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Hobart, 27th June, 1881.
SIIR: i . . A . . . L. . .
I mave the honor to furnish a Report of the ten mionths that hdave elapsed since’ the Executive
Committee of the Hobart Benevolent Society took over the distribution of Charitable Aid for
Hobart and suburbs, and the care of boarding-out children in the same district.

The Society took over the responsibility’ on the 1st March, I880. The transfeér' was mdde
without the slightest difficulty or inconvenience to the. recipients of relief, as the issue took pldes
fiom the Depdt in Argyle-street, on Friday, the 27th February, and notice was given to the peopls
that the next issue would take place at the Benevolent Society Dep6t, on Tuesday, the 2nd Maréli.
On the Saturday and Monday the removal was made, and the arrangements were all completed and
ready for the people on the Tuesday morning:. : ‘ :

The first step’ taken by the Society was thoroughly to investigate each case singly as to its
merits: and necessity,and each case was dealt with upon the respective claim ; and I would here
state that the Society found ample scope in re-adjusting the various cases which came before it.
Every individual in their turn was ordered to attend. For about eight weeks the Committee sat
twice a week, on the Tuesday and the Thursday, after the first meeting on the 4th March, when a
resolution was passed to sit:twice in the week.until all- the cases were.disposed of. In pursuing the
enquiries: many cases were well known to the Committee, having; come before the Society in- some
way or other prior to going on the-beoks of the- Government.

‘Without any hardship to the recipients, except that they would rather have money, in some
cases a reduction was made, and in others rations were substituted for cash, and where found impolitic
to entrust money with them the rent was ordered to be paid by the Registrar, Mr. Witt.

In the course of investigation some cases were discovered of persons having relatives who were
well able to support them. These parties were, through the help of Mr. Quodling, brought to book,
and were compelled to refund what had been expended, and they are now compelled to pay up
monthly.

It was found desirable in some casesto order the parties to work in the wood-yard at the
Depbt and to receive food for their labour from the Society, thus relieving the Government entirely
of the charge ; and where it is necessary, parties are allowed to earn money for lodging tickets.

There were some cases in which the parties would not subject themselves to the examination of
the Committee, and were consequently struck offthe books.

The number of cases taken over by the Committee was 223, and the number that stood on the
books on the 31st December, 1880, was 205, being a diminution of 18, though there were 27 cases
from the Benevolent Society transferred to the Government books.

It may seem needless to repeat what I have so often reiterated that the cases are kept on the
books of the Benevolent Society for over three months, often three and a half and even four months
when we have expectation of the parties going off the books ; many who receive assistance voluntarily
give up the aid, with thanks, before the expiration of the three months, or they are forced off if able
to work and maintain themselves. When it is dscertained that the cases are really permanent they
are then transferred to the Government books.

The supervision that is now exercised must necessarily tend to eventually considerably reduce
the expenditure; and I am certain that the care exercised has put a wholesome check upon the
supposition “that all that people have to do is to apply and get cash and rations.” Cash is what is
most desired, and never given except under special circumstances. In most cases now where cash
is given it is through the ltegistrar, Mr, Witt, to pay rent. Parties who have been well conducted
for a long period and are in receipt of cash, to them it is still continued. '
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On the 1st of Mareh, 1880, there were on the books 80 cases receiving rations only, 49 cash
only, and 94 cash and rations. :

On the 31st December, 1880, there were on the books 81 cases in receipt of rations, 40 cash,
and 84 cash and rations.

The returns of rations are as under for 1880 :—

No. 1 Scale, No. 2. No. 3.
lst March ..ovecive vovnnans - 380 162 22
31st December v.eveeeenenesns . 347 1513 20
Decrease.casee coeavaonsas 33 103 2

equal to 45} rations, value 3s., in amount £6 16s. 6d.

When taken over the cash expenditure per month was £74 13s. 3d., and on the 3lst
December the amount was reduced to £64 0s. 8d., a reduction of £10 12s. 7d. per month.

I beg leave respectfully to assure you that the Committee, in their dealing with the public funds,
are as jealous of any increase of expenditure as if it were their own, and yet they are eqnally careful
that no unnecessary hardship should be inflicted upon those who crave relief from them. None are
allowed to want,—Mr. Witt is authorised to give temporary relief in all cases until the matter can be
investigated ; and I beg leave respectfully to assure you that I can with confidence assert that as
long as the Society is under the present management there will be no fear of the poor being
sent empty away.

I have the honor to remain,
Sir,
Yours respectfully and obediently,
R. ANDREW MATHER, Chairman.
Ez. Com. B. 8.

To the Hon. the Colonial Secretary.

It has occurred to me since Wriﬁng the above that I ought to mention that no people have been
compelled to go into the Invalid Depdts, it has been through request to be admitted because they
could not care for themselves on account of their very helplessness. 2

R. A. M.

WILLIAM TIIOMAR STROTT,
GOVERNMENT PRINTER, TASMANIA,



