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Rcsponsa to Tasmanian Government Imluiry into Discrimination and Bullyiny in Tasmanian Schools

This submission addresses the areas of (b) and (d) of the terms of reference: (b) inquire into and report upon
the measures necessary to prevent and remedy discrimination and bully/ﬂg in Tasmanian schools regard/'ng
students and staff (d) examine and recommend what efforts are be/'ng made and should be made towards
meeting those ob[{qat/ons by Tasmanian schools regarding students and staff

Sacred Heart Catholic School is a one-and-a-half-stream school in Ulverstone. Qur current student enrolment numbers
from Kinder to Year 6 are 279. /‘]mong our students, 15.8% ident/fg as Aborig/'nal and/or Torres Strait Islander,
and 67 students recluire additional accommodations and su,oport on the NCCD census. We are gratefu[ to have a total
staff of fortg—six, incluzi/ng seventeen teachers and twenty—nine su,o,oort staff.

Our shared Vision is that throug/; living the Jose/ohite Tradition and in Ioartnershlp with our communitg, we nurture
all to grow and flourish. A foundational (luote from Saint Mary MacKi[loIo guides our thoug/lts and actions: "Never see
a need without afoing somethmg about it."

Our shared Mission states: "Guided bg the love of Jesus, we are committed to working together to reach our full
Iootential in an environment su,oloorted bg our values of Compassion, Susta/nab/[/tg, Gratitude, Honestg, and Inclusion.”
We continue to emphasise the imloortance of our school be/'ng a safe and Welcoming environment for staff, students, and
families alike.

At Sacred Heart Catholic School, our shared purpose is to:

We welcome families from the margina[/sed: We offer fee assistance for any familg requiring su,o,oort and reach out to
families when we know theg have d/’ﬁ[/culty Ioaying fees or prov/d/'ng dailg necessities for their children. This assistance
ensures that all students have access to the (lua[/tg education and suloloort services we Iorovide, regardless of their
financial situation. Qur inclusive practices and We[com/ng environment ensure families from all bac/egrounds feel acce,oted.
We strive to Ioroviafe suploort and resources to those who need them most, ensur/ng e(lual oloportunit/es for all staff
and students. Students survef/ed commented: "I feel hap,oy at Sacred Heart Ulverstone because I be[ong. " feel
safe at Sacred Heart because the peolo[e and staff at Sacred Heart are amazing and wouldn't let anyone ever feel
unsafe. If someone did feel unsafe, theg would talk to them about it and trg to make them feel better about the
situation. " "I feel safe at Sacred Heart Ulverstone because all of the staff and students care for one another.”

We welcome all families who seek the education we prov/de: Currentlg, 22.2% of our students are Catholic, with the
remainder be[onging to other re[/gions and/or no relig/on. Throug/’; our enrolment process, we ,orovide consistent
communication to olar/'fg the ex,oectat/ons for Work/'ng together ina ,oosit/'ve ,oartnersh/p to su,o,oort all children and
families. Our school communitg proudlg lives out our faith through our afailg actions. We as,o/'re to prov/de consistent
communication to families via our media p[atforms, newsletter, or portal information regard/ng our shared values and
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expectations. Feedback from a recent porent survey state: "It's a warm and open cornrnunitu where children are
allowed (and encouraged./ ) to be themselves and thrive in a safe and nurturing environment. Eegardtess of academic
abititu or ptocernent, children thrive and are celebrated.”

We aim to develop students in a holistic way, inctuding their growtn spiritualtu, pnusicatlu, intetlectuottu, ernotionattu,
and sociattu. Our Reliqious Education curriculum educates students about God's ptan for their nappiness and the uniclue
role of each person in His creation. Rooted in our values, our lessons empnasise the importance of our shared nurnanitu
and the dignitu of every individual. anougn the teacnings of our Catholic faith, we encourage students to devetop their
understanding of their self-worth and the worth of others. We believe all members of our cornrnunitu bring their uni(lue
gifts to contribute to our ptace and space. Our staff foster a sense of belonging and responsibilitu, teacning students
how to live out their faith in ways that prornote positive relationsn/ps, social /'ustice, and a deeper sense of cornrnunitu.
Our onsite counsellors provide both individual and group sessions to support students and staff. From a recent parent
survey: "I know my child is loved and safe. All staff are invested in the children's academic and overall Wetti)eing.
Teacning and administration staff are passionate about their roles.” "As a mother of a child with additional needs, I
can nonesttu say that SHU has catered i)euond what is reauired for my child to thrive. He is celebrated for i)eing
himself and reacning milestones at his own pace. Children are encouraged to understand and appreciate diversitu at a
Young age ina way which is retresning and compassionate. "

We maintain a consistent, clear process for mandatoru reporting and ensure staff feel supported tnroug/'i this process.
Examptes include sitting beside staff who re(luire support and disp[auing visual flowcharts prorninenttu to ctarifu the
importance of reporting. We support pastorat care tnrougn our cornprenensive wettbeing initiatives, inctuding the presence
of a Catholic Care social worker, a weltbeing officer, and a dedicated Wetti)eing team. [hese professionats collaborate
to provide emotional and social support, ensuring that every student receives the care and guidance tneu need. Our
Wettbeing team meets fortnignttu to prioritise students who re(luire support. Our school counsellors seek parent
permission prior to providing support for students and, if appropriate, meet with parents beforehand. Onsite, we provide
spaces for students to regutate their emotions, inctuding a sensory room and outdoor garden areas that remain futtu
supervised when students are present. Our school is committed to fostering connections with /‘lboriginat and Torres
Strait Islander elders, recognizing the invaluable knowledge and cultural neritage tneu bring to our cornmunitu. We
activetu facilitate events and tearning opportunities that invite elders to share their stories, traditions, and perspectives,
enricning our students' understanding of Indigenous cultures.

We have zero tolerance for butluing. Sacred Heart staff have a clear understanding of the processes for PBS (FPositive
Behaviour Support). We encourage positive behaviour tnrougn consistent reminders of expectations, celebrations, and
recognition of students who demonstrate exernplaru behaviour. We ensure that minor and major incidents are collated
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and. followed up ap/oropriately to ensure communication and su,o,oort are implemented ina t/'melg manner. Staff have
implemented the 'Fr/endology' program in recent years, enabl/'ng a common language and understandmg to create a
collective understandmg. This program Iorov/des exp[/'cit lessons for staff to un/oac/e the skills of friendsh/ps with students.
Feedback from staff and families indicates that the program has assisted students in developmg confidence in their
abilitg to recogm'se unhealt/;y relat/'onsh/}os and develop strategies for resloonofmg to mean-on-purpose behaviour. This
program, combined with our overall commitment to Wellbeing, Ioromotes an atmosp/}ere of respect, courtesy, and
consideration for all.

Our teac/)mg and learnmg curriculum and aloproaches su,oport a af/'versitg of students, ensurmg everyone can succeed.
Our staff receive ongomg su,o,oort from our sgstem to ensure clar/'ty around best teac/;/ng Ioractice, exloectations and
loedagog/es. We /'mlalement evidence-based teac/';mg programs that Iorovide resources for teachers and su,oloort staff in
explicit instruction. We are in the process of developmg a behaviour curriculum and scope and sequence to collectively
res,oond to agreeaf behaviour norms across teachmg teams. Staff continue to work closelg toget/?er to monitor, assess,
and Ioroviafe t/'melg feedback to ensure children have access to intervention or extension, ult/'matelg su/oloortmg students
to overcome challenges and achieve their full potent/al.

Sacred Heart Catholic School staff remain dedicated to /oromotmg Ioositive relations/'»/ps, nurtur/'ng the whole child,
and eneouragmg all to flourish in a faith-based commun/ty where all feel safe and belong.

Charlene Best
/Drmci,oa[
Sacred Heart Catholic School Ulverstone
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