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CIRCULAR. 
Colonial Secretary's Office, Hobart Town, 7th April, 1877 ~ 

&~ . ' 
: · I· HAVE the honor to inform you that the question of the Centralization of the Police having. 
engaged the attention of the Government, they are convinced that the time has arrived when an. 
alteration in the existing system is imperatively demanded. 

It is the intention of the Government to submit to Parliament a Scheme sufficiently 
comprehen~ive to meet the difficulties experienced in the working of the present system, as, in 
consequence of the division of authority and responsibility since the establishment of Municipalities­
~n this Colony, the ends of justice have, in some cases, been defeated. 

· The Government propose to introduce a measure which, while vesting the Central authority in 
the hands of the Executive Government, with primary control over, and distribution of, all members 
of the Police Force, will leave the detailed arrangements as at present with tl10se most conversant_ 
with local wants ; viz.-the Wardens and Councillors of the various Municipalities. · 

The Government are of opinion that the Police Force will be rendered more efficient 
if Constables are enabled to act, sho_uld the necessity arise, in any other Municipality than the one· 
to which they may be specially attached. 

In framing a Bill to carry out these proposed measures the Government do not intend to 
interfere with existing Municipal appointments, but as d~ath or resignations take place, all 
vacancies, after the passing of the Act, will be filled by the Executive. 

I shall feel obliged if you will, at your earliest convenience, afford the Government the benefit 
of any suggestions it may be in your power, and that of the Councillors of the Municipality, to offer, 
in order to give practical effect to the wishes of the Executive. 

Relying upon your cordial co-operation in this matter, 

The Worshipful the Warden. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) THOS. REIBEY. 

[Sent to Nineteen Wardens, and Mayors of Hobart Town and Launceston.] 

Council Chambers, Oatlands, 12th April, 1877 ~. 
Srn, 
. I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your circular, dated the 7th instant, referring' 
to the contemplated Centralization of the Police of this Colony. - · 

Your communication shall be laid before the Councillors of this Municipality, with a view to· 
elicit suggestions by them for the_ use of the Government. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) JOHN ROWLAND ROE, Warden.: 

. rJ,,e Hon. the Colonial Sec.-Ptary, 
· Hobart Town. 

_ _ Council Chamber, Campbell Town, 13th April, 1877., 
Srn . · . · -- -- - - . . • ._.) 
', 'I HAVE the honor to a·cknowledge receipt of your circular of the 7th instant; arid, in reply,: 
beg to state that the same will-be laid before this Municipal Council at its next meeting. · ' ·' 

I have, &c. 

Tke Hon. the Colonial Secretary. 
(Signed) _ JAMES- GIBSON, Warden .. 

' .: .. , •. '.: . •• .L 
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_· Tow'IJ C{erk's Office, Launceston, Tasmania, l3tlt April, 1877. 
Srn,· .• 

_ I AM directed by His W 9rship the ¥ ayor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of tq.e 7th 
instant, referring to the Centrnlization .of the Polle~, and tO' inforin ·you that it will receive due 
consideration. · · · · 

J :have, &c. 

Tlte Hon. tlte ColorJ,ial Secretary. 
· - · (Signe.d) C. W .. ROCHER, Town Clerk. 

Municipal Cltambers, S01·ell, I4tltApril, 1877. 
&~ . . . 

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your circular of" the 7th instant, intimating 
that it is the iµtention of the Government to introduce " a measure which, while vesting the central 
authority in the hands of the Executiye Govermnent,-with primary control over and distribution of 
all members of the Police Force, will leave the detailed ai:rangements, as at present, :with those most 
conversant with local works--the Wardens and Councillors of the various Municipalities." · 

As you have desired that I will, at my earliest convenience, afford tl~e Government the. benefit 
of any suggestions it may be in my power and that of the Councillors to offer, in order t() giv~ 
practical effect to the wishes of the Executive, I have this day submitted your circular to the Council 
of ~orell, who regard the proposed measure as one which, if passed •foto law, will divest Munici-• 
palities througl19µt the Colony o_f the power of appointing ·and controlling _the Police, and simply 
l_e11:ve to then:i the" detailed ~rrangei:nen,ts" for taxing the rate-payers, paying the constables, and 
carrying out the orders of the Executive, duties which' could be easily performed without the assist-
ance of Municipal C<;mncns. . . _ -

The Muilicipal C<;mncil of Sorell are of opinion that such a me~sure as that foreslrndowed in 
your circular will neither remedy existing defects in the present . system of Police government, nor 
prevent "the ends of justice, in some cases, from being defeated;" and they very respectfully sugges~ 
that so grave a question as that of Police reform should be remitted, as have been questions of 
less importance, with beneficial results, to the consideration of a Royal Commission (empowered to 
take the evidence of gentleII1en ofintelligeuce, independence, and experience), and report thereon to 
His Excellency the Governor before overturning· by hasty legislation part of a system of local self-:o 
government so long sought 'for by the people, and welcomed as a boon when established by law 
in 1865. 

The Municipal Council of Sorell are conscious that the present system, as twelve years' 
experience of its working has proved, has its defects, but they are defects which can be remedied by 
an amendment of the existing law, and are as nothing-when compared with the defects, and some­
thing worse than defects, which existeq. under the system in operation when the Police of the Colony 
were under the aqsolute cop.trql of the Central Government. 

'If, however, it be the intention of the present Ministry to push forward such a measure as that 
indicated in yquf circular- of the 7th instant during the approaching session of Parliament, the Muni­
cipal Council of Sorell beg leave to offer the following sug·gestions which, if adopted, are, in their 
-opinion, calculated t~ remedy the chief defects in the present system :- _ -

1. Th.at, in addition, to the pciwers -vvhiGh, under "The Police Regulation Act," the Executive 
Government already possess, such extended control over the Municipal Police of the Colony be given 
.a!:l will ensup:i. t!;ie Forces of the variql.l-s· Municipalities working in. concert with each• other, and with 
the Territqrial Force whenever their uµited a~tion may be required. . . ·· : ... 

2. That the appointment, dismissal, and local control of the mempers of th\';l Municipal Police 
Force reinain, as·at pre1:1ent, vested in the hands of the M~nicip~l Councils of the Colony. _. 

3. That a more efficient system of .inspection be adopted, with the necessary appliances for 
carrying it out, so that it may not, as at present, be merely nominal and superficial, but real and 
advantageous. 

4. That the nunier_ical strength of the Police Force in the various M uilicipalities be. regulate~ 
by the Executive Government. 

. 5. '.J;'hat·ll: uniform Poljc1;3 ~te, n,o_t exceeqing ninepence in the pound, be levied throughout the 
Colony;· a.nd that in Municipalities· where the rate so levied is in excess of the necessary Poliqe, 
~~:peP.~itu;e, t_he. qverpluf:l, h,e rel}'.litted, tp_ ~be. QC>v:er11i;nent!_-and t~11,t in Muni?ipitlities_ where the rate· 
IS -msuffic1ent_ t~ d~fr_ay tJ1e. n.ec~sii.~y. :PoliGe expenditure,_ the. deficiency, be p;ui hy the Gover~ent; 

, .-· ' '· .. -- . - . 

The ·Hon, f/i;e Colonial B_ecretary, BJbart Town. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. A. GUNN, Warden. 
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. . . · Council Chamber, New Norfolk, 16th April, 1877 .. 
SIR . . . 

. ·•. . ' I'n:A v;'.E the }foi:rnr fo acknowledge. receipt of your letter· of the 7th instaiif, whicli was laid before• 
the Municipal Council at its meeting on the 13th instant, and I am requested to· inform you the 
Council are of opinion that since the establishment of this Municipality the working of the Police 
lias been efficient and, satisfactory; and they are therefore unable to 1 offer ahy,' suggestions for its 
improvement, with this exception-;· ~iz.,. that the Government in _cases.•of p:r'essihg ei:nergericy slioutd 
have the power to avail ~hemselves · of the services of the. Police. 

I:have, &c. 
(Signed) 

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary.· 
W. A. B. JAMI-ES0N, Warden:. 

S1R, . 
Council Chambers, Deloraine, 17th April, 1877. 

I HAVE the ·honor to inform you that your circular of the 7th instant, inviting suggestions from 
myself'and Councillors of this Municipality respecting the proposed measures for the centralizati~n 
of the Police, was duly laid before a Special Meeting of the Council yesterday, the whole of the 
CouncilforS' being'·present. 

'fhe following Resolution was carried unanimously :-Resolved-" That, as the Government have 
not' supplied· the Municipal' Council with a copy of the Draft Bill, they are unable to offer ~ny 
suggestions respecting· the· proposed' measure; At present this· Council is decidedly oppos'ed to, 
centralization." 

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary. 

Sm, 

I have, &c. 
(Signed)· HENRY DO'trGLAS, Warden, 

111unicipal Council' Cli~mb·er, Richmond,' l 8tlt April, l 87i 

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the .receipt of'your letter of the 7th instant, with reference­
to the question of the proposed Centralization of the Police Force of the Colony. 

At a Meeting of the Council of this Municipality yesterday the same was laid before it, when 
-it was resolved that it be taken into consideration at the next meeting of-that body. 

lhave,·&c. 
(Signed) WINSTON C. SIMMONS, Warden:. 

· The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, Hobart Town. 

. Municipality of Spring Bay, · ·. 
Council Chambers, Triabunna, 18th 'April, ·1877, 

Sia, _ 
: IN reply to yo~r·circular of the 7th·instant, in re" The Centralization of the ·Police," I have 
the honor to inform you that the Municipal Council of Spring'Bay having met this day, and taken 
your circular into consideration, the following · Resolution' was- passed :-"That the · circular be 
received and acknowledged, but this Council not being in favour of 'Centralization of the Police/ 
(;!an. give no opinion for-the guidance: of the Government." · 

· I ;h:,we, &c. 
(Signed) 

T/_te Hon. T. REIBEY, Esq., 
Colonial Secretary, Hobart Town. 

FREDERICK MACE, Warde~. 

Srn, 
. Council, Cliambers,,Evandale,. 20th April, 1877. 

. I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the-·re·ceipt of·the circular from your Office, dated 7th inst., 
referring to Centralization of the Police, and to state that I brought the same under the notice of the 
Couneil at its meeting' on the '17th ,instant, when the following motion was, proposed and carried, 
unanimously, viz.·:-" That before giving a dec~ded opinion on the matter o'f the Centralization:·· of 
the Police Force-of the Colony, it:is,desirable that mote information thereon be in poss·ession' of the 
Council:; .. but that at presentthe feeling ;ofi the Council is decidedly ·adverse to it.1'' 

· · ...... · ·,. · · ,I h~Ve, &c. 

7.'he Ho~.- th<:,-Colonial Secretary, Hobart •. ,. . •·(Signed)·. · , It It DOUGLAS;·· Warde#,! 
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Municipal Chambers, Ross, 20tli April, 187?. 
~~ ' 

• . I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your circular dated 7th April, 1877, relative to 
.~e Centralization of the Police. · .. 
: ·, . ' . 

. I have now tlie hpnor to.inform you that at a special meeting of the Council of this Munici• 
pality, held on the 17th instant, to consider the same, it was resolved to defer any -farther considera• 
tion of the matter until better informed respecting the proposed alterations. 

I may state that only five of the Councillors were present at the " special meeting," two being 
~ut of the Colony. 

.I have, &c. 
(Signed) 

Tlte Hon. the Colonial Secretary, Hobart Town. 
JAMES WESTBROOK, Warden;-

. . . . Council Chambers, Westbw·y, 20th April, 1_877. 
Sm, · 
· I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the' receipt of your circular of the 7th instant, having reference· 
to a proposed scheme for the Centralization of the Police. 

Upon the receipt of that circular I conv~ned a special meeting of the Council, which meeting 
took place yesterday; and after the matter had been folly discussed, I was instructed to forward tq. 
you the following resolution, "'hich was unanimously pass~d, the whole of the Council being 
present:-" That, in the opinion of this Ccmncil, it is not desirable or necessary that the control,. or· 
any portion of the control, of the Police of this District be vested in the Central Government, except-· 
ing. such as exists under the Acts at present in . force." 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) DANIEL BURKE, Warden. 

Tlte Hon. the Colonial Secretary, Hobart Town. 

Sm, 
Council Chambers, Swansea, 21 st April, 1877. 

I HAVE the honor to inform you that at a meeting of the Municipal Council, held on the 17th 
instant, I laid upon the table your circular on the question of the Centralization of Jhe Police, arnr 
the following resolution was pas5ed :-Resolved, "That this meeting do not approve of the con_tem-
plated alterations." · 

I w_ould venture to e~press my individual opinion that a. thorough Centralization of the Police 
should be effected, and the whole ·be placed on the same footing as the Territorial Police ; all c_on-, 
trol, pay, distribution, &c., vest~d in. the b.ands of the Executive Governmen_t, not allowing the 
M µnicipalities to have any power in the ·management or direction of the Police beyond that which 
they may possess as Justices of the Peac:e.. It is very undesirable to have two systems of Police 
government, as they are sure to clash and rather to act in opposition than in support of each other ; 
and it is also unjust to the poo:rel'. districts who.h_ave to pay the full tax of ninepence for Police alone, 
whereas the more wealthy only pay' from fivepence to eightpence both for Police and Municip[!.L: 
the Police_.tax should be equally distributed and all. pay alike. I do not kno"' of any other British 
colony having two systems of Police government. · The Pplice is the only protection we have, and. 
the present system is like having an army under separate military regulations, discipline, or co'ntrol; 
~nd und~r two.forms of.Government, viz., Monarchal and Republican. 

Trusting I may not have trespassed too much, 

__ ·!'have; &c_ ... 
'· (Signed) 

Tlte Hon. tlte Colonial Secretary, Hobart Town. 

.·.• .. : .. 

EDWARD CARR SHAW, Warden. 

· Bellerive Council Chambers, 26tlt April, 18.77i: 
Sin, . . . . · . . .· · . ,. -. ·-. . ~- · : ._ , ; . . . _ . .. . . · . . . · _ ~ · 1 .. 

1 
.- .. _:: •

1 
~-: . • • _ ·-.- ~ • - • .. •~ 

' · I HAVE. the honor to arknowledge the rec~ipt of your circular of the 7th instant, iritimating1 th.at: 
the question of the Centralization of the Police having engaged the attention· of the Government; 
they are convinced that the time has arrivecl:when an alteration in the existing system is imperatively 
demanded, and that it·is their-intention.to submit to Parliament a scheme sufficiently comprehensive 
io meet the diffic~ltjes e.xP.eri~nced in the working of the.present systeIII, !1-~ !D:. :co:n.s.~q4ence. of Jh~ 
division of authority and responsibility-;s~nce, the e~t!lblishment of Municipalities in this Colony the 
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eiids -0fjusticeliave in soriie cases ·been defeated. Also that the Government propose to introduce a 
measure which, while vesting the central authority in the hands of the Executive Government, with; 
primary.control over· and.distribution of all members of"the Pplice, will leave the: detailed. arrange-: 
ments as at present-with.those ·most conversant with local wants;. and finally, that the -Government: 
are of opinion that the Police Force will be rendered more efficient if constables are enabled to -act,· 
should necessity arise, in any qther Municipality than the one to which they may be-specially attached. 
In reply I haye the honor to state-that the Municipal, Council have now had the.control and 
management of the Police Force in this Municipality for more than sixteen years, and in view of the 
:result, I beg respectfully to dissent from your expression of opinion that the time has . arrived when 
an alteration in the existing system is imperatively demanded. On the contrary, I ·would venture to 
draw your attention to the fa~t that during the whole of that period the perpetrators of crime in the 
district have been almost invariably detected, and to the present general tranquillity of the Munici:.:, 
pality as a proof of the efficiency of our Police Force, and of the satisfactory working of. the existing. 
system, at least in the Municipality -of Claren~e. So far·as my experience and observation extend I 
a.in not aware of any case'in which the ends of justice have been defeated in consequence of a divisioIJ. 

. of authority. . . ·. · .. 

. , : _ ~ would_ submit that any m~asure having for its object the vesting of central authority in the 
hands of the Executive Government, with primary control over and distribution of all members of 
th~ Police Force, and leaving the detailed arrangements as at present with the respective Municipal 
Councils, must necessarily entail such a division of authority arid respo-nsibility as would inevitably 
lead to confusion and misunderstanding, and seriously militate against the efficiency and proper 
management of the Force. 

I would venture to submit, that under· the existing regulations constables are enabled to act, 
should the necessity arise, in any other municipality th~n the one to which they may be- specially 
~ttached, (see 29 Vie;t: No. 9,_i:;~ct. _22, and form of oath in the schedule to that Act). I may further. 
state, that the greatest unanimity and good feeling have hitherto existed and still exists between the 
Police Force of this and that of each of the adjoining Municipalities. It has sometimes happened 
that an officer has been called upon to act in another:municipality than the one to which he has been 
attached, and on every occasion al~ .possible information and assistance have been readily given. 

In . conclusion I desire to state, t~at in my opinion .any faults in Police management in the 
various Municipalities are chiefly attributable to a want of proper supervision on the part of those in 
authority;· and not to any inherent defects in the system itself; · The-tendency of the proposed scheme 
of centralJza_tion would, in my judgment, be to increase instead of diminish those faults, inasmuch as. 
it is •difficult to suppose that executive supervision carried on·at a_ distance and under the. manifold·' 
disadvantages arising from a limited knowledge of local circumstances can be as effective as that of 
:resident Municipal authorities. who are daily brought into contact with the practical efficiency of the 
force, and who, must, 9f necessity, be in a better position to. direct, control, and to provide a remedy 
for any existing abuses. 

The Honorable THOMAS REIBEY, Colonial Secretary, 
Hobart Town. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed)·::· HENRY LAMB,- Warde;,,~ 

Green Ponds,_ 27th April, 1877. 
Srn, . . 

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yo~r circular of the 7th April instant; respecting 
centralizing the Police, and asking for such:' suggestioninipon the same as myself or the Councillors 
<:Jf this Municipality may have to offer. · · · · · 

In reply, I beg to inform you that I laid the same before the Council at its last meeting, when 
it was resolved that I should ask you .to be good enough .to cause a copy of the Bill which the 
Go_vernment propose bringing before Parliament to be forwarded to me, and the Council will then 
be prepared to take the matter into .its consideration. 

I have, &c. 

. _ (Signed) THOS. GORRINGE, Warden·.·_ 
The H~norable the Colonial Secretary, Hobart Town. 

·-;·:··:, 



Sm, 
Council Cltambers, Botltwell, 30tlt April, 1877. 

. I HAVE the honor to inform you, that your circular of the 7th April instant, relative to the 
Centralization of the Police Force, was laid before a full meeting of the Bothwell Municipal Council, 
on Saturday last, the 28th April, when the following resolution, was, passed· in regard thereto, 
namely- . - . 

"Resolved unanimously, That this Council, having' taken into its consideration the Colonial 
Secretary's circular of the 7th April instant, is of opinion that before attempting to offer any sugges­
tions thereon it is desirable the Council should have the Government draft Bill before it." 

" Resolved, That application be made to the Government for a copy of the same; and further that 
the Warden do write to the Colonial Secretary enclosing a copy of the foregoing resolution, and at 
same time request the favour of an explanation as·to the exact construction to be· put on paragraph 
four of the circular." 

-Tlte Hon. tlte Colonial Secretary. 

Sm, 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) N. P. ALLISON, Warden. 

Council Cltambers, Hamilton, ]st May, 1877; 

.. W ITU reference to your circular· o_f the 7th ultimo, wherein you request tl1at 1 and the Coun­
cillors of this Municipality should afford you any suggestions in our power with regard to a proposed 
scheme for the Centralization of the Police, I have the honor to forward the following extract of the 
minutes of a meeting of the Hamilton Municipal Council, held in the Council Chambers, Hamilton, 
on Monday, the 30th ultimo, viz. :- • 

"A circular, dated the 7th ultimo, from the Honorabie the Colonial Secretary, relative to the 
Centralization of the Police, was read. Moved by Councillor Walker, and -seconded by Councillor 
Dix<;m, 'That the circular having only been received by the Warden since the last meeting and laid 
before the Council this day, its co)lsidei·ation be deferred till next meeting.' Carried unanimously." 

I have, &c. 

The Hon. tlte -Colonial Secretary. 
(Signed) JOHN KING, Warden. 

Sm, 
Council Cltambers, Fingal, 3rd 111ay, 1877. 

· I HAVE the· honor to acknowledge the receipt of your circular dated the 7th ultimo, informing 
me " that the question of Centralization of the Police having engaged the attention of the Govern­
ment, they are convinced that the time has arrived when an alteration in the existing system is 
imperatively demanded;" and submitting to me the outline of the scheme the Government intend to 
submit to Parliament to carry out that object. In reply I have to :inform you that I submitted the 
circular referred to to the meeting of the Municipal Council •held yesterday, when the following 
resolution was carried :-

" That this Municipal Council, while admitting that certain alteration:3 are required in 'The 
Rural Municipalities Act,' and 'The Police Regulation Act,' to further the ends of justice, 
decidedly object to . .the p1·oposed scheµie for the Centralization of the Police, as sketched in the 
circular from the Hon. the Colonial Secretary, dated 7th April, 1877.'' 

Tlte Hon. tlte Colonial Secretary .. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) ROBERT CARTER, Warden. 

Council Clerk's Office, Longford, 4tlt .llfay, 1877. 
Sm, . . . 

I 
0

AM directed by the "\iVarden of this Municipality to forward you a resolution passed at a meet­
ing of the Council on the 3rd May instant, in answer to your circular, 7th April, 1877, respecting 
the Centralization of the Police :-

" That this Council, having considered-the ··:Honb:rable · the Colonial Secretary's circular of the 
7th April, I 877, :is of opinion that as the principle of local management has been encouraged by the 
Government and has worked well, tending to economy and efficiency, relieving the Central Govern­
ment of much responsibility, regards the contemplated movement to centralize the Police as of a 
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retrograde character. That this Council, being convinced from past experience that the Police can 
be better managed by the Municipality than by the Central Government, with greater economy .and 
efficiency to the ratepayers, regards the proposition to centralize the Police, and thereby take all 
control out of the power of the Municip'al Council, as most ,objectionable and inexpedient; at the 
same time this Council considers that some slight modification •might be advantageously effected." · 

The Hon .. the Colonial Secretary. 

I have, &c. . . . . ...... . 
(Signed) HENRY 'S. HUTCHINSON, CouncilClerk. 

Council Chambers, Oatlands, 7th May, 1877. 
SiR, . . 

I HAVE the honor to inform you that your circular of the 7th ultimo was submitted to the 
consideration of the Municipal Council of Oatlands on the 5th instant, and that the Resolution below 
was passed unanimously by the Councillors present on that day. -

I have, &c • 
. (Sigmid) __ JOHN ROWLAND ROE, Warden. 

The Bon. the Colonial Secretary, Hobart Town. 

Copy of Resolution re Centralization of the Police. 
"'rhat .the Council qecline to offer any suggestions i'intil they have had an opportunity of verusing a copy of the 

.Bill to be introduced into Parliament.'' : · 

Srn, 
Council Cltambers, Campbell Town, 7th May, 1877. 

. I HAVE the honor to acknowledge receipt of your circular of 7th ultimo 1.1pon the question of 
Centralization of the Police, and in reply beg to inform you that, having called a special meeting of 
the Council for this day to consider the question, they have authorised me to convey to the 
Government that in their opin.ion the system at present in force has worked satisfactorily, as the 
Report of the Inspector of Police for the year ending 30th June, 1876, shows, as_ to the number of 
crimes reported and the number of offenders convicted ; and it is very doubtful if the Police would 

· be equally vigilant and effect.ive if they were under a head who could only give occasional super­
vision as under that of those whose local knowledge must be much greater. But they are of opiniori 
that should any emerg·ency-arise that the _Police be required to be concentrated at one place that 
the Central Government should have the power to direct it without first requiring the consent of 
the Council, as at present. But they are opposed to- Centralization, as it has been laid down by 
an eminent authority that there must be life, common action, -and freedom in the little things of 
Municipalities in order that there may be life and common action and freedom in the greater things 
of a nation; as in countries where there is real political life there is a consta·nt tendency to increase 
the sphere of Municipal action and duties instead of diminishing them. 

The Hon. tlte Colonial Secretary. 

S1R, . 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) JAMES GIBSON, Warden. 

Town Hall, Launceston,-Sth May, 1877. 

· IN reply to your circular of the 7th ultimo referring to the Centralization of the Police, I have 
the honor to inform you that the Municipal Council of Launceston deems it inadvisable to express 
any opinion on the question under consideration until favoured with the particulars of the scheme 
mentioned in tlie said circular. 

I have, &,c. 

Tlte Hon. the Cvlonial Secretary, Hobart Town. 
(Signed) ALFRED HARRAP, .'i.Jfayor. 
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. . Council Cltambers, Richmond, 9tli May, 1877 . 
. SIR, . . . . . ' 

. IN reply to your circular of the 7th ultimo, having reference to the Centralization of the Police, 
J have the honor to inform you that I submitted the same for the consideration of the Municipal 
CounciJ of this District, when the following Resolution was pa~sed :-

Moved by Mr. Councillor Goodwin, and seconded by Mr. Councillor Brain,-" That this 
Council not being aware of any action on the part of the Municipal Police by which the 'ends of 
justice have been defeated,' and- from the meagre information contained in the Hon. the Colonial 
Secretary's circular as to the necessity for any change in the management of the Police Force, or 
the principle contained in the propose1 :Bill to give effect t_o the circ~lar, are . unable ~o offer any 
suggestions to the Government which would be of any practical value. (Carried unammously.) 

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) WINSTON C. SIMMONS, Warden. 

Council Chambers, Glenorcliy, lltli June, 1877. 
Sm, 

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge receipt of your circular letter, "Re the Centralization of the 
Police," under date 7th April last, and to inform you that, at a Meeting of Council on the 2nd 
instant, I was requested to infol'.m you that the Council had no particular suggestions to make, but 
thought the best ~ourse would be for the House to appoint a Committee and take evidence upon 
the subject. 

I have, &c. 

Tlie Hon. the Colonia~ Secretary. 
· (Signed) RICHD. SHOOBRIDGE, Warden. 

Srn, 
Council Chamber, Hamilton, 12tli June, 1877. 

I HAVE the honor to forward the following Extract from the Minutes of a Meeting of the 
Hamilton Municipal Council, held in the Council Chamber, Hamilton, on Tuesday, the 5th 
instant; viz.-

" The Honorable the Colonial Secretary's letter, dated the 7th April, 1877, (relative to the 
_Cen~alization of the Police, deferred from last meeting), was further considered. It was unanimously 
;r~solved that the Honorable the Colonial Secretary be requested to furnish a more definite statement 
of the intended measure of the Government with regard to Police management, to enable the 
Council to give an opinion." 

·The Hon. the Colonial Secretary. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) 

.J.llUi:15 JI .. Ut!U.BD, 
QOT.JUf:IIEl!IT l'RINTER1 TA.SJU.JfU, 

JOHN KING, Warden, 


