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A PETITION from certain of the Inhabitants of Tasmania engaged in Educational pursuits, that
a Bill, intituled .A Bill to establish and incorporate an University in Tasmania, may pass
the House of Assembly.

‘WE, the undersigned, being deeply interested in the cause of Education, and the diffusion of
sound knowledge and learning throughout the Colony of Tasmania, have heard with great satis-
faction that a Bill to establish an University in this Colony has been introduced into your
Honorable House. ’ 4

We believe that the principle upon which the Bill is founded is in entire accordance - with
that enlightened spirit of the age which is now accomplishing such important reforms in the
Universities of London, Oxford, and Cambridge; and we feel convinced that, if it be adopted, it
will be found as efficient in its working as it.is economical, and that it will be the means of
extending the advantages of a higher order of Education than that which they have previously
enjoyed to all classes of Colonists.

Should the Bill in question become law, we are convinced that it will tend materially to
improve the condition of Schools throughout the Colony. At the present time it is too generally
the custom for parents to remove their children from School at the very period when they are
about to.derive the most benefit from the Teacher; and the latter is, consequently, discouraged by
the knowledge that he is almost certain to lose his pupil at an age when his labour will be of
the utmost service to him. The establishment of such an University as is proposed would,
however, encourage parents to keep their sons longer at school, in the hope that they would
take creditable degrees, if they did not even win the honors open to them; and while the
schools would necessarily become more efficient, their standard would be raised by so honorable
a rivalry, and their Conductors receive an additional siimulus to exertion, and, when successful,
a valuable testimony to the efficiency of their labours.

In conclusion, we would earnestly desire. to call the attention of your Honorable House to
the movement which has recently taken place in England having for its object the granting of
degrees, called Associates of Arts, to those persons who, while anxious to obtain some distine-
tion of Scholarship, cannot afford to reside at an University. The object of this proposal is to
raise the standard of Education among the Middle Classes. This plan has proved hitherto eini-
nently successful. It is therefore with no little satisfaction that we find that the mover of the
Tasmanian University Bill has framed his measure upon an identically similar principle.- We
are sanguine--most sanguine——as to the benefits it will confer upon this Colony for many 'genera-
tions to come. We believe it to have been conceived in that spirit which ought to actuate those
to whom are entrusted the creation and moulding of the Institutions of a young Colony ; and
;vith thesc views and convictions we earnestly pray your Honorable House that it may become
aw. ‘ ~

R. D. Harris, M.A., High School, Hobart Town.
‘W. P. Bond, St. Mary’s Seminary.
T. C. Maynard, ditto.
' Thos. P. Cowle, Commercial Academy, Melville-street.
A. Cairndufl, Hobart Town Academy.
William Day, Camphell-street.
‘William R. Wade, Somerset House. ‘
Edwin D. Oldfield, Commercial Academy, 109, Argyle-street.
R. Giblin, 90, Macquarie-street. '
Richard Jarman, 46, Murray-street.
Alexander Ireland, Chalmers’ School, 91, Bathurst-street.
Philip Canaway, Central School.
Edwin Pears, Battery Point Public School.
William J. Rice, St, David’s Public School. -
Joseph Roper, St. Joseph’s Public School.
‘William Schuetz, 213, Elizabeth-street,



