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MAIN LINE RAILWAY CORRESPONDENCE.

Re ADVANCES.
MinuTE PAPER FOR THE EXI:CUTIVE CounciL.

Colonzal Treasury, Hobart Town, 19 February, 1877
Trazr Colonial Treasurer submits that the sum of One thousand five hundred Pounds be advanced
to the Manager of the Tasmanian Main Line Railway Company, Limited, in accordance with the’

conditions set forth in an Agreement made the twelfth day of February instant between the
Colonial Treasurer of Tasmania and the said Compauy

CHARLES MEREDITH, Colonial Treasurer;

TrE Governor in Council approves.

E.:C. NOWELL.
The Hon. the quonz'al Treasurer. 19. 2. 77.

Memo. to Auditor.~20. 2. 77.

Mixure Parer ror THE Executive CouNcii.

Colonial T ieasury, Hobart Town, 19 March, 18717.
Tax Colonial Treasurer submits that the sum of One thousand five hundred Pounds be advanced
to the Manager of the Tasmanian Main Line Railway Company, Limited, in accordance with the
conditions set forth in an Agreement made the nineteenth day of March instant between the
Colonial Treasurer of Tasmania and the said Company.

CHARLES MEREDITH C’olomal Treasurer.

Tz Governor in Council approves. :
E. C. NOWELL.
19. 3. 77.

Memo. to- Auditor.—20. 3. 77.

STATEMENT of Amounts advanced to Tasmanian Main Line Razlmag/ Company,

Limited.
Date of Advance. : Amount. Total.
‘ £ s do .£ s. d.
5 June, 1876 ......... tesecesacsacies . 3000 ¢ O
28 November, 1876 ..... Meeserecess ceed|- 2500 O O T

13 December, 1876 ..veveieececnnsns we.dft 2500 O O
19 January, 1877 vvevereecerrinnssecanss 1500 0 O
21 February, 1877 vv.ceneessssces aanens 1500 0 0

21 March, 1877 ceveieiinanessanacnannns - 1500 0 O ) o

9500 0 O

£12,500 0 0

. WM. H. WINDSOR, Assistant Troasurer.
Colonial Treasury, 25th April, 1877.
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Re CONVEYANCE OF MAILS.

Hobart Town, 23rd February, 1877,
Sir, _
As I have an idea of relinquishing the Contract for the conveyance of Mails between Hobart
Town and Launceston, you would greatly oblige by informing me whether, in the event of my
deciding to do so, it would meet the views of H. M. Government to release me from such Contract

after the 31st March next.
I have, &c.

_ (Signed)  SAML. PAGE.
To the Postmaster-General, &c., Hobart Town. :

Colonial Treasury, Hobart Town, 23rd February, 1877.
S1r,

I mavVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of this date intimating that you
have an idea of relinquishing the Contract for the conveyance of Mails between Hobart Town and
Launceston after the 31st of March next, and desiring to be informed whether such a course would
meet the convenience of the Government. Before entertaining your request, I must ask you to
state definitely whether you desire to give up the Contract or not, as from your letter I gather that
it is only an idea, which for obvious reasons the Government could not take into consideration.

‘T have, &ec.

: (Signed) CHARLES MEREDITH, Colonial Treasurer.
Samuer Pags, Esq., Collins-street,
Hobart Town.

Hobart Town, 24th February, 1877.
Sz,

I mavE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 23rd inst., and in answer
have to inform you that I wish to give up the Contract, provided I can make certain preliminary
arrangements, which I believe can be quickly made should the Government be willing to cancel
the Contract; but I cannot enter into such arrangements before I know whether I.will be released.
Should the Government be willing to release me I will decide within four days after receiving a
notification to that effect.

I have, &c.

(Signed) =~ SAML. PAGE.
The Postmaster-General, §c., Hobart Town. :

Tasmanian Main Line Railway Company, Limited, General Manager’s Office,
Hobart Town, 27¢th March, 1877.
Sir,

I HAVE the honor to inform you that the Tasmanian Main Line Railway Company, Limited,
have effected an arrangement with Mr. Samuel Page, under which, but of course subject to your
approval, the present contract for the carriage of the Mails will be surrendered to the Government
on the 16th April next, and the Railway Company would then undertake the carriage of the mails
over the Railway between Hobart Town and Launceston. '

On the part of the Main Line Railway Company, Limited, I have to assure you that they are
prepared to carry the Mails by Railway to all the Postal Stations along its course, and trust that
you will inform me at your earliest convenience -whether the Government can accept of such a
service, and at the time above stated.

I need scarcely remark that the Company have considered the right to carry the Mails to be a
cardinal condition in their Contract, and have protested against being deprived of this Contract right
for so long a period. : o . .

On referring to the Contract you will find it stated that;-“The Company to receive such
remuneration for the mail service as may be agreed upon, and in case of difference to be settled by
arbitration;” but I am not prepared to state what the Company would consider a reasonable
remuneration until we have had a shortexperience of the expense attending the service, which is that
of special night trains, in each direction, and will therefore be very costly.

The Contract provides that the Mail service, when once commenced, may not be suspended by
reason of the amount of remuneration not having been fixed upon, and therefore the Company
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“would take up the service, leaving the sum payable to them for future consideration ; or, if this be
“objected to, they would consent to undertake it for Twelve months for the sum of Two thousand
Pounds (£2000) per annum, in monthly payments, such being about the terms paid to the Laun-
ceston and Western Railway ; although in the neighbouring Colonies a very much higher remunera-
‘tion'is accorded to the railways.

It is perhaps necessary to state that for such sum the Company would undertake that,—

1st. Every train should carry mails, if required to do so by the Postmaster-General.

2nd. The Company’s Trairf Guards would also act as Mail Guards ; but should the Postmaster-
General prefer to supply his own guards, they shall be carried in the Company’s trains
as second class passengers.

3rd. The Postmaster-General not to require separate carriages, or the whole inside of a carriage
to be exclusively appropriated for the purpose of carrying or assorting mails ; but the
Company shall be responsible for such mails, carried in their parcels vans: should sepa-
rate carriages be required, the amount payable by the Government for their use shall not
exceed the rates charged by the Company to the public for similar accommodation.

‘4th, The Company to deliver the mails at the Post Offices of Glenorchy, South and North
Bridgewater, Campania, Jerusalem, Ross, Campbell Town, Evandale, and Evandale
Junction, and Breadalbane Road and St. Leonards stations if considered necessary.; and
to allow their stations at Antill Ponds and Corners, and such other stations as the Govern-
ment desire, to become Post Offices; also to stop their night mail trains contiguous to
the Post Offices of Lower Jerusalem, Tunbridge, Cleveland, and Snake Banks: at all
‘other stations the branch mail services to be performed by the Government.

‘5th. The night mail trains to start from Hobart Town and Launceston at or about 7 p.m., and
to rest upon the journey at Antill Ponds, or such other station as the Company may
propose and the Postmaster-General approve, the Company taking all necessary pre-
cautions for the proper guarding of the mails throughout the whole journey. These
trains to reach Launceston and Hobart Town not later than 8 a.m.

I have mentioned the above subjects, not so much with a view to make a fixed contract but as
proposals for your consideration, and to elicit the expression of your views. :

Trusting that this matter may receive your early attention, in order that the necessary arrange-
ments may be made, ’
T have, &ec.

- (Signed) CHARLES H. GRANT, General Manager.

Hon. Caas. Mereorra, M.H.A., Colonial Treasurer
and Postmaster- General.

Tusmania,

Gleneral Post Office, Hobart Town, 6th April, 1877.
Sir :
"I .am directed to- acknowledge your letter of the 27th ultimo, intimating to the Honorable
Colonial Treasurer and Postmaster-General that you had effected an arrangement with Mr. Samuel
Page, subject to the Postmaster-General’s approval, under which the present Contract for the
conveyance of the Mails between Hobart Town and Launceston will be surrendered to the Govern-
ment on the 16th of the present month, and that the Railway Company would then undertake the
carriage of the Mails. '

In reply, I am to inform you that the Postmaster-General will be prepared to enter into an
agreement (subject to conditions as hereafter stated) with you on behalf of the Main Line Railway
Company, Limited, to carry the Mails to, from, and between Hobart Town and Launceston, and all
Post Stations on the course of the Main Line Railway, for one year commencing on the 1st proximo,
and to pay you in monthly instalments at the rate of Two thousand Pounds per annum for the
performance of that mail service. :

The duties which you say the Company will undertake require alterationsand amendments, and
I am to state hereunder the conditions upon which your offer to carry the Mails will be approved.

1st. The mails to leave the Hobart-Town and Launceston Main Line Railway Stations at
7 p.M. six times a week each way, and arrive at Hobait Town and Launeeston Stations
at 7-30 ... the following mornings. ¢ These trains to rest upon the journey at Antill
Ponds or ‘such other station as the Company may propose; and the Postmaster-General
approve, the Company taking all necessary precautions for the proper guarding of the
mails throughout the whole journey.” : . '
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2nd. If required by the Postmaster-General, the whole inside of a carriage must be given up to
be exclusively appropriated for the purpose of carrying or assorting mails, but with the
consent of the Postmaster-General a portion of such mail carriage may be partitioned
off, such portion to be used by the Company for the carriage of parcels.

3rd. The carriages in which the regular night mails may be conveyed shall be fitted up at the
expense of the Company with pigeon-holes and other conveniences, in such manner as the
Postmaster-General may require.

4th. The Company to be wholly responsible for all mails received by their officers until delivered

to such persons as may be authorised by the Postmaster-General fo take delivery of
them.

5th. The Postmaster-General to have the power to detain the mail train for special mails for a
period that will not cause any risk to the safe working of the line.

6th. The Postmaster-General when on duty, or any officer of the department whom he may
depute, to have the privilege of a first-class seat by the mail or any of the Company’s
trains.

7th. Every train to carry mails when required to do so by the Postmaster-General, without
extra remuneration, and proper and ample accommodation to be afforded for their safe
conveyance, the Company to be held responsible for their safe delivery in such manner
as if conveyed by the regular night mail trains.

8th. The Company’s train guards to act as mail guards.

9th. The Company to deliver the mails at the Post Offices at Glenorchy, South and North
Bridgewater, Campania, Jerusalem, Ross, Campbell Town, Evandale, Evandale Junc-
tion, Breadalbane Road, and St. Leonards stations, and to afford accommodation for
Post Offices at such of their stations as the Postmaster-General may require ; also to stop
the night mail train contiguous to the Post Offices at Lower Jerusalem, Tunbridge,
Cleveland, and Snake Banks, for the delivery and receipt of mails. At all other stations
the branch mail service to be performed by the Post Office Department.

10th. The Company to enter into a bond to include the foregoing conditions, and for delivery of

the mails to, from, and between Hobart Town and Launceston at the specified hours,

_under the usual penalties contained in all contracts entered into by the Post Office
Department for the conveyance of mails.

I am to request an early reply to this communication, so that the necessary arrangements may
be made before the 30th instant to carry out alterations in the postal services that will be required
consequent upon sending the Mails by railway on the st proximo. :

I have, &e.
’ (Signed) A. C. DOUGLAS, Secretary.
Cruarres H. Grant, Esq., General Manager
Zasmanian Main Line Railway Company, Limited, Hobart Town.

Tasmanian Main Line Railway Company, Limited,
S Eingineer’s Office, Hobart Town, 6th April, 1877.
IR,

I mave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of this date, in which you inform
me that the Hon. Postmaster-General is prepared to enter into an agreement with the Main Line
Railway Company, Limited, for the carriage of the mails to, from, and between Hobart Town and
Launceston, and all post stations on the course of the Main Line Railway, for one year, commencing

on the first proximo ; and to pay therefor at the rate of two thousand pounds per annum, in monthly
instalments. :

I note that you require some alterations and amendments in the terms I proposed, which appear
to be as hereunder stated :—

Ist. The mails to arrive at Hobart Town and Launceston at 7-30 a.m. instead of 7-40 a.m.,

which alteration would be somewhat against the convenience of the travelling public,
but is otherwise unobjectionable.

2nd. If required by the Hon. the Postmaster-General the whole inside of a carriage must. be
exclusively appropriated for the purpose of carrying or assorting mails; but with consent
of the Hon. the Postmaster-General a portion of such mail carriage may be partitioned
off, §uch portion to be used by the Company for the carriage of parcels. Since the
runnmg of a special carriage exclusively for the mails would iavolve the traction of at
least four additional tons daily, in each direction, and the wear and tear consequent
thereon, the difference of cost between giving part of a carriage only would be very
large. The carriages, as constracted to carry the mails, are also break-vans, and convey
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passengers’ luggage besides parcels. I trust therefore that the Hon. the Postmaster-
General will allow this clause to be qualified, making the requirement of a whole
carriage subject to its being found necessary by experiment.

In regard to the 5th condition, I have simply to observe that the working of a single line of
railway, with its numerous intersections of trains, is extremely difficult, and one
uncontrollable irregularity will often disorganise the whole train service, especially should
the telegraph be inoperative at the time. On this consideration perhaps the Hon. the
Postmaster-General will allow the addition to this clause of the words “or undue
detention of passenger traffic.”

There may be sorae difficulty about the 10th and last condition, if it be attempted to make it
legally binding ; but the Hon. the Postmaster-General will doubtless remember that the
proper carriage of the mails is a condition of the contract between the Government and.
the Company, and that any default in-this respect by the Company imperils the receipt
of the guaranteed interest, which in itself is the best bond for the due performance of
the contract, by those who are certainly highly responsible parties.

You will notice that in the above remarks I do not propose any important modification of your
requirements, but should feel grateful if the suggestions herein proposed can be conceded ; in all
other respects those terms are agreed to.

I have, &e.

 '(Signed) CHARLES H.GRANT,
A. C. Dovcras, Esq., Secretary General Post Office.

5 General Post Office, 10th April, 1877.
IR, ‘ .
I mave the honor, by direction of the Postmaster-General, to acknowledge your letter of the
6th instant, and in reply to state, with reference to certain objections raised by you against
some of the conditions named in my letter of the 6th instant, under which the Postmaster-General
is prepared to agree for thé conveyance of the Mails between Hobart Town and Launceston by the
Main Line Railway,— :

Ist. As to the hours of arrival at Hobart Town and Launceston, which you desire may be 7-40
instead of 7-30 A.m. This point the Postmaster-General concedes, so long as the delivery of the
Mails at the respective terminal Post Offices by eight o’clock a.m. will be ensured.

2nd. As to the whole of a Carriage being set apart for the Mails. The Postmaster-General

will not exact this eondition unless the conveyance of Mails requires it; but the portion of the

_carriage in which the Mails are deposited (which portion will require to be ample as regards room)
must be partitioned off, so that the mail bags, &c. may be kept distinet from parcels, luggage, &e.

3rd. The Postmaster-General considers that the conveyance of the Mails should not be
rendered subordinate to the passenger traffic. The power to detain the Train for a reasonable time,
when important Mails are about arriving, must therefore be maintained. It cannot be expected
that the power of detaining the Train will frequently be exercised, but occasions may happen when
such detention would be most beneficial to the community at large. ‘ :

4th, The Postmaster-General will require the usual agreement to be entered into.

T have, &e. :

(Signed) A. C. DOUGLAS, Secretary.
C. H. Gravnt, Esq.,
General Manager Main Line Rathway Company.

Tasmanian Main Line Railway Company, Limited,
S General Manager’s Offfice, Hobart Town, 16th April, 1877.
IR, :
I mAvE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 10th instant, in which you
express the agreement of the Hon. the Postmaster-General with the Main Line Railway Company,
Limited, for the carriage of the Mails upon the Main Line Railway on and after the Ist proximo,
subject to certain modifications of terms previously specified.

In regard to the four conditions you allude to, I beg to thank you for the concession of the
alteration in the time of arrival from 7-30 to 7-40 a.m., and for your statement that the whole of a
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carriage ‘will not be exacted for the reception of the Mails, but only a partitioned off space of ample
dimensions to keep the Mail bags distinet from parcels and luggage, which compartment the
Company will undertake to provide. :

I have no objection to urge against your requirement in the third condition, but feel it my duty
to bring under your notice that any alteration in one train, in the case of a single line of railway,
involves the alteration and probable delay of every train upon the line while the Mail train is
ranning ; and that occasionally it is a matter of extreme risk and difficulty to alter these trains.
Such circumstances T will bring under your notice, should they occur, and do not doubt you will
take a reasonable view thereof.

- I'have instructed the Company’s Solicitors to settle the Agreement when submitted to them by
the Crown Solicitor. ‘
I have, &c.
(Signed) CHARLES H. GRANT.

A. C. Dovaras, Esq., Secretary General Post Office.

Tasmanian Mdin Line Railway Company, Limited, General Manager’s Office, -
' Hobart Town, 24th April, 1877.
Sir,
I mave the honor to forward herewith a draft of the Time Table on which it is proposed to run -
the Trains of the Main Line Railway, on and after the 1lst proximo, and trust it may receive the
approval of the Government, as is required by the Contract.

The Mail Trains have, I believe, been arranged to suit the convenience of the Post Office
service, and none of the Trains interfere with those ran throughout the Launceston and Western
Railway, but if any alteration in the Time Table be considered desirable by the Government I shall
be happy to make it.

I have, &ec.
(Signed) CHARLES H. GRANT.
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary. :

ForwarDED to the Hon, the Colonial Treasurer.
THOS. REIBEY..
25th April, 1877.




TASMANIAN MAIN LINE RAILWAY.

WORKING TIME TABLE.
On and after Tuesday, 1st May, and until further notice.

DOWHN TRAINS. TP PRAINS.
Miles - 2. 2. 3 19. i3, ks Miles |- . Be 12, &4 13. F, i, a,
Srom . Special . Jrom STATIONS Special | ; .
Hobart SraTIONS. Goods lstg2nd) L. & W.|1stg2md | L. § W.| L. & W.| Night || Loun- » . Coods L.& W.|lst§2nd| L. & W, [1lst§ d| L. & W. | Night
Town. Train. Eaxpress,| Train. | Freight.| drain. | Lrain. | Mail. || ceston. Train. Train, | Freight.| Train. | Ezpress.| Train. Mail.
AM. AM. AM. P.M. TAM, AM, AM. P.M. P.M. P.M P.M.
Hobart Town......| G0 80 . 10-30 7:0 Launceston .......| 60 80 830 | 1230 30 50 7'0
8 | Risdon Road ......| .. .. .- .. 7'8 4 | St, Leonards...... 612 89 848 | 1240 39 59 7-12
*6} | O’Brien’s Bridge..| 620 .. . 10'50 722 7% | Breadalbaze ...... 625 819 835 | 125 319 519 792
123 | New Norfolk Road.| 645 835 .. 11-10 .. .. 748 11 | Evandale Junction.| 640 831 910 16 330 581 725
133 | North Bridgewater.| 655 . .. |11s .. . 7+48 18 | Evandale ».......| 650 . 9-20 3-38 .. 745
173 | Brighton ......... 710 850 .. 11'85 .. .. 82 18 | Clarendon........ .. .. .. .. . e .80
21 |Tea Tree ..........| 730 .. .. 11:50 AP N 550 | 21 |Snake Banks .....| 7-30 .. 9-54 .. . e 815
27% | Campania ........ 80 9156 .. 12:20 o o 845 23 |Snake Banks.P.O. .. .. .. .. .. .. 8:25
. 32 | Lower Jerusalem ..| .. .. .. .. .. .. 9'5 28 | Epping Forest ....| 80 .. 1022 845
89 |Jerusalem ........ 855 | 945 .. 110 . .. 930 || 82 |Cleveland ........ 818 .. | 1038 . .. 90
46} | Flat Top.......... 940 .. .. 20 .. .. 1015 g5 |ICorners..... Arr, | 840 . 1050 .. 430 910
513 | Jericho............| 102 .. .. 2-20 .. .. 1035 Ditto. .. Leave
55; | Oatlands ... Arr. | 1020 | 1085 .. 2:35 .. .. 1050 42 | Campbell Town ..| 910 |- .. 11'15 . 448 .. 935
’ Ditto . ... Leave| 10:50 . .. 545 49 | BOSS -onnin Arr. | 940 oo | 1145 . 55 . | 100
57} -| Eastern Marshes ..| 11°0 .. . 2:55 .. . 110 : Ditto... Leave] .. . 1155
62} | York Plains ...... 11415 . .. 3+20 .. .. 1118 59 | Tunbridge........ 10-20 .. |1230 . .. .. |1035
68 | Antill Ponds .Arr. | 11445 | 1110 .. 345 .. .. 1140 63 | Antill Ponds..P.O.| .. .. .. .. - .. 711050
TRl ° AJM. 65 | Antill Ponds. Arr. | 10°45 .. 10 .. 535 .. 110
Ditto....Leave| 10 11'15 . 45 .. .. 3+30 . AM.
70 Ditto .....P.0.| .. .. .. .. .. .. 338 Ditto. ... Leave| 1145 .. 1:30 . 540 . 80
74 | Tunbridge........ 1:20 .. .. 4-30 .. .. 3:55 70} | York Plains ...... 12:15 . 1'58 .- . . 325
Ross.........Arr. | 150 | 1145 .. 55 . .. 4:30 754 | Eastern Marshes . .| 12:30 .. 220 . .. . 345
833 Ditto ... .Leave| 155 77% | Oatlands.... Arr. | 12:50 .. 230 . 615 .. 355
91 | Campbell Town....| 215 | 125 .. 5'30 .. . 455 Ditto.... Leave| 30 .. 240
98 Corners......Arr. | 285 12-18 .. 552 .. .. 520 815 Jerlch‘o ---------- 315 . 2:55 .. .. .. 410
Ditto ....Leave . 86% Flat T (01 1 B 3'35 .e 315 .o .. .o 4:30
101 |Cleveland ........ .. v .. 64 .. .. 533 94 |Jerusalem ........ 425 .. 40 .. 76 . 510
105 | Epping Forest ....| 255 . .. 6-20 ... | 50 { 101 |Lower Jerusalem..| .. .. .. . . 530
110 |Snake Banks..P.0.| .. .. .. .. .. .. 610 || 1054 | Campania ........ 520 .. 445 o 787 .. 555
112 |Snake Banks...... 315 .. .. 648 .. 620 - |l 112 [TeaTree......... 545 . 510 .. .. 620
115 { Clarendon ........ 1151 | Brighton......... 65 .. 525 .. 82 .. 635
Evandale ....Arr. | 836 | 1'10 .. 720 . .. | 630 119} | North Bridgewater.| 625 .. 542 S R 6'50
120 Ditto ....Leave] 345 | 120} | New Norfolk Road.| 630 | .. | s46 | .. | 817 | .. |_6%5
122 | Evandale Junction.| 40 115 99 785 24 6'9 7:0 196} | O’Brien’s Bridge..| 7'25 .. 6'6 .. .. .. 7'16
126 | Breadalbane ...... 417 .. 921 7-44 219 621 716 | 130 | Risdon Road...... - .. .. .. .. 7:97
129 | St. Leonards.. ... 428 .. 931 755 2-:30 681 726 183 | Hobart Town ....| 745 . 630 .. 845. ‘e 7°40
133 | Launceston ........| 440 | 145 940 | 810 2:40 640 740
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Colonial Treasury, Hobart Town, 28th April, 1877.
Sir,

I nave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a letter addressed by you to the Honorable
the Colonial Secretary, dated 24th instant, enclosing the Main Line Railway Train Time Table on
and after the 1st proximo, which has been referred to this Office.

I observe that it provides for Trains with the Mails leaving at the hours already agreed on with

this Department in the special arrangements made with the Company for the conveyance of the
Mails hitherto carried by Mr. S. Pade

I have, &e. _
(Slgned) CHARLES MEREDITH.
C. H. Grant, Esq., Manager Tasmanian Main Line Railway.

Re LOAN OF £3000.

Mimxvure Paper vor THE ExEcuTivE CouNciL.
Colonial Treasury, Hobart Town, 28th April, 1877.
Tuz Colonial Treasurer submits that the loan of £3000 made to the Tasmanian Main Line Railway
Company on the third day of June, 1876, to be repaid with interest at five per cent. per annum on

the first day of January, 1877, be extended to the first day of August mnext, the Company paying
interest thereon at the rate of six pounds per cent.

CHARLES MEREDITH.

Tre Governor in Council approves.
E. C. NOWELL.
‘ . 30. 4. 77.
Agreement executed 27th February, 1877.

Re PAYMENT OF INTEREST ON £650, 000.

Tasmanian Main Line Railway Company, Limited, General Manager’s Office,
Hobart Town, 27th April, 1877.
Sir, . .
I mave the honor to forward herewith an abstract of the 1‘eceipts and expenditure of the Main

Line Railway Company for the quarter ending the 31st of March last, so far as they can be made
up in this Colony.

It is gratifying to observe that the traffic 1ece1pts during the past three months have been slightly
in excess of the working expenditure, and that but for the balance of the previous qaarter, bronght

forward in accordance with the 9th section of the Contract, there would have been a smaII c1ed1t
balance on the working accounts.

On these statements the Company are entitled, under the 14th section of the Contract, to claim
the full guaranteed interest, on an expenditure of Six hundred and fifty thousand Pounds, (which,
howevel in construction has been very ]aroely exceedad); and the additional amount now due is
therefore Eight thousand one hundred and twenty-five Pounds, for which the account is hereto
attached.

I have also prepared, and forward herewith, a statement of the amount due by the Government
to the Company for guaranteed interest up to the present time, being a sum of Thirty-five thousand
and fifteen -Pounds Eight shillings and Five pence ; but this does not include the interest payable
on overdue accounts, as previously alluded to, and many expenses which are not yet determined.

In the figures herewith submitted the loans from the Government are included in the receipts,
and therefore a credit is taken for the whole liability on such loans. Whatis shown as a balance
consequently in most part refers to previous expenditure on the Railway.

In requesting you to pay the amount due, within the fourteen days prescribed by the eighth
clause of the Contract, I can only repeat my remarks when making a similar application on the 18th
January last, that the sum is both legally and morally due, and truly earned by the Comp'my giving
a far greater consideration than was stipulated for; *thelefme on all the puncxples 01 honesty and
just dealing, the amount should be at once cheexfully p'ud

I have, &e. . )
The Hon. the Colonial Treasurer. (Signed) CHARLES H. GRANT.
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TASMANIAN MAIN LINE RAILWAY COMPANY.

.AN ABSTRACT of Receipts and Expenditure on account of Traffic coyveyed over Tasmaman Mazn
o Line Railway for the Three Months ending March 31, 1877

Br., RroErrrs. £ s d ar. EXPENDITURE. £ s d
To Traffic. Receipts as per Cash Book ... 10,991 9 1 | By Balance from last quarter .......... 1862138 '7
Loans from Government .......... v... 4500 .0 0 | Working Expenses, as per Accounts paid 10,926 17- 8
Balance ........... caennes cerecene..a 9895 4 4 | Interest paid to Government for Loan ... 87 2 5

Petty Cashon hand .....vocvvevnnns . 919 9
Liability to Government for Loans,..... 12,500 0 0
-£25,386 18 5 £25,886 18 &

R, J. ELLIS, Accountant. CHARLES H. GRANT, General Manager.

TASMANTIA.

' THE GOVERNMENT OF TASMANIA Br.

To THE TASMANIAN MAIN LINE RAILWAY COMPANY LIMITED

‘Guaranteed Interest Department £ d

One full Quarter’s Interest due, as per Contract between the Government of
Tasmania and the Tasmanian Main Line Railway Compauy, Limited, at the rate
of five per cent. per annum on the full sum of £650,000 expended on the con-
. struction of the Railway, as shown by previous accounts and vouchers in the-
* possession of the Government. Say one quarter of whole guarantee of £32,500

PEr ADNUIN 4 .ivereesarenresasnsarss : ‘

1877..
“Jan. 1st

8’
- To.

to
March 31st.

esssescecssasansvsrsdengecacraane P

£8125 0 O
b

1

.Amounting 'to " :
£8125 0. 0

(Signature of Claimant)—7"%e Tasmanian Main Line Railway Company, Limited,
by their Agem‘ and Attorney—

~R.J. ELLIS, Accountant. C. H. GRANT

TASMANIA.

THE GOVERNMENT OF TASMANIA PBr.
. " To TASMANIAN MAIN LINE RAILWAY COMPANY, LIMITED.
1876. Guaranieed Interest Department. . - £ s d
March 15th.  Balance due, as per Account rendered.....coceverveeerrenne seens Cemetienaaian 1003 12 1Q.
March 15th !
eCstet " § Interest due, ditto ........... et e et 1424 18 2
April 1500 1 Ditto, ditto........ e e aas eereas e .. 8125 0 0
Te i 3 Ditto, ditto...uiinnnn. ceeeenen e et . 8125 0 0
Oct. 1st to . . 8125 0 O
Dec. 3lst. } Ditto, ditto....veevua.... Ge ettt aciceransaensteranaentsesar aenatnaanns
1877. '
Tt U Ditto, ditto....... et e e . 812 0 0
Jan. 16th. Interest paid to Government un account of Loan. .,...... teseestaieeans cesrsene 87 2 &
P D —  ——
£35,015 8
Amounting to
5 5

£35,015

(Signature of Claimant)—7"%e Tasmanian Main Line Railmway Company, Limited,
by their Agent and Attorney—

C. H. GRANT.

Nore.—This Account does not include the amount due for interest on overdue Accounts after fourteen days from time of
rendering the same according to Contract, on a portion of which interest at the rate of ten per cent. per annum has necessarily
- been paid to the Commercial Bank,,
R. J.

ELLIS, Accountant..
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S Colonial Treasury, Hobart Town, 28th April, 1877.
IR, ,
I mave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of yesterday forwarding an abstract
of the receipts and expenditure of the Main Line Railway Company for the quarter ending 31st of
Mearch last, and applying for payment of interest which you state is due to the Company: .

I have to thank you for the statem~nt enclosed showing the several sums claimed by you on
behalf of the Main Line Railway Comp..y- up to 31st March, 1877. :

I have, &e. =~ = ' '
(Signed) CHARLES MEREDITH.

C. H. Grant, FEsq., Manager Tasmanian Main Line 'Rai'lway.

CROWN AGENTS.

Downing-street, London, 26 September, 1876.
SIr, _ .
I mavE to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 8th July last, with copies of a corre-
spondence which has passed between the Government of Tasmania and the Agents of the Tasmanian
Main Line Railway Company. The Crown Agents received the printed correspondence wvid
Brindisi; but your letter under acknowledgment, having been forwarded with the Southampton
portion of the Mail, did not reach this. Department till the 4th instant.

A special meeting of the Bond and Shareholders of the Company was held at the Cannon-
street Hotel on the 31st ultimo, or four days before the Crown Agents were in possession of your
letter of the Sth July. Had that letter been forwarded vid Brindisi, the Crown Agents would have
received it in time to have enabled them to watch the interests of the Government of Tasmania. at

that meeting. ‘

Before receiving your letter I had seen a report of the proceedings of ‘the.special meeting, of
which I enclose a copy, as it appeared in the Investors’ Guardian of September 2. This, so far as
I can ascertain, is a complete account of what occurred at that meeting; and the speech of the
Chairman did not appear to the Crown Agents to call for any immediate action on their part.

Should occasion arise, your letter of the 5th July last to Mr. Grant shall be published ; and the
Crown Agents will take care that the position of the Colony shall be placed in a true light before
those concerned and before the British publie.

‘ I have, &ec.
' (Signed) W. C. SARGEAUNT,

The Hon. the Colonial Treasurer, Tasmania..

JAMES BARNARD,
GOVERNMENT PRINTER, TASMANIA,



