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Charter of the Committee 
The Public Accounts Committee (the Committee) is a Joint Standing Committee of the 
Tasmanian Parliament constituted under the Public Accounts Committee Act 1970 (the Act). 
 
The Committee comprises six Members of Parliament, three Members drawn from the 
Legislative Council and three Members from the House of Assembly. 
 
Under section 6 of the Act the Committee: 
 
• must inquire into, consider and report to the Parliament on any matter referred to the 

Committee by either House relating to the management, administration or use of public 
sector finances; or the accounts of any public authority or other organisation controlled 
by the State or in which the State has an interest; and 
 

• may inquire into, consider and report to the Parliament on any matter arising in 
connection with public sector finances that the Committee considers appropriate; and any 
matter referred to the Committee by the Auditor-General. 
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Executive Summary 
The Statement of Understanding between the Parliamentary Standing Committee of Public 
Accounts (Committee) and the Auditor-General of Tasmania is a keystone document that 
underpins the common mission of the parties to enhance public sector accountability and 
performance. The Committee and the Auditor-General seek to achieve this mission through 
providing assurance, promoting probity, efficiency and effectiveness in the management of, 
and reporting on, public resources. 
 
This latest iteration of the Statement of Understanding follows from the original version 
entered into on 29 March 2007,1 with follow-up versions in October 2015 and 
September 2021. 
 
This version of the Statement of Understanding seeks to provide better details with respect to 
the following: 
 
• the involvement of the Committee in the periodic review of the Tasmanian Audit Office 

(Office) (as per section 44 of the Audit Act 2008) 
• the involvement of the Committee in setting the budget and forward estimates of the 

Office 
• managing conflicts of interest and threats to independence of the Office, and 
• the annual declaration of interests of the Auditor-General and Deputy Auditor-General. 
 
The Committee looks forward to maintaining its important relationship with Tasmania’s 
supreme audit institution into the future. 
 

 

 

 
Hon Ruth Forrest MLC 
Chair 
 
21 August 2024 
 
  

 
1 See Report on Statement of Understanding between the Auditor-General and the Tasmanian Standing Committee on Public Accounts 
(No.12 of 2007) 

https://www.parliament.tas.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0025/81556/2007pp12.pdf
https://www.parliament.tas.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0025/81556/2007pp12.pdf
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Summary of Attachments 
Attachment A   Statement of Understanding   

 

 

 

 













Appendix 1 

Conflicts of Interest 
If the Auditor-General has an interest that conflicts or may conflict with the discharge of the 

Auditor-General's responsibilities, the Auditor-General: 

a) must disclose the nature of the interest and conflict to the Committee as soon as practicable 

after the relevant facts come to the Auditor-General's knowledge, and 

b) must not take action or further action concerning a matter that is, or may be, affected by the 

conflict until the conflict or possible conflict is resolved. 

If the conflict or possible conflict between an interest of the Auditor-General and the 

Auditor General's responsibilities is resolved, the Auditor-General must give to the Committee a 

statement advising of the action the Auditor-General took to resolve the conflict or possible conflict. 

A reference in this section to an interest or to a conflict of interest is a reference to those matters 

within their ordinary meaning under the general law. 

Annual Declaration of Interests 

Declaration of Interests 

The Auditor-General 3 must, within one month of appointment, and by no later than 31 July each 

year, and when there is any significant change that would have been required to be disclosed, give 

the Committee a statement setting out the information required in the Tasmanian Audit Office's 

annual declaration of interests which is developed and regularly updated to ensure compliance with: 

• the Audit Act 2008 

• the Financial Management Act 2016 

• the State Service Act 2000 

• relevant Accounting Professional & Ethical Standards Board (APESB) and Auditing and Assurance 

Standard Board (AASB) professional standards which cover independence and quality control, 

including (but not limited to): 

o APESB APES 110 Code of Ethics for Professional Accountants (including Independence 

Standards) 

o AASB Auditing Standard ASQC 1 Quality Control for Firms that Perform Audits and Reviews of 

Financial Reports and Other Financial Information, Other Assurance Engagements and 

Related Services Engagements 

o AASB Standard on Assurance Engagements ASAE 3000 Assurance Engagements Other than 

Audits or Reviews of Historical Financial Information 

o AASB Standard on Assurance Engagements ASAE 3500 Performance Engagements, and 

• and other relevant laws e.g., Corporations Act 2001 {Cth) . 

3 References to 'Auditor-General' in this attachment similarly apply to the Deputy Auditor-General 
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