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Srn, 
Land.~ and Works Offece, 30th September, 1878! 

HAv-rna just inspected the ;various works in progress, and visited the localities in which further 
works are propc,sed in the N orth-east.ern Districts, I have now the ho nor to submit the followillg 
Report upon same :..,.,., · · 

LAUNCESTON AND ScoT'l'SDALE RoAD •.. 

Before recommending the Government to expend the recent vote upon the partially completed 
road via Pater1>onia, (and which I ha:ve previously inspected,) I was anxious to see the liriE> of country 
that would be traversed by a ·road via Upper Piper and Denison Gold Diggings. 

This road, as far a!.' Upper Piper Settlement, is on a rough stony formation with three very 
· steep hills :to be crossed, all of which will be considerably improved in grades and properly metalled 

under contracts let to Messrs . .Boland & C;i,mpb~Il out of the provision of £2500 for Upper :Piper 
Road. 

From the Piper Settlelllent I w-alked ov:e_r all the_ line to Scottsdale, _an,d fin_d tlu~t the ,only· 
difficulties are in ~r_ossing a ,r.ang~ 9£ some 350 feet iq l;ieigb:t at' east 9f J>jper Seitlem.e;i1t, w,d 
another range of ;i,p.out. s.;i,m_e l;i.ejght at s.ome three IJ1ile5 -;west of Scottsdale_. These places C!!,Il _be 
got over;but the grades would be steep, probably not better than I in 15. Between these ranges, 
and excepting one sm_all patch. _of go.oc;l l_aJ?.d J;l_ear the e~ster.n p1•an.ch. 9f For.ester River, the country 
is of the poorest description, consisting of slat_e and gr11n~te drift, with sever11.l short tea-,tre.e.sw11.mps, 
anq. _i_s n<:it 'h.eavily .~imber.ed. · · · · 
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Fr9II1 the range referred t9 at the ';P_iper ther_e is a long g1:a.du~l desceJ?.t of s.o~ne ,80.0 fee_t iµ 
apout 3 niile.s to a 'branch of the F,orester Hiver, ;i,nd frolll _thence to the Scottsc;l:;i,l_e Range t.lie gra_d.e~ • 
c;i,n all be made .e1J.sy; on crossing this ,rapge t.here is a long gra<:lual fall to the B_r-id _!liver, .and the_n 
another low range of about 130 feet to cross ·before comi_:\lg ·to J.Vluddy ;Creek, _at a poi,I).f where t.~.l,'l 
settlers in Coombes' New Country (West of Scottsdale) all find thejr · outlet. From thence the line 
w9uld follow reserved road below " Landel'.s" on to the tµ?,~n road _at a point ~bou,t ;2 1piles nor_th of 
Tucker's Corner; · 

This new road could be made an,d maintain_ed very ;much i;nore cp.eaply than that via Patersonia, 
and the gradients also are.far su.perior a:lthou.gh the distance, say from Post Office at I..aunces_t9n to 
Tu.cker'.s Corners, wou1ld ·be a:b0ut 2 miles ·longer, but to the centre of Scottsdi;de aboµt equal. 

I think that the main road ought never to have been laid out via Patersonia; put as something 
over £1•8;000 1has been expended, and the two ends of the road are still unconnected, it won-Id, in my 
opinion, be the 'best course now to make the previous expenditure of s.ome advantage to. the· distijc_t 
by completing this road -for the 8 or 9 miles where -there is now only a dangerous horse track. · 

I would at the same time recommend that the survey of th_e Denison route should be completed 
and carefully -marked out, and such light work done as would enable horsemen or stock to pass . 
through, :and keep .the -line open -until such ·time as a good main road could be made by that route .. 

BRIDPORT AND' SCOTTSDALE ROAD. 

Such portions of the new road as are not made solid at once by·Iogging· or sia-bbing- are very 
much cut up ,by the heavy traffic from tin mines constantly -passing over them-; and while the clay_ 
formation is soft with rains, the gravel used, if put on a dry bottom and kept r-aked in, makes _an 

· excellent and cheap, road. The .contractors 1have, however, neglected this, and will Jiave to m!like 
the work good now at their own expense. 

·Sco'l'TSDALE AND ·R.rnaAROOMA ·RdAD. 

At the Scottsdale end the slabs, from ,being laid on a wet soft formation, have nearly gone otit 
of sight on some short portions; and where this is the case I have ordered the relaying of same. 
There is ample security in the ·money retained from payments to contractor to corn pel him to do 
this work. · 

At th«:J Ringaro_qi;na epd the slabbing is better laid, and the contractor has done his work very 
fairly. On both contracts the slabs would fairly average ',the speqified ,~ize, al~hqµgh sorp«:J J .ptc~~~
out were too thin and too wide. The contractors also had been ·following local advice and laying 
slabs so as to make a close top surface, illsteac;l of laying th~iµ :w#h all their backs down, 
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All this work has been done on a soft greasy red clay during wet weather, and with a heavy 
traffic constantly over it. The contractors would have done well for their own sakes to have asked 
extension of time; but I see nothing to prevent the work being well finished before it is taken over 
by the Government. One of the old fallen trees from which slabs had been cut was shown to me, 
and the timber in it.was sound and good; but the Chairman of Road Trust informs me that some 
unsound ones were used. This work generally is not the class of work I should like to see, but the 
worst portion is, I find, that which had been sub-let. 

BRANXHOLM LANE. 

_ . Most-.-of.the slabbing, although almost floating in mud when laid down, has been very well 
done, and there is a finish about the works on this contract which is crerlitable to contractor. 
A complaint had been made about want of drainage from slabs, and at time of my visit men were 
engaged in removing the earth from oue end which had been placed there by them in error. The 
more recent work is, if anything, the best; and on this and other works the local criticism has had a 
very good effect, 

PAcK TnAcKs FROM LowER JUNCTION TOWARDS THoMAs's PLAINS. 

The slabbing laid by Apted & Co. on a road previously former! by Government has been very 
well done indeed. There was plenty of good loam with which to bed and blind the slabs, and this 
bedding with loam or sand makes all the difference to a slabbed road. 

On Hardiman & Macmichael's contract the work is fairly well done; the corduroy is all done 
with good 6 and 7-inch spars, and there has been a large quantity of side cutting, some of it through 
granite. Blinding or adzing is required on this track, and this work was provided for in specification 
upon which tenders were invited, but owing to the limited funds at disposal, and the high price asked 
for same, was not included in contract. I considered that, if a substantial pack track were forll}ed, 
it was not too much to expect the people using it to blind it themselves with tailings, &c., and on 
another track this has been done, but. here the people do not seem willing to do anything. , 

p ACK TRACK FROM u PPER JUNCTION TO CAMP CREEK. 

· The·work on this track is generally solid and good, but ot a rough character. The flooring, 
however, over culverts and smaller bridges is not up to the mark. It is being blinded from funds 
raised by local subscription, supplemented by the Government to the extent of £2.:5. I do not like 
some of the !Jlinding, but a portion of really good road at Junction was shown me as having been 
made originally with the same material. The specification allowed Contractor to go round trees of 
a certain size, and this concession has been taken advantage of to rather a greater extent than 
necessary, without causing, I consider, much saving to the Contractors. 

A small cart to carry about 15 cwt. travels over this track. It is not fair usage, but as yet does 
not seem to have hurt it. 

PAcK TRACK FROM UPPER Ju~cTION NoRTHWARDS. 

The works on this track were carried out by day labour under Overseer Hall, and have made an 
excellent and solid road. 

Several hundred tons of material have been carted over it from Full Moon, Rising Sun, &e. 
Claims without making any impression. It is well blinded, but in places water was being led to 
differen_t claims by channels cut close under the corduroy (to save a little expense), and in one place 
the corduroy was deliberately taken up to form an open culvert across the track. 

All the line of pack tracks have been very well laid out by Mr. Overseer Hall, and with gradients 
for a cart road, so that such could be made at any future time at the cost of simply widening and re
logging. 

MAIN SLABBED RoAD FROM BLUE TrnR TOWARDS GEoRGE's BAY. 

This road has stood the heavy traffic exceedingly well, and is generally in fair order, but it is 
imperative that some £20 or £25 be spent at once in clearing drains so as to let off water from 
slabs and replace such slabs as are damaged by falling trees or the traffic. _If this is neglected some 
three or four times this amount will soon be required. 

I would strongly recommend 'the Government to charge some light toll for use of the roads so 
as to cover the cost of the maintenance, which will be very light for some years to come. 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

TM Bon. tlte Minister of Lands and Works. 
JAMES FINCHAM, .Engineer-in-Cltief. 

J"A!l!ES DARNARD, 
GO"VERNllEI\T l'RlNTER, TASMANIA, 


