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INSOLVENCY A.ND- CRIMINAL JURISDICTION. 

PETITION FROM. MERCHANTS AND TRADERS, 
LAUNCESTON.· 

Laid upon the Table by the Attorney-General, September 23, .1869; and ordered 
' to be printed with the names. . 



i~ His Excellency CHARLES Du CANE; ~squire, G~verno; ani Co'iitmiinder~in;. tiiiif 
of the1sland of Tasmania and its Dependencies. · · · . 

. ' . . . . ' . ~ ' ' ' ... 
The humble Petition of the undersigned Merchants, Landholders, Traders, and .others residinf in 

the Northern Division of the Island. 

MOST. RESPECTFU:LLY SHOWETH : 

THAT in the month of June, One thousand eight hundred and thirty-nirie, ari .Act was pttssed 
by the Legislative Council, intituled " An Act to mak,e provi~ion for the more effectual Distribution 
of Insolvent Estates," coritaining a proviso for the appointment of two Commission'ers to' preside at 
the several Meetings held.under the A_ct, to be respectively styled "The Commissioner of InsQlvent 
Estates for Hobart Town," and " The Qonimissioner oflnsolvent Estates for Launceston;" the.'former 
having Jurisdiction in Insolvencies declared in the South, and the fatter in those. declared in 
the North. · 

That the first Commiss1oner·of Insolvent Estates for Hobart Town was an English Barrister· of 
long standing at the Bar ; and such office has since been filled by professional nien of good: leg;al repute· 
up to the passing in 1867 of the Act of the Colonial Legislature, 30 Viet. No. 6, intituled- " A:n-Act: 
to confer Jurisdiction upoR the Judges of the Supreme Court in cases of Insolvency," . 

That the first appointment of Commissioner of Insolvent Estates for Laurtcesto;n· was coh­
ferred upon a Layman, and has cohtintted up to the present time to be held'by' a Laym·an! 

That various Acts for the Recovery of Small Debts have fr9;rii tinie to time li:e~n p'ii.ssed' bf the 
L_egislature, . the Courts having Jurisdiction· ,to the extent of Tliirty Pounds, preside if o.v'er' by. a' 
Co1:11missiorie:r and a Jury. That the appoinfrr~ent of Co1nmission~r _at Hobart'l'owri h~s_:iriv:iii~bl;r,. 
as m Insolvency, ?een conferre~ upon M~mbers ?f the Ba~, whilst the, corre~poiid1J!g o~c~ ,m 
Launceston has, with one. excepti,on, for a short period, when 1t was held by the present Sohc1tor-
General, been conferred upon a Layman, . . · . . · , . . 

That in 1857 an Act-was pass~d,.intitU:ied: "An Act to amerid th~ Law relatirtg tc) Geheral 
Sessions of· the Peace;" by the second Section'of which the Governor in Council was empowered to 
appoint Recorders for the Colony, the-q11aJification for such office being" persons who af the-time'of 
the commencement of the Act"held. the· office. of Chairman .. of any Court of Gen\:)ral· Sessions; or'being • 
Barristers of England:or' Ireland; Advcfoa:tes'of Scotland; or Barristets·' of the:s-upten:fo Court of. 
Tasmania of not· less tlian, Fiv~· years 'standing. 

That the appointm:ent'o(Recorder· for t·auncestbn;'hii:vin.1{ CritninaJ: Jurisd1~tion; with' a;'few·' 
exceptions, to the same exterit asth'e.Jridges of the land, was conferred upon a Layman. 

. . ' . . . ' 

. That.in 1867:Jh~. tegislatuie .r~pi=:aled. :the t~en existing statut~ iel~tirig. t9 'the- .R,~P~''.'ery_ ()( 
Small Debts, an~ passed, ~' An· Act-for· tll.e- mol'.e easy Recovery. of Small Debts', arid ,Damages;"L 
That under this Act, in Hobart -'!'own, claims not exceeding £ 10 are recoverable . before- ~ Qourt 
presided over by the Stipendiary, Magistrate 'or any Two Justices;- . Claim's above·that. amount and' 
to the extent of· £50- are i heard- ~nd, deternriried' before a Judge of the 5Supreme Court and ·a :Jury;·.· 
In· Launceston the sole: Jurisdfotion-is'vested:irr, a Layman to the- extezit' of: £30; · assisted ·ifr cases' 
above £10 by a Jury., ·· ' · 

. . . 

. Tµat:- Insolvency· is , now·· a· coilip6nerit' :ga~t of . the S~fir1·~~;; C~urp ~-_i.f~,~b~rt :'., '1:11n,/,~ ~11d( 
adm1mstered by the Judges of the land, who also exercise sole Cn.mmalJurtslliction:· In-Launceston· 
the Insolvency Law is administered by a Layman. 
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That the efficient administration of Justice in every department of Criminal and Civil Legisla­
ture, we respectfully submit, is superlative to all considerations of a monetary or economical nature. 

That in Launceston the arrangements for the administration of Justice in the minor Courts are 
universally regarded as ineffective, i:mperfect; and.higl.ily unsatisfactory. 

That an immediate assimilation of the· practice in Launceston to that which now obtains in 
Hobart Town in respect of the said Courts, __ arid e~pecially ·with. regard to Insolvency and Small 
Debts Jurisdiction, together with the establishment of a system affording ·speedier and fuller means 
for ascertaining the eµst~nce of Deeds of.Assignment, Mortgag·es, and especially Bills of Sale, &c., 
is absolutely necessary· for the protection· of the Commercial and other interests of the Northern 
Colonists. · · · 

Your Meniorialists therefore humbly pray : 

That Your Excellency will be pleased to direct that the necessary steps be taken for placing the 
Insolvency Jurisdiction of Launceston on the same footing as it exists in Hobart Town, under the 
provisions of the 30th Viet. No. 6. Also for placing the Small Debts Jurisdiction at Launceston on 
the same footing as it exists in Hobart Town, by vesting the Jurisdiction up to £10 in the Stipendiary 
l\1agi.strate or 'l'wo Justices of the Peace, and from that amount up to £50 in one. of the Judges of 
the Supreme Court. . 

Also, that Your Excellency will be pleased to direct that the necessary steps be taken for the 
trial of all Criminal Offences at Launceston, with the exception of those triable summarily, before 
one bf the Judges of the Supreme Court. 

And Your Excellency's Memorialists, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 

DuCi•oz, Nichols, and Company, merchants and 
landowners-Mr. Nichols, J.P. 

James Robertson_, mei'chant, landowner, and J.P. 
John Crookes, merchant, landowner, and J.P. 
J. H. Brand, grocer and tea dealer. 
P. 0. Fysh and Company, merchants. 
Bell and Westbrook, auctioneers and landholders. 
Samuel Bennett, draper. 
·w alch Brothers and Birchall, stationers. 
Landon Fairthorne, druggist and landowner. 
John To_ane, miller. 
J. S. Hadfield, draper and landowner. 
W. and J. Hart, ironmongers and landowners,-

,i\'Ir. W. Hart, :Mayor of Launceston, and J~P. 
J olrn Mitchell, ·grocer and teiJ, dealer, and landowner 
P. T. Keon, draper. 
'l'homas Jones, grocer and tea dealer. 
Lewis Cohen and Company, merchants. 
R. P. Dix, chemist and druggist. 
Donald M'Queen, grocer, tea dealer, and landowner 
James Roberts, grocer and tea dealer. 
J. and F. Castley, ironmongers-Mr. J; Castley, 

landowner. · .. · - · 
Frith and Jobson, drapers. 
Thomas Edo-irtton, corn factor. . . 
M'Phail and Weymout11, gro<;:ers and tea.dealers. 
Overell, 1\1:'Millan, and Hopkins, drapers. 
Smith and ·Poole, drapers. 
TJJJ>~s Corbett,- ir~nmonger _ ~cl landow1~er, , and 

Williamson and Thomas, drapers .. 
James Fish, boot a_nd shoemaker. 
George Hubbard, grocer·and tea dealer. · ·. · · · 
Ditchari:J., Button, and Company, tim_ber merchants· 

and landowners. 
William Jones, watch-and clockmaker. -· 
Pe_ter· Mills, architect.and builder. 
vV. C. Dawson; grocer.and.tea dealer . .: 
Augustus N. Spong, chemist anq druggist. 
George Pyle, general dealer and landowner. 
Thomas Craw,,Blacksmith.and lando~vner. 
Willi~in Craw,.:biacksmith and lando:w:ner 

J. Paybody, grocer and tea dealer. 
Alexander Webster, ironmonger, landowner, Alder-

man, and J.P. 
James J no. Hudson, stationer and J.P. 
Arthur Horne, landowner. 
_Irvine and M'Eachern, grocers, tea dealers, and 

wine and spirit dealers. 
Stephen Hopwood, stationer. 
Robert Jones, landowner. 
J. Fenell, butcher. 
Thomas. Fuller, draper. 
'William Stewart, baker. 
Joseph Kennedy, butcher. 
Anthony Hart, grocer, tea dealer, and landowner. 
Samuel J. Sutton, baker. 
Henry Vallentine, grocer and tea dealer, and wine 

and spirit dealer. 
J. T. Cramp, draper. . 
Edward Arnold, tii.tsmitl1. 
George Horder, butcher. 
.Alexander Rankin, landowner. 
William Smith, general dealer. 
James.Matthews, pawnbroker and landowner. 
Edward Lindus, dealer. 
Henry Valentine, dealer. 
John Farrell, tallow chandler. 
J. M'L\mghlin, grocer and tea dealer. 
Thomas Bass, draper. 

_,,J.ohn Cartledge, c.orn factor. 
J o_hn Stephens, deafer. 
William Chick, boot and shoe maker. 
W. B. Dean, baker and landowner. 
J olm ·D: Ranson, ·landowner, Ald~rman, and J.P. 
•'Jonathan Ives, dealer and landowner. 
Joseph, Cohen, merchant.· 
,w. H. Gibson, landowner.: 
Daniel Room, draper and landowner. 
John-Murphy,, outfitter, la'.hdowner, Alderman, and 

J.P. . .. 
John S. Illman, crockery deal~r ~nd landowner. 
William Brean, wine and. spirit dealer and land-. 

owner •. 
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J. Douglas Hatton, chemist and druggist and 

landowner. 
John Dunning, draper and landowner. 
William Abbott, watchmaker and jeweller. 
James R. Park~r, watchmaker and jeweller. 
F. J. Button, tanner. 
Alfred Harrap, merchant, Alderman, and J.P.. 
John Ellis, timber dealer. 
C. G. Croft, outfitter and landowner. 
Wi11iam Harrison, boot and shoemaker. 
William Bryant, senr., landowner. 
Samuel J oscelyn, cabinet-maker and landowner. 
R. Cameron ( Clairville), landowner. 
Robert H. Price, grocer and tea dealer. 
William Tyson, timber dealer, landowner, Alder~· 

man, and J.P. 
Henry Bennett, painter and glazier. 
James Bennett, painter and glazier. 
W. R. Davey, silversmith and jeweller. 
George Oliver, crockery dealer. · 
Peter Barrett, cordial manufactm-er and landowner. 
John Waldron, cabinet-maker and landowner.· 
James Mathews, watch and clockmak~r and land-

owner. 
Alexander Rose, landowner and J.P. 
John Drysdale, builder, Alderman, and- J.P. 
James Peters, merchant and landowner. 

Richards and Son, cabinet-makers. 
John Fergusson, cooper and landowner. 
Daniel Judson, landowner. ., 
J. H. Barrett, landowner. _ 
William Peter, iron founder and landowner. 
W. H. Knight, iron founder, engineer, and land­

owner. 
_ Joseph Galvin, grocer and tea dealer and landowner. 

R. Newry, corn dealer and landowner. 
James Davis, blacksmith and landowner. 
William Gurr, ship chandler. 
R. Pescodd and Son, commission agents. 
E. Ackerman, general dealer. 
Samuel Tulloch, merchant. 
William Flexman, merchant. 
George Fisher, merchant and landowner. 
John Tevelyn, saddle and harness-maker and land­

owner. 
James Tevelyn, saddle and harness-maker and land-

owner. 
Robert Bennell, painter and glazier and l~ndowner. 
Dowie and Woodgate, tobacconists. 
Thomas Jones, crockery deale1' and landowner. 
John Fawns, brewer and J.P., landowner. 
William Gibson, Pleasant Banks, Perth, landowner 

and J.P. 
George Ritchie, landowner and J.P. 

JAMES llAR>iARD, 
GOVERNMENT l'll.INTEB, TASMANIA, 


