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LAUNCESTON GENERAL HOSPITAL.

ANNUAL REPORT for 1863.

TuE transactions of the past year do not call for any lengthened Report.

In the month of January the Institution was removed from the old unsuitable building, which
had for so many years served as 2 Hospital for T.aunceston, to the present admirable structure.

The new Hospital affords accommodation for 102 Patients,—74 males and 28 females. Its
fine salubrious situation, and the airiness and cleanliness of its interior, have elicited the admiration
and approval of all who have visited it.

The Managers take this opportunity of expressing the undiminished confidence which they
continue to repose in the Surgeon Superintendent,.

In the early part of the year it was notified in the Glazette, that the Governor in Council had
been pleased to direct that the old name of “ Cornwall Hospital” should be changed to the
“ Launceston General Hospital.” ‘ :

The amount of subscriptions and donations having continued to decrease year by year till it did
not reach the sum of £100 per annum, the late Trustees brought the matter under the notice of the
Government, and -received an intimation in reply, that from the end of 1863 the expense of the
Hospital would be entirely defrayed from the public funds.

Since then a Board of Managers, consisting of Six Members, has been nominated by the
Governor in Council.

The Managers think it well to state, however, that, during the ten years which have elapsed
from the first establishment of the Cornwall Hospital, the sum of £4290 4s. 2d. (in addition to
Hospital fees) has been contributed by the inbabitants of the Northern districts towards its
support.

For the Board of 'Management, ,
: ISAAC SHERWIN, Chairman.



REPORT of the Surgeon Superintendent of the Launceston GENERAL HospiTaAL for the Year
1863.

Durine the year 1863 there were admitted into Hospital 331 Patients, of whom 268 were males,
and 63 females: 286 were Hospital cases, and 45 were Invalids.

There were remaining under treatment-at the close of 1862, 50 Patients; so that the total
number treated during the year 1863 was 381 ; of whom 184 were discharged cured, 67 relieved,
and 12 incurable ; 57 died, and 6] remained.

The rate of wortality is, as in former years, high, and must continue so while the Hospital

remains the only refuge which the houseless and homeless poor can resort to on the approach of the
fell destroyer.

The great majority of those who swell the list of deaths are in a hopeless state when admitted,
and are such cases as would not be received into an English Hospital.

Of those who died during 1863, 3 died on the day of admission, and 7 on the day after, 2 on
the second day after, 1 on the third, 1 on the fourth, 2 on the fifth, and 1 on the sixth day.

The ages of those who died were as follows :—

Under 20 years «.vseevnnnnns ehaieraaa tetiean 3
From20t030.......ccccirveee.. Cetieeannetreen 0
B0 t0 40 . eeineeeeneetoenrennarcecnanannnas 8 -
401050 . et cerecerirenanecosorosnnssoasns 16
BO060 . e.eee et ieneecaincnnarnnans R B
60t070 ... cirinnnnnnns Ceteerecrenrensens 10
TO 10 B0 cienervitnenssenonsnceosecononnacanae 4
B0t090 . v iiererennaeannn Chereerereanaa 5
TOTAL v e vet cecneneicanens 57

Of the Patients admitted, there were 44 Self-supporting, 18 sent in by Subscrlbers 25 charged to
Imperial Funds, and 244 were Colonial Paupers.

The average daily number during the year was 60 ; and the daily cost of each Patient a fraction
under 2s. 4d. -

The cases treated during 1863 were :—

In-door Out-door

Cases. Cases. Totals.
Diseases of the respiratory organs ..... B S 35 46 81
Ditto the brain and nervous system ............. ceeeeen 43 6 49
Ditto the digestive system «........ g 23 48 71
Ditto the heart and blood- vesse]s ...................... 7 1 8
Ditto the eyes ....... Coee.eiteateseeereearaeaarannas 12 10 22
Ditto the sKin. .o vivereineseeeer coseonnsnoccnans 3 9 12
Ditto the bones and joints .o.oveneiiiiiaieniiiieia, 11 1 12
Fevers coveeereereeraceeseracnnoncnes Ceesceesecannecaas 4 0 4
L -1 6 1 7
Rheumatic affections v.vueevreeneteeennecnonnasnsneeenans 28 9 37
Venereal affections ......ccu.n  eteeceeteaneenn peeeenes .o 20 11 31
Abscesses and ulcers......ccciiiciiinaan, eeerereenteaans 42 16 58
Wounds and Injuries eee.eveeereeeerenronreetissenns seeen 48 22 70
All other diseases ..o veriiinetinerseasecrnes cnasersnens . 99 37 136
381 217 598




' The diseases and injuries that proved fatal were :—

Pulmonary consumption ......... Creeesettetieeenenas 10 Cases.
5 1T
Paralysis..... Chreseeeectaaieans cesanians Bemeeeannns
Organic disease of the heart .......c.vveevineinvinn.n.
Chronic bronchitis . cvvou....... eeesetereiiainesanenes

Inflammation of the lungs .............ccoo il
Dropsy . cevveveeniaiiiin... Veeeisuvasaos eeseenes
Dysentery........ e reeeceaineciearaeeaara e
Chronic rheumatism «...coceveciretreneeanecconssancns
Delirium tremens ...« seveeesncnocscccaoansens e eab e
WOUNAS e e e eacnerereacatacessasatasencensncncssssnanas
Diseases of the hip joint ..... Gecevoann Cerecaetsesessas
Diabetes ....... Cecesieseteteraret et anaaat i noan s
Phlegmonous erysipelas...... Steeeriaas saenetsesenens )
Hydatids in the lungs ....ccoviiviiiiiiiniiiiiinenanes
Serous apoplexy ...... etseesensaean e reeeesrereaan
Mortification....... cieecanae raeeasacsariaacsasanana
“Fracture of the skull ....occe o ooons, Ceteecteseneaanes
Burmn .ot i e it e it e e e ceetsasennn
Decay of nature . ....o.vvvvvunnan Geeenearinaaes .
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J. L. MILLER, Surgeon Superintendent.

JANMES BARNARD,
GOVERNMENT PRINTER, TASMANIA,



