
(No. 105.) 

187 8. 

TASMANIA. 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY. 

MUNICIPAL POLICE:. 

INSPECTORt8 REPORT FOR THE YEAR. ENDING JUNE 30, 1878. 

Laid upon the Table by the Colonial Treasurer, and ordered by the House· to be 
printed, November 6, 1878. 



TWENTIETH ANNUAL REPORT oj·the Inspector of Constabulary'F~rce.s_ 
of Municipalitie,s for the Year ending 30 June, 1878. · · 

Sia, . 
Offece of lnspector of Police, 7th October, 1878. 

I HAVE the honor to furnish my Annual Report on the state of the Municipal Police for the· 
~ormation of His Excellency the Governor. 

i) 

The total strength on the 30th June was as follows:-

Superintendents ....•.......•..•.•.•••.•• ~ •· •• 
Snb-lnspectorS . . . . . . . ............•...•..• 
Acting Sub-Inspectors ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Detectives .•••..••••.•••••• ; •••••••..••..... 
Sergeants ..........................•...•... 
Constables . ft ••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••• 

Specials . •..................... • ..•. ~ ...•..... 

TOTAL • ••••••••• · •••••••••• 

.. 
21 
20 

7 
3 

13 
97 
12 

173 
-

•. · •. The comparative return for the past three yeare shows a gradual ·decrease in crime, as well a!f , 
in all offences excepting drunkenness :- . · · 
., 

Indictable Offences. (~ffen,.rs determined Summarily. 
; 

YetAr~ Number Number 
Number Committed or Offences agalnst reported to 

apprehended. summarily Drunkenness. Police Act and Bye-laws. Police. 
Convicted. 

.. 
Male. ·Female. Male • Female. 

1876 and 6 . ~ : ... 782 446 336 828 387 1294 474 

1876 and 7 •••••. 744 427 323 731 356 1197 · 456 

1877 and 8 .••••. 733 433 336 807 376 1032 386' 

There are· no' important alterations to record in the arrangements of the Police, but there has 
been a movement in more than one Municipality which will probably be followed by the employ-

- ment of a slightly augmented Force. · 

The usual tabular Return is furnished with the accompanying Report in detail. 

Tke Hon. tke Col()nial Secretary. 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

JOHN SW .t\..N, Inspector of Police. 



4 

MUNICIPALITIES. 

HOB.A.RT TOWN.-(Establislwd 1st February, 1858;) 

Population ..•.•......................... .,._ .• • • • • • •. • • • 
.Area in acres .................•............••.•. • , , . • .• 
Population to each Constable .............•........ , .... . 
Acres to each Constable . · ..•..................... • ... • •• 
Strength of Forre ....... · ..... , .................. • • .. •. • 

20,000 
1270 
526 

33 
38 

This Force remains unchanged in numerical strength and organisation. Six Constables had resigned • 

. . Indictable offcnqes and offences against the Police Act had increased, but the numb~r of_per~qnf!_ 
charged with drunkenness was the same as la~t ye!ll'- 203 indictable offences were reP,orted to the Police, 
for which 134 persons were apprehended, of whom U3 were committed for trial, or sumrnarily convicted. 
94 males and 66 females were charged with drunkenness and disorderly conduct, and 329 males and 189 
females with breaches of the Police Act and M·nnicipal Bye-la,vs. :Eleven publicans were proceeded 
against for breaches of the Licensing Act, and nine of them fined. 

An Acting Sub-Inspector acts· as Coroner's Clerk and Inspector of Common Lodging-houses. A.i 
medical o.fficer attends the watch-house. 

In 1858 Hobart Town had a Force consisting of a Superintendent and 50 men. In 1868 the strength· 
had been reduced to a Superintendent and 'J7 men, at which state it has since remained. 

Serious offences have declined since 1868, when 308 of indictable character were reported. In tho 
year now passed there were 203_ onlY: · · · ' . 

LAUNCESTON.-( Established lst January, 1858.) 

Population .... : . .. · ...... ; ...... ·. ·. · ... ::: .· ....... : ........ . 
Area in acres .... · ........ ; . .".'.·.· ........ ; .... · ............... . 
Population to each Constable ......................... ; ...... . 
Acres to each Constable ..................................... . 
Strength of Force- .. ·.· .. • ..... · .. ·.· ......... ; .................... . 

11,000 
3340 

579 
176 
19 

There was a decrease in indictable offences, and in the number of persons charged with offences against 
tlie Police Act, hut an increase in cases of drunkenness an<l disorderly conduct. 

130 indictable offences were reported to the Police, for which- 72 persons were apprehended, 53 of0 

whom were summarily convicted or committed for trial. 

83-males and 74 fema.les were charged with drunkenness and disorderly conduct, and 102 males and 
32 females with breaches of the Police Act and Municipal Bye-laws. 

· Four publicans were fined for breaches of the Licensing Act . 

.. The Superintendent is Examiner of vVeights and Measures, and the Sub-Inspector is Inspector of_ 
common Lodging-houses. 

~LAMORGAN.-( Established 29th Februai·y, 1860.) 

. Strength of:Force-Effectives ................................... •. • ~-
. G i;cc:.:.:3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

'l.'he Superintendent had resigned, and another had been appointed. 

Five indictable offences were reported to the Police, for which one person was apprehended and com
mitted for trial. 

One male was convicted of being drunk. No persons wm·e charged with breaches of the Police Act. 
No publicans were proceedetl against. 

The Superintendent· also holds the office of Council Clerk. 

. '£he police arrangements have not been satisfactorily carried out. 

. I had or.casion to report in 1877 that there was but one effective man besides the Superintendent, 
since then the efficiency of that officer had been re.!ucetl by his appointment as Council Clerk. 

The dissatisfaction and agitation in the District will, I trnst, bring abotit the required improvement, 
by causing the number of the police to be increased to something like a reasonable strength. 



SPRING BAY.-( Established 19th 0ctober, 1860.) 
Strength of Force-Effectives ... ; ........ _ ... '. : .. : ._. : .....• -.. ; . . . . . 4 

~ " 
0 0 

, 
0 

,,. ·' Specials . ~ ~ : : : : : : : : : : .. : : . ; .. : •.........•. , . . . . 2 

This Force remains unaltered in nurrieric:al s'trength. 

Three indictable offences were reported to the Police, for which one male was appi·ehended and 
~ummarily convicted. · . 

~. Five ~1fa~es ·and 'three females were ch~rged with drunkenness and disorderly conduct, and three maleu 
with ofle'nces against 'the Police_Act and Municipal Bye-laws. : 

:,: The Superinten'derrt is also Council Clerk, Tidewaiter of Customs, Inspector of Road~, and Registmi· 
of the Court of Requests. 

GLARENCE.-( Established 13th Noi,-ember, 1860.) 
Strength of Force-Effectives .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Specials . . • . . . ......... : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

A Special Cops
0

t=;9le ~d ,re~igq~q fl_urJng the year, but . the vacancy had not been filled up. 

There was a reduction in indictable offences and offences against the Police Act. No persons have 
been charged with drunkenness for the past two years in this municipality. Nine indictable offences were 
reported to the Police, for which 11 persons were apprehended, 10 of whom were summarily convicted 
or-committed for trial. Six males and three females were eharged with breaches of the Po·Jice Act aiitl 
Municipal Bye-laws. No proceedings were taken against publicans under the provisions of th~ Licensing 
Act. 

The Superintendent is also Council Clerk. 

LONGFORD.-(Established 28th February, 1862.) 
Strength,0f Force 00 

••• · •• •.·.·.". •• ••• •••• .-.·.··'-'· •· ••• '.'. ·•••••••••••••••••• 8 

There -has been no •change in the numerical sh·ength of this Force since my last Report. 

There was a decrease in the number of indictable offences reported, but au increase_ in cases of 
drunkenness -and in the number of pe1;sons proceeded against under the Police Act and Municipal Byes 
laws. 21 j;ndictable offences were repoi'ted ::o the Police, for which 21 persons were apprehended, all of 
whom were committed for trial or summarily convicted. 111 males and 55 females were charged with 
b'eing drunk and ·di:sordel'!y, and 58 m'a'les and 24 females with offences under the provisions of the Police 
Act and M_unicipal Bye-laws. Three publicans were fined for breaches of the Licensing Act. · 

. The Superintendent is Bailiff of the Court of Requests, Inspector ofStock, and Examinei· ofWeights. 
and Measures. 

GREEN PONDS.-( Established 15th April, 1862.) 
Strength of Force •••• , •..•...•••• · ••.....•..••••••••.•• , • , • • • • • • 7 

There has been n~ change in this F~~-~~ -;i~~e my last Report. 

Indictable ofl:ences were the same as last year, but the number of persons charged with drunkenness 
had increased, while the number of persons charged with offences under the Police Act and Municipal 
Bye-laws had decreased. During the year 17 indictable offences were reported, for which 14 persons 
were apprehended, 9 of whom were summarily convicted. 24 males and 8 females were charged with 
being drunk and disorderly, and 23 males and 9 females with offences against the Police Act and Municipal 
Bye-laws. 

The Superintendent is also Council Clerk, Inspector of Stock, Examiner of Weights and Measures, 
Town Surveyor, Gaoler, Poundkeeper, and Registrar Court of Requests. 

SORELL.-(Established 30th June,_1862.) 
Strength of Force •••.•. , ..•.. ,. ...••.•....•.•.•••••.•••••• , . . . . . 5 

There has been no 'cbahgti in this -Fo1·ce during· the year .. - , . " ' . 
0 

Indicttble offences were the same as last year. There was an increase in the number of persons 
charged with breaches of the Police Act and Municipal Bye-laws, but a decrease in the number of perSOJJll. 
c_harged with drunkenness. 12 indictable offences were reported to the Police during the year, for which:_ 
6 persons were apprehended, 5 of whom were summarily convicted or committed for trial. 13 males and· 
4· females were charged with dmnkenness and disorderly conduct, and 24 males and 4 females with breaches 
of the Police Act and Bye-laws. No proceedings were taken against publicans under the Licensing Act. -

. . The Superintendent is Bailiff uf the C~urt of Requests, Bailifl: of Cr~wn Lands, and Inspector of 
Stock. · 
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BOTHWELL.-(Established 31st ,Tanuary, 1863.) 

Strength of Force •••••••• ., "•·• •·• ...... •·•·•·•·.... . • • • • • ........... . . . . • • • • ... 4 

No change has been made in this Force since my last Report. This Force is not, in my opinion, 
quite strong enough to afford reasonable protection to the property of the inhabitants residing away from 
~e Township of Bothwell. 

There was a slight decrease in the number of indictable offences reported to the Police, as well as in 
the number of persons charged with _drunkenness and disorderly conduct, but a considerable increase in 
the number of persons charged with breaches of the Police Act and Municipal Bye-laws. During the 
year 6 indictable offences were reported, for which 6 persons were apprehended, all of whom were 
committed for trial. 22 males and 15 females were charged with being drunk and disorderly, and 33 males 
and 7 females with breaches of the Police Act and Municipal Bye-laws. 

The Superintendent is Bailiff of the Court of Requests, Inspector of Stock, and Examiner of Weights 
and Measures. 

ROSS.-(Established 11tli February, 1863.) 

Strength of Force ..•....•••••........•.. o • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 3 

There has been no change in this Force during the year. 

10 indictable offences were reported to the Police, for which 5 persons were apprehended, all of whom 
.were convicted. 20 males and 7 females were charged with drunkenness and disorderly conduct, and 9 
~les and 3 females with breaches of the Police Act and Bye-laws. 

The Superintendent also holds the office of Council Clerk. 

FINGAL.-( Established 27tlt Feb1·uary, 1863.) 

Stre~_gth of ~orce ... . , .......................... ,. -• ....• , •• -. • • . . . . . • • • 8 

. There was no change during the year in the numerical strength of this Force. One Constable had 
resigned. • · 

· :_ · There was a considerable reduc'tion in_ all kinds of offences as compared with last year. 30 indict
able offences were reported to the Police, for which 11 persons were apprehended,-8 of whom were sum
niarily convicted. 32 males and 11 females were charged with drunkenness, and 22 males and 12 females 
with breaches of the Police Act and Municipal Bye-laws. One publican was fined for a breach of the 
Licensing Act. 

The Superintendent is Bailiff of the Court of Requests, Bailiff of Crown Lands, Town Surveyor, 
Inspector of Stock, and Examiner of Weights and Measures. 

NEW NORFOLK.-(Established 17th March, 1863.) 

Strength of FOrce ............................... " • • • . . . . . . • . . . . . 7 

There has been no change in the numerical strength of this Force during the year. Two Constables 
~ad resigned, and one had been discharged. · . 

' . · Indictable offences had increased but other offences had decreased. 

'_ .. 35 indictable offences were reported to the Police, for which 16 persons were apprehended,-all of 
whom were committed for trial or summarily convicted. 80 males and 24 females were charged with 
drunkenness and disorderly conduct; 84 males aud 22 females with breaches of the Police Act and Muni
cipa~ Bye-laws. 

No publicans were proceeded against under the Lic~nsing Act. 

HAMILTON.-( Established 13th September, 1863.) 

Strength of Force ..•.••..•....•••.••.. • .••••••.• , •••••••• •·• • • • • • • 6 

This Force still remains unaltered. 

;::s:: ·Jp.dictable offences had increased, but other offences had decreased. 17 indictable offences were, 
reported to the rolice, for which 7 persons were apprehended,-4. of whom were summarily convicted or 
committed for trial. 16 males and.5 females were charged with drunkenness and disorderly conduct, and 
35: males a~d 5 females with breaches of the Police Act and Municipal Bye-laws. One publican was pro~. 
ceeded agamst for a breach of the Licensing Act: 

·. }'.he Superintendent is Town Surveyor, Inspector of Stock, Examiner of Weights and Measures, and: 
Bailiff of the Court of Requests. · · 
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BRIGHTON.~(Established 19th November, 1863.J 

Strength of Force-Effectiv<ls •••• ; ••• ; ••• •· ••••••••. ,. u . ~ .•.•..••••. ~ 4 · 
Specials . . . . . . . . . . • . • . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . • . • • .. . . 1 

This Force has been increased by the appoint!Ilent of a Constable. One Constable had been dismissed, 
and another had resigned. 

17 indictable offences were reported to the Police, for which 12 persons were apprehended,-all of 
whom were summarily convicted or committed for trial. 42 males and 10 females were charged with 
being drunk and disorderly, and 4o males and 16 females with breaches of the Police Act and Municipal. 
Bye-laws. Three publicans were fined under the provisions of the Licensing Act. · 

The Superintendent is Bailiff of the Court of Requests, Bailiff of Crown Lands; Town Surveyor, 
Inspector of Stock,.and Examiner of Weights and Measures. 

WESTBURY.-( Established 15th December, 1863.J 
Strei:igth of Force • • . • • • . • • • . . . . • • . . • . • • • • • • • . . . • • • • . • 8 

One Constable had resigned. 

There was an increase in the number of indictable offences, but a decrease in other offences. 50 
indictable offences were reported to the Police, for which 17 persons were apprehended, 13 of whom were 
summarily convicted. 103 males and 26 females were charged with drunkenness and disorderly conduct, 
and 43 males and 11 females with breaches of the Police Act and Municipal Bye-laws. 

The Superintendent is Bailiff of the Court of nequests, Im1pector of Stock, Examiner of Weights 
and Measures, and Poundkeeper. . • 

DELORAINE.-(Establislted 18th December, 1863.) 
Strength of Force • . . . • • • • • . . • • • . • • • • • • . . • . . . • . . • . • • . . . . . • o 

The numerical strength of this Force remains unaltered. 

There was au increase in the number of persons charged with drunkenness, and with offences against 
the Police Act, but a decrease in the number of indictable offences reported, 46 indictable offences were 
reported to the Police, for which 20 persons were apprehended, 13 of whom were committed for trial or 
summarily convicted. 54 males and 24 females were charged with being drunk and disorderly, and 23 
males and 2 females with breaches of the Police Act and Municipal Bye-laws. 

One publican was fined for a breach of the Licensing Act. 

The Superintendent is Bailiff of the Court of Requests, Bailiff of Crown Lands, Inspector of Stock, . 
and Examiner of Weights and Measures. 

EVAN DALE. -( Established 29th December, l86f>.) 

Strength of Force ••••••••••••••••..• ·• • • . • • • ••.•••• , •••• , 7 
No change has been made in this Force since my last Report. 

Indictable offences were the same as last year, but there was an increase in the number of persons 
charged with drunkenness, and with offence:;; against the Police Act and Municipal Bye-laws, 8 indicta
ble offences were reported to the Police, for which 6 persons were apprehended, all of whom were con
victed. 34 males and 4 females were charged with drunkenness and disorderly conduct, and 52 males and 
5 females with breaches of the Police Act and J\;[unicipal Bye-laws. No proceedings were taken against 
publicans under the Licensing Act. 

The Superintendent is also Council Clerk. 

CAMPBELL TOWN.-(lj}stablished, 18th September, 1866.) 
Strength of Force-Effectivcs •...•••••••••.••• ; ••••.•. , • • • • 6 

Special . . . . • o., •••••••••••••••• o. • • . • I 

This Force has been reduced by one Special Constable. 

Indictable offences and the number of persons charged with drunkenness had increased, but the 
number of persons charged with breaches of the Police Act had decreased. 47 indictable offences were 
reported to the Police, for which 41 persons were apprehended, 35 of whom were committed for trial or 
summarily convicted. 24 males and 17 females were convicted of being drunk and disorderly, and 15 
males and 18 females with breaches of the Police Act and Bye-laws. No proceedings were taken against 
publicans un~er the Licensing Act. 

The Superintendent is also Council CleJ'k. 

I i::onsider that two additional Constables are required. 
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GLENORCHY.-(Established 30th June, 1864,) 
' . 

~~~re}!-gth ,of For9~ 0 • •••••• II!.·~ •••••••••••••••••• •:• •·• ........ · .. ·•:• .• • • • • •.• .• rO 

There were no i·esignations· 01; 'clismissals from this Force during the year. 

There was an increase· in the number of persons charged with breaches of the Police Act .and Bye
laws, but a decrease in other offences. 12 indictable offences were reported to the Police, for which 10 
persons were apprehended, all.of whom were committed for trial or summarily convicted. 5 males·and 5 
females were charged with drunkenness and disorderly conduct, and 50 males and 9 females with offences 
against the Police Act and Bye-laws. Five .publicans were charged with breaches of the Licensing .Act 
and fined: · 

The Superintendent.is Council Clerk and Registrar of the Court of Requests. The Sub-Inspector is 
Bailiff of the Court of Requests. 

OATLANDS.-( Established 9tli January, 1862.) 

Strength,of Force--Effectives ••••.•. ,............................... 6 
Specials ....•••••..•••••...••••••• , • • . . . • . • • • • • • 1 

A Special Constable had been appointed to this Force since my last Report, with a salary of £5 per 
annum. .A ·Sub-Inspector had been dismissed for misconduct. 

Indictable offences and offences under the Police Act were about the same as last year, but the number 
of persons charged with drunkenness had decreased. During the year 30 indictable offences were reported 
to the Police, for which '1 persons were apprehended, all of whom were committed for trial or summarily_ 
convicted. 22 males and 10 females were charged with being drunk and disorderly, and 20 males and 9 
females with breaches of the Police .Act and Municipal Bye-laws. One publican was convicted of a 
breach of the Licensing Act. 

The Superintendent is Bailiff of the Court of Requests, Town Surveyor, Inspector of Stock, and 
Crown Bailiff. 

RICHMOND.-( Established 1st .August, 1861.) 

Strength of Force ..••••••.•••••• '. . . . . . . . . • • • . • • . . . • • • • • . . • • . . . . 7 

No change has been made in this Force during the past two years. · 

Indictable offences and offences against the Police Act had increased, but drunkenness had decreased. 
25indictable offences were reported, for which 18 pm·sons were apprehended, 10 of whom were committed 
for trial or summarily convicted. 37 males and 12 females were charged with drunkenness and disorderly 
conduct, and 59 malei;: and 6 females with breaches of the Police .Act and Municipal Bye-laws. One_ 
publican had been fined for a breach ·of the Licensing Act. 

The Superintendent is Inspector of Stock, Examiner of Weights and Measures, and Town Surveyor. 
A Sub-Inspector is Bailiff of the Court of Requests. . 
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Hobart Town ...... 88 

Launceston ........ 19 

Glamorgan ....... 5 

Spring Bay ....... 6 

Clarence .......... 6 

Longford ········· 8 

Green Ponds .. ." ... 7 
Sorell ······ .. ·••· 5 
l:fothwe!I .......... 4 

Ross ············· 3 

Fingal •.••••..•••. 8 

New Norfolk ...... 7 
. , 

Hamilton ........ 6 

Brighton ...... , ••. 5 

Wcstliury ......•.. 8 

Deloraine .......•. 5 

Evandale ........ 7 

Campbell Town .... 7 

Glenorchy ... , ... 5 

Oatlands ........ 7 

Richmond ........ 7 
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JAMES JlARNAltD, 
GOTJiilt~MJ!:NT 1':EI.XllllrEB1 TAIJl:Alll'I~ 

REMARKS. 

With uniform In addition to pay. No quarters. 

With uni(orm In addition to pay. The Superintendent, Sub-Inspector, and a Constable h11v 
quarters. 

Without uniform, Two Special Constables have quarters. 

Without uniform. The Sub-Inspector, one Constable, and the Special Constables have quarters. 

Cost of uniform deducted. The Superintendent has 251. a year forage allowance, The Sergean 
and two ConstaLles have quarters. ~-

With uniform. T1vo Constables who are.Watch-house Keepers receive pay at the rate of 501. pe 
annum. The Sup1:::rinte11dent has fora~e allowance 2,'il, and two Constables 20l. each pe 
ann11m. With the exception of oue Constable the Force has quarters. 

Uniform in addition, The Superintendent, Sub· Inspector, sergeant, and two Constables hav 

With uniform. Two Constables are mounted, and three have quarters. [quarters. 

"rith uniform in addition to two Constables. All the Constables have quarters. The Superln 
tendent has 251. per annum furage allowance. 

Without uniform, The Superintendent and Sub-Inspector have quarters, and the Superintenden 
has 25l. forage allowance per annum. 

'\"\"'ithout uniform The Superintendent has 25!., and the Sub-Inspectors and Constables 121. 101 
a )'ear forage allo\l·ance. All the Force have quarters. 

'W'Hhout uniform. The Superintendent has 251. a year forage allo,;ance. The Superintendent 
Sub 00lnspector1 Sergeant, and a ConstalJJe have quarters • 

Without uniform. The Sub-Inspectors and Acting Sub-Inspectors have JOI, a year each forai: 
allowance. All the Force have quarters. 

Cost of uniform deducted, With the exception of the Superintendent the Force has quarters. 

With uniform in addition. The Superintendent ha.s 251. a yesr forage allowance. With the ex 
ceptim, of the Supc-rintendrnt the Force ~ias quarters. 

With nniform, Superintendent has 37l. forage allowance, and two Constables 7l. IOs. Excep 
one Constable the Forl'e has quarters. 

Withont uniform. The Superintendent has 15l.' a year forage allowance; the Actin~ Sub--Inspecto r 
• and two Constables 5l. The Sub-Inspector, Acting Sub.Inspector, and the Constables hav 

quarters. 
Without uniform. The Superintendent has 25!. a year forage allowance, and a Sub-Inspector Bl 

The pe manc.nt members of the Force have quarters. 

Cost of unifo"m dedu~ted. The Superintendent has 261. a year forage allowance, and the Sub 
Inspector aud on~ Constab.le have quarters. 

With uniform. The Superintendent receives 201. forngc allowance, the Sub• Inspector and on 
Constable IOI. All the Force have quarters. 

Cost of uniform deducted. All the Force have quarters. 

JOHN SW AN, Inspector of Police. 


