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Department of Lands and Surveys, 
Surveyor-General's Office, Ho.bart, lOt!t.July, 1897. 

:Sin, ' . 
I HAVE the honour to furnish you with the following· Report on the ,Department of Lands .and 

.Sm;veys for the twelve months ending· June 30, 1897. . 

REVEN·UE. 

The estimate of re'\'enue made by me in June, 1896, for that year; was £42;150; and the-total 
·sum collected by the Lands Department was £47,2O9,-showing an increase over the .estimate .of 
.£5O59-the largest return since 1892,:_and an increase over the sum realised during· 1895 of 
£6694. The sum estimated to be collected during 1897 was £48,250, and the sum collected 
during the six months ending· June 30th last was £23;411-showing an increase of £817 as 

-.compared with the first half' of the year 1896. Although the latter figures .would appear to indicate 
that the revenue .is practically stationary, it will be seen on reference to Table l, Appendix A., at 
the end of this Report, that the figures for 1896 were unduly swollen by an abnormal increase in 
Survey fees; and that there is a solid and satisfactory increase in the total sum realised from the 
other sources. As pointed out in last year's Report, in making the above comparisons it must be 
borne in mind that llp to the present time the revenue is not deriving any advantag·e fi·om the land 
selected during the last 3½ years under the deferred payment system, as provided for in The Cro,\-n 
Lands Amendment Acts of 1893 and 1894. The total number of lots selected under these Acts 
since the former came into operation is 589-representing an area of 23,073 acres. . · 

As the total Territorial Rev:enne is made up of the sums collected by the Depa1-tme11ts of 
Lands and Mines, it is not always apparent from the Con·solidated Returns published whence the 
increase or deficiency proceeds. The following tabulated statement shows, that after deducting the 
,sum collected on account of Survey fees and repayments separately between the Departments 
of Lands and Mines from the total amounts realised during the years J 895 and 1896, of the total 
net increase of £11,422 for the latter year, the Lands Department is credited with £6511 :-

TERJtITORIAL REVENUE, 1895. 
Lands. . £ Mines. 

Survey Fees........................ 1986 Survey Fees ..................... . 
Other Receipts.................... 38,529 Other.Receipts .................. . 

£ 
4576 

14,839 

Total............... 40,515 
Deduct repayments... 189 

Total............... 19,415 
. Deduct repayments... 1644 ' 

Hevenue 1895 ...... , ... £40,326 Revenue 1895 .......... £17,771 

TERRITORIAL REVENUE, 1896. 
Lands. £ .Mines. 

Survey I~ees ....................... . 
Other Receipts ................... .. 

3335 Survey Fees ..................... . 
43,874 Other Recei1Jts .................. . 

. £ 
7972 

17,659 

Total............... 47,209 
Deduct repayments... 372 

'rotal.......... .... 25,631 
Deduct repayments... 2949 

Revenue 1896 .......... £46,837 

Net increase for 1896 above previous year:­

£ 

Revenue 1806 .......... £22,682 

Lands..................... 1193 Survey Fees. 
5318 o.ther Receipts. 

£6511 
Mines .. .. ....... ...... ... 4911 Survey Fees and other Receipts. 

Total ............ £11,422 

= 
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Return No. 1, which forms part of Appendix A. attached to this Report, giYes the details of 
the Territorial Revenue derived from all sources during the year 1896 as compared with those of 
the previous nine years. 

LANDS. 

The number o~ lots ,applied for and upon which the Survey-· Fees have been paid during the 12 
months ending June 30th last, muler 'l'be Crown Lands Amendment Acts, 1893 and 1894, is 148, 
comprising an area. of -5719 acres, and the number appll.ed for under the 31st Section of the Crown 
Lands Act, l 890, ,is ·189, comprising 13,985 ·acres, as -compare_d with 112 lots, comprising an area of 
36!:JO acres, and I 09 lots, comprising 9112 acres respectively, during' the preceding 12 months. The 
figures are ex?lusive of 49 lots, comprising an area of 4765 acres; of second. class land applied for 
under the Crown .Lands Amendment Act, 1895, at 10s. per acre. ,vhen -the whole of the facts are 
taken into consideration, it will he apparent that the returns from the Lands Department arn of a 
satisfactory character. 'l'he steady and continued increase in the number of small selections under 
the principal Act is a sound and reliable indication of the progress in actual settlemen_t on the 
agric~dtural.Crown I.:ands throughout the country. 'l'he're can be no doubt that at the present time 
there is more land being selected for bona fide settlement than has obtained for the last twenty years, 
notwithstanding that the lands available are more remote from market, and that less public money 
is being expended in the construction of .roads, pridges,-aml jetties, &c., than at any time during 
that i)eriod. · 

• The number of applications dealt with, the areas applied for, a.nd the fees for surrnys deposited 
by the applicants, under the· provisions of the several Land Acts in force, are contained in the 
ensuing tables for each County in the Island :-

' RETURN of A71plication.~ wider 31st Section of tlte Oromn Land.~ Act, 1890, ancl t!te Grown Land,; · 
· Amendment Act.Y, 1893 and J894,.fi·oni 30th Jun_e, 1896, to 30th.June, 1897. 

Crown' Larids .A et, 1890, (31st Section). Crown-Lands Amendment Acts, 1893 uncl 1894. 

No. of I No. of No._ Total Applications Area Amount of No. •~otul Applications Area Amount of 
of Appli- A1·ea on which on which Snney Fees or Appli- Area on which on which Sm·,·1·y Fees-
cations applied Survey Fee Survey paid by cations applied Survey 11ee Survey pnitl by 

received. for. paid. Fee paicI. Applicants. received. for. pnfo. Fee paid. Applicant.,. 

i Acres. 
--

No. No. Acres. £ . s . d. No. Aci·es. No.' AcrPs. £ ,Y, d. 
.Buckingham ..... 50 3833 24 1070 145 5 0 81 2640 25 9:2'! 131 17. 0 
Cornwall ......... 16 550 11 425 59 5 0 16 558 7 184 28 10 0 
Cumberland ...... 15 .1891 11 1881 123 0 0 6 212 5 187 26 15 () 

Devon ............ 74 4749 35 2112 237 5 0 ,·68 2668 22 945 124 0 0 
Dorset ............ 39 1077 20 1185 144 0 0 30 1209 16 6:35 86 10 0 
Glamorgan ...... 2 190 1 140 12 10 0 5 ·225 1 50 6 5 0 
Kent ............... 21 1250 8 275 ·41, 5 0 22 910 !) 375. 49 10 0 
Lincoln ............ ... . .. . .. . .. ... 3 75 3 75 10 5 0 
l\'Ionmouth 12 887 5 265 33 15 0 9 400 2 75 10 5 0 
Pembroke ....... 32 3128 15 738 84' 10 0 36 1149 18 58!) 78 8 0 
Somerset ......... '2 150 1 50 6 5 0 3 150 2 ]00. 12 10 0 

.F 
Wellington ...... 51 4494 32 2999 2!)3 15 0 66 20,n 28 1150 154 15 (} 

• linders Island .. 3 285 1 20 4 0 0 - 2 55 2 55 10 5 0 
King Island ...... 39 5160 24 2775 231 5 0 11 525 5 250 :n 5 0 
,vestmorland .... 2 100 l' 50 6 5 0 8 350 3 125 16 10 0-

' ------------ ---- --------
TOTAL ········· 358 28,654 189 13,!)85 1422 5 0 366 13,767 148 571!) 777 10 6 

RETURN qf Application.~ under Section 49 Cro11m Lands Act, 1890. 

MINING AREAS. 

No. of Appli-
No. of cations on Area on Amount of 

' Applications Tntal Area which Survey which Survey 
1·eceil-ed. applied for.· l'ee has been l'co 1>~id. Sul'\'cy l'cc. 

paid. 
--------------------------

No. Acres. No. Acres. £ . .. d. 

B.upkin~lmm ............... 2 150 1 50. 6 5 0 
Cornwa l .................. 2 35 - - -
Devon ..................... 11 331 .. 4 81 18 5 0 
Do.rset .................. .. 18 1302 5 150 22 5 0 
Monmouth ............... 2 40 2 40 8 0 0 
l\fontagt~ .................... 50 981 .. 22 459 101 15 0 

---------- ------
'l'oTAL ............ 85 .2839 34 780 156 10 0 

I ' 
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RETURN of Applicatfons undei· Sectfon 4 Grorvn Lands Amendment Act, 1895. 

Bnckin,g-lrnm ., ........... .. 
Cornwall ................. . 
Cumberland .............. . 
Devon ................... .. 
Dorset ................... .. 
Glamorgan ............. .. 
Kent ....................... . 
Monmouth ............. .. 
P'embroke .................. . 
Wellington_ ............. .. 
Westmorland ........ ;· .... · .. 

:J'OTAL .......... .. 

SECOND-CLASS LAND. 

No. of 
Applications 

received. 

No. 
6 
5 

26 
19 
5 
1 
1 
2 

15 
4 
6 

90 

TotGI Area 
applied for. 

Acrefi. 
400 
350' 

2162 
926 
365 
100 
30 

115 
· 1699 

!378 
859 

7384 

No. of Appli-
cations on Area on 

which Survey which Survey 
l'ee has been Fee paid.· 

pnicl. 

No. 
'3 
3 

15 
7 

··4 
1 

1 
8 
2 
5 

49 

Acrc8. 
200 
20() 

1234 
380 

--285 
100 

50 
1411 

95 
810 

4765 

ADMINISTRATION OF LANDS AcTs. 

Amount of 
Survey Fee. 

£ .~. d. 
23 11) 0 
23 10 0 

134 15 0 
4~ 10 0 
34 10 0 
11 0 0 

6 5 0 
100 5 0 

12 10 0 
S9 10 0 

454 5 0 

Some idea of the enormous amount of extrn work entailed upon this Department in the· 
administration of the Crown Lands' Acts since the Lands and Survey Departments were . amal­
gamated in ] 894, as compared. ·with previous years, may be gathered from the fact that for the first 
time in the history of the Colony systematic arrangements were instituted for dealing with 
accumulated arrears of instalments on credit and ieased lands. 'l'hese arrangements were 
necessarily provided for by special legislation, which gave to any bona ficle selector -the option or 
having his instalments postponed for any period not exceeding five years, or of claiming- a grant. 
deed _for the portion paid for. The extra facilities which such special leg·islation afforded to persons 
in arrears with their instalments for evading the conditions of their contracts were very freely availed 
of, the more so in that it was introduced during one of the most seve:-e periods of depression the 
colony has ever experienced. Some such legislation was unquestionably essential in the circum­
stances, as, had the conditions of contract been insisted upon, the results would have been disastrous­
to hundreds of deserving settlers. lt has, however, thrown the Land system_ of the_ Co_lony into· 
disorder, nullified revenue estimates, and has increased the wol'k of the D.epartment by at least. 
fifty per cent. Notwithstanding these facts, it will be seen from the following Return that the 
vigorous and persistent efforts maclP. by this Department to keep down aJTears has resulted in the 
total sum being.Io,yer at J\'lay 31st last than at any previous time during the periods noted, with one· 
exception :-- · 

RETURN showing Arrears of Purchase Money and Rent at the 
following dates;...,-

Date. Purch1ise' 1\'Ioney Rent in arrear. · in arrear. 

£ s. d. £ .~. d. 
30th J nne, 1894 .................... 47,686 2 11 5650 5 10 
'31st December, 1894 ············ 36,079 1_6 0 1590 10 0 
31st December, 1895 ............ 48,497 8 4 1369 10 6 
31st December, 1896 ........... 43,246 7 4 .1533 5 () 

31st May, 1897 ..... _ ................ 41,373 18 5 1862 12 0 

The very large reduction in the arrears of purchase money between June 30th, 1894, and' 
December 31st of that year, is due to the first heavy Default Sale held in the interim, while the­
·corresponding increase of such arrears at 31st Dece.mber, 1895, is the result of the very large 
numbe1· of purchasers who availed themselves of the privileges of postponing their instalments,, 
under the amended Act. 

POSTPONEMENT OF INSTALMENTS. 

. The provisions of Sections 5 and 6 of the Crown Lands Amendment Act of 1894, by which 
the payment of instalments may be postponed (wherein it is shown that the applicant is temporarily 
unable to meet his liabilities) at £5 per cent. interest for any period not exceeding five years, has­
been availed of freely,. It is a useful and good measure in itself, but it is difficult to administer 
fairly, and with an inadequate (though competent) staff of Bailiffs of Crown Lands it is impossible 
to prevent the liberality which the enactment affords being imposed upon in some instances. The-
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interest collected during the year on account of" postponement of instalments is £49G 9s. 5d., as 
compared with £708 10s. 3,1. for the preceding twelve months. The following Returns show tlie 
areas of the selections, and the amounts of purchase money upon which interest lms been charged 
for postponement during the past two years. · 

RETURN of Instalments postponed, sliowinq Total Areas -o_f Selections and Amounts of Purchase 
1lfoney d,ferred in r<'spect thereof, for the period of Twelve Mout!ts ending 30tl1. June, 1897, 
and for the previous 'Twelve Months. · 

ll.89~. 1896. 

--------
Area. Amount. Area. Amount . 

A. R. P. . I £ s. d. A. ll. P. £ s. 
..Tuly ............................ 7023 1 ')-

-i> 1025 4 0 8612 3 30 1991 11 
August ........................... 8387 3 13 1766 7 .1 7740 2 21 1164 11 
September ...................... 11,496 1 30 3001 4 5 3413 1 36 823 2 
·October ........... ; ............. 5155 0 17 1025 '9 4 1932 0 26 274 3 
November ····················· 5386 2 27 766 17 5 7782 3 33 · 955 8 
December \ ..................... 8586 2 27 479 15 7 3213 1 26 85H 7 

1896. 1897. 

.,Tanuary ........................ 1763 0 3 261 6 g 3034 1 .14 

'r 
February ........................ 2217 3 27 329 19 9 2836 () 13 
i\Iarch ........................... 2418 3 23 439 14 7 1894 3 16 

11 
1580 6 April. ............................. 12,170 2 34 1866 0 1 1914 0 25 

3'.Iay .............................. 5172 1 24 1066 17 4 1112 0 9 
.June ····························· 3270 l 37 1148 18 8 3384. 2 1 

--------
To·rALs ...... : ..... 73;049 2 7 £13,177 15 0 46,871 2 25 £7648 10 

Interest collected cluring the 
abo\'.e periods ............... ... £708 10 3 ... I £496 9 

Sun-DIYISJONs. 

Sub-divisi_ons under Crown Land.~ Amendment Act, 1894, for Twelve 1Wonths ending 
30t!t June, 1897. 

Sub-divisions granted-
No. of Lots ..................... . 66 

Sub-divisions being· dealt with-
No. of Lots ..................... . 44 

d. 
6 
1 

11 
1 
3 
8 

5 

11 

5 

Area thereof .................... . 4585 acres Area thereof .................... . 1970 acres 
Area reverted to Crown as Area that will revert to Crown 

resul_t of Sub-divisions ..... . 7391 acres when Sub-di,,isions effected 3589 acres 

It will be seen from this Return that the total m·ea for which Crown Grants have been issued 
,under the Special Enabling Act of 1895 is 4585 acres, in 66 Lots, and that 7391 ~cres have there­
by reverted to the Crown, and thi~t there are 44 like Sub-divisions in hand, comprising an aJ"ea 
-of l 97Q acres. 

DEFAUL'l' SA.LES. 

· A default sale was hel<l in October last at the principal centres of population. The list of lots 
·first advertised as liable to be forfeited was a large one, but it was very considerably reduced in the 
interim, and resulted in only six lots being disposed of on the day of sale-viz., four country and 
two town lots. A default sale is now in course of preparation to take place in October next. 'l'he 
list includes all lai:icls selected and all allotments purchased at aucti_on, upon which arrears of pnr­

-chase money are owing, and for which arrangements for payment 01· postponemen_t have not been 
.made. 

p AS1'0llAL LEASES. 

The area ofCrow,n Lands for which pastoral leases have been issued during the yerrr 1896 is 
'.241,587 acres, and for the six months ending June 30th last, 121_,000 acres, as compared 
with 236,345 acres during 1895, and 147,837 acres, during the first six -months of 1896. The 
total rentals received during- the year 1805 was £4594, and for the year 1896, £4365. The 
.nvernge for the first six months of this year shows a marked improvement. 'l'he total area· 
held under pastoral leasP. and occupation licences throughout 'J'asmania on .Tune 30th, 1897, 
was 786,40.7 acres, at an annual rental of £5260 6s. 6d. Special attention has been directed 
to improvement in pastoral lease3 year after year, and to the -necessity for providing a systematic 
inspection over all Crown Lands, in conjunction with the timber-cutting and wattle-barking 
industries; but I am still dependent upon the ordina-ry District Bailiffs of Crown Lands for 
~uch inspections. Although t~ey are •entitled to well merited commendation for the valuable 
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and frequently gratuitous services rendered to the Lands Department, yet _their other and 'majer­
<luties as Police officers render it absolutely impossible for them to give that prompt and complete· 
attention to the requirements of the Department which the·urgency of cases frequently demands. 
'l'hus it is that the efforts made by this Office are largely neutralised through the absence· 
of more· outside assistance, and, consequently, much Crown Land is depasture<l and much timber 
cut, and wattles illegally stripped every year, without the Treasury being benefited to the extent of 
one penny. ' 

· The policy under which the marked improvement both in agricultural settlement and pastoral_ 
occupation which.has annually taken place since the administration of the Lands Acts was, entrusted1 

to me has been one of moderation. In the formr.r the oqject p1•imarily aimed at has· been to secure· 
bona fide residence on the land, mainly by insistence of improvements being made, and in the latter­
to lease at reaso~able rentals, but to insist on their payment. 

W A'l'TLE B4RK. 

Season, October 1 st, 1896, to FebruanJ 28th, 1 897. 

No. of Licences issued. Area operated upon. Fees received. 

]5 14,118 acres. £64 3s. 

The wattle-barking industry is, as the above return indicates, lang·nishing· for want of proper 
,supervision and attention. No one who has any re~sonable acquaintance with the qu.ality and 
extent of the wattle-bark th,roughout the Island will be· prepared to accept the figures given as­
fairly representing the value of the industry to the State : and yet year afte1· year a similar return 
is presented, whilst it is known that hundreds of tons of this valuable bar~ are illegally stripped 
on Crown land and placed upon the market.. 'l'he best. beds of Black Wattle to be found on· 
Crown lands are, as a rule, in comparatively small areas, and in the heart of l\Iunicipalities,. 
so that special inspection in the first two instances is a proportionately costly matter, and in 
the latter ca9e impracticable under present arrangements. It is very- dif-licult, and often costly, tci­
_insure getting a conviction against a person for unlawful bark-stripping unless he can be caught in 
the act, and in the absence of a special officer to undertake the duty there is little _cliance of this­
being done. 'l'he bark is stripped on Crown land one day and removed on to freehold property 
close by the next, where wattles have also been barked about the same time. 

SAw-~iILLING AREAS. 

A long~felt want for fostering the saw-milling industry of the country by securing to an• 
individual or, corporate body thf exclusive right to the. timber on any particular area, was provided 
in the Crown Lands Amendment Act, 1896. Although there have only been 13 saw-milling appli-­
cations dealt with during the 12 months, comprising an aggregate area of 4416 acres, the system is-­
working well, and it may be fairly anticipa~ed that it will be more freely availed of as the advantages 
which it affords become better known to the public. But, as I !Jave already.pointed out in the earlier­
part of this Report in reference to the pastoral lands and the wattle-barking. industry, better · 
facilities for inspection and supervision over the unoccupied Crown Lands are much needed. As 
our saw-mills are at present well employed, and the timber indust1_-y generally is in a very progressive· 
condition, the time appears to be specially opportune for directing- the attention of the Government 
to the neces~ity for conserving the interests of mill-owners-and for protecting a v.alua ble asset 
of the State-by making judicious reservations of all valuable timbered lands from- agricultural 
selection. More than this, the subject is much too important to be dealt with in the space available· 
in this Report. Great attention is being given to it in \\' estern A nstralia,. where a larg·e revenue is­
derived from the timber industry. 

Saw-milling Areas applied for during Twelve 1Jfontli.s endiug 30tli June, 1897. 
District. No. of Application,. Area applied for. 

Bruni Island ............. . 3 1500 
Port Esperance .......... . 
Geeveston ................. . 

5 1866 
1 100 

Port Cygnet .............. . 
I-:Iuon ....................... . 

I 500 
2 250 

J\Iathinna ....... : ......... . 1 200 

13 4416 acres. 

= = 
PROSEqUTIONS ,UNDER CROWN LANDS ACT. 

During- the twelve months ending 30th June, 1897, twenty cases of infringement of Regula­
tions have been reported by Crown Lands Bailiffs in various parts of the Colony, principally for 
splitting and removing timber, stripping- wattle-bark, and· cutting fire\YOod upon Crown Lands without~ 

\ 
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·,'licences. In nea1·ly every ci1se a substantial fine was imposed with dosts, a1~cl in some cases with 
imprisonment in default. An important seizure was made at Lisle in November last year, when 53 
blackwood logs were confiscated as hav.ing beeti.cut without licence on Crown LanJs -in that locality. 
The offenders were each fined, and the timber sold for the sum of £40. Another seizurn · of some 

-importance was made <luring .the month of June of this year, near Somerset, Cam River. The 
,offender in this case was also fined, and the timber (posts and rails) sold by tender for £f.) 14s. 

REGULATIONS. 
During the twelve months ending 30th June, l°897, Hegulatio1:is as un<le!' have been drafted 

_and approved by the Governor in Council :-
Prescribing Survey Fees for Saw-milling Areas, approved 31. 7. 96. 
Prescribing Scale of Fees and Charges payable at Lands Office fr)!' plans, searches, transfer;:;, 

applications, &c., approved 21. 8. ~6. 
Revised Regulations for Stripping- \-Vattle Bad.;: upon Crown Lands, approved by Governor in 

Council, and brought into operation 01·1 Jst September, 1896. 
For Depasturage of Sto~k upon Crown Lands in or about any town or settlement, approved 

17. 12. 96. 
Prescribing form of'Notice of intention to forfeit Land, as provided by Section 71 of' Crown 

Lands Act, 1890, approved 17. 12. 96. . 
.All of which Reg·ulations have been laid on Tables of both Houses of Parliament. 

CoRnEsPONDENCE. 
New sul~ects registered, for twelve months ending 30th Ju·ne, 1897, were 4416; in addition to 

·-which many hundreds of letters dealing with previous applications for postp011eme11t of arrears, 
_payment of interest, sub-divisions, an<l cognate matters have been dealt with. 

SeRVEYS. 
The most important matter that has occurred since the date of my last annual Report in 

0 comiect.iou with the survey system of the Colony was the transferring of all surface surveys required 
by the l\fines Department to the control of the :311rveyo1·-General, as provided for in "The Crown 
Lands Amendment Act, 1894," (58 Viet. :No. J:3), in common with other surveys. .As soon as it 
was finally decided to give practical effect to the provisions of the Act in relation to Mineral 
Surveys, the uecessary arrangements ,yere carried out without any hitch and ,'l'ithont cause fol" 
friction with, or complaint from, the Department of ·Mines. The survey plans are now received at 
this office, in duplicate, from the various District Surveyors, and, after beiug examined and checked, 

. one copy is certified to as being correct and transmitted to the Secretary for Mines to be acted upon. 
The other copy is filed with the Field .Notes as a peniianent record of the Survey Department of 
the Colony. Had this important step been taken years ago much, unnecessary trouble, expense, 
and friction between two Departments of the Public Service which could have worked in harmony, 
might have been obviated. 

Something more, however, is needecl to place these and other surveys upon a better basis. 
Especially is this the case on the West Coast silver-fields, where, owing to the exceedingly brnken 
nature of the couutry, the errors inseparable from the loose survey system prevailing for year;:; past 

, ( when af>plicants were actually permitted to employ their own surveyor to survey" a Crown Lease 
. area) have multiplied, ·and will yet have to be dealt wit.!1. It is true that the surface surveys 
required under "The l\iining Act" tire for leases only, and that the Mines Department !ms there­

. fore urged that there was no necessity for the hig·h stt~nclard of accuraey in such surveys which is 
. essential in surveys for sale purposes, and furthei·, that the covenants of mining leases throw the 
onus of maintaining· the corner-posts upon the lessee. Such contention, if admitted, would make the 

. accurate preservation of the primary boundary marks of the section actually depemlent for all 
time upon the care and integrity of the lessee, whoi;e interest it might be, perhaps, to the extent of 
.many thousands. of pounds, to alter a boundary line even one foot beyond the area actually 
measured to him by the surveyor. In the case of land disposed of for ag-ricultural pm·puses at the 

. ordinary upset price of £ l per acre, the ,:alue of as much as half a chain in width, "cribbed" along 
the entire lengtli of a rectangular block of t,0 acres, would amount to the small sum of £1 6s. 3d. 

A better exemplification of the necessity fur accurnte surveys in addition to the covenants 
inserted in a mining lease could scarcely be found than that afforded by the celebrated suit brought 
hy the Silver Queen P. A. against the Montana Mining Company in 1895, and mentioned in my 
last Report. The claim was for £17,000, exclusive of the legal costs, which must have been 

-considerable, no fower than six surveyors being professionally engag·ed in the case. 'l'he covenants 
of the lease were (as I have always maintained they would be in such circumstances) practically set 

.aside, for, although a compromise was arrived at, it was based exclusi\·ely upon the survey measure­
ments as denoted by the marks on the grouud. N 01· does it appear. reasonable that such disputes 
would be otherwise determined at law when. the survey marks, which are of a perishable nature, 

Jiave been effaced. 
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'l'he rectification of errors clue to faulty mineral surveys (which are naturally more prevalent 
on the West Coa,st than elsewhere) is becoming a matter for the serious consideration of the Govern­
ment. Discrepancies are, under the present system, now more freqnently discovered than formerlyr 
and, as a consequence~ re-surveys are necessitated. This latter fact is brought under public notice 
in relation to the "Plan and Report" system, under which· an applicant may obtain a lease 9f a 
previously surveyed area on payment of one-half year's rent and a fee of £2 2s. In such cases 
,vhei·e an error is parfoilly exposed by aJjoining surveys or otherwise, the original plan is necessarily 
discarded and a re-survey is essential, the cost of which the· applicant is, by Mining Regulations, 
eaHed npon to deposit. 

This is the explanation of complaints that have' been made tl;rough the Pres$ and in Parlia­
ment, and the Survey ,Department has been blamed for what are really efforts to remedy defects 
that occurred before the mining surveys were placed under its <!ontrol. 

It is understood that all surveys for Public vVorks purposes will shortly' be placed under the 
control of the Surveyor-General, as already provided by the Crown Lan<ls1 Amendment Act of 
1894. This will remove a fruitful cause of friction and confusion of the past. 

SPECIAL SmivEY W onK. 
·There are no means- at present _available for accm.-ately checki"ng tbe measured connections­

between the various batches or groups of surveys which have been commencer! from time to time 
upon separate and eYer variable magnetic meridians. As a consequence, when the groups close up 
on the gTonnd it is found that the boundaries are not coincident, nor <lo they coincide with the office 
compilations. In some cases there is appare-ntly spare gronn<l, and ii1 others tlie se.cti.ons appear to· 
overl~p to a considerable extent. This is ~ matter that may be wholly due to a faulty and uncertain 
system, and may exist no matter what extent of accuracy may have been exercised over e·ach 
particular group of surveys. It bas been long ~ince demonstrated that these discrepancies can only be­
elir'uinated and effectually gua.rded against by a proper system of triangulation, which may be 
carried on in conjunction with what are known as standard circuit traverses, such as have been, 
adopted ,vith highly satisfactory results in New Zealand ; but in either case the cost would be con­
siderable. And, in view of the large proportion of the agricultural lands of the Island thttt have· 
been already alienated, and in the present condition of the revenue, any -proposal to introduce this 
-very va.lnable system-more .especially is it important in a new country-would not be likely to, 
meet with favour .. It m~st, I fear, br- postponed for a more opportune season. 

Apart from the introduction of the complete survey system refei-red to. in tbe preceding para-~ 
graph, some better facilities than now exist ai·e very much needed for "stiffening" the sectional 
surveys in different localities by minoi· or local triangulation. This is pai·ticularly applicable to the· 
condition of affairs . on the ,v-est Coast, ·where the physical difficulties of the country render 
accuracy in surveys a tedious, and, in some instances, a costly matter to the surveyor. It would be 
essential that the carrying out of this work should be entrusted to a spec:ia11y qualified officer whose· 
services ,vonld be utilised for checking and investigating discrepancies as they may occur in the­
ordinary work of the District Surveyors. . 

SPECIAL SURVEYS-Annual Return for Twelve Months ending 30th 
June, 1897. 

'l'own of Queenstown ( exten,:;;ion), 212 lots surveyed and permanently marked. 
Twenty miles of road surveyed for _Public Works Depa1·tment in numerous small 

sections throughout the Colony. 

RETURN of Number of Instru~tions issued to Surveyors for the Tipel-ve J11onths 
ending 30th June, ] 897. 

Kume. 

Chalmers, II. J . ............ : ............ :. 
Combes, H ........................... .- ...... . 
Eddie, G. T ................................ .. 
Frodsham, 'l' .............................. . 
Hall, R ..................................... . 
Hardv, '\,V. JYI. ............................. . 
Innes: E. G ................... , ...... '. ..... . 
,Tones, D ................................... . 
Clai·k, T . . : ....................... : ......... . 
Sorell, l. A.: .............................. . 
Windsor, F. E ............................. . 
'\,Vi Ison, C. S ............................... . 
.Authorised Surveyors .. _ ................... . 

Survey 
Department. 

19 
34 
158 
70 
57 
39 
24 
43 
37 
64 
57 
66 

568 

Mines 
Departruent. 

45 

34 

2 
57 

133 
71 
4 

426 
61 

833 

TOTAL. 

19. 
34 

103 
70 
91 
39 
26 
57 

176 
108 

68 
483 
127 

1401 
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RETURN of Selection and Auction Surveys received during tlte Twelve months ending 
30t1t June, ] 897. 

Selection Sni·veys. Auction Surveys. Total. 

Survey Dist1·ict. Officer in charge of 
Survey District. 

Area in No. of Area in No. of .Area in No . of 
Acres. Lots. Acres. Lots. Acres. Lots. 

Buckingham ············ Combes, H. ............ 1269 41 55 2 1324 43 
-Cumberland ............. Frodsham, 'f . ........... 2563 28 '2007 26 4570 54 
Dorset ..................... Eddie, G. T ............. 994 26 382 10 137G 36 
l)evdn ................... Hail, R .............. , .... 1103 23 52 2 1155 25 
Deloraine ................ Sorell, J. A ........ : .... 513 17 942 16 -1455 33 
.Franklin .................. Innes, E. G ............. 757 23 90 4 847 27 
Fingal ................... Clark, T. ................ 1419 40 200 4 1619 44 
Moorina .................. Walpole, E. G. ......... 265 10 24 2 289 12 
·Mersey ................... Chalmers, H. J. ....... 149 5 100 1 249 6 
]\'Iontagu .................. Wilson, C. S. ........... 670 28 41 212 711 240 
Oatlands .................. Hardy, W. M. ....... 676 20 1815 10 2401 30 
Russell ··················· Jones, D ................. - - - - - -
Tasman's Peninsula ... Hinsby, J. H. ......... 448 ]5 169 3 Gl7 18 
Wellington ............... Windsor, F. E .......... 2284 35 50 1 2384 ;35 
King Island ............ - 3254 27 - - 3254 27 

TOTAL ............ 16,3G4 338 5927 293 22,291 631 

INSPECTIONS. 

I have officially visited five Survey Districts, viz., De,•on, ,v elling·ton, Dorset, nfoorina, and 
'Cumberland, and inspected :32 section sm·veys 011 the ground, without, however, being in a position 
to check the accuracy of-the work. These inspections were, with two· exceptions, fairly satis­
·factory, the lines being· generally well cut ont, and the marking· good. Some of the work was 
,excellently performed. In addition to the above I made a trip to the ,Vest_ Coast, where I attended 
to a number of matters affecting· the Lands and Surveys, and observed a number of mineral 
.-survey lines in various places; together with the town surveys of Queenstown, and Dun<las. 
The latter were well marked, and especially in .regard to Queenstown, much trouble taken and 

judgment exercised by the District Surveyor in laying out the town to the best advantage. 
It was quite impossible to conduct anything like a systematic inspection of the mineral surveys 
with the limited time at my disposal. A special report of my trip was furnished to the 
Honourable Minister of Lands on my return to office. 

Such inspections as I am in a position to mitlrn are quite inadequate to the J"eqnirements of a 
-contract system of surveying such as obtains in this colony. At least one officer directly connected 
with this Department should be constantly employed in the field upon inspections and re-surveys. 

I have paid special visits of' inspection to the Launceston Branch Office at intervals during 
the last 12 months, and I am pleased to report that the work of that office is being satisfactorily 
.conducted under the officer in charge (]\'lr. L. R. Sams). · 

REPORTS OF DISTRICT SuRYEYORS. · 

The Reports of the officers in charge of the various Survey Districts are given uz extenso in 
Appendix B. attached to this Report. · 

DRAFTING Roo11r. 

The Chief Draftsman reports as follows :-Four town pfans, one county plan, and two mineral 
plans have been compiled in the Draftino- Room during- the last twelve months; and 49 town plans 
,and 54 county plans have been posted ~p to date. 'l'his is indictative of a very hrisk demand for 
.plans, showing, as it does, a very large increase over any previous year: the figures were 10 to~vn 
.and 29 county plans, posted up to date for the year ending 30th June, 1896, or only a.bout one-thml 
-of the number for the last twelve months. · 

The third sheet of the two-chain scale plan of the City of Hobart has been completed; but I 
.am afraid that it will be some time before another can even be commenced, owing to the rapid 
increase of woJ"k in this branch. 

A Tourist l\fap, showing the principal routes in South-east Tasmania, and within about 30 . 
. miles of Hobart, has been compiled, and will shortly be ready for publication. 
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The examination of mineral surveys was commenced by this branch i.n September, 18961 and! 
since that time 743 have been examined, charted, &c.,. making, with the agricultural and town 
surveys, a total of 1527. This is a large amount of work for the number of officers employed 
upon it, and reflects credit upon them for the satisfactory and expeditious manner in which it has. 
been performed. · . 

549 grant deeds l1ave. been prepared in duplicate, as against 391 during the previous t,velve· 
montJ1s, and, judging· from the rapid manner in which the notices of payment are coming· to me at 
present, the next twelve months promises to have a still'larg·er record. · 

RE TU RN of the principal Office WiJrk Jkrformed in the Drafting Room. of the Department of" 
Lands and 8urve.ys during the Tweb:e Months ending 30t!t June, 1897. · 

Plans prepared. Count1·y and Town plans compiled and drawn .................... . 
Ditto ditto posted np to date ..................... · .............. . 

Applications dealt with. Crown Lands Amemlrnent Acts, 1893 and 1894, (select.ion) ... · 
Crown Lands Act,.1890, (31 st Section) .... .... : ................ . 

.Ditto, (auction aud private purchase) ........................ . 
l)itto, (rent) ........................................................ . 
Ditto, (selection in mining- areas) , ........................... .. 

Crown Lands Amendment Act, 1894, 10th Section, •(reduction 
of area) ......................... ~ ...................................... .. 

Ditto, 1895, (for purchase of second-class land) ........... . 
Residel)ce Areas Acts, 18Hl aucl 1893, purchase) ........... : .... .. 

Grants prepared. Grant deeds p_repared in duplicate .................................. .. 
Diag1'ams and Sun·~ys received. Selection,;: ................................................................. . 

Auction and residence areas ......................................... . 
R.eal Property Act ........ _. ............................................ . 
Roads, re-survevs, &c. .. ........................................... .. 
Mineral section; from 1st September, 1896 ........ : .............. . 

' 
Dingra_ms and Plans examined. Computed and examined .................................. · ........... : .. 

In course of examinati.on ............................................. .. 
Unexamined ............................................................ . 

•Mineral sqctions examined since September, l 8\:l6 .............. . 
I 

Road Surrnys recorded. Plan of i·oad smveys received from Public Works Department 
and recorded on original plans .................................... . 

Diagram b9oks anil grant schedules. Diagram books prepared for binding ........... , ................... .. 

Instructions for Surveys. 
Surveyors' accounts. 
Closed roads. 
Descriptions. 

Plans of districts. 

Grant schedule books ditto .......................................... .. 

Claims for grants under the. Real Property Act and through 
the Supreme Court dealt with ................................... . 

Instructions prepared and issued to Surveyors .. : ................. . 
Surveyors' accounts in triplicate passed for payment ........... . 
Roads described for closing by Proclamation ................... .. 
Descriptions of allotments furnished to clerical brnnch for con-

tracts for sale of land .............................................. . 
Plans of Districts prepared for Bonndaries Board of Advice .. 
Road Districts described for Proclamation ...................... .. 
Fruit ditto ............... : .................................. • ............. .. 
Recreation ditto· ..................................... '. .............. _. .... · 

·Towns proclaimed ........... : .......................................... . 

ROADS. 

7 
103 

no 
355 
361 
2-!5 
mm 
89 

92 
89 

189 
181G• · 
54~ 

405 
292 
16 

128 
784 
~ 1625-
784 

57 
0 

784 
1625'-

31 
18 
26 

44 

18 
568 
220 
13 

315 
6, 

6 
,.1 
2 
l 

13. 

'l'he Road System of the Colony is and has been for years in a v~ry unsatisfactory condition. 
Apart from the provisions contained in " The Land Vesting Act," 58 Viet. No. 17, for the intro-­
cluction of which measure I fought so persistently for years, and which has proved so beneficial tu the 
Country and the Department, the broad fact still remains that there are scores of by-roads that have· 
been altered and new roads instituted by the Public Works Department and by the Road Trusts. 
throughout the T slam] of which this Department or the Public \Vorks Department has no record. · 
Some means are absolutely essential for placing this matter upon a bettel' footing-. No Road 
Trust or other body should be permitted to make any alteration, or deviation, or new road through 

· any property without the proper record thereof bEing placed upon the Di~trict Plans. 'l'his­
question has been referred to by me on many previous occasions. 
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EXPLORATION TRACKS. 

The only work undertakei~ under instruetions from .this department in the way of Explora­
-tion Tracks was the route between Tyenna and the Gould's Landing on the Gordon. It w:1s 
.carried on during the winter months in deference to the impol"t.nnities of·the Tasmani,rn and·· 
vVest Coast Railway League. The trip was essentially a very rough one, and occupied two 

.and a half months. Mr. E. G. Innes, District Surveyor, was in charge of the expedition, 
with ]Hr. Nicholls as first assistant. Mr. Innes' report on the country was of au unfavourable 
-natur~, there being very little good land met with, or good timber in uny quantity either; some 
JJromising· mineral land was travelled over. A direct route between the points named is stated to 
be impracticable, but a fair track line, though somewhat circuitous, is reported upon passing Lake 
Pedder and winding round the southern end of the Frankland Range. The full report which g·ives 
det,tils of the expedition has been already published. Track-cutting generally is a work which is of 
-the greatest importance in the developrnent of the country.· 

Bo,uin 01, ExAMINERS Fon StrRVEYORS. 

The Secretary to the Board of Examiners for Surveyors supplies the following:-
" The operations of the Board during the t1velve months ending 30th June, 1897, include the 

holding of three meetings during the months of Aug·ust, 1896; and March, 1897, for the trans­
action of routine business, and an examination for surveyors at the Lands Office in March last. 
Two candidates were examined, one of whom only was granted a 'pass,' and, subsequently, 
authorised by the Governor in Council to effect surveys in Tasmania. A certificate without exami­
nation was granted to a gentleman holding satisfactory credentials, and a 'pass' certificate from 
an Australian colony, and having become resident in Tasmania his authorisation was duly 
.approved." 

TnE INSTITUTION .OF SURVEYORS. 

The Institution of Surveyors, which was organised in ] 892, became incorporated in 1894 . 
.,.l'he memorandum of articles of association having been approved by the Governor in Council, the 
Tegistration of the Institution was duly carried into effect. On 8th January, 1894, the Institution 
issued the first number of a quarterly journal. It is a very creditable publication, and is doing 
.g·ood work as an authoritative medium through which professional matters can be freely and 
,scientifically discussed, thus bringing members of the profession more in touch with each other and 
with the outside world on subjects of common interest, and so promote their mutual welfare. The 
introduction of a Surveyors' Bill to Parliament having for its object the fixing of the st:ttus of 
sarveyors in Tasmania and other, matters, has been looked forward to with keen interest by the 
-Council of the Institution for some time past. 

GENERAL . 

.Lrlarfoe Board.-'I'he Hob!.}rt Marine Board being desirous of •obtaining a title to the 
n ume1·ous lands reserved to that body throughout Tasmauia and its dependencies, waited on the 
.1Ion. Minister of Lands with a view to having- such lands vested in their control. The request was 
favourably entertained . 

. M.aria Island.---:Following the discussion which took place, iu Parliament last Session, :Maria 
Island was thrown open for selection under "The Crown Lands Act., 1890," on 6th November, 
1896. Seven applications for lots have been made since that date, comprising an area of 290 
acres. Of the remaining portion still belonging to the Crown 4000 acres are held under pastoral 

.occupation. 

The V.D.L. Co.'s fVoolnortli Bloclt.-The matter of dispute between the Van Diemen's 
Land Company and the Government over the south boundary of the vVoolnort.h Block is still 
unsettled, and a number of applications to purchase Crown lands are in consequence held in 

.abeyance. 
DEPARTMENTAL. 

In reference to the-officers of this Department, it is my pri,·ilege to again testify to the :.:eal 
and effieiency which they have displayed in the discharge of their duties. The enormous amount 

. of work that has been performed has taxed the Staff to the fullest extent, and in the Lauds Branch 
could only be accomplished by resorting to much overtime work, which latter service was cheerfully 
rendered without fee or reward. I trust that some provision will be made to meet such cases in the 

-future, so that, where overtime work is absolutely essential in the public interest, officers eng·aged 
upon it will receive adequate remuneration for their services. 

I have to regret the death of the late· Mr. George Campbell Smith, which occurred on 
the 30th of August, 1896. Mr. Smith was a native of Tasmania, and was appointed to. the 

. charge of the Cumberland District thirty years ago, and was transferred to the District of Fingal 
:in 1871. He was an able and- painstaking surveyor, and maintained the entire confidence of 
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-the public and the Government throug·hout a long professional career. Throug·h Mr. Smith's 
,decease the Survey Department has lost one of its most valued and i"espected officers. The 
vacancy on ,the staff has been filled up by the appointment thereto of Mr. Thos. Clark, who 
previously occupied the position of Assistant Surveyor for the district. Mr. Clark pos3esses the 

, full confi_dence of the department, aud is giving every satisfaction in the disclmrge of his official 
-duties. Mr. Osmond J. Roper, who has for many yea1·s held the position of Chief Draftsman in 
the Department of Mines, ,vas transferred to the Lands Department on the 12th November, 1896, 
in connection with the transfer of all surveys under the Mining Act to the latter. 'fhe change has 
.necessarily reduced this officer's status, withqut affording him any advantage in point of salary. He 
is an efficient draftsman, and deserving of promotion. 

CONCLUSION. 

In concluding this Report,I desire to record a sense of the co-operation extended to me by 
my brother officials with whom I have been brought into contact in official matters. Especially do 
I feel indebted to the Government Printer (Mr. Grahame) for willing endeavours at all times to 
further the interests of this Department. 

I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 

Your very obedient Servant, 

E. A. COUNSEL, F.R.G.S., 
Surveyor- General and Ser:retary for Lands. 

''i.'lte Honourable t!te M-inister of Lands. 

·-.... 
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APPENDIX A. 

No. 1. 

GENERAL RETURN, .Crown Lands Branch. 

1897. 
1887. ll.888. 1889. 1890. 1891. :!.892. 1893. l.894. l.895. l.896. First Six 

1fonths. 

Receipts from all sources£ , 61,331 70,645 64,823 67,707 67,840 54,536 42,493 3,1,885 40,496 47,209 23,411 

Receipts from Deposits and 
Instalments, 24th and 
31st Sections ............. £ 

Receipts from other Sales 
of Crown Lands ........ £ 

Rent of Crown Land for 
Pastoral purposes ....... £ 

:Fees for Timber Licences, 
Grant Deeds, &c ........ £ 

Suryey Fees ................ £ 

31,346, 
' 

16,080 

5019 

1117 
7769 

35,406 

13,?54 

4746 

3077 
13,662 

38,208 

11,010 

5032 

3637 
6936 

37,373 

10,074 

5690 

1983 
12,587 

34,117 

7947 

4627 

19:J7 
19,222 

27,712 

14,519 

4047 

187:3 
6385 

26,976 

5840 

4181 

1127 
4369 

21,262 

5900 

3038 

1613 
3072 

21,877 

6446 

1017 
6502 

21,827 

8460 

1269 
11,288 

----1---- ------------ ----1---1---1----1---- -

10,062 

6738 

2429 

!J29 
325:~ 

Area of Country Lands 
sold ................... acres 55,046 35,671 50,566 42,987 30,648 31,204 19,788 20,8irn 1,1,316 16,026 8489 

Area of Town and Sub-
urban Lands sold .. '.acres 478 706 885 572 412 306 684 277 269 38,! 274 

Area of Land selected under 
"Immigration Act" ... ac. · 3913 1~27 1109 217 112 1968 1722 655 558 l{il. 118 

Area of New Leases for 
Pastoral purposes ... acres 69,484 82,669 177,397 93,026 37,234 63,530 63,805 ,rn,002 236,3·l5 241,587 121,000 

Number of Applications for 
Selection and Purchase ... 

Number of Grant Deeds 
issued. ....................... . 

1514 1632 

549 573 

1783 1305 

553 530 525 

No. 2. 

1385 770 1487 899 120!) 

454 555 341 397 432 

RETURN sltowin_q the NumbPr of Lots and Area of Land selected under " The 1-Vaste Lands 
Act, 1870," '' The Crown Lands"Act, 1890," and" The Grown Lrmds Ammdment A.et, 189:3," 
and '' Tlie Crown Lands Amendment Act, 1895," during the Tweh-e Jl:lonths encl'ing 30th J1111e, 
1896, and 30tlt June, 1897. 

'l'wdve Months ending 
30th .T unr., 1896. 

Twelve Months ending 
30th June, 1897. 

-
No. of Lots. Arta. N" o. of Lots. Area. 

A. n. P. A. n. 1'. 

1'Vaste Lands Act, 1870 .............................. 5 314 1 27 5 222 3 0 
Crown Lands Act, 1890 ..................... : ........ 137 7263 1·36 177 8370 3 19 
Crown Lands Amendment Act, 1893 ............ 180 6746 3 3 100 3499 2 31 
Crown Lands Amendment Act, 1895 ············ - - 46 4272 2 3 

TOTALS ......•••...........•.....••........ 3"" -- I 14,324 2 26 328 16,365 3 13 

No. 3. 
RETURJY s!towing the NumbPr of Lots and Area of Land for whiclt new Leases Ttave br•en 

is.med during the Twelve JWontlts ending 30t!t June, 1896, and 30th June, 1897, respectii-ely, 
with Rental of same. 

Twelve months ending 30th June, 1896. 'fwelve months ending 30th June, 1897. 

No of Lots. Area Ac1·es. Rental. ::S-o. of Lots. Ar~a Acres. I Rental. 
' 

£ s. cl. £ -~- d. 
Islands ........................... 3 8750 4-1 0 0 3 220 7 0 0 
Occupation Licences ········· 185 65,277 3,10 8 4 187 75,675 316 11 10 
Half-yearly Rentals . ~ ....... 179 222,353 143(> 19 0 154 145,293 803 0 0 

TOTALS ............. 367 296,380 1820 7 4 344 ~21,188 1126 11 10 

745 

:)02 
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No. 4. 

RETURN showing tlte A.rea of Leased Lands in Tasmania, and A.mount of 
Annual Rental of same at 30tlt June, 1897. 

Leases, Pastoral Lands ........ : ................. . 
Ditto, Islands ................................ . 

Occupation Licences and Yearly Rentals ..... . 

Total 

:N"o. 5. 

Area in Acres. 

637,468 
~)9,367 
49,572 

786,407 

LAND SALES.-.DECENNIAL RETURN. 

Rental. 

£ .s. d. 
3911 1 6 

834 rn· o 
514 9 0 

5260 6 6 

-/ 

AMOUNT FOR WHICH AVERAGE PRICE 
NUMBER 0}' LOTS. AREA OF LAND SOLD. 

SOLD. PER .ACRE. 

YEAR. 

Town and ~l.'ownand. !I'own and ' Of Of Toi::nan<i 
Conntry. Suburban. T0T.~L. Country. Subu.'l"ba-n T0l'AL. (Jo1.nt,·y. Suburban T0T.~L. Country Lots. Suburban 

Lots. Lots. L,7ts. 

I 
acres. acres. . acres. £ £ £ £ s. d. £ e. d. 

1887 ............... 631 100 731 55,046 478 55,524 72,850 3120 75,970 1 6 5¼ 6 1,) 6 

1888 ..• : ....••..... 483 192 675 35,671 706 36,377 47,782 5794 53,576 I 6 9.1 • 8 4 I½ 

18.89 ......•.•...••. 723 435 1158 50,566 885 51,451 68,319 14,051 ,82,370' I 7 2¼ 15 17 6 

1890 ..•..•.•....•.. 610 207 ,817 42,987 572 43,559 57,176 8454 65,630 1 6 7 14 15 7 

1891 ................ 451 89 540 30,648 412 31,060 40,623 2588 43,211 1 6 6 6 .5 7 

1892 ................ 467 587 1054 31,204 306 31,510 41,447 18,633 60,080 1 6 6¼ 60 17 9¼ 

1893 ...••.....•.... 328 70 398 19,788 684 20,472 26,452 3502 29,954 ! 6 8¾ 5 2 4½ 

1894 .........•..... 445 188 633 20,866_ 277 21,143 29,584 6159 35,743 1 7 10 22 4 11 

1895 ............... 380 136 516 14,316 269 14,585 20,757 5193 25,950 1 8 11¼ l9 •3 1 

1896 •••...•••...... , 325 226 551 16,026 384 16,410 20,997 8227 29,224 1 6 2¼ 21 9 6! 

No. 6 . 

. RETURN showing Amount receii!ed fo1· Rent of Pastqral Crown Lands and A'nnual Occupation 
Licences for tlie pas~ Ten Years, and for tlte first Six Months of 1897, respectively . 

1887 ················ ..................................................... . 
1888 ····••.•············································'··················· 
1889 ······································································ 
1890 ····································································· 
1891 ······""•·······"····"·"·······"·······"••···················· 
1892 ······································································· 
1893 ····································································· 
1894 ····································································· 
1895 ················································"··················· 
,1896 .................................................................... . 
1897, six months· ..................................................... . 

.£ 
5018 
4746 
5032 
5690 
4627 
4047 
4181 
3038 
4594 
4365 
2429 
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A·P PEN DIX B. 

REPORTS of t}1e District Surveyors· on the amount of Survey Work performed by 
them during the year 1896, and the principal matters that have occurred rn, and 
general requirements of, their respective Dis~ricts. · 

_ Survey District of Tasman Peninsula.-Mr. Jos. H. Hinsby,· Acting District Surveyor, reports. 
as follows :- · 

The area of surv~ys executed was 965 acres, in 20-1ots. . · 
. With regard to selection I think this District show.s a slight improvement over last year, ~nd 

thmgs seem to be generally on a sounder footing than hitherto._ Many of the selectors are findmg 
out theii- selections are too large, and taking advantage of- Section 10 of "The Crown Lands 
Amendment Act, 1894." This Act works very well in this District, as a selector often ·takes up ·a 
block of land, and finds out, only by experience that without capital half of it is as much as he can 
keep in order, as in this class of country, even when it is under cultivation, the old· dry trees keep 
on falling and have to lJe removed ; and they are finding· out that small areas well kept are better 
than larger areas running-. wild ; then ag·ain, the resumed portion often has sufficient <lone upon it 
to induce another selector to locate there. 'fh.e disadvantages of this Act are only in the surveys, 
as i,P almost every case one has to rna,ke a complete surround survey in order_ to obtain a satisfactory 
close, the old work being mostly needle work, and very irregular, owing to the very varied local 
attractions. · · 

"\-Vitb regard to "The Crown Lands Amendment Act, 1895," ( under the classification clause), 
there have been several Jots taken under this Act, and I expect there will be a good many more, 
especially as those blocks now held become more improved, and, as the land is very patchy, it should 
proye a great boon to the sehictors. - · 

Land available for selection.-There are still a good many small patches scattered over the 
Peninsulas. The portion at the head of Cripps' Creek before reported upon has contributed three· 
more selections, and there still remaing a nice block on towards the Cape Raoul ridge, as well as 
some small areas round those already secured. A few small lots are being taken ro,und l\fount 
Communication, and there are still a few worth taking up. There are a good many scattered lots 
out towards Fortescue Bay, but they are mostly inaccessible at presellt. 

On Forestier's there has been more· land selected, aud there are still some nice patches left,. 
easily accessible from the present road through the Peninsula. 

J11inPrals.-N othing· of any import,ince has been reported. 
Timber.-There is still a good deal of' paling leaving "\-Vedge Bay and Carnarvon; and also a 

lot of lightwood in flitches. There is a fine body of milli1w timber round the head of Flinders CrP.ek 
on Forestier's Peninsula, also some nice patches out towards Fortescue Bay. · . 

I do not think there is anything further worth. mentioning, except, perhaps, a sug-gestion with 
regard to marking, if I may be permitted, that is, that all triangles should, whern possible, be put 
in within three feet of the ground; this allows the selector to fall above the marks, whereas in 
most of the old blocks the trees on line have been fallen for purposes of fencing, and nearly all are 
fallen .below the marks, in many cases totally_ obliterating the 'line. 

Smvey pistrict of Buckingham.-·Mr. H. Combes, District Surveyor, reports as follows :-
. In presenting my Annual Report for the year 1896 on the Survey District of Buckingham, I 

·have the honour to- state. that everything- has been going· on about the same as in pr!:)vious years, 
aud there is nothing of any importance to report. · , 

Surveys effected.-The number of allotments marked out for agricultural settlement during the­
past year amounted to forty, varying· in size from fitteen acres to· one hundred and eig·hty, and com­
prising one thomand fiye hundred and thirty-two (1532) acres; nearly the whole of these lots have-
lJeen taken up by small settlers to make homes on. • 

Lands avai{able-,f'o1· selection.-'fhe portion of my District having the most good land is the 
Upper Huon and on Judd's Creek, Parish of Ranelag-h. If there was a road made into this land I 
have no doubt a lot of it would be taken ,up. Even a good horse-track to the land would be a 
good thing· ; as it is, there being no way of getting· there, people never even go to look at it. Iu the 
Parishes of Kingborough and Throckmorton thei·e is still good land to be found, but hard to get at, 
and this, again, prevents people from taking it up._ · . · . .' . 

Road requirement.~.-Under this headin()' I have the honour to agam recommend the cuttmg of 
a track from Wallis's farm on the Upper H~ou into the country watered by the Denison River, 
where therP. is a lot of g·ood land which would soon become settled were this done. 

Survey District of Cumberland.-Mr. Th~mas Frodsham, Distric-t Surveyor, reports as follows 
for the year 1890 :- · 

During the past year I_ have surveyed about thirty-seven lots, ai:n_ou~ting to an area_ o~ about 
2400 acres. About half this amount has been selected by three fam1hes m the Lake D1stnct for· 
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pastoral purposes, a"!_ld many of the other .surveys have been subdivisions of existing areas; ~. 
number of other lots have been ·applied for and surveyed under: "The Crown Lands Amendment 
Act, 18!:l5.''. . 

Lands suitable for Selection.-The largest areas of Crown land:,; suitable for selection are to· 
be found, in my district, in the Parish of U xbrid~e, Russell's Falls, and Florentine Valley; as yoll' 
have 11umerous reports from me upon these localities, it will be needless for me to recapitulate them. 

A steady progress has been made in the Russell's Falls Valley during the past year by those· 
who have already selected, the country being gradually cleared and improved, anrl the lots that have­
been abandoned by sp'.eculators are now being taken up and improved by boul/. fide. selectors. Mr. 
Robert Marriott, the early pioneer of this district, is always willing to point out· 1and and give fulL 
illformation to persons desirous of selecting· in that locality. · 

. Roads and Tracks.-In my for~nei· report~ I have ·indicated the tracks that I. considered, 
necessary to open up the country, and I may add that any money spent upon this work in my 
district in the past .has, as a rnle, been a reproductive one; and I reg-ret that many suggestions 
made by me in former reports rf'. cntting tracks into Crown lands hive not been acted upon, as 
intending selectors will not take up new country without tracks. 

Survey District of Dorset.-1!/Ir. G. T. Eddie, District Sun;eyor, reports as follows:-
Lands suitnble for Selection.-I do not know,of any good land within reasonaLle access ofmiE 

or road.. No further selections have been made to the south-east of ~iount Banow, no doubt 
owing p~rtly to the want ~fa road or track to open it up. · 

Roads and 1:racks r,,quired.--.As I .have pl'eviously reported, a track might well be ci1t from 
:Messrs. ,vhittle's land, near :Mount Barrow, on to ,Camden Plain~. 

Remarlis.-I have been surprised at the small number of selections under " The Crown Land& 
Amendment Act, 1895," second-lass land at lOs. per acre. I think it may be duH partly to 
ignorance of the existence of the .Act, and also, I know in cases within· my knowledge, to an 
uncertainty as to the class of the land. Applicants wonld purchase at !Os., Lnt they look upon it 
~hat if the land is put np at over 10s. and not purchased that they lose their survey fee. 

Progress of Settlement.-During the year,I have surveyed the following· lots:-
641 acrns, in 14 lots, under 31st Section Crown Lands Act, 1890. 
272 acres, in 7 lots, under Crown Lands Amendment Act, l 893. · · 
718 acres, in 8 lots, nnder Section 10 Crown Lands Amendment A<!t. 
231 acre~, in 4 lots, under Crown Lands Amendment Act, 1895. 
26a. lr. 5p., in '4 lots, at auction: 
362 acres, in 41 lots, under Gold Fields Rrgulation ·Act.· 

80 acres, in l lot, mineral. -
. 806 acres, in 2 lots, timber licences. 
H- miles tramway. 
1 -road deviation ·for Public vVorks Department. 
1 city lot. 
J 90a. 2r. 29p., in 3 lots, re-surveys. 

Survey District of Dei,on.-Mr. Richard Hall, District Surveyor, reports as follows:-
I have the honour to report in reference to progress made in my survey district for the past 

year. Some 65 lots in conuection with the Mines Branch have been dealt with, including lots 
reported upon. These include gold, iron, silver, lead, and coal. Gold at Stormount, Claude, and 
Five-mile Ri;;e ; coal at Dulverton; iron at the Penguin, and silver and lead at J\'1ount Claude and 
the Penguin. There was_ considerable exciiement at Five-mile Rise during- the winter over what 
they teni1ed the Glynn Prospecting Association. This find was in large masses of conglomerate,. 
both auove and below the surface, and contained fine gold all' through it, and in some places quite· 
rich, as I witnessed myself. The Caledonian Mine, near :Middlesex, has again commenced. 
operations. Considerable quantities of gold have been obtained about the Five-mile Rise and 
down the Fo1:th to ]\fount Claude; but these mines seem to have been worked in a very fitful 
manner; whether it is that there is not knowledge and capital enough expended in the ~earch for the, 
precious metal or not I cannot tell, but the prospects seein to witrrant something better than bas been 
done yet,· and I think it only a ·question of time when there will be ,permanent and paying·_ mines' in­
the district above referred to. · The Neptune l\fine, .at the· Pengt1in, has been in active operations­
during· some part of the year, but it has shut down again now. :Many of the iron mines in the­
vicinity of the Penguin have been taken up again; and great things were expected from them, 
but up to this time nothing has come of it. Bell Mount has still a few searching· for gold and 
other minerals, and one company is prospecting a large gold formation. The miners do not .seen:1 to. 
be able .to drop across the source of the gold at Bell Mount, although several thousand ounces have 
been won since its· discovery, and mostly coarse gold, in some instances over 20 oz. in weight, but from 
whence it came no one seems to know. The bismuth and tin in this locality are not being sought 
after much·, although they are not entirely neglected. In· agricultural land, applications have not 
been many. Some 18 lots have been surveyed, amounting to something over one thousand acres. 
The lots have been very much scattered over the district, the Lug·est area being in the vVilmot~ 
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,district, and they have generally formed portions of forfeited lots. I dq not think there has beeQ 
over the average of clearing and improvements effected during the last year, only in a few instances. 
One resident, in the vVilmcit country has scrubbed 200 acres, and E1uch things have been done in 
oth~r parts, but a good deal of. the land scrubbed in former years has been allowed to g_row up 
agam. 

Survey District- of Deloraine.-Mr. John A. Sorell, District Surveyor, reports as follows for 
the year ] 896 :-

During the hv.elve months under review I received instructions for surveys of seven agricultural 
lots and two town allotments, covering a total area of :3] 8 acres, which was applied for under "The 
Crown Lands Act, 1890;" a few town allotments at Beaconsfield, applied for under the Regidence 
A.reas Acts, 1891-93; three lots, comprising an area of 150 acres, which will be disposed of under 
"The Crown Lands Amendment Act of 1893;" four lots, comprising an area of 208 acres, to be 
<lealt wit!) under "The Crown Lands Amendment Act, ] 894 ; " and five lots, ag·g-reg·ating· 5iJ4 
acres, which ,vere applied for under" 'l'he Crown Lands Amendment Act, ] 89.3;" also, during the 
same period, sixty instructions for mining· surveys on the Beaconsfield and Salisbur_y goldfields were 
,dealt with. These figures do not ·afford scope for lengthy comment, but it will be o.bserved that the 
largest area disposed of under one Act is that which. has been applied for under "'l'he Crown Lands 
Amendment Act, 1895." For the year 1897 it seems safe to p·redict that the disparity in numbers 
in reg·ard to the total areas which will be selected' under the different Acts for promoting the sale of 
our waste lands will be even more in favom· of the Amendment-Act of 1895 (second-class lands), 
:Since it is only reasona,ble to assume that it will be more widely known this year amongst those 
farmers and · residents in the bush who are most -likely to be interested in its operations. It is, 
perhaps, to be regretted that this Act is open, fi·om a selector's point of view, to the ~omewhat 
,serious objection that ~t involves intending purchasers in the frouble and expense of attending sales 
by auction. 

Lands suitable for Selection.-The unalienated lands in the Deloraiue' District :m~ generally of 
,a very second-rate description. A few isola:ted patches of first~class soil mig·ht he found, but there 
.are no larg·e tracts of land within the district ,v.hich would be advisable for the Go\·ernment to open 
to selectors by the cutting of tracks or construction of roads, so that under the head of "Tracks 
and Roads" there _is very little to be said. 'l'he Deloraine Improvement Committee has opened a 
cart track from the Deloraine Dist1-ict into the Lake Country through some good bush land which, 
·though limited in extent, may be the means of inducing selection of Crowll' lands in the vicinity of 
the track. 

Roads.-In regard to the roads in the Deloraine District, it is to be regretted that the routes 
followed are, in some cases, extremely improper ones, and that faulty construction. and careless 
maintenance are sometimes apparent. The judicious expenditure of a few hundreds of pounds in the 
.laying out of certain roads in my District would not only have saved some thousands iu the cost of 
.construction, but would have·euha.nced. the value of the Crown estate through ·which these roads 
.have been reserved. 

. . 
Sun'ey District of Fingal.-Mr. Thomas Clark, District Surveyor; reports as follows:-
Since taking cha1·ge of the Fingal Survey District, on the 15th September last to the end 

.of the year, the following-sur_veys have been _effee.ted :-
Agricultural, 6 lots, 326 acrP.s. 

· Gold, 45 lots, 440 acres. 
Plai1s and Reports-Gold, 5 lots, 50 acres. 

,, lVIineral1 26 lots, 828 acres. 
,, · ,, 7 lots, 220 acres. 

Hoads, 2467 links. 
4 Water-right,;., 
1 'l'ramway, and 
8572 Jinks connection. 

Uppei· Ringarooma.-16 miles from Scottsdale, by good road : is a flourishing agricultural 
-settleme~t of some thousands of acres, much of which has been cultivated. 'fher~ are still many 
:patches of good Crown land abq,ut this Settlement available for selection, probably 5000 acres, most 

<;>f which· is on the Ringarooma Hiver,. some Seven miles south of th.e 8ettlement. It is heavily 
:timbered with white gum, stringy-bark, and blackwood, and . covered with a dense scrub. At 
_present there is no made road within five miles of this land. .. 

During the past year little or no settlement has taken place about the Ringarooma Settlement. 
"Three agricultural selections were surveyed, comprising an area of 125 acres, 50 acres of which is 
:near Camp Hotel, and has been settled on ; also one lot of 80 acres was surveyed under the 
10th Section of "The. Crown Lands Amendment Act, 1894. There is. one lot of !:!5 acres under 
the saJI}e Act, and one selection of 25 acres, that have been applied for but not surveyed. 

Alberton.-Five miles from Upper Ringarooma, by a. g·ood road. During the past year 
45 gold sections have been surveyed here, compri~ing an area of 314 acres. A deal of prospecting 
is now being done on and about this land. 
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On the west side of Dorset River, at Alberton, there is some fair agricultural land, but verr 
steep, probably 500 acres. timbered with · gum, stringy-bark, myrtle, and blackwood, anci1 
covered with a dense scrub. Formation, slate and g-ranite. . 
, TVeldborough, 26 miles from St. Helen's, by good road. A.lluvial tin-miriing is being carried 

on here, most of which is under Miners' Rights. . The eountry is tin-bearing morn or less extend­
ing from Dorset and B,iup;arooma Rivers to.Lottah and Blue Tier. 

A large portion of this land is fair ·soil, and could be brought under cultivation : timbered 
-,.'vith myrtle, blackwood, and a few gums, formation being granite, and basalt. . 

Lottalt, 17 miles_ from St. Helen's, by good road. Lode tin-mining is being· proceeded with 
here, by the Anchor and A11sttalian Tin Mining Cumpan)'s; races and tramways are being con~ 
structed, and machinery erected. 

lVIost of the land is very steep, fair soil of granite formation, and could be brought unde1~­
cultivation; timbered with g·um, myrtle, and stringy-bark .. 

Gould's Country, 13 miles by good road from St. Helen's. Farming is carried on here; the­
land is ve1·y steep, poor, an~ sandy, and is more suitable for pasture. The land continues poor to-
~~~- ' . 

Upper Geor,r;e's River, 18 miles by good road from St. Helen's. 'l'here are a few patches of· 
. good Crown land about this settleme1it available for selection, extending from the VVeldboroug·h· 

road to North George River. A small portion of this lam! is basalt, and babnce granite formation,. 
timbered with g·um, myrtle, and stringy-bark, and covered with a tlense scmb. · 

St. lielen's.-A little tin-mining is still being· canied on some four miles west of this township. 
The land frnm Goshen to St. Helen's is little or no g·ood for cultivation, being barren granite, 

11ills arid button-grass marshes, timbered with ironlJark, peppermint, and gum. This land is tin--
lJearing, more or less. The same remarks will apply to the land betw:een St. Helen's and the 
crossing o{ Hogan's Track, on north branch of Scamander River. J<'rom St. Helen's along the· 
coast to Scamander Bridge, the land· is also .-ery poor, grnni!e formation, and timbered with· 
iron-bark, peppermint, and gum. A number of mineral smveys have been made during the past 
year, extending: from hotel at Scamander Bridge for some distance along· the range on north side oC 
l'iver; and at Upper Scamander a number of lots have been surveyed for g·old, and prospecting is-
1Jeing carr:ied on at both places with fair prospects. 

St .. Mary's, 46 miles from Conara, by good road and 1·ailway. 
· This township and settlement is steadily advancing. :Most of tbe good land has been ,selected," 

but there are a few patches of good soil among the rocky hills available for selection, p1·obably 500·. 
acres. - ' 
· A few selections were surveyed about this settlement during the past yea1·, an<l there are stiW 

fom· small selections to be surveyed. · 
A gold reef has been discovered on St. Patrick.\, Rim let, some two miles east of the township .. 

'I cannot say that I like the look of the stone taken from thi,, reef, as it contains more slate than 
quartz. Two sections, of 20 acres each, have been applied for on this reef as reward claims, and 
a small a.mount of prospecting is being· clone in the locality. •. . 

Some few miles north-west of St. Mary's is the JYfount Nicholas Range, where coal-mining· is 
being carried on by the Cornwall and Mouut Nicholas Coal Mining Companies, the output being· 
large. · · 

Fingal, 33 miles from Conara, by railway and good road. This is a large farming district, ancL 
t_here is little or no good Crown land within some miles of the township. 

JIIathinna, 16 miles from Fingal·, by good road. ,This is a large mining town, and is steadily 
adnmcing. The Golden Gate G. :M. Company's mine is being· worked profitably. There arn-
many other mines here doing· g·ood work, with every prospect of succe;;s. . 

The town is very badly watered for domestic purposes. During summer months water has to-
be carted from the South Esk River, one mile distant. -

A large area of land is held under lease for gold-mining purposes about this town ( l\fathinna). 
The1·e is very little Crown land in the locality fit for cultivation, being barren slate ranges, timbered, 
with iro11-bark, peppermint, gum, and stringy-bark. 

There. are small patches of ag-ricult1iral Crown land along South Esk Hiver, and Dan, and. 
Tyne Rivulets, probably 500 acres in all. There ·is also ,a portion of rough pasture land in same 
locality of about 600 acres. _ 

On Da:n's Rivulet, from 6 to 8 miles north of Mathinna, a good number of g·old sections ham: 
been surveyed during the past year, bnt very little prospecting is being done on them. 

Jliangana, 5 mi113s from Fingal, by good road. A large number of gold sections have been· 
surveyed here during the past year, and a deal of prospecting is now being clone on the barren. 
slate ranges that sm·1·ouncl this township, timbered with iron-bark, gum, peppermint, and stringy-bark. 

There is very little Crown land fit for cultivation fibOut this township (Mangana). Lying· to· 
the wes_t of the township is about 500 acres of rough pasture laud. The township is now making· a 
slig·ht advance, and is connected to Fingal by telephone. 

Avoca is a small township on South Esk River, 16 miles by railway and good road from 
Conara. This is a large farming and pastoral district, extending from Fingal to Conara. The· 
Crown land between Avoca and Ben Lomond consists of granite hills and ti-tree marshes, containing·· 
very little _soil suitable for cultivation. There are some few thousand acres here fit for roughs 
pasture. 
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At the south end of Ben Lornond tin-mining has l1ecn cal'ried 011 for some years, a fe,y tin 

sections being· surveyed hel'e during the past year. 'l'his land is very heavily timbered \\·ith gum, 
peppel'mint, and stringy-bark. Along the west side of· Ben Lomond, among the steep bills. 
extending north to Blessington, may be found a few patches of Crown land fit fol' cultivatiou, also 
a forge portion fit for rough pasture, the formation being granite; slate,• and greenstone, timbered 
with gum, peppermint, and string-y-bark. At Blessington, on north side of Ford ,River, :1 ,fow 
selections have been settled on. 'l'he soil here is fairly good. There is still a fafr amount of good 
Crown land available for selection, extending· from Ford River towards Ben Nevis, 1m:~bably 1000 
acres, timbered with g·um, peppermint, and stringy-bark, the soil being of granite and slate forma­
tions. Between Ben Nevis and head of Ringarooma Riv.er are patches of good land, of granite 
formation, timbered with white gum, stringy-bark, and blackwood. I am afraid the climate here 
is too cold for cultivation. Ringarooma 8ettlement is the best locality I know of for intending 
selectors to turn their attention. · 

Roads.-Main road from Scottsd,tle ·Railway Station to Ringarooma, 16 miles, is in splendid 
-0rder. This road continues to Alberton, five miles from Hingarooma. .There are also nrnny cross 
roads in this settlement, and all in good order; one leads i;outh through the settlement, and another 
-east up New River Settlement. A road has been made from Ringaroonm to .M::tthinua, bnt owing 
to the bad state of it across the Button-grass Plains, there is very little cart t1·affic on it. From 
:i\iathinna to Fingal is .a splendid road, 16 miles. There are also many cross roads about l\iathinna 
:and Fingal, all of which are in fair order. From Conara to St. l\iary's, via Avoca and Fingal, is a 
.splendid road, 46 miles. From St. :Mary's to 8t. Helen's is a good coach road, 24 miles. 
From St. Helen's to ,v eldborough, 26 miles, vift Gould's Country and Lottah, is a good coach 
road. This road continues to Ringarooma, viCL 1\-Ioorina, Derby, and Branxholm. There is a goocl 
road from Gould's Country to Upper George's River settlement, six miles; also, a good road 
•continues fom· miles above the .settlement to Falls on South George's River. Thern is a very 
good road from St. l\:Iary's to Picaninni Point, and from thern to Swansea is a rough cart road. 
There is also a good road from Avoca to Swansea, and from A voca to Ben Lomond is a fair 
,cart road, but very steep. From Fmgal to .:Mangana is a splendid road, five miles. l:'rom 
Blessington (Ford River) is a very fair road to Launceston. ,vith the exception of the road from 
l\ilathinna to Ringarooma, I may say that the roads through the whole district are in fai1· !}l'ller. 

Trar.hs.-From Scottsdale tu Blessington there is a bridle track via C1u11den Plains. The1·e 
is also a bridle track from .Blessington to l\Iathinna over Rose Tier. From lHathinna to lVIangan:L 
-there is a bridle track; 11lso, a bridle track· from l\Iathinna to Albe1ton. There is also a bridle· 
-track from 1\1.athinna to St. Helen's i,ii1 Upper Scamander, and from :Mathinna there is a new. 
track cut to Falls on South George River, fourteen miles. From G. D. Brown's, on North Gcm·g·e 
River, to ,,, elclborongh roa<l is a good bl'i<lle track. From ,v elclborough there is a good bridle 
;track leading to Ringarooma vii,, Cascade River. .All the above tracks are in fair order. 

·K-ing Island.-]ilr. M. Flannigan, Surveyor, reports:-' 
I ham completed 27 surveys of an aggregate are:L of 3300 acl'es. 
During the past year the population has increased from 80 to 113. Fonr hundred a11d fifteen fat. 

,cattle were shipped, chiefly to Launceston, some to Devon port, and tt few shi.pments to Strahan, an<l 
it is intended to send more to the latter port during the coming season, and it may be safely sai<l 
that the success of the islan.d for cattle~g-razing has been assured. :i\'Ir. Stephen1,on is experime11ting· 
'With sheep, having taken over 200, and intends, if the country is found suitable, g·oing in on a large 
-scale; he is also improving the low-lying land by ploughing and sowing w bite and reel clover. 

About fifteen head of cattle died last year, the gTeater number of these arou11d Boggy Creek, 
where they were allowed to run unrestricted on the'tare during· the autumn, it being··the only green 
-feed at that time, Messrs. 1\i'l\iahon and James have now pernmnendy settled on the island, 
.and are making good progress with fencing to have the stock under control. Mr. M'l\'Iahon has 
,taken his wife and family over, and intends going in for dairy farming· in conjunction with grazing, 
·and exjJects to have about five hundred ,cattle there at the end of the year. 

l\:lost of the selections have been fenced, and on some houses have been built. A jetty is in 
coms.e of constrnction, and roads are being· formed by the District Inspector, which will lessen the 
inconveniences of the settlers, and will be the means of opening up some country between Porky 
Creek and Dungaree Creek which may be found fit for agriculture. Surprise Bay has been 
beaconed since the steamships Star and Amy have been in, aud the captains speak highly of the 
place for shippiug· purposes. . 

Survey District of Oatlands.~Mr. vV. l\f. Hardy, District Surveyor, r~ports as follows:­
Land s1iitable for Selection.-1'here is not much land available in the District distinctly arable 

111 character·except.ing that situate on lVlaria Island, and even there the extent is limited in propor­
tion to the al'ea of the island ; still there appea1·s to me sufficient to provide some very comfortable 
farms, more especially if worked in conjunction with the excellent pasturage that is also available 
for selection. I am very gfad that the Government decided to throw the island open for selection 
by bon/t. .fide farmers. On the mainland there is not much arable land available; what there is is not 
sufficient in area• to provide more than a home for a working.man, and is being g-raclually absorbed 
by local residents. · 
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Second-class Land.-Owing to the Act passed last year there liave been a good m3.ny surveys , 

effected under this clause, and I anticipate a great many more, inasmuch as there are many 
thousands of acres of good sound pastoral country, excellent for either sheep or cattle, from 
Swanston northwards towards 'l'oom's Lake, and dowri the Little Swanport, Rivm· there appears to 
be a large scope of country of this nature that is really ·valuable land, the great drawback bei11g 
that it is infested with tigers. One or two sheep farmers, however, seem to be able to deal with the· 
pest successfully, and I fail to see why others cannot do so. The same sort of land is available 
elsewhere, for instance, near Table Mountain, 'l'he Sandspit, and on Ma1·ia Island. 

Roadg a-lid Trachs required.-Under this heading nothing calls particularly for commeEt, 
unless it is the road from·Stonehenge to Swanston, which is falling into decay. It is an excellent 
road, but. the culverts require attention at once, and the winter rains have destroyed the forma­
tion in places. Beyond Swanston, towards Little Swanport, is a bush track, used for a generation· 
back. I hope to see some very steep grades altered on this by deviation, seeing that selection is 
taking- place in the vicinity. . . 

_ ·'l'he road Buckland to N ug·ent, that I recommended, some years ago, has been very much 
imprnved by the unemployed, but there is a considerable section 1still left iu its natural state. This 
also applies to the track between Nugent and Kellevie. 

Resident Selectors.-N o doubt you will be very pleased to hear that nearly all the selectors: 
under the 31 st Section of "The Crown Lands Act, 1890,'' are, I find, in actual possession of their 
several lots surveyed during the past year, and have in many in~tances several acres of growing· 
crops and cleared ground, beside::; comfortable homes. Notably, this is the case with the !-elections 
in the late coal mine reserve near Colebrook. 

Unoccupied Crown Lar.ds.-I had the honour to draw your attention to a practice at one time 
indulged in, of renting a small lot of Crown Iands and running stock over thousands of acres adjacent, 
for which, of course, no rent was obtained. The several Crown Lands' bailiff.-. would seem to have 
altered this state of things in a great measure ; but fires are of freque~t occurrence every surnme1·. 
Selectors are sometimes .in' the' habit of applying for, say 50 acres, and paying their shilling, and 
iii.forming all and sundry that sul'vey fee has been paid, and start clearing the ground. In Parish' 
of Hartington there are one_ or two applications in the same name. ·These have been on the plan 
some time, and twice I have received intimation by a neighbour that the applicant wanted his land 
surveyed. Of course thei·e are no instructions, and the land is in the meantime being worked. · 
· Preservation of' Survey ~f'arlls.-In a letter lately I had occasion to suggest that printed 

'notices be nailed up by the police and others, drawing attention to the penalty provided in the event 
of any one being caught destroying survey marks or removing corner pegs." ,vhenever I surveyEd 
a lot I hav_e alwaysreque8ted the applicant to respect the marks, and to preserve th_e corner pegs in 
position; hut the neighbours do not al ways exercise the same regard, and idle oi· mischievous young 
men will frequently delight fo show how nearly they can imitate the original marks on neighbouring· 
trees, thus paving the way for endless trouble in the future. · 

Survey District of 1lfersey. -J,fr. H. J. Chalmers, District Surveyor, reports as follows:-
I have the honom to forward to you my Ann.ual Report fo;, th~ year J 896, and in doing so I 

reirret to have to inform vou that so little has been clone durino· 'the vear. Land of a suitable 
~ J . 0 ~ 

description for agricultural purposes is only to he-found in patches in remote and out-of-the-way 
places such as along the Forth River and Gacl's Hill, too far from market to induce settlement. 
All that is available anywhere near has long since been acquired, and only that of a second class 
nature can be had at rare inte1·vals, and is only valuable in connection with adjoining selections. . 

Traclcs, &'c,-I have long since advocated opening up the coal discoveries aml mineral country 
at and around Mounts Pelion and Barn Bluff vi(t Mole Creek and Chuclleigh. Some years since 
the "Chudleigh and Mole Creek Prospecting Association" cut and marked out a track to t~is 
locality, which led to the country being explored, and shorter and more suitable tracks were t.hs­
covered, sh·ortening the distance by many miles and avoiding the steep and dangerous·sideling around 
lVIount Pelion vV est. 'l'he old track now in existence had at that time a twofold o~ject, viz., to aid 
the railway survey being carried 011, and to facilitate prospecting operations of the Company, thus 
it was made much longer than is now desirable. I understand the track now being surveyed 
follows generally the one formerly used. 'l'he country as a rule is open and comparatively level. 
and favourable for track making. • 

Progress of Settlement.-Settlement has not progressed during the last year or so, but every· 
sign points to an improvemeut iu this direction. Crops and prices during this and part of last year 
were much better and have a hopeful look for the present, which probably will lead to an improve­
ment during the coming year. 

I have surveyed 7 sections for the year, with a total area of 450 acres; five of these were sub-.· 
divisions of former selections. Such a result points to the fact that the District is too poor to afford. 
a living; for the Surveyor in charge, and for some years I have depended upon excessive work in 
other Districts, or whatever the ~epartment has been able to g·ive me. · · 

Su!'Vey District of Jlfontagu.-Mr. C. S. vVilson, District Surveyor, reports as follows:­
Selection Areas.-During the year little public' attention has been g·iven. to the selection of 

Agricultural Areas, due in a measure, no doubt, to local capital being diverted into the more 
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fascinating channels of mining speculation. Several sections, however, have been taken up and: 

' surveyed fronting the North-East Dundas Tramway, and also a few small areas adjacent. to the· 
Town boundary of Zeehan, these principally for market garden purposes. 

Town Areas-Zeelian.-'l'his Town is making rapid strides, and building is the· order of the 
day. Property is increasing in value, and there is a constant demand for residence site:;. I regret 
tu state that I have grave suspicions that there is a large percentage of the population in illegal 
occupation. Zeehau being more settled than the other \Vest Coast '!'owns, the people have an 
excellent opportunity of evading· the main conditions of occupation by failing· to take unt the· 
annual Residence Licence. '.L'o remedy this evil, if it actually exists, it would be desirable to make 
it either compulsory for the occupie1·s to purchase their holdings, or that an annual inspection of 
Uesidence Licences be authorised. I have already recommended that more lots should be surveyed 
for building sites. 

Queenstown.-Town matters are progressing most favourably, and at present there are scores, 
of buildings in the course of erection. Property is daily advancing in vnlne. My suggestion that 
the Residence Areas in this 'l'own be laid out in eighth t½) acre lots or thereabouts has met with 
your approval. Queenstown is rather cramped to get the usual ¼ acre lots, and moreover fiw 
ordinary purposes the smaller area is generally large enough, and in some degree preveiits- the 
trafficking that usually obtains in the larger areas. I think Queenstown in particular will benefit by 
this departure. . 

The probable population is variously estimated; but I think there will be, in the near future,. 
some 3000 inhabitants located in the town. 

'l'he l\fount L3•ell Mining and Railway Company's reducing works and flux quarries, which 
a;-e in the immediate neighbourhood, ,rill give employment to at lenst SOU workmen . 

.LYortli. Dundas.--l~ollowing the mining development at .North Dundas, a Settlement lias. 
sprung up in the vicinity of the Curtin and Davis group of mines. The present site, which is nmv 
known as Ringville, is well adapted for town purposes; but. as it is of the utmost importance 

·that.the mines should not be 'hampered in their initial stages, I have refrained, in the interest of the­
Government, from definitely advising you to !"et apart an area for a Town· Reserve at R.ingTille .. 

The Curtin and Davis Compauy, I am informed, is obtaini11g the opinion of experts iu the· 
choice of smelting anti other mining sites; and, when this rnattei· is finally determined, the best 
available position for a town can be selected without interfering with mining operations. 

111.ining Fields.-DUl'ing the past year 720 instrnctions fu1· surveys for mining purposes "·ere 
issued to me,-the applications being principally confined to the Lyell-Head mineral zone. 

Several new and valuable discoveries have been made; and, viewing the developments of tlie­
past twelve months in several of the VVest Coast mines which have been labouring under exceptional 
difficulties-notably the .Mount Lyell Mining and Railway Company-I confidently look forward 
to the year 1897 lieing the comnrnncement of a most successful era in silver and copper mining in 
'l'asmania. 

There are several mining properties on the V{ est Coast. lying· practically dormant, and but 
waiting the energy and capital of investors like those "·ho are leading· the Mount Lyell Mining and 
Railway Company to such a successful issue; and it is earnestly to be hoped, for the welfare 
of mining generally, that the downright pluck displayed by this Company will act as an impetus to 
legitimate mining, and as an aperient to locked-up capital. · 

'l.'rachs.-l cannot too strongly urge the necessity of opening up tlie ,~rest Coast mineral lands 
by pack-tracks, and, where not practicable, by prospecting tracks. It is well known that, as regards 
the YV est Coast, this means of communicntio11 is an item of 1·evenue, and it cannot be denied that 
the GoYernment tracks to l\'.Iount Head, North Dundas, and to l\iount Black harn paid for con­
struction many times over in rents and fees alone for mineral lands. \Vhen it became known that 
the Government "·ere making a pack-track from Mount Head to Mount Tyndall, prospectors 
immediately got into. that neighbourhood, and resulted in new discoveries and in several thousand 
acres being taken up undei· lease. The following localities deserve special attention in this 
direction :-'l'he country lying between the Rosebery (l\fount Black) and the Red Hills (south of 
l\fount JYiurchison), also between the Rosebery and the :Murchison River, the southern spnrs of 
l\'.Iount Dundas via the 1\'.Iai·ipusa mine. The above-mentioned localities are practically virgin 
country, but, viewing the possibilities of each from a geological standpoint, I would certainly advise 
an early expenditure of public money in order to establish communication sufficient for prospectors 
to get into tli'e places named with some little degTee of comfort. 

J.1Iin·ing Surveys.-~n my last annual rnport I had the honour to draw your attention to several 
matters appertaining to the conduct of mining· surveys, which were then practically under the 
supervision of the :Mines Department. Concordantly with these particular surveys, it is now with. 
feelings of pleasure that I, as a surveyor, hail the desirable change that bas taken place during the 
JJast year, which places these surveys under your entire control as the Surveyor-General of the 
Colony. I also gratefully beg to acknowlec1g·e the courtesy, assistance, and advice extended at all 
times to me whilst connected with the Mines Depa1·tment by :Mr. Beh:tead, Secretary for Mines, 
and for these reasons the severance is, in a sense, regretful to me. I take this opportunity of once. 
again strongly advocating that some bette1· means be, devised than that which now obtains for 
" bracing up" the vVest Coast surveys in particnlm·. I trust that next Session Parliament will 
authorise a trigonometrical survey, if not for the. whole of Tasma_nia, at any rate for the Surrny 
District of lVIontagu. · 
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Sun-ey District of Russel/.,---Mr. David Jones, District Surveyor, reports as follows:-

Land suitable for Selection, fc.-Near the Main Road from Wynyartl to ,varatah, as cleared 
fby tlie Government and partly formed, some good agricultural land exists, and. althong·h severnl 
,people have made enquiries about -this land, no applications so far have been made. . vVhen this 
-.road has been further improved by macadamising it, this la,nd will no doi1bt be sought a,fter, as the 
vroducts can then be taken to a market. The bridge over the Hellyer River on this route is in a 
fai1· state of repair, and quite fit. to cany heavily loaded vehicles. That excellent Act, "'l'h.e 
Crown Lands Amendment Act, 1895," (59 Viet. No. 39), providing· for classifying and fixing the 
value of different quantities of Crown land, it was generally thought, would lrnve been largely 
.availed of, but up to the prnrnnt this is not the case in this District. The suspension of work at the 
·w· est Bischoff, Stanhope, and N oi"th Valley Tin Mines, besides the outside mines in the vicinity •'Jf 

Heazlewood has had the e:lfect of deprecia,ting the vahie of all landed property, but there are 
undoubted signs tlmt a revival in mining will shortly take place in this loci:tlity, when land for 
growing and otlfer purposes will again be in demand. In proof of this, 23 lots. under the Mining 
.Act, giving an area in i·ound numbers of 1200 acres, have ·been newly surveyed during the last 
year: and 34 lots under the same Act, giving- 1400 acres, have been taken upon old surveys.· 
From the Magnet iVIine-on the Range of that name-50 tons of silver ore, giving an average 
yield of 186 ounces to the t011, and a net return to the tributors of aboi1t £20 per ton, has been 
brought in during the last year on the vVaratah-Heazlewood Road. This return speaks for itself, 
.and indicates, that with proper developmeut, there are paya,ble deposits near us outside of the 
.great Bischoff Mine. No selection for ag-ricultural or other purposes has taken place on the large 
,ai;ea of basaltic land fronting on the ,v aratah-HeazlewooJ Road, and which stretches from tlrn 
Town boundary of Waratah two miles southerly along that road, and out and beyond Knole Plain 
-easterly. The land at or near the junction of the Huskinson River with the Pieman-some 1500 
acres-will not be taken up until it has been made accessible by means of a road or railway. It 

,certainly is not far from the proposed Yan Diemen.'s Land Line as surveyed from the Burnie­
vVaratah Railway to Zeehan. About two hundred a,crns of good agricultural soil can he found on 
the banks of the Savage Rive1· nea1· where it joins the Pieman, about two miles below Corinna. 
:It is sometimes subject to floods. 

Roads and Trachs.-During the last twelve months the road from \Varatah to Corinna has 
been greatly improved by the Govemment, but much still remains to be done to make it a good 
highway. A cart has been brought up from Corinna towards vVaratah on this road for 12 miles, . 

. and another cart has been taken out from here 16 miles towards Corinna, thus leaving only 12 miles 
to improve to enable a cart to be taken right• through to Corinna from ,v aratah. Of course the 
12 miles not practic~ble for a cart at present i, quite so for pack-horses and cattle. 'I'lie necessity 

-of a track being made from the vVarntah-Heazlewood Hoad into the north end of the Meredith 
Range must be reiterated, as it would he the means of opening up a likely piece of mineral­
bearing country. Also the track north-west from Bischoff to join the track made from vVynyard 
.across the Arthur River to Specimen Reef would no doubt repay for making ; and another track • 
to be recommended is the one from the Hatfield Plains, nea1· the south boundary of the V. U.L. Co.'s 
.Surl"ey Hills Block, southerly. down the valley of the Mackintosh River through country known to 
_posse~s metalliferous deposits. 

Progress of' Settlement.-Settlement bas practically been at a standstill in this District for the 
,last year, except so far as the mines are concerned. In this direction it continues to exten<l, notably 
.at the Rio Tinto Mine, s9me 24 miles south-west from vVaratah, and at the Rocky . River, nine· 
.miles south of Corinna. · 

Surveys.·- I have the honour to inform you that the 16. instru~tions that I hold will he disposed 
.of during the next four months. Some of the sections are very much scattered, and.it is a difficult 
matter to sometimes get the g-roimd pointed out to you. Three of the above 16 sections have been 

,surveyed, and the plans will shortly be sent in. 
A method adopted by some prospectors now, is to peg out their land, or mark it, and apply for 

it, and, if·it does not come up to expectations, withdraw it directly they receive notice to survey. 
'fhere are a number of ,vater Rights that I hold, r.hat have no existence on the ground, that 

,will be returned to ·you to deal with. 

Survey District of lVellingt?n.-Frecl. E. VVindsor, District Surveyor, reports as follows:­
During the yeal' pO agricultural selections have been surveyed, comprising an area of J 680 

.acres, together with :3 miles of roads and connection lines; also 3 township aUotments, 7 .Public 
vV orks • road surveys of 3i miles, and the Wynyarcl Deepwater Port. No ,mineral surveys have 
,been made during the year. 

· In the early part of the season good prices were ruling for farm produce, and most of the 
farmers sold at fairly remunerative rates. 

The butte1· factory and creameries, together with the bacon factory, may stiil be considered the· 
mainstay of the district, and several of the neighbouring colonies are constantly supplied with 
,butter and bacon. 

The great drawback to selection and grass~growing is the want of good roads into the lands at 
the back, and, as they cannot be procured at once, the best thing to do for the welfa.re of the 
.di.strict would be to throw open for selection the timber reserves, that are of no value for timber and. 
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contain some really first-class land that is within easy reach of the market, about three miles, and I 
feel sure that at least 1500 acres would be selected in the vicini_ty of \Vyny"ar<l, and the whole of 
tbe 450-acre reserve at South Hoad, Parish of Ford. , 

Selection has not been very extensive this past yeai·, bt1t promises to impro,·e, am! on a sounder 
footing. · · . 

The introduction of the l 0th Section of "The Crown Lands Amendment Act, 1894,'" has 
been a great boon to the many selectors who were unable to pay their instalments, thus enabling­
them to secure a grant of land for the amount of money paid. 

· The really urgent works that require att~ntion, and which have been pi·eviously referred to, 
are :-The construction of a jetty at Green Point, Parish of Marrawah, and the re-marking of the 
sout4 boundary of the -w oolnorth Block as fai· as the Montagu River, before those marks which 
have'a!ready been found near the coast g·et destroyed; and a new punt at the Artbm· River i:-·erry, 
the fares of which should be reduced. The Back Line road along the V.D.L. Co,'s Circular Head 
Block should be open,:;cl and constructed. The road to connect the Upper Irish Town Settlemeut 
and the South Road should be opened. 
· The district generally is in a more wholesome condition, and business much sounder. The fat 
cattle, pigs, poultry, eggs, and bacon not required fo1· local consumption find a ready mai·ket on the 
"\Vest Coast, their principal supply being· drawn from this district. The late rains were very 
welcome, but they came too late for some of the early crops. 'l'he bush fires that were raging all 
over the district in December, before the rains came, did an immense amount of damage to- the 
crops, g-rasses, and fences, burning some of the settlei·s and others out of house and home, as well as 
destroying- some cattle and pigs. 

Parisli of L11arrawa!t.-Abont 4000 aci·es of first-class land still available for rnlection, and in 
orde1· to encourage settlement some attention to the rec1uirernents of the present settlers should be 
shown. A g-ood jetty is m·gently needed to enable them to ship produce. Cattle rnising is extensi rnly 
carried on, Zeehau being the market. Several more selections have been recently applied for in this 
parish. . 

Paris.lies nf TVilliams, 111owbra_1;, and Poilenna.-Fully 5000 acres of very fair ap;ricultnral 
land still available for selection, bnt in order to open up the country and encourage selection roads 
to the back lands should be opened. A few selections have been applied for in the tiri:;t two parishes. 

Parishes of Gibson and Ncdwin.-_At least 3000 acres still remain open for selection, and some 
first-class agricultural land is to Le met with. Owing to the recent depression a large number of 
selections have reve1:ted to the Crnwn, but out oftbese some smaller areas have been-selected and 
improved. 'l'he present easy terms will, no doubt, help materially in the settlement of these lands, 
but roads into the back countr~ are urgently needed. Several selections have been recently applied 
for, aud very great improvement made on the old ones. 
· Parish. of Anderson aud to t!te sou.t!t.-A ,·ei-y extensive arett af good ag-ricult11rnl laud still 
remains to be selected, but the distance from the Coast Road and the very unfinished state of the 
old road renders the land almost valueless. at t.he present time. .A fow of the old selections have 
been ~crubbed and grassed. 

Parishes of Dalifls and Jliyalla.-About 2000 acres of good land still available for selection 
in these two parishes, bnt selection will be very slow until roads are opened into the back country. 
Several of the old selected lots have reverted to the Crown, bnt severnl of them have been 
re-selected in smaller areas. . 

. Parishes of Flowerclale and Preolenna.-About 5000 acres of good Janel still available for 
selection in these parishes. .Nearly all the large mcently surveyed lots have reverted to the Crown, 
but most of these, I foel sure, will be again selected in smaller areas, owing to the ve1·y easy terms 
now granted to selectors. The principal roads that require opening are as follows :-From l<'lower­
dale to Calder, across the Inglis River; the Main Flowerdale Hoad, west of the Rive1· Inglis, has 
lJeen opened for some thee miles, but requires extending towards the Dipwood Range ; and the 
road from the Flowerdale Road to the Sisters Hills. This latter road has been opened at both ends, 
and only about three miles remain to be opened to complete what ,vould be a most useful i·oad, 
and "·ould give access to the recently selected lands. "Improvements on the old selections ham been 
ve1Y g;enera.l. 

• ]>arishes of Qu.iggin an:l Calder.-About 3000 acres, including those selections that haYe 
rnverted to the Crown, of good agricultural land still available for selection. Some fow lots ham 
been recently surveyed, and improvements 'have been, generally speaking, extensive. The Calder 
Road requires extending to the Moore's Plains (south) and across the Calder, River (west), to girn 
a more direct outlet to those lots that have been selected and improved, and also to the good Crown 
land in the Parish of Preolenna. :No new selection has taken place, but old lots considerably 
improved, grassed, and fenced. 

Parish of Yolla.-About 4000 acres good agricultural land still open for selection. The 
Moore's l)lains Road requires to be further extended. The branch road through Hnffin and 
Roberts' lots should be opened to connect with the ,v aratah Road. A faw selections have reverted 
to the Crown, but these will be again selected. 

Parishes of" Lewis and EZLiott.-A small area of good land only remain!? for selection. Some­
few lots have reverted to the Crown ~nd most of thorn have been re-selected and scrnbbecl. The 
road along- the western bank of the River Cam requires opening and extending south. Improve­
ments ha Ye been generally extensive. 
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Parishes of Oonah and Takone.-These two Parishes are too far back from the coast_to receive 
much attention at ·the present time. A large area of good agricultural land is still open for 
selection. No new lots ha\'e been applied for, and the old ones have either reverted·. to the Crown 
or are in a state of nature. Some first-class ]and is to be found near the Cam and St. Mary's 
Rivers, and a few lots have recently been selected on the west branch of the St. Mary's River. 

Parishes of Stowport and Natone.-About 2400 acres of good land still available for selection, 
Some few lots have reverted to the Crown. The road to the east of the Chasm Creek will 
have to be extended before the land is likely to be selected. Great progress has been made m 
improving those lots still held, and the District generally may be said to be doing well. 

District of Franhlin.-Mr. -E. G. Innes, District Surveyor, reports as follows:-
In forwarding my annual report I am miable to give the number and area of ,lots surveyed in 

my district for·the year 1_896, owing to my having been absent upon other work in another portion 
of the Colony the g-reater portion of the.year. 

Lands available for Selection.-In the County of Kent, and the numerous parishes forming 
that division of the district' under my charge, there are still large areas. of land suitable for agricul­
ture, the greater portion of which is heavily timbered, and, I am sorry to say, generally locked up, 
owing to want of roads or other means of access. The available land near the various roads 
throug·hout the district having been mostly selected, and i11 most instances settled upon, fresh 
selection will not take place to any extent until the land is opened up by means of roads, &c. This 
is notably the case in the Parishes of Leith bridge, Honeywood, Price, and Thanet. In the County 
of Buckingham, Parishes of Bedford, Pedder, and Bagot there is very little good land fl.vailable for 
selection, what there is being generally second-clm;s land, and -only us8ful to the holders of the sur­
rounding lots. Upon South Bruni Island there is still a good area of fine land, but as the greater 
portion of it is carrying timber of a valuable description, it is not desirable to push selection until 
such time as the timber has been removed for market purposes. 

Roa_ds 'and Trachs required.-Extensions of the following roads are required to facilitat.a 
settlement:-

In the Parish of Leith bridge an extension of the road up the valley of the River Huon; also 
of the road known as the New Road, Franklin. 

Parish of Honeywood, an extension of the road known as Nimmo's Road to Cnnvn lands; 
also an extension of the 8cott's Rivulet Road towards the River Arve, and also the road. known c.S 
the Arve Road. 

In the Parish of Price, an extension of the Kermandie V aUey road to Crown lands beyond the 
selections of Messrs. Geeves and others. 

Parish of Thanet, an extension of the road through the select.ions of the Messrs. Clennett to 
the Crown land in the vicinity of the main branch of the Dover Rivulet. , 

A road is also required, to commence near the bridge over the River Esperance at Raminea, 
and g·oing· in a westerly direction up the valley of the Esperance, to operi the Crown _lands in 
that vicinity. · 

Trac/1.~.--A.. track is urgently required to connect Port Esperance with the sou_th-west coast of 
Tasmania, in the vicinity of Port Davey, with a short branch to Cox's Bight. There are known 
mineral fields in the vicinity of Cox's Bight where a limited number of mine1·s have been obtaining 
tin for some years past, and tl1e country in the vicinity of Port Davey and the Arthur Range has 
every indication of· being mineral-bearing. If a track were cut good enough f0r foot traffic con­
necting Port Davey with Cox's Bight and Port Esperance, it would open up a tract of country at 
present almost unknown, and ·give prospectors and .others a means of reaching civilization when 
their supplies began to fail, or in the case of accident or sickness in a party. 

At the present time if a party is landed from a steamer or sailing craft upon the coast in tbe 
vicinity of the places mentioned, they have to either take the chance of a passing· craft seeing them 
when they want to ret.m·n, or make their way overland either towards Macquarie Harbour or 
down the Hnon Valley by way of the Picton track. A track from the head of .Bathurst Harbour, 
the east arm of Port Davey, to Port Esperance, would be a much nearer means of reaching 
civilization than either of the routes mentioned. This trnck could also be made nse of to reach 
Adamson's Peak for t1·a:nsit purposes, as it would of necessity pass over the Adamson Rang·e in the 
vicinity of the Peak, and all that would be wanted would be a slwrt branch to reach the top of the 
mountain. · 

. Rate of Progress.-Like the greater portion o_f Tasmania, 1 am afraid there is very little 
progress to chronicle in the Huon district during the past year; the low rates ruling for fruit, one of 
the staple industries, has made things very bad for the growers in general. The timber trade, 
which in the earlier portion of the year was apparently improving, had again fallen off towards the 
end, consequently the rate of wages had to be reduced, and the output was limited. 

As these two articles are the principal products of the district, when there is a depression in the' 
trade all hands suffer, and it will account for the very low rate of progress that has been made during 
the time these depressions last. 

WILLIAM GRAHAME, JUN., 
GOVERNllIEN'.r PRINTER, TASMANIA. 


