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Offece of Lands and Worlls, 12th January, 1886. 
'SiR, . . 

REFERRING to "the·,0orrespon'dence which has ·taken pla'ce on :the·,subject. of-·:the ,proposed 
purchase of the Mount Cameron Hydraulic Tin Mining Company's \Vater Race by this Govern

)heht,nI ,have·the ·horror-to inforin· you -thaMhe condition's" ·imposed in, ·Claus·e 3 · oCthe. act-'49 Viet. 
-No. '42 ip'reclude: the: Government from entertaining thei J)l'O}lOSaVniadec:by ;you. !Fhe ·: Government 
"·are-impressed witldhe -in\porfance of'the wo:rk ,being cari·ied 1outiand will: take ,immediate steps ,to 
secure fuller and more accurate information with a view to again .,submitting, the ,·qhestioh. to 
Parliament during the next Sessibn. 

I have, &c. 
NXCHOIJAB ·a. ,}jucl"WN, 

Minister of Lands and Works. 

JAMES FowLER, Esq., Secretary Mount CamPron Hydraulic Tin ."1:Jining Co., 
56, Queen Street, Melbourne. 

Sm, 

Tands dnd''W01;lis'Offece, ·1ih Bepter!tlJer, '-iss6. 
:Pfopos~d 'S'ale fo Tasm·auian Government of Mount Cameron Company's "\Vater-race. 

REFERRING to previous Correspondence on the above subjP.ct, I have the honor to inform you 
that since the matter was under consideration last year further enquiry has shown ·that a, better race 
than that constructed by your.,Company can ·be obtained at.a,moderate cost; such a raee will.possess 
many advantages supei·ior to those which could be obtained by the purchase of your Company's 

·TaCfl, 

Befoi·e arriving at a decision as to exact shape in which the proposal to complete the race shall 
be submitted to Parliament during the Session, the Government will be glad to be placed in 
possession of your Company's views as to the present value of the race to you, bearing in mind the 
alternative proposal above alluded to. 

I have,-&c. 
NICHOLAS J. BROWN, 

.:.llinister of Lands and Works. 
H: J. Dmrn, ,Esq., Launceston. 

Launceston, September 9th, 1886. 
Sm, . . 

I ·:kAv:i;: the honor to ackn6ivledgti receipt of your favour of the 7th instant, ai'1d note contents . 
. Conimrinicated with Melbotfrne,-and wired ·you 'this day. Have your reply, to which I hope to 

,vire a definite 'answer OIi Satrirday,"or will s·ee ·you personally 'on Mon.clay evening. 

Referring to the subject-matter of your favour of 7th instant, I would. ·beg respectfully 
to remind you that. it was considered by the Company that their offer to the Government last 
Session met with their aprirobation, the vote only being thrown out by opposition in the Legislative 
·Council, consequently no other value had been considered, such not having been thought required; 
however, your favour of the 7th is now under consideration. [f you would _kindly supplement ymrr 
favour of the 7th by affording some idea of what sum ,vouia he deemed s1iffi.cien'.t, it wo111d "tend .fo 
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expedite a conclusion. I would respectfully submit that the officers and engineers of the Company·· 
state that no better route exists for a race than that surveyed for the Company and partly-· 
constructed, which construction gives an immediate revenue alm(?st sufficient, I have b~en informed,. 
to pay interest upon the purchase of Company's race. The race now constructed is available for a 
large area of stanniferous ground, so that an immediate benefit would be afforded claim-holders, 
whilst the construction of a new race would mean a delay of from quite eighteen months to two 
years, possibly longer. · 

I have, &c. 
H.J. DEAN, 

Agent Mt. Cameron Hydraulic. T. l,1. Co •. 
HoN. N. ,J. BROWN, Minister qf Lands, Hobart. 

Mount Cameron Tin Mining Company, Limited, 
56; Queen-street, Melbourne, 9tli September, 1886.· 

Sm, 
Now that Parliament has assembled for business, I have the honour to request that the· 

pmchase of the Mount Cameron Race be as quickly disposed of as possible. 

The high price of tin should render all doubt as to the value of the property at an end; and the · 
great advantage of a cheap and liberal supply of water to the success of mining in the district, both, 
away in the terrace land near the intake and also in that richer land below the "saddle," can be·· 
easily and permanently secured. 

I have, &c. 
To tlte Honorable NICHOLAS J. BROWN, 

Minister of Lands, Hobart. • 

Hon. N. J. BROWN, Minister of Lands. 

JAMES FOWLER.. 

TELEGRAM. 

HAVING communicated with Melbourne re vVater Scheme, w'hen is the latest time for an, 
answer to your favour of the seventh? Kindly reply by wire. 

H.J. DEAN. 
Launceston, 9tlt September, 1886 .. 

TELEGRAM, 

H. J. DEAN, Esq., Launceston. 
As I make my Public \Yorks Statement at 4 o'clock Wednesday next, I should like to have· 

reply as to water-race as long before that time as possible. 

TELEGRAM. 

H. J. DEAN, Esq., Launceston. 

NICHOLAS J. BROWN. 
9tlt September, ] 886. 

IN reply to your letter of the 9th inst., I am advised that the portion of the race constructed by· 
the Company would, under altered circumstances, be worth about three thousand five hundred 
pounds to the Govemment. ' 

Srn, 

NICHOLAS J. BROWN .. 
lOtlt September, 1880. 

Launceston, 11 tli September, 1886.•. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of your telegram of this day, contents of which, 
wired Company, to which I expect instructions to negptiate in person. :Might I trespass on your· 
kindness further by asking you to wire me, on receipt of this, the latest time that would be convenient 
for me to visit yom· city? I could be in Hobart to-morrow night, but would prefer Monday night;. 
however, am at your command.· 

I have, &c. 
H.J. DEAN, 

Agent Mount Cameron Hydraulic T. 111. Co. -
Hon. N. J. BROWN, Minister of Lands, Hobart. 
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To His Excellency Major Srn G. C. STRAHAN, Governor, and to the 
· Members of the Executive Council of Tasmania. 

WE, the undersigned, Miner5 and Residents of Mount Cameron, herewith humbly petition

That the Mussel Roe Water Scheme, which was passed last Session by Parliament, shall again 
be brought before Hon. Members at an early date, so that there shall be no more delay in com
pleting the work than is actually necessary. 

During the recess we have used our utmost endeavours to show that the Race is of vital 
importance to the success of the district, and have also courted the strictest investigation as to the 
value of the large area of stanniferous ground lying idle for the want of water. 

Amongst others who were invited to see and judge for themselves, were the Hon. the Minister 
of Lands and the Hon. James Smith, M.L.C. These gentlemen accepted our invitation, and in the 
limited time at their disposal visited part of the district commanded by the proposed Race. 

With such a large amount of evidence in favour of the scheme, your Petitioners would humbly 
pray that the matter be laid befoi•e Parliament at as early a date as possible. 

And your memorialists will ever pray. 

[ Here follow 48 signatures.] 

Launceston, 22nd September, 1886. 

Re Mount Cameron Hydraulic Company's Water-race. 
Srn, 

IN continuation of correspondence upon the above subject, I have the honor to inform you that 
since my interviews with you, have been in communication with the Company, and also forwarded 
them a copy of Mr. :aurke's Report.* 

I am authorised to state that in the opinion of the Company's Directors the report is unfair,. 
and in part contradictory of the evidence given last year. It will be in your recollection, probably, 
that·rnany of the witnesses, including Mr. Burke, spoke highly of the Company's race and the route 
it traversed, the surveyors or engineers who laid it out being· complimented upon their work. 

In conversation with yourself last week on the subject of the Company's water-right, the Great 
Mussel Roe was mentioned, when, if I am correct, you stated the Company had no right to water 
from that source. The manager of the Company wires that you must have been under a 
misapprehension as they possess the right to sixty (60) sluice-heads from that river, and upon these 
rights the rent is paid to the 1st of July next .. Under these circumstances the Company consider 
the concession they proffered to make off last year's agreed price a very liberal one, and only 
conceded becam,e, owing to expected sale to the Government of the race, the mining business of the 
Company has virtually closed. I am therefore authori1,ed to offer to the Government the Com
pany's races and water-rights for the sum of five thousand five hundred pounds sterling· (£5500) 
cash, the purchase to be ratified by the Government immediately upon the vote passing the 
Houses of Parliament, and payment to be made to the Company upon satisfactory transfers of the 
property being tendered by the Company to the Government. 

Should you desire the offer m·ade more fully, or any other information regarding same other than 
you now have, I shall be most happy to forward it. 

I am, &c. 
H.J. DEAN, 

Hon. N. J, BROWN, Minister. of Lands, Hobart. 
Agmt J1t. Cameron Hy~raulic T. 111. Co. 

" Parliamentary Paper No. 94, Se!sion of 1886. 

REFERRED to the Secretary of :Mines for his remarks upon the claim herein set forth for 60 sluice
heads from th!'! Great Mussel Roe River; also for a statement of the whole of the legal rights 
possessed by the Company. 

NICHOLAS J. BROWN. 
23. 9. 86. 

Tim Mount Cameron Hydraulic Tin Mining Company hold two grants, one for 60 heads from the 
Mussel Roe River, upon which rent is paid to 1st July, 1887, and the other for eight heads from the 
Little Mussel Roe River,_upon which rent ispaid to 1st July, 1886. Both rights are still in force, 



'bht'urlcle'r tIU?coiH:Iitiop"s ~l ~fli~):gr~ht's1b'6t~1 iir'e)fabl~''to·forfeitiite;-2the 60-head right for the reason 
that the graiit~es 1n'ave 1failed 1to tlse'tlie;wat~;-rigHrilir'a'.period of six months without permission 
(as a-fact•it-never has--been used), and the 8-head right for non~payment·of rent in•advance. 

rp,-,~BELSTEAiD, _'-Secfetary 10J ·Mincs. 
· 24. 9;'86. 

"I,~·:JnH6st'/Jn, "11Ji.t1L· 'sejJtiJ'lier, 'rss'6. 
Re Mount Cameron Hydraulic T. M. Co.'s Water-race. 

··s1k, . _ _ , 
I' HA v''E':thfnorior:tcf eiiclo's,e f6r·\y-01ir•ijefl.1sfu'.~ accomp'a'.'nying 1letter ·from 'the ·Manager· of 'the 

Company '.fo 1niyself. "In !"ad'diti6Ii 'fo1thtfreh1arks upon ,.~I:r. :Burke's rep·ort, I would -respectfully 
9raw .your attention t9 the comm~nts upon the good already attained by the construction of the 

'.Conip'aiifs"ra~e, wliich:q~s'proved\fli~ piacticability' of the··ro'ure'"ancl •open coun'tr.y, 'that -unless for 
the Company's energy miglit'have·still -lain°tlof1haiit. . 

'liam;·&c. 

, H.J. DEAN, -
J!gkfit'Mount Cameron Hydraulic T. M. Co. 

Hon. N. J. BROWN, Minister of Lands, Hobart. 

DEAR Srns, 

Mount Cameron Hydraulic Tin Mining Company, Limited, 
·56, Queen-'street, Melbourne, 23rd September, 1886. 

. . :Mr. Djre~tor~ !!r.e ,gl,'°eatl y_, ~isap~o~qte~ .tim~ th~ ~on:_, t~~1J\f_in_i~ter , ~ould not :see _pis _ ,vafto 
,,r.~coup :the ,C91~p?.:nY. ;t.4.~,. 'f:ater.~,r.1gl~t._ r~r.t~ .~t-1~.~~~, o~,:t!> h!lv~ ~d?e.1 ~o :the .:~µi~i1iit;, ~egardmg 
l\fr. Burke's report, whi'ch I have just read, I beg to poirit -out that it'is: admitted '!Jy, him. tliafthe 
" race is well adapted for its purpose; " that the physical feaHires of' 1tlie country ~d niit . of i:l'am 
.i;ons.tructiop... to ;c;<;ms,l:lr_y~_ ,~igh.t .~!1,tfr, _ ~.e, ·p~y_s ·a.)1igp. t_ri),)11,!i:: of,;w~_i!>e ~o. ,¥,r. Cjerk for his 

,·SUI'.V':lY,. 'fhIQ.h,_aJt.oge~IJ,er,~th,_ch~cJh.ng, cost,th1~;Q?rnp_aI1y,sever,al)~undr~.d :P?un,d.~:, _He a,cknow• 
:1e<:1g·~s in_ hjgh, ter_m_s.Mi:,,.Brow,n1

~ i:ntimate .:k)~ow.]!3dge __ 'o_f th~.}.~~iility?:ah<l,,.th.e C/Pligaiiohs he_-;,vas · 
under to hh~ -for_ ass~~t,an~e,, ''. the, x1J'.lue· o(~~ifi:h ·.can, oµly. be ·unde'rs~ooa_ by ar. ;Engineer_ who has '.to 
explore a broken and bushed country." For the k1iowledge thus gained this Company h'as had 'to 

_ip,iy. _:I _do not.111\det,standl}~fr:. :?ur~e to,r.~co1!1:r:ne71,_d !!-:.new.~ace,, ~ut. s\mply ~h~.t the~~ would be no 
· ,difficulty in. cons~u~ting ,,9n~, _but, J,ie add.s,.: the_" cost wCJ_uld ?e:. grep,t~r ~ho_v riimih ?) ._a~d the 
, present race w.ould l:Je;pract~cally_ u_sele~~. wh~c;h ,seems a pity, seemg that on the ,whole 1t IS well 

adap~ed -for :the pm,pose.'' . :ln":fact, ,he._pr~c~ically appro·ves:cif the p~rchase, but· warits a ·substantial 
;reduction in ~he_p}'.tc;~, i:mJqe grp_upd th.at t~_e Qq1np,~ny'.~ hiisiness was,;conaU:~ted_iri a most unhiisi
)iessjike ·and fastefn\.m.anper.,. } . can~pt bq~ _ regard :~his t9 b~ a ;mo.~t_ u_nju~ti~able.,asse~tion, ·_and 
. ·utterly at v;i.nance with tl,1e f3:cts, ,wher1 ·_due al{.9wa1,1ye ,1s m_ade for the rna~gufatwµ of a schem<:1 _of 
this magnitude in .an urn:ixplored_ co~ntry._ 

1 
¥r. Burke, goes on _to say that tlii_s Company did 

:pclsitive injury _to mini~g; &c .. I_ ha~~ ~requ~~tly poi.nted C?ut t,he c,ause~. ?f ·thy del_ay:,in _fi~isliipg_ the 
. water-race,-v1z., no 1n~an,s of en_fqrcmg _the mme-9,wn~rs to w9rk ; . the.pol,1cy enunciated and approved 
Jhat the Government should ·take the water supply into their own hands, ·and 'thEdast two·years' 
negotiatio_ns. 

_ ; It is really_ t9.o. ?~\I that th.~. 'reightof an. ?fficei; . .of t~u~ G<JVern ment slrn~ld so ,1!-dv_ers~ly criti~ise 
without any foundation the operntrons and busm~ss. of this Ooll!pany, .by ~l1o~e. enterprise and <'ap~tal 
it has been demonstrated that_ water from a high level can ·be gravitated from the ·intake at the -
Mussel Roe t_o the ,por~ of Ringaroohfa,'alid this has been the active means of opening up a large 
tin-bearing district' of imnie"r1se .extent. 

H. J. DEAN, Esq., Launceston. 
Yours truly, 

·JAMES ,.FOWtER, Sech!'tary. 

Melbd1Frne, ·27th September, 1°886. 
DEAR··sm, . 

IN 'coritin\.iation· of a few hurried remarks under date 2:.-.lrd September, ·r think it -ivould be well 
to bring' under:iiotice of the Honorable the Minister the following, if yon have not already done 
so:-

1st. ~r._ B.nrke all~gy_s that, the. new. i:aye would hav~ .certain advantages, viz. in<'reased 
;:"i!-~PMiFY:, .· -~t: #:"ap t4e 'ir'it1iftioµ 9f't~is §6fopany 'tq in'.creNse the.capacity bf ·race iibove 

_. :its;.pr~ie1jt /ntakfl t~·~ts ib'.t~k,e '.on·"tµe Gi:fat" ¥' hMel R.oe,. in)ii-'der to ·obt_ii.in, esf>ecially 
. at'ffooa fiines, ,vliter'to"suppl,Y tlfo'ntii'd·lyiiig hefo·eeh ·the '.Iv.l"ussel 'a1id. 'Blue Rh,.ers; 



'~f!,:~l1?~t 1?.;Ji!Y ['ft ttr'.t!~l~ty~ti1i 1~~t}Pe. ·~~t{1?\t!1~~e tinJf!~1b~~§§J1~-t: ,i:,;h.. ... ,. ,,.·.• ,.i;~p_,_,: .. x.lt P"" .. P .,., .. ,;r; .. Y .. tJi .,.,P., .. , .. ,i.nr1'•·•· . ., t,. .. , .. ,.~, .. ,.•,-: .. ,··•,~Ii•· ·'1 T··,. ··--·-
very easily e'iifarged; an'd. the fhim'ing "incre~sed 'by side-b~~r~i :: , ~ll,.tW~lf;M '.lif,~~: n'1e-Hi 
thought out by the company. As for erectmg a better class of fluming, I can only 
~~y ~.IJ~~'- tJ.w,, <l9\WJr,½°:!i°i~ .. !;\~- .r,y;C.9~flW.~,d~5!1, 8Y . N:~. ~,rn·Vi?,;, ._?f. rep; --~~~.h- Y.,ip~?.fian 

!~l~1i~Yh!~:·f ~i,j: a~fl~i' c
0

o1r 'p~ f~\J)lf rif ~;t~i:i1:~~~rrn;fi{f :t. ~;:~i~a}t!;~li}tl~ 
nothmg ; at all events the spare tmie of Mr. Brown 1s all 1t has cost; and- that nas 
been employed chiefly, if n<;>Lii.H,qg13,tl_Ier, in repairing the excavations in times of 
hE?-~l! 4°?.~.~'. , 

. -2nd, Mr. BurlF.e alleges.-that in the event of a new race being constructed, that the present 
one would be practically useless. I imagine he has ov.erlooked·.·. tp,~-,'fa~_t:. Jl::\a;t' tl;i.i,,~: 
company has secured the full_ v-0lume _ _of..the. summer supply in the Great Mussel 
Roe River, and on the completion of the present race any other race constructed to 
the same source of supply wouli_ p~,P,f?,.£,ti_cally useless for a great portion of the year. 
This company has recognised the" ·polfoy of the Government in the direction of 
assuming the water supply, but if the negotiations for: sale, and. p~~r,fo~se, be notr 
com plete<l I scarcely thi~k,JbaU!}~:; .i'i,P.l!:rnhs>l9gr.~ w.,_ill:: 4.~~itll-t~i lll:·. R.J-:.9..~e~~ing: ,The 
SHHP\y

0 
Rf. tirLdo~~ not keep pace with the demand, and everything is favourable 

foitli,i:l fU:t;ir,e, J'i'r,osfoi.~t~ of tpe s(l.heme being carried out . 
. •·''· .. ., •.. :,r., .-," ,·••.-• .,, . 'i 

Yours truly, 
JAMES FOWLER, Sec. 

H. J. DEAN, Esq. 

Launceston, 29th September, 1886. 
Srn, 

I HAVE the honor to forward for your perusal the enclosed letter from the Manager of the 
Mount Cameron Hydraulic Tin Mining Company in further refutation of Mr. Burke's report. I 
would respectfully draw your attention also to the fact that as the company was under the impression 
the Government would have renewed to Parliament the vote to purchase the company's water
races and rights for the sum of £7000, they did not take any steps to form a company to purchase 
in London, which they otherwise would have done, and carried through successfully, having 
received overtures from influential persons there to do so. Probably you will have noted through 
the Press a company has been formed in London to work the Montagu Tin Mining Company, West 
Coast, and as it was from the persons who floated this that overtures were received from (sic), you 
will unders_tand the company were.in a position to carry out all they state, refraining from doing so 
owing to what was considered by them an engagement with your Government. I would respect
fully request that if the vote passes the Legislatures you will give me an assurance that the 
Government will be prepared at once to .GJQ~e.:w.ith. .. {h.e .. ~QffiP-any at the reduced price offered by 
them to be accepted. Requesting an an·swer afyorir'earlie'st'convenience, 

I am, &c. 
H. J. DEAN, Agent Mount Cameron Hydraulic 1.'. M. Co. 

Hon. N. J. BROWN, Minister of Lands, Hobart. 

Lands and Works Office, 5th October, 1886. 

The Mount Cameron Hydraulic Company's Water-race. 
Srn, 

REFERRING to the Correspondence on the subject, and more especially to your letter of 22nd 
September last, in reg·ard to the claim of the Company to 60 sluice-heads from the GJ'eat Mussel 
Roe River, I desire to point out that the Manager of the Company is in error in stating that the 
Company has any right to 60 sluice-heads of water from that source. 

The grant under which he claims this has been for a long time liable to forfeiture, the grantees 
having failed to use the water-right for a period exceding six months,-in fact the water never has 
been diverted or the race cut under that right. 

In reply to your letter of the 29th ultimo, I have the honor to inform you that I have brought 
the subject of the purchase of your Company's Race by the Government under the ronsideration of 
the Cabinet, and I now offer you, subject to the approval of Parliament, the sum of £4000 (Four 
thousa~d Pounds) for the race construct~,4 ~Y. Y?lIJ-'. ,9._o_Illp_a~Y:i. and all rights and inter()sts ~~nnecte~ 
therewith. . ,. . _ · · · · 
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I shall be glad to have a reply at your earliest convenience, as the proposed vote for the 

.. work of completing the race, or of constructing an entirely new race, will have to be considered in 
Parliament within a few days. 

In the event of your accepting this offer the Government will be prepared to pay the amount 
named, £4000 (Four thousand Pounds), in cash after the proposal has been approved by Parlia
ment, and as soon as the money is legally available. 

I have, &c. 

H.J. DEAN, Esq., Launceston. 

TELEGRAM, 

H.J. DEAN, .Esq., Launceston. 
J\ihN1sTER would like answer not later than this day week. 

NICHOLAS J. BROWN, 
Minister of Lands and Works. 

'I. R. ATKINSON. 
Lands and Works Offece, Hobart, 6. 10. 86. 

WILU.UI '?ROMAS 6TRU'l'l'9 
~ &O'VE.lUfllBl!IT 1'1UNTBB1 T~U. 


