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GRANTS IN AID OF MUNICIPALITIES. 

PETITIONS AGAINST ALTERATION OF EXIS'rING LAW. 

(1.) From Municipal Council of Bothwell. 
(2.) From A. M'Dowall.' 

Presented by Captain Langdon, January 29 ; and ordered · by the Council to be 
printed, January 30, 1867. 



To the Honorable the President ·and the Honorable the Members of the Legislat-ive 
Council of Tasmania, in Parliament assembled. 

The humble Petition of the Municipal Council of the Rural Municipality of Bothwell. 

SHOW-ETH: 

THAT the Ratepayers of the District which your Petitioners represent were strongly opposed 
to take upon themselves Municipal r~sponsibil_ities. That, when constrained to do_. i\JO, i_n 1863, 
against their better convictions, rhey relied on the good faith of the Government to. cari·y out and 
comply with; first, the maintenance of the ·boundaries of the District as originally defined; and, 
secondly, that part of the Schedule to 23 Viet. No. 28, which appropriated the sum of £750 per 
annum as a Grant in Aid, from the General Revenue and Land Fund, to Bothwell, in the event 
of that Police District .becoming a _B,ural Municipal District; but that both .of those -0bligatio_ns have 
been :violated. The area ,of the Distl'.ict has lie en curtailed, -~lll~ the V ~luation Roll consequently 
reduced, by the Government, without an opportunity having been afforded .to this C(;mncil to offer 
any oppositiol! to "the alteration; and that, although application was made by-the Warden, the 

,Gor1:1rn9r ~n ,Council ,has declined Jo exercise the power conferred by t~e 175th Section 
of 29 Viet. No. 8, which pro~ides for compensation being granted for los~ qf Eates trpder s~ch 
circumstances. 

0 

Th:;tt, by _Tli_e Rural lYlunicipalities Act, 1865, the _Grant in Aid to this Municipality has :beep. 
.reduced froIU £750 to ~he sum of £531 per annum, which SU!ll is _secured l;>y said 4ct !mtil the 
first day of January, 187~, to which this Council had no objection to rai$e, ?,S, by the exercise of ~he 
_strict.est economy,·andreducing all unnecessary exp_enditure, this smaller sum woµld, (had it bee:µ 
regularly received) have sufficed for the wants ot the District, ;m~l. _ at -the same ti~e, ellabled {µe 
Inspector of Police to have granted his Certificate (which t.hat Officer has never yet refused) as to 
.th!:l ~fficiency and suffi.<:!iency of the PoFce Establishment·of _the Distrtc;t. . 

That, by the .published Financial Scheme of the HonorlLble -tl1e Colo:µial Trea~urer, as brought 
down to Parliament on Thursday last, _the 17th instant, it would appear to be part of the policy 
of the present Government to withdraw the Grant to tbis District, excep_t as to the paltry suµi 
of £79 a year. 

That _the withdrawal .of all pecuIJ.iary aidfroi;n ;the vario11!'l l\::J;µnicipalities at the expiration 
of the existing law, contemplated as a possible contingency, would _have been infinitely less objection
able than the proposed scheme; for, while 'some of the minor Districts are to be preserved in the 
receipt of la1;ge sums from the Land Fund of the Colony,,to which this Distr~ct contributes, other 
Municipalities are to be cut oft entirely, or left, as we are, with an insig·nificant allowance. 

Your Petitioners most respectfully contend that many good reasons might be given against 
the proposed repeal of the present laws, of which, however, they will now only adduce the 
following :-

First, an uniform compulsory rate of assessment is not a just mode of taxing property, because 
the same standard of value has not been adopted in all the Di~tricts throughout the Colony, and 
also because in compact Municipalities a greater amount of security and public protection is 
afforded in proportion to the rates levied than in outlying Districts, where the value is wide
spread, and seldom coming under the cognizance of the Police ; and 
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Second, that while the Grant in Aid is to be withdrawn the office of Inspector of Police remains 
in force. When pecuniary assistance to Municipal Districts is withheld, should such a step ever be 
found necessary, the 7th clause of The Police Regulations Act, 1865, should be simultaneously 
repealed. · 

For the foregoing reasons, and others which want of time compels us to omit, your Petitioners 
pray that your Honorable House will be pleased to decline its assent to any alteration in the 
existing law affecting Grants in aid to Municipal Districts until it shall have expired by the 
effiuxion of time. · 

And your Petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 

A. M'DOWALL, Warden. 
ALEX. REID. 
E. NICHOLAS. 
WILLIAM BEDFORD. 
JNO. IBBOTT. 
F. SYNNOT. 

Dated at the Council Cham:bers, Bothwell; this 21st day of January, 1867. 

To the Honorable the President and Honorable Members of tlte Legislative Council 
of Tasmania, in Parliament assembled. 

The bumble Petition of ,the Ratepayers within the Municipality of Bothwell, in Public Meeting 
assembled • 

. SHOWETH: 

'l'nAT this District undertook 1\1 unicipal action upon the promise and pledge of the Govern
ment of that time; first, that the sum of £750 per annum should be granted in aid to this 
Municipality; and, secondly, that its existing boundaries should be preserved. 

2. That, notwithstanding the pledge made by the Government to the contrary, the said 
boundaries have since been curtailed to the extent in value of £1423. · 

3. That, so late as 1865, an Act of Parliament was passed guaranteeing to this Municipality 
an annual grant of £531 up to January, 1873. 1'hat the expressed intention of the present 
Ministry to introduce a Bill into Parliament to further curtail the means of the District by the 
sudden reduction of the grant from £531 to £79 appears to your Petitioners so unjust that they 
cannot refrain from expressing their opinion that a clear breach of faith, tending to destroy all public 
confidence, would be thereby committed. · 

4. That, in your Petitioners' estimation, if these sudden reductions in the Grants in Aid are 
to take place, amounting in many cases to. a total withdrawal of aid, and if the office of Inspector 
of Police should, nevertheless, be maintained, whereby a larger Police Expenditure may be forced 
upon the District than its Warden and Councillors may from time to time think necessary, a very 
unfair course will be taken. 

Your Petitioners therefore pray that, viewing as they do with alarm the aforesaid proposition 
of the Government, your Honorable House will be pleased to disallow the said scheme, and to 
preserve good faith with the MunicipaEties in question. 

And your Petitioners will ever pray. 

J"AMES BARNARD, 
GOVERNMENT PRINTER, TASJl!ANIA. 

A, M'DOWALL. 


