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REPORT of the RoYAL SocrnTY .OF TASMANIA for the Year 1875. 

THE Session of, 1875 opened on the 9th March with a pap~l~ by the Rev. J.E. Tenison Woods, 
F.L.S.; F.G$, F.R.G.S., &c., "On some Tertiary Fossils from '!'able Cape." · ·· 

The following papers were .brought forward at·the various subsequent meetings:-" On some 
:µew Species of Tasmanian Marine· Shells," by the Rev. J. E. Tenison Woods, F.G.S .. , ~c.;,,, On 
the Fossil Genus Fenestella," by the same ; " On the Frilled Lizard ( C/ilamydosaurus Kingii) of 
Queensland," by Dr. G. Bennett, F.Z.S., F.L.S. ; " On the beautiful Sponge from the Philippin~ 
Islands known as Venus's Flower basket (Euplectella aspergillum)," by the same. "Further Notes. 
on the Salmon Experiment," by M. Allport, F.L.S., F.Z.S.; "On the Freshwater Shells of Tas.: 
mania," by _the Rev. J. E. Tenison Woc,ds, F.Z.S., &c. ; "Account of a Visit to Port Davey," by 
the Hon. J. R. Scott, M.L.C. ; "On the Vital Statistics of Tasmania," by E. C. Nowell, Esq:, 
Government Statistician. "On the.Queensland Grasses," by F~ lVI. Bailey, Esq., Corresponding 
Member of the Society. "On some new and hitherto _undescribed Shells of Tasmania," by the 
Rev. J. E. Tenison Woods, F.G.S., &c. "A Census of the Plants of Tasmania," by Baron F. vo~ 
Mueller, C.M.G., M.D., F.R.S., &c. . . . ... 

The names of the authors of the above papers are sufficient guarantee for their value. Most 
of the papers have already been published, others will appear immediately ; and it may safely be 
said that at no former period ohhe Society have papers of higher value and interest ever appeared 
in our Proceedings. The special thanks. of the Society are due to the Rev. J. E. Tenison Wood,f., 
for the vast trouble he has taken in describing and classifying -various collections of our shells ; a'Ild 
as this description could not have been well accomplished without the invaluable assista.nce of Mr .• 
Legrand, (see Mr. Woods' remarks at the November meeting) our cordial thanks are justly duEl to 
that gentleman also. . . 

Our old and highly esteemec;l correspondent, the Baron Ferd. von Mueller has laid the Society 
under the deepest obligation by his learned and elaborate " Census of the Plants of Tasmania," a 
work which will be invaluable for• all time as a standard of reference. The best thanks of the 
Society are also due to Dr. G. Bennett, of Sydney,.for his valuable contributions; both to our publi­
cations and Museum; and we· are greatly indebted to Mr. F. M. ·Bailey, of Queensland, for bjs 
paper on the grasses of that colony, and for his presentation (noticed elsewhere) to the Museum. 

. ' . . . ' ' ; 

• In addition to the papers above referred to, communications on the following subjects have 
been read and brought under discussion during the session ; viz. " On the occurrence of the ' Reed 
Warbler,' (Calamoherpe Australis) in Tasmania,'' from E. D. Swan, Esq. " On the desirability of 
steps being taken to prevent-the destruction .of the Blue Gum (Eucalyptus globulus) in the Colony," 
from A. K. Chapman, Esq. "On the improvement of the Domain," from. J. Sayce, Esq.; and on 
the same subject, from the Superintendei1t of the· Botanic Gardens-', " On the locality whence the 
Tasmanian Aborigines obtained the stone from which their cutting implements were formed," from 
_J. Scott, Esq., M.H.A., &c. " . 

Tl~e monthly meetings have been ,ery well attended, and the chair has, on several ·occasions~ 
been occupied by His E 4cellency t_he President. 

As will be noticed in the printed list, donations of books to the library have been numerous~ 
Among other donors may be mentioned Sir Robert Officer, the Rev. J.E. Tenison Woods,. the 
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-Secretary of State for India, the Malacological and Entomological Societies of Belgium; the Depart­
ment of Agriculture, United States; Dr. G. Bennett, of Sydney; the Superintendent of the 
Geological Survey of India ; the Trustees of the British Muse um ; the Royal Academy of Scienees, 
Munich; Baron F. von Mueller; the Hoyal University of Norway; His Highness Maharajah of 
Travancore ; the Director Meteorological Office, Calcutta ; the Director Meteorological Office, 
Canada; Hon. J. Whyte, Esq., M.L.C.; Dr. J. Hector, of New Zealand; Captain F. W. Hutton, 
&c. 

Mr. F. Abbott and Mr. W'. E. Shoobridge have carried on the meteorological observations 
with their usual zeal and accuracy, and the superintendents of the various lighthouses have for­
warded their returns as heretofore. The Hobart 'rown table for. December completes a series of 
observations extending over five years, and when this is added to the published abstract for 30 years 
we shall have an uniI]terrupted record extending over 35 years ... Certain chang·es in the meteorological 
observations are now. being made in order to assimilate them more closely to those of Europe, 
America, &c. ;Forms for these- have been executed at the Government Printing Office. 

As usual our thanks for the conveyance of parcels, &c., free of cost, are due to the Tasmanian 
Steam Navigation Company and to several of our merchants._ Of the latter Messrs. W. Crosby & 
Co., Macfarlane Bros., and Belbin & Dowdell have particularly favoured us during the past year. 

Thanks are also .due ·to Me_ssrs. 1Valch & S.ons for the gratuitous distribution of the Society's 
publications to members residing in the country. 

COUNCIL. 

_ No vacancy has occurred <;luring the year. The list of retiri~g members has been posted in the 
library for the last thre·e days, in accordance with No. 32 o.f the ~mended rules of the Society. : 

FINANCE. 

The income from all sources was as follows :-Government Grant-in-aid of Museum, £200; 
ditto of Gardens, £400; subscriptions, £153_; from Marine Board, £20; sale of plants, &c. at 
Gardens, £111 6s.; this, with £30 12s. in the hands of the Superintendent of the Gardens for pay~ 
ment of wages and £20 arrears of subscriptions, will give a total of £934 18s. · 

The expenditure as per balance sheet was £932 2s. lOd., leaving a balance to credit o_f 
£2 15s. 2d. . 

We greatly regret to say that although the usual notices have been forwarded, some members · 
have not yet paid their subscriptions for the past year, and several are even in arrear for former 
years. 

GARDENS. 

In last year's report it was stated that in all probability the n_ew entrance would be ready for 
opening in a few months. This expectation has_ not yet been realised, as up to the present time our 
efforts to procure suitable gates have been unsuccessful. This is much to be regretted, as it is 
generally felt that the present entrance is exceedingly inconvenient, and at the same time out of 
character with the place. It is to be 110ped that the completion of this public entrance will not be 
much longer delayed. 

As usual many new plants and seeds have been introduced. From Mons. J. Linden, of Ghent, 
:Belgium, was received· a fine collection of cqol-house orchids and palms, which arrived in good 
condition. Valuable donations of plants have also been received from the Botanic Gardens, 
Adelaide, Melbourne, and New Zealand, an<l from nurserymen in the neighbouring colonies. 
From th_e Chamber of Agriculture, Washington, a fine collection of Qonifers and other forest trees 
was received. Advices have also been had from Mons. J. Verschaffelt, of Ghent, Belgium, of the 
dispatch of a very valuable case of plants, consisting of a selection of what are, known as pictoriaJ 
trees, and 50 varieties of the best Rhododendrons extant. . 

The number of visitors to the Gardens during 1875 is estimated at 38,837. 

MUSEUM. 

Many objects of i_nterest have been acquired during the year. Deserving special mention is 
the collection of gigantic Fossil Marsupials from Darling. Downs, Queensland, the gift of Dr. G. 
Bennett, of Sydney. To the same donor we are indebted for the two specimens of the Euplectella, 
which have attracted so much attention. Mr. W. Legrand, with great liberality, presented type 
specimens of the new Marine and ]freshwater Shells described by ~he Rev. J. E. Tenison Woods. 

· Hitherto we have been unable to make any satisfactory display of our shells, but a number of 
well.-arra~ged show cases are now beir!g constructed, wl?ich wi~l. enable the entire collection to be 
properly arranged an1 exhibited. · 
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The Rev. W.W. Spicer has rendered most valuable service by: naming, arranging, and mount~ 
-ing the various collections of dried plants in the Museum. The European and Tasmanian portions 
of the Herbarium have already been completed, and Mr. Spicer purposes to proceed with the 
arrangement of the remainder as opportunities offer. 

It gives us great ·pleasure again to acknowledge our obligations to Mrs. C. Meredith, who has 
not only executed for us, in her usual artistic manner, several original drawings, but afterwards very 
'kindly undertook the trouble of transferring them to stone. 

The number of visitors to the Museum during the year was 15,015. 

STATEMENT of Funds ojthe ROYAL SocIETY of TASMANIA for the Year 1875. 

lltereipts. £ s. d. £ s. d. 
Annual Subscriptions from 97 

Members ..••..••.••••••.••• 145 10 0 
·Arrearsofditto •••.•••••••••••• 710 0 
. Amount received from Marine 

Board. for clt,rical assistance in 
completing Meteorological 
Tables from Lighthouses • • • • • 20 0 0 

Total Royal Society. • • • • • --- 173 0 0 
Museum-

Grant-in-aid from Treasury ••• 
Botanic Gardens-

Grant-in-aid from Treasury •. 400 0 0 
Proceeds of sale of Plants, 

Fruit, &c. • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • . 11 J 6 0 

200 0 0 

Total Botanic Gardens • • • --- 511 6 0 
January 19th, 1876-Balance 

-overdrawn at Commercial Bank 47 16 10 

. .£932 2 10 

NOTE. 
Dr. 

To overdrawn balance at Bank•.·. 47 16 10 
. Cr. . 
By Cash in hands of Superin-

tendent of Botanic Gardens for 
payment of Wages • . • • • • • • • . 30 12 0 

Subscriptions due. • • • • . • • . . • • • • 20 0 O 
50 12 0 

Balance to Credit •• ;... £:1 15 2 

'.iExpenlriture. £ s. d. £ s. d. 
Jan. 19-Balance overdrawn at 

Commercial Bank, as per state­
ment for 1874 ...•••••..••••. 

Interest on overdrawn account, 
June 30, £1 3s. 7d.; Dec. 31, 
£1 2s. 6d .•....•...•••..•••• 

Stampr.cl Cheque Books ••.••••• 
Royal Society-

Meteorological Instruments •. 
Printing and .Advertising .... 
Postage, Parcels, &c. . .••.•.. 
Collector's Commission •...•. 
Messenger ..•...•.•••••.•••• 
Clerical assistance for complet­

ing Lighthouse Meteorological 
Tables ...•••..•••••• · •••• 

2 0 0 
63 0 6 
5 7 2 
7 13 0 
1 0 0 

45 16 0 

2 6 1 
0 16 8 

Library Books, Stationery, &.c. 
Total Royal Society •••• 

20 0 0 
4p 3 2 
--- 145 3 10 

Museum-
Salary of Curator . . • • . • . . • • • • 125 0 0 
Wages of Attendant...... • • • • 52 0 0 
Insurance . . . • . . • . • • • • • • • • • • 6 7 6 
Purchase and Preparation of 

Specimens ...•.••••••••.•• 
Water Rate ...•..•..•••••.• 
Ftiel and Light • • • • . ••..•••• 
Paper for Herbarium ..•••.•• 

. Sundries and Petty Cash .••••• 
Camphor, Spirits of Wine, &c. 
Ironmongery, Brushware, &c .• 
Freight and Carriage of Speci-

mens ...•• _. •••••••••••••• 
Fitting-s, Repairs, &c •.•••••.• 

'l'otal Museum •••••••• 
Botanic Gardens-

10 12 6 
3 2 8 
4 4 7 
5 0 0 
1 3 3 
7 0 9 
3 3 0 

0 18 0 
8 4. 8 . 
-- 22616 11 

Salary of Superintendent ..•••• 150 0 0 
Wages of Labourers .....••••• 254 17 0 
Tools ancl Repairs (blacksmith) 12 6 5 
Freight and Carriage of Plants 8 8 6 
Stationery and Stamps. . . . . • . . 5 10 6 
Forage • • . • . • • • • • • • 11 19 7 
Ironmongery. • • • . . . . • . • • • • • . . 20 6 8 
Flower Pots . . . • • . . . • • • • . . • 8 · 1 0 
RepairofBuildings,'rimber,&c. 4 7 2 
Water Rate . . • . . . . ... • • • • . . . 2 1 8 
Sunclries... • • • • . . • • . • . • . • • • 27 3 .10 
Seeds ..•. ..•••••••... ...... 6 1 0 

Total Botanic Gardens. . --- 511 3 4 

.£932 2 10 

Examined anu found correct, 
HENRY COOK, l 
JOHN MACFARLANE, S Auditors. 

31st January, 1876. 

J'AMEB BARNARD, 
GOVERNMENT rRINrER, TASMANIA. 


