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REPORT of the RoYAL SocrnTY of TASMANIA for the Year 1872. 

- 'THE Session of 1872·was opened on the 12th'March with a Paper by F. Abbott, F.R.A.S., F.R.:fy.[.S.; 
entitled "Notes on the results of Five Years' Meteorological Observations made at Hobart Town;" 
.and the following papers were read at the various subsequent monthly meetings, which were held 
without intermission:~" Climate and Vital Statistics of_ Tasmania," by Dr. E. Swarbreck Hall;" 
·" Tasmanian Pisciculture;" by.Judge Francis ; " Political Economy," b_y E. C. Nowell; '' .Observa.: 
tions on changes which have taken· place in· the Nebula surrounding the Star 11 Argus," by 
F. Abbott, F.R.A:S., &c.; "On the existence of large animals, probably Seals, in the upland 
Lakes of Tasmania," by C. Gould, F.G.S.; ·" Account of an exploratory Tour from Port Esperance 
to Adamson's Peak, and discovery of a supposed new species of Tree Fern," by J. R. Scott, M.H.A.; 
"' Irregularity in the growth of the Salmon," by M. All port, F.L.S., F.Z.S.; "Technology of a 
Beet Sugar Factory," by J. Barnard. • · -

In addition to the above papers the following subjects have been under discussion:-· 
"Mineralogical specimens from the neighbourhood of Oyster Cove (with correspondence)," 
"Development ,of Fcetal Marsupial," "Mineralogical specimens (Porphyries) from near Black Bluff 

. Mountain, Middlesex Plains," " Manufacture of Iron from Tasmanian Ore," " A Tree Fern 
lately discovered on the North Coast of Tasmania," " Artificial hatching of Trout Ova," " Th~ 
-ecorwmic growth -of Angora Wool," "The growth of Sugar Beet in the Colony," &c., &c. 

The Meteorological Observations have been carried on as hitherto at the various stations;_ and 
.abstracts of the results of five years' registers for Hobart Town have been incorporated with the 
25 years' abstract already published, affording, in a condensed form, a meteorological record
-extending over thirty consecutive years. These latter have, by the permission of Govemment, been 
:,printed at the Government Printing Office, and copies have been forwarded to various Governments, 
lp.stitutes, Hospitals, Libraries, aud individuals of scientific repute throughout the world . 

. The Society is much indebted to Dr. E .. Swarbreck Hall for his very .elaborate and valuable 
paper on" The Climate and Vital Statistics of Tasmania," which is printed with the Meteor.ological 
Abstract. · 

We have, as usual, ,received many valuable .donations ,of books from learned Societies. Jn this 
:1·espect America has been, so far, our largest contributor that the ·Council, in recognition of such· 

_ liberality, have determined to set apart a special case in the Library for the exhibition of books from 
that .coup.try. 

COUNCIL. 

No vacancy has occurred ,during the \Year. The required list according to Rule xx-xn~, as 
.amended at the general ~eeting of 1868, has been exhibited in the Library for., the last -fortnight. ·' 

FINANCE. 

The total income from all sources was as follows :-Government· Grant to Museum, £200; · 
-ditto to the Gardens, £400 ; subscription, £123 ; from Marine Board, £20 ; deducted from 
;salary of Curator on accountofrepairs to_hisresidence,.£10; sale of Plants, &c. at Gardens,£664s.; 
special donation to Garden Funds, £1. This with £30 12s. in the hands of the Superintendent 
of the Gardens for payment of wages, £30, which will certainly be realised from the amQunt 
of subscriptions in arrear, and £6 in the hands of the Collector, will give a total of £886 16s. The 
expenditure and liabilities as per balance sheet amount to £901 17s. 6d., leaving a balance to debit 
,of £15 ls. 6d. · 
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It is much to be regretted that some of the Members are dilatory in paying their subscriptions. 
Reminders have been regularly sent when payments were due; and, had these in all cases been 
responded to, we should at present have beeq_.9:uit~. clear of debt. 

~-
/ GARDENS. 

The portion of _the ska: wall referred ··to in last year's Report hae·· l?,een completed, and a 
continuation of it is. now :in process of construction. · . 

During the yea; th~ line of the Main :Railway has heeli laid out through the lower part of the 
gardens, and if is probable the work will be carried out to completion without delay. It is not 
anticipated, however, that any, inconvenience will accrue from the work, as the contractors are most 
desirous of meeting the views of the Society in taking such measures and adopting such precautions 
as will ensure the safety of visitors. · · · 

Very little_ progr(:JSS _has been made ,'Yi,t,11 the ne~ .. entranq~, ln~tJhi~ ... workwill lJe resumed 
.e. rtl "th ·· . . ~ . · . ... · -. . ~. \• .10 lWI • . . . . . . i... . ( ~ _;· ... d 1 ·-·..... • -· •• 

The expenses for the gardens have, to the detriment· of 'the funds of the Society, exceeded the 
income by about £13. This unusual outlay has been incurred in part by repairing damages done 
by _the Hoods, and partly by laying .on w_ater. 'l'he latter work has long· been a great desideraturii.:" 
for the C(?mfort of visitors, _and will also· be to some extent reproductive. . . . · , 

, New plants; in gT~ater variety than usual, have been introduced, many being of considerable 
iI?,terest. To Dr .. J. D. ;Hooker, of the Royal Gardens, Kew, we are indebted for a very liberal' 
<J,onation (about 600 packets) of seeds, many of which have not hitherto been .under cultivation here;:· 

The number of visitors has been estimated at 24,666. 

MUSEUM. 

As will be seen by the list of presentations, many o~jects of interest liave been added to the 
collection. The majority of these have been placed in their. appropriate sections, some ( chiefly 
skeletons) are in course of preparation, and others (shells, specimens in spirits,. &c.) have been:' 
placed in store until proper cases, glass jars, &c., can be procured for their reception and display. ·' 

~ ·. :. A~ong the donations to the Museum worthy of special note may be mentioned two complete'. 
skeletons of the Dugong ( Halicore dugong) presented, and very liberally forwarded to Hobart:-· 
~own free of all charge, by Captain H. O'Reilly, of Brisbane, Queensland. 

:: . . T9 H. S. Lewes, Esq., of Geelong, the Society is also indebted for a fine collection of weapons:; 
(!f_the Australian Aborigines, procured in various parts of Victoria and New South Wales, especially: 
f9r thi~ Museum. ) 

R. Gat('\nby, Esq., of Macquarie Rivei·,· has. presented (and forwarded free of cost) several -
specimens of our Mammals, Reptiles, &c. Many of these have been added to our collection, _and 
Qtb,ers, as a means of effecting- e·xchanges with other Museums, have been of special value. The 
Na:tive Tigers (Thylacinus cynocepltalus)_have been particularly usefol in this respect, special_ 
requests for this animal having been received from Adelaide, and Christchurch, New Zealand. · -

:. · .. Corre.spondence with Dr. Haast, of:Christchurch, New Zealand, has been· entered into for the 
p_urpose of enlisting. his mterest for- o·m acquisition. of some perfect skeletons of the Moa.. · 

·specimens of iron o~·e from vari~us parts of the Colony have been received, and have excited~ 
much attention. 

: . . 'l'he number ,of Visitors to the Museum was' 14.,956, being an increase of nearly 4000 on that 
ofany .previou[i year. ' ' 

·_) 
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STATEMENT of the .Funds of tlie ROYAL SocrnTY of TASMANIA for. the Yem· 1872. 

litcci11ts. 

Annual Subscriptions from 74 
Members •.••••••••••••••• 

Arrears of ditto •· •••..•.••...• 
Amount received from Marine 

Board for completing Meteoro
logical Returns from Light
houses, as per agreement •••• 

Total Royal Society ..•.• 
Museum. 

· Grant in aid from Treasury •• 
Amount deducted from Cura

tor's Salary, on account ·of 
Repairs to Residence ..•••• 

Total Museum .......••• 
Botanic Gardens. 

Grant in aid from Treasury ..• 
Proceeds of Sale of Plants, &c. 
Special Subscription to Funds 

Total Botanic Gardens •• 
Jan. 16. Balance overdrawn 

at Commercial Bank ..••... 

NOTE. 
nr. 

To overdrawn balance at Bank .. 
Wheatley & Co., London, to 31st 

December (not received) esti-
mated at .........••••••••• 

Total liability •..•...••• 
Gr. 

By cash in hands of Superin
tendent of Gardens .. ; ••••••• 

Ditto in hands of Collector .• 
Subscriptions due •.•••.•••••• 

Total Assets •••••••••••• 

Balance to debit •.•• , •• , 

'.iSxpenlJiturr-. 
£ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. 

111 0 0 
12 0 0 

20' 0 0 

200 0 0 

10 0 0 ----
400 0 0 

66 4 0 
1 0 0 

65 13 6 

16 0 0 

30 12 0 
6 0 0 

30 0 0 

143 0 0 

210 0 0 

467 4 0 

65 13 6 --

£885 17 6 

81 13 6 

-- 6612 0 

Jan. 18.-Balance overdrawn at 
Commercial ·Bank as per state
ment for• 1871 •.•••.••.. •'• •• 

Interest on overdrawn account, 
as per Bank. Book •.••• , , , •• 

Royal Society. 
Meteorological Instruments .. 

· Printing and Advertising .•.•• 
Postage, Parcels, &c. . •.•...• 
Collector's Commission on Sub

scriptions, £123, at 5 per 
cent ..•••.........•...••• 

Messenger for delivering Pro
ceedings to Members ...•.• 

Sundries ........••...••.•••• 
Clerical Assistance for com

pleting Meteorological Tables 
from Marine Board .... , ••• 

Library. 
' Books and Stationery .••....• 

'fotal Royal Sodety •••••• 
Museum. 

Salary of Curator ••.•...... 
Wages of Attendant •••...••• 
Insurance ...•....••..•.•••• 
Purchase and preparation of 

Specimens ..•• : ...•••.•••• 
Water Rate .. , ••........•.• 
Fuel and Light ...•......•... 
Sundries .•••...•....•••••• 
Camphor, Spirits of Wine, &c. 
Ironmongery • . . • . ••...••.• 
Freight and· Carriage of Specl.-

mens ..••............•..• 
Fittings, Repairs, &c .....•.. 

'l'otal Museum ......... . 
Botanic Gardens. 

Salary of Superinteudent ...• 
Wages of Labourers ...•..... 
Tools and repair of ditto ...••. 
Freight and Carriage of Plants 
Stationery and Stamps •.••.. 
Forage· •.••....•....•...•.• 
Ironmongery .........•..... 
Repah· of Buildings .......•.• 
Seeds ...••.•...••.•..•.... 
Sundries •••••.••.••••..•••.• 
Water Rate ••.••••••...•••• 

•rotal Botanic Gardens ... 

2 10 6 
38 7 6 
6 1 7 

6 3 0 

1 0 0 
2 1 6 

20 0 0 

54 14 4 
----

125 0 0 
51 10 0 
6 7 6 

6 8 0 
3 2 8 
3 11 4 
2 0 10 
6 6 9 
6 6 10 

3 2 0 
20 0 9 

150 0 0 
244 4 0 

5 8 11 
11 9 0 

1 8 5 
14 17 4 
13 15 9 
15 1 2 
0 8 0 

22 9 4 
1 0 10 
----

Audited and found corrP.ct, 

37 I 4 

3 18 4 

130 18 5 

233 16 8 

480 2 9 

£885 17 6 --

£15 1 6 

HENRY COOK, i . 
FRANCIS .BUTLER, 5 Auditors. 

-- 27tli January, 1873. 

JAMES BARNARD, 
GOVERNMENT l'RINTER, TASMANIA. 


