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PARLIAMENT OF TASMANIA. 

I 

CAMP OF EXERCISE 
' 

1 B 9 o: 

REPORT .. 

Presen!ed to both Houses of .Parliament by His Excellency's Command. 



llPad ,Quartets Office, Hobart, l1tli ::April, i890. 
Sm, 

I HAVE the hono1• to for,war9 y.9u tl;ie fo_l,Iow,ing ~e(p.Qt;t 9_n the Enq~m,pment recently held 
at Perth. 

_Site, 
The site chosen w;~s an op@ space 111 a fa:tg-e paddock ori ·NiJr. Wm: dihson's property, Scone. 

The paddock is situate.cl at the confines of th;e to\yf!slrip, -~nd; owing _to it~ ;i,rze and partially wooded 
nature, wa.i admirably adapted fot" attae!k" and field rrl<>""ve-1IiElilts·. -- ·Tlie distance which water had to 
be carted was about one 1nile, and straw for the tents was procurable at a farm adjoining the camp 
paddock. 

The adjacent prop._el·fy, belonging to Mr. A. Mackinn!.m~ w,as well suited for manamvres; a low 
range of wooded hills .vhfoh cotrrihen:ces a:t the' ben'd o'f the· n'lain road near the camp and runs in a 
northerly d_irec_tion with a tract of <;>pen country at its bas~, fu_rnished a good defensive position, which 
was ta:kerrad!v•antage of for'the fieli:1°&ay o-n Sa:•ftn'da:y. -'!I'h-e oWn'ei' vky kii'.iid;Iy-aHdwe(l\-ifi~-tldnu:ke' 
use of this land, as also his paddocks between the railway arrd the ·Esk.- · 

Last moi:rfl1 I ma:de- a milifary stwv·ey of the whole _eou·ntry bP.'flWee'ii• Pel"~h an:cl'.Lon'gforcl',,-which 
"'a:s lithograip'h:eu frmn 1>r1y drawing~ rut ·t-he: JL,;im'&s' aiii'd "Vork=s· Office!,- ai:!id cojii'~s w~·re- -foirn'i:sh'~i-cl 
to, officers- fifr ins1h1·ct'iorr in tlh.eit· iMnposf du ti~s'- ari<l; general -fi'eld: -·Worl~. .A_:J!l ord'ersi.iss'fre'd dririn•g 
eamp· in refer.en<ie to· IlHitirnuvres, a'rtme11y practi'ce,- a'l'l'd oiiftpost; di'(fy weW~1 bm;ed-·-up6n:- the' details" of. 
this survey. · 

Preparations. 

Early in March the camp-~rn1mi }Y,as-1pm,;l~e.d-0,t}P by r.pysel{1tq.iQ.apt}!i,ll' ;Matiii~s.on ;- i,u;i~ on_¥fre 
25th the Staff Officer and an advanced party of 13 non-co1nmissioned officers and men of the Per-· 
manent Artillery proceeaed to l'erth to commence the work of forming the camp. On the 29th a 
second party of 10 non-commissioned o-f-E.cers and' m'eti Ieft for Perth to assist. Mr. Dowling, of the· 
Railwaiy, D~pall'tment,kind-ly-a~iste~J ou,, op.erat•io1~s, by cqnst-facting ~ brj:<lg'e ,over th'e ,<:l:r;ifo between 
the main road and the camp field; and on the first date above mentionedit,was r~a'.dy for J.b~ Cl!!rtag~ 
of stores frum the railway to the camp. 

Ani antille.tty' r.ang·e- was, Ghosen! with the firii1g poi:f.):f in, a--padd\:5.clt: t_o the w_est,~>f'.- the caypp,-near_ 
th.e, Ei;k,,mndL tJ1.e objecti,ve ·point,i,n; the, bush, ben.ea15h t,hdjil]s•l!,bPve merition!:Jd;,·wher,i;i :j; gyn~pjt'. and 
pai-apeti were:_erected; .on 000.d, :F1:id'1:Y: by a;party .of 11rnr):,ofl t}J~- J:,aupceston,- a-:n(,l• .Soilthern --'J'~1,mania~-
Artillery. 

Trari:spqrtl:-

@reat t1:q~1hJ:e, was, ,eJ<:pe1:ienced1 this year)~1 obtr1iµ,fpgJran~port q,i:f1ie m~fo lfo~ frr t~e -t~oopf · 
pro9eeding; frnrp., :B,:pbatf.-: antj_:tlm Ch::irrnel Dist~,ic(~,- '.fhe G~µ~r:\ll M_anager d!3clin~q to fur_~*h 
anything better than covered trncks for the men, on the ground that the Government W!).nted ~he 
best part of his rolling· stock for traffic on the Denyept Valley Line on Easter Monday. I fail to 
see why the carriage!l which should have been· ftfriiished could not have been brought back on the 
fql}owiiJg, d_~y (<9:iiod.l:Fritlh:y')'to·I'I'oba:rt'.- li insJ1ected:'tlie' covefi!d1tf.li.ck's' on 'Iltiesd~y,,t~e:Ji~t'instant, 
and found tliem'totally" utifri.! for-· the· co1weyartc,'l"-df froojJs"·b)- nig-ht'-to·Pefftt Jitlierefor-e-: ha:<l~•1bbst' 
unwillingly, to postpone the departure of the troop train until 7,- ».w:-cHi Fr-ida:f riitlrrlitig:.· As;·many; 



4. 

men as could leave their employment were sent by the " express" and the " ordinary" on Thursday 
morning; but the majority of the Southern Division, and about 100 Rifles from the Channel District, 
did not arrive in camp until 4 P.M. on Friday,and thereby upset tlte whole of my programme of work 
for the four days' training. 

I beg to call the serious attention of the Government to this question of transport for the annual 
camp, as the fonr days allotted for work are insufficient for the necessary training; unless the whole 
Force is ready to begin drill on Friday morning, it is quite impossible to carry out a systematic pro
gramme of exercise. This is the more evident in the case of the Tasmanian Force, as the battalions 
are weak, and the absence of one of them from the first parades of the camp is all the more 
seriously felt. . · . · 

The transport on the Government li~~s ~as· well carried out. · A special train conveyed the 
Country Rifles from the 'X orth Coast and the westward to camp, arriving" shortly after 8 P.M. The 
Launceston contingerit, wi.th the Dorset and Tamar Rifle Companies, were conveye_d by special train, 
leaving Launceston at 8·30 P.M., and taking on at Evandale Junction the .Midland, Cornwall, and 
Portland Rifle Companies; which ·had .been conveyed thither by the Main Line "ordinary" train. 

Composition of Force. 

The maximum strength of the Force during Camp was as follows:-
Permanent Artillery.................................... 23 
Launceston Artillery .... ; ...... :........................ 70 
Southern Tasmanian Artillery . . . . . .. . .. . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 67 
Torpedo Corps .................................. ,. . . . . . . . 53 
Tasmanian Rifle Regiment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 111 
Launceston Rifle Regiment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 190 
Transport Corps .. ; ............... ,........................ 12 
Staff and members Garrison.-Band .................. 9 

535 
Auxiliary Force........................................... 501 

TOTAL.................................... 1036 

The attendance of some corps, particularly the Southern Tasmanian Artillery and the Launceston 
Artillery, was considerably reduced by sickness. . 

The Auxiliary Force mustered in strength, an~ the utmost zeal was shown by this newly
created branch of the Service, some companies attending from great distances-such as those from 
the Channel, St. Helen's, and Stanley. The returns furnished prior to the camp showed a total 
of 700 men for camp, but ·a great many men were prevented from attending· by unforeseen 
,contingencies. 

Major Room and Captain Walch, on the unattached list, were appointed Senior and Junior 
Majors of the Country Rifle battalion, in order to render Lieut.-Colonel Warner assistance on 
_parade, nearly all the officers being, as yet, uninstructed in their work. 

Routine. 

The hours for reveille, issue of rations, guard mounting, and ·general parades were much the 
,same as at preceding camps. 

The Commissariat department was under Major Just, who had at his disposal the men of the 
newly-formed Commissariat and Transport Corps. Mr. Jones, clerk in the office of Country Rifles, 
was appointed Quartermaster for the Auxiliary Force, and performed his duty in such an efficient 
manner that the rationing of the large body of men who were in camp was conducted without 
any hitch. 

Complaints were made by men of the A,uxiliary Force as to the meat ration (1 lb.) not being 
sufficient. It was accordingly increased to ] ½ lbs. ; and I should recommend that the meat ration 
be fixed at that amount for the future, and that the allowance of tea be slightly increased, while the 
bread ration should be decreased, as I find that there has been considerable waste in this article at 
every camp. 

Training. 
The principal object I had in view at the rece11t camp· was to practise the Force in the.new form 

of attack, which should have been done last year when it first came out in the new drill; but this 
was not possible, as no camp was held . 

.. 
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l'he absence of the Southern contingent on Friday, and the rawness of most of the rifle corn-· 
panies, militated against a proper commencement of the work on the first day. The Officer 
Commanding the Country Rifles formed a battalion of his men and gave them a steady drill, while 
I instructed the Launceston Rifles and one company of the Tasmanian Rifle Regiment in the attack .. 
The Launceston Artillery were engaged in laying "clerk's" platforms, constructing gun-pit, and 
other duties. In the afternoon the parade was put off for an hour, hoping that the Southern con
tingent would arrive at 2 P.M. It did not reach the camp till between 3 and 4, and therefore the 
parade was held without it. The Country Rifles were again drilled by their Commanding Officer,. 
and one or two companies instructed in the at.tack under Major Wallack. The Launceston Rifles
were also instructed in attack drill by Major Martin, the work being supervised by myself. 
Preparations were made by Lieut. Henry and Lieut. Buckland, with the few men of the Torpedo 
Corps who were in camp, for the mining experiments in connection with the manoouvres on the 
following day. The Tasmanian Rifle Regiment, Torpedo Corps, and Country Rifles from the 
Channel District, who arrived in the afternoon, were excused parade. It was my_ intention to have 
had the whole Force out during the afternoon for an attack movement with artillery and infantry 
combined, in order to illustrate the . principle and, likewise exercise the men in the service of 
ammunition in the field from the carts and wallets of the ammunition carriers. 

Saturday was devoted to manoouvres. Under existing circumstances I hardly approved of 
carrying out the orig-inal programme. _The broken work of the previous day, and the undrilled 
state of the majority of the Country Rifle companies, precluded the likelihood of successful exer
c1smg. The latter, however, had much improved after their first day's drill, and, as all preparations 
had been made, it was resolved to have the " field day." 

The manoouvres were adopted to the following " idea" :-" The enemy has landed at Devon
port, seized the station and railway plant, and entrained his infantry and four guns at night. He 
proceeds at once by rail to Longford, and on arrival there finds that the railway bridge has been 
blown up, and learns that there is a force, with supplies of ammunition, &c., encamped at Perth. 
The enemy accordingly advances by way of the Esk bridge, with the view of attacking the camp, 
and capturing supplies." 

The attack was given to Major Martin, Launceston Rifle Regiment, who had under him 
th_e Launceston Rifle Regiment, 3 companies of Country Rifles, and 2 guns of the Southern
Tasmanian Artillery, which came to camp as a division of Field Artillery horsed, from Hobart. 
This division, the first. instalment of the Tasmanian Field Artillery, was organised last winter, 
and both drivers and men have made commendable progress in their work. It is commanded by 
Capt~in Lewis. , . 

The defence was entrusted to Major Evans, who had under him the Tasmanian Rifle Regiment, 
4 companies Country Rifles, 2 12-pounder howitzers, temporarily horsed, from Launceston, and an 
escort of gunners from both Artillery Corps. 

The umpires were the Commandant, Lt.-Colonel Warner, Major Wallack, and Major Collins. 
. . ' 

, The early morning parade was devoted to battalion drill. After breakfast a haversack ration 
:was issued to the troops, and at 9·30 the attacking· force left the Camp for Longford to carry out 
the attack in accordance with the "idea." Certain instructions were issued both to attacking and 
defending commanding officers, and after that they were left to make their own dispositions. 

. The duties apportioned to the Torpedo Corps were the blowing up with dynamite. of a rail laid 
with sleepers near the. line at Longford bridge, the tracing of two redoubts, a11d mining with gun
p0wder charges the approach to the main position of the defence on the hill, marked 170 on the 
ipap. The party to blow up the rail left camp after the attacking force, and the remainder paraded 
with the defenders, who left camp at 10·45 A.M. · 

The best drilled companies of Riflemen were sent with the attacking force. The advance was 
comme_nced at 1 o'clock, when a signal gun was fired from the hill, immediately after which the rail 
was blown up at Longford. Major Martin conducted his attack very fairly and with a considerable 
amount of tactical principle: The volley firing by his men was very fair. 

In the defence mistakes were at first made in taking up positions by the rasmanian Rifle 
Regiment.· These were partly rectified, but the commanding officer was at a great disadvantage in 
not being· mounted. On the whole, the dispositions made by Major Evans were fairly good. Had 
his force been provided with a few mounted infantry to watch the movements of the attacking force 
and harrass their skirmishers, he could have made a much better defence. He was also without ,L 

field telegraph to connect_ his main bod~ with the advanced positions. 

A small corps of Engineers with a fiekl equipment is absolutely necessary; a1,d I would again 
point out that without mounted infantry the Field Force of this colony is practically 11seless. 



At-the termination -of•the engagement; two·:gfo_u ps.0 of.'mines, were,suceessfully ·exploded, by-Tiieut. 
~~nry :in:-adv:ance:of,,the redoubt traced on:the.chill. · 

'Tihe,For<'e,returnetl<t0,·Camp1a:t,4i30·11(Mi,•; a_n'dJ,owing•to the lnteness•df1tbe(liour.and 1the:·we1rk: 
state of,the.:L_~u:neest0n•1Rifle';Regim'~nt; I' did, not 8~nd1 out--any,,pic'quets,on outpostcdutyi · The-satn'e'
diffi:culty,occlits.,every.1.ye;a:r,;on, Easter;; Satu·rdaiy, when' ·a large-,:nu:m'be1,, ohnen, are!oblig~d ito·:retu:rhi: 
to :work-in J;.atmcestoih • This,is, n'0Uhe) case asLreg;a:rds:;th'e ,flbbart Regiiiiein ; ' andiifremployersiiri i 
Lmm:cest~n iwilhn·ot-:g~ Ye-.thei_rJ meii i]~av:e;: it!would be:.welHur.i theJ c0in manding1 officer.· n:oti: to •mtrol: 
any~-man ·who-ca-nnot,-remain- ini ,caiJ.1 p. d uring;-Saturda Y.'· 

0:n:Easter Sunday--the same:,routiriew.as followed as,iwf@rmer,·years,., The-Cath0lics•aittendedi 
Divine service,J in -Lon:gfo1;J,1 a.rid; th•ei;EpiscopaifoH1s·,paraded,for .. my, ihspectiotl!·at ·10·30J ·after,,whfon .· 
serviceiwas'-conducteGbby-the,Chaplain, t0'ith(l,Forces; Rev,.: J. -BrWoollnougli. 

At-heav:y slro~er-, pr.evented; the·.; usirn1 · tent-striking:; at! 2·3©,1 ,v.hichc ex:ercise.1 -vi,as<iaccordinglJ1 

abandoned. At 3, p!,1\{;- a ,meeti11g,0ofi·umpi-res,took> place•.to ,<liscu:ss th'e;·, manamvreSi of: tlre 'previ<!>l!J'S"' 
day; and at 5·30 P.M. a:,company,of,-tbe,Tasmania-n:· Rifl'e,Reg,iirrenteu'n<ler.·Captain;Watehoi:n,;audr 
a company of t~e Launceston Rifle Regiment under Captain Sadler, left· camp with tents, &c. for 
out_p_ost,di;i~y, th~ir.; positi0ns hav-ing0 h!:leB-• detailed.; on tire, maP'··· At' 10·30 °1>:M.· I' visitedJthe~•out
l)osts-and sentries, a~cornpanied by,Lt,i-Col0net•Wanier•and .Ma:j011, W-a,Uactkii· 

On:,Mopda,,y:-,mor.ning,·-at<4r,30, .. there1:w:as,an·,alarnl',i •Caused ·I by the, outpo~ts1firingi,on:·th'e Camp;!. 
The officer in command of the piquets had receivedisealed 1ir1strnctio'ns•· on,- the·-,. night, previous-, tha.ti. 
they were to withdraw their sentries at 4 A,M., and then act as an enemy for the purpose of alarming 
the -Camp.0 Owing1t0- my; continued· indisposition, I , ,vas ,unable . to:,.sleep,, in,,Camp',.- andii I,, issued 
instructioIJs to'.-l.it.,-Colonel: 1Wa:~ner::as:to•;th"e:-disposition-,of ,the: Force,,in ,Oamp::on,the,ala11m:. 

The -Oorps,tur.iled,out ,smartly/ -th·e }lield I A rtille1~y,{SJPiA.) i d6ing.+especially- good, ,work, The·.i 
hor.ses were.:,at41,•far-m. about· a, thir-d.> ofc,a., mile ,:froi.n their, lines; yeti, the; -guns :.were-' horsed;-and "in,. 
action in 20 1i1inutes from the alarm being given. · 

The,_early::morning :parade-,vas devoted to·-battalion •drill Thl:i:;Artillery~-Corps:•.we1•e1 toi have 
commenced-p~actice;: ,btit •a tnick.Jog:prevailed,' ambf111i1~g.;did (11ot.-;begin,ti1H1q O A:Mt-· 

After.-breakfast0~ ,.visited- theL pr-acticie .gro ,md ;·and,-t h·en, returned =to1 .Camp.·. Thee Country-!Rifles,' 
w.~re -first. exercised :in "-nra.rching,past?,? ··aQ_d, ·1 the:., Ri-fle•L R!eg-iments, in 1..battaliori-;. dril'l(l · I }thlm-• tobk1, 
th_e whole Force to "attack" drill with blank cartridge, which lasted till nearly 1 P.M •. 

- Th·_e-Artillery,concluded their; pi·aotic·,r about,the 1sai:ne:,tim~\-andiretu1,ned,fo,,Gamp11 I append 
a; ·diagram:cof::1the. frrit1g,·-atl-the•.· gti.p'-'pitj', w-hichs·,w.as,, situated: Lunder thesi· hi,Hl, marked 170,;' The[> 
shooting was very fair, showing good laying as to direction,,-but '.JIOt'.tsufficiient ,care ,as,,toi1ele'.vati:on;!·. 
T~is fault, howe".er, was induced by _want of' P!"uper signalling as to effect of the rounds, this not 
bemg,•.possible:.owing ,to,the g11n-pit"-'being,i1Hhe•.:bush.J and ,noti.visible,-to · a:irange :-party pr.operly 
posted. Most of _the common shell fell withi1i a parallelogram 11 yards wide by 53 long, and no 
-shelbstruck1beyond. thtdhinks, of.!th~ par.a:pet iof- ith~cw0rk:,- The ,shrapnekijre, could ·not, be judged, 
.as, the.: dumrriies;-throug!~,sonte'over.sighi:;•;were-n9t .ta.ken' outi.:t0·:the WDP.k~-, There-was-one p~em11;ture'7 
:burst pf1.a,.12--pr.',-shrapriel-:with-~a:" shor.tl.!"ti'me- ancl:;concussion:,flisej;.and l one,i 12-.:pr-t.· comnion .. rshell!-~ 
broke up.at:.th'eln:).ttzzli'Jt:. · 

fo,.the aftetn-0on,,\_at ,2,.30, •the, ... whole~,Force ;parade·d .:uncler1 Lti-~Oolonel,Warne1.,.1fo1~1 my-' ·inspec
tion •.. C(?r.ps',.:were;: ornthe,.whole;, very: stea:dy-;,.and., the,,marching2-was, .:taking1it: throug·houtfvery;, 
fa~r.; 'l'he four: day,s'. training;_ had-, mad:e ... a ;gi·eatoimprqvement.:in·; alJ: thei;Rifle,,Oo·mpanies,;,asj•.witrui:i 
the.-exception-of:.,the,Chani1el, ,Ta-inai\--and-,~lidll:iind•.1co1n;pa11ies',"'the-c-meri-;came:,into, Camp iin i.a ra"\\m 
state. 'l'he presence, however, in many of the companie•s of"offieers,;and ;;nou.:.commissioned, officer.s;;
who had attended the Class of' Instmction conduced to favourable results; and if this method of 
training,be, kept ,iip fo1,it\Vo;,yearsr•the::,Aux,i,fowy .Force-,wilkth~11 ,be ;offiieered,·by a·,b6dy of'dneri'.who 
know<their,iworkci- · · · 

The division of Field Anillery-:turried,:out 1very.•smartly.t 

Conduct.·1 

_ I ~a;µ.j;pl'l,11,l5 j_i/g~ly:9f.Jhi~ond1ict of_:'th} wh6le. Fcii·ce. M1·iilg.-'.C_iimp;,and:have _niiich' p\easur'e 
in; te~tWy~pg,J<Lth~.}e,al ,aiid .. tr~~;.mil_i_tl!,r.yrspirit _whiqh .exis.te.d iii .all Corps,._· 

I received ~very a.1'sistance froin LL-C'old1iel W a:rner and the A6tiiig Brigad~·Majo-r i:ricarryirig·• 
Olft.Jh,y_,~r~jµjpg,:~11P J ,~_1!-ye, to,.spy.a~.\higp,)y_:of,tlM~. _ manner in _which the_Permanent Artillery _car.ried 
out thell' W(?,.f~,,9,(pr,eptm~g the; HamrJ,.~. 

' l ' _. • ~ . 



Commanding Officers of corps worked hard to give their men as good a training as the short 
time would admit of, and they were well supported by their battery and company officers. 

The Acting Commissary-General, Major J~st, ieal~usfy conducted his branch of the service, 
and has again rationed the Force at a rat€f p-er· mwfi' which could not be reduced, considering the 
varied rations supplied. 

' ' . 
_ • • • • • • ~•· • r l . , _; , ,, I , - , -~·,, · ', · 

The Torpedo Corps did their work well,-all the expe1:iments qafried- oui by them being a 
success. The attendance of this corps is voluntary; and this year the muster was larger than it 
had been· on previous occasions~ 

·._·, ,_ ... ·. .....:..':. . . . . . . · l _ L .' . ~ .. . ,:. . . ' . :. , . _j, ••• f i. - - ... ,'. i ,,· , ., 

. 'r,Ii.e-Amdliary: Force, is, now the largest,Y ?Junte~:r S,~i:vice jn tl~E) l\;11sfralian. Colonies,----:-thif· 
:ciµml:\er of enr-oUed members:- being· between· 1300 and'. 1'400:- .Tlie' physique of the· men, jui:lging,, 
fr0m• tbe0 500-'who· were in· camp\.:is, very,• good";; and,,an admirable spirit now· prevails ·amc>ng\·•officers· 
andimem 

Careful drill and training will be necessary during _the next two·: yea:i\s't; "anl:1:-' rin:1i/isf· aft·. 
Adjutant be appointed, the Commanding· Officer· cannot" e#ircis-e'stlfficient supervision over such a 
large Force, scattered througho-q.:t1!he-0olony. · lfthe-Go'ter#n'i'eht'_pesire that the Auxiliary Force 
shall be as efficient as the Vic't'orian · Rang·ers~ who'' nun'l.b'E!r :ib'out 800 strong, and have a 
Go'm rriatl'ding: <Jffi:oer7 and ,·:f:paid:: .A·djufant; the·, coiifs~ J; · s'iigges'f- will' h~v'ertcr·bt:l1adoptecl'!' 

Breaking up Camp'. 

Tlie' "fran·S'port'1ai-ri:t:iigeni~ri't!f for 'tIM: cbri_vtiya'.ifo~- _of th19': tr'<1.9p·s'_t_/f t,~e'if)l;,~~tQ~_~ftgrs,1\v~re,, 
somewhat better than those referred tdjabove'. · THe' Couiitrf Rifles fof' tmr Midland an cl' Cornwall' 
Districts left by special train for Evan9-ale Junction between 4 .m19- 5,;,_ and :wer~ .. -C@VE1Je<l- to 
Con'ara:· bf trre' M'idTana. -trairi'. A" sp,~cfal' train'' t~ok- the_/~_ou 11iry Rifi e_s 'f rq,rii" '~~< N_ci'r'fh' ,Qqa~t;. tg_; 
the westward shortly after 8; and the' Launceston· contingent left camp by another special about 
9 o'clock. The Hobart contingent were, I regret to say, put to considerable inconvenience through 
the breaking down of the mail train to Hobart, preventing,; the arrival of the troop train until 
9·30 A.M. The men did not leave. carnp· until- ll ·25, the earliest hour that the Government 
Manager could furnish carriages. At Parattah a change had to be made into a Main Line train, 
tiined,to-a-rriie at\R6B'art'iat 7• A.Mi,· b'uhvhich was de_Iayed as mentioned. 

On Tuesday morning three squads of Country Rifles competed for the trophy presented 
for "all Tasmania " by Major-General Tottenham. I append the Report of the shooting ·received 
from Lt.-Colonel Warner. 

I likewise append the Report of the Assistant Commissary-General on the rationing of the 
Force in camp.. . 

The Hon. tlte Minister of Defence. 

I have the honor to be, 
Si'r, -· 

;, ; 

Your obedient Servant, 

W. V. LEGq~, L,ie1,1L-_(}_ol., $,. ~ R.A., 
Co'lonet· Comm'tinding: 
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APPENDIX I. 

Staff Office, Lauµceston, 9th Ap1·il, 1890 .. 
Fro1n tlte Qffice1· Commanding Auxiliary Force 

to the Commandant. 
Sm; 

I HAVE the honor to report that the Vase presented by Major-General Tottenham, of Bruni Island, to· 
be .competed for annually, open to all rifle companies in Tasmania, was fired for yesterday. The Dorset, 
Channel, and East Devon Companies entered, 10 men, commanded by a N.C. officer from each company, 
advancing as for attack between 540 and 150 yards. Each section had eight head-and-shoulder targets 
placed close together to fire at; ten rounds per man. On examining the targets, Dorset Company were 
found to have 48 points (hits); Channel Company, 24 hits; East Devon Company, 17 hits. Three poi~ts 
had been previously deducted from Dorset for bad volleys and one each from Channel and Latrobe, winch 
leaves the result as follows :-

Dorset, 45 hits........................ 1st 
Channel, 23 hits . . . .. . . . .. •. . . . . . . . . . 2nd 
East Devon, 16 hits .............. _... 3rd 

Before commencing the competition each corps drew lots for choice of targets, which was won by the 
Dorset Company. This certainly gave them an advantage, as the targets were in the best position. East 
Devon fired a man short-nine instead of ten. 

In communicating the result to the donor, I would be obliged if you will request him to forward the· 
Vase to Captain Holmes, commanding Dorset Company, Scottsdale. 

With reference to the few entries for it, I find the cause is that as it never can he permanently won, 
the men object to remain an extra day in camp and lose a day's work. 

SrR, 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

ASHTON H. WARNER, Lieut.-Colonel,. 
Commanding Auxilia1·y Force. 

APPENDIX II. 

EASTER ENCAMPMENT, 18!:J0.-REPORT OF THE ASSISTANT COMMISSARY
GENERAL. 

Hobart, 21st Ap1·il, 1890. 

1. I HA VE the honor to report on the Commissariat Department at the late Camp of Exercise held 
at Scone, near Perth, from 3rd to 7th April. 

2. I received my orders from Head Quarters on 1st March, and at once proceeded to make arrange
ments for the necessary contracts for the supply of an estimated Force of 1200 men. 

3. The usual marquee was provided as a store tent, but I found it too small for conveniently dealing with 
the supplies required for so large a camp, and I recommend that a larger tent be supplied in future. The 
commissariat appliances were in good order, but additions to the equipment should be made if Regimental 
Quartermasters are to be supplied therefrom. Additional weighing apparatus is necessary, and should be 
-well tested before being sent to camp. 

4. The camp kitchens worked well, but arc not properly understood by the regimental cooks, who 
work them too quickly. It would be a great improvement if the baking dishes were fitted with strong 
wire legs about l½ inches long, which would allow for draught and prevent the meat being burned. The 
bars for the broad-anow trenches are too short; an alteration must be made before another encampment. 

5 . .Llieat.-On 1he verbal authority of the Minister of Defence the ration of meat was increased from 
one pound to one and a half pounds per diem, which gave satisfaction. Meat of excellent quality was
supplied by Mr. W. II. Fer1;all, of Launceston, at 29s. per 100 lbs. 
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6. Brnad in l½ lbs. ration loaves was supplied by Mr. F. Symons, of Launceston, and was of first-class 
•quality. Contract price, lOs. per 100 lbs. 

7. General Rations.-Groceries and general rations, including vegetables and potatoes, were supplied 
by Mr. George Weymouth, of Launceston, who gave every satisfaction. Tea and sugar were, as usual, 
drawn from the Colonial Storekeeper. At any future camp I should prefer the sugar of a higher grade. 

8. Special Rations:-For field days and outpost duties a special haversack ration, consisting of biscuit 
·and saveloys, was issued. These were supplied by Messrs. Swallow and Ariel, of Melbourne, and Mr. 
Scholtz, of Hobart, respectively, and gave general satisfaction. · 

9. Scale of Rations.-In view of the issue of the extra meat ration, it will be desirable to revise the 
,authorised scale. I am now instituting enquiries on this subject, with a view to making a special report. 

10. The total number provisioned during the camp, i.e., on full rations during the four days, was 4224 
men. The total cost of these, on the ration scale, was £177 0s. 6d.=l0·0246d. per man per diem. In 

·addition to this 1353 men received partial rations on the night of marching in, and special extra rations on 
field days, &c. In this number is included advance parties engaged in preparing camp. The cost of these 
extras was .£56 2s. 6d.=9·09d. per man. The cost of all supplies was £233 3s., making the -·daily cost 
per man on the four days' camp l3·02d. 

11. The formation of the Commissariat and 'l'ransport Corps is a movement of importance. Twelve 
men were enrolled immediately before the camp, and rendered excellent service. When the Corps is fully 
organised the department will be in a position to take over all general duties connected with supply and 
-transport. The men at present enrolled are 2 clerks, 3 issuers, 2 butchers, 1 carpenter, and 4 labourers and 
-drivers. All these men are able to drive horses, and understand that they are not engaged as specialists, 
·but must perform any duties required of them. 

12. The usual detailed Return is enclosed herewith. 

·The Colonel Commandant, 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

THOS. C. JUST, Jl!Ia}or, A.C.G. 

The Barrack.~, Hoba1·t. 

WILLIAM THOMAS STRUTT, 
GOVERNMENT ,PRINTER1 TASMANIA. 
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