end'·of Da!{v'son's' Road,-the' river being ria:tro\ver 
here than at any other point, and a reef running out into the stream wmil1d- form al' very, good' 
foundation. · In a former report I estimateq the cost of a bridge at £ 150, since then I have. had an 
qp'port'unity',of' seeiri.g-'the- rive'r it a high' flb'od'; ancfi I consider the cost would be ·at le'a'.~t£250, the 
tilh'ber. on' the· east· side···being very scarce, -and the lo'g's · would- require1 tii b'e: bolted info th'e rock. -

.. lhav~' also; found a' very good fording 'pface fbr suidmer traffic abo'ut lmlfa nirle1 id I the nortli· 
of' D'awso11's Ro'ad;: to' which' .[ihave i:narketf a ira:clf'cioririe'ctin'g' it with that r6'ad and ~y track: oil 
t1ie1 pposite side~· . N'ear this-'f6M a large tree' J:i'.ridges the "river, gi~irig' :Hair crossin'g' if the stream 'i!f 
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moderately high. I allude to this fact as on my return home I should have been unable to have 
crossed, trees of that length being very scarce on the west sitle ; even then I was detained three days 
waiting for the river to fall, and at last crossed with three feet of water over the tree. 

During my absence three of the men had been employed carrying out the stores from my depot 
at the Florentine River to the Gordon, a distance of twelve miles. To endeavour to remedy this 
expenditure of time and labour I determined to return to the Floren tine and assist in getting all the 
provisions np a distance of four miles, to enable them to leave.the Gordon and return the same day. 
We succeeded in removing some of the largest logs out of the track, and after carrying a cart across 
a log over the Florentine we were able to bring our stores up about four miles. 

By the I 8th. of March I had a Jog-hut built on the west side of the Gordon to prevent my 
communication being cut off by the rising of the river, and deposited therein my stores. While the 
men were engaged on that work, I with one man explored the country to find the best continuation 
of my track, anrl crossed the Denison Hange and succeeded in getting a very fair route; but thinking
I might succeed in obtaining a better one by keeping more to the north, I followed along the range 
to see if it was practicable, but the country 11roving to be a continuous mass of hills I resolved to 
adopt my first track. On the range we were overtaken by a heavy fall of sleet and hail, succeeded 
by a dense fog. Leaving our knapsacks we ascended a higher spur to see if it was po,sible to get a 
better view of the country, but the fog becoming more dense we were compelled to return. We 
descended the hill during a heavy fall of rain, and followed the course c,f a creek through an almost 
impenetrable horizontal scrub which so impeded our progress that we did not reach the plain until 
t~e follow.ing morning, having.camped for. the night in this scrub with our rugs and clothing wet 
through. · 

The creek referred to is one of the principal streams which forms Boyes' River, and is not laid 
clown on the chart.. I have shown it on sketch plan forwarded with this Report. · 

Having exhausted every effort to find· a better track than the one referred to in this Report, 
and shown. on plan herewith forwarded, we commenced to blaze the line round a high hill through 
thick .tea-tree and bauera; I then returned to the Gordon and began. with. the other men clearing, 
marking, and staking. 

. ·The track follows along the Valley of Rasselas for about four miles and crosses the Denison 
Range at the. lowest point, (this range is composed of quartzite and conglomerate). After crossing th.e 
r~nge the track follows about a westerly direction up the next. open spur and descends through a 
thick scrub. 

Being now about ten miles from our depot at the Gordon it became necessary to remove our 
camp to this point. During the time we camped here we were overtaken by a continuous. downpour 
of rain, which considerably increased the labour of carrying· up our provisions. Leaving the tent we 
followed on in a westerly direction for about two miles, crossing the streams which form the Boyes' 
River. In these streams I found large quantities of iron sand, and on the land adjacent hornblende 
rock; the track then turns to the north west round .a high hill through a thick tea-tree and bauera 
scrub. After ascending the hill the track bears westerly through a myrtle forest to a river. not shown 
(?n .any charts. 'l'his river, in my former B!•port of the 12th of April, I described as the Denison, 
but on examining my chart I found it a river not laid down. 

· From the Boyes to the last-mentioned river we met with great obstacles, and the men were 
engaged for a considerable time cutting out and removing logs.of considerable girth, and by. this 
labour we have opened a track which for years to come will be plainly traceable. 

. With. reference to the river not marked on the chart I may mention that it is one of con
siderable importance, av'3raging about a chain and a half wide and passing through a plain of about 
a thousand acres of medium quality land, that on the wes( side being naturally drained, the eastern 
side wet and swampy. This river is formed from small stre<ims issuing out of numerous hills to the 
north, and like all streams in this locality rises and falls with great rapidity ; for during the time, we 
were camped there it suddenly rose in one night bank high, washing away some of our camp 
articles. 

By the 18th of April we had finished cutting out the logs in the track to the river; from that 
date the weather, which had long been threatening, broke up, and Jay after day torrents of rain, 
sleet, and hail descended. 

Owing to this heavy weather the work progressed very slowly, myself and men returning 
night after night wet through and nearly benumbed, nevertheless we cleared and staked on, and 
althouu-h the men ,vorked well and with great perseverance, still I could not help seeing we proceeded 
slowly 

0

wit.h, the track. I then determined to make on~ last trial, and having remai~e<l at the tent 
for a few days we prepared ourselves for the worsf and again started on with the track; but the rain 
~nd sleet still descended, and I then reluctantly resolved to bring the work to an end. I considered 
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my position, and first thought of discharging the men and proceeding with one to Macquarie 
Harbour, so that I would be able to furnish you with a report of the country; but knowing that the 
Denison and Franklin Rivers were perfectly impassable, I determined to break up the party and 
return to town, as I considered it would be unjustifiable to remain any longer at the cost of the 
Government, seeing I was prevented from keeping on with the track on account of the heavy 
weather. · 

On the 12th of May a heavy fall of snow came on, and the river having risen and surrounded 
our camp, rendering the surrounding country perfectly impassable, and having taken full bearings 
of our position, we started on our return, but had to leave behind one month's provisions. 

From this date to the 16th of May we· were engaged removing our camp to the Gordon, and 
then I proceedeu with one man to Hamilton to send up my cart with a pair of horses to bring down 
the camp which the men were packing out to the commencement of the cleared track, and by the 
22nd of May all the staff arrived at that township. · 

In concluding this Report I may lastly add, that I believe the track which I have described 
· and marked out to be a good and serviceable one, and tbe best and most practicable that it would pe 

possible to obtain. The track has been plainly an<l distinctly marked out ; and should it become 
requisite to open up communication in the way described, I consider my chart will be most serviceable, 
and I may add accurate and trustworthy, having fully followed out your instructions. 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 
THOMAS FRODSHAM, JuK~ 

The Hon. the Minister of Lands and Works. 

. JA.MES ll.A.RKARD, 
QOYBRltHENT Pl!.IKTBR1 TASHA.KI,lo 


