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THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL SESSIONAL COMMITTEE GOVERNMENT
ADMINISTRATION A MET AT THE GRANGE, CAMPBELL TOWN, TASMANIA ON
TUESDAY 22 NOVEMBER 2016.

INQUIRY INTOWILD FALLOW DEER POPULATION

Mr ANDREW WINWOOD, PRESIDENT, CHARLTON HUNTERS CLUB, WAS CALLED,
MADE THE STATUTORY DECLARATION AND WAS EXAMINED.

CHAIR (Mr Armstrong) - Welcome to the public hearings ¢he Government
Administration A Committee Inquiry into the Wild kav Deer Population in Tasmania. All
evidence taken at this hearing is protected byigradntary privilege. | remind you that any
comments you make outside the hearing may not feedafl such privileges. A copy of the
information for witnesses is available. If you kawot read it and are not aware of the process,
the evidence you give is being recorded antiamsard version will be published on the
committee website when it becomes available. By @fantroduction, | advise the procedure we
intend to follow today is as follows. You will rovided with the opportunity to speak to your
submission, if you would like. Following that, tbemmittee will address questions to you. We
are seeking information specifically relating tceetvild fallow deer population in Tasmania.
Would you like to make an opening statement, An@ew

Mr WINWOOD - | have been president of the Charlton Hunters@du 20 years. | thank
the committee for taking the time to read the sw@sion from the Charlton Hunters Club and for
giving me the time to speak today. | have readtrabthe submissions and | agree with most of
them. Most of the deer in Tasmania need to be gexhan some way or other. The only thing |
think we differ on is the way these deer are gam@ge managed. Some people think helicopter
shooters from New Zealand are good; some peopi& #080 poison is good; some people think
deregulation is good. Deregulation is not a fofrmanagement, it is a form of not managing the
deer. Part of what we should look to get out ef tlext couple of days here and in Hobart is that
most hunting and farming groups don't agree wittegigation. They don't agree with people
throwing deer into a ring and saying it is openr&aon deer.

The system we currently have in Tasmania is nokdsto We have a good system of deer
management through the Game Management Servicés Oaor game management plans are set
up to suit properties in how they want their deebé handled. Through a permitting system and
the seasons, deer can be managed for farmers mah&s If he wants to have a lot of deer, he
can have a lot of deer. If he wants fewer deecareapply for permits and reduce the numbers.
The system as to how we manage them is not brok&e. ask, who is managing the deer in
Tasmania? The deer in Tasmania are always goitig tmanaged by the people who have an
interest in them. No matter who comes to the tdbleive evidence today, they can find
supporting evidence to prove their point. Whetlhés needing helicopters in national parks to
take out the deer because recreational hunterst vdon'the job, laying 1080 poison or
deregulation, everybody will find something to saggheir argument.

Our argument is that we have been operating on l@harwhich is more than
10 000 hectares of prime farming land in the Mid&en We have a reasonable population of
fallow deer. We reduced that from a large popatasome 20-odd years ago with the help of the
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Game Management Services Unit. We set up a gamageaent plan with the property owners.
We discussed with the farmers what they wantedetamgt of it and then we brought to the table
what the hunters wanted to get out of it. Whenfing started, the value of fallow deer to the
property owner was low because there was a bidbgapeen the returns versus what the property
owner got out of the deer. What Charlton HuntelsbGldid was reorganise ourselves as a
self-managed group that would go to the propertynewand offer reimbursement for the
privilege to hunt. We would pay for that, and &turn they would carry an agreed amount of
deer.

The way we did that was by encouraging the guystgest above what they would normally
harvest in all wildlife, whether it be wallaby cogsum. Previously Charlton was seen as a bit of
a backdoor entry to some of the other propertieghm area that had good quality deer
populations. Through that Charlton became a ptgghat was mismanaged until we set up our
game management hunting plan and started to oeghorsers.

The outcome is that we have a low to moderate wle®ber because the shooters were given
the task to bring the deer into an agreed numbtér the property. We increased the funds so that
the compensation back to the farmer was much bettée now pay four times what we were
paying 20 years ago to make it a worthwhile projpmsias a business for the property so they
could run deer as well as their other farming gnises.

For us as recreational hunters | do not think veethe enemy. | believe we are part of the
solution. In some cases when it comes to some afethe press and the media, we can be seen
to have a discoloured neck, but all shooters atelik@ that. We have a very well-organised
group that operate how the property owners warib ugperate. We keep the deer numbers to a
level that are sustainable and also all the oth@w$&ing wildlife on the farm.

We talk about deer moving into the World Heritage#@&and what that means for Tasmania.
Most hunters agree that if deer are moving int@arehere they are not meant to be, we are the
solution. We are not a roadblock to stopping fhan happening. | do not believe bringing in
overseas hunters with helicopters is the answere oMy have to look at history and what
happened in New South Wales that should nevergmated. | do not know if anybody is aware
of what happened when we brought New Zealand hsimewith helicopters to cull the brumbies
in the New South Wales national parks, but whaigiheernment allowed to happen in New South
Wales national parks was an absolute disgrace ahdpé Tasmania would never get that
publicity. They were finding that with these sdled professional shooters who came in with
helicopters and promised Parks and Wildlife humemiés of the deer in those national parks,
10 days after the cull had finished they were iagyin wounded mares and horses that had
wounds to their bodies and were never going toigeirand were going to die a slow death.
These were professional shooters who were flowm iroNew Zealand at government expense.

In the time | have stalked in some of the natigraaks in Victoria you can get quite close to
these brumbies. There are other methods that ¢t@we been used to do that, but the government
chose what they thought was an acceptable option.

| would hate to see Tasmania go down the same patBpme submissions have suggested,
by deregulation. | do not think that is an answéfe already have the answer. We have worked
for the last 20 years with the Game Managementi&\Jnit. If we were to empower that unit
to be able to govern how deer are harvested aatetten Tasmania, it would be a much better
outcome.
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We look at commercialisation and the fact some [gespuld like to see wild deer harvested
in the field for the supermarket or restauranteérad Tasmania. | look at all the work the deer
hunters do and all the hunting groups. We sittattdwith the TFGA, local government and with
our local farmers, yet we have people wanting k& tsomething that is wild and turn it into a
commercial operation when they have started atwttoeng end. Our Meat Hygiene Act won't
even allow us to harvest deer in the wild or take B market somewhere. A lot of work needs to
be done. People are calling for deregulation onroercialisation and we have not even done the
background work that we have done over the lagte20s for game management.

Credit has to be paid to the people who have fatleer to where they are now. If we have
properties that are overpopulated with deer antiave recreational hunters, our club has offered,
via the TFGA, to send registered, licensed huntets other farms that need additional hunters
for short periods, so farmers cannot say thereisaatess to good, reliable recreational hunters.
They are there.

This year they increased the tags available tonéied hunters. There was an extra 1500
female deer harvested this year by recreationakehnsinbecause they made additional tags
available. A commercial operation is not going te as successful as giving the tags to
recreational hunters. Recreational hunters willtli® job if given the opportunity. They have
proven that over the last 12 months where they wenork and harvested the extra 1500 deer on
about 4500 licences last year in Tasmania. At #5680 people took the opportunity to use their
additional tags. There are recreational huntetshmre who will bring the deer population under
control in areas where it is necessary.

We have a very successful balloting system alsdoguthe game services unit that works in
some of the highland areas where Forestry has @i¢oesecreational hunting. The balloting
system allows for management of these areas.lolvslhunters in who are responsible, reliable,
who will operate within the law and do the righinp That is a good system.

Deregulation would throw that system away and tuback to where we were 10 or 15 years
ago where everybody was climbing all over themselvBolice were continually called to these
Forestry areas because of disputes over wheregeopld camp, hunt and light campfires. We
have taken all that away from those areas and niede pleasurable area to hunt. If you talk to
the Forestry guys who manage that with the Gameagkament Services Unit, they would
support that there has been a massive improvemehai area in hunting ethics and the way the
hunters operate through a balloting system. Tisatam option to deregulation because
deregulation will turn us way back to where we @b want to be.

| have lived in Tasmania all my life. | have huhte Canada, Victoria and New South
Wales, and Tasmania is unique. We have sometluraiher state can offer. We have very well-
managed fallow deer. In some areas some peoplet 58y they have traffic trouble getting up
the highway because of all the fallow deer thattaere. | drove all the way from Devonport
today and | did not see a deer. No matter whasttkyou, they will find evidence to support
what they want to support, whether it be too maagrahere so let's poison them, shoot them
from helicopters, or commercialise them so we camthem through an abattoir. There is a lot of
other work that has to be done before that can lesygpen.

The recreational hunters are out there now doirgjthh and the Government should be
supporting them. We have something like 172 priggerin Tasmania that currently operate
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under a Game Management Services Unit game managetan. There are not too many
people | have seen put submissions in that aredaeti today. These 172 properties represent
3500 Tasmanian hunters. Whilst we might get a Isoapsubmissions that suggest deregulation,
commercialisation or eradication are options, hkhihe silent majority is sitting back expecting
the right thing will be done. We have been doimg ight thing now for in excess of 30 years. |
do not know that changing anything wholesale isngdo fix the problem. Working with the
people can fix the problem. Recreational huntezgatting their hand up to fix the problem, and

| think that is the option we should be looking at.

Mr WINWOOD - Through some of my lobbying and meetings, | ary\passionate about
ongoing support for recreational hunters and fdtofa deer in Tasmania, we have met
extensively with TFGA and | have met some of thepie on the committee today. You
understand where | come from. Recreational owas¥sever going to be the enemy, and they
will always support change. We found that throogh clubs and through the TDAC, the TFGA
that were out there looking to be part of the sotut We do not want to be left behind by change,
deregulation or commercialisation.

We have some agreements with some other groupswiiahot support deregulation or
commercialisation. We have had extensive meetmitfs TFGA - we have had support from
their group - they do not see that as an optidreeit Our recreational planning group on Charlton
turned that property around in less than 10 yednsthe past 10 years we have had excellent
hunting and good quality deer in low numbers tmatsaistainable for the property owners. Thank
you.

CHAIR - Thank you, Andrew. Do you believe that the dempulation is exploding or -
Mr WINWOOD - No.
CHAIR - You do not?

Mr WINWOOD - No, but in saying no, any unmanaged populatidhiacrease. In our
experience at Charlton over the last 30 years nwinefirst started with our hunting club, we had
to force hunters to shoot does. We had a respgnilation of female deer of somewhere around
1500 to 2500. When we set up our game managenamt\pe sat down with property owners
and asked, 'What are the numbers that you wouldtbksee on your farm in exchange for us
having year-round access to hunt?' They said wWare 350.'

Within two years, we had reduced that populati@mfr2500 to the 350 required. We have,
not through poisoning, commercialisation, any @fttbort of stuff, we did it through recreational
hunters given access to permits. The current pingnisystem now is extending out to a
12-month permit. Any farmer that has an issue dRr can get access to 12-month permits to
control their problem.

If we change everything to suit some farmers witdrpopulation, | think we have missed the
boat on that opportunity. Generations of huntgenerations of families - when | go hunting my
whole family goes, it is not something that | dored. We have accommodation on the farm and
a lot of guys in our hunting club bring their fard along. Sometimes they do not hunt, they fish
or we do working bees, all that sort of stuff.islimore a family hunting environment we are used
to. That is what game management plans lean tewasdstainable ongoing hunting for
generations to come.
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To answer your question, | do not think our popatathas exploded as a whole. In some
areas where we have escapees from deer farmslillelgases by people wanting to establish
deer in areas, | think you will find deer are cogp in those pockets now. There are pockets
around Scottsdale, on some of the islands, anth@madrth-west coast. These are not exploding
from the base population of deer currently in #@inisa, through the midlands of Tasmania. They
are not exploding from here. There is no bus tteay charter to move to the north-west coast.
These deer have been transported there. Thig annexplosion of wildlife.

MrsHISCUTT - Andrew, thank you for taking the day off to codmwvn here. You said the
system is not broken as far as you can see. Ddhiok there is room for improvement to cull
the numbers? If so, do you think the increased@eavould be better, and bag tags, bag limits?
Would you like to comment on that?

Mr WINWOOD - Yes. As the president of the Charlton HuntehsbClI also sit on the
TEOC[?]. We meet with the minister on a regulasiband we talk about this every year. We
talk about increasing the length of season to giwerecreational hunters additional access to
hunting hours. We are also firm supporters of il licence tags, but we also support
farmers' ability to get crop protection tags indb@reas where they need to protect their crops.

Mrs HISCUTT - That leads onto my next question. You said fhamers want their
population culled to a certain limit. Why wouldyafarmer want any on their property?

Mr WINWOOD - Good question. Deer are always going to beumaoea. Unless they are
totally eradicated, deer are always going to beethe

The options our property owner has taken is thateifare going to support a population of
deer, they support it being commercially viabletfogir farm. What we have done is set up a plan
that supports the property owner. Our plan sugpie property owner's needs in reducing deer
to a number that is acceptable to their farm. Tieye also increased the rate we pay for access
to their property to compensate them for time &gl the effort that goes into those deer.

We sat down as a committee with the property owaas discussed what they thought the
deer were costing them and what they needed toveedo compensate property owners for
carrying that amount of deer.

Mrs HISCUTT - Can you give us a rough idea of what you, asuatdr, do to help the
farmer? What do you do while you are there?

Mr WINWOOD - In our situation, | run the hunting club, evéiyig comes through the
club. We have a self-managed group that is ruma lspmmittee. That committee is elected to
represent the different areas on the farm. Evetylibat wants to hunt on Charlton will contact
me. Once a week, | fax off a list to the propertyners of who is on the property. We have a
register at the gate, so everybody signs in anassigit the time that they go in, the things they
have harvested - whatever they are harvesting -

MrsHISCUTT - What do you harvest to help the farmer, besebr

Mr WINWOOD - We harvest possum and wallaby under our licersoes under crop
protection. So any grazing animals we are askelbto
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MrsHISCUTT - | have heard things like you need to do a bifteoicing from time to time.
Does that happen? Do you do that sort of maintsefan

Mr WINWOOD - Not so much on our property but | know other tmg groups that do
exchange fencing for hunting access. We do aflobadworks on our property. We have had
working bees to cut firewood for the shacks and ésterads on the property.

MrsHISCUTT - They are the tasks you do for the farmer totlenyou to hunt there?

Mr WINWOOD - Yes. We have also renovated a house that beltmghe farm for our
hunters and their families to use. It was a rumsgladerelict house and we have a lot of builders,
painters and plasterers in our club that come atongorking bees. We also built a coolroom
facilities and a wash down facility. When the gingsvest their animals we can cool down the
temperature so the game meat they harvest doesishp

Mrs HISCUTT - You mentioned that the Meat Hygiene Act woul@ehéo be amended to
compensate for wild harvest deer. Do you think tha good idea? Would you like to expand
further on that? You are saying that because dha&ndment needs to take place this can't
happen, or are you saying you don't want wild hsirt@ happen?

Mr WINWOOD - Some of each for us. We have registered desrsfan Tasmania that
have very strict hygiene laws on how they have gerate and how they have to harvest their
meat. | don't think field harvest supports that.

If I go to a restaurant with my wife and | wantttoy a nice piece of venison, | want to know
it hasn't been shot in the field, hung on the bafck ute and carted around for an hour before it
made its way to a coolroom. If | buy venison irsif@nia from registered abattoirs, and | know
the meat has been looked after properly - as | @xpéh my beef, my lamb and my pork - |
shouldn't expect anything else for the venisort iatn my family.

Some experiences | have had on properties thattldruthe mainland where they do harvest
some of the deer that is imported to Tasmania -tmat they are a bad business - but if | knew
where that meat was being sold, | wouldn't purchiase

One night we were hunting on a property in Soutlstfalia where some of this meat was
being harvested and | stopped the commercial hi@wvespulled over on the side of the road and
he had about 12 deer hanging around the side dbarswheel drive. He was making his way
back to his coolroom. I think the Meat Hygiene Aays it has to be cooled to temperature within
about 30 minutes. | sat and talked to him on ide sf the road for 15 minutes with his ute
running. He had already harvested the 12 deeh@back of his ute.

Field-harvested deer, deer and venison for ourlfatoieat has to be all about regulation.
The only way to protect our deer and the consun®t® make sure the regulations are not
eroded. We need to make sure our Meat HygiengsAgpheld. There are a lot of things that
need to go into training the harvesters and settntacilities that can take deer from the field an
make it fit for human consumption.

Mr MULDER - How do you work out what an ideal stocking regdor an area? These
things go across both government and private laddw do you work out an ideal rate? You
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might only want so many per hectare of your land,ibyour neighbour has three times that, it is
not manageabile, is it? Is an approach forwardkondhat a reasonable stocking rate is across an
area of land?

Mr WINWOOD - Yes. What the property owners have done in oea,ahey tend to talk -
we are unique through the Ross Valley in that awperty owners talk to each other. Alan
Cameron will quite often pull up at the neighbogrjproperty and the first topic of conversation
is, 'What deer permits have you got? What are ger numbers? Are they on our boundary?
Are the deer numbers at the right level? Do welrte&lo some more shooting?'

That information comes back to the club and we gell a message, 'In this area we need to
harvestx amount of deer'. With communication and a mangged these deer numbers can be
controlled. If our neighbour has an overstock @émdand they start floating onto our property, we
will increase our tags and our harvest on our sidthe fence. We are not only harvesting our
deer, we can be harvesting deer that frequentgibeuring property.

Mr MULDER - | am wondering if there is an appropriate stogkiate where things such as
environmental damage are maintained and manadeet than getting out of control?

Mr WINWOOD - Your management tools are there within the Gana@agement Services
Unit. They have qualified people who can do caumti they can estimate head counts and the
damage but, in opposition to that, deregulatioritcaanage any of that.

Mr MULDER - | wasn't going there. | was going for heightmegulation, but on an
evidence base.

Mr WINWOOD - We support that. Our club is all about recomisdence and what we've
been able to achieve over the last 30 years.

Mr MULDER - Are we suggesting the Game Management Servigas dhould start
looking at benchmarks as to what is an approppeafailation per region or area? Is that a way to
go? Then you can manage within that.

Mr WINWOOD - We would be happy to discuss that and support it.

Ms RATTRAY - Thank you, Andrew, you are well prepared andwkrnyour topic. | am
interested in your journey. You said in your sussion your club started with 183 members and
now you're down to 80, and the return to the lantwis considerably more, from $6000 to
around $30 000. Was that due to the fact it tdpfecost to participate in deer hunting, or was it
that you, as a club, found you had too many peoplaf interested in where the other shooters
went. Have they gone elsewhere, or are peoplaskéen?

Mr WINWOOD - When we first started we had approximately 186nimers. They were
guys who wanted one day's hunting a year, as odpmsthe hardened guys who want to hunt
every single day.

We had 20 or so people when we first formed thé eltno were evicted in the first year.
They were guys who were using Charlton as accesshier properties that bounded Charlton.
When we first started game management at Charl®mwere overpopulated with female deer,
which meant the quality of our stags was very pddunters tend to go where the better quality
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deer are and you cannot get that with an overptipala That is why recreational hunters on the
whole support the reduction of deer, because tivasgus better quality deer to hunt. That is
what recreational hunters and the Game Managenahtéh provide.

The reason we moved the cost is because we wamssttre the hunting rights to the whole
property. We wanted to make sure this was an oggioing-term venture not only for us but for
the property owners. We did not want property awre be saying the deer was costing them
$10 000 to have every year and they were only rgeti6000 back. We went back to our
members and | have some information here from somthe surveys that have been done.
Hunters are prepared not only to give up hourdilnds to access good quality hunting. What we
found on Charlton was that when we had 183 membersiad to force guys with penalties to
come hunting, and now we are now down to 83 we havarn them away. We would have a
waiting list of hundreds of hunters within Tasmawiao would love to get the opportunity to hunt
at Charlton.

We carry probably one-quarter of the deer we usedatry but we offer a good-quality
family environment to hunt on a very good propéhigt has extremely good property owners who
support what we are doing. They get a return éutt and we try to make that as little effort for
the property owners as we can. The idea of it twavake it long term for our families so this
was an ongoing enterprise.

MsRATTRAY - Itis as much as anything a business propositiothe landowner.
Mr WINWOOD - Yes.

Ms RATTRAY - You mentioned your club had offered its servite®ther properties that
may not have the same set-up you have. Did antakest up?

Mr WINWOOD - No.
MsRATTRAY - So word went around but nobody said, 'We willdna0 of your guys'?

Mr WINWOOD - Property owners, from my experience, get a groupeople they trust.
You are bringing somebody into your backyard witledrms, dogs and fall guys. Part of our
journey in our club was all about gaining the trabthe Cameron family that we were always
going to be honest and fair and were going to stppeir business enterprise. That was farming.

In the first instance, our hunting club will supptre farm before we support out deer. If a
property owner tells us they need deer harvestintpat area, regardless of what we think as a
club, the property owner is always right and iaiibusiness for them to run their farm, not to run
deer, so we try to run the deer on that farm aparate business that does not interfere with their
main stream of income.

Ms RATTRAY - | was going to ask why you weren't keen to $eedeer that is harvested
used in a commercial sense, but you answered thaberefor Montgomery's question very well
in regard to that.

Mr GAFFNEY - Interestingly enough, Victoria is also undertakan inquiry into it.

MsRATTRAY - Following us?
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Mr GAFFNEY - No, ahead of us. Using the numbers from 2089 #aid there were 38 000
deer shot and killed but in 2015 there were ove®(U deer, which indicates a huge increase
either in the shooting capacity or the problemsdeér populations. Whilst we have areas in
Tasmania that are well managed and doing very Wedke are other areas in Tasmania that do
not have that. How do you solve the conundrumesrdn areas that will continue to breed and
populate?

Mr WINWOOD - To answer the question on how the harvest isngyyou also have to put
that in context with the licence sales that arewyng out of control in Victoria. In Victoria your
licence sales are going at a flat-out rate. Tlee2more people out there now and similar to
Tasmania, there are more people every year optitgiit and gather their food rather than go to
the supermarket. Our rates of licence increasd@agmania are growing every year and the data
the Government has access to will show the numbgrdicensed hunters are continuing to
increase. A lot of that has to do with the incee@s population. People see the increase in
population of deer is an opportunity for them tovhhuThe increase in harvest comes around by
the Game Management Unit and the Government agyéeiadditional crop protection tags.

Victoria is very different to Tasmania because najsthe hunting is done in state forest or
national parks, which is extreme country. Foranse, the Snowy River National Park has a very
high population of wild deer but there is no hugtialowed there. All the areas around these
national parks have a very high harvest rate becatithe deer that move out of the national park
to feed on farmland.

Mr GAFFNEY - | heard what you said about human consumptiohthzre is a push for pet
consumption, using it as a pet food. Do you havegnion on that?

Mr WINWOOD - As a deer hunter, | cannot understand how wddviake an animal such
as a deer and use it for dog or cat food. Fromhamyest there is an element of waste. Out of our
cattle, beef and pork there is always a certainuarhof waste that comes out of our abattoirs. To
just target wild deer in Tasmania for the pet fawtlstry would be a dead-set waste of a resource
that we have proven can be managed for farmersey Would never get the return from a pet
food industry that they can get from recreationaitlrs for a well-managed herd of deer.

We are returning $30 000 to a farm for our accesss, there is a huge cost for the farm but
we return $30 000. | suggest there would be ndqmet company that would pay $1000 a head
for deer for pet food. When we break down our £€@& opposed to what we harvest on our
licences, the cost is $600 to $700 per animala et food abattoir going to pay that? No, they
are not. When deer have been taken from the vefdrb, if we go back to the trapping of wild
fallow deer, there was a royalty paid to the gowent and that money was put into support for
part of the Game Management Unit and the like now.

Would a pet food industry be able to pay somebodga out in the field and harvest deer?
Would they be able to support abattoirs and they gither the government or the property
owners for access and then make money out of met?fol do not think that would be case.
When operators have proven over the years thatdaegot harvest within the law to maintain
their number, they will harvest outside the law.ont® harvesters in Tasmania have been
prosecuted for doing that. If you make somethingable, people will operate outside the law to
make it viable for themselves.
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Mr GAFFNEY - My dad is a hunter, not of deer, but we havessdd ?? 10:54:24]. Over
the last 20 to 30 years you may have seen oneeseey four or five trips and now you will see
herds of deer in that area. Do you regard a dearpest or a resource? If you link them with the
wallaby, possum or rabbit, they are seen as p#&gtgat do you see deer as?

Mr WINWOOD - As an introduced species myself -
Laughter.

Mr WINWOOD - You might say | am a rabbit but we are all idwoed, and | do not think
fallow deer are something we should take this opmay to waste. They are a resource that
needs to be managed and used for everybody.

Mr FARRELL - In regard to 1080 poisoning, from your pointvidw how widespread is
that? Why is it being used? Why aren't all desngy hunted, from a hunter's point of view?

Mr WINWOOD - Through the midlands area - and Alan Cameron evbel able to support
this - in the last 30 years, even though deer arexploding population if you listen to the press,
the use of 1080 has been non-existent on our gsoperd we are in the heart of deer country.
The Ross Valley houses some of the largest popuaktnd some of the largest properties in the
midlands and we don't use 1080 poison. We useaBonal hunters to support what the property
needs to do when harvesting browsing wildlife - thiee it be deer, wallaby or possum.

Mr FARRELL - How many other areas are using 1080 over hurtiagyou are aware of?
Is it in certain areas of Tasmania?

Mr WINWOOD - Farmers | talk to on the north-west coast andehsorts of areas tend to
lean towards 1080 poison because they can't ateactational hunters. | am sure through the
midlands, if you removed fallow deer, the want fonting in that area would reduce. | travel
two-and-a-half hours now to hunt but if we weretéde fallow deer away, other than the
relationships, | can hunt wallaby 30 minutes froomie. Why would | spend all that resource?
The only attraction to get us to control browsinigdiife in that area is the relationship with the
property owners and our ability once a year to laumt stalk for trophy fallow.

Mr FARRELL - As a group, how would hunters make that extsauece available? What
steps would you have to go through to reduce 1G#8oping and get more hunting in those
areas?

Mr WINWOOD - Via the TFGA we have offered our hunting group anganised hunts for
other properties but we have never been successfdbing that. | have some quite good
marksmen in our club, as opposed to helicopter telh®owho | am sure would be much more
efficient at going into targeted areas and suppgrthat without the use of 1080. There are
hunters and marksmen within hunting groups in Tasanwho could do what is needed in those
areas.

Mr FARRELL - What's the main inhibitor of that happeningle thoment? Is it just the
relationship with landowners or government policy?

Mr WINWOOD - With some of the national parks and highland ¢gum Tasmania we
have no access. We are working on access foratgmnal hunters to some of these areas now via
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government groups. It would be great to see com@fothis hearing that we could empower our
Game Management Unit with a directive and some nsopgort to look for ways rather than
going back to pulling our frocks over our heads aaying, 'Let's deregulate and poison and the
like'. For a little bit of effort we can make som@und in this area.

CHAIR - Thank you, Andrew, it has been a very comprekrersubmission. | believe you
have some handouts for us.

Mr WINWOOD - Because I'm the first one today | thought you Midwave forgotten most
of the things | had to say by the end of the day| ptted a few notes down for each of you.
There is a bit in there about the brumbies andréty important you read about what happened
with the brumbies in a national park.

THE WITNESSWITHDREW.
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Mr GEORGE GATENBY WAS CALLED, MADE THE STATUTORY DECLARATION
AND WAS EXAMINED.

CHAIR - George, welcome to the public hearing of the @opment Administration A
Committee inquiry into the wild deer populationTiasmania. All evidence taken in this hearing
is protected by parliamentary privilege. | remyaml that any comments you make outside the
hearing may not be afforded such privilege. A copyhe information for witnesses is available
if you have not read it or are not aware of thecpss. The evidence you present is being
recorded, and thBlansard version will be published on the committee websiteen it becomes
available.

By way of introduction, | advise that the procedure intend to follow today is that firstly
you will be provided with the opportunity to spe#k your submission if you want to and
following that, the committee will address quessioto you. We are seeking information
specifically relating to the wild fallow deer poptibn in Tasmania. Would you like to address
the committee?

Mr GATENBY - Yes. | am a landowner between Campbell Town @ressy. We farm
2400 hectares, so it is a little smaller than theperty the previous witness discussed. We have
39 registered hunters across the three differeopgrties we have. As a method of liability
control and protection for ourselves, we ensurg e all insured through the ADA because
liability for landowners is a big issue, certaimiyth guns. We also provide hunters the ability to
cut firewood on our property. They pay a small feeour case $120 per year, and they can take
as much firewood as they like. That $120 goes tdsveny firewood as a landowner, so | can pay
someone else to cut wood for me to save me a job.

| put a submission in and | would like to highligirie or two points on that. We shot 100
deer in the last year on our property. This ye&s 250. The reason for that is we have seen the
numbers increase exponentially in the last thresrsyeor whatever reason, and as a result we
have asked our registered hunters to increasekifisiand get more permits to control that. It is
not just deer; we have also increased our takegabby, et cetera. What that means to me as a
landowner is the equivalent of $50 000 to $70 080ygar in lost income for grazing stock. To
me, that means a $1 million to a $1.5 million iestrpayment on a loan, so it is a sizeable amount
of money.

| see myself as a medium-sized landowner with ddigj fallow deer population problem. |
would like to answer some of the questions thaevesked of the previous bloke around stocking
rate. Deer do not stay on my property. | haveairidown the road and was three properties
away, and the only reason | knew they were the sawmie is that they had a white deer in the
mob, and by the time | was in my paddock an houwt @ralf later, that mob of 20 deer were
going across my paddocks into the next farm, sbwvilaa traversing probably about 12 kilometres
going across four to five properties.

MsRATTRAY - Just in the one day?

Mr GATENBY - In a three-hour period. That is another reagmm would not see much
1080 poisoning in Tasmania, because we underskatgéeople shoot these animals, and if they
have 1080 in them, you don't want to be consumiteg tneat. That is probably one of the
reasons that 1080 is not used very often. It waesl lbback when the Forestry plantations were
being established to control deer. At that timeggde weren't very aware of what was going on.
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Not all farms charge large amounts for accessdiute same time, | would have 50 people
request access to my property per year, closea@aomeek, either in writing, by phone or face to
face.

| think pet food is a great idea, because if youeha 40 kilo carcass at $2 to $3 a kilo sold to
a pet meat processor, that would be a perfect méokea bloke in South Australia if they are
looking for that. It is better than feeding yolnespdogs wheat and other materials made up of
sheep.

It is not just the grazing impact that we have aom properties or the crop damage that we
see. It is the fence damage. Last year we haig) a@rbught and we saw significant pasture
damage, as in it looked like a mob of 200 to 40€ephrunning around in circles as they were
going through the rut, et cetera. There is sigaift damage on a dollar basis. The thing is we
can't put a dollar value on it, it is all anecdptalestimation and explicit cost and we look at it
that way.

We talk about increasing numbers of hunters. Tsei@ with shooting is you have a
restricted amount of ground per property. The nemdf hunters is probably restricted to the
number of people who don't tread on each othee's &md get in each other's way and scare off
deer. This year, | have decreased the number wofetsion my property to allow for more
animals to be shot. That gives me the ability aatml my hunting and vermin control. It is
easier with less people and allows them greatgibiléy to get around the property and not stop
on each other's toes.

One big point | want to raise is when | look at elfisl am one vote, one person. | have 39
registered ADA hunters on my property. As an gnt8DA has a larger vote than myself, a
larger footprint. If | put my hand up and say tbaer are a pest, they are introduced and they cost
me money, but if my 39 hunters vote with their um@y organisation then | know who is going to
win the argument.

The TFGA are representatives of the landownersyHave been great in the last 24 months
in liaising with the DPI and increasing our ability get access to male deer tags through this
period - through the essential cropping period eascrops come to maturity. | couldn't put a
value on it. We have been able to scare deerwficmops and have the ability to control those
wandering large distances to the irrigated grownihd the drought.

The DPI's role, | assume, is to manage sustaitabilithe environment. The current system
that we have in place is a game management plas.a landowner, liaising with DPI to get
permits works really well. It is why they haveXikility and the ability to get us tags to shoot
these animals, or at least scare them off or hbttgmes together. You are not going to shoot
every deer you see. You shoot one; the next oas gff onto the next property and gets off your

property.

The last thing in my submission was around CrowrdJaneighbours and forestry. As we
have seen over the last 10 to 20 years, the lapddeas changed. There are a lot of forestry
plantations, they have changed hands, they have dreder liquidation and they are now under
managed companies, which is terrific. Unfortungtéhese companies don't have management
plans for shooting fallow deer so these populatamsbuilding up. On Crown land there is very
limited ability for hunters to gain access to tigabund, and then who is managing it? | don't
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know if there is a system in place to control thBecause we have a large property that borders
Crown land and managed plantations, we are corlyngeeiting pressure from those points.

Mr GAFFNEY - Thanks, George. | often travel the PanshangadRrom Campbell Town
through to Longford, because it is a nice drive. 780 the other morning, travelling home, | saw
four deer out in the paddock down the road. |waaterstand the problem.

The thing about your submission, which | found tdelibit different, you raised the topic
about neighbours' responsibility, whether it is v@anoor private. Could you expand on that a bit
further? Not many submissions went into that aaed, yours has. There are issues with that.

How do you work with your neighbours here?

Mr GATENBY - To lead off from what the previous withess spakeut, he spoke about
neighbours talking to each other. Very anecdatldrmation we talk, no doubt - we talk about
everything. Deer numbers is one of the issuesalkeabout, how many are you shooting, what
are you seeing but, once again, it is anecdotak What your hunters are seeing, it is what time
of the day you go out there - we are not out tlaneight. We are only there during the daylight
hours.

| might have a blanket ban on deer. | don't wanéde a deer running around at my place,
which we still do. The neighbour might not havey ahooters on their place and another
neighbour may have a limit of 50 tags but they rmitgwve a larger intensity of deer. It all comes
down to different motivations, different propertyandowners, their different ideas of
sustainability, or their financial or business goatl that time.

Ultimately, private landowners are businessest beeiforest, the farmers, or the Crown, it is
there for a reason. There are all different moitves. We all have to co-exist, just like the
hunters. We all work together and we all compleheach other. At the same time, we do not
have a control or an idea of what the populationTiere is no-one taking accurate numbers. All
we are getting back is the death, kills or thertambers that come in. So many tags might go out
when people put registrations in, how many tagsrggetrned, and then we work out how many
deer are in the state. What are the monitoringhatit and which areas are the populations
pushing into?

The other issue is, if you have a forest and thaun lyave cropping ground next door - my
ground next to a forest plantation - the deer aiegyto hide in the forest and come out to the
cropping when you are not there. That is wherptiessure comes on. You cannot stop deer with
fencing. Itis too expensive.

Mr GAFFNEY - With the damage to boundary fences between piiepesuch as Crown
land, who is responsible for the boundary fenckssi? a co-owned responsibility?

Mr GATENBY - No, it is like roadsides, it is the landowné€Fhe rule is that you have to
restrain your own stock in your own ground. If yloave farmers that both have stock, then you
pay for it together. If you have Crown land, itusually always the farmer. Forest management,
private companies usually come to the party on@®0/5

Mr GAFFNEY - Do you think you would have a case against trew@ if you do not want
deer on your property and they have a forest theyat managing?
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Mr GATENBY - You said it, not me. Yes, of course.
Laughter.

Mr GATENBY - There is a case for a lot of things. | might #a council pays for half the
boundary road for the farm. When you have a highgaing through farm, the council should
pay 50 per cent of the maintenance cost, but rfte ahswer is, we are realistic it is not going to
happen. We want the ability for that ground on €ide to be controlled on that side.

Mr GAFFENEY - If it is a park, to protect your land, there slibbe for the shooters to
access that national park, or that park, for thex2le

Mr GATENBY - There are issues of control of shooters andihgntlt is a sport and it is a
controlled sport, people are carrying guns arowte cannot have my hunters jumping the fence
and going shooting over there. If it is controltacer there, yes.

Mr GAFFNEY - If it was controlled management of that land?

Mr GATENBY - That is a great idea. It is done in Victoridhey can hunt their native
reserves.

MrsHISCUTT - What do you see as the inhibitors for the Crdwm allowing people in
there? Why don't they do it already?

Mr GATENBY - Who is going to pay for the management of tHosaers?

Mrs HISCUTT - The Charlton Hunters Club manage themselves. y Wauldn't that
happen? What do you see are the inhibitors foromggnised club from saying we will do it?

Mr GATENBY - It would only be the image that Tasmania hasegdeup its Crown land to
hunters, and whether the hunters are responsiblee ADA has a great reputation and other
hunters clubs do as well, like my own. As long/as can control the right people there is a -

MrsHISCUTT - Itis not a native animal?

Mr GATENBY - No, | agree. You still have a lot of other tignyou can shoot. | agree,
Crown land should be shot, native reserves shoelghiot and they should be managed. Who is
going to pay for the management of that? Thapisouhe DPI and the governments to work out.
| encourage that.

The issue we see at the moment across, being hbaeigof these Crown lands, is the dark
element, the poachers, et cetera. They use thahdr That brings that element we do not want
in the area to start doing that. If it is managédnight push them back and push them out,
because something managed is better than being lédt its own thing.

MrsHISCUTT - In your submission, not being a deer hunter mhygeu said, under point 2
on permit, 'This was invaluable to us and | suppon future allocation of any sex deer during
seasonal trigger points.'.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL SELECT COMMITTEE A INQUIRY INTOWILD FALLOW
DEER POPULATION, CAMPBELL TOWN 22/11/2016 (GATENBY) 15



PUBLIC

Mr GATENBY - Was that point 2 or 3?

MrsHISCUTT - On the first page right at the bottom, the Vast sentence.
Mr GATENBY - Previously, we have not been able to access -
MrsHISCUTT - Can you explain what you mean by that sentence?

Mr GATENBY - Previously we have not been able to access dede tags out of season;
we have had a restriction on our deer season.

MrsHISCUTT - So that is what you mean - the stags?

Mr GATENBY - Any sex deer. All we have at the moment is dbdity to get male tags
and that from the TFGA and DPI working togethersaese of the population increases. There is
no ability to get doe tags, which is an animal aedfissue and the fact they are fawning at the
moment. What happens if the doe populations getnapstart travelling while they are fawning,
et cetera?

MrsHISCUTT - What is your answer to that?

Mr GATENBY - They only fawn for two months of the year. Theil finish in January.
They are going to have fawns afoot, they are ttienglgoing through crops, introducing their
offspring to the travel in my paddocks and my fence

MrsHISCUTT - So what is your answer?

Mr GATENBY - My answer is flexibility. We need to give fléxiity to the people who
allocate permits and the control, but you can'tehBi@xibility unless you know what you have.
The issue we have with what is if | ring up the @Rd say | had 94 deer on my property in a one-
hour period yesterday, they will give me some ta§emeone else could go in and say they had
two next door and another could say they had amé&)RI will ring me back and say, 'George,
there aren't many deer around, there are only 8@ele® each property, so you don't have enough
of a problem to give you tags'. If that restrioticomes back on us and we lose the control to
control these animals, we are going to be stuckhia hard position again where they are
travelling.

MrsHISCUTT - How can you prove that?

Mr GATENBY - At the moment it's through word of mouth, onstréor us. It is our game
management plan, it is our reputation.

MrsHISCUTT - That's fair enough.

Mr GATENBY - Yes, it works well.

Mr MULDER - It seems to me what we are trying to do is managopulation of deer
without actually knowing what it is. Then we ar@nyg into the situation of managing it or not

managing it on a property-by-property basis whefaat they are occupying regions at times. |
note you made some comment about stocking rateb@ndilly that is because they do not stick
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to a particular property. What | was trying to gfatough is we need to start managing this on a
regional basis, not on a property-by-property basis

Mr GATENBY - Yes. As Mr Gaffney mentioned before, he saw @deere he had not seen
them before, so they are moving to different assatheir population grows to look for food and
new habitat and that is an issue. They were intted and have become a pest because there is a
large number doing damage, like weeds, to our camaisour farms. It will be a different impact
probably for every farmer. If you are a farmer wdtocks their property lightly compared to
someone who is trying to drive the property as l@ard will go, you will have a different level -

Mr MULDER - Across a region, the more deer you have the maneage you have, so you
need to manage it on a regional basis rather thpmogerty basis.

Mr GATENBY - Yes, but the region is Tasmania.

Ms RATTRAY - George, you spoke fairly positively about a petustry for deer. Is that
something you have investigated a bit?

Mr GATENBY - A couple of businesses and people have apprdacteeto take meat.
They are commercially registered to be able todedr and wallaby meat to pet stores. | think it
is quite hard to get those licences. It was diffithis year when | tried to increase my hunters t
shoot more because they did not need the deerinftieezers as their freezers were full. My
feedback was to shoot them and put them in a h@dmat is a waste to shooters and hunters.
Anyone sitting in here would think that is a wasefemeat. To me, they are costing me on the
meat production of lamb and cattle and everythisg B my enterprise, so it is weighing it up.

| do not think we should restrict ourselves. luywant to make it an industry do so, but let's
get a bigger grasp and handle on it so we know lwhiay we are going. At the moment it is
about how many deer are out there. Some peopltheus into restaurants, some people can put
them into pet food and the rest of us just havgetoalong like everyone else.

MsRATTRAY - Or dig a big hole in the ground?

Mr GATENBY - Yes.

CHAIR - George, you said you tried to increase your sdrsdor the previous year?

Mr GATENBY - | decreased my shooters but they increased uh&er of animals they
shot. | asked them to shoot more and got them tage

CHAIR - So you got more tags but still had the same rmurabshooters?

Mr GATENBY - No, | had fewer shooters. I'm still trying tacrease my number of tags
and reduce the number of shooters.

MsRATTRAY - That's not easy.
Mr GATENBY - No, it's not.

CHAIR - Thank you, George. It is very much appreciated.
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THE WITNESSWITHDREW.
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Mr BRENDON JORDAN, PRESIDENT; ANDMr MICHAEL CASSIDY, CONNORVILLE
DEN GAME MANAGEMENT GROUP INC., WERE CALLED, MADE HE STATUTORY
DECLARATION AND WERE EXAMINED.

CHAIR - Welcome to the public hearing, gentlemen, of &owment Administration
Committee A inquiring into the wild fallow deer padption in Tasmania. All evidence taken in
this hearing is protected by parliamentary privéed remind you that any comments you make
outside the hearing may not be afforded such pgel A copy of the information for withesses
is available. If you have not read it or are nwaee of the process, the evidence you present is
being recorded and thdansard version will be published on the committee websitgen it
becomes available. | advise the procedure we dnterfollow today is that firstly, you will be
provided the opportunity to speak to your submissfoyou so desire. Following on from that,
the committee will address questions to you seekifaymation specifically relating to the wild
fallow deer population in Tasmania. Brendon, woytil like to give an overview of your
submission?

Mr JORDAN - | am president of the Connorville Den Game Mamnaget Group Inc. as of
six months ago, so | am fairly new to the situation

Ms RATTRAY - | bet you didn't know you were going to be dothgs when you took on
the job?

Mr JORDAN - No, | was in America when a lot of this was colegj so I've walked
straight back into it.

The property we shoot on is owned by Mr Roderickd@nor. It is called the Connorville
Den and is situated approximately 40 kilometregisai Cressy and consists of 4500 hectares.
Our group has an excellent relationship with thedtwvner. We are probably the opposite to
Charlton in that we pay a minimal property fee to mndowner in return for working bees and
road maintenance. He sees that as more encourageifigat is not disrespecting Charlton, but
his view is that over time he has weeded out tlupleehe doesn't want on his property. He now
has people who are 100 per cent there to managkaisand virtually work as another unit of his
property management.

Fallow deer have been in the Tasmanian landscapabfout 120 years in traditional areas
such as Ross, Cressy, the central highlands, thid-west coast, Huonville, Scottsdale and
Nunamara. | can point out a property at Nunamaaa just put in a deer fence which is going to
extrapolate the travel of deer into different are@ur group is not against non-traditional areas
being targeted for the control of wild deer popioias.

Our property owner gives us a set target - a leitslime as Charlton - where his economical
benefit is still viable for us to use his propefty wallaby, possum, rabbit, hare, duck, fishing,
woodcutting - totally recreational. We are a famatiented club with 50 members. In the last
two years we've had to increase our shooting cgphygi200 tags and a lot of this influence has
come through Forestry managing its 5000 acresattijains us.

MsRATTRAY - Or not.
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Mr JORDAN - It has worked in that it has eliminated our geacissues. We used to
continually have confrontations. We had membedt ah firearms pointed at - threatening their
lives. Forestry are, and it is a work in prograsd it is really only the last three years, oparati
this ballot system on the outside of our boundariie spin-off is it has increased our population
by 200. At one stage, on opening morning, thereewls80 shooters in on 5000 acres, which
became a major issue for Forestry, for safety amdrembers.

MrsHISCUTT - How many shooters?

Mr JORDAN - One hundred and eighty, Forestry said, on ogeniorning five years ago.
We had parties of up to 35. Can you imagine oneuofmembers telling somebody to get off the
property, over a poaching issue, when 35 blokéksdrbush confront you?

The recent implementation of the irrigation schersugh the midlands has exacerbated
the problem down through here. Like George satiBony has brushed on this, the trouble with
this is it is a regional thing because we have,eample, in these non-traditional areas, Joe
Bloggs with five hectares of grapes that the deerd@cimating, or five hectares of strawberries.
The bloke next door, in these Huonville and norésstacoast areas, legally cannot go in there and
shoot them anyway. We are up against the issueMd@annot physically go in there and shoot
them, because we are breaking the law by beindhein property. As a group, we are totally
supportive of any way of controlling these non-itiadal areas.

The crop protection permits on the property we mganawe have an honesty system there
where all data that we have collected in the 14s/@s& have been operating under this game
management group, every bit of data that we haveuomecord, which DPIPWE - Kate Gill and
Dave Leguis in Launceston have - is true.

We have to provide the tails of the deer when #reyshot, so that we know when we say to
the government department that we have shot 400 deahave definitely shot 400 deer in a
year - or 500, 600, whatever the property owneuests - the system at present is very flexible.
In the last, say, two years, the department hasraadess to tags a lot easier. For instancegl ran
up on Thursday. | picked up the tags at the mailhés morning and they were on the property
within four days. Going back three years ago, yamuld be sitting around waiting, twiddling
your thumbs for a fortnight. Property owners IMe Roderick O'Connor, George, and probably
every other farmer sitting behind me has had theesiasue. It is more flexible, but there is still
room for improvement on it, | believe. Whethelistmaking a five-year program, a two-year
program, | do not know.

| believe a five-year program is unworkable, witte tamount of bookwork and the tag
system, because at 38 cents a tag, | do not thielkdéepartment want to cough up five years'
worth, for every property. On our property alowe, are going to be asking for between 2000 and
3000 tags.

On the crop protection permit, it is all about mgeraent, the whole lot of it. It is different
for each farm. You are going to have one farmgmsgghe is happy to have 100 deer. | do not
know how we come up with a hectare basis or a negibasis. You are going to have the next
bloke who says he does not want any deer. YoudcoaVve three farmers that say they are not
interested.
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We come up against the same thing, that you caaocéss to certain areas. When the
forestry issue fell in a heap - we now have a 25 B€ctare block behind us that the ADA and
TDAC are trying to still get access to. They haeeess to limited numbers. That incorporates
Sorell, Woods Lake, Arthurs Lake, which were inuedaat certain periods of time, especially
when they start to irrigate the pastures. It igkable. Our system is very workable. Our
property owner is pretty happy with our outcomas,ibneeds to be a little bit more flexible with
some of the issues with the crop protection permits

At present, the female system is that on 30 Octabdemale tags become null and void. In
October, November, December, January, February,haffdvay into March, a farmer cannot
tackle any problems with his female deer. Thisryga had to get an exemption for an extra
fortnight because we had too many female deer.

The male deer permits have now gone to a 12 mgstern. We can shoot male deer pretty
much up until the regulated deer season for theational shooter.

Whilst it is a good system, it still needs to bidtke bit more flexible. There are a few issues,
to allow a little bit more. The main objective anembers see for their access to the property is
to shoot a male fallow deer under fair chase inddarTo alleviate the property owner's fencing,
roads - this year Mr Roderick O'Connor had a migmd, fire and two years of drought back to
back - and we have had the increase of numbers.nlimber one thing for our members is for a
fair chase, fair game system to stay in place.

If this system is to change and deregulate in totad club will fall apart, | can guarantee it.
Out of our 50 members we will probably have 20 whb turn up and still shoot, because the
majority of our shooters are mainly deer shootetsast year we shot 5780 vermin on this
property, for the privilege to try to shoot a trgpanimal over 200 Douglas Score. That is the
main objective of our members.

Another major issue for our system is, if it fadisart and is deregulated, the poaching issue is
going to go back to what it was in the 1970s an80%9 If you deregulate it, the only real law
anyone is going to have to prosecute is the treslgas At the moment, as | sit here, it is not
worth the paper it is written on. We continuallgt doetween six and 12 encroachments a year,
even with Forestry working closely by us, and thereo other access in there. We still continue
to get between six and 12 encroachments a yeachwdre all registered and liaised on with
forestry to try to curb poaching incidents.

Our club is set alone in its entity, wherein theolehclub is insured. It is insured through
SSAA but we are insured as our own club entitylat property.

On the back of what the gentleman said from Chayltbe financial benefit of taking wild
Tasmanian deer, | believe his figures are 100 pat correct. Anywhere from $600 to $1000
would have to be earned by the commercial operatiarutdo what we do as a club, at present.
Currently, on average, our members spend $3000eomim control outside the March deer
season, which means from our group, stand alormjt 150 000 goes back into the community.
| will pick three subjects; alcohol, petrol and geoes.

Mr GAFENEY - In that order?

Laughter.
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Mr JORDAN - | put it that because | thought | would get anooent. | will pick on those
three. That is $150 000 back into the communitiside the deer season. In the deer season,
over average, they spend between $1500 and $20@arich and they go and hunt a deer, which
equates to about $75 000 to $100 000 into the lwmwaimunity. | believe this will be cut in half,
if not more, if it is deregulated. Most of our mieen will then turn back to what one of the
gentlemen said previously, if you want to shootlbit, possum or wallaby, you can do that in
your own backyard at pretty much no cost.

The Connorville Den Game Management Group Ind.wthts a regulated Tasmanian deer
season.

CHAIR - Do you think poaching is not as bad now as & wdew years back?
Mr JORDAN - | can only talk about our district but it's defely not as bad in our district.

Mr CASSIDY - We have boom gates we have to go through nowtaaré is also the ballot.
To be in that area you have to have a reason thdrse and be in the ballot. If you're approached
by someone and you don't have your permit we hae@émes and the photos of the people now
- that has been put through in the last coupleeafy - so we basically know who is supposed to
be there and who isn't.

Mr JORDAN - The balloting system now is a work in progresthworestry but it is a lot
better than what we had three years ago, to toncWwhat Mick said. When you put in for the
ballot you are only allowed four hunters per gro@ne person has to be president, or whatever -
team leader. If that group gets an infringemelhtfoar get a five-year ban now from Forestry,
and have points deducted on their firearm licensesdt is a fair deterrent now for the genuine
hunter.

CHAIR - Can you tell me what the tags cost?

Mr JORDAN - Thirty eight cents.

CHAIR - | thought that was what you had said. Per tag?

Mr JORDAN - Yes. Roughly 15 000 were issued last year\stdte

Mr GAFFNEY - What happens if you find a poacher? Do you tadmes and contact the
police - what is supposed to happen?

Mr JORDAN - Most of our guys have a phone on them now an@éme®urage our guys to
try to get a photo. Then they notify the propertginager. Where we are is pretty remote, so he
has a remote phone. He contacts Forestry andoasasoForestry can get up there they will come
and investigate it. It is not a foolproof systeecause quite often we cannot get them. If we
cannot get them we will often ring the police atlth and he will come down because he is very
much anti-poacher.

It is still a work in progress. | do not mean tarfh on about it but we believe now that
Forestry have taken it this far and have takenrobgrthey should have a roster and do spot checks
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occasionally. Our guys have to abide by the lad that is the Forestry guys have weeded out
their poachers really.

Mr GAFFNEY - The second question pertains possibly to thdipuiere. A lot of the
management groups are on large tracts of lande largperties, and that is understandable.
Often, | suppose, that land is passed down fronemggion to generation, but there is a change
happening where that is not happening so much remause the next generation do not want to
look after that much property for lots of differeetasons. There are sections of land in between
large tracts of land that are being sold to diffiérenvironmental groups or whatever, so that
makes it difficult. | am not suggesting this ggygoing to sell but there is a threat later on that
you will not have that land available if there iglzange of ownership and the new owner has a
change of methodology or environmental will. Howed Tasmania manage its property in the
long term?

Mr CASSIDY - | guess that has happened a little bit with theirenmental groups who
have bought some properties - Jan Cameron - absveTiney are not allowed to shoot the
kangarooghere. As many wallabies as we shoot down thebytthey just keep coming in from
the top. They're not allowed to control them ugréhand we can't do much about that.

Mr JORDAN - Whatever the government does, | don't beliei®gbing to fix that issue.
Mr GAFFNEY - Your thoughts on pet food?

Mr JORDAN - In all honesty, | would rather see them usededsmeat than thrown in a pit
or burnt. I'm a hunter and | eat deer. My famiguld consume between 60-80 deer a year. I'm
lucky to have a cool room so | can shoot 10-15 deene hit and go home and process it through
the week at my leisure. Michael lives in Launcasaad he can take one or maybe two deer home
and process them. He doesn't have access to aocoool We have that leniency in our club that
we know some guys can shoot that number. | woaletho say | would rather see them used as
pet meat than burnt or put in a pit and buried beed just see that as a total waste.

Mr GAFFNEY - Most of the hunters don't want to waste food @nad's why they hunt, but
from a farmer's point of view, if his crops arergebverrun there is an issue for him too.

Mr JORDAN - | know of commercial harvesters. | manage amdargproperty of 5000 acres
on the east coast and we have game management theskily | have no deer, so | don't have a
poaching issue. We have a commercial shooter vamoes probably once or twice a year to
harvest wallaby and possums for Kelly. He has sxte properties right up the Fingal Valley
pretty much right to here. He has to shoot thethlaave them, and I think that is a waste.

MrsHISCUTT - You are the second person I've heard mentionilifeoriented'. Is that the
wife and kids?

Mr JORDAN - Wife and two sons.
MrsHISCUTT - So your boys are of the right age, | supposehéing out there with you?
Mr JORDAN - They can be out there at any age while they'teawying firearms.

MrsHISCUTT - So generally speaking, for the hunters, do ttie and kids go all the time?
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Mr JORDAN - No. In the designated deer season the wivekiasdwill come but most of
the time they stay at the shacks. As a club, ¢éveagh we only have 50 members and we have
11 000 acres or 4500 hectares to shoot on, thetoisnany for a safety issue. Some of our
shooters can't really hunt. They virtually sittire one spot for the day. Over time somebody
shoots one and then you start moving around thaepiyp

MrsHISCUTT - Do you have many lady hunters?

Mr JORDAN - Yes, we've got a few.

MrsHISCUTT - They'd be pretty good, wouldn't they?

Mr JORDAN - Yes.

MrsHISCUTT - You were talking about the small acreages omthréh-west coast and you
mentioned five hectares of grapes and strawbegtastera -

Mr JORDAN - With the five-hectare blocks, | see the issueeshere like Huonville, down
the Huon - the urban spread.

MrsHISCUTT - So they are passing through, but you did saycgatt hunt on there. Why?

Mr JORDAN - Too close to a house most of the time. Therdeier from Perth right
through to Hadspen. | used to shoot on a blocknbeHadspen where there used to be an old
game park. The deer constantly jump the fenceaatspen and get cleaned up at the bridge.
They are always travelling through there. We useshoot right along Eccleston Road. We were
in there doing vermin control for the month.

MrsHISCUTT - Can you see a safety answer to that?

Mr JORDAN - Not really. It's a bit like the question someoasked George about
recreational shooters in conservation areas.a Ibg like if somebody picked up a chainsaw and
walked into the conversation. That is the mentatitit there. They look at us shooters as
criminal-type elements. That is the perceptiomd fanyway, my personal view.

MrsHISCUTT - You talk about forestry areas. Are you talkaigput state-owned forests or
private forests?

Mr JORDAN - Both. One state-owned forest that borders 8% acres.

MrsHISCUTT - Are they easier to work with and manage as coathto private forests?
Do you see a difference between the two sectors?

Mr JORDAN - We don't really have anything to do too muchhwatur private forest
conservation block shooters. That's managed kiynADA, isn't it?

MrsHISCUTT - Are the biggest issues with the state-ownedstsfe

Mr JORDAN - We had better strike the ADA part of it out twe tonservation side.
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MrsHISCUTT - You do not know if that is managed or not then?
Mr CASSIDY - It is managed but | don't know who's got it.
MrsHISCUTT - Okay, but it is managed?

Mr JORDAN - Only the feral deer population. Everything eseff-limits. As far as our
farmers' situation is, like | said, we shoot onedaoo and come back the next night and shoot
two in the same spot. We just get that continually

MsRATTRAY - And what you don't shoot, | run over.

Mr JORDAN - At least you don't brake and cause an accident.
MrsHISCUTT - Is that state-owned forest you are talking about

Mr JORDAN - No, that's some of the Jan Cameron conservitiah
MrsHISCUTT - That is private forest you are talking abouhaiik you.

Mr JORDAN - We really could have tacked on the back of thar@on thing. At the end of
the day, our group would like to see a fair chastesn still for the fallow deer. We think we
have worked too long and hard as recreational sh®dbd get this far. Like all systems, it is not
perfect but it is better than not having a system.

Something | find a bit funny is that we pay $68earyfor a game licence, for instance. Last
year we were given one male tag and two female tag® not believe that on 31 March | take
my hat off and become a fallow deer hunter, andtlmy hat over there and go out and cull
animals on the property. Why couldn't the systemabbit more flexible where a recreational
hunter can get three, four, five or six tags? #paying $68 a year. When | take my hat off and
sit over there, | pay nothing. The government [@&8/sents every time | put a tag on something.

MsRATTRAY - Good question, Brendan.

Mr JORDAN - The TBAC have worked hard to get us those etegs. It is just another
little thing that could be adjusted that would helphere are recreational hunters who do not have
access to these culling permits. For instancel8teForestry shooters who shoot up beside our
place, once they shoot their deer they have to ppcknd go home. If they were able to harvest
another two or three female deer for the year,aulé help our situation and it would help the
Forestry situation. Instead of issuing 15 000icglpermits a year, it might be back to 10 - | don’
know.

Mr MULDER - We heard that commercialising is not a thingaose there are all the legal
requirements. Are there any impediments, for exami having private sales, rather than
putting it into commercial abattoir-type situati@ns

Mr CASSIDY - It's all really in the hygiene regulations, bsitd think.
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Mr MULDER - The point | am trying to get to is that we halethese regulations and all
this stuff tacked on, yet he is perfectly happg#b his meat. Why can't he sell it to me so that |
can eat it if I trust him? That's what | am gegtat.

Mr JORDAN - Legislation doesn't allow that.

Mr MULDER - | should have warned you that you're not obligeday anything before |
asked you the question, but from a principle pointiew, do you see a problem other than the
legislation with that sort of an arrangement?

Mr CASSIDY - Not really, no.

Mr JORDAN - | would have to say no because | have been appeal many a time by
commercial operators.

Mr MULDER - You are allowed to give it away but not sell iTo me that seems a
nonsense, especially if that's an alternative tangethem rot in the paddock.

Mr JORDAN - | have six in my family who don't shoot. Theynd have gun licences.

MsRATTRAY - And you feed them. | would like to be in your féyni

Mr JORDAN - Yes, my mother-in-law loves me.

Mr MULDER - | want to pursue that with you because it seéonme that people are
horrified by the idea of leaving them to rot in {peddock. Let's put them to use. If you don# lik
sending them off to the dogs, | will give you mydaeks if you like.

MsRATTRAY - Did you have anything to add, Mike? Brendanmdikt of the talking.

Mr CASSIDY - I'm here as moral support for him. Getting bazkhe family business, it's
not so much what family take each deer seasontheutest of the year there are quite a few
families that go up there during the year. Eastaee is a big time up there at the den. We
probably get a dozen families up there at diffetenés of the year.

MsRATTRAY - Traditional.

Mr JORDAN - It is traditional. My grandfather was Noel Jensone of the first fly
fishermen in Tasmania. | have a rod in one hamifleain the other hand - if you take both of
them away, short of work, | don't know what I'd dadon't like golf.

MsRATTRAY - And you're not ready for bowls.

MrsHISCUTT - For the record, | think it is a great thing families.

CHAIR - Thank you very much for your time.

THE WITNESSWITHDREW.
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Mr SSIMON CAMERON WAS CALLED, MADE THE STATUTORY DECLARATION AND
WAS EXAMINED.

CHAIR - Simon, welcome to this public hearing of GoveemmnAdministration Committee
A inquiring into the wild fallow deer population ilasmania. All evidence taken in this hearing
is protected by parliamentary privilege. | remiyaml that any comments you make outside the
hearing may not be afforded such privilege. A copthe information for withesses is available.
If you have not read it or are not aware of thecpss, the evidence you present is being recorded
and theHansard version will be published on the committee websiteen it becomes available. |
advise the procedure we intend to follow todayat firstly, you will be provided the opportunity
to speak to your submission if you so desire. dvalhg on from that, the committee will address
guestions to you seeking information specificalyating to the wild fallow deer population in
Tasmania. Would you like to give an overview ofiysubmission?

Mr CAMERON - | am the owner of a farming property called Kstan, which is not far to
the north-east of here. First, | would like tortkayou for your initiative in establishing this
inquiry. It is important for reasons that have be®cumented in many of the submissions. In
particular it is important to farmers and land ngera like me who have little say in the overall
management of wild deer in Tasmania, even thouglanedorced to host increasing numbers of
the species and absorb the related costs.

| want to start with the broader context. Fallogedis a species which has been assessed by
the Western Australian Department of Agriculturel &ood as having an extreme likelihood of
establishment in Australia. DPIPWE says the sapre Tasmania. This has indisputably
happened. More importantly, the assessment bythe#ie organisations went on to conclude that
there will be extreme consequences from this estabent.

There is a ranking system within the ranking preogkere 19 points out of 35 are required
for an extreme risk rating. DPIPWE gave fallow ™aescore of 28 out of 35 - it was a shoo-in.
DPIPWE also compiled a policy and procedures fquarh movement and keeping of vertebrate
wildlife in Tasmania. The introduction commences:

Introduced animals are recognised as one of the sigsificant threats to
biodiversity and are noted for their impact on naltulecosystems, primary
industries and public amenity.

It also stated, 'Prevention and early interventwavide the most cost-effective means of
managing introduced species.'

In the document, there is detailed consideratiothefrisk assessment model, the one used
for the assessment | referred to, including the memnt that it is internationally recognised as
world's best practice. One has to wonder why DFERWAde no mention of this risk assessment
in its own submission to your inquiry. In the pyliand procedure in discussing extreme-threat
species, it is also noted -

Imports of species assessed as an extreme thieabwmnally be prohibited and
the species will be listed as a restricted animalen Schedule 5 of the Wildlife
General Regulations 2010.
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The minister will only consider the importation etreme-threat species under
exceptional circumstances.

It goes on to detail what these are and the cami@m conditions required.

Given that in wild fallow deer we can an extremstpesk, is there any need to go beyond
this when determining how the species should bé deth? Yes, there is. It is very hard to get
this message across in Tasmania. We have a fpgbahd to make up. Fallow deer as a species
and an extreme threat and given an extreme péstaimg are not allowed to be imported into
Tasmania, yet those here are given partly-protestaels and allowed to spread wherever they
want to in the state - even to places such as Blslagd.

Most of what | have to say and was included in milynsission has been said by others, but
when | speak to you, you are hearing it from soreeeho has to confront the impact of deer as
an invasive species virtually every day he is anfarm, and many days when he is not there.
You are hearing it from a farmer who cares abosifiiestock and the land he is entrusted to look
after.

As an individual | place a high priority on biodregy conservation, biosecurity and
maintaining a safe place to live and work. | put money where my mouth is. | have spent a
significant sum on and off my farm attempting totpct and enhance its natural values and make
it a viable business. On many occasions, ferat Haee directly or indirectly undermined these
efforts.

In my submission | have addressed each of the tefmsference and | will cover some of
the more salient points. In reference item 1, En@ironmental Impacts on Public and Private
Land, | refer to numerous studies documenting ttrenmental impacts of deer, especially
fallow deer -

We know from the experience of others that Fallogerdare eco system
changers. Nowhere in the world where Fallow deselbeen introduced have
they not done environmental damage.

We do not need to wait for studies here or the dmria be even more evident before
acknowledging the need for management changehelmelevant pest risk assessment categories
fallow deer score maximum points.

My first recommendation is that wild fallow deer Emoved from the regulations and that
the secretary of the department be requested twmm@end to the relevant minister to declare
fallow deer vermin under the Vermin Control Act.

As an interim and immediate measure, landholdemildhbe able to grant open crop
protection permits for all wild fallow deer simildo those now available for wallabies and
possums.

Further, to assist in more effective managementthe species, | recommend the
responsibility for the control of wild fallow deés transferred from the Wildlife Management
Branch to Biosecurity Tasmania. This will brind mivasive species under one management
regime.
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| recognise there are a number of stakeholderdseémild deer issue. If there is to be a body
such as the Tasmanian Deer Advisory Council - TDA& stakeholders should be equitably
represented - something that does not happen now.

| will come to my third recommendation later.

For our longer-term response, if we are seriousiaith@ containment or eradication, yes, we
need a lot more information. This should be soughin within the groups associated, the
stakeholders within deer, but also from scientidtge will find those scientists within DPIPWE
and elsewhere.

In relation to reference item 2, Any Impact on Coenoml Activities on Private Land, |
discussed many aspects of costs and risk, suclosschrity with the species. The biosecurity
risk is understated but, as someone with a largestment in animal genetics, | cannot afford to
ignore it. | set out the cost to my farming entesg enterprises in excess of $35 000 a year,
crippling for a small business like mine. | poke guestion, why should farmers have to bear any
cost at all? | wonder what the committee thinka fair thing.

| cautiously extrapolate from the cost to me, gsr@portion of land in the deemed 'deer
range’, if you extrapolate - and | know that is stimes dangerous - you come up with a number
like $25 million a year. We have already heard c@nt from George. The costs to landowners
is covered in a number of submissions, ConnorvillEGA, Greening Australia, Forico, Ashton &
Salmon, the Tasmanian Land Conservancy. You hasege of opinions to draw on.

In this section | have also suggested landholderallbowed to use alternate methods, such as
trapping and poisoning, to control deer on theindand. The reason for this recommendation is
to improve productivity, as much as anything. Adbeffort has to go into controlling deer. The
currently allowed method, which is shooting, fongk on their farms is not necessarily a good use
of time, and you would be surprised how long itesk

| have a fifth recommendation and here | have tolagpse, it was incorrect in the
submission. This recommendation is that landownlts a deer population in excess of 2.5 deer
per square kilometre in my submission and as re@dart the paper, it read '2.5 deer per hectare'.
That would be an interesting sight. The recommgoda

Landholders with a deer population in excess ofp2issquare kilometre will, if
requested by a neighbour, be required to reducpdpelation or provide a deer
proof boundary fence sufficient to prevent deemmfrentering the requesting
neighbour's property.

| also recommend -

That in the event of partially protected speciesust of wild Fallow deer being
retained those landholders who determine their lechot available for
recreational hunting and to actively pursue a de@imisation strategy should
be compensated for the continued presence of aethiea land.

There seems to be the belief that if you have thed it should be available for deer hunting.
People have other uses for their land. There artgcplar aspects to Kingston, which | will refer
to. | would much rather have scientists on my Jangloring the biodiversity issues and aspects
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of the property than open it up for hunting. Tt personal preference, but | do not see why
hunting should be forced on me.

Reference item 3, The Partly Protected Status 8bweDeer Under the Wildlife General
Regulation 2010, this is an extremely complex aleany submission | suggest -

The partly protected status of wild fallow deer endhe Wildlife (General)
Regulations 2010 (the Regulations) has providedrteehanism for the species
to become widely established in Tasmania.

In my submission | highlight how this has been agbd via the absolute power of the
secretary of DPIPWE and his delegates under thdatgns. | comment on deer administration,
the inconsistent application of the regulations &ne paperwork nightmare that is the crop
protection system.

As an aside, | have here a half-sized copy of p protection permit. | can give you this at
lunchtime to have a flick through and when you cdraek, | bet there would not be a consistent
interpretation of condition 1. It is a paperworightmare that, if nothing else, needs to be
addressed.

In my submission | also comment on the animal welfasue, the elephant in the room when
it comes to recreational hunting. Used to judiify restricted issue of crop protection permits for
antler-less deer, that is doe, for up to five mentharly half the year, this is a restriction,estst
for landholders, not found elsewhere in Australisuit really legitimate to use the animal welfare
rationale when in fact deer are being allowed &elrup for the express purpose of being shot as
a hobby or sport? This is a really difficult antpleasant issue but it will need to be addressed if
the deer population is to be effectively controliet the cost of deer to our environment and to
primary industry is to be reduced. The issue wél harder and harder to deal with as the
population increases and spreads.

My main recommendation in this section was a revawhe regulations. In particular,
regulations 21 and 26 have a lot of uncertaintyiadothem and need to be sorted out. There is
also, if you were not aware of it, a mandatory banthe issue of crop protection permits for
anybody found guilty of a breach of the regulati@nghe act. This could be a conviction for
something as minor as failing to adhere to the adnative requirements of the regulations.

| have a further recommendation that the detaijsrofedures related to the administration of
the regulations be compiled and made publicly atédl. | have included this because nowhere
can you find a comprehensive guide to the typesrop protection permits available and the
conditions applicable to each. In fact, | haveriéaomething this morning that | was not aware
of, that for male deer you can now get a 12-moetimg. | didn't know that and | don't think you
would find it on the website or any other infornaatisource. That is not the first time | have
come across an important aspect of crop protepgomits by accident.

Year after year of being restricted from effectvebntrolling deer has meant that | do not
make the progress | need to make with my farmingrprise and the land | manage. My farm
has been in our family since 1905, long before @eme in our area. In fact, it is only in the last
25 or 30 years that they have become abundantngisitin. Nobody can give me a sound reason
as to why | should be burdened with this iniquitdbudden tax in relation to the imposition of
which | am really allowed no say.
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You guys have a pretty difficult task ahead of ymuting through the submissions. It has
already been stated that every person who has pusubmission has their own agenda, their own
view of the world, but | would like to draw yourt@mtion to one particular statement in one of the
submissions. Environmental impact on public land heen adequately maintained through crop
protection permits for fallow deer. A total of 168 tags were issued in 2015, which indicates a
reduction in the control of feral populations. Thas just looking at one year.

If you consider 10 years of data on crop protecpenmits rather than just looking at the
evidence of one year - and it is around; it is psubmission and others - crop protection permits
issued have risen from 5700 to 16 700. Certaialyne this does not suggest a reduction or
control of feral populations, rather the opposifEhere was a chart in John Kelly's submission
showing the population growth in one of the Transtigvey areas. My farm just happens to be
part of that TransAg survey area.

In relation to the next sentence in the submisdimese permits ensure conservation of forests
and open native pastures. | suggest to the cosmrtittat you need reminding that crop protection
permits for private land are and will continue ® used primarily for the protection of crops and
pastures, not for forests and open native pastasestated in that submission. The task ahead of
you in sorting through the various submissions tizate been made is a challenge.

| want to use my farm as an example where deecydlas been used to override the
importance of the land. A group of DPIPWE scidstisrote about Kingston that it is highly the
natural values retained on Kingston make this ptgpe place of national significance. In 2009,
lowland native grasslands of Tasmania - the typsdoon Kingston - were listed as critically
endangered in the Environmental Protection and iBevgity Conservation Act, the Australian
Government's centrepiece of environmental legmhatiTo put Kingston in context, in Tasmania
only 3 per cent of the lowland native grassland mmmities that existed prior to European
settlement remain. Of this 3 per cent, almostdiOgent is found on just one property - Kingston,
my place. At Kingston we have conservation covenanvering almost 30 per cent of the land.
| agreed to these to form the basis for the prmeadf the significant natural values that exist
there.

| have had visitors to Kingston from all statesfaistralia, many European countries, North
and South America, China and Mongolia. Withoutepton, they comment on the commitment
to natural values management and, without exceptimy are amazed at the lack of government
support, especially when the control of feral speds discussed. We have at Kingston a situation
where maintaining a resource for recreational Imgntis given priority over biodiversity
conservation that is probably at a nationally digant level.

Chair, | invite you and other members of the coreeitto visit Kingston to see for
yourselves what | am attempting to protect andeehias a farmer and land manager, to get a
better understanding of what | am up to while my§itglto control deer is so restricted. Should |
put that invitation in writing, sir?

CHAIR - You could do, yes.

Mr CAMERON - | can come back to reference item 4 if anybodyt®d@o question me on
that.
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Mr GAFFNEY - On that, what are you suggesting in trappingeerd | don't understand
what that means.

Mr CAMERON - My understanding on the small amount of reseatcve done is that you
build an enclosure. There were deer traps buirnwdteer were taken from the wild population to
set up the deer farms. I'm not talking about angpioaded trap or anything like that. It's an
enclosure-type thing.

Mr GAFFNEY - You referenced beforehand the welfare of do@sgolered to be shot. Are
you saying that's a cruel method? When you suggesoning - and I'm looking at the difference
between poisoning any animal or shooting an anirhalv do you justify that?

Mr CAMERON - On the poisoning issue, | haven't specified 108tich | believe has been
used in the past. | wasn't aware of it still beursgd currently. | believe there would be a fair b
of research needed to find an appropriate poisdn'annot necessarily saying it should be 1080.
As to the animal welfare aspect, that relates pthaned fawns. | guess farmers and landowners
are in a better position than most to minimise, tlisot to eliminate it altogether, because they
live on the land. If a fawn is left behind thesemore chance of them picking it up because they
are there more frequently.

Mr GAFENEY - Thank you.

Mr CAMERON - In terms of reference item 5 - 'any other mattecidental hereto' - |
report on property damage caused by deer in thendiSthe UK, the antisocial behaviour deer
attract and the potential for disease transmissmrhumans. These matters will become
commonplace in Tasmania if we do not act to cordedr more effectively.

Perhaps in this section | should have included $loimg around the human cost of the
current deer policy. You will hear more about tHisectly from Lyndel Poole this afternoon.
Please listen to what she has to say carefully.

In several of the submissions there is commentembtential impact on rural communities
of a reduction in hunting activity. | do not thitkat any of us who carry the financial burden of
deer identified what it would mean if the burdenswamoved. | have talked about the cost,
George talked about the cost, and other peopleeptieg will do the same. A good question to
ask would be: if your farm became more productweat would that mean? In my case, it would
mean an increase in farm production, adding testhte's primary production, and it would mean
additional employment | could offer - at least giarte employment for someone - and this is
from one modest farm. It begs the question of wihateconomic benefit across Tasmania might
be. We lose in other ways also. For example,tduke additional cost related to deer, Greening
Australia Tasmania was unsuccessful in an appdicdir over $1 million of funding for a tree
planning program.

In my concluding remarks, | wish to bring to yotteation the fact that the final report of the
New South Wales Natural Resources Commission ie& management in that state has been
submitted and the government's response is awaitehe draft report included the
recommendation that deer be declared a pest.higidy likely that this was included in the final
report as well. There are political factors atypd® we do not know how the New South Wales
government will respond. Regardless of this, # that a review with similarities to this one
has recommended that deer be declared a pestnsottecritical aspect for you to consider.
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CHAIR - Thank you. You stated that deer has become daminon your property at
Kingston. | take that you don't have a huntindbabm your property?

Mr CAMERON - We have a property-based game management @have hunters who
come during the deer season, others who come wberpcotection permits are available and we
have a commercial shooter who comes and shootahya#ind possum. He also shoots deer and
we undertake deer shooting ourselves.

CHAIR - Connorville and Charlton have their own -

Mr CAMERON - We don't, and this is one of the difficultiestivsmaller properties. It is
much harder to get the critical mass for an orgdmn like that, and it is also the nature of the
property. One of the issues we have is that oopgaties are quite long and thin, and if you have
three properties and hunters going across eachluoare, is quite a safety issue with that too.

MrsHISCUTT - Why don't you work with your neighbours for theenhave their hunting
groups come onto your land? Is there a reasordgall do that?

Mr CAMERON - That is a very good question and I'm glad yasecit. If you come to
Kingston you will get a better understanding. Vdaix neighbours. One of them is the Crown;
one is a property for sale that is managed by eeational hunting group; another is a property
that is primarily turned over to forestry and isrmaged by another recreational hunting group; one
property with a similar view to my farm on the ndeddeer control; and another property where
they are more liberal in their attitude to deetavbe to throw the question out there - if the deer
hunter club works so well, this property is ownsggdthee same people who own Charlton, so why
hasn't that system been introduced there?

We have a great number of attitudes in our areatlaadjoals of recreational hunters on the
neighbouring property are very different to ming,itas with my commercial farming neighbour.
That makes it that much harder. | agree, anddtdmmne up a couple of times, that this is not a
property-by-property issue, it is something thagdeeto be regionally managed.

MsRATTRAY - So you agree with that sentiment, Simon, the more a regionally based
issue?

Mr CAMERON - | do, but how do we get a meeting of the mindi?s a bit like the
guestion, what is the right population? In the beml have thrown in, | have said 2.5 per square
kilometre, which equates to about 75 for Kingstehijch is higher than | would like in an ideal
situation. | would like to minimise it. | can'odhat because of the restrictions around deer
control, but 75 is a sustainable population.

MsRATTRAY - Simon, | might be the only member of the comesittvho has been to your
property, although it has been a while since IteiKingston. | want to talk about your
recommendation 3, in regard to the Tasmanian DeknsAry Committee, TDAC. You have
highlighted issues around having, as a landowrarr interests canvassed and looked at in that
advisory committee, and we have heard from angihesenter the same thing - the sheer weight
of numbers for others who might be part of that sotiee who may have a different view of the
world. Can you expand on how you think reconstiuthat might be undertaken, to give me
some idea of what you were thinking?
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Mr CAMERON - It is a good question and one | should havergivere thought to. My
view right now and my understanding of the commitie that it is dominated by recreational
hunting interests from the various bodies. The Ak&represented and my understanding is that
the people who represent the TFGA are pro-recneatiounting landowners. That is an issue for
the TFGA, and similarly for those who representestny.

There needs to be a mechanism for landowners driteanagers like myself. Also | believe
the second largest private landholder in Tasmaniad Tasmanian Land Conservancy. They get
no input into deer management and policy at alhmla small landowner but that is the tip of the
iceberg. It is the major players who do not gsiag either, so there needs to be some way for
representing their interests. The stakeholdersildhoe represented in proportion to the cost to
them. There needs to be some mechanism around engmb rather than just being there
because they are part of a hunting organisation.

Ms RATTRAY - Thank you. If you would like to further exereigyour mind to that
guestion, | feel sure the committee would be happake any additional information, as it was a
guestion without notice.

Mr CAMERON - Yes. Thank you for the opportunity. | will ¢ainly do that.

MrsHISCUTT - In recommendation 3, you say -

That the Tasmanian Deer Advisory Committee be retitobed to genuinely
and equitably represent the interests of stakelwmlde the control of wild
Fallow deer.

Who is your list of stakeholders? Who do you puthiere?

Mr CAMERON - The stakeholders are the landowners, the Crtivenhunting groups. If
you want to split the landholders into smaller gr&uyou may have forestry and agriculture.

MrsHISCUTT - Would landholders be agriculture?

Mr CAMERON - Not necessarily. How do you categorise the Tasam Land
Conservancy? They are landholders, but they mathageland for conservation purposes.

MrsHISCUTT - Yes.

Mr CAMERON - That stakeholder needs representation.

Mrs HISCUTT - You were talking about paperwork, how convoluted and difficult to
understand. Are you saying there should be terimeference for each part of that permit you
showed us before? When it comes to wallaby andymos, we do that on our farm and | do not

have any trouble with that. What do you perces/the problem with deer management?

Mr CAMERON - You can generalise across, yes, it is easier watv the wallaby and
possum because it is a multiple-year permit. \Weéhar, you have to record them.

MrsHISCUTT - You have to do that with the others as well, yes
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Mr CAMERON - No, that is fine. Then you are allocating thtara number of hunters.
Can | ask Lyndel to comment on this, because sheages it through our farm and we worked
through approximately - you can get up to aboupig@es of paper for one permit.

MrsHISCUTT - I will ask her when she comes forward. Thand.y&es.

Mr MULDER - | look forward to having a look at Kingston. slbunds like you are doing
some good work there. What do you do with the Pantbu are a small business. What are you
farming?

Mr CAMERON - It is primarily traditional superfine wool. Weave diversified a little. We
have some fat lambs, and if the opportunity arigesdo a little bit of cropping.

Mr MULDER - | suspected that because that is another intextigpecies, the sheep. | am
wondering how you managed the impact of that intoed species on the natural values of your
land.

Mr CAMERON - Yes. Land with natural values has to be managede of the ways of
managing it is through grazing. It is an alteatio fire. The biggest difference between sheep
and deer and other forms of wildlife, is you cande them out. You can graze it when you need
to graze it and you can close them out when you teadlose it out. In terms of how we manage,
under the conservation covenants that exist fogtion, part of the agreement is a stocking level
for the conservation lands. It is scientificallgcognised that you should be able to graze it,
because it is low impact. The grazing limit we allewed, we never manage to reach. We never
get up to that level, because we look at the larttivee make an assessment of its condition, and
we do not push it.

Mr MULDER - Do you have a problem with roo and things likat®

Mr CAMERON - Yes, we do.

Mr MULDER - How do you manage that?

Mr CAMERON - Primarily through a commercial shooter. We welk&ing before about
making use of carcasses and it applies to whatspecies. Some of it goes into human
consumption. | am not sure, but it may go intofpetd. | think for our commercial shooter it is

primarily human consumption.

CHAIR - Simon, you will not need to send us a writtevitation to your property, all the
committee is here. We will discuss that later on.

MsRATTRAY - Work out a time, and | know how to get there.

Mr CAMERON - Believe Tania, not me. lItis a little furthdwan | told her. That would be
wonderful, sir. Thank you.

CHAIR - We will be in contact with you if we decide ke up your offer. Thank you very
much for that.
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MsRATTRAY - A very extensive submission. Thank you.
CHAIR - Thank you.

THE WITNESS WITHDREW.
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Mr SCOTT FREEMAN, PRESIDENT, AUSTRALIAN DEER ASSOCIATION, WAS
CALLED, MADE THE STATUTORY DECLARATION AND WAS EXAMNED.

CHAIR - Welcome, Scott.

All evidence taken in this hearing is protectedpayliamentary privilege. | remind you any
comments you make outside the hearing may not feedafl such privilege. A copy of the
information for witnesses is available if you hawa read it or are not aware of the process. The
evidence you present is being recorded andHhaesard version will be published on the
committee website when it becomes available. By wé introduction, | advise that the
procedure we intend to follow today is firstly, yaull be provided with the opportunity to speak
to your submission if you like to do so. Followititat the committee will address questions to
you relating to the wild fallow deer populationTdsmania.

Mr FREEMAN - | would like to present our submission as presg¢n We are an
Australia-wide association with branches in evetiates and territory, made up of recreational

hunters, interested deer people and conservasoaidte. We come from all different walks of
life, from one extreme to the other, across ouagiand.

| am not sure where to go | would rather answeresqaestions.
CHAIR - We can go straight to questions if that is wjaat prefer.
Mr FREEMAN - We can cover it a lot better with that.

Mr GAFFNEY - When you say the Australian Deer Associatiorosgrthe different states
and territories, do you have similar policies andlglines or is each state different?

Mr FREEMAN - We work under a national code of conduct aneccethWe have a national
executive, or board, and everything flows down frivat. Each state executive and branch all
abide by the same terms, conditions, objectivessait.

Mr GAFENEY - Okay, | am not trying to put you on the spotehleut | am about to, because
| cannot verify a statement madeye Age. In The Age in Victoria, it said -

The Australian Deer Association, which representsitérs, has called for
regulatory changes "to allow the processing of whdt food for human and pet
consumption on commercial premises”.

In your submission you are saying that as an aasowi representing recreational deer
hunters you are opposed to any proposal to allonneercial harvest of Tasmania's wild deer.

Mr FREEMAN - Sorry, | haven't heard that before so you'vergetright on the spot there.
The regulations and ethics we abide by change $tate to state.

Mr GAFFNEY - So each state can make its own ruling on whetiey think deer can be
used for commercial uses?

Mr FREEMAN - Yes.
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Ms RATTRAY - As a Tasmanian body, would you make represemabiack to the
overarching Australian body and say, 'We think Wizt is on a slippery slope here and we don't
support that', and then have a discussion about it?

Mr FREEMAN - Yes. It's the same as any democratic procesdjave a vote and that
mightn't be the same as everyone else's. Ea&histdifferent.

Mr GAFFNEY - When you represent the group in making thatgiecj do you survey your
members or just discuss it as an executive and"Bhig is the decision we've made'? How do
people feed into that policy decision?

Mr FREEMAN - This submission was made up from a survey ohoeimbers and talking at
branch meetings throughout the state. It was @ught back together, so these are not my
thoughts or our committee's thoughts, it is outessssociation's thoughts.

Mr GAFFNEY - When you talk about ‘commercial harvest', wamittto your members that
it would be a commercial harvest for human consionpdnd/or pet consumption? Personally, |
believe there is a difference in mindset to that.

Mr FREEMAN - In the past | don't think we have talked aboetplet meat, other than to be
by-products. If we went down the human consumpsate, there would be by-products that
would go into pet meat. My thought process washerhuman consumption side.

Mr GAFFNEY - How often does your association meet?
Mr FREEMAN -We have bi-monthly meetings.

Mr GAFFNEY - | suppose you will be presenting feedback frdme tnquiry to your
members through that process.

Mr FREEMAN - Yes. We have newsletters, magazines and bram#timgs. There are
three branches in the state and we all meet bidnhont

Mr GAFFNEY - Do you have the current membership?

Mr FREEMAN - We're pushing 500 in the state and are made ufarofly groups -
children, wives, husbands, partners. There is lom@aach in the north-west, we run out of
Longford, and there's also a southern branch.

MrsHISCUTT - Are you saying most of the hunters in this roan® members of the ADA?

Mr FREEMAN - No. To be a hunter you don't need to be a merabany association.
Some properties ask you to be a member of an asmwcior public liability insurance, so then
you can be a member of a handful of associatiomtubs that offer that product.

MrsHISCUTT - With your recommendations towards the end ofrygalbmission, you have
increased the female antler-less licence tag by tna total of three tags. Currently it is one
adult male deer and two or three antler-less defrs.you saying it should be both or more - one
adult male plus three?
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Mr FREEMAN - Yes, but | am not sure of the timing of this. aflwas increased this year
through some of our lobbying.

MrsHISCUTT - Are you happy with that or do you think it shddde one male plus three
instead of 'or three'?

Mr FREEMAN - We got it increased this year from previous yeass population has
happened over the drought we have just come threaglie need to look at that on a property-
by-property or region-by-region basis. With theehce and the crop protection on top of that,
you can manage your region or property bases. ditias you flexibility with the permit system
so we don't have to increase the licence tags sthrbacause we can deal with the population
increase or decrease within a region to keep aisaftie level. We could well increase another
anter-less deer tag and it wouldn't have lot odcifbn the overall take because we can deal with
the ups and down with the crop protection permits.

Mr GAFFNEY - At the moment has it gone up to one in threei mow one and two and
that was raised last year. What was it before thmre?

Mr FREEMAN - One.

Mr GAFENEY - Why can't it go to one and three or one and%our
Mr FREEMAN - There is no reason.

MrsHISCUTT - Would you like that? Would that be good?

Mr FREEMAN - It all depends what 'good' is.

MrsHISCUTT - What is your opinion on two stags and three fesfa

Mr FREEMAN - Stags become more of regional property issuam ltalking from a deer
hunting organisation view, not a farmer organisati®ome properties can deal with an increased
take of male deer, which we have had in the lagtrsé¢ years with the male deer permits. Some
properties that have the numbers of deer mightoeaible to sustain it if we go onto a smaller
property and the farmer might not be happy with @ncomes down to whether the farmer is
happy for these hunters to take more than the @ 4f we had more than one stag permit that
would be achievable.

MrsHISCUTT - We were told before that we should look at #tssa Tasmanian problem,
not an individual problem. Do you still have trarge answer for that take?

Mr FREEMAN - It would be wonderful in a perfect world to loak it on a whole-of-state
basis and then drop it down to a region and thep drdown to a property. It is hard enough to
get property owners in the whole sense to agresiraple things. You are never going to get
them to agree. We have property owners that willlet us shoot kangaroos or possums or other
native animals on their place but they want alldieer gone, then you have the next bloke down
the road who wants everything gone, and then yore lthe next bloke who wants to keep
everything there.

MsRATTRAY - What about the lady owner, what does she want?
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Mr FREEMAN - She owns the lot - she wants nothing shot.

Ms RATTRAY - Scott, in your objectives it talks about youmgamisation wanting an
improvement in the status of deer in Australiayso probably would not support it being made a
pest. If you were wanting to improve its statusiould say 'pest’ would not fit in your objectives.

Mr FREEMAN - No. We have fought hard across other statesustralia to try to keep
game classified as a game species. In some statbave lost that status and they have dropped
down to pests or other things. In Tasmania, wecareently still at the semi-protected/game
status and we would like to maintain that.

MsRATTRAY - How do you fund your research into the deer sti®

Mr CAMERON - We have another body that sits outside ADA datlee Australian Deer
Research Foundation.

Ms RATTRAY - You have touched on it in your submission. hadered how you funded
that.

Mr CAMERON - That was funded in the past through the salepardications of hunting
books and wildlife books, but is not funded veryllvemy more because no-one reads books any
more.

MsRATTRAY - Everyone Googles everything now, don't they?
Mr CAMERON - Yes, reading is a dying art, so that fundindrigng up.

Ms RATTRAY - That is a good point. Trying to access doll@ansresearch is always a
challenge for any organisation. How do you seediganisation being able to deal with that?
We have talked a little bit already today about hees need more information to make these
considered judgments.

Mr FREEMAN - We have talked about it at the board level arah&h level as being able to
fund university students to do their masters anchsdegrees. There are several programs
currently, not just by ADA, but SSAA and Field ahme sponsor university students to do
theses and their masters degrees and such. That 00 per cent funded so you get a lot of
work for a smaller amount of money.

MsRATTRAY - University students are often happy to parti@ga those programs if they
get $2000-$4000 for a different project. It sedikes a pretty good initiative but | know funding
is hard to get in any area.

Mr GAFFNEY - One of the points in your submission was that lgave been successful in
reopening some 26 500 hectares in regional resamdsconservation areas for recreational
hunting. How do you manage that or who manage8 tha

Mr FREEMAN - That is a good question. That is still up ie #ir at the moment. The
Game Management Services Unit may have to do ithieffirst year. The TDAC will probably
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do it jointly with the unit and it will be run pitgtwell in the same line as the big den state tores
balloting system.

Mr GAFFNEY - Right. We can ask them that.

Mr FREEMAN - Yes, but there are some other areas that thee@4amagement Services
Unit ballot up in the highlands so it will run alpthe same lines as those. They don't have the
funding or the manpower to run those systems &mks like some volunteers are going to pick
up the slack and do that.

Mr GAFFNEY - Environmentally in those regional reserves amaservation areas, there is
no reason why we couldn't open up more areastli¢tivas some proper management plan.

Mr FREEMAN - No.

Mr GAFFNEY - It is the funding of it, so the numbers of wkame people believe is a pest
could be better contained or managed if there ware fiunding.

Mr FREEMAN - Yes. A lot of that stuff is probably not going be 100 per cent self-
funded because recreational hunters are willingay a fee to access the land, as we discussed
earlier today, so you can get money back for thatedf putting in to ballot those areas. There is
never going to be 100 per cent - you never knowjtkall depends on the deer population in those
areas because people aren't going to pay good ntongy somewhere where there is only 2.5
deer per square kilometre or something. It's rarthwvthe hassle of getting out of bed.

MsRATTRAY - From what | have heard today, it's a big comnaittrto be a hunter and to
do this management. In your submission, you talkledut lobbying for an extension by one
week only. Is that for this season?

Mr FREEMAN - We lobbied and were successful in getting a waek extension to the
male deer season.

MsRATTRAY - From four weeks to five weeks, and you are kibbying for an extension
of May to June.

Mr FREEMAN - We are still lobbying to continue the antlerdeeer season from 1 May to
as long as possible. We originally would havedike have taken it to the end of October, which
is when the crop protection permits run out anadh tive run into the fawning issue, but through
the dreaded paperwork, the returns back to therttepat, we had to bring that to the September
date to allow enough time to process the returmgetall the paperwork done.

MsRATTRAY - Do you know where you are with that lobbying qgass?

Mr FREEMAN - It's looking reasonable at the moment.

MsRATTRAY - | don't think the outcome of this inquiry goitaghelp too much.

Mr FREEMAN - No, but we are still working on it and it is king better than it was a
while ago.
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Ms RATTRAY - That will be something that will need to be itage. What is your
experience with the paperwork with the departmeife@ have heard that things are a lot better
than they used to be. What is your assessmeheafa@partment and how they're moving?

Mr FREEMAN - No-one likes paperwork but it's a fact of lifg's probably got worse since
we've invented computers, not better. It is maahlgeas long as you have good systems in place
personally. It is more work for the department &@nithey can improve things it's less work for
them. Each club, association and land managertddsve good process in place with any
paperwork, so it's just a matter of streamliningstiprocesses and working through it.

Ms RATTRAY - We heard this morning that someone contactediépartment last week
and the tags arrived today.

Mr FREEMAN - As a landowner, if you have an issue today, taddgo late. You needed
to be on top of that last week. It should be e as any business - you're not looking at today,
you should be looking down the track. As a busire@sner myself, that's what you have to do.

With the five-year permit for the wallaby, et cetethis will be the first year this has come in
so | wouldn't like to throw too much into the fiyear basket because I'm pretty sure this is going
to be an experiment with the five-year permit. Yoaun see there are going to be some headaches
once we get into that a bit, once we get to the-émd-a-half to five-year problem. It might be
easier to have a one-year permit.

MsRATTRAY - Maybe start with small steps rather than triite off too much.

Mr FREEMAN - Each farmer still has to correlate all their neisofor the five years and
keep that on file. If the department asks foh#y have to hand it over, so it's easier to do it
yearly than five-yearly, | would imagine.

MsRATTRAY - A work in progress. It will be interesting teeshow that unfolds.

MrsHISCUTT - Your objective number 4 says:

The retention and improvement and habitat for daed other wildlife,
particularly by encouraging governments to passisl@gipn and make

regulations based on sound management principles.

Would you like to expand on that as to what sortegfislation or regulations you would like,
other than what you have talked about with bagtérand timing?

Mr FREEMAN - That is probably on a regional and statewidedagis an association we
do lots of different work across different walksldé and land across Australia, so it's hard to
narrow that down into one specific spot. We prdpaon't do as much in Tasmania as some of
the Victorian and Queensland areas do.

MrsHISCUTT - So you have nothing in mind particularly, ottlean what you have already
talked about?

Mr FREEM AN - Not at the moment.
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Ms RATTRAY - One of your objectives is the education of htsta the safe handling of
firearms. | have not heard of too many problefkere is the odd time where there might be an
incident, but you don't seem to have any real ssue

Mr FREEMAN - With recreational hunting in general?

MsRATTRAY - Yes.

Mr FREEMAN - No, you don't have many issues but when you d® fairly catastrophic.
We run education programs; we held one last weeke@dessy.

MsRATTRAY - Is that for new participants or people who wantefresh?
Mr FREEMAN - That was open to the general public. We run nspecific ones for
younger people or new hunters. There are a loeof hunters coming in at a mature age. They

are not just all 16 or 17 year olds.

MrsHISCUTT - You're not saying there is a problem; you'ré ggs/ing people need to be
educated?

Mr FREEMAN - No, there's not a problem, but with firearms safgou don't wait until
there is a problem. You get on the front foot Begroactive because we don't want problems.

CHAIR - Thank you very much, Scott. It is very much ra&gmted.

THE WITNESSWITHDREW.
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Ms LYNDEL POOLE, WAS CALLED, MADE THE STATUTORY DECLARATION AND
WAS EXAMINED.

CHAIR - Welcome, Lyndel. As we have done this with gvather witness, | will read this
to you. All evidence taken in this hearing is paied by parliamentary privilege. | remind you
that any comments you make outside the hearingmoape afforded such privilege. A copy of
the information for witnesses is available if yoavh not read it or are not aware of the process.
The evidence you present is being recorded andH#msard version will be published on the
committee website when it becomes available.

By way of introduction | advise that the procedigas follows. First, you will be invited to
speak to your submission if you desire to do sollowing that, the committee will ask questions
relating to the wild fallow deer population in Tasnm.

Ms POOLE - My submission has come about for a couple ofaors. One of the most
powerful is from trying to speak out and to gaimgosensible control of fallow deer in Tasmania
to do with agriculture, environment and all thiragsociated with fallow deer and their occurrence
here. | was subjected to a very serious court tteecost me several thousand dollars to defend,
which was never going to grow legs anyway, sim@gduse | became collateral damage to a very
poorly written regulation and even worse writtemditions on permits.

More so, the people charged with enforcing thoggilegions and writing those permits do
not have the skills available that are requireddminister them. It is quite obvious through my
court case, which is available for all to hear aed, that the man in charge did not have a clue
when he came into court and he had even less whewmeht out. He frustrated the magistrate,
and unfortunately that has brought about what Itw@abring to light.

At the end of 2011 the case was started againsindehat is still ongoing. The court case
has finished, | made a complaint to the Integripntnission, and it has been sent to DPIPWE to
deal with. At this stage, we still do not haveaswer as to how they are going to act against
those people who took away my presumption of innoegtreated me appallingly and also cost
me, and the farm | manage for Simon Cameron, sketlerasands of dollars.

CHAIR - Excuse me, we really need to stick to the tesfrreference.

Ms POOLE - Sorry, that was why | came about trying to puimy terms of reference. |
think an open cull for fallow deer is to be immedig allowed, with the same conditions applied
to those with Bennett's and rufous wallaby and lihesh tail possum. That would address a
whole lot of issues immediately. It would make atirog available to more people than it does
now, because hunter groups are tying up shootimg foeople that want to shoot. There is a
significant difference between hunters and shootéiisere are plenty of places for hunters, but
the shooters are kept out.

My other recommendation was that deer be deregylaed that should happen without
having to wait for the next review to come up.h#is been proven that it can be changed for a
season ticket. You can go from having two deetherticket to getting three, and it was changed
within a few short months. Any conditions to regfidns can be changed quite rapidly.

In my recommendations | have stated that | thirdy tbhould be deregulated. The impacts of
them not being deregulated - you face some verlg pnalties through deer that can be easily
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poached. If things go wrong, they have to be tdggel all the rest of it, and you can be facing
up to a $13 000 fine and a mandatory ban simplpdiysending a permit or a tag back. That is
manifestly outweighed by any other criminal offemc¢he system now.

| made a recommendation about commercial arrangsmérat landowners must be free to
make any commercial arrangements with commercialoteins and hunters. However,
commercial shooting must be done by properly lieednsommercial shooters. Those that have
the means to harvest the animals, the same asdtheyith the wallaby and possums, have the
skills available, and they are checked all the tinféhat way, there should not be any hygiene
problems anyway.

Without deregulation - the property-specific cohtittat commercialisation gives - we will
have the same problems that we have now. Minaliie ghort and brief because it is brought
about by the fact that | think you do need to labkhe regulations very hard. You need to look at
permits and the poor way in which they are writt@hey are very much a dangerous tool at the
moment that can be used either way, and they dosget either way.

CHAIR - You say that an open cull should be immediaéhere do you believe the deer, if
you have an open cull - are you saying that these dan be shot and left, or are you saying you
have an alternative for it?

Ms POOLE - My idea of an open cull is that it is freed @od not only into hunter groups
for that short period of the year when they canehalicence. You have a permit that you issue to
your shooters and they are able to shoot whatexer tthey see and take them away, the same as
they do with wallaby and possum. | am not saylmgytdon't get used. They do with them what
they like. If it were opened up to commercialisati there would be some use. That comes
across other people's interests. There is anraasfianism, open it up and it would allow a few
more people in to shoot. There are plenty of peapho want to shoot deer, but they are
restricted because hunter groups have all the grepetitched up.

CHAIR - When you say they want to shoot deer, they warghoot them for their own
personal use?

Ms POOLE - Yes, they want the meat. They have families Went meat. They want to
feed dogs. It is very good pet food. My dogs like

CHAIR - You are saying that hunting clubs are closedt, titiey will not let -

MsPOOLE - | have a group of people that come to Kingstonnd) the deer season to shoot
deer so if they want to get a trophy head they ltave it. When | first went to Kingston to
manage it we had a very stringent hunter group alathese restrictions. There had to be a
certain amount of points or you were not allowedhoot and this and that, so people were sitting
on the property not shooting anything saying, "Wl back next year with our bottles of wine
and sit up all weekend, thank you very much'.

Numbers were building up, so we thought about ¢ asked what we could do. We were
advised by the Game Management Unit that if we il want to have a restrictive game
management plan like that to have an open plamjteetihhe plan and allow people to come in to
shoot and they will take away the limit. That ieat/ we did. We culled out the hunters, found
shooters and that is what we do. They come inthey shoot through the deer season but they
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are also the first ones back there to shoot thrahglcrop protection permit time. Unfortunately
we cannot shoot deer all year around and thatessihgle biggest issue. The deer are out of
control because we cannot have year-round culling.

CHAIR - How many shooters do you have on your propeutind the -

Ms POOLE - The property is very difficult to have a lot sthooters on it. Most weekends
over the season we will have -

MsRATTRAY - Because of the long, skinny -

Ms POOLE - It is a long skinny property and they use highwpred weapons. We live in
the valley between them. We have generally twout@m One run can take probably three
shooters sensibly as long as they are a familycandvork together and know where one another
are. Anywhere up to about 12 shooters is the maxirfor a deer season on Kingston for safety
aspects. Safety has to come into it. These areuse high-powered weapons. They play for
keeps.

CHAIR - Shooters are responsible people, though, arey?
MsPOOLE - Generally, yes. | don't have a problem withatbcs. We need shooters.

Ms RATTRAY - Lyndel, | would like to talk about applying ftlhe permits and the tags
process. In your submission you have not beerbkgrcomplimentary about the process. You
said your experience has changed a little bit iieen

Ms POOLE - Yes, since | made a complaint to the IC and tledgrred it back to DPIPWE
two years ago | am no longer blocked and told ipadicy procedure or anything else when
applying for permits. | get permits and tags, ibahouldn't take that to get a free and fair syste

MsRATTRAY - What is the normal process? | have never appliea permit.

Ms POOLE - From a manager's point of view | am the landanldAn application has to be
made in writing; it cannot be verbal or anythingeel The regulations stipulate it has to be made
in writing and if you don't it is a breach of th@diife regulations and a five-year ban if you get
caught. Generally | email the head of the GMSU metiest a permit. In that request | have to
note why | want, how many | want it for, the periofitime | want it for, and he will either say
yes or no. Recently it has been yes but beforeitivaasn't. He will then approve that permit
which gets sent to Hobart to the Wildlife ManagetmBranch who then fill out the paperwork
and send a cover permit to me in my name for tbpgaty with the number of animals that can be
taken and the range of tag numbers. Then thetebwitwo attached copies which do not have
names on them but they are agent copies. Theyhawié a number the same as mine but with an
‘A’ in front of it. | am able to photocopy that msny times as | like and providing people have
gun licences and are permitted to be on the prppkdan issue them with one, two or 10 tags.
On their permit they have a list of conditions timeyst abide by, the same as mine when | issue it
through them.

Generally they are for three months. At the enthefthree-month period if they are not used
| then have to notify the department of how manynats were shot and if there are any unused
tags. Now they are to be cut up and destroyedebidre they had to be returned. That has to
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happen every time. When | get a permit | havehot@copy it for every person | want to give it
to, | have to write the tag numbers in and | havéeep a copy of where the tag numbers are
going. | have to keep track of who has what tad tat happens for all the deer and Forester
kangaroos but you do not have a tagging systerwétliaby, possum or any of the others. 1t is
very time-consuming just to get it. To simplify it would be nice if we had a permit system the
same as the Bennetts possums, where you're iggaeeaof paper, and if that person doesn't have
that piece of paper they are not permitted to hagealeer in their system.

| think it can be simplified and it should reducasts and everything else. The trouble is,
when | get permits | have to read them. | am nowe show many people read their permits
carefully, but every time something changes on ranfiehey are extremely poorly written and
worded. | could go home now and issue a pernsbtaeone and technically they could be pulled
up and booked because the permits are so badkgmriPlease, that is what | need you to look at,
because everyone is at the mercy of how it ispnéted. We have evidence from three different
higher levels in the wildlife management branch wiere asked a question and each of them
interpreted it differently. That is dangerous. eyhare the people charged with administering
them. Sitting in court, the other guy couldn't\veaes He couldn't even read out the permit. He
didn't understand it.

| think we have a lot of unfortunate people we éstem to who are exposed to this, and it is
not fair. We need shooters to be shooting thingspe worried about whether they're going to be
convicted and lose their licence for five yeardafTis just not on. There needs to be a real tidy-
up and we need to free it up so more people canotghem, which will help everyone because
there is supposed to be fewer numbers of deer tdoeer quality animals ultimately. The
population is just blowing out of control. We gotlae deer every year as best as we are allowed
to and the numbers are still increasing. | stil @ut every morning and see deer in the same
areas. You can put the pressure in one area agdrthve.

Ms RATTRAY - You talk about a more streamlined process. Bw see many people or
officers coming around checking the tags and liesfic Is that something that happens on an
ad hoc basis?

MsPOOLE - No. They don't come down our way now becausg'tle got a fair bit of stuff
hanging over their head.

MsRATTRAY - It takes a while to find it.

Ms POOLE - They found it when they needed to. | think gneblem is at the level where
the permits are being written, because the peranésbeing written and changed by whoever is
the agent you apply to. They are a legal docurhanthey are not written by anyone with legal
qualifications. That is the difference and thawlgat needs looking at.

If I can be taken to court over a condition on thigice of paper, then it is a legal document.
The guy that took me said | had broken the conastion the permit. He did not understand it
himself but he could actually change that permitafhad wanted to anyway. Permits should not
be that open to interpretation and being able toHamged. | have several permits where there is
a change. It might be very subtle, but thereiilsasthange.

MsRATTRAY - Potentially the intent has changed.
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MsPOOLE - The intent is there all the time. You havedad your permits and you have to
make sure. | don't need shooters with a five-yeer, | need them on the place shooting. | will
highlight it, but it is not up to me. These arewn men who have had more years' experience
shooting than me. | shouldn't have to be tellihngmt how to do this. It should be a simple
process that anyone can pick up and read. Remewwdrave young fellows and young girls
starting at 18 or younger when they have a junjggisnit, so you have to have it simple enough
so that everyone can read it and understand ieaed/one can abide by it. When the people who
administer them can't understand them, we're r@alilye doo-doo, aren't we?

Mr GAFFNEY - Do you have to get a recreational game licems&?f

MsPOOLE - This is a bit of a misgiving about deer licensefd. Everyone says, they are
all hunters and these 4700 all have a right to shvbere they like. | have to buy a recreational
deer licence if | want to apply for a cull permitrohg the deer season, to run concurrent with deer
season. | find it offensive that | have to spef@ $o | can apply for a permit, to hold the permit
to give out to my shooters. That is offensive.

MsRATTRAY - The landowner or the property owner has to -

MsPOOLE - The landholder, whether | am the manager or twtget a permit to run
concurrently, | had to spend my $68. That is crazglready have enough workload with having
to manage these silly animals as it is, withoutimg¥o go and spend more money to do it. | am
not a recreational deer shooter. | am a shodtgo. out and cull animals. There is no pleasure in
it and it has to be done.

MsRATTRAY - On point 3 of your recommendations, Lyndel, gaid the landowner must
be free to make any commercial arrangements withneercial hunters. You have shooters and
hunters.

MsPOOLE - Because there is a great divide.
MsRATTRAY - Can you explain the difference between huntedssiooters?

MsPOOLE - If you look at Mike Bennett's submission, he lexps the difference between
hunters and shooters. That is why | said at tlggnbéeng | was supporting Simon Cameron and
Michael Bennett because there is no point in ugailhg over the same thing. Michael Bennett
covers it perfectly. Hunters are the ones thak siilthere year in, year out and probably shoot
one bullet off and are really reluctant to shodtarbp protection permits for you. They tie the
property up and they tie it up for this customaght; my father was there, my grandfather was
there, my great-grandfather was there. We wanplpesho shoot and that is difference.

There are plenty of guys who buy a licence. Yom bay a deer licence without having a
property to shoot on. You have to have a firealioghce to get it but you do not have to prove
you have anywhere to use it. It is another waguifing too many licences out there when there
are not enough places to shoot. If you do not [ayevhere to shoot -

MrsHISCUTT - Do you mean hunters, as in trophy hunters andtelns, as in cullers?

MsPOOLE - Yes. Cullers that will shoot -
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Mrs HISCUTT - Just a minute, to make it clear for me. Shaptgou are talking about
them being cullers?

MsPOOLE - Not fully. Some of those like to shoot for aadeas well, but ultimately they
will shoot at request. We have crop protectiompeyr where you come and cull them and they
will go hard to do that for you but, yes, they likéead too. That is fine, it is entirely up terth

MrsHISCUTT - Thank you.

Ms RATTRAY - The commercial arrangements you talked abowgs dbat mean you, on
your property, have looked at commercial opportesit Have you found any impediments to
doing that or is that not something you have look&d

MsPOOLE - There is an impediment, it is the law. You amd allowed to do anything
commercial with deer. You cannot charge someoraitoe onto your property to shoot a deer,
because that is commercialisation. You can chdrgm a property entrance fee to come onto
your property but you cannot charge them to comd ahoot a deer, because that is
commercialisation.

What | am saying in my recommendations is that | asking you to look at trying to
commercialise it and put it back to the landownkénve are feeding the deer, give us the right to
let someone, if they are commercial and fit thé doiid they have an avenue for it, let them take
them in preference, put them in a log heap. d fiar better use of it. There are plenty of nugsin
homes there and | am sure they would love the mitids low in cholesterol.

MsRATTRAY - We have heard evidence today about shootersamirs who belong to a
club or an organisation and yet they pay a substdet, in some cases, to go onto a property and
shoot. You said you couldn't do that.

MsPOOLE - If you look in their game plan, it will be catlea property entrance fee. They
pay a fee to enter a property to shoot, and then #ne told they need to shoot others things as
well. That is the grey area. It stipulates in tegulations that there is no commercial avenue for
deer.

MsRATTRAY - So you don't charge your shooters an entrydg@tr property?

Ms POOLE - We do to maintain tracks, the same as most patplelf they don't use the
track very often they will get their money back's kn incentive to get in, shoot what you want
and get out - especially over the wet season.

MsRATTRAY - Otherwise they make a mess on your property.

MsPOOLE - Yes.

Mr GAFFNEY - The culling for 12 months, or 12 months a y@abé able to shoot, what is
the fawning -

MsPOOLE - That's the animal welfare issue, the white elepirathe room.
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Mr GAFFENEY - | understand what you mean about the 12 morihisfrom the animal
welfare concern that there would be a period ofyéer you wouldn't want shooters or hunters to
kill the doe during the fawning period.

Ms POOLE - What's the difference to pouch young in a waltabyhey shoot a wallaby and
pull the pouch young out and tap it on the headu ¥ee the fawn and you shoot it.

Mr GAFFNEY - | suppose that's the issue. |imagine the famitiside when the mother is
out foresting. If you shoot the mother you may albways find the fawn, so the issue that was
raised earlier about welfare would be a concern.

Ms POOLE - Yes, it is, but the other side of that is peopte forgetting there is another
animal welfare issue. From my perspective as @& fawanager, with ewes and lambs, lambs at
foot, when does are dropping their young, theytaking the competitive feed from my stock.
Yet, they are not given that sort of respect. Vet make sure | find enough food for them or the
RSPCA would be onto me, yet everyone is all toulggly about Bambi.

| spend a lot of time on a farm, and a farm tha teer on it. When a fawn is quite small
you will battle to find the doe or the fawn. Shéleed at different hours. When the fawn is
more mobile she will come out and have the fawnfaofrom her. So you shoot the doe, the
fawn will run straight to the mother and you shidw fawn. It's clinical, and there's no more
damage to shooting a doe in the head and shoofeagrain the head; they are both shot dead.

Mr GAFFNEY - The social licence in Tasmania regarding animelfare, to suggest a
12-month-a-year culling season would not be accepyea large percentage of Tasmanians who
would see the fawning as an issue. If it was aentionited period, say nine months, to get over
that, it might be a better way of tackling it.

Ms POOLE - It probably is, but | would like to draw your atition to Forester kangaroo.
They are a big animal, they have a big pouch yoand,there is no restriction on that. You can
tell the difference between a female Forester anhl@ Forester, yet there is no restriction on the
permit to say, 'Do not shoot the females at thieti- and they have this big pouch young that can
be left. | can tell the difference and people vehoot all the time know the difference, too, but
no-one is worried about that. Foresters are whmlbtected; they have full status. Can you not
draw the comparisons? If you shoot the mother $tereyou get the young one and tap it on the
head or cut its throat? What is the differenceSopRe have to open their eyes and look at the
bigger picture.

Mr GAFFNEY - The immediate destruction of an animal so tiere lingering death, as in
starvation or whatever, is different.

MsPOOLE - Generally, if they are there to be shot the favilhbe with the mother.
MsRATTRAY - You have let the elephant in the room out.
Ms POOLE - | thank you very much for the opportunity to appbefore you. Good luck, |

am glad you've got it ahead of you and not me.

THE WITNESSWITHDREW.
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Mr NIGEL DOWNWARD AND Mrs BELINDA DOWNWARD, MAJESTIC FALLOW,
WERE CALLED, MADE THE STATUTORY DECLARATION AND WER EXAMINED.

CHAIR - Welcome to the public hearing of Government Awistration Committee A
inquiring into the wild fallow deer population ire$mania. All evidence taken in this hearing is
protected by parliamentary privilege. | remind yinat any comments you make outside the
hearing may not be afforded such privilege. A copthe information for withesses is available.

If you have not read it or are not aware of thecpss, the evidence you present is being recorded
and theHansard version will be published on the committee websiteen it becomes available. |
advise the procedure we intend to follow todayat firstly, you will be provided the opportunity

to speak to your submission if you so desire. dvalhg on from that, the committee will address
guestions to you seeking information specificalyating to the wild fallow deer population in
Tasmania.

Mrs DOWNWARD - Nigel and | have been involved in deer farmiongthe past 16 years
SO we are very passionate about the issues prddeate today. We believe that the Legislative
Council should not allow the change in legislatiorallow wild shot venison to be sold for human
consumption. We have genuine concerns that thédrdeva decrease in the market value and
guality assurance, as well as the meat hygienalatds. We appreciate the investigation into
these issues.

CHAIR - For clarification, the Legislative Council canradlow legislation to be changed.
We are simply a committee which reports back toltbgislative Council. | am just letting you
know the process.

Mr GAFFNEY - Because you are so heavily involved, could yoplan to us the
legislation around the hygiene? What act doestmsumption of farmed deer fall under? What
are some of the hoops you have had to jump thrémbke able to -

Mrs DOWNWARD - We're not involved directly at the moment in gh®cessing of the
meat; that is the next stage, | guess, in our plre are building up our numbers. With the
Australian Standard for Hygiene and Consumptiois @nly the wild game animal carcasses fit
for human consumption, the meat processing on goemises and things like that. We can't go
and sell the livestock that we have at the moment.

Mr DOWNWARD - The person bringing wild game meat in at the monhto Tasmania can
get the deer shot in South Australia with a rifteai paddock and then brought here for human
consumption, but I'm not allowed to shoot my deerthe paddock and sell it for human
consumption. It has to be killed at an abattoot go through the process that any other meat in
Tasmania does.

Mr GAFFNEY - How many deer do you run at the moment?

Mr DOWNWARD - We have 1500.

Mr GAFFNEY - And who do you sell those to?

Mr DOWNWARD - | am about to start. We have had a few isshissyear like the floods

and everything else with my parents and the drolagttyear. It was hard enough to keep them
alive besides starting and this year is not lookingch better. | have a market for my deer and |
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am about to start but this matter going on aboabshg them in the wild, | personally don't think
it's sustainable. I'm a deer hunter myself andviehshot deer and | can't see it being sustained on
a large scale.

Mr GAFFNEY - Because you have been in this business for Eewhis handy for us as a
committee to understand exactly what you do withrydeer. Will you find a market?

Mr DOWNWARD - | also sell their antlers. | sell every prodotthe deer. | sell some of
the products now. | breed trophy stags - thathatw mainly do - and sell their antlers. That is
what | have been doing for the last five yearsgodd mature stag is worth between $3000 and
$5000 but it has to be a good stag and you hawentdt for probably five or six years to get it to
that stage.

Mr GAFFNEY - Then people pay to -
Mr DOWNWARD - To shoot it. | have this trophy run.
Mr GAFFENEY - On your property?

Mr DOWNWARD - I've got more than one property and | do thiooa of them. | have to
fully fence that property and they are my deei, do whatever | wish.

Mr GAFFNEY - Okay. With the sale of your meat for restawsadbd you sell them the deer
or do they go to the abattoir first?

Mr DOWNWARD - | have to take it to the abattoir and get ingtad and then | can take it
to wherever | want in a chiller trailer. It cant geocessed wherever | wish.

Mr GAFFNEY - At the moment there is an issue in South Austrahere they can shoot
wild deer -

Mr DOWNWARD - In the wild, put it in a chiller, bring it badkere and then sell it for
human consumption. | have to compete with that ileadchot a fair playing field as far as I'm
concerned. Another issue is that there are withhglperiods on a lot of chemicals. You have to
be able to say where your livestock originally cenfieom - sheep, cattle the whole lot. They
have to know where it has come from to where slasightered.

MsRATTRAY - And you have to sign?

Mr DOWNWARD - You have to sign. Here a deer can be out inntiddle of a mixed
paddock and he is sprayed with something with aweek withholding period and he is going to
eat that. Then you shoot that deer and you amgdoi sell that for human consumption? That
blows all that out of the water.

Mr GAFFENEY - How long has it been allowed that we can impeer from South Australia
while we can't here?

Mr DOWNWARD - | can't tell you that information but | belieitehas been happening for a
while.
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Mr GAFFNEY - Have you ever approached the department or utteodties here to ask
why or how that is allowed?

Mr DOWNWARD - No, | haven't. Here in Tasmania we're tryinghwe a clean product
and if you're bringing all that in, how are we meancompete with that? He is undercutting the
people who are selling the meat.

Mr GAFFNEY - For sustainability you are running 1500. Whem ynarket, how many
beasts would you hope to sell in a year?

Mr DOWNWARD - Five hundred.
Mr GAFENEY - What age is the best time to sell?

Mr DOWNWARD - | think around 18 months to two years old is blest time for a deer to
be slaughtered.

Mr GAFFNEY - The does live and are productive until theylaow old?
Mr DOWNWARD - Twenty.
Mr GAFFNEY - With the stags, do you line breed or is it fudire?

Mr DOWNWARD - No, | pick the stags out. A lot of people knowe in Tasmania. | have
gone around to different farms over the years ahg to change the breed. It is the same as
anything else. That brings me to another issueamInot allowed to bring another deer into
Tasmania. Even though | am a fallow deer farmed, @/eryone else can bring in sheep or cattle,
| am not allowed to bring one deer in. The reasdhat they are vermin. If you come to my deer
farm | can walk past them, just the same as angrathitle, sheep or whatever.

Mr GAFFNEY - If we are trying to improve the standard of astgck in Tasmania you
should be able to bring in the proper bucks or doms elsewhere to improve the quality of the
goods.

Mr DOWNWARD - That's right. Another issue is why | broughe @ntlers in today. As
you know, our deer are Dama Dama, as they call th&ms stag | bred myself and he would
have a fair bit of Mesopotamian in him, which i®tally different subspecies. This species here
is on the mainland. To my recollection there hasbeen another deer brought in to Tasmania
since maybe the late 1980s early 1990s. He isoavtiack of that particular species.

Mr GAFENEY - What would a stag with those antlers be worth?

Mr DOWNWARD - As much as someone is willing to pay.

MsRATTRAY - | don't reckon he's going to sell those.

Mr GAFFNEY - No.

Mr DOWNWARD - You can buy them if you want to. Everything laasrice. He is a very
unique stag. He is a hybrid, so to speak.
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MsRATTRAY - My Dad would call him a throwback.

Mr GAFFNEY - | suppose one of your concerns that people tvenedd understand and
appreciate is that if deregulation came about yoarket would suffer a lot because you have
been breeding a quality product for a number ofy&asell.

Mr DOWNWARD - That's right. | have trouble with people poachinow. If you
deregulate the season, | am going to have a lo¢ tnouble. | agree you should still have the tag
system. You should know where that deer has bleet) stherwise you will have Mick jumping
over the fence and once he's left the propertystita

Mr GAFFNEY - You made it fairly clear about human consumptiddo you have any
comment to make about pet food, or haven't yourgiveiuch consideration?

Mr DOWNWARD - No, not about pet food. | am more about the huo@sumption side

of it, with the withholding period on most chemsalA deer will go to a crop, especially in dry
times. He is always after the best food he casiplysfind. They are not so much a face grazing
animal, they are more of a browser. | know prettych everything about a deer because | have
spent a lot of time with them. As far as shootilogs when they're fawning, a doe will plant her
fawn and go down the paddock to graze at nightyolf shoot her mother, the fawn will die a
cruel death. | have seen them sitting here. Elseen them die because their mother has died
and there's not much you can do about it. Itaeual death for a fawn.

Mr GAFFNEY - As to the fencing for your property, what heiglat you suggest, and how
much does it cost for fencing for one of your runs?

Mr DOWNWARD - Thousands. For 200 metres, the wire alone iscxpately $800 a
coil. Itis 1 metre 90 cm high and then you haveave a plain wire above it, so it is 2 metres.

Mr GAFENEY - Are all your stocks bounded with fences?
Mr DOWNWARD - Yes. | would have probably in excess of 10 kiktras of fencing.
MrsHISCUTT - Have you had any escapees?

Mr DOWNWARD - I've had an odd one but they don't often lasglontside. They get
shot. Someone will try to get them. They alwaystd go back to the others. They're a herd
animal, and that is their general nature, they wargo back to the others. If you leave a gate
open, they will go in. | have a couple of good sltlgat will round them up. You're always going
to have trouble with trees falling over, you juahit prevent that, but every time it blows a gale |
get nervous.

Mr GAFFNEY - They say there are about four or five deer fasme Tasmania.

Mr DOWNWARD - There's more than that. There are probably ab2dt but there would
be four or five main operators who have large nusbe

Mr GAFFNEY - Do you guys swap and trade bucks and does, stagbatever?
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Mr DOWNWARD - | have done, yes.
MrsHISCUTT - Is this your Facebook page?
Mr DOWNWARD - Yes.

Ms RATTRAY - | want to explore the uneven playing field fauy business a bit more, if
that's possible. | wasn't aware we allowed Souiktralian produce to come in willy-nilly and
yet we have fairly rigid restrictions on our own Tiasmania. Have you raised that anywhere,
Nigel and Belinda, maybe with your local member?

Mr DOWNWARD - No, we haven't. To be honest, we both work, evektremely busy and
don't have a lot of free time.

Mrs DOWNWARD - | guess this is the next venture. We built up tlumbers - it started
with an interest and a passion of Nigel's and thefa got bigger and bigger. These issues are at
the forefront of our mind at the present minutethsy are things we'll need to investigate further.

Ms RATTRAY - You would potentially be asking the committeeingestigate how that
comes about, how we don't have restrictions onragbetes? | know we have this free trade
agreement between states we have to adhere tombsare if we were trying to send something
to another state and we weren't compliant, theyldvoat want to have our produce in.

Mrs HISCUTT - Just on the back of that, | know we cannot imhppmtatoes because of

diseases. Are you aware of any diseases on thdandithat can potentially come in with meat
like that?

Mr DOWNWARD - | am not aware of any, no.

Mrs DOWNWARD - | guess our point is we think we should be sgllproduct that is
produced in Tasmania and looking after the indubege. As a small business that wants to
expand, we would like to be supported -

MrsHISCUTT - Is there anything to stop you selling your prctdon the mainland?

Mr DOWNWARD - No.

MsRATTRAY - Except that stretch of water and the cost?

Mr DOWNWARD - Yes, and | suppose in our way, we have to thke abattoirs the same
as anywhere else and go through them.

MsRATTRAY - Do you have a home abattoir?
Mr DOWNWARD - No.
MsRATTRAY - But you said South Australia do not have to@art abattoir, they can -

Mr DOWNWARD - They shoot it out in the field, so to speak.isTis in the deer farm.
This is at Watervalley where these deer come frehich is in the south-east, near Kingston.
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They say that they are wild deer - there are ncemold deer. They are behind wire, but it is a
massive set-up, you know what | mean? | think ibm half a million acres, something like that.
Most deer hunters in Australia will have heard cdtérvalley.

CHAIR - Do they send them into Tasmania just in cart@ss or -

Mr DOWNWARD - | presume so, yes.

Mr FARRELL - Just with the South Australian - | do not know duyhave any knowledge
of how they do it, but they are allowed to sell ingzot in the field in South Australia to people.
They do not have the same laws dealing with megiehyg that we do. Is that correct, to your
understanding?

Mr DOWNWARD - | presume so.

Mr FARRELL - That must be handled from South Australia. ljast trying to fathom how
you cannot sell your meat if it is shot in the pacld yet we can bring meat in. | am just
wondering where that whole system falls down. Yaoain market will be Tasmanian
restaurants. Is that -

Mrs DOWNWARD - It will be.

Mr FARRELL - There is no plan at this stage to export?

Mr DOWNWARD - | would export it once | got my name out theteertainly would.

Ms RATTRAY - In relation to the business you have, in whiglogdle come and shoot on
your property, are they guaranteed a set of thdseéRat how it works?

Mr DOWNWARD - You pay for the size of the stag. Say if yountva 250 Douglas Score
head -

MsRATTRAY - That is the Rolls Royce model.

Mr Nigel DOWNWARD - A Rolls Royce, yes, you could say. You will fay -

MsRATTRAY - What is the Commodore model? That will be me.

Mr DOWNWARD - You shoot a 200 Douglas Score for about $80Q@p speak, yes. You
cater for different people, and you will get sone®ple, as the lady here speaking before - they do
not have a property to shoot on. They want to shostag and they have never shot one, then
they come and shoot a stag, and | can cater fgethorts of people.

MsRATTRAY - What if they cannot shoot though, Nigel?

Mr DOWNWARD - | do not think | have had anyone miss yet, sgfeak, but | go with
them.

MsRATTRAY - Itis an experience, really, more than anythitfghey go and they are able
to share your knowledge and take home a trophyedls Vi is more of an experience.
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Mr DOWNWARD - Yes. Some of the stags | have, you would beiwgla long time
around these hills to find them. They have got agehem and they are fantastic animals, you
know what | mean? | have never seen one in thla bhasbig as some | have, and | have been
hunting for a long time. You would have to be hgton the best properties in Tasmania. There
are probably a handful of them that hold these.deer

Ms RATTRAY - We have heard today we need fewer numbers tbejetr quality. How
does that work for your business? If you cannainan that - you do not want to give away your
trade secrets, | understand.

Mr DOWNWARD - To make a good stag grow to his full potentiais the same theory -
you don't let him rut because you can guaranteeuhwill take away 20 to 30 per cent of his
antler potential in the one year. If he ruts realhrd he loses a lot of weight and then he has to
gain that weight back because he doesn't eat nuuchree or four weeks. He will lose a third of
his body weight when he goes through that matme ti

MsRATTRAY - So obviously the rut is the mating?

Mr DOWNWARD - Yes, when they call out and go crazy.

Mr GAFFNEY - So you've got big, depressed deer.

Laughter.

Mr DOWNWARD - You pick out the ones you want to breed with amdome cases |
dehorn them so they don't do any damage to theese@lvthe does. A stag will kill a doe in a
rut. You try to avoid that at all costs.

MsRATTRAY - Is the dehorning process similar to our cattle?

Mr DOWNWARD - Yes. | prefer to do mine in hard velvet. Yandirring them all in the
shed as soon as their antlers finish growing anllysthey're very tender and soft and you cut
them straight off without a crush.

Mr GAFFNEY - What is your main market, is it locals?

Mr DOWNWARD - | sell them all over Australia. They go everyem.

MsRATTRAY - Belinda, where on earth do you put those in ymme?

Mrs DOWNWARD - All over the dining room floor - that's the hold bay - and the shed
and the veranda.

MsRATTRAY - | have seen them mounted on a nice piece ofetimls that normal?

Mrs DOWNWARD - There is quite a demand for them. People beyntlior decorative
purposes for weddings and all different thingsptake chandeliers and things like that. Our
children enjoy collecting them when they are falioff, they race down the paddock to collect
them.
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Mr DOWNWARD - There is a lot of different uses for antlers.

MsRATTRAY - | have learnt so much today, Chair, about thikistry.

MrsHISCUTT - Do you put them on eBay?

Mr DOWNWARD - Yes.

CHAIR - Nigel, to shoot on your property, a person ladsave a gun licence, don't they?
Mr DOWNWARD - Yes.

CHAIR - That's all?

Mr DOWNWARD - Yes. | have a special bit of paper | get froark8 and write out the
permit and what the deer is whatever else so tlagytake their deer home - and my phone
number and all my contact details.

CHAIR - Is the market in Tasmania growing for venison?

Mr DOWNWARD - | think so, more so than 10 years ago. Withtla#ise cooking shows
and everything, a lot more people have taken togatenison. They like to try something
different. Also there are more different ethnickgrounds in Australia now and deer is probably
more to their taste than beef and sheep and oteatsm

CHAIR - My local butcher told me that whatever they hawethe cooking shows, such as
beef cheeks, the following week everybody wantedf lisheeks. If you put deer on there
everyone will want venison.

Ms RATTRAY - Remember when we were kids and nobody wanteththb shank? Now
they are $10 a kilo.

Mr GAFFNEY - To graze deer, how are they in comparison teslaad cattle? Do they do
well?

Mr DOWNWARD - Yes, they do well. They are extremely hardyey are browsers, they
do not just eat grass. At different times, | havet of bracken fern in one place and they wigl di
the bracken fern up and eat the roots. They'renayf animal, they will eat a bit of everything.
They are not totally grass eaters but they dotbkeat some of the better food.

Mrs DOWNWARD - If you haven't got the stock, that's when thgytnp the fence to get
out, but ours don't escape because we've got erfeadtior them.

CHAIR - Do you feed them any hard feed like grain?

Mr DOWNWARD - Yes, I've fed them grain before but you've gotbe very careful
feeding them grain. If you get one that eats tacm like all livestock, it can knock him over
just the same as any other animal. You've goetedry careful. You have to make sure they get
the right portion. With deer, when they have astlen and I've been feeding them grain they can
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cannon into you. They're watching the bloke beliimd to see that he's not going to sniper him,
if you know what | mean. I've had them run into. nTéhey're very unsettled when you feed them
grain.

Mrs HISCUTT - Are there any other recommendations you wolded to make other than
the fact that you don't want to see wild shot vemisold for human consumption? Is there
anything else you would like to add or is that ymain concern being deer farmers?

Mr DOWNWARD - It is my main concern but | believe that the teus are doing a very
good job controlling the numbers at the momentheDthan issuing a few more tags and maybe
lengthening the season and getting a bit betteesscto some of these other areas that aren't
controlled privately for better access for the leusit they're doing a pretty good job. It's notyeas
going out there and shooting deer. You have taugatamn early and they will go back early -
you have to head them off a bit. It's not justhgoout and culling, like wallaby or anything else,
if they get the pressure on they'll know you'rewdgbo

MrsHISCUTT - All abattoirs do the three basics - sheep, eattid pigs - so to do deer, do
the abattoirs have to be specially ticketed?

Mr DOWNWARD - No, you can take them to any abattoir.

MrsHISCUTT - It is just livestock.

Mr DOWNWARD - | have a trailer and in the trailer | have hooksthe back and a chute
with the kill box on. | have a false wall you keglling back so one has to come out and go into
the kill box, then you lift him and put him in ahe falls out and you drop the chute and the next
one will come through. That's the way | operate.

CHAIR - Is there a market for the skin?

Mr DOWNWARD - There's a market for everything. If you can theim tanned the skin is
probably worth $150 to $200. They make furnitune @verything out of that. I've got freezers
full of them. The skins are worth a bit of money.

Mr GAFFNEY - With your stock, would you be able to tell orfeyour deer from -

Mrs DOWNWARD -Nigel knows every single deer by name.

Laughter.

Mr DOWNWARD - | know the stags pretty well but maybe not tbesiso much. | take a
bit of notice. | ear tag quite a few does.

Mr GAFFNEY - | suppose what | am saying is having lookedaairyleer compared to wild
deer or farmed deer from other places, are theiasii stature, size and look?

Mr DOWNWARD - They can vary a bit in size. Some grow bigdemt others, like all
livestock. I've had a couple of exceptional stdgs were probably 10 per cent or 20 per cent
bigger than any other deer | have ever had. It ineisheir genetic make-up.
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MrsHISCUTT - Are the white ones more sought-after for trophy?

Mr DOWNWARD - Yes. As you know, and the hunters would propadll you, there is a
lot of black deer in Tasmania. There are not soyraack deer in the world. Black deer are
probably the most sought after - them and the whitas far as trophies worldwide because
they're not common.

CHAIR - How long does an antler grow before they dragntf

Mr DOWNWARD - They usually finish growing in mid-February ahnldave had them drop
off in mid-September. He usually grows his antlarabout three or four months.

CHAIR - The better the feed, the better the antlet?is i

Mr DOWNWARD - Definitely. And the more mature they get thétdrethey get until a
certain stage and then they can go backwards.

Mrs DOWNWARD -They're all different.

Mr DOWNWARD - You very rarely get two alike. You get some isambut very rarely
two alike.

CHAIR - | am sure members found that very interestiipank you for making your time
available, it is very much appreciated.

Mr DOWNWARD - Thank you.

Mrs DOWNWARD -Thank you.

THE WITNESSESWITHDREW.
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