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·(No. 13.) 

To the Honourable the Speaker and Members of the House of Assembly 
of Tasmania, in ParliamerJ,t assembled . 

. The humble Petition of the undersigned Merchants and Shipowners of Hobart Town. 

SH0WETH: 
I 

THAT your Petitioners have had under their consideratio1,1 th,e Draft of the Mari11,e Boards 
Bill riow in progress through the Houses of Parliament of .this Colony; and while they 
cordially approve of the establishment of a Board in Hobart Town for the purposes con­
templated by the Bill, they are nevertheless of opinion that 'some of the provisions 
contained in the Bill are open to grave objection, and, if they shou:ld be enaooed wit}10ut 
alteration, would materially impair the beneficial operation qf the Act. 

That.the first.objection which presents itself to the minds of your Petitioners relates to 
the constitution of the proposed :Board. By the 4th, 6th, 7th, and 23rd Sections of the Bill, 
after providing that the Mayor and Collector of Customs of Hobart Town shall, ex officio, be 
two of the Wardens, it is proposed that the three other Wardens of whom the Board is to 
consist shall be appointed by His Excellency the Governor in Council, and shall be remov­
able at his,.pleasure,-that vacancies shall be supplied in the same manner,-and that the 
Wardens shall have salaries. On this subject your Petitioners entirely agree .with the 
Report lately presented to His Excellency by the Coq:nnissioners for enquiring into 
Public Departments, .in -which it is recommended that the management of the ·Ports 
should be vested in Local Boards composed of the representatives of the -Merchants and 
Shipowners of the Port, with the assistance of the Collector of Customs and Mayor ; for 
which recommendation the Commissioners assign the very satisfactory reasons that this 
system has ·been working for many years in England in the Trinity Boards of London, 
Hull, and Newcastle,'with such advantage as to have been lclxtended to other places; and 
that by it "persons r~presenting the interests more immediately concerned in the go9d 
government, effective ·war.king, and economical administration of the Department will 
form the governing· body ;" and the Commissioners add the expression of their belief, 
"that no difficulty will occur in inducing competent -persons to devote the necessary 
portion of their time to -the performance of the duties." Your Petitioners are therefore 
of opinion that, until a Chamber of Commerce shall be called into Corporate existence in 
Hobart Town, the three ,non-official Wardens should be elected by the registered Ship­
owners of the Port owning Vessels of Fifty Tons burthen and upwards, and the Merchants 
carrying on business in Hobart Town, who, though not Shipowners, shall, during .the year 
preceding the election, have paid '\Vharfage Dues to the amount of Fifty Pounds, to be 
certified by the Collector of Customs; that the election should be for two years; vacancies 
by death or resignation to be filled up in the same manner; and that no salary should be 
attached to the office of either of the Wardens except the Master Warden. 

The second objection relates to the proposed enactment of various matters of detail 
by the_ Bill, some of which your Petitioners are of opinion would be unnecessarily 
burthensome, and others they consider would operate as an inconvenient restriction 
of the powers of the Board to make Bye-laws. Sections 22, 47, 54, and 55 come within 
the first of these grounds of objection; and your Petitioners think they should be wholly 
expunged. The Sections from 35 to 43, both inclusive, relating to obstructions on the 
wharfs, and also Sections 51, 53, 56, 57, and 58, both inclusive, relating to the regulations 
for Vessels lying in Port, come within the latter ground of objection; and your Petitioners 
are of opinion that, in order to enable the Board to deal effectually with the subjects 
of these latter Sections by their Bye-laws, they ~hould have the power of appointing· 
penalties to the amount of Twenty Pounds instead of Ten Pounds only as proyided by 
the 89th Section, 
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The third objection applies to Sections 61 and 64 of the, Bill, so far as those Sections 
purport to impose a Port Charge for eve1·y removal of a Vessel in Port. Your Petitioners 
are of opinion that only two Port Charges should be imposed on this account,-one on 
the arrival, and the other on the departure of a Vessel,-unless the personal services of the 
Harbour Master to effect any other removal should be requested by the Master of a 
Vessel. Your Petitioners are also supported in this opinion by the Report before referred 
to, from which it appears that it was stated in evidence before the .Commissioners that 
the restriction at present existing with respect to the removal of Vessels without incurring 
these charges presses prejudicially on the Mercantile community. 

A fourth objection applies to Sections 70, 71, 72, and 73, relating to Pilotage; your 
Petitioners being of opinion that in all cases in which the Master of a Vessel has obtained 
a certificate of qualification from the Board; it should be in his option to accept or refuse 
the services of a Pilot to take his Vessel in or out of the River Derwent : and your 
Petitioners are al~o of opinion that a Colonial Trader going on a Foreign voyage should 
be subject to the charges in respect of voyages of that description for that voyage only, 
and should recover her character of a Colonial 'l'rader immediately on resuming the 
Colonial trade; 

That your Petitioners fully concur in the prayer of a Petition lately presented to 
your Honourable House against a clause in the Schedule to the same Bill by which 
Steam Vessels would be placed on a more favourable footing with respect to Light-house 
Rates than Sailing Vessels. 

Your Petitioners therefore humbly pray that the several objections which 
they have pointed out as existing to various clauses of the said Bill may 
be taken into consideration by your Honourable House, and that the 
objectionable clauses may be expunged or modified accordingly. 

And your Petitioners will ever pray, &c. 
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