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REPORT.

Your Committee have had under their careful consideration the subject remitted to
them ; and they have arrived at certain Resolutions, which they submit to your Honorable
House, as follows :—

1. That the instruction contained in the Report of the Joint Committee of the
Legislature of this Colony in 1860—that a careful Survey of this Line of Rallway should
be made by a competent Engineer—has been fully complied with by the Promoters,
through the services of Mr. Doyne, a Member of the British Institute of Civil Engineers.

2. That it has been proved that the Country intended to be traversed by the Railway
is peculiarly adapted to the economical construction and working of the proposed
Railway; and, from the Evidence before the Committee, it appears that the sum
of £400,000 will be sufficient to cover the outlay necessary to complete the Line:
including interest at 6 per cent. during censtruction, and the payment of compensation.

3. That, looking to the extension of Railways in Victoria, it is absolutely essential
to the agricultural interests of the Western Districts, that they may be afforded Railway
Communication as set out by them in the Resolutions adopted at their Public Meetings,
and in their Petitions to both Houses of Parliament.

4. That, presuming the outlay to be limited to the said sum of £400,000, it appears
from the Evidence that the receipts after the first three years’ traffic may be estimated as
sufficient to cover the interest on capital at 6 per cent., and the working expenses.

5. That the abrupt termination of the Session of the Parliament has prevented the
Committee from giving sufficient consideration to the further instructions of the House
as: to the conditions to be embodied in any Bill for the construction and maintenance
of the proposed Railway.

Your Committee append the whole of the Evidence which they have taken during
the Session, and Copies of all Papers which have been laid before your Honorable House,

and before your Committee, on the subject of the proposed Railway from Launceston to
Deloraine ; and your Committee recommend that they be printed.

HENRY BUTLER, Chairman.

Committee Room, 16th October, 1862.
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MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEL.

“No. 1.

The Committee met at 11 .M. on Wednesday, 30th July, 1862.

Present—Mr. Dowling, Mr. Sharland, Mr. Balfe, Mr. Dodery, Mr. Maclanachan, Mr. Davies, Dr. Butler.
1. Mr. Dowling moved to the Chair. _ A
9. Plans of the proposed Railway and Road Districts laid before the Committee.

Witnesses to be summoned for the following days :—Sir Richard Dry; the Director of Public Works; Mr. Latouche ; Warden.
of Longford; A. F. Rooke, Esq.; H. Dowling, Esq., Thursday, at 11 o’clock.

The Committee adjourn at 1145 o’clock %o Thursday at 11 o’elock. |

S

- -No. 2.

14
The Committee met at 11 A.xM, on Thursday, 31st July, 1862.

Present—Mr. Douglas, Mr. Dowling, Dr. Butler, Mr. Maclanachan, Mr. Grant, Mr J. Meredith, Mr. Davies, Mr. Sharland,
Mr. Balfe, Mr. Colonial Treasurer.

1. Dr. Butler was moved to the Chair.
2, Mr. Henry Dowling called in and examined. ' i
Certain Papers and Returns handed in, and ordered to be printed, for the information of the Committee only.

Question put—That the following Witnesses be .summoned :—8ir R. Dry; Mr, Rooke; Mr. Dodery; Mr. Latouche,
for Tuesday, at 11; Mr. Nichols; Director of Public Works. Carried.

The Committee adjourn at 12:40 to Tuesday next, at 11.

No. 3.

The Committee met at 11 A.M. on Tuesday, 5th August, 1862.
Present—Dr. Butler, Mr. Dowling, Mr. Dbuglas, Mr. Maclanachan, Mr. Sharland, Mr. Allison, Mr. Dodery, Mr. Davies, Mr. Balfe,
1. Mr. La.touche called in and examined. ,
. Ordered, that the evidence of Mr. Latouche be printed for the use of the Committee.

3. Ordered, that Mr. Falconer be summoned for Thursday ; and M1 Button, Mr. Rooke, Mr. Dodery, and Sir Richard Dry
Carried. )

" 4. The Committee adjourn at 1°10 to 11 on Thursday.

NO\. 4.

The Committee met at 11 A.M. on Thursday, 7th Auguat 1862.

P1e ent—Ml Dowling, Mr. Sharland, Mr. Dodery, Mr. Maclanachan, Mr. Butler, Mr, Douglas, Mr. Grant, Mr. Allison.
1. Dr. Butler took the Chair. -

2. Hon. W. 8. Button called in and examined.

3. Mr. Falconer called in and examined.

The Committee adjourn-at 1:40 to 11 to-morrow.

. L. No. 5.

The Committee met at 11 o’clock A.M. on Friday, 8th Angust, 1862.
Present—Mr. Dowling, Mr, Sharland, Mr. Butler (in Chair), Mr, Maclanachan, Mr. Doderjr, Mr. Davies, Mr. Balfe, Mr. J. Meredith.

‘1, Mr, Falconer’s Tvidence of yésterday read over to him, and corrected ; and he was further examined,
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{Discussion having ensued on a portion of Mr. Falconer’s Evidence, the witness vwas réquésted to withdraw.)
2, Petition from 11 persons at Patterson’s Plains laid before the Committee. ‘
3. Contract and Correspondence with Mr. Doyne as to the Survey to be laid on the Table.
4. Mr, Latouche to be summoned for Tueéda); next at 11, -
5. Apply to Colonial Treasurer for N.S.W. Railroads.

The Committee adjourn at 115 to Tuesday at 11. ~

, : No. 6.

The Committee met at 11 o’clock on Tuesday, 12 August, 1862.

;Preseﬁt——Mr. Dowling, Mr. Shar]and, Mr. Maclanachan, Mr. Dodery, Mr. Grant, Mr, But_lér, (in Chair), Mr. Davies.
{. Mr. W..Archer’s Letter put in by Mr, J. Meredith, and read. '

¢. Mr. Latouche called in and examined.

B. Sir R. Dry called in and examined.

4. Mr. Guerin, Mr. Scott, and Mr. Donald Cameron to be summoned to give Evidence before the Commitiee.

A Special Comniittee to be summoned for Thursday at 11.

The Commxttee adjourn at 130 to Thursday at 11.

Mr. Guerin and Mr. Scott to be summoned for Thursday at 11

No. 7.

The Committee met at 11 o’clock on Thursday, 14 August, 1862.
Present—Mr. Sharland, Mr. Grant, Mr. Dowling, Mr. Douglas, Mr. Maclanachan, Mr. Davies, Mr. Dodery, Mr. Allison.
1. Mr. Davies moved to the Chair. -

. Mr. Sharland moved, that Green and Muirhead, Toll-gate keepels at the Westbury Gate and the Main Gate, be sumnmoned
for 'l‘uesdav next at 11, .

3. Mr. Douglas moved, that Mr. Dowling and Mr. Sharland be a Sub-Committee to prepare Interrogatories to be submitted
to Mr. Guerin on the su‘bJect of his Surveys, with a request that he will verify s answers before a J.P. Carried.

4, Telegraph to Mr. James Scott to attend on Tuesday at 11 o’clock.

5. Mr. W. Archer’s Letter, 4th August, 1862, again read.

Mr, Sharland moved that he be summoned for Thursday next at 11, or time most convenient to himself. Carried.
Mr. Donald Cameron to be summoned on Thursday. '

G. Agreement with Mr. Doyne read.

7. Mr. Dodery, M.H.A., examined.

8. Mr. Douglas, M.H.A., examined. ’-

9. Mr. Rooke M.H.A., examined.

The Committee adjourn at 1'15 to Tuesday next at 11.

No. 8.

The Committee met at 11 o’clock on Tuesday, 19th August, 1862, _
"?resent—Mr. Sharland, Mr. Dowling, Mr. Douglas, Mr. Maclanachan, Mr. Balfe, Mr. Davies, Mr. Colonial Treasurer,
1. Mr. Balfe moved to the Chair. Mr. Grant.
2, James Scott, Esq., called in and examined.
3. Report of Board of _Works, Launceston, read to Committee.
4. Mr. Sharland moved that the Committee adjourn till to-morrow, at eleven,
Mr. Dowling objected on account of presence of a Constable, Witness from Launceston,

Question put on adjournment, and carried.

The Committee adjourned at a quarter to two,
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No. 9.

The Committee met at 11 o’clock on Wednesday, 20th August, 1862, ’
Present—Mr. Balfe, Mr. Dowling, Mr. Sharland, Mr. Maclanachan, Mr. Douglas, Mr. J. Meredit;.
1. Mr. Balfe was moved to the Chair.
2. Mr. Scott attended the Committee.
Mr. Balfe having retired, Mr. Maclanachan was moved to the Chair.
3. Mr. John Green, Toll-keeper, Prospect, called in and ex.\amined.
4. Mr. Gale ordered to be summoned for to-morrow, 'alt Eleven.

The Committee adjourned at 1-20 till to-morrow, at Eleven.

No. 10.

The Committee met at 11 o’clock on Thursday, 21st August, 1862.
Present—-Dr. Bdtler, Mr. Sharland, Mr. Maclanachan, Mr. Dodery, Mr. Dowling, Mr. Douglas, Mr. Grant.
1. Mr. William Archer’s letter of 4th July, 1862, again read.

2, A number of questions were proposed by Mr. Sharland, Mr. Maclanachan, and Mr. Dowling, to be put to Mr. \¥. Archr
of Cheshunt.

The Committee adjourned at a quarter to One to Tuesday next at Eleven.

No. 11.

The Committee met at 11 A.M. on Tuesday, the 26th August, 1862.
Present— Myr. Dowlig, Mr. Douglas, Mr. Dodery, Mr. Maclanachan, Mr. Sharland, Mr. Davies.
1, Mr. Davies in the Chair.

w

. Donald Cameron, Esq., called in aud examined.

. Mr. Maclanachan took the Chair on Mr. Davies leaving.

>~ W

. Mr. W. Archer to have a copy of his letter to Mr. Meredith.
5. Mr. W. H. Clayton to be summoned for Thursday, at Eleven.

The Committee adjourned at 1°40 to to-morrow, at Eleven.

No. 12.

The Committee met at 11 A.x. on Wednesday, the 27th August, 1862.

Present —Mr, Dowling, Mr. Dodery, Mr. Davies, Mr. Balfe, Mr. Sharland, X\'Ir. Maclanachan, Mr. Douglas, Mr. Butlef
1. Mr. Maclanachan was moved to the Chair.

2. Mr. Guerin to be summoned to attend the Committee (M. Dowling), care of Mr. Phinn, House of Assembly, Victoria,

The Committee adjourn at 12 to 12 to-morrow.

No. 13.

The Committes met at 12 o’clock on Thursday, 28th August, 1862.
Present—Mr. Dowling, Mr. Sharland, Mr. Butler, (in the Chair), Mr. Dodery, Mr. Douglas, Mr. Maclanachan,
1. W. H. Clayton, Esq., called in and examined.

The Committee adjourn at 2'5 to to-morrow at 12,
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No. 14.

The Committee met at 11 A.». on Thursday, 11th September, 1862.
. i
Present—Mr. Maclanachan, Mr. Douglas, Mr. Dowling, Mr. Sharland, Mr. Dodery, Mr. Butler, (Chairman.)
1. Mr. William Archer’s answers to queries read ; also Mr. Tully’s letter to Colonial Treasurer.

. Resolved that coples of the questmus (items of estimate) given to Mr. Clayton be forwarded to Mr. Yaleoner with 2
1equest that he will £l in his replies thereto.

3. All the evidence to be printed up as soon as possible.
4. Resolved that the Committee meet to-morrow to send interrogatories to Mr., Guerin.
5. Mr.‘William Moore to be summoned for to-morrow at eleven. )

6. Ordered that Mr. Gale’s neglect to attend the summons of the Committee be reported to the House..

The Committee adjourned at 12 o’clock to eleven o’clock to-morrow.

No. 15. | B

The Committee met at 11 a.¥. on Friday, 12th September, 1862.

Dresent—DMr. But]er (Chairman), Mr. Dowling, Mr. Innes, Mr. Maclanachan, Mr. Davies, Mr. Graut Mr. Douglas, Mr. Dodery,
Mr. Sharland.

1. Minutes of last Meeting read.

2. Messrs. Dowling, Sharland, Balfe, and Dr. Butler to be a Sub-~Cormittee to prepare Questions for Mr. Guerin. .

3. Mr. Moore’s Evidence before the Committee on Roadways was read to this Commxttee !
4. Mr. Dowling submits certam Questlons to Mr. Moore, Question-put and passed.
5

. Mr. Gale ordered to be summoned for Tuesday, at eleven.

The Committee adjourn at 12°20 to 11 on Tuesday.

No. 16.

The Committee met at 11 o’clock a:m. on Wednesday, the 17th September, 1862. *
Present—Dr. Butler, Mr, Dowling, Mr. J. Meredith, Mr. Balfé, Mr. Grant, Mr. Davies, Mr. Maclanachan, Mr, Dodery,
Mr. Sharland. : :
1. Mr. Gale called in and examined. !
2. Mr. Dowling put in certain papers to be printed for information of the Committee: '

3. Ordered, that the Queries be sent by to-night’s post to Mr. Guerin at Melbourne.

The Committee adjourned at 1.

‘ No. 17. ‘

The Committee met at 11 o’clock on Tuesday, the 23rd September, 1862. ’
Present—DMr. Butler, Mr. Dowling, Mr. Dodery.

. 1. The Chairman laid on the Table Mr. Latouche’s letter of 22nd September, 1862, with its enclosures, and moved that they
be printed. Question put and passed.

2. Resolved; That all the papers, including Mr. Moore’s evidence, be now prmted up, and a copy forwarded by the Clerk to each
Member of the Commxttee, with a copy of the proposed Resolutions of the Promoters; and a special notice that the Committec
will meet to consider the said Resolutions on Thursday, the 2nd October, at 11 o sclock,

The Committee adjourn at 12 to Thursday, 2nd October, at 11 ¢o’clock.

- No. 18.

The Committee met at 11 o’clock on Thursday, 2nd'0ct6ber, 1862. !
Present—Mr. Dowling, Mr. But]er',. Mr. Balfe, Mr. Dodery.
1. Resolved that the Committee adjourn to to-morrow, at 11 o’clock. -

The Committee adjourned at 11-30.
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No. 19.

The Committee met at 11 o’clock on Tuesday, the 14th October, 1862.

Present—Dr. Butler, Mr. Dowling, Mr. Douglas, Mr. Grant, Mr. Maclanachan, Mr. Davies.

1. Mr. Finn’s letter was read. I

2. Mr. Latouche’s letter of 22nd September, 1862, to Dr. Butler, read. Also Abstract of Prices. Also Mr. Moore’s replies to

Queries. - Also letter from Mr. Dowling to Mr. Higginbotham and his reply. Also letter from Mr. Dowling to Mr. R. C. Gunn,
and reply from Mr., James Scott. ’ ‘

3. Progress Report to be brought up, with a view to the Evidence being printed. The Mersey and Sorell ‘Petitions and the
General Petition to be printed with the Evidence.

The Committee adjourned to 10 o’clock on Thursday next.

No. 20.

The Committee met at 10:35 on Thursday, 16th October, 1862.
Present—Mr. Butler, Mr. Dowling, Mr. Maclanachan, Mr. Dodery, Mr. Douglas, Mr. Grant, Mr. Davies.
1. The Committee proceeded to consider the Resolutions proposed by the Promoters of the Launceston and Western Rail-
way i— : .
Resolution 1 read. Mr. Douglas proposed its adoption. Carried.
Resolution 2 read. Mr. Douglas proposed its adoption. Carried.
Resolution 3 read. Carried. .

Resolution 4 read. Carried.
Resolution 5 read. Carried.

Ordered that the Resolutions, with the Evidence, be brought up to the House this evening.

The Committee adjourned at 1 sine die.




EVIDETNCE

Trurspay, 31 Jury, 1862.

HENRY DOWLING, Fsq., M.H A., called in and examined.

1. You have acted as Chairman of the Promoters of the Launceston and Western Railway
for some considerable period? Yes; from the year 1857, when I presided at a large Meeting of
Northern Colonists at Launceston, until a few months ago, when Sir Richard Dry accepted the
Presidency. That Meering was preceded by several Local Meetings; the Resolutions adopted at
which, as published by the Chairmen, the Promoters desire me to lay before this Committee (A-B.)

. 2. Who are the Committee of Prometers? The present Committee are—Sir Richard Dry,
W. S. Batton, J. Crookes, I. 8herwin, A. Douglas,, H. Dowling, James Robertson, J. Aikenhead,
Alexander Rose, C. G. Casey, J. Cohen, C.J. Weedon, A. F. Rooke, C. S. Henty, W. Gibson,

- J. K. Archer, T. K. Archer, Joseph Archer, R. Q. Kermode, H. B. Nickolls, Samuel Henry,

Alexander Clerke, R. H. Douglas, J. P. Jones, W. Dodery, W. P. Weston.

3. Will you state when the question was before Parliament prior to the present Session?
The question, as proposed by the Public Meetings I have just referred to, was before Joint Par-
liamentary Comimittees in 1858 and 1860, and the Reports of the Committees will be found
amongsi the Parliamentary Papers in those years; but, prior to these years (in 1857 I think) a pre-
liminary Survey of the Line was undertaken by the Local Government.

4, What followed, on the part of the Promoters, the Report of 1860? They proceeded to
collect funds towards procuring the Survey of the whole Line by a competent Engineer, as recom-
mended by the Report, and adopted by both Houses.

5. Will you state briefly the result of this movement? As briefly as I am able. It having'
been found that a Survey sich as alone would be acceptable to British Capitalists and Contractors
would cost £2500, including Parliamentary Plans, £1000 was raised by subscription: the list of
Subseribers’ names I beg to hand in (C.) The Parliamentary Vote of £1500 made up the necessary
sum. This £1000 was in addition to other subscriptions, now amounting in'all to fully £500, for
other expenses incident to the question. ’

6. And then the Promoters secured the services of Mr. Doyne? Yes. Mr. Doyne, whose
name must be now known to this Comumittee, was in Sydney, en route for London from Nelson in
New Zealand, where he had been engaged professionally, when the Promoters heard of him, and °
entered into arrangements for his visiting this Colony. The result of his visit was his, engagement
as Engineer, at the fee already named.

7. The Colonists, then, on the Northern side of the Island, have subseribed, in all, towards the
examination of the project, some £1500? Yes, altogether.

8. Will you produce the testimonials, or any other papers the Promoters may have received,
by which they were enabled to judge of the prior experience and qualifications of Mr. Doyne?
Yes. I produce (D.) a letter from Mr. Spiller, the Agent in New South Wales of Sir Morten Peto
and Co., of Loudon, to whom the Promoters had applied for advice; (E.) Extract from a printed
paper of the Legislative Council of Ceylon, containing a copy of a Despatch from Mr. Labouchere,
14 November, 1857, in which Mr. Doyne is favorably referred to; (F.) Copies of original docu-
ments in the possession of Mr. Doyae, the originals themselves having been given up by me after
the Promoters had submitted them to Sir Henry Young and the Ministry. These papers comprise
letter from Mr. Manby, Secretary to the Institute of Civil Engineers, to Mr. Rouse, the Resident
Engineer of the Alexandria Railway, and which remains in Mr. Doyne’s hands in consequence of
Mr. Rouse not being at Alexandria when the Overland Mail by which Mr. Doyne travelled got
there ; letter from Sir Henry Ward, Governor of Ceylon; letter from Lord Panmure; and an
‘extract from a further Pariiamentary Paper at Ceylon, i which Mr. Doyne states the period of bis
professional experience, and the works in which he had been engaged. 1 put in a further paper by
Mr. Doyne himself, dated February 2nd, this year (G-)

9. Where is Mr. Doyne now ? He has left the Colonies for a few months, to accomplish pro-
fessional objects he had in view when he was detained from proceeding to London by our engage-
ment with him early last year. He has, however, left as his representative, Mr. La Touche, a gentle-
man who had servéd under him at Ceylon for four years on the most difficult portion of the Ceylon
Railway, and who was engaged with him in the Survey of this Line, with full authority to represent
him in all matters; and Mr. Doyne has addressed to the Promoters the highest testimony to the
ability and experience of Mr. La Touche. :
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10. The Promoters propose to offer Mr. La Touche as an Engineering witness, representing
Mr. Doyne, in this enquiry ?  Yes.

11. You produce Mr. Doyne’s Report? Yes; copies have already been supplied to Members
of both Houses of the Legislature.

12. You produce the Plans and Seetions and Book of Reference? Yes; I also put in Copy
of Notice and Declaration of Service of Notice to every person whose land is comprised within the
limits of deviation described on the Plan and included in the said Book of Reference (H.)

13. Will you explain to this Committee what Papers, with reference to traffic, the Promoters
propose to present to this Committee? They propose to produce a recapitnlation of Returns
(produced to the Parliament in 1860) taken at the two turnpike gates through which the principal
traflic reaches Launceston; viz.,—Sand-hill Toll-gate, on the Main Line, and Prospect Toll-gate,
on the Westbury Line, for 12 months ending June 30, 1860, and. Declarations of the correctness of
these Returns (I.) Inproof of the traffic continning to be as large as those Returns represent, I
have further to lay before the Committee a Return, under the signature of the Collector of Customs
at Launceston, showing that for ‘the year ending 30th June, 1862, 1107 tons of produce were
‘exported above the corresponding period ending 30th June, 1860, being 20,395 tons in 1860 and
21,502 tons in 1862 (K.) T have also to state that the turnpike gates have all let at considerably
more in 1862 than in 1859; and I putin papers in proof of this (L.) The Promoters desire it
may be understood that, from these Returns they are satisfied that the Traffic Returns at the gates,
ending June, 1860, may be taken as safe data for the present enquiry.

14. You will please produce any other Returns the Promoters may have had prepared for this
Committee. These Returns are,—Return of population within the influence of the Railway (M.); -
Relative proportions of popw:ation, land in cultivation, produce, and live stock in proposed Railway
Disirict and the Colony (N.); Comparative Statement of acres in cultivation in the Railway Dis-
trict and the Colony at large for 1859 and 1861 (O.); Return showing production in this respect,
aund for 1861, of the four Police Districts included within the proposed Railway District (P.);
Returns of the present rates of cartage to Launceston from Longford and Deloraine (Q.); Cowm-
parative Statement of present rates ot eartage per bushel of grain from Deloraine and Longford to
Launceston, and the cost of carriage by rail at 63d per ton per mile (R.); Statement of Revenue
Traffic, if 63d. (being a little under present rates) per ton per mile were charged (R.); Comparative
Return, based on Mr. Doyne’s estimate, page 10 of his Report (S.); similar Return made out by the
Promoters from the actual Returns of 1860, at the tarnpike gates, at 4d. per ton per mile (T.)

15. These Papers do not comprise the traffic in produce and passengers between the Districts
themselves? No; on that questiou I produce a series of Interrogatories addressed by Mr. Doyne,
in February last, to residents in the Districts of Deloraine and Longford, and Replies from a Public
Meeting of inhabitants at Deloraine (V.), and from the Warden of Longford (Mr. Nickols), and
Mr. Dodery, the Member for Norfolk Plains in the House of Assembly (W.)

16. You will also produce some interrogatories addressed by Mr. Doyne to London on the
subject of raising money for the purpose in question? Yes; I am instructed to produce these, and
to say that they comprise most important questions, and the replies thereto, from Messrs. Lowndes,
Surgery, and Woolley, whom I know to be highly respectable Stock Brokers in London (X.)

17. Can you produce the Resolutions of the Northern Colonists at Meetings held after the
promulgation of Mr. Doyne’s Report and the serving of the legal notices of the intention of the
Promoters? Yes; I was present at the Meeting, and the Resolutions, including the Petition to the
Governor for a Railway Bill, were carried unanimously in one of the largest aggregate Meetings
ever held in Launceston. Sir Richard Dry presided (Y.) I also produce Resolutions passed at
a later period (i.e., the 14th of this month) by an equally large Meeting, also presided over by Sir
Richard Dry (Z.) . '

18. You have to produce some culculations made by the Promoters of the assessed value of
the proposed Railway Districts? Yes; from the Official Returns in 1861 there was produced by
Police Rate, at 6d. :—

For Deloraine v.ivviivniiirinineninnnns seeeneans £638

Westbury ..... fetresentrnreseaaann Ceteranaaon 941

© Morven cu.ieiiiiiiiiieiiiienn eeeenmeaaaean 868

Longford voovvveviiiiveiairannn- e . 1374

Launceston «....... treraeiareaes ceeeieeas cee.. 868

£4709
Representing, therefore a value of v v vvii it iianiiiiiioniieninveanes £188,000
And taking the assessed value of Launceston Municipality at .............. 80,000

“We have the large sum of..... e erteee e caverieee. ceeieee.. £268,000
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So that a rate of 7d. in the Pound (say 33d. by the Districts and 3%d.1 by the
Government), would nearly represent the large deficiency of 2 per cent. on
the capital sum of £400,000.

19. Do you lay on this Table the Draft Bill proposed at the instance of the Promoters? Yes;
but in doing so, it is my duty to represent to the Committee that the Bill has been drawn with
reference to the requirements of the Government, as will be seen by the Correspondence laid on the
Table of the House on Friday, by the Colonial Treasurer. The Promoters desire that it may be
specially understood that they do not consider all the requirements referred to as just to the people
of the Northern Division of the Colony.

Tuespay, 6 Avcust, 1862.

E. D. LA TOUCHE, Fsq., C.E., called in and examined.
1. You are a Civil Engineer, and are authorised to represent Mr. Doyne in this inquiry ?
Iam. '

- 2. Will you state to the Committee your experience as a Railway Engineer? T was articled
in 1847 to Mr. Hemans (then Engineer-in-Chief of the Midland Great Western Railway of
Ireland,) for a period of 3  years, and was actively employed on the Survey and Works of that
Line during my pupilage, and subsequently as a paid.Assistant for 12 months. I was then
cngaged on the South-Eastern Railway of Switzerland as Resident Engineer on a portion of
that Line for 20 months. T then returned to Ireland, and was employed fcr some months in the
preparation of Contract Plans and Bridge Drawings on the Dundalk and Enniskillen Railways. I
subsequently was engaged for about 18 months in the preparation of the Plans and- Xstimates of a
Railway from Philippeville to Constantine in Algeria, and from Lisbon to Oporto in Portugal, for
Mr. John Fowler, now Engineer to the Metropolitan Lines. I then entered into an engagement
with the Ceylon Railway Company to proceed to Ceylon as one of a Staff of Engineers, of which
Mr. Doyne was the Chief, to construct a Line of Railway from Colombo to Kandy. This engage-
ment was for 4 years ; and, on its expiry last December, I came down here to assist Mr. Doyne in
the preparation of the Plans and Estimates of the Launceston and Western Railway.

3. What part have you taken in the preparation of Mr. Doyne’s Plans and Estimates for the
Launceston and Western Railway ? I superintended the office work, examined the Level Books
and Survey Books of the Surveyors, ascertained that distinet lines of levels had been run over
the ground, and that these agreed at the various Stations to a few hundredths of a foot. I checked
the accuracy of the Survey Lines by means of the magnetic bearings, which were taken as a check
at every change of direction. I further checked the levels between Launceston and Perth by
means of the aneroid; as between these places alone would an error be of serious consequence.
I, moreover, calculated the quantitics of earthwork and brickwork in the culverts, and consider
myself personally responsible for these details.

4. Are you personally acquainted with the Country through which the proposed Line of Railway
is to pass? Intimately : I have inspected every portion of the Line as at present laid out, and
consider that, both in an engineering and commercial point of view, it is the best line that can be
selected between Launceston and Deloraine: and I am, moreover, of opinicn that any deviation
from it will involve a largely increased Expenditure, : '

5. What opinion have you arrived at as to the facilities for making this Railway in comparison
with those afforded by other Countries? I consider that the District through which the Railway
is to pass affords unusual facilities for its construction. With the exception of that portion of
the Line between St. Leonards and Evandale, and of the bridge and embankments.at Longford,
the works may be said to consist merely of forming the road, and laying the permanent way.
Again, it will be a great facility that nearly all the heavy work will be comprised within a short
distance, whereby a contractor will be enabled to concentrate his force in the most advantageous
manner, and with the utmost economy of time and money. '

6. What is the amount of earth-work per mile on this Line? The average number of cubic
yards to the mile on the entire Line is 18,000 ; but for the portion of the Line between Longford
and Deloraine there are not 9000 yards per mile: on the main Line of Victoria there are
54,000 yards to the mile, or a quantity three times as great. Again, on the Launceston and
Western - Railway there is not a single over-road Bridge, while on some of the Lines on
which I have been engaged I have known as many as 50 in the same distance, and on the
Main Line of Victoria there are 33. 'With the exception of Longford Bridge and two other iron-
topped Bridges, there is not a single opening that cannot be spapned by timber constructions.
Again, sleepers of the best quality can be procured in the immediate vicinity of this Railway, while
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in other Countries timber has to be imported, and (even in Vietoria) has to be brought from
a great distance. There will be, moreover, great facilities in this District for ballasting the Line,
as gravel can be procured in the cuttings through which it will pass; whereby the use of stone
broken by hand or by machine will be avoided, and one of the most formidable items of expenditure
on the Victorian Lines got rid of.

7. Have you examined the sum put down for Working Expenses by Mr. Doyne? I have;
it is £26,000 a year. I have gone very carefully into this matter, and consider it most ample.
I have had an opportunity lately, whilst in Melbourne, throngh the kindness of the Engineers-
in-Chief of the Victorian or Government Lines and of the Hobson’s Bay Company, of inspecting
their books,—of ascertaining their acfual working expenses,—and thus have been enabled to
form a correct estimate of the probable working expenses of the Launceston and Western Rail-
way. Adopting the prices of labor and cost of fuel ruling in Victoria, and a scale of management
similar to that in force on the “Hobson’s Bay Company’s Lines,—over which 64 trains pass daily,
and 2,500,000 passengers are carried yearly, and 160,000 rons of goods,—I estimate that £26,000
a year will not only cover the working expenses and maintenance of road, but will, in addition, leave
a margin of £2500 a year for contingencies, besides providing for renewals of permanent way and
rolling stock. I estimate the working expenses as follows:—

Five trains a day, train miles per annum, 68,860.

£
Running and Coaching expenses, including Station Masters and Guards ...... 9,002
Maintenance of Way ..ouvtiinoiiiveneens ionnastaes sesanssecanssnsanas 5,249
General charges, including Engineering, Secretary’s Office, Storekeeper’s Depart-
THENL, QCee e e ess oo eaeconuenrasacasesosonssastasecacasssassosnassnsnas 5,749
Total Working Expenses..ceeeceien.n Cereceaeeteettecataranns £20,000
Renewal Fund for Permanent Way, which, if funded, will admit of the Rolling
Stock and Sleepers being renewed every 10 years, and the Rails every 20
YA, « e e v vesvrsasesasonansoasoaas ssasssscieronsatonanasstasaotsnsns 3,500
Balance for Contingencies..u.vveeviienreananan Cemavecriuecearenirnaanne 2,500
£26,000

The average cost per train mile on the Victorian Lines for the running expenses of an Engine
amounts to 16:62d., on the Hobson’s Bay Company’s Lines to 13:77d., and for the Lauunceston and
‘Western Railway, I assume it at 16:3864. This does not include the Coaching expenses mentioned
above in the summary.

8. Are you of opinion that Mr. Doyne’s Estimate of £364,350 is sufficient for the ‘construction
of the Line? I believe it to be amply sufficient, and that no difficulty will be found in pro-
curing contractors to construct it for that sum. :

By Mr. Sharland.—1. Have you a written authority from Mr. Doyne to act for him and to sign
the Railway Map? I have.

2. Were the results arrived at, as detailed in your examination, ascertained by boring into the

ground ¢ No.

3. How did you ascertain what was under the surface, with regard to rock or sand? The
greater part of the cuttings are so shallow that there is evident proof that no rock exists, as we shall
barely remove the soil. In the deep cuttings at the back of the Cocked Hat Hill there is also primé
facie evidence that no rock exists, and I may add, that the deeper the eutting the less difference there
would be, whether it was rock or clay. In the neighbourhood of Perth, and the low country at the
foot of St. Leonards, the rock crops out on the surface ; and in all such instances it has been allowed
for.

4. What is the depth of the cutting at St. Leonards and the Cocked Hat? At St. Leonards,
from 10 to 12 feet; and at the back’ of Cocked Hat, from 30 to 35 feet.

5. Then it was the appearance on the surface at the Cocked Hat which induced you to conclude
that there was no rock underneath? Such I believe to be the reasons by which Mr. Doyne was
enabled to arrive at his conclusion, and which I have been able subsequently to endorse by personal
examination.

6. Are you responsible for the cutting proposed at the Cocked Hat? I am professionally of
opinion that Mr. Doyne is correct ; but I am not responsible.

7. Is that which you have now described the usual way that Railway Plans and Estimates are
constructed ?  Yes; in all cases where it is as easy to judge of the ground as it is here.
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8, Who made the calculations? I made the calculations of quantities.

9. What do you mean by quantities? T mean the amount of eubic yards of earth in excavation, -
and the amount of cubic yards of brick-work in culverts. 4

10. If your opinion of the subsoil be incorrect, would it not materially increase the cost of the
Railway? In shallow cattings it would ; in deep cuttings the difference would not be as great.

11. Have you in your calculations made any allowance for such difficulties? None beyond
the usual contingencies inserted at the end of the Estimate, as we believe our calculations to be
correct. '

12, Is it not usual to examine the subsoil in some other method than simply walking over the
ground? Not in places where it is as easy to judge of the subsoil as it is here. On the line of
Railway from Lisbon to Oporto, on which I was engaged, no borings were taken on a line of
120 miles in length. On the line of Railway from Constantine to Phillipville in Algeria, for which
Messrs. Peto and Brassey made an offer of contract, no borings were taken, a distance of 60 miles.

13. What experience have you had to enable you to judge of the subsoil in thiscountry?
Wells, slips, ravines, natural geological formations, and cuttings along the various lines of road.

14. Are you aware that in many parts of this Country the surface exhibits a fair sward of grass,
and is very rocky underneath? I have not remarked thatin the vicinity of our Line. I believe
wherever there is rock there is an indication of it on the surface. . :

15. All your calculations are based upon having no difficult rock cuttings? We have allowed
for 26,029 cubic yards of rocks.

16. Are you responsible for this Report signed by Mr. Doyne? I am 'not responsible.

Bg) Mr. Allison.—Are there any land springs? I walked over the land in a very dry season,and I
do not think there are any beyond those to be provided for by culverts. On this point we have
reliable information from our Surveyors. T

By Mr. Douglas.—1. The cuttings of any importance are those between Jingler’s Valley and the
crossing of the Evandale Road? Nearly all the heavy work lies between those two places; the
distance between them being from 5 to 7 miles. '

2. Do not the valleys and breaks in the hills between those points clearly indicate the nature of
the subsoil over which the Line passes? Yes, I consider so.

3. A great deal of this cutting is sidelong cutting?  All on sidelong cuttings: the whole of
those 5 miles run on sidelong ground.

4. Are the shallow cuttings on the present line expensive or inexpensive? Inexpensive, where
there is clay ; and ‘expensive where there is rock.

5. " Is there any probability of your finding stone cuttings where you have estimated for clay ?
I do not think so. '

6. Are there any indications of stone cuttings between the Longford side of Perth and
Deloraine? I do not think so: and, in proof, there are no indications of stone in the cuttings on the
Westbury Road at the nearest points to the Line. The distance from the Longford side of Perth to
Deloraine is 28 miles. '

By Mr. Dowling—1. What is the.a.verage distance of the Line surveyed, from the Westbury
Road? For 14 miles we run nearly parallel with the Road, at a distance of from a quarter to three
quarters of a mile,

2. You have spoken of your responsibility. Do I understand you to mean you are not
responsible to the Promoters, or that you are now giving professional opinions for which you are
irresponsible? I mean I am not responsible to Promoters, I am responsible for my professional
opinions.

3. Are you prepared fully to endorse the professional opinions of Mr. Doyné, as exhibited in
his Report? I am fully prepared to endorse Mr. Doyne’s opinions.

4, Are the cuttings in the rock at St. Leonard’s heavy asto length ? The rock at St. Leonard’s
is a quarter of a mile in length. -
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5. What is the cubic contents in yards? 11,901.

6. Is notthe country from Jingler’s Valley to the Cocked Hat Hill, through which this Survey
passes, already under cultivation? Entirely.

7. Is it generally usual in preliminary enquiries to make examination by boring of cuttings
of the small extent and character of these on this Line? Certainly not of such small cuttings.

8. Have you thought it necessary that such borings should be made to enable you to arrive at
the conclusion you have already stated to this Committee? I do not think such borings were
necessary.

9. Is it not an engineering fact that in a deep cutting (say of 30 feet) a cutting in rock would
be cheaper than if in Joam or sand? It would depend on the slope at which the sides of the cutting
would stand  If a cutting of clay, where the slopes would have to be very flat, the quantity to be
excavated would be so very large that it might become much dearer than rock, which would stand
almost perpendicular.

10. Do you not regard yourseif as professionally responsible for the correctness of the
Engineering Statements in Mr. Doyne’s Report? I hold myse:f responsible for the correctness of
Mr. Doyne’s Report so far as professional questions are concerned. I cannot hold myself responsible
for his opinions, although I may professionally agree with him,

11. Do you professionally agree with Mr. Doyne’s Report as a whole? I do.

By Mr. Sharland.—In the event of any error being found in the Estimates, Plans, or Specifica-
tions, who, in your opinion, should the Promoters look to for redress? To Mr. Doyne.

‘What do you mean when you say that you endorse Mr. Doyne’s opinions, but are not responsi-
ble for them? I mean that Mr. Doyne entered into a contract with the Promoters of the Western
Railway, that a report was made by him, and not by me, and that therefore he is responsible for his
own opinions. As a méember of the Engineering Profession I agree with him in those opinions, but
cannot be responsible for a Report which I did not make.

Is it not possible, in making a Railway Survey, to arrive at conclusions founded upon fact
rather than on opinions? It is possible; but it may sometimes involve unnecessary expense and
trouble. : :

Might not the absence of such facts lead to a serious extra expense? In this instance I do not
think so.

By Mr. Dowling.—Do you consider Mr. Doyne to have founded his Reports generally on
facts or mere opinions? Generally on facts: where it is founded on opinion, those opinions have.
been formed on facts.

Do you believe that any facts have been neglected by Mr. Doyne which he ought to have
availed himself of in this enquiry? I do not.

Mr. La Touche retired. [See page 12.]

TrUrsDAY, 7 Avcust, 1862.

The Hon. W. S. BUTTON, Esq., M.L.C., called in and examined.
1. You have had before you Mr. Doyne’s Report and Estimates? 1 have.

2. From your personal knowledge ofthat gentleman, what is your opinion of his qualifications.
as an Engineer? I believe Mr. Doyne’s qualifications as an Engineer to be of a very high order
I have had frequent opportunities of arriving at that conclusion.

3. Will you state to the Committee your opinions of the conclusions he has arrived at in his
Report, as well as of the data on which he has based his recommendations generally? My opinion
1s, that those coaclusions are fully sustained. The estimated cost of the work very nearly agrees
with the Report of other Engineers who have gone over the Line. The data on which Returns of
present traffic are based I beileve to be correct and reliable; while it is evident to every person
acquainted with the natural resources of the country and business relations of the District that a
large addition must be made to the present traffic, and many new items brought in.
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4. You have had before you, also, the caleulations of the Traffic Returns placed before this -
Committee by the Promoters. What do you think of the estimate, based on an average milage rate
of 63d. per ton per mile, and passengers at 2d. per mile? I think the estimate fair and reasonable.
The milage rates, I have no doubt, may be reduced when the Line has been in work for a year
or two.

5. Do you think Mr. Doyne’s estimate of traflic to arise from inter-district traffic reasonable
and probable? There must already be a great deal of intermediate traffic not taken into the present
Returns, and that traffic must be greatly increased by Railway facilities ; but I am not so well able
to form an opinion of the amount of traffic as persons immediately connected with the sevéral
localities through which it is proposed the Line should run.

6. Do you conclude that, after the first year, even at lower rates of traffic than sixpence half-
penny per mile, the Promoters would pay intérest at six per cent. for working expenses? 1 think
so. After a short time—a year or two—increased traffic would allow of lower rates being charged.

7. You were a me_mber of the Joint Committee of Parliament in 1860? I was,

8. Do you now agree with the opinion expressed in the 6th paragraph of that Report? viz.—

“ That it has been clearly shown to your Committee that a sufficient revenue would be derived from
the present traffic to pay the ordinary current expenses of the Line, and the interest of the money invested in
its construction ; while all experience has proved that the introduction of Railroads invariably increases such’
traffic more than twofold, and generally in a much greater proportion.”

I concur in that opinion. I have seen nothing to affect it since that time, but believe that it has
received increased weight from certain circumstances.

9. That Report was adopted by the Upper House? It was.

10. Have you in any way altered your opinion respecting the paying nature of the Line since
1860, and in what respect? I have not altered my opinion on that subject.

I1. You are familiar with the natural features of the country around Launceston and along
the present lines of road and the projected Railway? I know the country and the roads referred to.

12. Can you inform the Committee whether the longer Line proposed by Mr. Doyne possesses’
advantages over the more direct route of the present roads, sufficient to compensate for the increased
distance ? I think the Line laid down by Mr. Doyne is better than any that can be laid down in
the direction of any of the present roads. No impartial person, I think, could hesitate in his opinion
on that subject. My opinion is formed on the following considerations :—The Line embraces a
greater extent of productive country, and a much larger population ; the work can be performed at
much less expense for making the road, and the traffic carried through at much less charge, in con-
sequence of the gradients obtained. I believe also, that more reliable estimates of the cost of a
Railroad could be obtained than by taking any direct Line from Launceston, as the proposed Rail-
road would be carried further from the Basaltic Ranges that run parallel with the present Westbury
Road.

13. Do you still retain the opinion that the construction of this Railway is absolutely necessary
to the future well-being of the Agricultural interests of the Districts to be affected? I think there
s a very great necessity existing for it. The reductions in price affecting all Agricultural produce
require that every facility should be given to the growers to convey their grain to market at the
least expense possible;, and to enable them to turn to account other productions which at the present
time are nnremnnerative. I believe it is only by the adoption of such means that many occupiers
of Jand in the Districts referred to will be able to maintain their position.

14. Do you think the construction of a Tramway to the Mersey, from Deloraine, would affect
injuriously the Revenue of the Railway? I do not think so. I believe the formation of a Tramway
to the Mersey wonld ultimately increase the traffic on the Railway; for, while a