












THE SUSTAINABLE DATA CENTRE ACTION PLAN4

2.	� Data Centre Investment, 
Operation and Resource 
Use in Victoria

Where Victoria’s settings already differ
As international jurisdictions grapple with the unprecedented resource 
demands of artificial intelligence and digital infrastructure, Victoria 
is establishing a proactive regulatory environment that avoids the 
reactionary measures seen globally. 

The measures outlined in this Action Plan build on Victoria’s robust policy and regulatory settings: 

•	 Acoustic and amenity limits: The Environment Protection Regulations 2021 already impose 
mandatory, statewide noise limits on commercial and industrial premises. Additionally, the 
Environment Protection Authority (EPA) regulates back-up generators through its existing 
Development and Operating Licensing regime.

•	 Water infrastructure cost recovery: Under the New Customer Contributions Framework 
regulated by the Essential Services Commission, large new users are already required to fully 
fund their own project-related water infrastructure costs, protecting existing consumers.

•	 Aboriginal cultural heritage: The Aboriginal Heritage Act 2006 already binds every proponent, 
mandating that a Cultural Heritage Management Plan be prepared and approved by the 
relevant Registered Aboriginal Party prior to the commencement of any high-impact activity. 

•	 Electricity connection costs: The National Electricity Rules already mandate causer-pays 
connection charging. This requires proponents to execute connection agreements and fund 
their own network augmentations, ensuring the existing customer base does not subsidise  
grid upgrades. 

•	 Safety and fire regulation: Independent of the planning process, regulators such as Energy 
Safe Victoria, WorkSafe Victoria, and Fire Rescue Victoria already hold strong, enforceable 
statutory powers over workplace, fire, and electrical safety under their respective acts. 

•	 Planning enforcement toolkit: Beyond just requiring a permit, the Planning and Environment  
Act 1987 provides a substantial existing compliance toolkit for any breach of permit  
conditions. This includes enforcement orders, civil and criminal penalties, and commercial 
benefit forfeit orders.
































