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[ Rec'eived from MR. J. A. YouL. J 

To th.c Righi Honorable HENRY LAnoucHERE, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary .of 
State for the Colonies. 

THE ).\iEJ.\;I:ORIAL of the GENERAL AssocIATION for the AusTRALIAN COLONIES, adopted 
at a ~~eting held itL the City of London, on the 31st day of March, 1857; WILLIAM 
0.H;AiiL.Es W ENT"\VPRT~, ~squire, late lv.1:ember. of the Legislature of New South Wales 
for the City of Sydney, in the Chafr. · · 

-~¥.SPEOTFULLY .SH.0WETH: 

THAT, at the time the Constitution now in force for the Government of New South Wales was 
presented by its framers to the Legislature of that Colony, it was foreseen that a Federal Assembly 
-w~uld so~m he an indispensable bond of union for all the Colonies forming the Australian Group, as 
the subjoined extract marked (A) from the Report of the Committee appointed to prepare the Bill 
•:whi<;ili resul!ed ~ t~at Constitution, :will prove. 

That the same conviction was strongly impressed upon Earl Grey, as Srcretary of State for the 
,colonies, at a much earlier period, as clauses for the establishment of a Federal Assembly were 
jntrpduced by him into the previous Bill for the government of the Australian Colonies, though these 
.c:~l:l,11ses were s_ubsequently abandoned by his Lordship from difficulties which occurred, or were 
.suggested, in the progress of that !Ileasure through the House of Commons. 

That the want of. a Federal authority has been already felt in regard to the establishment of 
Light-houses in Bass's Straits, to the collection of Custom Duties on the River Murray, which in­
tersects the three colonies of South Australia, Victoria, and New South "\'Vales, and to the construc­
.t.ion of atL Electric Telegraph between Adelaide and Melbourne. 

That, although the Light-houses so indispensable for the safety of numerous Vessels that are 
. constantly navigating B_ass's Straits, have, it is believed, at last been undertaken, under arrange-· 
. ments made after considerable delay, expense, and difficulty, among the colonies bound, in justice, to 
_coJ]trib,ute to. their erection and support, and although the Electric Telegraph between Adelaide and · 
:Melbcmrne is about to proceed, under a similar arrangement, it is evident that all such arrangements 
must be uncertain and up.satisfactory, so long- as the Federal sanction necessary for their legalization 
js :w:3:nting.. · · · 

That, .althoagh by .a similar arrangement between the Governments of South Australia, Victoria 
,and New .South W.ales, the Custom Duties payable on commodities conveyed to those Colonies by 
jµe Rtver Murray are collected in South Australia, and divided among the Governments of those 
. -thrn~ Colonies, .the result of this clumsy contrivance is, that the Duties only which are payable by 
· ~3:w in the Colo.ny of S~uth Australia can be levied there, and that hence the Colonists of Victoria 
and New South Wales, consumers of those commodities, pay a greater or less amount of Duty than , 
.are leviable by law in the Colonies to which they respectively belong·, and in some instances pay· 
;pu~ies on com.modities not subje~t in the,ir own Colonies to any duty .at all. 

T~at, 1111~er these circumstances, it is-not to be wondered at that a strong feeling of discontent 
,slioulcj. be _growing up .among the Inhabitants of these Colonies ; from their being compelled to resort 
,,t'q · ~uch . indirect, tedious, and illegal expedients in substitution of that Federal authority, without 
jyhicli t~ejr several constitutions must continue incomplete, as regards all measures and undertakings 

:?Y~fch.re9,~ii:e.~l10 joint action and co-operation of any two or more of them. · · 
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That the amount of inconvenience arising from this want of a Federal authority may be col­
lected :from the speech of the Hon. Mr. E. Deas Thomson, delivered by him on the 29th of October 
last, in the Legislative Council of New South Wales, in his capacity of'Vice-president of the Execu­
tive Council, and as representing in that House the opinions of the Parker Ministry; in which 
speech there is an enumeration of seven matters requiring immediate· Federal action. Vide 
extract B. 

That in tlrn subjoined extract from the Melbourne Argus of the 4th November last, an influen­
tial and widely-circulated paper in Victoria, the necessity for establishing at once a Federal Assembly 
is strongly insisted upon. Vide extract C. , 

That it is understood that this necessity has been strongly represented by the Government of 
South Australia; and it may be presumed, although Hesponsible Government is only jui;t beginning 
to take effect in the Australian Colonies, that such representatio_ns have been general, from the 
Governors of the Colonies composing the Australian Group, to Her Majesty's Secretary of State for 
the Colonies. 

That your Memorialists humbly conreive, that it is the. duty of the Imperial Government to 
anticipate the wants of its Colonies, to see that their Institutions keep pace with their wants, and not. 
to defer an indispensable enactment like this, until grave inconveniences arise, and produce, as they 
assuredly must, universal dissatisfaction and complaint. · 

That a Federal Assembly can only originate in an Act of Parliament directly constituting such 
a body, or giving the Legislatures of the different Colonies, now or hereafter composing the Australian 
group, or any two or more of them, a permissive power to form or join such a Federation, when, and 
as they may think fit. 

That the latter course is that which your Memorialists would press upon your attention as the 
most desirable, if not the only practical course which can now be adopted; but that, in their opinion, 
a complete equality of representation, as between all the Australian Colonies, should be insisted upon, 
without reference to the extent of their population, in any Federal Assembly that may be formed. 

That this principle of equality is quite as indispensable to tlrn fair representation of these 
Colonies in a Federal Assembly, as it is to the fair representation of the several States of America 
in the senate of that country; and that the adoption of any other principle would tend to the undue 
debasement and detriment of the weaker Colonies, and to the unfair exaltation and advancement of 
the stronger. 

That, in the opinion of your M ernorialists, a permissive Act of Parliament, which would enaL]e 
, any two or more of these Colonies to depute an equal number of persons to be selected by or from 

each Legislature to form a convention, with power to create a Federal Assembly, and to define, as 
far as possible, the various subjects to ~vhich thi5 federal action should extend, is all the Parliamentary 
interference that is required; and that, in our opinion, this obj,ect would be. accomplislied by the 
passing of some such Bill as is subjoined,. (marked D.) 

That in the event of any jealousy arising in the Colonies in respect to the place for holding the 
Federal Assembly, or the power of any Governor to assent to or dissent from its acts, these jealousies,. 
we submit, might be got riJ of in the first instance by making the Assembly perambulatory (as 
suggested in the article from the Argus), and giving t.he veto to its acts only to the Queen; but as. 
the Bill subjoined does not contemplate or allow any Federal Revenue, properly so called, to be at 
the immediate disposal of the Federal Assembly, and as it will be little more,. under these circum-­
stances, than a Court of Registry for its own acts, it is not conceived that the Colonies generally will 
feel much interest in its locality. The subjects it has t.o legislate upon are few and· its Sessions will 
be short. Each Colony represented in this Assembly ought to bear a quota of the expense neces­
sarily attendant upon it, as well as a jnst apportionment of the expenses attendant on those acts or· 
measures in which such Colony may be interested. 

That in the event of any supposed encroachments of authority by the Federal Assembly being· 
resi_sted by any of the Colonies submitted to its jurisdiction, the Privy Council might be resorted to 
in order to settle any sur.h difference, until the creation of a Court of Appeal for these Colonies 
generally, or, in the last instance, after the creation of such a Court. 

That your Memorialists do not consider it necessary to go into further details, as they do not 
desire that Parliament should legislate directly on this suhject,. and the necessary details connected 
with t 11e proper creation of a Federal Assembly will rest with the Convention to whom thi5 power 
may be delegated by the Colonial Legislatures, which doubtless will select the most competent men 
they possess for the discharge of this very important function. The perfection, too, of such details, 
·jn the first instance, will be of less importance if that permissive Act of Parliament, which your­
Memorialists request you to bring in and pass with all convenient speed, shall contain a powei: 
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enabling the Federal Assembly itself, after it shall be created, to supply any neces~ary details. which 
may be omitted in its original constitution. 

Signed, by order of the Meeting, 

W. C. ,vENTWORTH, Cltairman. 

A P P E N D I X. 

A. 

ONE of the most prominent Legislative measures required by this Colony and the Colonies of the Australian 
Group generally, is the establishment at once of' a General Assembly, to make laws in relation to the Inter-Colonial 
questions that have arisen or may hereafter arise in them. The questions which would claim the exercise of such a 
jurisdiction appear to be as follow:-

lst. Inter-Colonial Tariffs and Coasting Trade. 
2nd. Railways, Roads, Canals, &c, running through any two of the Colonies. 
3rd. Beacons and Lighthouses on· the Coast. 
4th. lnte1·-Colonial Penal Settlements. 
5th. Inter-Colonial Gold Regulations. 
6th. Postage between the said Colonies and England. 
7th. A General Court of Appeal from the Courts of such Colonies. 
8th. A power to legislate on all other subjects which may be submitted to them by Addresses from the Legis­

lative Councils and Assemblies of the other Colonies, and to appropriate to any of the above objects the 
necessary sums of money, to be raised by a percentage on the Revenues of all the Colonies interested. 

I 

As it might excite jealousy if a jurisdiction of this importance were to be incorporated in the Act of Parliament 
which has unavoidably become a necessary part of the measures for conlerring a Constitution on this Colony, in 
consequence of the detective powers given by Parliament to the Legislative Council, your Committee confine them­
selves to a suggestion that the establishment of such a body has Lecome indispensable and ought no longer to be 
delayed; and to the expression of a hope that the Minister for the Colonies will at once see the expediency of intro­
ducing into P.arliament, with as little delay as possible, a Bill for this express object. 

.Legislative Council Chamber, Sydney, 28th July, 1853. 
W. C. WENTWORTH, Chairman . 

B. 
EXTRAO'I' from theIIonorable MR. E. DEAS THol\ISON's Speech in tlte Legislative Council of Nerv 

South Wales, on the 20th ef October, 1856. · 

"THE time, I look upon it, i, not far distant when the Colonies will adopt some Federal arrangement, and by 
this means a Tariff congenial to all may be agreed upon. The Land system may, in the same manner, be settled 
upon a good and sound basis, so that the different Colonies may not be found endeavouring, as it were, to outbid 
each other. A not.her matter whicµ ought alfilo to be settled with Victoria is the management of the Gold Fi.eld; and 
I will here observe that it is the intention of the present Government, so far as it is concerned, to adopt the policy of 
Victoria, which was found to work so beneficially. -The question of Postal .Communication could also be settled 
upon a Federal basis, as could also the subje.ct of International Railways. With reference to these, it is important 
that· some settlement should be come to as to the gauge to be adopted. In cases where the Electric Telegraph passes 
through various Colonies it might prove a ·subject for Federal arnngement; but there is one still more .important 
object, in which already some progres~ has been made, in obtaining the concurrence of the adjoining Colonies-that 
is, the settlemeut of Lighthouses on the Coast. Therefore there are seven great questions which ought to be submitted 
to some general Federal Assembly representing all the Australian Colonies." 
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c. 

· 1'' E D·E RAT I O N OF TH E C O LO N I ES. 

(Takenfrom tlte Melbourne Argus, Nov, 4, 1856.) 

So:ru:ETHING more than two years ago a series of letters appeared in the Sydney Moi·ning Herald, under the 
signature of "John Adams," respecting the Federation of the Colonies of this hemisphere. 'l'he importance of this 
measure has been demonstrated by experience. Since that time numerous illustrations have transpired of the 
inconvenience, loss, and obstruction which have resulted from the want of unity in the Australian Colonies. The 
question of Federation is not, howeve1:, unattended with serious difficulties. Its importance and desirableness is 
at once perceived-its 1iracticaliility becomes a question involving many considerations; some which will be 
determined by time, and others which will rather gain additional strength by delay. 

Whenever the question of Federation shall assume a practical shape, it must be determined where shall be the , 
seat of federal organization, and where the place of meeting for the Legislature. The perambulating system may, 
y,erhaps, for o. few years, meet the difficulty; but ultimately some definite locality must be chosen where we must 
deposit the staff of' federal power. It is probable that on the threshold the rival claims of different Colonies may 
<:reate an obstacle not easily overcome. It is clear the Home Government is not in a position to estab~ish Federal 
Government absolutely, .and without the dire'ct concurrence of the Colonies themselves. Whatever powers are 
deposited with the Federation must be abstracted from the Local Legisll\tures. Having once confided to their 
management these powers, it would be a matter of complaint were they withdrawn, except by their own consent. 

In any establishment of Federal Government, population and wealth must, both have their weight. It is quite 
clear that, if Federal Government were established without some balance, giving increased representation to remoto 
localities, the objection which prompted the separation of all the s1,1rrounding Colonies, from New South Wales, 
would oppose their reunion under any Local Government, 

The necessity for some Federal system has been demonstrated.so clearly by recent events, that we presume no 
sensible man will deny it any longer: '!'here are questions superior in moment to all others su!Jmitted to the Legis­
lative body, which cannot be limited to geographical bounds. The late attempt to tamper with the price of land 
,vas particularly objectionable, inasmuch as it would il)terfere, with the system established throughout the·whole of 
these Colonies, and throw every Colony individually into a fever'of dangerous, and, in the end, useless competition. 
It would have brought the various land-funds down to nothing, and, for a time, placed the Colonies of Victoria and 
1\fow Zealand, in relation to New South Wales, much in the position of rival coachmasters, who begin by luwering 
.the.rate, and go on until they take their nassengers for love, and finally crown their liberality by presenting them 
·with a glorioµs dinner." All this might be very amusing a~d exciting during its short-lived continuance, but could 
.not certainly establish their credit, or give any confidence in those who dealt with the competing proprietors. What 
is trµe with reference to the coaching system, holds good in reference to competition of Colonies: They cannot gain 
by each other's ruin. Those who trust them when they are entering into wild and spiteful rivalry will only c.ome 
in for a very small dividend. It is just for the same reason that the interference with the Tariff proposed by Mr. 
Cowper would be especially reprehensible. ,ve have our Commercial system dovetailed with th&.t of every adjacent 
Colony ; our capital goes further by the freedom and facility o! trnnshipment; the Jnercantile houses themselves are 

to a very considerable extent but co-partneries. Thus, any tampering with our commercial system is not merely to be 
deprecated as a violation offree-tmde, and the imposition of a disproportionate burden upon labour, but especially as 
a disturbance of commercial confidence, the consequences cif which cannot be po;:sibly foreknown. ,v e have.already 
seen the importance of some arrangement to harmonise the customs of the different Colonies. The 1iressure of this 
subject will increase when Moreton Bay is severed from New South Wales. The absurdity of that separation would 
be enormously augmented were the rival Governments to thwart each other ii). every other form of petty opposition, 
or, for the sake of' gaining a few pounds only, to harass the border trade, and beset the rivers with custom-houses and 

. 1n·eventive men. W.e shall have reproduced all the annoyances aJid follies of the Murray River, unless some, arrange­
ment be made beforehand to prevent such lllischjef. There are innumerable other points of contact where the 
interests of the Colony unite, and.where rival Governments have iugeniously established.points of contradiction and 
collision; 'rhe Postal arrangements, the establishment of'.L.ighthOI/-Ses, the formatioµ of Courts of Appeal, .the means 

·_of common, defence; the formation of.great, trunk LiileS · of . Railroad; the establishment of El~ctric Telegr11phs-all 
these are points where the interests of the Colonies·are one. We are not prepared to say that Tasmania is so deeply 

, ·concerned.· Thus any fellowship which that valuable dependency will.accept m1J.st pe defined by itself, aµd be,of its 
own seeking. : It is not at all desirable to thrust. upon an island not col).nected l).eces~arily with tl~e. Colonies of New 

: Holland, a-commercial and political sys tern which p~rhaps she may not.be incline!,! to prize. 

·: -Sµch are som!) .of the great puplic .r.easons. for ,s.eekfiig a combin11tion. of. Colo-qiul. interests, and preventing that 
, ::miserable. and mfachievou.s ,rivalry 1\'hlch wiJJ✓:iA?poverish. and obstruct them ~11. Were Federal Gove~nment 
·: established, its lapd system would be ,o.ne; its secµrities ,yoi,M propab)y be valued at a. higher price; its power to 

borrow.in• the J;,()nd.on market would be. ~:UgJI!.ented ,by it.s cQn!!urrent actjon ; gTeat works· would be simultane!lu;sly 
and unitedly undertaken; the Customs)J,ev(lnue.,vollld pe apportioned by rules which would approach as near to 
equality as it is possible to do under a system where the loss and gain of the different Colonies depend upon the 
:vigilance of the police or the expertness of sr,m1gglers. 

The question however remains, how shall .this· Federation be effected? We believe it might be accomplished, 
first by the action of the !Jome Government. A law should be passed enabling the Colonies to enter into engagements 



7 
for' defin'ei:l.-'purpose's'--of c·oui•se ·subject to the oversight ancl approval of the Crown. Having an enabling law and 
n·ot ·a·•compiils6ry eiiabtment~ they" could either allow the power to slumber, or put it· in motfon at•their pleasurP. 
If hvo Coloiiies:..:....say Moreton •iuid New-South Wales-chose to establish· a Fed1ii-ation, it· would· be valid so far as 
their interests were concerned. If, acting in a liberal spirit, the Governnients· of New South Wales and South 
Australia co-operate there can be no question that Victoria would speedily join. At some future time, when the 
Fed·erution had grown into its foll proportion, the nice. point$, which ore now enveloped in some difficulty would 
admit of solution. It would then be determinable whether Ne1v s·outh ,vales, or Victoria, or some-other place not 
yet known to fame, should he the seat of the foderul system. Or it might ultimately be found possible to· commit 
to each of the Gover11ment:s· tlie execution of the determinations of the general body, and thus avoid; for a time at 
least, anything more-than the-establishment of a mere chamber of registration·, which might be also a liigh court of 
appeal. 

Ail these 'are 1ioints·which require ·el\lboration;, l:iut nothing is more certain than that it· is imp:ossible for the 
Colonies ·to continue ·-as they- are-isolate·d antl antagonistic--liable to have- their commercial and land· systems 
violently shaken, in order that a feeble Ministry may realise the political capital req_uisite to retain them in power. 

D .. 

' 
JBILL TO: EMPOW'E]t THE' LEG-iSLATURES' OF' THE AUSTRALIA'.N' COLONTE~ TO 

FC>'R1\ir' A FEDERAL ASSEMBLY: 

Wii:EirnA'.s: it is expedient· to empower· the' sevfral Legislatures of. Jiew· South' W~les, Vfctoria, South 
'Australia, and: 'l'asmania; _ tcdorn'r a: Federal Assernbly .: Be it therefore enacted, &c., as follows:-

- 1 Any t'ivo or moi·e of the abov~mimed Legislatures ar~ hereby respectively empowere.d tQ _ select and 
depute a11.y•'[foui:] p'ef,sons, being Meiirb'ers ofeither of their Houses of'Legislaturn; or not Members thereof, 
to form a- Convention fo1· the purpose of creating a Federal Assembly, with all necessary powers· _ant.l 
incidents,. and such Federal Ai::sembly,. when so created,_shall hav-e power, from time to time, to amend its 
Coi1stitution;.·as: occasion· shall, req.uire, 

z Sucli' -Fed'eral·.A:ssemblj" shall hav'e full power and authority to make laws for such Fed~ral Colonies, 
ori the following su-bjects; viz,; Tariffs~ Light-houses, gauges of connecting Railways,_ Navigation of 
c'onnecting Rive1·s; Telegraphs communicating with any two or more Colonies, Postage between such 
Col'o'nies~. the u'p\Jet'or minimum price- of Land, management of the Gold0 fielcls, a common Coinage, Weights 
an'd Meli"sures~ General Defell'ce, a·Court of Appeal;, Penal Settlements,,and upon any: other subject which 
shall be· lawfully submitted" to such Federal. Assembly: by an_ address from- the Legislatui-es of the said 
Federal Colonies-- having an interest in the question.so submitted.-. 

3 'l'he tim:e a:nd place·ofholdin·g such Federal Assembly shall be fixed by the Governor-General, [o1' 
. Seido·,,., Gover)Z01• of' tke said Federal' Colonies,] and'the said G.overnor-Genrral, [or senio1' Governm·,J shall 
also have the power. to assent to or dissent from the acts of the saicl Feder,al Assembly.; and such,acts, notwith­
standing such assent, shall be subject to the disallowance of Her Majesty in· Counci'l, at any time within one 

_ 3:·ear. after.such assent thereto shalt have been given .. 

4 The said Federal Assembly. shall have powe1'. to appoint· a President at the commencement of 
each Session thereof,.and oftener, if a vacancy shall arise; and to fix the amount.of its own expenses, and the 
salaries_· of its o"ffi.cers, by acts to be-passed·from time to time and assented to as aforesaid. And all such 
expenses·atid sa:lai'ies, and all other expenses incident. to any act or, acts of the said Federal Assembly, shall 
Be a:ppoi·tioned by·such Assembly among the respective Colonies 1;eprrsented:in such Federal Assembly, in 
such proportions as such Assembly shall .direct';, and all such- expenses shall be provided for by the respective 
Legislatu:res: thereof a-ccordingly. 

s· In the event of any' one- or n'lore of the said Australian Coloni_es not- becoming- Members of this 
Fedei·ation in the fast in•sta·nce,-sueh Colony oi: Co'lonies, and any future Colony of the Australian group not 
:no\v in existence; ·and not being a· Penal Colony or settlement for, or consenting to, the reception of convicts 
or exiles from Great· Britain or elsewhere, may join such Federation,-; and have· the right of sending to the 
said Federal Assembly th'e same number of Rep1·esentati ves a:s shall .be· fixed for all the_ other Colonies repre­
sented in the said Federal Assembly: Provided the respective Legislatures of the Colony or Colonies so 
desiring representation then,in shall pa'ss an Act submittin•g such Colony 01· Colonies to the Federal jurisdic­
tion of such. As,;etiib'lt, 
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THE following is a Copy of a Letter received from tlte Rigltt Ho,norable HENRY LAnoucnERE, 

Se,cretary of State for tlte Colonies, in reply to tlte Memorial from tlie " General. Association to 
tlte Australian Colonies," requesting liim to bring a Bill into Parliament, empowering tlwsrt 
Colonies to f or"!l a Federal .Assembly. 

Sm Dorvning-st1·eet, May I6tli, 1857. 
' · I AM directed by Mr. Secretary Labouchere to acknowledge a Memorial presented by you, as Chairman 

of the General Association for the Atistralian Colonies, urging on Her Majesty's Government the importance 
of introducing into Parliament a Bill for the purpose of enablin~ the Colonies now compm;ing the Australian 
Group to form a Fedei·al Assembly for legislating on subjects ot common intei·est to them, upon the priq. 
ciple of equality of the number of Delegates from each Province. . 

2. Mr. Labouchere has considered the statements and arcruments of thfa Memorial with that attention 
which the great importance of the subject and the character of the signatures attached to it demanded. 

' . . ·. 

3. He is fully sensible of the inconvenience which has ·already b~en felt in some instances in Australia 
from the want of any means of joint action by the several Colonies, and he is aware that inconvenience of 
this kind is likf'ly to be experienced still more strongly in future unless some remedy be found for it. 

4. Nevertheless, after weighing, to the best of his ability, the reasons for and against the scheme 
submitted to him, he has arrived at the decided opinion that Her Majesty's Government would not in reality 
promote the object of the Memorialists by introducing such a measure as that of which the outlines are given 
in the Memorial, notwithstanding its purely permissive character, 

5. Without entering into all the objections to which it appears to him exposed, it may be sufficient to 
say that he cannot think it at all probable that the several Colonies would consent to entrust such large 
powers to an Assembly thus constituted, or to be bound by laws imposing taxation (such as is involved, for 
instance, in tariff arrangements), or in the appropriation of money, which is involved in several of the 
subjects of legislation suggested by the Memorialists; and, even if they were to consent in the first instance 
to the establishment of such a system, the further result would, in his opinion, very probably be dissension 
and discontent. He does not, therefore, think that Her Majesty's Government ought to introduce a 
measure of this character, although mei·ely permissive in its provisions, unless they are convinced that there 
is a reasonable prospect of its working in a satisfactory manner. Mr. Labouchere would not consider 
himself warranted in making such a proposal, unless he was both himself satisfied that it was founded on 
just and constitutional principles, and also that there was reason to believe that it was likely to be acceptable 
to the Colonies which were concerned in it. . 

6. Mr. Labouchere proposes to send copies of this Correspondence to the Governors of the several 
Australian Colonies for their information, and he will readily give hi:1 best attention to anyEluggestion which 
he may receive. from those Colonies in reply, with a view to providing a remedy for defects which experience 
may have shown to exist i11 their institutions and which the aid of Parliament is required to remove. In the 
meantime he cannot but hope that even if any attempt to provide for their joint action in a regular and 
binding manner, by the establishment of some general controlling authority, should be found impracticable 
or premature, yet that much may be done by negotiation between the accredited Agents of the severa_l Local 
Governments, the results iigreed upon between such Agents being embodied in legislative measures, passed 
uµifqrm}y al!,d in coµcert by the sever!!,l Legislatures. - · 

· · · J am, Sir, 
Your obedient Servant, 

HERMAN MERIVALE. 
W. C, WE.NTWORTH, Esquir(J. 

COPY of a Letter from the " General Association for the Australian Colonies" to tlte Rigltt 
Honorable Mr. LAnouCHERE. 

General .Association for tlte .Australian Colonies, 
Srn, London, 30tlt JJtlay, 1857. 

IN reply to your letter of the 16th instant, conveying to me, as Chairman of the General Association 
· for the Australian Colonies, Mr Labouchere's decision on the Memorial presented to him some time since by 
a deputation from that body, urging upon him the importance of at once introducing a Bill into Parliament, 
to enable the Colonies of the .Australian group to form a Federal Assembly, with power to legislate upon 
subjects of common interest to them, I have the honor to state, that I have been directed to express the 
regret of the Association at the delay which Mr. Labouchere's proposed reference to the Governors of those 
various Colonies will unavoidably occasion, and their hope that this reference will be made as speedily as 
possible, so that the opinions and suggestions of the several Colonial Legislatures on the important matters 
which the Memorial involves may be obtained previously to the next meeting of Parliament. 

HERMAN MERIVALE, Esqufre, 

J have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your most obedient Servant, 

JAMES BARNARD, 
GOVERNMENr PRINTER, TAl:JII~NIA, 

W .. c. W~NTWORTH. 


