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Minister for Police, Fire and Emergency Management
Minister for Business, Industry and Resources 
Minister for Skills and Jobs
Minister for Innovation, Science and the Digital Economy
Level 5, 4 Salamanca Place, Parliament Square Building, Hobart TAS 7000 
GPO Box 123, Hobart TAS 7001 Australia
Phone: +61 3 6165 7770 | Email: Minister.Ellis@dpac.tas.gov.au  

The Honourable Rosemary Armitage MLC
Chair
Legislative Council
Estimates Committee ‘B’

By email: Julie.thompson@parliament.tas.gov.au 

Dear Ms Armitage 

APPROPRIATION BILL (No. 1) 2026

Thank you for your letter dated 3 June 2026, requesting additional information following 
examination of my portfolio by the Legislative Council Select Budget Estimates Committee ‘B’. 
Please find the requested information below for noting.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE GROWTH

Overview

1. Please provide details of external consultants used in 2025/26 including any still 
underway and the costs associated.

For a breakdown of contacts and consultancies, see attachment 1

Output Group 1 – Industry and Business Growth
Output 1.1 – Office of the Coordinator General

1. How much has the office spent on overseas travel? 

As at 31 March 2026, the Office of the Coordinator General spent $12,121.20 on overseas 
travel in 2025-26.  Costs were for flights and accommodation for one OCG representative on 
a Trade and Investment Mission. Note, costs of approximately $7,981.00 are not included as 
they were paid from the Trade budget as part of Trade portfolio travel the OCG participated 
in. 

mailto:Minister.Ellis@dpac.tas.gov.au
mailto:Julie.thompson@parliament.tas.gov.au
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Can you provide a list of the hotels/motels that have been booked on overseas and 
interstate travel for the last financial year, including the length of stay, number of 
guests, and reason for the trip?

Interstate – as at 31 March 2026 

Quest Apartments 
Orange

2 nights 1 pax Agritourism Summit – Orange

Novotel Darwin CBD 3 nights 1 pax Ministerial Council for Trade and 
Investment Meeting – Darwin 

Park Hyatt Melbourne 2 nights 1 pax Small Business Summit – 
Melbourne

Hyde Melbourne Place 3 nights 1 pax Government Land Organisation 
Conference – Melbourne 

Rydges Sydney Airport 1 night 2 pax Trade and Investment Mission – 
South Korea and Japan 

Mantra on Jolimont 
Melbourne

2 nights 1 pax Climate Investor Forum – 
Melbourne

Rydges South Bank 
Brisbane  

3 nights 1 pax Engaging in China Workshop – 
Brisbane  

International – as at 31 March 2026

Grand Hyatt Seoul 3 nights 

2 nights

1 pax

1 pax

Trade and Investment Mission – 
South Korea, and Japan 

ANA Intercontinental 
Tokyo 

3 nights 2 pax Trade and Investment Mission – 
South Korea and Japan 

The Westin Beijing 
Financial Street 

3 nights 2 pax Investor meetings following the 
Trade and Investment Mission – 
South Korea and Japan 

JW Marriott Hotel 
Zhengzhou 

1 night 2 pax Investor meetings following the 
Trade and Investment Mission – 
South Korea and Japan

Reasons for Booking the Accommodation
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Accommodation for international travel is selected through established processes, often 
coordinated centrally and informed by in-market advice, based on defined criteria including 
value for money, proximity to key activities, safety, and program requirements.

In many cases, accommodation is arranged through a centralised trade booking function 
separate from the OCG. This function draws on advice from organisations such as 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, Austrade and other in-market partners to ensure 
accommodation choices are appropriate, cost-effective and aligned with mission objectives.

Yours faithfully

Felix Ellis MP
Minister for Business, Industry and Resources
12/6/2026
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