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''sf ii, ,~
1~°,:_~R- . ; ~]. ~:: ::;~-:~ . ; . : :~ , : . / " : ' (?olon:~riJecret~ry~ s Office, Hobart Tow~~· 1th 'lprzl, ·i 877:~ . 

I HAVE the h?nor to inform you that the question. o[ the. :Q~ritr,~lj~_B:~,?11_ of.· th~ police having 
engaged the atte.nt10n of the Governnrn.Ht,_~th~y~re convmced that the time has amved when an 
alteration in th.e. existing system is impera#vely aemanaed:=c, 

' " ' h: , I·.: ·1 ... ,·t / •. 

. _ ~t i~ the intentioii. . ~:('the Go~ernm~rit to submit to Parliament a . Scheme sufficiently 
'~.comprehensive to meet;tb~,·d~c,~lµes· experiync~g j11 the _wor¼,ing of the present system, as, i:n 
?ons~quence of the di vision ?f 3:uthority ~:n,d,. respon_sib\lity since. tlie .establis_hment :of Municipalities 

... 111_.thIS Colony, the _en~s of J~stice have, 111 some cases, been defeated. - : : ... : . , . , , : 
r. .'. - • . - ' ' ; I ' : • • ' ' rr:. . :·., :];:_i. ''' ",.-· . . . 'T • ~ r ·~ ' •' - - • • \ • ' - . • 

'-,. ,. ·. The Government proopose to mtrodtice a.measure which; while vestmg, ithe Cep.tral authority in · 
: the hands,·ofthe Ex~cutiv.~ J}of~rnm,en( w,ith prilll~ry_ control over;' and distributioµ ,of, all.members 
~-·of the. Police ;Force,.wi.ll le~ye. tlie: ·detailed· arrartge~erits as·· at present with. those : most conversant 
· -with local .wants; ,)iz,-:::-:-;tlii We ardemi' ~µd Councillors of the various Municipalities. ·. · 

·. The. Government· ar~,~-:o~ 9J-)i~io~- tha~--t~~::P~lice,·Force: will h~.· ~~ndered :'more ~:fficient 
,,,:if Qo~stables are enable.cl-~~ ·a.~t; should tli~ necessity' arise, in any _other Municipality 'than' the' one 

to which they may be·specially attached .... 

In framing a Bill to carry out these proposed -'iri.eastires 'the Go~ernmetit >a~ ·not inteiicf to 
interfere· with existing Municipal· appointments,~ buLas death or resignations take place, all 

, . yac,1ancies, a,fter. the pas!!_ing of the Act, will be filled by the Executive. · 

:: ~--~-' ''i ~ban ~eel o~li~;d'if ~~~ ~ili, at yo~r earliest convenience, afford the Government the benefit 
. of ~ny ~µggestions it_ may-be in your po~wer, and that_ofth~ Councillors 0£,t~e l\'[unicipality,_to·offer,. 

· ·· in Q~d!:lr;.to; giv~ -practical effect.~o the w1she~ of th.e ~xecutr!e· · · · .. · · · · 

~iyi~~ ,u~-~~-ro~·~i;ai~i'ci>-~iierati~~:in thi~ niatte~, '. · 

.. ·. ,.· ... ,.:;· · ·:•··'- . . I have, &c. 
, , • . . , --. '. - · · !' · (Signed), , TH,OS. ,;J.l~IBEY .. 

('. Tfie.,Worshipful ~h.~/Vat1~n.· -:·:.· . , . ,; . ·,, 
';_-'[Sehtfo 'Niii~teen,Wlirde~s. and, :M:ayors or,'Hobar~ Towii and Launceston.],.' 

·;,. ·_ 'i,' ) :·: _; fi:•,,:., , ,_; . .-... _. .. :· . ', , .. · r. . . . , ,· . ·• . •· i_' ·--·· •••• '. 

·.,, ';' . : ~:\_,,:" .: .:.:: .; ,, Cpunc# Chamber~~ Oatlands/12tk\fpril, 1877 •. 
: S1R,.-. t'..·. ·r_)~ ... ~~- .:.\_.,-. 11_-· '··~ .. . : .. -, .!_. -.• ., ---~· ,: · . • - :· ·- ·,._ ... ··.' i . : ·•1·-~-·:. ~-.-·<:.;/ ._-,.·:~ .· · .. . -·:: . 

. :: .>I HA.VE-the honorJo)icknowledge the receipt of your cirimlar,·dated.the :7thjnst.a,nt;referring- · · 
/ .:• to:the:;c9nt~~plp,,ted: C~P:~raµz~tion of the ·Police' of this ·Colony. . .. :, . :, ;- : •. . ·· 

y o~r co~inunication ,i~-~n'·be''laii "b~~~re ~he :co~ncillo~s- of.thi~ 'Mu~l~ip~iity;'. ~ith '.:a vie~ to-
elicit suggestions by t4em for the use of the Government. · · •. · ·· · · .. · '· · · · ·· 

· ··: ... ·· f~iiv~~ &~:>,; ;;_·.,_~.: :,~,1 · . ._ .•J• 

·,--:\ ,';';' __ \..L"i·::i ,.i_c:,•:•-, ·:·,:;,.·: - •·: · .. (Sigrted) JOHN ROWLAND ROE, Wardmi ... 
Tfie Hon. the. Co!onii.il $ecretary; 

· . Hobart Town. I ., 

·---:=,.;-;-.:._,,.,.,-·e..---- - ...• -- ---. ·-=:-:~ ~-=--:..•·· • .,-.• 
! • • • • • 

;;··~_:,'.' .'!h·· ,\~;,,<; _;:,'.::;;:;i.~:·:r·; .. ,. ,, ,, . . . Co_uncil Chamber; <)ampbtll 7:'qio;i, 13th..April~ 1~77~ . 
· Sin, . . _ .,,,_ .. :: _,... · , . . .: . ... _ ... _ . . .. 

: . · · _:.;: ·. > I. ;u·+vE, t'!i~, h_(!n<>r ,to acknowledge r_ec,eipt af your cir_!)ular 'o_f the 7th instant ; and, in _reply,.· 
/ ,' · beg,t'<x,_stat~ tp~t,th~:saiµe will'be"lii.id' beforeithfa·~µni<,iipal Council at its·next·-meeting. ;· -, .. · · ·, . 

~:;t~~~i:~;~9~~;:1~4;:•./.':C'Di'.t;,i;~i:1~s.· .. o~ag~.•.+~. 
·'.J • .:..~,, ' '·" :·~:.: ;' :,:,,. "' • •• ,: ' ' .. ~ 
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. . . Town Clerk! s· Office, Launceston;· Tasmania, 13th April, 1877; 
Sm, . . . . . . 

I AM directed by· His'.:Worship::the:,May0r-to acknowledg~, •the' r~ceipt. of your letter of the 7th 
instant, referring to the· ·Centralization,. of ,the ,.,P6lice, and ,;to' inform you that it will receive due 
consideration. . · 

I Jiave; &c.:.. . 
. (Sig·nedf. c; W.·, ROCHER,:,.Town Clerlt. 

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary_;, 

Municipal Cl;arnbers, Sorell, I 4tli April, 1877. 
s~.. . . . 

. I HA VE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your circular of the 7th instant, intimating 
that it is th~ intention of the Government to introduce" a measure which, while vesting the central . 
authority in the hands· of the Executive Government;with primary control over and distribution of 
all members of the Police·Force,will leave the detailed arrangements, as at present,with those·.most.
conversant with local works-the Wardens and Councillors of the various Municipalities.'' 

· A~ you have desired that I wm, at my earliest convenience, afford the Government the benefit 
of any suggestions it may be in my power and that of the Councillors to offer, in order to give 
practical effect to the wishes of the Executive, I have this day submitted your circular to the Council 
of ~orell, who regard the proposed measure as one which, if ·passed into law, will divest Munici
palities throughout the Colony of the power -of appointing and controlling the Police, and simply 
leave to them the " detailed arrangements" for taxing the rate-payers, paying the constables, and
carrying out the orders of the Executive, duties which could be easily performed without the assist
ance of Municipal Councils. 

The Municipal Council of Sorell are of opinion that ~uch a: measure as that foreshadowed in 
your circular will· neither remedy existing defects in the present system -of Police government, nor 
prevent "the ends of justice, in some cases, from being defo3:ted ;" and they very respectfully suggest 
that so grave a question as that of Police reform should be remitted, as have been questions of 
less imp9rtance, with beneficial results, to the consideration of a Royal Commission (empowered to 
take the evidence of gentlemen of intelligence, independence, and experience), and report ·thereon to 
His Excellency the Governor before overturning by hasty legislation part of a system of local self- . 
government so long sought for by the people, and welcomed as a boon when established by law 
Ill 1865. . . 

The Municipal Council of Sorell. are; conscious .. that the present system, as twelve years' 
experience of its working has proved, has its defects, but they are defects which can be remedied by 
an amendment of the existing law, and are as nothing when. compared with the defects, and some
thing worse than defects, which existed u\1der the system in operation when the Police of the Colony 
were under the absolute control of the Central Government. 

If, however, it be the intention of the present Ministry to push forward such a measure as that 
indicated in y0ur .. circular ·of, the 7th instant during the 'approaching session of Parliament, the Muni
cipal Council of Sorell beg leave to offer the following suggestions which, if adopted, are, in their 
opinion, calculated to remedy the chief defects.in the present system:-

L That; in- addition to the powers which, under "The Police Regulation Act," the Executive 
Government already possess, such extended control over the Municipal Police of the Colony be given •: 

·as.will ensure .the :Forces of the -various Municip~lities working in concert with each other, and with 
the Territorial Force whenever their united.action may be required.· ' 

2 .. That_.the appointment,,dismissal, and local control of the-members of the -Municipal Police· 
Forc·e remain, as at ·present, vested in the hands of the Municipal Councils of the Colony. • 

3. That-a more efficient system of inspection be adopted, with the necessary appliances for 
carrying_it out, so that ~t may _not, 1:1.~ at 'present, be merely nominal and superficial, but real and 
advantageous.,. · · 

4. That the numerical strength of the Police Force fu the various Municipalities be regulated 
by the Executive Government. 

5. That a.uniform Police Rate, not-exceeding ninepence in the pound, be levied throughout the 
Colony; and that iri. l\iI unicipalities where the rate so levied is in excess of the necessary Police:. 
expe~ditµre) the. ov~r.plus be. remitted ,to the- Government,-an(l that in Municipalities where. the rate 
is insufficient tq defray'. th.e ne.cessary Police exp!c!nditure, .the .deficiency be. p11id, by_ the . Government. : 

I have, &c. 

Tli'e Hon, tke Colonial Secretary, Bdba;t ·Town. 
(Signed) J. A. GUNN, Warden. 
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Srn,· . _ ... _ .. 
Council. Chamber, New Norfolk,] 6th ..April, 1877._ 

"· : I ,n.,rvE the -honor': to acknowledge receipt, of your- letter of;-the.7th_fostan.t,: which Was, laid bef~re 
the Municipal -0.ouncil · at its meeting on the 13th instant, and I am:•.requested to inform,,,you :the. 
Q.orincil are of oph1ion that _since the establishment of this Municipality the working of the Police 

.. jlias,been,'.!efficient and satistactor.y, and they,are therefore, un:able',to, offer any suggestions for its 

. :improvement,· with;this exception ;-;viz.,that the Government,in cas.es of;pressing emergency·sShould 
h:ive' the poVfer to avail .themselves "of the ·services :of the Police. · 

The Hon. the Colo'IJ,ial Secretary. 
C •. • • • •• ' • 

Sni, 

,· I· have; .&c. · · 
(Signed) W. A. B. JAMTESON?Warden. 

. . ' 

Council Chambers, Deloraine, 17th April, 1877. 

I. HAYE. th.e honor to inform you that your circular of the 7th instant, inviting sugg·estions from 
· ·myself and Councillors of this<M unicipality respecting the proposed measures for the centralization 

of the Police, was duly laid before a Special Meeting of the Council yesterday, the whole of'the 
- Councillors ·being present. · ' · 

The following Resolution was· .carried unanimously :-Resolved-'.'.That, as the Government have 
:, n~t supplied the Municipal Council with. a copy of the Draft Bill, thfly are unable to offer apy . 

s:uggestions · respecting· the proposed measure. At present this · Council is decidedly opposed to 
' ce:µtralization." . ' 

The Hon. the Colonial _Secretary. 

. Sm, 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY' 'DOUGLAS, Warden. 

Municipal Council 'Chamber, Richmond, l8tlt'.April, 1877 . 

. I HAVE the honor to acknowledge ·the receipt of your letter of the 7th instant, with reference 
to the question of the proposed Centralization of the Police Force of the Colony. .. 

· At a Meeting of the Council of this Municipality yesterday the same was laid before it, when 
. it -was resolved that it be taken· into consideration at the next meeting •ofthat body . 

. l have, &c. 
(Signed) 

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, Hobart Town. 
WINSTON C. SIM-MO:&S, Warden •. 

Municipality of.Spring Bay, . 
· Council.Chambers, -Triabunna, :l8th-April, 1877 • 

.. Sm~.. . 
. . IN reply to you_r. circular of the .7th instant, in ,re "The ·centralization of the Police,", I have 

. the honor to inform you that the Municipal Council of Spring Bay having met this day, and taken 
. your• circular into consideration; the following , Resolution ,was passed : - "That , the circular be 
, , -received and acknowledged, ,but· this: Council not being, in favour. of ' Centralization. of the. Police,' 
,. can, giye no opinion for the guidance of the Government." 

· I have, &c. 
(Signed) · FREDERICK MACE., Warden, 

The Jion.:T. REIBEY, Esq., . 
Colonial Secretary, Hobart Town. 

Coun.cil .Cliar,nbers, ,Eva_nd_ale, 20.th April, 1877. 
SIR, - - .. . . ,· ·J .• " ·._.. . 

l :HAVE the.,Jionoi-'·to a~knowiedge·the receipt ·of·the ~i~~ular from yo1fr Office,· dated 7th inst., · 
referring to Centralization of the Police, and to state, that I brougl:it the. same under the notice of the 
.Coun~il at its mE;leting.,on.the-J,7th instant,: 'Yhen the following· motion was pr.oposed and carried 
unan~iiiqllsly, ·yiz.' :~"~ Th ~t before .giving a decided opinion · on tbti ·. matter of_ the Centralization. iof 

: :the Police-F.orde/if the Colony, it,is d_esirable that.,mo:re in:fo:rmatioh ·tJier~oh be in possessiqn _()f the 
. Council;· ;hut;that1afpres~nt,,the ,feeling: of:the :Counci1'is'decidediy\1d\reise to it" .. 

. ' . . ' .• .• , ._ . ~ ' 

.... ·. I hav:e,' &c . 

. ;, Th_e ·°'0,7!•/~f; f}_<!.Z,or!Jf!l:, S,~,q..r.~tr;zry,c1Jobqit:_;, " - .{Sigqed), _ ;·_ -~., JI, , D_()!JQ,I,u\S,.~ ·Wa,;'.d~n •. 
• _v •·•···••' ,., . • , : -:".·..: ,·-: .•: , .. , .•• ~ ·- ••. \_ :.c: .. • 
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Sm, 
Municipal Chambers, Ross, 20th April, 1877. 

· I HAVE the honor to a·cknowledge the receipt of your circular dated 7th April, 1877, relative to 
the Centralization of the Police. · · · 

I have now. the honor to. inform you that at a special meeting of the Council of this Munici
pality, held on the 17th instant, to consider the same, it was resolved .to defer any further considera-
tion of the matter until better informed respecting the proposed alterations. · · 

I may state that only five of the Councillors were present at the "special meeting," two being 
out of the Colony. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) 

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, Hopart Town. 
JAMES WESTBROOK, Warden. 

Council Chambe~s, Westbui·y, 20th April, 1877. 
SIR, ~ . . . · . · · . : . . , . . . .. 

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your circular of the "7th instant, having reference 
to a prop~sed scl1eme for the Centralization of the Police. · 

Upon the receipt of that"circular· I convened a sp~cial ~eetirig of the Council, which meetirig 
took place yesterday ; and after the matter had been fully discussed, I. was. instructed to forward to 
you the following resolution, which was unanimously passed, the. whole of the Council being 
present:-,-" That, in the opinion of thi~ Council, it is not desirable or necessary that the control, or 
any portion of the control, of the Police of this District be_ vested in the Ce_ntral Government, except-
ing such as exi_sts under the ~cts at present in_ force." · 

I have, &c ... 

Tlie Hon. the Colonial Sec1·etary, Hobart Town. 
(Signed) DANIEL BURKE, Warden. 

Council Chambers, Swansea, 21st April, 1877 . 
. SJR, , . .. a •• . 

I HAVE . the honor to inform you that at a meeting of the Municipal Council, held on the 17th 
instant, I laid upon the table your circular on the question. of the Centralization of the Police, and 
the following· resolution was passed :'...:..;Resolved; "That this meeting do not approve of the contem
plated alterations." 

I would venture to express iny- individual opinion that a thorough Centralization of the Police 
sbould·be effected, and :the whole be placed on the same footing as the Territorial Police; all con
trol, pay, distribution, &c., vested in the hands of the Executive Government, not allowing the 
Municipalities to have any. power in_ the manage~entor dire_ction of the Police beyond that which 
they may posse·ss as Justices ofthe Peace. It is ·very 'undesirable to ·have two: systems of Police 
government, as they are sure to clash, and ratll.er to act in, opposition than in support of each other ; 
and it is also unjust to the poorer districts who have to pay the full tax of ninepence for Police alone, 
whereas_"thidnore·w:e'a.lthy, only:pay., from ;fivepence to eightpence both for Police and Municipal: 
the Police tax should be equally distributed and all pay alike. I do not know of any other British 
colony ,.having twB systems of Police government.· The :Police _is the- qnly -protection. _we have,·· and 
the present system is like having a1~ ar~y under sepai;ate_,military _regu,la_tions, discip]jn(3;· or: co~trol, 
and und(lr two forms of Government, viz., Monarchal and Republican. · · · · 
. .. ~ " .... {·,: _·,-.-:~·)·~-.~:-:_\:T ,,:1:.l· ... ··~~~- ;::'_ .. . . ·. ~_. r.·_ .- .. . . .:; , , 

Trusting I may not have trespassed .too .much,.· 

... ,·,Ihav.e, &c. 
•:· · ··' :'.'./ •:·/(,i.'. ;;:;:·~·;:-\. (· ! (Signed) 

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, Hobart Town. 
EDWARD CARR SHAW, Warden. 

':.': . .. :,·1 .... . '~ ,,,-; ,-_' :-.·: lt. 

.. : •• '! • ' ~. : '': ,': ::: ~ :.::.:. 

, ·.• ·. ,·::Jr ··.:., ~'\,;:·/.\ ;,·--.-,; :_;·,, ., .. ;,-·.;,, .. · Bellerive Council Chambers, 26th April, 1877. 
81R, . . ,·,. 

•·· - :. ·· .I .HAVE the 'hono:r. fo ·a~kiiowledge ;the: receipt of your ·circular ,qf'.. the:·7:t.li::fo~~n~, jntjn,iatiiig· that 
the question :of· the-. ·Cenfraliiation. of, th;e, '.Police having .. engagEld t4e. att(lµti!)µ ;of:)µe_ :9'.!'.>Y:~,rnment, 
they are convinced t~a~ the ~~e ~~~- a~_ijy~~-wh~n an alt~ration in the existing system is imperativ~ly 

.. den,iand,!3._d,_ l!:111 t?at}~ ?~- ~~en: ~p.!en~~ 'to·subm1~ to Parliament a scheme suf6:c1ently comprehensive 
· to· meet the difficulties •experie_nced).n,I the working of the present system, as m consequence of the 
division of authority and responsibility :;;ince the establishment ,of .Municip.alities.in; thi1;_1.Q9l()n_y~the 

P.:-- --=•••-·• - . •,.• .... ••• •-•• • -.-• .:..., 
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. ,ends of justice have in some cases been defeated. Also that the Government propose to introduce a 
"iileasure which, while vesting the central _authority iri the hands of the Executive Government, with 
primary control over and distribution of' all members of the Police, will leave the detailed arrang~
nients as at present with those mo;;t conversant ~ith_)ocal wants:;, .and finally, that the Government 

•.· are of opini_on that the Police Force w:ill be rendered ni.ore· efficient if constables are enabled to a~.t, 
should necessity arise, in any qther Municipality than the 011e to which 'they may be specially attached • 

. _ In reply I have tbe honor to state-that the Municipal Council have now had- the control and 
-•· management of the· Police Force in this Municipality for, more than sixteen _years, and in view of the 
"·' result,. I beg respectfully to dissent from your expression, of opinion that the. time has arrived when 
· ari alteration in the existing system is imperatively demanded, On· the· contrary, I would ·venture to 

·_ 'dr'aw your attention to the fact that; during the whole of that perio~ the perpetrators of crime in the 
, ,district" have been almost invariably detected, and to the present general.tranquillity of the Munici-

pality as a proof of the efficiency,·ofour P9.li~e- Force, a11d pf_t,li~, ;;atisfac~OfY: workil!-g· of the existing 
system, at least in the Mu11icipality of Clarence. So far as my experience and observation extend-I 
-~m not aware of any cas,~ in w]:i.icp. t]:i.e_ends of justice'.ha.ve been defeated in consequence of a division 

' of authority."· 

i would submit that any measure,.having Jo:r_ .. its, _gpj,~ct the. vesting ~f centraf auth~~ity in the 
hands of the Executive Government, with primary control over and distribution of all members of 
the Police .Force, and leaving the detailed arrangements as at present with the respective Municipal 
Councils, must n·ecessarily entail such a division of authority and responsibility as would inevitably 

· lead to confusion and misunderstanding;· and seriously militate against the_ efficiency and proper 
: .management of the Force. · · · 

-.· · · .. l would venture to_ submit,_ that under the existing regulations constables- are enabled to act, 
should the necessity arise, in any other municipality than the one to which they may be specially 
attached, (see 29 Viet. No. 9, sect. 22, and form of oath in the schedule to that Act). l may further 

: : state; that-the· greatest una~imity and good feeling have hitherto existed and still exists between the 
' Police Force of this ·and tha:t cif each of 'tlie adjoining Municipalities. It has soD1etimes happened 

that an officer has been called upon to act in another municipality'than the one to which he has been 
attached, and on every occasion all possible information-and assistance have been readily given. 

0 ·;· ': ,, Jn·'cohclusioii"I• desire to .. state, that· in my opinion any faults in ·Police management in the 
_various Municipalities are chiefly attributable to a want of proper supervision on the part of those in 

'
0 authority, and not to any inherent defects in the ~ysterri'itself;. ThEl tendency of the proposed scheme 

of centralization would, in my judgment, be to incr_ease _in~teacl of diminish those faults; inasmuch as 
it is difficult to suppose that executive supervision carried on at a distance and ul}der the manifold 
:disad:vantages arising from _a limited knowledge of local drcumstan_ces s:an be as effective as that of 
resident Municipal authorities~ who are daily brought into coµtact w:ith ,the'practical efficiency of the 
force; and. who must, of necessity, be in _a better position to direct, control, and to provide a remedy 

:~•_;for.any.exis~ing, abtI_ses. · · "· ., . 
~. ' 

I have, ·&c:' ' :.· · · 

,. 'Th: H;;;;~ble T~~~~~ R~{~E;; Colonial Secretary, 
(Signed) HENRY LAMB, Warden. 

., 
(I.,;, ' ~. • ) '• .' ... (,'.1 \ : '. '. 

Hobart Town. 

Green Ponds, 27th April, 1877. 
Srn, 

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your circular of the 7th April instant, respecting 
centralizing the Police, and asking for such suggestions upon the same as myself or the Councillors 
of this Municipality may have to offe:i;._:·:.-~.,·,;···_,·,-=-·::·~,-c:~·,:~ 

In reply, I beg to inform you that I laid the same before the Council at its last meeting, when 
it was resolved that I should ask you to be good enough to cause a copy of the Bill which the 
Government propose bringing before Parliament to be forwarded to me, and the Council will then 
be prepared to take the matter into its consideration. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) THO~. GORRINGE, Warden. 
The Honorable the Colonial Secretary,_ Hobart Town. 

1/:'.ITt~.'i--.:n~)i,Vi: '::~.?l:~l'f. ~ 
,J_·,-;'l'J•/·.'r..~,'.: 1~-~ \;--,.;;_ ~- ·:[~t~:-~ ·-~ .~'~:~·····-::~·~~~.r,.: :J 



)._ :, Council Chambers, .Bothwell, 30tli. April, 1877. 
,;SIR, 

I HAVE the honor to inform you, that your circular of the 7th April instant, relative to the . 
· Centralization of the .Police Force;. was laid, before a full meeting of,the ,Bothwell Municipal Council, 

on· Saturday .last; the. 28th April,, when the following resolution was passed in regard thereto, . 
. :namely_,_ · · · 

·. "Resolved unanimously,: That this Council, having. taken:into its .consideration the- Colonial 
·· Secretary's circular of the 7th April instant, is of opinion that before attempting to offer any sugges

tions thereon it is desirable the Council should have.the Government draft Bill before it." · 

· • ·" Resolved; That application·be made to.the Government f~r a ~opyofthe same; ~nd further that 
· the Warden do write to the Colonial Secretary enclosing a copy of ·the foregoing resolution, and at 
.. same time request the favour of an explf!nation as.to .the exact construction to be put on paragraph 
-- four·ofthe circular." · 

Tlie Hon. tlie Colonial Secretary. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) N. P. ALLISON, Warden. 

,Council Cliambers;Hamilton, ]st May, 1877. 
SIR, . 

vVITH reference to your circular of the 7th ultimo, wherein you request that I and the Coun
·cillors of this lVIunicipality should afford you any suggestions in our power with regard to a proposed 
-scheme for the Centralization of the Police, I have the honor to. forward the following extract of the 
minutes of a meeting of the Hamilton Municipal Council, held in the Council Chambers, Hamilton, 
on Monday, the 30th ultimo, viz. :- · 

"A circular, ·dated the 7th ultimo, from the Honorable the Colonial Secretary, relative to the 
Centralization of the Police, was reacl. · Moved by Councillor Walker, and seconded by Councillor 
Dixc;m, 'That the circular having only been received by the Warden since the last meeting and laid 
before the Council this day, its consideration be deferred till next meeting.' Carried unanimously." 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) 

· Tlie Hon. tlte Colonial Secretary. 
JOHN KING, Warden. 

Council Chambers, Fingal, 3rd May, 1877. 
Sm, . 

I HA VE th_e honor to acknowledge the receipt of your circular dated the 7th ultimo, informing 
me "that the question of Centralization of the Police having engaged the attention of the Govern
ment, they are convinced that the time has arrived when an alteration in the existing system is 
imperatively demanded;" and submitting to me the outline of the scheme the Government intend to 
submit to Parliament to carry out that object. In reply I have to inform you that I submitted, the 
circular referred to to the meeting of the Municipal Council held yesterday, when the following 
resolution was carried :- . . 

"That this Municipal Council, while admitting that certain aiterationil are required in 'The 
Rural Municipalities Act,' and 'The Police Regulation Act,' to further the ends of justice, 
decidedly object to the proposed scheme for the· Centralization of the Police, as sketched in the 
circular. from the Hon. the Colonial- Secretary, dated 7th April, 1877 ." 

I have,' &c. 

Tlie Hon. tlie Colonial Secretary. 
(Signed) · ROBERT CARTER, Warden. 

. Council Clerli's Offece, Longfo'rd, 4t1i May, 1877. 
SIR, . 

I AM directed by the Warden of this Municipality _to;forward you a resolution passed at a meet
ing of the Council on_ the 3rd May instant, .in 'answer to your circular, 7th April, 1877, respecting 
the ·Centralization of the Police':- · · ,, 

"That this Council, having considered tlie Honorabl~ the· Colonial Secretary's circular of the 
7th April, 1877, is of opinion that as the principle of local management has been encouraged by the 
Government and has worked well, tending to _economy and efficie!lCY, relieving the Central Govern
ment of much responsibility, regards the conteinplatecl' moveiiieiif to centralize the Police. as of a 



retrograde· character.-' That this··council;·being con~in~ed from past experience that the Police can 
be better managed by the Municipality than'by the Central Government, with greater economy·and·l 
efficiency to tqe -ratepayers,regards the prop0sition · fo · :centralize .the, Police; and: ,thereby, take all 
control out of the power of the Municipal. Council, as most objectionable · .. and . inexpedient ; at ,the 1 
same time this Council considers that=some:slight modification; m:ight be= advantageously ·effected;'' 

I have; &c.-
The Hon., tlie-.Colonial Secretary~· 

(Signed) · HE~RY S! HUTCHINSON/ Council Clerk~< 

Council Chambers, Oatlands, 7th May, 1877. 
Srn,. . .. 

I HAVE the honor to inform you that your circular of the 7th ultimo was submitted .to the· 
consideration of the Municipal Council of Oatlands on the 5th instant, and that the Resolution below 
was passed unanimously by the Councillors present on that daJ'.'. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) JOHN ROWLAND. ROE, Warden. 

The:-H?n'. the_ Colonial Secretary, Hobart Town. 

Copy of Resolution re Centralization of the Police. 
"That the Council decline to offer any suggestions -until they. have had an opportunity of perusing a copy of the 

Bill to be .introd need into Parliament.'' 

I SIR, 
Council Clwm~ers, Campbell Town, 7th May, 1877. 

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge receipt-of your circular of 7th ultimo upon· the question· of· 
Centralizatiqn of the Police, and in reply beg ·to inform you that, having called a. special meeting of • 
the Council· for this day to consider the. question,· they have authorised me to convey to the . 
Government that in their opinion the system at present in force has worked satisfactorily, as the 
Re.port of the Inspector of Police for the year ending '30th Jiine, 1876, ·shows, as to· the · number of 
crimes reported.and the number of offe!tders convicted; and it'is very doubtful if the Police·would· 
be equally vigilant and effective if they were. under ·a head who could ·only give occasional super;. · 
vision as under that of those whose local knowledge· must be much 'greater; But they-are of opinion · 
that should any emergency arise that the Police be required to be concentrated. at one place that 
the _Central Government should . have ,the power to direct it without first requiring the consent of 
the Council; as. at -present .. , But they are opposed to Centralization, as it has . been laid down by 
an eminent authority that there must be life, common action, and freedom irr the little things of 
Municipalities in order that there may be life and common action and freedom in the greater things 
of a nation; as in countries where there is real political life there is a constant tendency to increase 
the sphere of Municipal action and duties instead of diminishing them. 

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) JAMES GIBSON, Warden. 

Town Hall, Launceston, 8th May, 1877. 
· Sm, . 

IN reply to your circular of the 7th ultimo referring to the Centralization of the Police, I have 
the honor to inform you that the Municipal Counl!il of Launceston deems it inadvisable to express 
any opinion on the question under consideration until favoured with the particulars of the scheme . 
mentioned in the said circular. · 

. I have, &c. 

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, Hobart Town. 
(Signed) ALFRED HARRAP, .Mayor. 

•,\ 
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_Council Chambers, Richmond, 9th May, 1877; 
'SIR, . . . . 
· IN reply to your circular of the 7th ultimo, having reference to the Centralization of the Police, 
I have the honor to inform you that I submitted the same for the consideration of the Municipal 
:Council of this District, when the following Resolution was passed :-

. Moved by Mr. CouncilloJ," · Goodwin, and seconded by Mr. Councillor Brain,-"·That this 
· Council not being aware of any action on the part of the Municipal Police by which th':} 'ends of 
justice have been defeated,' and: from the meagre information contained in the Hon. the Colonial· 
·Secretary's circular as to the necessity for· any change _in the management of the Police Force, of 
· the principle contained in the proposed Bill to give effect to the circular, are unable to offer any 
suggestions to the Government which would be of any practical value." (Carried unanimously.) · 

I have, &c. 

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary;. 
(Signe~) WINSTON C. SIMMONS, Warden. 

Srn, 
Council Chambers, Glenorcliy, llth June, 1877, 

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge receipt of your circular letter, "Re the Centralization of the 
Police," under date 7th April last, and to inform you that, at a Meeting of Council on the 2nd 
instant, I. was requested to inform you that the Council had no particular suggestions to make, but 
thought the best course would be for the House to appoint a Committee and take evidence upon 
the subject 

RICHD. SHOOBRIDGE, Warden. 
The Hon. tlie Colonial Secretm·y. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) 

Sm, 
Council 'Chamber, Hamilton, 12th June, 1877. 

I HAVE the honor to forward the following Extract from the Minutes of a Meeting of the 
Hamilton Municipal Council, held in the Council Chamber, Hamilton, on Tuesday, the 5th 
instant; viz.-

" The Honorable the Colonial Secretary's letter, .dated the 7th April, 1877, (relative to the 
Centralization of the Police, deferred from last meeting), was further considered. It was unanimously 
resolved that the Honorable the Colonial Secretary be requested to furnish a more definite statement 
of the intended measure of- the Government with regard to Police management, to enable _the 
Council to give an opinion." 

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary • 

......... •r••• •' •• ~•--.--• h- ·• ••-,.---.•••••-• -,•--~- -

I have, &c. 
(Signed) 

.T.&.lnis !1.&.lUl'.&.BD, 
QO'l'»BlfHBIIT 1'1U:NTBB1 T.&.BllilU. 

JOHN KING, Warden. 


