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The fire Commissioners,
Tasmania, South Australis, Victoria, Hew south wWales,

and Australian vQDltnl Territory.

YOUR REF AND DATE OUR REF AND DATE DATE.

Thursday, 20 3eptem.,2007 LeddlnS

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

Res NEW Russian Firefighting Aircraft and Other Firefighting

1

Innovations as vemonstrated in Recent Fires in GREECKE.

This DVD - R is a compilation of 27 segments recorded from telecasts from
Greece and Russia,live television, during the devastating bush flrés in Greece,

28th July to early September, with a viewing time of about 66 minutes.

The fires killed over 64 people; numerous villages and over 270,000 hect-

ares of land were burnt. .

Following an appeal by the Greek Government to the Russian Government for
assistance to fight their bush fires with specialised Russian aircraft, both

nations' media provided coverage from each one's aspect.

AUSTRALIA'S NEED FOR A STANDING FLEET OF SPECIALISED FIREFIGHTING AIRCRAFT,

Upon the screening of their firefighting aircraft, 1nclud1ng 2 new amphib-
ian - 'BE 200', in action in Creece, water bomb1n5 fires, it immediately
occurred to the writer of the suitability of. such aircraft serving our

nation.

It is apparent that our nation needs at least two of the BE - 200 amphibian
multi-purpose, firefighting jet aircraft, together with a number of the
larger water-carrying helicopters, and to be regarded as a vital component

in safe-guarding our nation's common wealth,

PURCHASE COST 45 AN APPROPRIATION ¥FROIM THE FEDERAL GOU'T'S. NATIONAL ODEFENSE
AND EMERGENCY EUDGET,

It is the writer's hope that in providing States! FPire Commissioners with
this information of such aircraft, that a consensus could be achieved and

k] " - . . . £ ’
decision made To lobby both major political parties 1OT commitments to fund

purchase, and operational expense, during the 2007 election czmpaign, for a

fleet of such aircraft. Global warming and mega-size fires now demand NC LESS!
N' Additienal DVD-R

0 | copies are available ~ Yours sincerely,

"P°" regpest . ~ Jeff Leddin (Accountant Ret'd.,

Chartered Coy. 3ec'y.)
Postal Address: P.0.Box 280, GEEVESTON, Lasmanla, Australia 7116

Phone: (61 3) 03 6297 0085 Mobile: 0412 494 860
“Fax : (61 3) 03 6297 0095 - INCORPORATED IN NEW SOUTH WALES
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JEF? LEDLIN,
r.0. Box 280,

Z0: wp, JOHN HAYNES Fax: 03 9262 8744 || ZROM:

Country Fire Authority

MOLBOU4NE, Victoria, australia GHLVESTON, Tasmania 7116
o Y suncday, 1st Farch, 2009 =
Also: Attention: Mr. BRUCE &SFLIN, Circa 11 p.m.

Commissioner, smergency Services. [Fax No: 03 6297 0095 (Phone: -0085)

Lear oirs,

Re: Pighting Victorian Fires with Russia's Emergency Linigtry's

fixed-Wing, FPire-fighting Aircraft.

Having learnt this evening via local TV Hews of the potential danger for
horrendous conditions facing the State of Victoria on this Tuesday, I am
supplying the following information now, rather than holding for inclusion
with my submission to the Royal Commission with much other intelligence, as
o concerned fellow Australian, with the hope, that if acted upon immediately,

will reduce the danger to lives and property - our common wealth 7

The following,large water and fire~retardsnt carrying capacity aircraft are
on standby in Russia:
1. ILUSHYN 76 - a A-engined jet, airfield/airport-based

Capacity: 42 metric tonnes of water

o, IRKUT BE-200 =~ a 2-engined amphibian, multi-purpose, landing on
water or land.

Capacity: 12 tonnes of water scooped up in 18 seconds.

The officizls-in-charge at Russia's Emergency - LMERCOM - are:
SERGEY SHOIGU and  EVGENY ERSHOV

and may be contacted through International Directory Assistance, other
modern, computerised means (?), or through Russia's overseas television
service, RUSSIA TODAY, by Phone: +7 (495) 540 2840

Fax : +7 (495) 540 2841

E-mail: contact_us@rttv.ru

We have a satellite dish on the roof of our home to receive free=-to=-air

channels from the Optus D2 satellite service, and have lezrnt of the above.

Now is not the time to consider help from 'Western World's'sources solely,
hold an enquiry, set up a panel to investigate and report, and '""fiddle while
Victoria burns". Elvis helicopter buckets are only "thimble-sized" for a 'men-
sized job' , excellent for small fires, in comparison with the need for large.
capacity aircraft for Victoria's grandmother of all conflagrations. I would

recommend at least 1 x ILUYSHIN 76 and 2 x IRKUT BE-200 be sent immediately.
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TO0: NR.JOHN HAYNES/MR. BRUCE &SPLIN i FROM: JESF LEDDIN.

Two IRKUT BE-200 could be deployed on a shuttle, Berlin Airlift-style basis,

scooping water ex Port Phillip Bay, Lake Zildon etc.

Trusting the above information, offered constructively, may help to lessen the
danger to lives and property.
Yours sincerely, 7/9
}( A —
Jeff Leddin.
(Accountant/Chartered Company Secretary)
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T0: The Management, | _FROM: Jeff Leddin
Cn . | . P.0. Box 280,
RDSSLs TUDLY, Homcow; SEseiai | GEEVESTON, Tasmanis, Australia
849 ¥979 i 7116
Fax No: +7 (495) -546—284+ | Fax No: +61 3 6297 0095 (Phone:-0085)

Fovnd RT.'s new fax mo, foday —T %4y = [dirsehy B S

MEIO:

In good faith, we forward the following information,
Your overseas television service is excellent, and enjoy learning

about your immense country, from every aspect presented.

It has helped also in identifying some opportunities which our two

nations could benefit from, such as trade etc.

Jith particular reference to the subject matter of our fax to you

in which I have taken the liberty of informing the Victorian Govern-
ment's Fire and Emergency authorities, of Russian Fire-fighting
aircraft and Russia's kmergencies Ministry, was the co-incidental
interview of Mr.Sergey Shoigu by Ms. Sophie Shevardnadze

on Thursday, 26 February, 2009, the Ministry's chief.

I shall be contazcting the President of Irkut Corporation, lr. Oleg

Demchenko, who was lir.Gurnov's guest on Thursday, 18 (ctober, 2007.

(Please ~ may I offer the following comment, constructively ?)

What a delight to view each of Mr.Curnov's SPOTLIGHT programmes

in the previous studio setting - a most relaxing, absorbing and
enjoyable experience, allowing the viewer full concentration with-

out the continuous bombardment of the bluish, revolving kaliedoscope

in the lower part of the screen, and the constantly changing back-

ground behind Nr. Gurnov ! Both constantly moving lower and rear

props are wholly distracting from the dialogue taking place between

interviewer and interviewee.

R.T.'s other interview programmes are more enjoyable viewing,
because there are no other competing, moving scenic props to distract.

e.g. bExclusive Irterview, and Is. shevardnadze's interviews.

Thank you, yours sincerely,

Jeff Leddin

(Geeveston, a timber town of 900 population,
45 minutes driving time south of Hobart,

in the Huon River Valley.)
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