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REPORT for 1881 of the Officer of Health for the Towns of New Town, Sandy
’ . Bay, and Wellington Hamlets.

Sig, :

TaE population of Tasmania, as ascertained by the Census taken in April, 1881, was 115,705,
against 99,328 in 1870, showing a total increase of 16,377 in upwards of ten years, and an increase
of 3405 on the estimated population for 1880. The number of deaths registered throughout the
Island during 1881 was 1733, being 99 less than in 1880. This gives a death-rate for the whole
Island of 149 per 1000, which is slightly in excess of the death-rate of Australasia for 1880, but
more than 5 per 1000 better than that of England and Wales. Leaving the further consideration
of this larger subject to the able Government Statistician, I learn that the population of the Hobart
Registration District, as taken by Census, was 27,248. This District includes the City of Hobart
and the Towns of New Town, Sandy Bay, and Wellington, and the rest of the Electoral
Districts of Glenorchy and Queenborough. The total number of deaths which occurred in this
District in 1881 was 635, giving a death-rate of 233 per 1000, compared in the following Table
with the monthly deaths during the previous 19 years :— ,

TABLE 1. .
TABLE of Deaths in the Hobart Registration District for the 20 Years, 1862-1881 inclusive.
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55 58 52 87 38 53 36 43 56 30 45 52 553
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48 49 99 102 77 62 55 66 51 55 45 41 750%
53 438 48 32 63 47 61 44 44 63 58 52 613
73 64 71 68 57 44 76 72 60 54 56 60 7601
61 62 72 51 55 61 51 45 40 45 44 42 630
63 61 64 53 50 53 68 58 44 51 30 41 641

53 62 81 51 36 56 68 47 44 49 48 47 647
65 58 56 40 66 48 49 58 45 44 47 59 635

90 Years’ Average| 515 | 5113 | 595 | 4518 | 47| 481 5318| 4617| 42y7| 461 | 41| 45%| 58134

® Measles epidemic.  Scarlatina epidemic.

On examination of the foregoing table, which will be very useful for future reference, it will
‘be seen that, considering the increase of population, the year 1881 compares favorably with those
preceding it. Coming now to the monthly averages, it appears that March, July, February, and
January are in that order the wmost fatal to life, while November and September are least so. This
is probably to be accounted for by atmospheric reasons, the summer heats causing miasmatic
diarrheea, especially fatal to children ; while the colder weather of July lessens the vitality of the
aged and infirm. '
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TABLE II. -
Above ’ Below .
Months of | Deaths in Hobart Above or City share N";"’ T own S“;’d!/ Bay W;zllmyton
Year 1881, | Registration District.| below 1880. 20 Years of Deaths. ;)","f"f :szaT:’qf Sﬁartcqu
’ Mean of the Month. eatns. earhs. eans.

January ...... 66 {1+ 8 + 1444 36 16 2 2
February .... 58 — 4 + 65 41 11 1 0
March......... 55 —-206 . — 44 33 17 3 0
April.......... 40 c | —11 —513 29 6 0 0.
May...ccoeunes 66 +30 +1843 51 12 0 1 -
June .......... 48 — 8 01 . 29 12 0 2
July..coeeueeees 49 —19 —418 30 13 0 . 3
August ...... 58 11| 4118 - 32 17 0 0
September ... 45 i + 1 + 2% 32 10 1 0
October ....... 44 — 5 —218 25 71 4 1
November ...| . 47 —1 + 6§ 28 11 1 0
December..... 59 +12 +131 42 13 0 2

635 1 74 162 408 149 12 11

580 : - ~ et

980
55 12

This table, compared with a corresponding one of 1880, gives a balance of 12 in favor of 1881.
No month of the year bad an excessive number of deaths, though January and May had each 66,
while in April there were only 40. The largest number of deaths in any month of 1880 was 81 in
March, the smallest, 36, n May. -The city share of deaths was 408, being 34 more than in 1880.
Probably not as many as this actually belong to the city, as it is difficult to trace all cases, By the
recent Census the population of the city was found to be 21,118 : this, then, gives us a death-rate of
19-3 per 1000,—far too high a death-rate for so favourably situated a town.” New Town has the
large number of 149 deaths for a population of '1720 ; this gives the enormous death-rate of 86:G
per 1000. Judging carelessly, it might be supposed from this that New ‘Town was a very unhealthy
place to live in. . The true explanation of this high rate being that upwards of 700 of the population
of the township are invalids from various parts ot the Island concentrated at the two Asylums, where .
127 out of the 149 deaths occurred, leaving the death-rate. for the rest of New Town at 22 per 1000.
The Sundy Bay share of deaths is only 12, which gives a death-rate of 150 per 1000 ; the
Wellington share, 11. During the year 55 deatbs occurred, most of them at the hospital, of persons
not belonging to the Hobart Registration District.

TABLE IIIL
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The above table, which compares the diseases causing death in each month of 1881 with the
four preceding years, shows that 1881 has been much more favourable to life in those diseases which
are classified as Zymotic, and more or less preventible by sanitary science. In this class only 70
deaths were registered, as against 101 in 1880, 98 in 1879, and 107 in 1878. There were absolutely
no fatal cases  of Typhoid Fever or Scarlatina during the year, and only one each of Diphtheria and
Erysipelas, and two of Whooping-cough. Diarrheea, too, was much less prevalent thanin previous
years, though * Other Zymotie,” which includes some cases of Measles and Pyzemia, had more deaths.
In the Constitutional Class, and that of Violence, the deaths for 1881 were aboat the average ; while
in Local Diseases they are slightly fewer; and in Developmental Diseases, principally Atrophy of
- children, and Old Age, they are in excess. : '

TABLE 1V.
Months. Under 1./1 to 5.5 to 10,| 10 fo 15. | 15 fo 20. | Total under 20.| 20 to 60. |60 and above.|Total at all ages.

20 2 0 2 1 25 17 24 66
13 2 1 0 1 17 14 27 58
16 3 1 2 1 23 .8 27 55
16 3 0 0 1 20 6 14 40

16 8 0 0 1 25 19 22 66 '
5 2 0 0 1 8 18 22 48
7 5 0 3 0 15 15 19 49
7 3 1 2 1 14 14 30 58
7 4 2 1 2 16 8 21 45
October . 9 1 1 1 3 15 .16 13 44
November ......ccoceunnee 10 1 0 "2 0 13 13 21 47
December....cceeureennee.. 18 3 1 1 1 24 14 21 .89
ToraLs, 1881 ...... 144 37 7 14 13 215 159 261 685
Toravs, 1880 ...... 118 46 15 9 21 209 154 284 647
Torars, 1879 ...... 127 | 43 | 16 8 23 217 148 276 641
Torars, 1878 e 125 35 22 8 22 212 178 240 630
ToTaLs, 1877 .....;| 131 66 40 17 31 e85 197 278 760

This table gives the monthly deaths at various ages, and contrasts the totals with the four
preceding years. Here we are at once arrested by the startling fact that 144 deaths occurred in the
district of infants under one year old,—26 more than last year, and even 13 more than 1877, which
had a total of 760 deaths, Scarlatina being prevalent. The proper method of ascertaining the infant
mortality of any district, according to the Registrar-General of England, is to contrast the deaths
under one year old with the number of births: Using this method, then, I find that there were 887
births during 18&1, and 144 deaths under one year old, which gives a percentage of 16-2 deaths.
From a valuable paper on this subject, read before the Royal Society of Tasmania by that able
Statistician, Mr. H. C. Nowell, in 1875, I learn that the average percentage for the five years
1869-73 for the same district was 12:9 ; while for the whole Colony it was only 9-45. " In England a
similar percentage for the ten years 1861-70 was 14'9. This high rate of infant mortality, so rapidly
‘inereasing in our district, .cannot but be considered a bad sign, and must, if’ possible, be checked,
whether it be due to local causes, hereditary debility, ignorance in teeding, or culpable neglect on the
part of unmotherly mothers. In the quinquenmal periods, 1 to 5,5 to 10, and 15 to 20, 1881
contrasts favourably with the vears preceding, in that of 10 to 15 unfavourably. '

TABLE V. ’
HOBART Registration District.

Year. Births. Deaths. Births in excess of Deaths.
1871..cuenvennnnne. 773 514 259
1872..cciieinnnnn. 718 545 173
1873....... crreenes 725 584 | 141
1874 cceeniennnen. 783 586 197
1876.ucveennnns een 755 753 2
1876.ccieiininnenn. 761 605 : 156
1877 everinnnnnnes . 809 T 759 50
I1878.eenieiaa.nn 844 639 205
1879 ccuiniininnen. 858 . 648 . 210
1880.ccciernnien,s . 900 647 253
188I.cceieniennens 887 638 249

8818 6918 . 1895
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In the above table the number of births and deaths registered in the Hobart District during
the year 1881 are contrasted with those registered in the previous ten years. By this it appears
that more births were registered in 1881 than in any other year except 1880, which had 900, or 13
more, while 638 deaths were registered, being less than any year since 1877. In the previous part
of this Report the number of deaths for 1881 has been stated as 635, which is the actual number

- that oceurred within the year, whensoever registered. :

Some matters additional to the above statistical details require comment at my hands, and I
will briefly allude to them. Itis impossible to pass along the streets, and especially the suburban
streets, of this splendidly situated town, without discovering that there is no attempt made on the
part of the authorities to carry out an efficient system of drainage. Throughout the many miles of
streets in city and suburbs the length of the underground sewers can be measured by yards, and it
thus becomes practically impossible to carry out the 242nd Clause of the Police Act, compelling
people to connect their private drains with street sewers, if no sewers exist. The consequence is that
_ side channels and gutters, which should only carry off surface water, are made to do the duty of
subsoil sewers ; into them are drained the kitchen slops, soapy water, and even worse refuse from the
houses, which in their slow course to the harbour ferment and putrify, giving rise to poisonous and
offensive odours. One step in the right direction, however, bhas been taken by the Municipal
authorities, for during the year the main sewer of the city, the Hobart Rivulet, has been much
improved at its outlet, and the second portion of the work has been commenced. =~ When the whole
schewme has been carried out, and the inhabitants on each side compelled to convey their filth into
the centre channel, where a stream of salt water will be constantly flowing, instead of as now
depositing it on the banks, to their own and their neighbours’ discomfort, one great source of
pestilence will have been removed. The advantage of good drainage is well exemplified by the
diminished death-rate in the division of Harwich, England, known as Wilton, which until 1878 was
wholly without drainage. At that time an efficient system was introduced, with the following result :
Population, 5782 ; death-rate in 1878, 21°5; in 1879, 18:8; in 1880, 16'4; in 1881, 14'3. This
shows that in three years the death rate was reduced one third. Assuming an equally happy result
for Hobart properly drained, upwards of 200 people would yearly be added to, or rather kept in the
population.. ' .

. It is matter for sincere congratulation that at length a Compulsory Vaccination Act has been
passed ; for, as my predecessor in his enthusiasm for sanitary science urgently and repeatedly pointed
out, the arrears of-vaccination had so accumulated that it was almost hopeless to attempt to overtake
them. The scare produced by the near presence of smallpox in both Sydney and Victoria
undoubtedly did good in this respect, and with some amendnent in the present Act such arrears can
never occur again. I‘rom the Superintendent of Vaccinations I learn that upwards of 12,000 people
were successfully vaccinated last year by the Public Vaccinators, to which must. be added the
unknown though large number performed privately. To this extent the near approach of smallpox
has been an advantage to Tasmania; and when some system of peripatetic vaccinators has been
established, as suggested by the Superintendent, by which the outlying districts can be visited and
thoroughly vaccinated, at less cost than under the present Aect, it will become less and less possible
for this louthsome disease to gain a permanent footing in Tasmania, even should it reach our shores.
Yor seme time during the scare, and since, calf-to-arm vaccination was privately performed- in
Hobart, thus satisfying the caprice of thuse persons who preferred that method to the equally
efficacious and much more convenient practice of arm-to-arm vaccination.

The additional clauses of the Police Act passed during the last session of Parliament, which
gave the Mayor and Corporation power to remove dilapidated buildings, and order repairs when
required, have lately been acted upon. Visits ofinspection have been made to various parts of the
city by the Mayor and Health Committee, and houses manifestly unfit for "human habitation have
been pulled down ; while in other cases, where only the want of repairs has rendered them injurious
to the health of the inhabitants, the needed repairs have been ordered. Much, however, yet
remains to done, and it is too early to expect great results from this Act. ' :

I have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your obedient Servant,
EDWARD O. GIBLIN, M .D.
Hobart, 1st May, 1882.
2he Hon. W. Moorg, M.L.C., :

Colonial Secretary, Tasmania.

WILLIAM THOMAS STRUTT,
QOVERNMENT PRINTER, TASMANIA.



