


comments:: creating a stadium so that we can have an AFL Team. The AFL
generously funded the creation of GWS and Gold Coast and didn't
require their respective state governments to create dedicated stadia
(and the AFL is still funding GWS and Gold Coast!). So why require a
(roofed) stadium of Tasmania and only offer a piddling 2% of the cost.
I would rather not have a team and cancel the current Hawks and
Roos contracts than submit to the AFL's bullying, despicable and
duplicitous tactics. Tasmania has many more pressing needs -
housing, health, education and public transport to name a few - that
would be better served by $750 million and which would have far
better cost-benefit ratio outcomes. Tasmania should not have people
begging or sleeping on the streets (outside the P.O. on Main Rd
Moonah in recent weeks!), or in tents on The Domain and beside the
Southern Outlet. A fraction of $750 million can fix homelessness and
reduce all the problems it exacerbates (crime, mental health issues,
general health issues etc). We already have historically low
unemployment and a shortage of building tradespeople, so a stimulus
infrastructure build like this is unnecessary for jobs, will be very difficult
to deliver and will detract from the workforce needed to deliver
desperately needed housing for homeless Tasmanians.How can our
Housing Minister, or our Health Minister support this? We already have
higher levels of tourism than many Tasmanians would wish for, we
don't need a stadium to deliver (dubious at best) tourism benefits.
Hobart's entertainment precinct (the docks, Salamanca) and close-by
CBD, mid-town and North Hobart are already vibrant. We don't need a
stadium to "revitalise" anything, our entertainment precinct vital signs
are all good. And big international acts won't come to Tasmania,
transporting their heavy equipment here is too hard and costly. Our
airport can't even cope with some of their plane sizes. Better to spend
a fraction of this money supporting our quality local entertainment and
events, especially those outside Hobart like Festivale and
Unconformity to better spread the tourism spend across the state. If
the Tasmanian Government is to spend on sporting infrastructure how
about a fraction of this $750 million is spent on high and growing
participation sports like basketball, soccer and netball which have
been massively underfunded on a per-participant level compared to
Aussie Rules football and have inadequate and crumbling
infrastructure (the decrepit Moonah Sports Centre being one example).
Also spend more on supporting minor sports to grow. (One could
argue in terms of actual participation in playing Aussie Rules is almost
a minority sport now - but it gets the lions share of state sports funds
which is unjust and inequitable.) There are so many better things on
which to spend $750 million. I could go on, but won't. Just don't waste
this money on a stadium. Just don't!




