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SELECT_ COM MITT EE appointed, on the 7th day of August, 1896, to consider 
and report 11,pon "The ./}fontagu (Zeehan) Electric Light and Motive Powe1· Bill, 
1896," ( Private.) · 

MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE. 

MR. S-qTTON. 
Mn. W. T. H. Bnciw!<'. 
MR. FENTON. 
Mn. LEATHAM. 

DAYS OF MEETING. 

MR. NICHOLAS BROWN. 
MR. MULCAHY. 
MR. URQUHART. (Mover.) 

·wednesday, August 1~; Thursday, August 13; "'.'ednesday, August 19. 

WITNESSES EXAMINED. 

Mr .. Samuel McClean; Mr. Arthur Charles Parker; Mr. C. H. Westwood; Mr. C. J. Atkins ; Mr. W. H. Burgess; 
Mr. Richard Pitzarthur Waller. 

R E P O R T. 

Y ouR Committee having taken evidence in support of the allegations contained in the Preamble 
-of the Bill, have the honor to report that the said Preamble has been proved to their satisfaction, 
·subject to certain Amendments which the Committee recommend. 

Your Committee, having agreed that the Preamble should stand part of the Bill, then entered 
into consideration of the several clauses, and have the honor to recommend certain further amend
ments and additions.· 

Your Committee have now the honor of submitting the Bill, with the Amendments and 
.additions, to the favourable consideration of your Honorable House. 

D. C. URQUHART, Chair_man. 
•Committee Room, I9tli August, 1896. 
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MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS. 

No. I. 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 12, 189G: 
The _Committee met at 2 o'clock. 
Present-Mr. Mulcahy, Mr. Nicholas Brown, :Mr. Sutton, Mi·. Urquhart, and Mr."'· T. H. Brown .. 
Mr. Urquhart was appointed Chairman. 
The Chairman laid upon the 'fable the Petition praying for leave to liring in the Bill, and also the Petition, 

from (362) residents and persons interested in the West Coast Districts praying that the Bill be passed into Law. 
Resolved, That Couns~l be heard in support of the B\ll. 
l\ir. Arthur Denison Watchorn accordingly appeared, and addressed the Committee in support of the Bill. 
Resolved, That Messrs. Samuel McLean and Charles Hutton ,vestwood be admitted dm:ing the examination of" 

witnesses. : · . 
. Mr. Samuel :i\foClean was called and examined. 
Mr. Arthur Charles Parker, Manager Hobart Tramway Company, was called in and cxaminctJ. 
The Committee adjourned till 2 o'clock to-morrow. · • 

No. 2. 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 13, 1896. 
The Committee met at 2 o'clock. 
Present-l\fr. Urquhart, Mr. N. J. Brown, Mr, Mulcahy, Mr. ,v. 'f. H. Brown, and Mr. Sutton . 
.M:r. Charles J. Atkins was called in•and examined. · 
Mr. ~tkins withdrew. 
Mr. "TiJliam Henry Burgess was called iri and examined. 
Mr. Burgess withdrew. 
Mr. Richard F. Waller was called in and examined.· 
Mr. Waller withdrew. 
The Committee adjourned sine die. 

No. 3. 

WEDNESDAY, AUG US'l' rn, 1896. 
The Committee met at 2 o'clock. 
Present-Mr. Urquhart, Mr."'· T. H. Brown, Mr . .l\-Iulcahy,.and Mr. Sutton. 
The .Mi~utes of last Meeting were read and confirmed. 
The Committee entered into the consideration of' the Bill. 
Preamble. 
Amendments made (Mr. Mulcahy):...:__ 

Page 2, line 51 after "and" by striking out "other" and inserting "its tributary;" 
Page 2, line 9,-after. "Company" by inserting "at and near Zcehan.;" . 
Page 2; line 12, after ""inhabitants" by inserting "of the Town of Zeehan and its vicinity." 

Preamble agreed to us amended. 
Clause I-

.Amendment made (Mr. Urquhart), page 2, line 17, after "The," by striking out "l\:lontagu" . und 
· ins_erting " Zeehan." . 

Clause; as amenderl, agreed to. 
Clause 2--

.Amenclment made (Mr. U rCJnbart.), page 2, line 25, after "Tasmania," by inserting "within a radius or 
Five miles from the Post Office in the Town of Zeehnn." 

Clause, as amended, agreed to. 
Clause 3-

.Amendments made (M'r. Mulcahy):-
Page 3, line 42, after ''Creek" by inserti,ng "and its tributary streams;" 
.Page 3, line 43, after " Tasmania" by striking out "and the waters of ull other streams within a radius of' 

Five. miles from the said Ci·eek ; " 
Page 31 line 45, after "Creek_ and " by striking out "either" and inserting "its tributary ; " 
Page 3, line 48, after "and" by striking out ''other" and inserting "its tributary ; " 
Page 31 line 55, after "taken" by adding -'' at a point to be approved by the Minister; " 

Clause, as amended, agreed to. 
Clause 4-

.Amendment made (Mr. Sutton), 1iage 4, line 12, after "trams" by striking out "tramways;" 
C::lause, as amended, agreed to. 
Clauses 5 and 6 agreed to. 
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Clauses 7-: 

Amendments made (Mr. Sutton):-
Page 4, line 38, after "at a" by striking out "nominal ; " 
Same line, after "rental" by inserting," to be fixed by the Minister." 

Clause, as amended, agreed to. 
Clauses 8 to 26 agreed to. 
Clause 27-

Amendment made (Mr. Sutton), page 8, line li, after "erect" by striking out "telegraph." 

Clause, as amended, agreed to. 
Clauses 28 to 51 agreed to. 
Clause 52-

(No .. 61.), 

Amendments µiade (Mr. Mulcahy):_:_ 
Page 12, line 27, after" Projectors" by biserting "heyond the transformer or point of distribution ; " 
Page 12,. line 28, after "than," by striking out "Two" and inserting " Three." 
Page 12, line 30, after "hundred," by inserting "and fifty." 
Page 12, line 34, after "said," by.striking out "Two" and inserting "Three." 
Page 12, line 36, after "hundred," by inserting "and fifty." 
l~age 12, line 46, after "than," by striking out "Two" and inserting '' Three." 
Page 12, line 47, after "hundred," by inserting "and fifty." 

Clause, as amended, agreed to. 
Clauses 53 to 63 agreed to. 
Clause 64-

Amendment made (Mr. Mulcahy), page 14, line 45, after. "same," by adding "Provided, that no imprison--· 
ment for non-compliance with any order for pay_ment of any money or charges due to. the Projectors shall-. 

· be impo~d." 
Clause, as amended, agreed to. 
Clauses 65 to 76 agreed to. 
Clause 77-

Amendments made (Mr. ~Iulcahy) :-
. Page 171.line 42, after "the," by inserting "First day of' July, 1897." 

Page 17, line 44,_after "the," by inserting "First day of July, 1898." 
Clause, as amended, agreed to. 
Clauses 78 to 84 agreed to. 
New Clauses A. to L. brought up (Mr. Urquhart), read 1° and 2°, and made part of the Bill, to follow· 

Clause 29 :- . 
· "A. The Projectors shall not in the exercise of auy of the powers conferred by this Act lay down any electric, 
]ine or do any other work for the supply of electricity whereby any telegraphic or telephonic line belonging 
to m· under the control of' the Government is or may be injuriously affocted. . 

"B. The Projectors shall not proceed to erect or lay down any wire, conductor, communicator, distributor, 
()lectric line, or other electric apparatus without the approval of the Postmaster-General having heen 
JJreviously obtained as hereinafter provided; and if the said Postmaster-General is at any time of opinion 
that any telegraph or telephone wire is or may be injuriously affected by such wire, conductor, communicator, 
distributor, electric line, or other apparatus, or that the same is likely to become dangerous to the public· 
safety or a public nuisance, the said Postmaster-General may, by notice in writing, require the Projectors to 
rernove such wire, conductor, communicator, distributor, electric line, or other apparatltS, or auy port:oh 
thereof; and if the Projectors do not within Ten .days after service on them of such written notice remove the 
~ame, the said Postmaster-General may remove the same, and recover the expense of such removal from the 
Corporation in a summary manner. . . · 

"C. One month before commencing the execution of any works under the authority of' this Act ( not being
the repairs, renewals, or amendments of existing works of which the character and position are not altered), 
the Projectors shall serve a notice upon the Postmaster-General describing the proposed worb, together with 
a ~Ian of the works showing the mode and position in which such works are intended to be executed, antl 
shall, upon being required to do.so by the Postmaster-General, give him any such further information in_ 
relation thereto as he may desire. . 

"D. The Postmaster-General may in his discretion approve of any such works or plan, suqject to such 
amendments or conditions as may seem fit, or may disapprove of the same, and ·may give notice of such 
approval or disapproval td tbe Projectors. . , 

. "E. If the Postmaster-General fail to give any such notice of' approval or disapproval to the Projectors. 
within One month after the service of the notice upon him he shall be deemed to have approved such works .. 
and plan. 

"F. Notwithstanding anything in this Act contained, the Projectors shall not be entitled to execute any 
such works as above ~pecified, except so far as the same may be of a dest;ription. and in accordance with a 
plan which has been approved 01· is deemed to have been approved by the Postmaster-General as above· 
mentioned; but where any such works, description, and plan are so_ approved or to be deemed to be approved,. 
the Projectors may rause such works to be executed in accordance with such description and plan, snbjeet in 
alJ respects to the provisions of this Act. · 

"G. If the Projectors make default in complying with any of the requirements or restrictions of this Act, 
they shall make foll compensation to the Postmaster-General for any loss or damage which he may incur by 
reason thereof. 

"H. The Postmaster-General may require the Pr~jectors to erect their wires, conductors, communicators,. 
distributors, electric lines, or other apparatus in accordance with the rules and regulations applying to ele,Jtrie 
light ,and power wires as issued by the London Board of Trade, or such modification thereof as may be· 
approved and sanctioned by the Governor in Council. · 

'' I. In the event of any contravention of' or wilful non-compliance by the Projectors or their agents with 
any of the provisions of this Part of' this Act, the Company shall be liable on conviction to a penalty not 
exceeding Ten Pounds for every :lay during which such contravention or non-com1Jliance co.ntinues, or, if the· 
~elegrapl~ic com~unication is wilfully interrupted, not exceeding Fifty Pounds for every day on which such, 
rnterrupt10n contmnes. 

"J. Nothing· in this· Part of this Act shall snqject the P'rojectors or their agents .to a }Jenalty if they satisfy 
the Court having cognizance of the case that an immediate executiob of the work was required to avoid an. 
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accident or otherwise was a work of emergency, and that they· forthwith served on the postmaster or officer 
in charge of the 1iost or telegraph office nearest to the ·place where the work was done a notice of the 
execution thereof, stating the reason for executing the same without previous notice. 
· "K. For the purposes of' this Act, a telegraphic or telephonic line belonging to or nnder the control of the 
Government shall be deemed· to be injuriously affected by a work if telegraphic or telephonic coii1munictttion 
by means of' such line is, whether through induction or otherwise, in any manner affected by such work or by 
any use made of' such work. 

" L. lf at any time the Projectors are dissatisfied with anything done by the Postmaster-Gencrul under the 
alleged authority of this Act, the Company may appeal to a· Judge of. the Supreme Court, who shall deter
mine whether the particular power claimed by the Postmaster-Gener:il is conferred upon l1im by this Act, 
and whether the manner in which the same ]ms been exercised is reasonable and proper for the purpose for 
which it is conferred, and such Judge may make such order as he shall deem necessary to secure a proper 
exercise of such power." · · 

New Clauses M. to Q. brought up (~fr. Urquhart), read 1° a1~d 2°, and made part of the Bill, to follow 
-Clause 60 :- · . · · 

"l\L It shall be !awful for the Mini~ter, with the approval of Parliament, or for the Town Board or other 
local governing body for the time being- of the Town of Zeehan, at any t_ime after the expiration of Twenty
one years from the passing of this Act, by notice in writing, to require the Projectors to sell at the expiration 
of six months from the giving of' such notice, and the Projectors shall accordingly sell to the Crown, or to the 
Town Board or other local governing body aforesaid, the whole or any part of the lands, machinery, and 
works then belonging to the ~rojectors, and which shall ha,·e been acquired, made, or erected t)mler tl1e 
authority of this Act, and all rights, privileges, powers, and advantages connected therewith or appurtenant 
· thereto. · ' 

"N. The amount.of compensation to be paid to the Projectors upon the purchase of' the lands, machinery, 
and works, rights, privileges, powers, and advantages comprised in snch notice, shall not exceed the actual 
cost of' such la.nd and of the bunri. fide constru_ction of such· machinery and works, with an amount added 
equal to Twenty pounds per centum on such cost. 

"0. If the parties cannot agree upon the sum to be paid as the purchase money .of the said lands, machinery, 
and works, the question shall be referred to two or more arbitrators to be mutually agreed upon, or failing 
such agreement the reference shall be made in the manner hereinafter provided. 

"P. If the parties do npt agree upon the ai-1,itrators as aforesaid, the reference shall be made to Four arl,i-
trators, two of whom shall be appointed by each party. . . 

"Q. Upon the appointment of Arbitrators under this Act, whether by mutual agreement or other1visc, they 
shall, before entering on tl\e business of the reference, appoint.by writing under their liands an impartial and 
qualified person to be their umpire." 

'Title amended, after" Company," by inserting" at and near Zee~an." 
Title, as nmcnd.ed, agreed to. 
The Chairman submitted Draft Report, which was read and agreed to. 
"'l'hc Committee adjourned sine die. · · · 



(No. 61.} 

7 

. E V I 1) E N C E. 

WEDNESDAY, 12TJ-I AUGUST, 1896~ 

MR. WATCHORN, (Finlay cind 1Vatch01·n), apvearedfoi· the Promoters, and opened the Case.· 

l. By .11'fr. Mulcahy.-ls it proposed, Mr. Watchorn, to give these rights to this Company -in,, 
perpetuity? Well, yes, p!'actically so. 

2. Is there any provision for purchase by the Government or anyone else ? No ; but the promoters. 
would have no objection· to such a provision being inserted if thought desirable. · · 

SAMUEL McCLEAN, called ancl examined. 

3. By .11Ir. lVatchorn.-What is your name? Samuel McClean. 
4. Yon are a Mining Investor? Yes. 
5. _How long have you known Mt. Zeehan and the vicinity of Zeelum? Between eight and nine· 

years. 
6. Do you know anything of the mining fields a bout Zeehan ? Yes. 
7. We~·e you ever prospecting on the West Coast? 1 Yes. 
8. In this particular part where the water-right is situated? Yes; the creek was named after me .. 

I was prospecting for some time particularly on that part of the field. 
9. Cnn yon describe lhe country in which this creek rises andi through wl1ich it -flows ? Yes ; this. 

plan (produced) shows the creek and its course. 
10. This plan (produced) shows the Town of Zeehan and all the country around for a radius of five-

miles? Yes. · · · 
ll. Yon had this plan prepared to show the Committee so that the Members might see at a glance· 

the mines situated within the raditts. The 'l'own of Zeehan is shown in the centre, and all the country 
shown is within the radius of five miles, the mines included? Yes; (pointing to plan) this is the· 
machinery site, that is the dam site,. both marked in my name (the witness described the. course of the
creek and its branches). It runs up towards the Comstock mine. From the machinery site to the centre , 
of the Town of Zeehan is about 4½ miles in a direct line, which line would cross the dividing ridge and go
towards the Mount.· 

12. ·well, tell the Committee about the Falls and the volume of water? Yes I was camped on this
creek for a considerable time prospecting, and on two 01· three different occasions the Falls drew my attention, 
and the old original M'Lean Company were going to take them up but did not do so. Then I decided to
take up the water-right on my own account. The Falls were very extensive and came down in about three 
jumps (photograph showing the Falls put in). The Falls were about 450 foet vertical by 700 or 800 feet long, 
so you will see the Falls are very precipiJ,ous. Of course thel'e are times in the year when the creek i~ not· 
large, but for nine months out of the twelve there is a tremendous flow of water. 

13. And what is the area of catchment? About 3000 acres, but I don't think you can get a fair idea 
of it from the plan ( explains on plan). I estimate the catchment at 3000 acres, but that is merely a rough, 
estimate. 

14. You have read the Bill now before the Committee? Yes. 
15. You say that for nine months of the yea1· there is sufficient water for the purposes of the Bill?· 

Yes. 
16. Then how would you provide ·water power for the remaining three months? By a conservipg clam 

and a reservoir. :1 

17. Is the site favourable? Yes, most favourable, it is a very fine site. 
18. And the projectors are the owners of the water:rights, the dam site, and the machinery site?

Yes. 
19. And these are the leases-(leases put in) ? Yes. · 
20. And these documents (produced) are the transfers to trustees on behalf of the projectors? Yes-

(transfers put in.) · 
21. Are the leases still in force? Yes. 
22. And are there arrears of rent clue? No arrears ; they are paid up to July, 1897. 
23. 'Will yon explain to the Committee what -works the projectors propose to construct? Yes; a 

large weir or dam, that will conserv:e sufficient waterto qarry out the ,vorking of the whole of the plant. 
24. And that is the plan of the survey made by Mr. Waller (plan put in)? That is the darn itself as. 

marked by Mr. Waller; that (showing spot) is the fall of the creek, and the Falls come right down nearly 
perpendicular. This is a very narrow pass of conglomerate rock, such as is common on the field. It is a. 
magnificent site for a clam, and it can be constructed at a reasonable price, and then can be connected with, 
the machinery. 

Mr. lVatchorn proposed to put in the report of Mr. Waller. 
By tlte Chai-rman.-When we take his evidence, then yon can put it in. 
25. You have a report from Mr. Lee M nrray as to the feasibility and cost of the scheme as far as 

electricity is concerned? Yes. Mr. Lee l\'.Iurrav was.in communication with me on the matter three or-
four months ago. · 
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26. And do you think there is sufficient water at all times to creat~ the electricity required? Yes. 
27. That would be to light the Town of Zeehan am! the mines of the Zeehan field within a radius of 

-five miles, and .to work the mines in operation in that area? Yes. 
28. What would be tbe capacity of the dam? According to measurement, 364,000,000 gallons of 

water; I know the capacity is very large. 
29. How far is the Town of Zeehari from the machinery site? A little over four miles-four and a 

•q trnrter miles I should think, but you can make it more 'on tlie plan by making allowance for deviations. 
30. Now, what is· the estimated cost of the dam, the dynamo, and other machinery, including the 

-.muchinery necessary.to transmit the power to Zeehan? About £7500. We have had it roughly estimated. 
31. Does that include constmction of the dam? Yes; that includes the dam and all the electrical 

machinery required. . 
32. And that is the entire cost? That is the estimated cost according to the reports ·we have had. 
33. By .1lfr. Sutton.-But that won't cover everything-darn, machinery, and everything-'/ Yes, 

-everything except the connections . 
34. Hy 1111'. TVatcho}·n.-That is; so far as the generating is concerned? Yes, but not the distribution • 
35. Then that is, landed at the distribution station? · Yes. 
3o. How do yon propose to raise the capital? Oh, I suppose in the usual way: 
37. Are the contractors for the electrical works likely to give you assistance'/ I belie\'e they will. 

,vhovevPr takes the contract for this wo1·k will, I believe, give assistance. 
38. ·what electrical companies have approached yon as to the works? "\,Vell, the Brnsh Company and 

].fessrs. Siemens B~·others._ . • 
39. Will any proportion ofthe·capital be raised locally? I think the whole of the capital will be 

. raised in Tasmania. 
40. Will any be raised at Zeehan? Well, the Zeehan people have subscribed so far, and _some of 

-them will be able to go further. Of course; there are not may wealthy men there, but a ce'rtain proportion 
will turn tip as subscribers. · 

41. Are the people o,f Zeehan in favour of the scheme for lighting? Yes ; mid if this Bill had not 
·been gone ori with-if they had been put ofl~ as before-they would have adopted a scheme for lighting 
the town with electricity by steam power. They :wanted it especially for lighting the streets. 

42. What do you mean by being put off? Well, the old Australasian Rights Purchase Company, 
that Company's operations were put.off. I was there about two years ago, and as that company ditl not 

.'go on some of the people of Zeehan were going to put up steam works to supply electricity to light the 
town and the houses. They were sick of kerosene, especially in the large houses, and said it. would pay 
them to put up a steam' plant of their own to generate electricity, especially for many of the houses in the 
main street. I told them we intended going on· with this scheme, and should do om· utmost to get it 
·through the Honse, aud that if we succeeded we should light the town with electricity by means of water 
·power. 

43. Do you think it would be conducive to the development of mining to install the electric light there? 
Yes, certainly. , - · 

44. Do yoµ think it would be a convenience to the inhabitants? Decidedly; they are most anxious 
1:o have it down there . 

45. How would it be beneficial? Well, first to the townspeople for lighting their houses and the 
streets as well. The ";eather is very wet there and the streets are sloppy, and the want of street lamps 
was bud where rhere was so much mud. It would be a gTeat convenience to have the streets lit up with 

,electricity. Then, no doubt, there would. be a great future for electricity as a motive power, an\l there 
·would be a big future for it in 'l'asmania in course of time. I believe ere long we will be able to work·our 
.motive power by electricity instead of steam ; it will be far less expe~sive. · 

46. By the Cftainnan.-I observe there is no time mentioned in the Act for starting the work'/ 
ll1r. Watc!wi-n.-N o, it is left blank. I should suggest inserting the 1st September, 1897. 
47. B.11 the Clwirman.-What time would be reasonable to give you: do yot1 think twelve months, 

-or, say, to 31st Decomber, 1897? Yes, I think that date would do. 
48. Then you have to expend not less than £2000 on the works within twelve months after that? 

Yes, that is the money. Well, we don't want to hang the thing up, and the quicker we can get to work 
·the better we will like it. 

·. 1111·. TVatclwrn-W e intended to propose 30th September, 1898-that is, we will start the works 
·within twelve months, and expend the sum of £2000 within nine months from that time. 

49. By the Clwirrnan.-Do you know the feeling of the Town Board of Zeelian on this matter? 
Yes, I have consulted with them. . 

50. Are they in favour of it? All are'particularly in favour of it. Every one I have spoken to is in 
-favour of it. · 

. 51. And I understand you want these concessions in perpetuity? Yes, I suppose that is the usual 
-~~ . . 

52. By J.1:fr. llfulr:ahy.-What water-powei· do you uow hold? · Ten heads. 
53. And what proportion is that of the average water iil the river or creek? I suppose that is nearly 

the average, and at all events we can get it by conservinO', Of course there is nothing like that in the 
·summer time, while at times I·suppose there miO'ht be o;er a hundred heads. 

54. Are you asking, then, for the whole of' the water-power which you now hold in the district? I 
·don't think so ; we are asking for the whole of the water in this creek. · 

55. And all the water-power within a radius of five miles of the town of Zeehan? "'' ell, there is no 
,other water-power there that can be got.· . 

56. Still you ask in the Bill for all the water-power within a radius of five miles? Yes, we take in 
. all the streams that feed the river. 

57. Will that involve interference ·with any other persons ~m that creek? · No, I don't think so. 
58. Will it interfere with any other mininO' property? There is -no othe1· mining property· at work 

·where the dam site will be. 
0 

· 
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59. But there may be some in the future? There might be; at the same time there is little probability 
of it, for all the prospecting likely to be done there has been <lon!:) long ago. I was myself camped on the 
creek for a· considerable time, and prospected every hole and corner- there in · search of minerals, and did 
not find any. - · · 

60. But if a mineral discovery were made on that stream below its source, and we allow you to take 
the water, would not your rights interfere with the min·eral-holders lower .down? In any case we• would 
have the first rights as the original applicants. 

61. :For how long? I suppose as long as the rent was paid. 
62. I believe twenty-one years is the extent of the lease? Yes. 
63. A.nd now you want it for u 11 time? Yes, that is the custom. I presume when the lease is up, 

the conditions being complied witl1, it would be renewed. 
; 64. J suppose the carrying out of the work will depend on your floating the company and getting the. 

capital? Yes ; but we can't go on until we get the Bill. , 
65. You have not the money yourselves, but vou will endeavour to float a company to carry the work 

on? Yes, that is the usual course. • 
66. I see the date of deposit as security for completion of the work is that you shall pay up th~ 

amount within six months of the passing of the'A.ct. Have you, as promoters, sufficient confidence in the 
scheme to make the deposit as soon as the A.et is passed? Yes, I think so; 

67. Would you be willing to have 'that alteration made in the Bill, to pay the deposit immediately on 
the passing of the A.et, say in a month ? Yes, I don't i_think there would be any objection, but certainly to 
pay in a month would be giving a ve1·y short time. · 

68. I ask because I want to know whether you have enough fa_ith in your ability to form the com
pany? Yes, that is correct ; but it is a very short time indeed. You can't move in the formation of a 
company like this until you have got the Bill through Parliament. If the promoters have to put up £500 
within a month it is a very short time. Some of the other witnesses will be able to enlighten you on 
that point better than I am able to do. I can only say that 1 am satisfied that if the Bill passes the 
company will be formed. · 

fl9. With regard to the time of commencing, I see that-the people of Zeehan are anxious to have the 
electric light as soon as possible, and yon say they were prepared to erect a steam-engine at once to generate
electricity : under the cil'cnmstances don't you think it rather long to ask for twelve months before 
beginning your works? Well, I look on that as a mere matter of form. We want to commence as soon 
as we can, so _as to get the light before next winter. 

70. A.re you willing to do that? As far as I am concerned, I am willing to do it. 
71. Can you supply that information from the promoters as a body? I should think so. 
72. Yon say you have consulted the members of the Zeehan Town Board in a private capacity only. 

Yoh have not written to the Town Board on it? Yes, I have talked to them personally, and they are
\villing. 

73. That is, they have not expressed an adverse opinion about it? No, they are all anxious to· have--' 
~li~~ ' 

74. There is no resolution of the Town Board in favour of this Bill? I don't think so. The Town ' 
Board will require to have a Bill passed through to enable them to make use of the light. I believe the
matter is now under the consideration of the Attorney-General, and I believe it will require a special 
Bill to enable them to use the light when it is up. 

75. There it1 no clause in the Bill to enable either a local body or the Govern'ment to purchase the 
plant, should it be thought desirable, by arbitration. or otherwise : would there be any objection to that 
being put in? I don't think so. _ 

76. By Jlfr. N . .T. Bromn.-W ould there be any objection on the part of the promoters to provide, 
say in Clause 69, in a similar way as it is usually provided in Railway Bills, for the purchase of the 
undertaking by any local authority, on adding a certain percentage on the cost? That is what Mr. Mulcahy 
was speaking of. There would be no objection to that at all that I can see. . 

77. A.re you aware that the Australasian Rights Purchase Company have a Bill now before Parliament 
seeking a renewal of their powers under their A.et? Yes. · 

78. In what way would a renewal of the powers granted to that company affect the interests of the 
promoters under this Bill? Well, it would affect us considerably if their powers were renewed again. It 
would be running two companies where there is really only pnsiness suflicient for one. 

79. As a matter of fact if the rights of the Australasian Rights PuJ"chase Company are revived as at 
present proposed they would be interfering with the supply of water that you are expecting to operate on?" 
No, there could be no interference with the water supply, but it would interfere with 'the profits of the 
undertaking. · · 

· 80. It would interfere with your market for light and power? Yes, and it would not do for two 
companies to run the show for such a town as Zeehan. . 

81. It is said that you should return the water to the river, creek, or stream from which it is taken. 
. Would there be any objection to a clause to provide that the water should be retumed to the stream_, and 

that the conditions should be fixed by some authority, say the Minister of Lands? No, there wo,uld be no 
objection to that so long as yon don't ask us to run it up hill again. . 

82. That would be absurd, of course, bat it might affect the water supply or the mterests of the 
inhabitants farther down the stream? There· would be no objection so far as I am concerned. 

83. By Mr. Sutton.-You tbink the cost of the plant would be £7500: did Mr. Lee Murray give 
evidence to that effect? Yes, he has. · · 

84. ·will there be any evidence given here as to Mr. Lee Murray's report? I believe so. 
Jl1.r. TVatchorn : There will be expert evidence on that point. 
85. By J:lr. TVatclwrn.-Look t"tt the second part of Clause 3. Mr. Mulcahy asked you about the 

rights of others; . yon see the provision made at line 50-" Provided that nothing herein contained sh~ll 
abrogate any existing rights vested in any person or persons to take, divtwt, or appropriate any of the said 
·waters." Is that sufficient? Yes, we will not interfere with any existing rights. 
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86. And unde1· Section 9 there is protection given wi to the rights of other people: "In case a~y such 

··lease as aforesaid comprises any Crown land previously leased, then such lease flhall not affect the rights of 
the first lessee, except so far as may be necessary for canying- out the objects of such lease, and the first, 
lessee may accordingly exe1·cise all powers conferred upon him in. respect of the land previously leased." 
That protectt1 lessees? Yes. · 

87. And Clause 12 provides for payment of ~ompensation before works ·can be constructed through or 
over previously leased land? Yes. . 

88. And in Clause 21: "The projectors shall make compensation in manner hereinafter provided to all 
persons lawfully claiming any right to the·nse of any water taken, or diverted, or approp1·iated by the 
:projectors under the authority of this Act, 01· lawfully interested in any private land other than land 
purchased by the projectors in or upon which any waterworks may hereafter be constructed" and so on. 
'These Clauses protect all interests? Yes, fully; I know that all rights have been protected under the Bill. 

ARTHUR CHARLES PAR KER, called and ewamined. 
. ~ 

89. By J.li·r. TVatclwrn.-What is your name? Arthur Charles Parker. 
90. What are you? I am Manager of the Hobart Electric Tramway Company. 
91. And you are an Electrician ? Yes. 
92. What experience have you had in electrical work? Well, I have had fifteen years' experience in 

,all parts of England, on the Continent, and in Hobart. 
93. Have you read the Bill before the Committee? Yes. 
94. Have you read Mr. Lee Murrny's report and Mr. Waller's report? Yes. 
95. Assuming that a fall or head of water is ,140 feet, and that the theoretical horse-power available, 

say for a turbine, is 670, what do you consider would be the brake horse-power applicable for working u 
dynamo or a Pelton wheel, and will you describe the process? Yes. A turbine and a Pelton wheel are 
the same, or rather a Pelton wheel is an improved turbine. The brake horse-power is the effective horse
power when acting on the turbine. The theoretical horse-power is worked 011t by figures, and is merely 

·nominal, but the effective horse-power is the actual power you get from water running through the turbine, 
allowing of course for loss, and is determined by a brak~ on the shaft of the turbine. 

96. In this case what would be the brake horse-power? Well, Mr. Waller puts it down very low,· 
I calculated it otit that we might get 30 per cent. above Mr. Wailer's figures with the water he has 
available. 

97. And what results did you arrive at?, Well, I made it out into electrical horse-power at Zeehan. 
98. Yes, but what would be the brake horse-power at the turbine? I could not tell now. I can tell 

_you the electrical horse-power at Zeehan. Yes, I will tell you, I made it about 510 horse-power I ·think, 
at the turbine-I don't remember what Mr. Waller said now. · 

99, And with that brake horse-power you could transmit such an amount of electrical horse-power ·to 
Zeehan a~ would supply Zeehan and the mining fields at Zeehan for a radius of five miles around the town 
-of Zeehan? Yes, we could get in Zeehan, which is a distance of about five miles, from 360 to 370 lwrse-
,power. 

100. And what electrical horse-power would be required to light the town of Zeehan alone? I could 
not say. I do not know the area of Zeehan. Mr. Murray said 100 horse-power would be enough to light 

. Zeehan. 
101. Mr. Murray's report reads 100 electrical horse-power; this permitted of 1250 ;;ixteen candle

power lamps being lighted at one time, or 2500 eight candle-power lamps-is that right? Yes. 
102. Assuming that 1250 sixteen candle-power lamps or 2500 eight candle-power lamps were going, 

what amount of electrical energy would be required'to give that many lights 1 I should think about 100 
horse-power in Zeehan. . 

103. So 'that if the energy at Zeehan is wliat you said you thought it would be, there would be quite 
· 250 horse-power left for other purposes besides lighting Zeehan ? Yes. · 

104. Would that be sufficient for working the leading mines of the Mount Zeehan Field? Well, I 
don't know how many mines there are there ; but if you have 250 horse-power to work on that area, it is 

.a large horse-power, and would give a great amount of electrical energy. 
105. 'l'hat you say is a large h'orse-power? Yes, and I consider that the figure::: are under-estimated. 
106. Have you gone into calculations as to the head of water. Assuming 450 feet effective fall, how 

many cubic fert of water per minute would be required to create the horse-power necessary? No; I have 
·not gone into the calcdlation, but I should say about 800 cubic foet per minute. With 250 cubic feet per 
minute you would get 150 electrical horse-power with the fall that there is there. 

107. W~ get this, then. There would be 350 electrical horse-power available at Zeehan for clistribn
·tion by our transformers; that 100 horse-power would be sufficient to light the electric lamps for the town, 
and that then there would be available for other purposes 250 electrical horse-powe1·? Yes ; hut it is not 
necessary you should" send the whole 350 horse-power to Zeehan in order to distribute it. Suppose you 
have a line to the south : you can put on 100 horse-power to Zeehan, and distribute the other 250 horse
power wherever vou like along your lines. 

108. Yon are not hound to send it all in the same direction? Oh, no. . 
109. What machinery do you •consider ,vonld ·be required? · Well, yon would want high tension 

:generators . 
llO. On what system? Well, I should advise the alternating current system. · 
lll. You have an idea, of course, of'the physical features of the creek,-you know the Falls? No. 
112. Suppose the Falls to be 450.feet high, with a dam on the top and the machinery under it, what 

machinery would be required to develop the· powe·r of the Falls ? Well, you would want n turbine and an 
,alternating 'current dynamo. 
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113. And an exciter? Well, that is· a part of the dynam·o ma.chinery. ·. 
114. And what machine·ry would you require at the distributing station·? You would want trans'

formers, switches, and minor apparatus. 
115. And what would be the output of electricity in volts or amperes-explain the terms, please·? 

You mean to get a certain horse-power at Zeehan? 
116. Yes? The voltage, that is the pressme, would be constant. At the Fall you may .get 2600· 

volts, and 2000 at Zeelian. · 
117. And th_e amperes? Well, to get 360 horse-power you would require about 135 amperes at a,bove· 

-voltage. 
It is the quantity of current passing alo1ig 'the 118. By tlte Cltairman.-What is an ampere'! 

conductor per second. 
1'19. By 1111". 1'f'atclwm.-The voltage would be about 2fi00? Yes. 
120. And what the amperes? Ah, that depends upon the number of hor§e-powe1· you require hi 

Zeehan. • You "·ould want, to light the town, about 45 amperes. 
121. But you would not take all the power to Zeehan ? Not necessarily. If you had a line ·on the

way, you would take it off and send it where you want it as you go along. You are not bound to go 
to Zeehan and then come .back. 

122. Then I understand if Zeehan r'eqnired 100 horse-power, and yon have 250 horse-power left, you 
are not bound to go to Zeehan and then bring it back? Oh, no. 

123. Have you perused Mr. Lee Murray's estimate of the machinery? Yes. 
124. Do you consider that reasonable ? Yes. · 
125. Would it be sufficient for the work? For lighting up Zeehan, yes, but not if you go in for other· 

work. You could not supply power to a mine, but you could light up Zeehan on this estimate. Mr. Murray 
seems only to have quoted for lighting up Zeehan. · 

. 126. Mr. Murray there has given the cost of the machinery necessary for 350 horse-power effective
energy at Zeehan? Oh, no. From this estimate l\fr. Murray- concluded that you would get from 100 to 
120 effective horse-power. 

127. I, ask if the rest of the energy would not be available for working and lighting the mines?· 
It would be if the machinery were increased. · · 

128. I understand that 350 effective .horse-power would be produced available for working the· 
mines? Oh, no. 

129. '.l'hen that is the cost of machinery for lighting the town of Zeehan only?· Yes. 
130. What is the amount? £4500. · · 
131. Ancl what. would· be the cost of the machinery necessary to light up Zeehan and also to supply

power to the mines? 1 could not tell you that now. That would depend on the number of mines and 
power to be supplied. . 

132. By the Cltairmnn.-What would be the co~t of a plant suitable to distribute the whole :-150, 
horse-power?. I could nqt tell you that. That would depend on where it has to be distributed. 

133. Would it be a benefit to the· inhabitants of Zeehan to have the electric light? Oh, certainly. 
134: Suppose the average cost of- working the mines to be £65 per horse-power per annum, could 

not motive power _be supplied by electricity at a much cheaper rate? I should say so, but I canHot give, 
any figures now, because I have not the particulars to work from. 

135. Could motive po_wer be supplied by electricity at a cheaper rate than £65 per horse-power pe1· 
annum? Yes, I could do 1t cheaper Jiere. . 

136. How long would it take to construct the ·water machinery and the electric works for lighting the 
town of Zeehan? I c~n't tell you in regard to the water plant, but as for putting down the electrical 
plant itself, I could do it in two months. · , · · 

137. By Jlb·. JWulcahy.-Electric energy is, I understand, very much used now for mining purposes?:· 
Yes. 

138. And economically used? Yes. 

CHARLES WESTWOOD, called ancl examined. 
139. By JJf,·. TYatclwrn.-What is your pame ?. Charles Westwood. 
140. What are you? I am a legal manager of mining companies. 
141. Are you secretary and manager to the projectors of this company?. I am. 
142. Have you read the Bill 1· Yes, I have. 
143. Do you know if the people of Zeehan want the electric· light? Yes; I have seen several or 

them, and they all say they are anxious to have it. That is also evidenced ·by the petitions sent up, and I 
know there are a lot more to come which missed last mail. That'was further instanced also when the scheme 
was first brought forward. I acted as one of the company who got people people to go into it, and over 
£100 was at once subscribed towards the money required to get the Bill through Parliament by the· 
inhabitants of Zeehan. Tlie amalgamated mining associ;itions have also taken an interest. I have s~en a 
large number of the inhabitants, and all are exceedingly anxious that the electric light should be esta~hshed 
at Zeehan. I can alw state that if this Bill had uot · gone on several establishments were s-omg to
combine together to find an electric plant to be driven by steam-power to light the place, but knowrng that 
this Bill was coming forward they agi·eed to do nothing in that way for the time being. 'l'he Town Board 
of Zeehan has also taken the matter up, and I think they passed a resolution, which was passed conseq'.1ent· 
upon this Bill being bro~ght before .the House, asking that. the Town Board should have th~ power to hg~1t 
the town by electricity. That resolution has Leen forwarded to the Attorney-General to be_ rncorporated m 
the Bill which is shortly coming before Parliament. I am almost certain of that, because I telephon.ed_ to 
the Attorney-General a·few minutes ago and asked if lie had received a copy of the resolution, and he !nm-
self replied that he had, and was considering it. It was consequent on this Bill being brought fonvanL 
that they proposed the resolution. · 
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144 .. From what quarters did the petitions come? The petitions came mainly from Zeehan, a good 

many were from Hobart, and ·some from Melbourne. Another petition is now on the way from Melbourne, 
and there is one signed by the Hobart Stock Exchange. In some of the companies I am connected 
with they are very anxious that the electric light should be brought in. 

145. Have many of the Zeehan people intimated their intention to take shares? Yes, they are 
willing to take shares, because. I have had to refuse money from persons who knew the Bill was going on. 

146. And the amalgamated mining associations liave taken shares? Y_es, and also some of the 
Secretaries have taken shares on their own account. 

147. Do you know what prospects the projectors have of raising the capital required? ·From the 
promises received I don't think there is .the least doubt about raising- the capital ; if it is not raised in 
Tr.smania it can be easily obtained in Melbourne or Sydney; from Hobart I have received a great many 
applications asking if I could let them have a share i_n the original_ company. I had to refuse. I could 
have floated the company ovei· again. 

148. You heard Mr. Mulcahy ask Mr. McLean whether, if the conditions in the Bill were altered in 
reference to the deposit, the projectors had sufficient confidence in the scheme or in the people raising 
money in that way-suppose they did not, do you think the projectors would raise the money amongst 
themselves if they could not float a company? From the men who have gone into it I have no doubt they 
could raise the money amongst themselves. As to paying up the £500 within a month, I think that 
could be done. I don't think there is a doubt that it could be done, but it is usual, I think, to give more 
time. 

149. If the projectors failed to float the company would they find the money amongst themselves ? 
I think so ; at all events I a'lll sure they could get it. I have been approached already by the Brush 
Electric Lighting Company and Siemens Brothers, offering to do certain things. . 

150. Do you think the electrical engineering companies would be likely to as~ist? I think so, 
nndoubtedly. · 

151. You are a manager of mining companies. Do you think it would be a saving to have electricity? 
Yes. I reckon tbat it would save 30 to 50 per ·cent. in the cost of lighting and firing if we could 
drive by electricity. 

152. By Mr . .1.11.ulcaliy.-Is the resolution of the Zeehan Town Board in evidence? No, I think 
. not. 

153. Will yon submit it in evidence? 
through the Chairman of the Committee. 

Mr. Watchorn said they had not got it, but it could be obtained 

154. By llw Chairman.-Has this Bill been?advocated by the Zeehan press? Yes. 
155. There has been no resolution of the Town Board to object to it? None whatever. 
156. B'I/ JJJ,r. 1Wulcahy.-Can you give us the words of the resolution: of the Town Board? No, 

but I can get it for you. The Attorney-General has just said that he has received the resolution, and he 
has been asked that some clau~e to give effect to it should be inserted in a Bill, either to give them power 
to purchase. or allow them to light the town by eler.tricity. I believe a clause is being inserted in the Town 
Boards Act that would be consequent on the request of the Town Board of Zeehan. I believe that .Mr. 
Monisby moved a similar resolution at the Conference of the Town Boards held recently at the Town 
HdL . 

157. But that is a general resoluti!)n to be inserted in the Town Boards Bill? Yes, but it is 
consequent on their action. 

158. I wanted to bring out whether the Town Boarcl, as an official body, has recognisecl or approvecl of 
this Bill? I could not sav that, I don't know. 

159. By 1Jfr. JVatchorn.-The resolution you refer to is in favour of the use of electrical power being· 
made general-it is not in favour of any particular company? It was pa,ssed, I think, conseciuent on the 
steps taken by this particular company. . 

lo0. By .1.1:fr . .1.Wulc,ah:1J--But you are not in a position to give evidence as to that? I can say that 
it was on our suggestion that the power was asked for : the resolution was passed on that. 

161. Suppose the Committee think it advisable that the deposit money should be paid within three 
months, do you think it certain that could be done ? Oh, yes. 

The Committee adjourned until 2 o'clock to-morrow. 

THURSDAY, 13TI-I AUGUST. 

CHARLES JAMES ATKINS, called and examined. 
162. By J.1ir. T-Vatclwrn.-What is your name? Charles James Atkins. 
163. What is your occupation? I am a fiuancial agent ancl sharebroker. 
164. Are yon not one of the projectors of this Bill? Yes. . 
165. Have you read the Bill'! Ye~, I have. . 
166. What prospects have the promoters of being able to raise the capital necessary to carry oat the 

,rnrks? The capital requirecl, as told by three experts, is £10,000; I think that amount can be obtainecl 
within a reasonable time. ' 

167. Do you think, on authority being gi_ven, it is likely the capital will be raised? Yes, I think 'so. 
I think the promoters will help to raise it here, and they al;;o intend to apply for capital in Victoria. 

168. Do you think the scheme feasible? Yes, I do. I think the company is so fair a thing that I 
do not think there will be any. difficulty in getting- the money subscribed. 

169. Do you think six months a reasonable time to allow for finding- the· £500 deposit? I think so . 
. I think we ought to be able to get the whole thing arranged in six monthto. On .the Stock Exchange we 
think matters are fairly good, but prospect"/ are variable 1at all times, and you should give a fow m·onths 
to enable us to choose the best time for putting the compai1y on the market. . · 
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170. By ]Jfr. N. J. Bromn.-With respect to Clause.77 of the Bill, you will observe that £500 as 

stated is a deposit as security for the due construction of part of the works authorised by the Act within 
two years from its pailsing : can you explain why that word should be used, or why only the construction 
of part of the works should be secured? I belie_ve we shall be required by law to spend £2000 on the 
works 'up to that point. That means that when we have expended £2000 then the £500 guarantee money 
will be handed back to us. ' 

171. Yes, but it is stated that on the completion of the works to the satisfaction of the Minister, &c. : 
should not the company be bound more strictly as to the completion of the works in a specified time. Do. 
you at the present time see any objection to the wording of the Act being so altered as to compel tl~ 
company to wholly complete the works in a certain· defined time'?. Personally I think we are giving a 
good deal in laying down £500. I don't see why the time should be defined, and I don't see why the 
words should be put in. It dejJends on the meaning of '' completed." ,v e never might get the works com
;pleted, because we might keep putting works on to them from time to time. I don't think it would be fair 
to ask us to leave the deposit until the works are completed.· If we :;:pend £2000 on the works, surely that 
should be sufficient, and the security money might then be withdrawn. For our own interest we would 
~go on with and finish the rest. 

172. I want you to put a reasonable construction on my question. WJ1en I say completio~ I mean the 
-completion of the works so far as the stage of actually supplying light and power to those who you expect 
to be your customers ; otherwise the works might be allowed to lie partly completed for an indefinite time !0 

Well, personally, I should not be inclined to allow the deposit money to be left beyond the time when the 
£2000 is expended. . . . 

173. By tlie O!iairman.-I take it what Mr. Brown means is this: you expend the £2000 on only 
part of the works, and we want to know what limit of time you require to carry out the rest, that is, to 
carry out the purposes of the Act? I said I hoped by that period the works would be complete. 

174. Would a limit of three years suit you? Oh, I am not an expert in such matteJ"s; you had better 
ask someone else. 

175. How long would it tak~ you to place ihe plant up to 350 electrical horse-power at Zeehan? I 
don't know. I l:lhould prefer the clause to remain as it is. As soon as we have arranged for the capital we 
,shall push on the works as rapidly as we can. Next winter we should be in a position to supply .the light. 
We shall lose no time in commencing operations with the dam, and other works, installation and so on, 

. will go on simultaneously. The'whole thing should be in working operation by next winter. 
176. By Jrir. N. J. Bromn.-But you prefer not to be bound to time? Well, we might pay the 

deposit and not get the capital. It is a serious matter to have to lay down £500 and then to be bound to 
-completion by a certain time. ·we might get £2000 worth of work done, and then from some unforeseen 
cause the scheme might be hindered on the way. We don't expect that, but it might be so. 

177. I presume you see that security is to be required for the completion of the work-that is, the 
-deposit of £500-and that security would cease and .determine after you had expended £2000 in the part 
construction of the work: that is, the only security held by the Government would cease, after they had 
handed over the £500 deposit? Yes, but by that time we shall have done four times that amount of work. 

l 78. Yes, but there is then nothing to prevent the dangers of delay afterwards and the suspension of 
the work for an indefinite time? We should not be likely to do that after spending £2000. 

179. But you might be delayed afterwards? We should not be likely to expend £2000 unless we · 
;got the capital, and if we did get the capital then we should certainly go on with the work. 

180. By Mr. Jlfolcaliy.-The promoters, I presume, all fully believe in the scheme? Yes, we 
believe the scheme will result in a modest profit. 

181. But they don't intend to carry it out themselves? Well, £10,000 is a very large sum to risk. 
182. Then you don't intend to carry this 011t yourselves ? No, we don't. . . 
183. Then your going on will be contingent on your floating the company-you wont carry the work 

-0ut if you don't? No, at least so far as I am informed at present. 
184. And if you get thes\) rights from Parliament.you expect, of course, to make a little m<:>ney out 

-of it? I suppose that will be the intention; we can't say it is a golden thing, but we think it may result 
in a modest profit. . · 

185. You don't mean that out of the electric light and power you will derive a profit, but you hope to 
_get a profit on the fl~ating of the Company in the shape of paid-_up shares : is that sq? Yes, that is it. 

186. And if the Promoters get these rights from Parliament, they will be of money value to them ? 
Yes, I suppose so. 

187. And under these circumstances will the Promoters be ready to pay the deposit when the Act is 
passed, say in a month or so? I could not say. I don't think we should be penalised in that way. I 
ihink if we set this g:oing we should not be tJ"eated as if we had committed some offence. 

_188. I don't mean to penalise you. In what time would you pay? I don't think we should be made 
io forfeit until we get a fail' time to carry the scheme out; until we get a fair chance. 

189. I don't mean anything about forfeit. Would you pay the deposit in a month? A mouth is far 
too short a time; there would be no time to look round. 

190. Welt say two months? Say six months. 
1,91. That is what you are asking in the Bill? And it is little enough time. 
192. I want to te_st the bona .fides of the promoters, I want to see will they raise the money, in a mo_nth 

or two months. I mean to pay the deposit in that time? I should like ·six months. We have to chance 
the best time for putting_ tlie thing on the market, and getting the money. Now I think November and 
December are about the best months for this sort of thing. I should not like to rush it on the market this 
month, for instance. · 

193. Well, I will put it another way. Do you think it fair that the promoters should be put in the 
· position of taking rio risk at all except the risk of getting the Bill throug-h Parliament?· We all take risk. 
I intend to subscribe to the undertaking and'the others will do so as well, in fact I· shall do more than 
under ordinary circumstances I should wish to do to help this scheme forward. That sorfof thing is more 
often done by promoters thari the outside public are aware of. · · 
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194. I suppose the promoters.will have no objection to a reasonable price being paid to the Government 

for the water they require unde1· the Bill? I might say there would be no objection. I am not aware but. 
that the payment Mr. M'Lean makes now under the rights he holds would be continued. Of course we· 
should pay under that. There is provision under Clause 81 of the Bill ,vhich secures the· payment for· 
water in the manner provided in the Mineral Lands Act. 

195. Is there any official Chairman of Promoters who could give direct and definite information as to• 
the payment of the deposit; each witness so far has only g·iven his own opinion, and the Promoters could· 
not be bound bv such evidence? I don't think the Chairman could bind the Committee. 

196. Coultl you not have a meeting and see whether you could agre·e to some term? If it came 
before the Committee I think the majority ivould be :.igainst shortening the time fixed fo the scheme ;· 
namelv, six months. · . · 

197. They wonld practically like to have these rights accorded _them ,vithout ·any risk to themselves 
beyond the cost of putting the Bill through Parliament? Well, yes, you may put it so. We have spent
money outside the cost of getting the Bill through, and we shall have ·to spend money in trying· to float 
the Company. We have already -paid money down, and I don't think it should be asked that we should be· 
fined £500 just because we undertake to get up this Company. 

198. I don't mean that at all; you put a mistake1i interpretation on my words, that is not my meaning?:_ 
If we failed to get the capital- we should forfeit. the money ; we should not go on if we did not thiuk we· 
could get the capital. · 

HJ9. It is practically a tentative proposal then? Yes; I suppose so. 
200. By ilfr. TV. T. H. B1·oron.-You say you have spent money already? Yes, in water-rights and: 

~~~~~ ' 

201. And you are still spe11ding money? Yes, money is still going out. 
202. And what amount of money do you think you will pt1t in the works in the next. six months? i 

)10pe from £4000 to £5000. · 
203. In the next six months? Yes, I think so ; we will p\1sh the thing on all we can. 
204. Do you think the promoters would undertake to deposit the £500 in three months? I think si;c. 

months is little enough. 
205. The intentions of the Company are bonii,jide? In every way, certainly. 
206, And you intend to hurry on and have the works completed in five or six months if the Bill passes 

and becomes law? Yes, we fatend to carry the thi_ng through within five or six-months, and we think we
can do it. 

207. By Llfr. N .. J. Bro1Vn.-Look at Clause 69, giving power to the projectors to ~ssign the unde;·~ 
taking: I should like to ask whether they see any objection to provision being inserted, that in the ev:ent 
of a sale being made, say to a local authority, tliat the terms of such sale should be defined in the Bill' as. 
they arc in other Bills of a similar character-that is that the purchase money shall not exceed a ce1:faii1 
percentage over the actual cost of th,e works? I see no objection to that, but I think the works should 
not be taken in that way at once, they should give us, say twenty-one years. : 

. 208. Well, if sufficient'time were given there would be no objection to·such a provision? No, rrot if 
you give us ~ good long time. 

WILLIAM .HENRY BURGESS, called and examined. 

209. By 111-r. JVatclwrn.-W.hat is your n:ime? Wi]Jiam Henry Burgess. 
210. And your occupation? A merchant of .fl;obart. ... 
21]. Are you one of the promoters of the Bill.before the Committee? I am. 
212. Are you well acquainted with Zeehan? Yes . 

. 213. Do you know the object and purport oftbe Bill? I do. I have read the· Bill, and ·I think I 
thoroughly understand it. 

214. Have yon been to Zeehan lately? Yes, recently, duI"ing the past montl1., 
215. And you heard the merits of the B,ill discussed? , Yes, I made it mYi, business tq. discuss tl;e 

matter with the business peo.ple of Zeehan. ,, 
216. And what is the feeling about the Bill? It is distinctly in_ fav:our of th',) .Bill., I~ is recognised 

that it is desirable ·that the electric light should be established for the benefit and use of the people. It · 
would also be a great benefit for motive power, on account of the certain reduction of .the supplies of 
fuel and consequent high price in the immediate future. This is becoming a most important question 
already in regard to mining opemtions there. The expense of wood as a fuel is increasing greatly. 

217. And the supplies of wood used as a fuel a-re decreasing?. Yes, 11apidly. , .. 
218. Then you consider the scheme as a whole is a valnable- one? From my lini,ited knowle~ge :I 

do ; from a financial point of view I believe it is one which the· promoters have ev:~1:y justific~tion in 
coming to Parliament and asking for necessary powers. .. , . 

219. Experts tell us that the cost of the works will be abont £10,000: rlo yq,u think difficnlty in 
l'aising. that amonnt likely, or do you think it-can be done through companies? No;: I do not; I have 
alr·eady been in communication with the representatives of firms who would be p1:epared to accept part 
payment for the works in debentures of the Company. 

220. By 111-r. Sutton.-Tliat is, electric lighting firms ? Yes, Sir. , i 
221. By 11ir. N. J. Bro1vn.-You are aware there is now before Parliament a Bill to revive. the-

rights of a company known as the Australasian Rights Purchase Company? Jes. · 
222. Could yon inform the Committee whether the granting of an exten~ion or revival of these rights 

would be detrimental to. the pr~jected company in regard to the use of the' light? I think it would 
operate against them. 

223. They wonld want to take some of their water powc1·? Ce!'.tainly not; the water. power this. 
company is taking is from qi1ite a ·differe~t s~urce. 
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224. Then in what way would its operation be injurious to the company? I doubt at the present 

·time whether it would not have the effect-if there were two companies before the public-of making 
·people hesitate about taking up shares, which would not be the case if there were 0nly one c;ompany with 
certain defined objects. I heard this matter spqken of at Zeehan, and it seemed to be the general feeling 
that this Australasian Rights Company having had the opportunity on more. than one occ?-sion to carry 
into effect their proposals, and failed to do so, that it looked as though they had come back now simply 

·because others had stepped in to do the work. . 
225. That is, of course, partly a matter of sentiment. Would the fact of opposition b_e detrimental to 

the financial operations of this company? The question really is as to whether there_ is room for two 
-companies. I should hardly think, with the limited population at present, that ther~ would_ be. 

226. It would, in fact, interfere with the market for their light and power?_ Yes, at the present time. 
227. Then, as a partner in this company, you distinctly object to the renewal of the 4\-ustralasian Rights 

Company's Bill? Yes, on the ground that the company has already had two opportunities to take advan
·tage of their own plans and they ha_ve neglected to do so. 

228. Then if they were refused an extension of their powers that would give yo~ a monopoly? It 
would give us the opportunity of establishing the works we prop_ose. 

229. A monopoly? Yes, a monopoly, but a limited one. If the other Bill passeci people would ask 
if there was room for the two companies. . 

230. But from a public point of view, would it not be an advantage to have the two companies both 
· doing the same kind of work exactly? Well, they say competition is the soul of trade. 

231. B,y the Cltair1nan.-Do you know that the proposed area is to within five rn_iles of the post 
office at Zeehan ? Yes. 

232. That would not reach Dundas by road? I suppose it would not. 
233. It would not reach to the Comet mine? No, it would not reach the Comet mine. 
J:fr. Watchorn : Dundas is included in the circle marked on the plan; but we have no wish to 

include it. . , .. .. 
234; By the Chairman.-There are a great many mines round Dundas'? Yes; Sir. . . 
235. And if they wanted to Le supplied with power by this company conld they do it? Yes, and I 

. should think it would be better to do away with the limit. . . · 
236. But your company have not the power? \Vith regard to power, that could e_asily be added to. 
237. BJ/ fV. 'P.H. B1·oron.-You could supply Dundas? Oh yes, w~ could. I thought Dundas 

would -have been outside the limit, but as it is within the limit we could do it. . 
238. By Mr. Sutton.-You stated you have had conversations with the people of Zeehan about this ' 

-company? I have. 
239. Diel you hear any expression of opposition? No, there was an unaminous expression of feeling 

in favour of the company? I did not meet with any objection to it at all. 
240. By llfr. 11:folca!t.y.-This is particularly a local company so far? Yes, Sir. 
241. A Tasmanian company? Yes, Sir. . 
242. And you intend raising- most of the capital in Tasmania? Yes, we sh;i.11 try to raise it here. 
243. The AL1stralian Rights Company is not a local company? No,' Sir. 

RICHARD FI'.I.'ZARTHUR WALLER, called and examined. 
244. By Mr. TVatchorn.-What is your name? Richard FitzArthur Waller. 
245. What is yom occupation? I am a Civil Engineer. 

· 246. And you are in the practice of your profession at Zeehan ? Yes. 
247. Y 011 know the M'Lean Creek at Zeehan? Yes. 
248. Have you recently surveyed any part of it'! Yes. . 
249. For the promoters of the Bill now before the Committee-the Montagu Electric Light and 

Motive Power Bill? Yes. 
250. You know the objects of the Bill? Yes. . 
251. Is the sheet· you have in your hand a plan of the survey .made by you? Yes, this _is my ,elan. 
252. vVhat is the extent of the catchment area s'ho,vn? About 22,000 acres, I believe, bf1t I have 

not a copy of my report with me, so can't profess from memory to be strictly accui•ate w'Jieie figures are 
-concerned. · 

253. You know the proposed scheme for utilising the waters of the ci'eek for elech'ic lighting 
purposes? Ye~. 

254. Will you explain from the plan what power is available? Yes; this 1:ilan sho,vs the main or 
M'Lean's Creek, and how it is fed by numerous smaller creeks which are connected with it. (The witness 
pointed out on the plan how it was proposed to coi1serve the water by a dam, and showed the proposed site· 
of the same.) The darn wo~ld be sixty feet high, and the machinery would be comi.ected with it. The 
witness explained the construction and dimensions .of the dam, and said it would hold, "'hen foll, from 
600,000,000 to 700,000,000 gallons of water, which would be sufficient for inac11inery purposes for two 
months, and a very large supply. Asked as to the supply to be derived from the catchment arna, witness 
referred the Committee co his report, from which Mr. Watchom read as follo"'s :-" The average rainfall 
for this year per diem is ·21 inches nearly over the catchment area of 22,000 acres; this ,viii give 
10,348,800 gallons of water total daily rainfall. The character of the area and fh~ climate iu my opinion 
folly justifies a factor of ·7 in estimating the portion of this rainfall available for storage. This leaves 

, 7,244,160 gallons of useful daily water supply. The fall available will be slightly' more than I estimated 
in my last report,-and will probably amount to 440 feet. This will give an available total theoretical 
.horse-power of 670." 

• 255. That is a reasonable e~timate of water power? Yes ; the rainfall was calculated from the returns 
-of the lowest_year of any recorded. The coast records only go back from fom· to five years, and the figures 
I have taken are from those of the lowest year. The object of the proposed dam is t~ collect the water so 
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that in the winter months we may gather it for use when there comes a ·drought. The clam will hold 
sufficient water fol' about two months' supply .at the horse-power stated. (The witness explained by tl1e 
plan the method of conveying the water from the. dam by meai1s of wooden fluming to the Pelton wheels 
or turbines at the machinery site, which wheels created the power, which power was employed to operate 
the dynamos creating the electric current, which was carried by copper-conducting wires a distance of 4½ 
miles to the town ofZeehan). ' · 

256. By .llfr. Sutton.-What horse-power do you consider you will have available'! The theoretica1 
horse-power would be 670, but that is not the average of the actual horse-power : the actual horse-power 
would be about 70 per cent., really about 345 horse-power. , 

257. Say from 350 to 400 horse-power actual? Yes, 400 would be a safe estimate. 
258. By 1111·. JVatchorn.-Would it be possible to increase that horse-power by the use of improved 

machinery ? I think not, to any large extent. 
259. Then that provides for a full head? Yes. By careful management you might bring it up from 

75 to 80 per cent., but you could not increase the average horse-power. Of course, as stated, by using 
more hor11e-power in the winter months when there is a ·greater demand for lighting-by using a larger 
l1orse-power in the winter that would increase the average, but it would only bring the l:l,Verage slightly 
above my estimate., 

260. Then the dam would Iiot increase the head of water, it merely regulates the flow? No, it would 
not. 

261. With a larger amount of storage power could you not increase the head of water? The dam 
could be used for that, but it is not desirable or necessary in such a scheme at all. If you took the water 
from off the head of the dam instead of from the foot you might gain sixty feet of fall, bttt all below 
would be idle water; you would never use it; all the storage of the dam would be gone. The object of 
the·· dam is to hold water and regulate the supply. 

262. The site is a valuable one for the ,construction of a dam? Yes, Sir. 
263. Do you know the state of feeling in Zeehan in regard to the Bill? Yes, pretty well. 
264 . .Is it favourable? Yes, I have spoken to no one who has expressed the slightest feeling against it. 

All seemed pleased that they could have the electric light there. 
265. By Mr. Sutton.-You know there is a Town Board? Yes. · 
266. Do you know the members? Yes. 
267. Have you had any conversation with them on the s11bject? No. 
268. By Mr. Watch01·n.-Would it be possible to lig-ht the town of Zeehan and also to supply light 

to mines and others within a radius of five miles? That would depend on the number of customers to 
be supplied. I am not an electrician, and cannot speak on that point. · 

269. So far as the country is at present developed, would that 470 break horse-power be capable of 
snpplying electricity tp the mines within a radius of five miles from Zeehan? That is a wide calculation. 
Do you mean would ·it supply all the mines found in the rarlius, or only those who might wish it to be used? 

270. There are not many mines altogether that woald be likely to require electricity. How many 
mines are sufficiently prosperous to be in a position to take electricity for motive power? · It is problematical 
liow maRy. As far as mere lighting is concerned the power is ample, and it should l~ave a decided margin 
for use as power. There are many things in connection with mining that cannot be done by electricity
such as heavy pumping, for instance. Electricity is now successfully used for winding power in England, and 
also in Germany and America. 470 horse-power would go a long way to supply electric light and power 
to the Zeehan district as it is at present. 

271. ·Your report as to water is for the catchment area: ·are your figures the minimum record of the 
rainfall? I got all the records that were availahle at Zeehan, excepting for a year and a half; I got only 
the totals for that period. Otherwise I have the records of the rainfall for every day since 1890. Two 
·years before that I believe there was·a greater· rainfall, but in making niy report I took the lowest rainfall 
for five or six years. · · . 

272. And_you allowed a considerable margin for safety? Yes. 
273. You, in fact, took the disadvantages at the maximum, and the advantages at the minimum? 

Yes. · 
274. It would of course be a great disadvahtage to be without water for a month or two? Yes. 
275. And yot1 took that consideration at the maximum ? Yes. 
276. You say the capacity of the dam is for two months' supply? Yes, if full at the beginning. 
277. Since you have bee1, to Zeehan have you known a drought at all? No ; the longest period I 

have known the place without .rain was for eithei• fourteen days or thirteen. 
278. Then it is very unlikely that the supply will run out? Using . that amount of water, it 1s 

-very unlikely. 
279. By M1· •. i'J'Iu,lcahy.-You know the Zeehan locality verv well, and you are acquainted with the· 

-various streams there ? Yes. • • · 
280. Do you think, should the Zeehan people ever desire to construct waterworks, that the taking of 

this river away would interfei·e ·with their having them?, You mean with respect to supplying the town 
with water? 

28 l. Yes? No, it is on tlrn wrong fall. They coti.ld not use this except at a very large expense. It 
1rnuld have to be taken round the south end of Zeehan to what is known as Mount Zeehan. Besides, this 
water would not be suitable for a to1vn supply because it would be polluted by the mines. 

282. You know the quantity of water for which Mr. McLean has taken a lease? No. 
283. The said ten heads,-does that amount of water exist according to your survey? Yes. I can't 

exactly say in heads at present what quantity we should .deal with, but I know it is in exqess of ten heads. 
I have not reckoned the water in sluice-heads. 

. 284. Roughly speaking, how many sluice-heads would there be in the river to deal with? 
(Mr. Watchorn read from Mr. Lee Murray's re·port :-" The Pelton wheel would be capable of giving 

170 break horse-power to the dynamo machinery, and if we assume the head to be 450 feet (effective), we 
will require about 250.cubic feet per minute.") . 
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285. B.1/ Jl:Ir. Mulcahy.-Ho·w many slµi~e-hellµS? Mr .. Murray says 250 cubi.c feat per minute;: 

that would just exceed ten sluice-heads. l hav~ 1:e[!.son to think Mr. Murray is dealing with a smaller 
power. . . . . . . 
, · · 286. As an ·expert-I ask you, from· your knowledge of the water maximum reqtiired, if the quantity of 

water there is any greater than that which l\ir; McLean now possesses under his leases, an~, if so, how 
much gr.eater? - I .. don't .know . how ,much wate1· .will .. be utilised or what may remain: I ·don't· know what 
P,ropoi·tion of my estimated available .w.ater-power they propose to make use of. · . 

. .287. But, presuming that they used the lot, te_n heads w,;mld practically comprise the whole sfream ?' 
~h w:ell, ,ten. heads will mor~ than coi;npris!l the whole stream in its -,present state, but ·when you take 3:nd put 
a darn up and begin to .conserve you make avaifable a far greater qtrnritity of w;ater. At some times you 
might havt,3 nearly from 100 to 200 heads. Tha.t water is now .absolutely ,wasted, but by putting in a dam 
it:.is_ •rende.red ·available, and, under those circumstances, you would make a greater average supply than 
ten heads. · 

:288. I was anxious to ascertain whether giving this right would be likely to interfere wit.h. mining : 
operations requiring the use of some of this wat.er? Well, of course, ,it would stop anyone from using. the· 
watei· above the' darn. · · · 

'289. Woul'd it interfere prejudicially with any one wanting to use the wate'r? I can say certainly not,., 
that is if the water was utilised. I can hai'dly' conceive of a ·case of any one who could use that water being ' 
likely ,to be stopped by it.. ,Such a thin~ might be possible, but it is extremely improbable. 

: 290. By llf1· Sutton.---:-What is to be the cost of the dam? My estimate of the cost of the daµi was
rqugh)y made, and thEl cost might be red1wed to about two-thirds of the amount I -estimated ; mirie was
£520() for the dam and works connected-with it; it is probable the cost might be reduced to £3500. . · 

29.l. .I]y J.lfr. Mulcahy.-:-Do you know .that the promoters under this Bill as it is, ask not only to be 
allowed to approp1:iate the :waters of McLean's .Creek, but of all creeks within a radius of five miles of · 
Zeehan : are vou a,vare of that? I am not aware of it. . . • , : 

292. Would that not be giving the promoters very much larger i·ight.s than·Mr. McLeaii. now hcilds? 
C~rtainly ·h .would, unless he holds otlie1; water-right~ there. · · · ' • · 

. 293. They ask to use all the wate_r, within a radius of five miles ; that would be a greatly increased. 
wµter .power to that which Mr. McLean now has a. legal right to, use? ·.Well, there is only one pther creek 
of any importance in the five miles radius,-that is a creek called the Comstock. . . 

, . 29~- If :we confined the :ope~tion of ·this Billto·such·water as· comes into McLean's Creek, or say to
that .creek· and it\3 -tributaries, we would be giving-them all ,fliat 'is· wanted for. the· Scheme as proposed? I 
sl\o.uld say so. . I made a recommendation that ·one in ore cre_ek .should" p·e put• in_,· that is a c1;ei:lk near the 
C9II)stock, below the 'locality of present mining, operations. : That, might be 'diverted arid increase the· 
amount of the available water. · ·, , .· · 

295 .. ·Have you :based your calculations on ·getting the water .of McLean·'s ·Creek proper·? .Yes . 
. -~96. By tlte Olwirman.-Are there any other creeks there that cotild be -made ·available? · Only the· 

Corns.tock Creek. 'l'hat is the only one outside the catchment area that would be of any use.· 
' 'fhe .Committee apjotirned silie die.. ' · 
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APPENDIX, 

To the ,B.onorable t!te Speaher and 11:lembers of the House of .Assembly of Tasmania, 
- in Pa1·liarnent assembled. -

The humble Petition of Frederick James Salier, William Henry Burgess, William John Watchorn, and 
Leo Susman, all of Hobart, in Tasmania, Merchants, and Charles John Atkins and· Richard Crosby~ -
both of Hobart aforesaid, Sharebrokers, and Frederick _Back, of Hobart aforesaid, Esquire, and 
William Alexander Finlay, Richard John Lucas, and Cecil Walker, all of Hobart aforesaid, Solicitors, 
and Samuel McClean, of Hobart aferesaid, Mining Prospector, and Thomas Bennison, of Hobart 
aforesaid, Esquire, and John Armstrong, of Zeehan, in Tasmania; Ore Purchaser, and· Ja mes C. 
Whitelaw, of Zeehan aforesaid, Commis!ion Agent, all of whom are hereinafter called "the Pro-
moters," . 

SHEWETH: 

1. That within three mont11s previously to 1he. presentation of this Petition public notice of the inten-. 
tion of your Petitioners to apply for a Private Bill was published, as is by the Standin1; Rules and Orders 
of your Honorable House prescribed as follows; that is to ,say:- . 

In the Hobart Gazette on the ninth, sixteenth, twenty-third, and thirtieth days of June now last past; 
in the 11:lercury, being a public newspaper published at Hobart, on the tenth, seventeenth, and twenty
fourth days of June now last past, aI1d on the first day of July instant; in the Zee/tan and Dundas Herald, 
being a public newspaper published in the District affected by the Bill, on the eleventh, eighteenth, and 
twenty-fifth days of .Tune now last past, and on the ·second day of· July instant: which said- notice 
contained a true statement of the general objects of the said Bill as hereinafter mentioned. 

2. That the general objects of the Bill are:-
To enable the Prom:oteri! t9 take over and use all the rights, powers, and privileges conferrecl-, 

upon Samuel· McLean by virtue of Water Right No. il-4,,., gTanted under" The Mineral Lands 
Act, 1884," and by virtue of the Lease of machinery site granted to the said Samuel McLean, 
No. 1/1~:. 

'I'o enable ·the Promoters to use the waters of McLean's ·creek, near Zeehan, in Tasmania, 
-mentioned in the said W:;iter Right No. ;111-, and such other water from the said creek as may 
_be necessary for generating electricity, and for all necessary purposes in connection therewith. 
And for all such purposes to select any dam or machinery site or sites in the vicinity of- the 
said creek, and in particular to use the dam site refened to in the said Water Right No. Hw and 
the machinery site referred to in the said Lease No., 1,','~1- And to construct and erect suitable 
dams and reservoirs for the conservation of the said_ ·waters or any of them, and. to cut and 
make all necessary channels and water races, and lay down all necessary conduits and pipes. 

To enable. the Promoters to l:iy down, constmct, work, and maintain, in all or any public and 
private places or place in the Town or District of Zeehan, in Tasmania, and in the vicinity 
thereof,_and in such other place or places in the County of Montagu as may be authorised, 
machinery, engines, buildings, and works for the generation, manufacture, and supply of 
electric lighting, and to use, sell, or supply electricity for the lighting of ,the localities 
above mentioned., or as a motive power, and for- any other purposes whatsoever to which 
electrieity may for the time being be applicable, excepting the transmission of any telegraphic 
or telephonic messages. 

To enable the Promoters to construct, maintain, and work throt1gh, over, along, under, and upon 
any streets, roads, or ways, and any public or private or Crown land, and at all necessary 
places in the said Town and District and the vicinity thereof, such posts, pipes, wire,-, channels, 
and other works and things of any and every nature and kind as may be required for the 
purposes aforesaid, to lay down all necessary communications,· and to break up any roads, 
streets, or lands either public or private. 

To provide for the inco1·po1·a.tion of "'l'he Lands Clauses Act," o~· so much thereof as may be 
necessary, with tlie _said Bill, arnl otherwise for the acquisition of any lands or materials, right5, 
powers, privileges, or casements for the purposes of the premises. 

To enable the Promoters to make all proper charges for and to enter .into contract,- for the supply 
of electricity, upon such terms and conditions as may be mutually agreed upon. 

To pmvide for the regulation and protection of the works and making ·of By-laws nnd Rules in 
relation thereto, and for the infliction of penalties upon persons infringing the provisions of the 
said Bill, By-laws, or Rules. 

To enable the Promoters to borl'ow money, if necessar-y, for the pnl'poses of the ~aicl undertaking 
and works, either without security or upon security of the undertaking and w01·ks, or the assets 
of the said Company, or any portion thereof; or otherwise howsoever. 

To· provide for the sale, disposition, or lease of the aforesaid undertaking, works, rights, and 
premises, or any of them, or any part thereof, to any person or persons, company, corporation, 
town board, or local authority. 

The said Bill will also contain all clauses usual in Bills of a like nature, and ali other matters that 
may be deemed necessary or proper for enabling the Promoters to carry out the wol'ks and 11udertaking 
aforesaid. 

Your Petitioners tberefure humbly pray for leave to introduce the said Bill. 
And your Petitioners will ever pray, &c. _ 
Dated this seventh day of July, one thousand eight hundred and ninety-six. 

1-Vitness-ARTHUR D. W A'JCHORN, Solicitor, Hobart. 

WM. J. WATCHORN. 
S. McLEAN. 
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[60 VrcT.J [Montagu] (Zeelian) Elecb·ic Light-and Motive. Power. 

As amended by the Select Committee. 

A 

BILL 
to 

Enable _Frederick James Salier, William Henry A.D.1896. 

Burgess, William John Watchorn, Leo Susman, 
· Charles James Atkins, I?,ichard Crosby, William 
Alexander Finla_y, Richard James Liicas, Cecil 
Walker, Samuel McClean, Thomas Bennison, 
John Armstrong, and Janies Whitelaw to utilise 
the Waters of McClean's Creek and other 
streams at or near Ze~han; in Tasmania, and to 
construct, maintain, arid work the.necessary 
·Machinery and Appliances- for generating 
and transn1itting Electr~oity,. and supplying 
the same to any Person or Company ( at .,e 
and near Zeehan,) in the County of Montagu, 
in Tasmania. 

WHEREAS Frede~ick James Salier, · William Henry Burgess, PREAMBLE. 

William John Watchorn, Leo' Susman, Charles .Tames A thins, 
Richard Crosby, .William Alexande1· Finlay, Ric!tara' James Lucas, · 
Cecil Walker', Samuel McClean, Thomas, Bennison, John Armstrong, 

5 and- James Whitelaw, all of whom are hereinafter included in and 
designated. by the expression "the Projectors," are by proper an.d 
valid instruments of transfer possessed of and entitled to the rights, 

[Private.] · 

'\,~ The wo1;ds proposed to be stmck out are enclosed in brackets [ ] .; those to be inserted, 
~ · in parentheses ( ). 
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.A.D. 1896. 

Short title. 
~ 

.Interpretation. 

powers, and privileges conferred upon Samuel McClean, by Lease of 
Water Right No. ,}l~v gTanted under "The Mineral Lands Act, 1884." 
and by Lease of Machinery Site No. \\~t granted under the same Act: 

And whereas the Projectors are desirous of acquiring ,the right to 
utilise the waters of McClean's Creek and [other] (its tributary) 5 
streams at or near Zeelwn, in the County of Montagu, in Tasmania, 
and to construct; maintain, and work the necessary machinery and 
appliances for- g·enerating and transmitting Electricity; and supplying· 
the same to any person or Company (at and near Zeelum,) in the 
County of Montagu, in Tas?nctnia: IO 

And whereas it would be conducive to the development of mining 
operations in the said County of M ontagu, and for the benefit of the 
inhabitants [of the said County,] (of the Town .of Zeelwn aml its 
vicinity,) that the Projectors should be authorised to utilise the said 
waters for the purposes aforesaid : J 5 
· Be it therefore enacted by His Excellency the Govemor of Tasman:ia, · 
by and with the advice and consent of the Legislative Council and 
House of Assembly, in Parliament assembled, as follows:--

1 This Act may be cited for all purposes as" The[Montagu] (Zeelt,an) 
Electric Light and Motive Power Act, 1896." 20 

2 In this Act, ·and in any By-law made under it, save where there 
is something in the context inconsistent therewith, the following words 
and expressions shall have and include the following mea.nings attached 
thereto respectively:---

" Area of Supply" shall mean and include the Town of Zeelian 25 
'· and the vicinity thereof, and all other portions of the 

County of Montagu, in 'Tasmania (within a radius of 
Five miles from the Post Office in the Town of Zeelwn) : 

"Conductor" shall mean and include cable, wire, or other 
apparatus for transmitting electrical pov,'er: 30 

" Conduit" shall mean and include the canals, tunnels, 
aqueducts, cuttings, pipes, or wires by meaDs of which the 
main supply of water, water-power, or electricity is 
supplied to any town, person, or building or property : 

" Crown land" shall mean and include any land or lands in 35 
the Colony of Tasman·ia which are or may become vested 
in the Crown, and includes all land:; of the Crown which 
are or may be occupied for pastoral or mining or other 
purposes under any lease or licence issued in pursuance of 
any Act of the Parliament of Tasmania: 40 

"First lessee" means any person entitled to occupy any - land 
· previously leased under the authority of any Act of the 

Parliament of Tasmania: 
" Gazette" means The Hobart Gazette : 
"Governor" means the Governor for the time being; of the 45 

Colony of Tasmania, with the advice of the Executive 
Council: 

"Local Authority" means the Boai·d _of Health, Municipal 
Council, Road Trust, Town Board, or body of persons or 
person having the control or management of the street in 50 
respect of which such expression shall be used, if the same 
shall be used in j·espect of any particular street ; but if 
the same shall not be used in respect of any street, it shall 
mean the Municipal Council or body corporate having the· 
local government of any City, Town, or Disttict in which 55 
any of the works hereby authorised may be situate, or, in 
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default of any such local authority, the Commissioner. of A.D. 1,896. 
Crown Lands : . . · --

" Machinery '' means any appliance for carrying into effect any 
· of the objects authorised by this Act : . _ 

"Meter" means any instrument, apparatus, or appliance for 
measuring and ascertaining the quantity of water, water
power, motive power, or electricity used .or supplied to any 

. person.: · 
" Minister " means the Mi11ister of Lands ai1d Works for the 

time· being· of the Colony of Tasmania : 
" Motive power" means the power derived from water passing 

through or acting lipon machinery, or the electrical power 
derived therefrom : · 

'' Ow:ner " means the person for the time being in the actual 
receipt of or entitled to receive the rents and profits of any 
house, nianufactory, or building of whatsoever kind, or 
any land: 

" Person" includes corporation, company, association, syndicate, 
partnership, and local authority: . 

20. " Private lands" means any land which shall have been granted 
by the Crown in fee· sfrnple or by lease for a longer term 
than Ninety-nine years to any person: 

25 

30 

35 

" Projectors" means the before-na]Jled persons or the smvivors 
or survivor of them, or their or his, assigns: 

" Property " means h}nds or buildings and land and buildings : 
"Street" means any public and common highway, main road, 

road, bridge, footway, square, court, alley, lane, thorough-. 
fare, or public. way, place, or passage : 

"Town" means any settlement; camp, or collection of houses, 
whether proclaimed as a town or not, and situate within 
the area of supply : 

"vVorks" or "\Vaterworks" means and includes all reservoirs, 
wells,. cisterns; tanks, aqueducts, watercourses, tunnels, 
feeders, drains, channels,. machinery, engines, cuts, flood
gates, sluices, dams, weirs, flumes, races, conduit-pipes, 
pipe-1:ireaks, buildings, pen-stocks, conduits, _cables, poles 
for carrying cables and wires, and other works of what 
kind soever which are from time to time necessary or 
used for effec~ing the purposes of this J\ct. 

' 40 3 It sl}all be lawful fol' the Projectors, and they are hereby em- Power to divert: 
powered and authorised, to take, divert, and appropriate the waters of water. 
McClean'.s Creek, (and its tributary streams) situate at or near Zeehan, 
in the Comity of Montagu, in Tasmania, [and the waters of all. other _D 
streams ,vithin a radius of Five miles from the said Creek,] for any 

45 of the purposes hereinafter mentioned, ancl from time to time to enter 
upon the said Creek and [other] (its tributary) streams, and upon the ~{I 
banks and beds thei·eof, and to construct and erect on and in any 
·portion of the banks or beds of the said Creek and [other] (its aD 
tributary) streams any works for the purposes of such taking, diversion, 

50 and appropriation of the waters thereof as aforesaid. 
Provided that nothing herein contained shall abrogate any existing 

rights vested in any person br persons to take, divert, and appropriate 
any _of the said waters. · · · 
· Provided further that, after the Projectors shall have so diverted or 

55 taken away any of the said waters, they shall return the same to the 
creek or stream from which they were taken. (at a point to be approved ~,Ell 
by the Minister.) 
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4 It shall be lawful for the said Projectors to use all or any of the 
waters aforesaid for any of the purposes hereinafter specified- . 

To work any machinery that may be erected by the Projectors 
for generating', making·, and transmitting electricity for the 
purpose of supplying light to the towns, streets, mines, and 5 
buildings within the area of supply : 

To work any machinery that may be erected by the Projectors for 
generating, making, and transmitting electricity for the purpose 
. of supplying the inhabitants of the area of supply with electricity 
foi· any purpose : 10 

To work any machinery that may be erected by the Projectors for 
drawing or propelling trams, [tramways,] carriag·es, and other 
vehicles in, over, along, and upon the streets of any of the towns 
or public or private lands within the area of supply : 

To work any machinery that may be erected by the Projectors for 15 
the purpose of executing or exercising any of the powers, 
functions, duties, or authorities now or hereinafter vested in or 
imposed on the Projectors : 

To supply any mines or batteries within the area of supply 
with electric-motive power for winding, pumping, working, 20 
or any other purpose: . 

To make, generate, and transmit electricity for the purpose of 
t~lpherage or for working any electrical appliance or machine to 
which electricity can be applied. 

5 The Projectors are hereby empowered to acquire, purchase, take 2,5 
on lease, sell, or exchange any land which the Projectors may consider 
to be necessary for the purposes of this Act. · 

6 The Lands Clauses Act shall, except as hereby expressly varied, 
be incorporated with this Act; but 

'r. There shall not be incorporated 1,y1th th1s Act Sections Eight 30 
and Nine of the said Lands Clauses Act : 

Jr. In the construction of this Act and the said incorporated Act, 
this Act shall be deemed to be the . special Act, and the 
said Projectors shall be deemed fo be the Promoters of the 
undertaking, subject to the provisions of this Act. 35 

7 It shall be lawful for· the Minister, lvith the consent of the 
Governor in Council, to grant to the Projectors from time to time for 
any term not exceeding Thirty years at _a [nominal] rental (to be fixed 
by the Minister) a lease of any Crown Lands that the Projectors may 
consider necessary for the purposes of this Act, subject to such eovenants, 40 
terms, and conditions as the Minister may think fit. 

s· Every such lease as aforesaid shall, subject to the provisions of 
Section Fifteen, operate and take effect merely as a licence to the said 
Projectors to construct and maintain the works hereby contemplated, 
and shall not confer any rio·ht or title to anv mines or minerals. 45 

0 ~ 

9 In case _any such lease as afores:-.1id comprises any Crown land 
previously leased, then such lease shall not affect the rights of the first 
lessee except so far as may be necessary for carrying out the objeQ:ts of 
such lease, and the first lessee may accordingly exercise ·all powers 
conferred upon him in respect of the land previously leased: Provided, 50 
that he shall not carry on any mining or other operations upon any 
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land comprised in the said lease in such a way as to, damage the A.D. 1896. 
works of the Projectors. · --

10 In case an·y such lease shall comprise any Crown land previously 
leased, then the Projectors shall, not less than Seven days before com-

5 mencing any work, serve upon the first lessee a notice indica'ting with 
all reasonable accuracy, by means of a plan or otherwise, the proposed 
course, direction, or situation. of the said works. 

Notice to first 
lessee of intention 
to constl'nct 
works. 

11 The ProjectoTS may, foT the purpose merely of surveying and Projectors may 
· taking levels, after giving not less than Twenty-four hours' nor more enter after notice~ 

10 than Seven days' notice to the, :first lessee, enter upon any Crown land 
of the first lessee which may be comp1:ised in such lease, without the 
previous consent of any person. 

12 Before any works shall be constructed or done by the Projectors Compensa.tion to 
under or in pursuance of any lease granted to them imdeT this Act, first lessee. 

15 through, (;>Ver, or upon any land previously leased, the first lessee shall 
be paid by the Projectors such com'pensation, if any, as shall be 
determined by agreement between the first lessee and the Projectors ; 
and if such compensation shall not be fixed by agreement within One 
month after the service of the notice mentioned in Section Ten, then 

20 such compensation, if any, shall be determined by arbitTation in the 
mode prescribed in The Lands Clauses Act. 

13 It shall be lawful for the Projectors, and all persons by them Power to take 
authorised, after not less than Two nor more that Seven days' notice to tempor~ry 
the occupier or occupiers to enter upon any lands not bein()' a garden. possesswn of 

- ' - ' 0 ' land 25 orchard, or plantation attached or belonging to a house, nor a park, · 
planted walk, avenue, or ground ornamentally planted, and to occupy 
the said lands so long as may be necessary for the construction or 
repair of any works authorised by this Act, or of the accommodation 
works connected therewith hereinafter mentioned, and to use the same 

30 for any of the following purposes ; that is to say :-
For the purpose of constructing, building, or putting thereon 

any machinery : · 
For the purpose of taking earth or soil by side-cuttings 

therefrom : · 
35 For the purpose ~f depositing soil thereon : 

For the purpose of obtaining· materials;-, therefrom for the 
construction or repair of the works or such accommodation 
works as aforesaid : or · 

For the purpose of forming roads thereon to or from or by the 
40 side of the said works. . 

And, in exercise of such powers, it shall be lawful for the Projectors.and 
all other persons employed therein to deposit, and also to manufacture 
and work upon such lands, materials of every kind used in con
structing the said works, and also to cut and take from any such lands 

45 any timber, and also to dig and take from or out thereof at1y clay, stone, 
gravel, sand, or other things that may be found therein useful or 
proper for constructing the said works or any such roads as aforesaid, 
and for the' purposes aforesaid to erect thereon workshops, sheds, and 
other buildings of a temporary nature, or any steam engines or other 

50 machinery: Provided always, that nothing in this Act contained shall 
exempt the Projectors from an action for nuisance or other injury, if 
any, done in the exercise of the powers hereby conferred to the lands 
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or habitations of any party other than the-party whose lands shall be so 
takei1 or used for any -of the purposes aforesaid : Provided also, that no 
stone or slate quarry, brickfield, or other like place, which, at the time 
of .the passing of this Act, ~hall be commonly worked or used for getting 
materials therefrom for the pmpose of selling or disposing of the same, 5. 
shall be tal-.en or used by the Projectors, either wholly or in part, for 
any of the purposes hereinbefore mentioned. , 

14 In any of the cases aforesaid, where the Projecto"rs shall take 
temporary possession of lands by virtue of. the powers herein granted, 
it shall be incumbent on them, within One month after their entry upon 10 
such lands, upon being required to do so, to pay the occupier of the 
said lands the -valne of any crop or dressing that may be destroyed or 
injrired thereon, as well as full compensation for any other damage 
which he may :mstain by reason of the ProjectoTs· so taking possession 
of his lands. l 5, 

. 15 The Projectors may from time to time for the purposes of ~his 
Act fall timber, and use and cany away the same, and dig· and use· 
clay, stone, and other materials upon any Crown land, and carry away 
the same ; and may fall arid remove all timber which, in the opinion 
of the Projectors, it may be necessary to remove for the safety of the 20·
works hereby contemplated, notwithstanding anything· contained in 
Section Eight of this Act : Provided, that full compensation shall, in 
the case of Crown land belonging to the first lessee, be made to all 
parties interested in such land for the damage done under this Section; 
and such compensation shall be settled by arbit1·ation in the mode 25-
prescriued by The Lands Clauses Act in cases of disputed compensation. 

16 If in the exercise of the powers hereby granted it be found 
necessary to crosscut through, raise, sink, or use any part of any road, 
whether carriage-road, horse-road or train-road. or railway, either 
public or private, so as to render it impassable for, or dangerous, or more 30· 
than usually inconvenient to passengers or carriages, or to the persons 
entitled to the use t\1ereof, the Projectors shall, before the commence
ment of any such operations, cause a road to be made, to the satis
faction of the· Minister or local . authority, instead of the road to lJe 
interfered with.. · 35-

17 If tl?e road so interfered with can be. restored compatibly with 
the clue completion of any works authorised under this Act, the same 
shall be restored to as good a condition as it was in at the time when 
the same was first _interfered with by the Projectors, or as near thereto 
as may be, and, if such road cannot be so restored,. the Projectors shall 40 
cause the new or substituted road, or some other sufficient substituted 
road, to be put into a permanently substantial condition qnaUy 
convenient as the former road, or as near thereto as circumstances ·will 
allow,. and the former road shall be restored, or the substituted road 
put into such condition as aforesaid, as the case may be, with all reason- 45 
able expeclitioi'i. 

18 It shall be lawful fol' the Projectors from time to time to r:iake, 
construct, erect, lay clown, maintain, alter, repair, or dis1•.ontinuc upon 
any Janel purchased by the Projectors under the provisions of this Act, . 
or upon any land now or hereafter to be vested in the Pr,>jectors, such 50 
waterworks, machinery, steam-engi~es, water-wheels, and other works 
as the Projectors may think necessary for the purposes of this Act. 
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l.9 Prior to the first entry ·upon any private land by the Projectors A.D. 1896. 
for the purposes of this Act, not less than Seven days' notice of the 
· f. h p · l b- l p . Projectors to, mtention _ o t e roJectors to enter s 1all e given by t 10 roJectors to giye notice prior 
the ownei· and occupier, if any, but no notice shall be necessary to entering private 

.5 p1·evious to any subsequent entry by the Projectors upon such land for land. 
the purposes of this Act. 

20 In the exercise of the powers conferred by this Act, the Projectors 
shall do as little damage as possible or that can be consistent with a 
due regard to the works authorised under this Act, and, in all cases 

l_0-whern it can be clone, shall provide other watering places, drains, and 
channels for the use of the adjoining lands in plac~ of any such as are 

' taken or interrupted by the Projectors. 

21 The Projectors shall make compensation in manner hereinafter 
provided to all persons lawfully claiming any right to the use of any 

1,5 water taken or diverted or appropriated by the Projectors under the 
authority of this Act, or lawfully interested in any private land other 
than land purchased by the Projectors in or upon which any water
works may hereafter be constructed, or which ·may be injuriously 
affected by the construction find maintenance of the waterworks under 

· 20 this Act or otherwise by the exercise or execution by the Projectors of 
the powe1;s hereby conferred, for all damage sustained by reason of the 
exercise or execution as to such land or water of the powers vested in 
the Projectors by this Act. 

22 Any person claiming under this Act any compen_sation against 
2p the Projectors shall prefer his claim by notice in writing· addressed to 

the Projectors at their Registered Office in Tasmania, and served upon 
their Secretary or Manager for the time being, in which notice 
shall be specified the place of abode of the claimant, the particular act 
occasioning the damage for which compensation is claimed, the nature 

-30 and amount of Ruch damage, and the nature of the title or interest of 
such claimant in or to the water or land or other property or possession, 
or anything in respect of which the claim is preferred: and if any such 
person and the Projectors do not agree as to the amount of such 
compensation, the same and the application thereof shall, except in the 

35 cases hereinafter mentioned, be determined by arbitration in the manner 
provided by The Lands Clauses Act in cases of disputed compensation. 

23 If the Projectors, by notice in writing, require· any person to 
make claim for compensation for any damage occasioned by the exercise 
of any of th·e powers conferred on the Projectors by this Act previously 

40 to the service of such notice, such person shall not be entitled to 
compensation for any damage sustained by Teason of the exercise of 
any such powers previously to the seTvice of such notice unless he 
prefers his claim in the manner aforesaid within Six mo1iths afteT 
service of such notice. 

45 24 Every person who shall wilfully obstruct any person acting 
under the authority of the Projectors in setting out the line o_f any works 
undertaken under the authoTity of this Act, or pull up or remove any 
poles or stakes driven into the ground for the purpose of setting out 
the line of such works, or destroy or injure any works undertaken as 

-00 aforesaid, shall incur a penalty not exceeding Five Pounds for every 
such offence. 
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25 Nothing in this Act contained shall prevent the owners and 
occupiers of land through or by which any stream shall flow from 
using the waters thereof in suc'l1 manner and to such extent as they 
might have done before the passing of this Act, unless they shall have 
received compensation in respect of their right of so using such water. 5 

26 The provisions of the Act of Council of 8th William the 4th, 
No. 6, shall not apply to any waterworks and other works of the 
Projectors made, constituted, or acquired under the authority of this 
Act. 

27 The Projectors may, upon giving· 8even days' notice in writing· JO 
to the local authority of their intention so to do, open and break up, 
under the supervision of the-local authority, the soil and pavement of any 
street, road, or bridge in any town or other place within the area of 
supply, and may open and break up any sewers, drains, or tunnels 
within or under such street, road, or bridge, and lay down and place 15 
within the said limits conduits, service-pipes, and other works and 
engines, and erect [t_elegraph] posts or poles and stretch and put conduits 
and wires thereon, and. carry and mu electricity or any motive power 
on· and through such conduits and wires, and from time to time repair 
or alter or remove the same, and for the purposes aforesaid remove 20 
and use all earth and materials in and under such streets, roads, and 
bridges, and do all other acts which the Projectors shall from time to 
time deem necessary for supplying light or motive power by electricity 
to the mines, persons, or inhabitants of the area of supply. · 

28 When the Projectors shall open or break up the road or pave- 25 
ment of any street or bridge, or any sewer, drain, or tunnel, they sJmll, · 
with all convenient speed, complete the work for which the same shall 
be broken up, and fill in the ground and reinstate and, make good the 
road or pavement, or the sewer, drain, or tunnel so opened or broken 
up, and carry away the rubbish occasioned thereby; and shall at all 30 
times, whilst any such road or pavement shall be so open or broken up, 
cause the same to be fenced and guarded, and shall cause light sufficient 
for the warning of passengers to be set up and kept there for every 
night ·during which such road or pavement shall be continued open or 
broken up. 35 

29 No street or road outside any town within the area of supply or 
any road outside of any town shall, except in the case of emergency 
as aforesaid, be open or broken up except under the superintendence 
of the peTSons, if any, having the control or management thereof, or 
of their officers, and according to such plan as is approved of by such 40 
pei·son or their officer, or, in case of any difference respecting such 
plan, then according to such plan as may be determined by Two 
Justices of the _ Peace: Provided, that if the persons having such 
control or management as aforesaid and their officer fail to attend at 
the time fixed for the opening· of any such street after having' had such 45 
notice of the intention of the Projectors as aforesaid, or do not propose 
any plan for breaking up or opening the same, or refuse or neglect to 
superintend the operation, the Projectors may perform the work 
specified in such notice without the superintendence of such persons 
or their officer. 50 
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(A The Projectors shall not, in the exercise ·of any of the powers 
conferred by this Act, lay down any electric line or do any other work 
for the supply of electricity whereby any telegraphic or telephonic line 
belonging to or under the control of the 'Government is or may be 

5 injuriously affected. 

B The Projectors shall not proceed to erect or lay clown any wire, 
conductor, communicator, distributor, electric line, or · other .electric 
apparatus without the approval of the Postmaster-General having been 
previously obtained• as hereinafter provided ; and if the said P.ost-

10 maste1~-General is at any time· of opinion: that any telegraphic or 
telephone wire is or may be injuriously affected by such wire, conductor, 
communicator, distributor, electric line, or other apparatus,. or that the 
same is likely to become dangerous to the public safety or a public 
nuisance, the said Postmaster-General may, by notice in writing, 

] 5 require the Projectors to remove such wire, conductor,· communicator, 
distributor, electric line, or other apparatus or any portion thereof; 
and if the Projectors do -not within Ten days after service on them of 
such writte,n notice. remove the same, the said Postmaster-General may 
remove the same, .and recover the expense of such removal from the 

20 Corporation in a summai·y manner._ 
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C One month before commencing the execution of any works, N_'otice to he 
under the authority of this Act (not being· the repairs, renewals, or given to Post
amendments of existing works of which the character and position are mfa~tetr-Gt_enetral 

· • • • . o 111 en 1011 o 
not alterP.d), the Projectors shall serve a notice upon the Postmaster- execute works. 

25 General describing the proposed w.orks, together with a plan of the: 
works showing_ the mode and position in which such works are intended · 
to be executed, and shall, upon .being required to do so by the Post
master-General, give him any such further information in relation 
thereto as he may desire. 

30 D The Postmaster-Gen.eral may in his disci·etion· approve of any· 
such works or plan, subject to such amendments or conditions as may 
seem fit, or·may disapprove of the same, and may give notice of such 
apppoval or disappro:val to the Projectors. 

Po~tmaster
General may · 
approve. 

E. If the Postmaster-General • fail to· give . any such notice of If Postmaster-
35 approval or disapproval to the Projectors within One month after the <J:eneral does _no~ 

. . · . , · l · l clrnapprove w1thm 
sernce of the notice upon lum he shall be deemed to mve approvec One month work& 
such works and plan. may be executed. 

F Notwithstanding anything in this 4,ct contained, the Projecto{·s 
shall not be entitled to execute any such works as above specified, 

40 except so far as the same may be of a description and in accordance 
with a plan which has. been . approved or is deemed to have been . 
approved by the Postmaster~General: as above-mentioned ; but wbere 
any such works, d,escription, and plaff are,so approved or to be deemed 1 

to be approved, the Projectots may. cause such works to be executed in 
45 accordance with such description and plan, subject in all respects to the 

provisici,ns of this Act. · · 

G If the Projectors make default in cbmplyi1~g ,i:it.h. any 'of the 
requirements or restrictions of this Act, they shall make full corn, 
pensation to the Postmastei·-General fiw any loss or damage _which -lie 

50 may incur by reason thereof. · 
[ P'rivate.J · 
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B The Postmaster-General may require the Projecto'rs to erect 
their wires, conductors, communicators, distributors, electric lines, or 
other apparatus in accordance with the rules and regulations applying 
to electric light anrl power wires as issued by the London Board of 
Trade, or such modification thereof as may be approved and sanctioned 5 
by the Governor-in Council., 

I Iri the event. of any contravention of oi· ·wilful non-compliance 
by the Projectors or their agents with any of the provisions of this 
Part of this Act, the Coinpany shall be liable on conviction to a 
penalty not exceeding Ten Pounds for every day during which such 10 
contravention or non-compliance continues, oi·, if the telegraphic corn- · 
munication is wilfully interrupted, not exceeding Fifty Pounds for 
every day on which such interruption continues. 

J Nothing in this part of this Act shall subject the Projectors 
or their agents to a penalty if they satisfy the Comt having cog·nizance 15 
of the case that an immediate execution of the work was i'equired to 
avoid an accident, or otherwise was a work of emergency, and that 
they forthwith se1:ved on the postmaster or officer in charge of the post 
or telegraph office nearest to the place where the work was done a 
notice of the execution thereof, stating the reason for executing the 20 
same without previous notice. 

K For the purposes of this Act, a telegraphic or telephonic line 
belonging· to or under the control of the. Government shall be deemed 
to be injurio·usly affected by a work if teiegraphic or telephonic com
munication by means of such line is, whether through induction 01· 25 
otherwise, in any'manner affected by such work or by any use made of 
such work. 

L If at any time the Projectors are dissatisfied wit_h anything done 
by the Postmaster-General under ·the alleged authority of this Act, the 
Company may appeal to a Judge of the Supreme Court, who shall 30 
determine whether the particular power claimed by the Postmaster
General is conferred upon him by this Act, and whether the manner in 
which the same has been exercised is reasonable and proper for the 
purpose for which it is conferred, and such Judge may make such order 
as he shall deem necessary to secure a proper exercise of such power.) 35 

·ao The Projectors may generate and supply, let, hire, and sell to 
any person, mine, or building within· the area of sup pi y electric power 
or electricity for lighing purposes 'or for motive power, upon such 
terms and conditions as iu this Act contained. 

31 The Projectors shall, before su.ppiying· any· person, mine, or 40 
building with electric power or electricity, put up and erect. suitable 
apparatus at some testing-place for the purpose of testing the normal 
strength and electric power and motiv~ force of the power supplied by 
them ; and the Minister or Local Authority may from time to time 
appoint a person to test the strength and electric power of the motive 45 
force to be supplied by the Projectors. 

32 The Projectors may let for hire to any consumer of electricity 
supriliecl by measure, uny meter or instrument for measuring the 
quantity of electricity supplied and consumed, and any conduits and 
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apparatus for.the conveyance, reception, and storage of the electricity, 
for ~uch remuneration in money as may be· agreed upon between the 
ProJectors and the consumer, which shall be recoverable in the manner 
hereinafter mentioned. 

5 33 Such meters, instruments, conduits, and- apparatus shall not be 
subject to distress for rent or rates or taxes of the premises where the 
same are used, or · to be al:tached or taken in execution under any 
process of any Court of Law or Equity, or under or in pursuance ·of 
any adjudicqtion, sequestration, or order in bankruptcy or other legal 

10 proceedings against or affecting the consumer of the electricity, or the 
· occupier of the premises or other the person. in whose possession the 

meters, conduits, instruments, and apparatus may be. 

34 Every person who shall have agreed with the Projectors for a 
supply of electricity by measure shall, at his own expense, unless he 

15 hire a meter from the Projectors, in which case such meter must be 
to the satisfaction of the consumer, provide , a meter, and keep and 
maintain the same in good working condition to the satisfaction of 
such officer as may be appointed by the Projectors ; and in the event 
of any repairs being required to such meter, notice in writing· shall be 

20 immediately given by such person to the projectors, and a registration 
of the quantity :used shall be taken before such repairs are effected. 

35 Every person requiring to remove or alter the position of any 
meter shall give Six days' notice in writing to that effect to the Pro
jectors, and a registration of the quantity of electricity shall be taken 

25 before such removal or alteration is made. 

36 If any person who under the provisions hereinbefore containe·d 
ought _to provide any meter, neglect or refuse to provide such meter, 
after having been required by the Projecto~·s so to do, he shall, for every 
such day during which such neglect or refusal continues, forfeit a sum 

30 not exceeding Two Pounds. 

37 1f any person who has proviqed any meter as aforesaid fail to 
give the notice ~ereinbefore required of any repairs required for such 
meter, he shall forfeit a sum not exceeding Ten Pounds, and a further 
sum not exceeding Five Pounds for each day (if: more thon one) that 

35 such meter remains unrepaired. 

38 If any person refuse or delay to have such meter properly 
repaired and put in correct working order after having been required 
by any officer of the Projectors so to do, the Projectors may shut oft 
the supply of electricity from the premises of such person, either by 

40 cutting, th.e co_nduits or service-pipe, or otherwise, until such meter 
shall haye been properly repaired and certified by some officer of the 
Projectors to be in proper working- order .. 

39 If any plumber or other person fix or refix an.y 11-1eter upon any 
premises supplied with electric power by the Projectors without having 

45 first obtained a certificate from the· Projectors that the said me,ter has 
been examined and found in currect working order, he shall forfeit a 
sum not exceeding Ten Pounds. 
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40 If any person remove or alter the position of, or in any way 
interfere with, any meter without giving such notice as afor·esaid, he 
shall for each such o.ffence forfeit a sum not exceeding Ten Pounds 
over and above the damage which he may be found liable to pay in any 
action at law at the suit of the Projectors. · 5 

41 The officers of the Projectors may enter any house, building, or 
land:,, to, through, or into which electricity is supplied by the Projectors 
by measure in order to inspect the meters, instruments, conduits, and 
apparatus for the measuring, conveyance, reception, or storage of 
electricity, or for the purpose of ascertaining the quantity of electricity I 0 
supplied or consumed, and may from time to time enter any house, 
building, or lands for the purpose of removing any meter, instrument, 
conduit, or apparatus the property of th~ Projectors; and if any person 
hinders any such officer from entering or making such inspection, or 
effecting such removal, he shall for· each such offence be liable to a 15 
penalty not exceeding Five Pounds ; but, except with the consent of a 
Justice of the Peace, this power of entry. shall be exercised only 
between the hours of Nine in the forenoon and Four in the afternoon. 

42 After conduits or wires have been laid and erected and put up 
under the authority of this Act for the supply of electric power or 20 
light to any street or part thereof, the Projectors shall cause a notice 
thereof to be published in a newspaper circulating in any town within 
the area of supply. . 

43 Any owner or occupier of any dwelling-house or part of a 
dwelling-house, mine, building, or property within the area of supply, 25 
who shall wish to have electricity brought into his premises, and shall 
have paid in advance or tendered to the Projectors the charge in 
respect of such electricity by this Act directed to be paid, may, with 
the consent of the Projectors first had and obtained, open the ground 
between the conduits of the Projectors, or erect poles and put wires and 30 
conductors thereon between and to communicate with the conduit, 
poles, and wires of the Projectors, and carry and run electricity therein 
and thereon, having first obtained the· consent of the owners and 
occupiers of such ground. 

44 Before any conduit or wire is made to communicate with the 35 
conduit or wires of the Projectors, the person intending to lay such 
conduit, or put up poles and wires, shall give Two days' notice to 
the Projectors of the clay and hour when such conduit or wire is 
intended to be made to communicate with the conduits or wires of the 
Projectors; and. every such conduit oi· wire shall be so made to 4U 
communicate under the superintendence and according to the directions 
of the surveyor, or other officer appointed for that purpose by the 
Projectors, and shall be of a strength and m9-terial approved by such 
surveyor or other officer. The conductor, communicator, distributor,. 
conduits, or wires put up to connect with the conduits or wires of the 45 
Projectors shall .be supplied by the Projectors at cost price to any person 
requiring the same, at his request and costs. 

45 Any person who shall have laid down any conduit, wire, or 
other ·works, or who shall have become the proprietor thereof, may 
remove the same after having first given· Six days' notice in writing to 50 
the Projectors of his intention to . do so, and of the time of such 
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proposed removal ; and every such person sl;tall make compensation to A.D. 1896. 
the Projectors for any injury or damage to their conduits, wires, or_ 
works ~hich may be· caused by such removal.· .. 

· 46 Any such owner or occupier may open or break up so much of Power to break· 
5 the street or pavement (if any). as shall be between the conduits of t,he up payement_s .. 

Projectors aud his house, building, or premises, or. any sewer or drain 
therein, for any such purpose as aforesatd ( doing as little damage 
as may be, and making compensation to the Local Authority for any 
such damage done in the execution of any such work). 

10 Provided always, that every such owner· or occupier desiring to 
break up any street or pavement, or any sewer or drain therein,' 
shall be subject to the same necessity of giving previous notice, and 
shall be subject to the same control, restri_ctions, and obligations in and 

· during the time of breaking up the same, and also reinstating the same, 
l 5 and to the same penalties for any delay in regard thereto, as the 

Projectors are subject to under the provisions of this Act. · 

47 -If any person supplied with electricity by the Projectors wrong
fully does, or causes or permits to be done, anything in contravention 
of any of the provisions of this Act, or wrongfully fails to do anything 

20 which under any of those provisions ought to be done for the preven
tion of the waste, misuse, or undue consm:nption of electricity, the 
Projectors may (without prejudice to any remedy against him in respect. 
thereof) cut off any of the conduits or wires by or through which 

. electricity is supplied to him or for his use, and. may cease. to supply 
25 him with electricity as long as the cause of injury re1iiains or is not 

remedied. .• 

48 If any persoi1 supplied with electricity by the· Projectors wilfully 
or negligently causes or suffers any conduit or other,apparatus to be out. 
of repair, or to be so used 'or contrivedthat the electricity supplied to 

30 him by the Projectors is or is likely to be wasted, _misused, or unduly" 
consumed, he shall for every such offence be liable to a· penalty not 
exceeding Fifty Pounds, and a further sum not exceeding Five Pounds 
for each d_ay (if more than one) that such offence continues'. 

49 If any person shall wilfully and maliciously destroy, -in.ju~·e, 
35 or damage, or attempt to destroy, injure, or damage, ·any conduit, pipe, 

. wire, or apparatus, or any of the works constituted under the authority 
of this Act, or -wilfully and maliciously de,· any act calculated to 
render any part or parts of the machinery or works o,f the Projectors. 
or their assigns unworkable or defective, or whereby any· el_ectricity is. 

40 or may be lost, wasted, misused, destroyed, or· interrupted in any way, 
he shall be·deetned guilty of a Felony, arid· liabre·to imprisonment, with 
or without hard labour, for any term not exceeding Two years. 

' ' ... 
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00-
50 It shall not be lawful for the owner 01· occ_upier of any premises No [pipe] (con-

supplied with electricity by the Projectors, or any consumer of the duit, &c.) to be 
45 1 · · f I p · t , h • ffi . -fixed to con-e ect1;1c1ty- o tie l'OJeC ors, or_ any. ot er _person, to a x, ~r cau~e or sumer's [pipe] 

permit to be affixed, any condmt, wue, or apparatus to a condmt or (conduit, &c.) 
wire belonging to or used by such owner or occupier, consumer, or a~y witho_ut_ 
other person, or·to make any" alteration in any su~h communication, or pe'.·n;11ssion of 
conduit, or wire, or in any apparati1s connected therewith, without the Pio3ectors. 

50 consen,t in every such case of the Projectors. And if any persor1 acts 
in any respect in contravention of the provisions of this Section he shall 
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for ev.ery sucl~ offence be liable to a penalty not excee.ding· Five Pounds, 
and the Projectors may recover damages in respeet of any injury done 
to their property, and without prejudice to· their right to recover 
from him the value of any electricity wasted, misused, or unduly 
consumed. 5 

· 51 No electric main or conductor shall be used for the supply of 
electricity, and no electric photometer shall. be us~d for ascertaining the 
illuminating power of electric light, and no electric meter shall be used 
for ascertaining the quanti1y of electricity supplied by the Projectors, 
unless. the said main, conducto·r, photometer, and meter respectively 10 
shall be of a pattern approved _in writing by. the Superintendent of 
Telegraphs. · 

:Potential of 52 No continuous electric current shall be supplied by the Pro-
current. jectors (beyond the transformer or point of distribution) to any electric 
~ line, main, or cable having an electro-motive force of more than [Two] 15 

(Three) hundred volts from the secondary terminals of the transformer; 
and no alternating current shall .be so supplied having an eJectro-

~ motive force of more than One hundred (and fifty) volts from such 
terminals. 

Provided, that if in the opinion of the Project.ors· it is deemed necessary 20 
for the purpose of carrying into effect the provisions of this Act to employ 
a higher tension of electricity than the said [Two] (Three) hundred 

~ volts in the caee of a continuous current, or the said One hundred (and 
fifty) volts in the case of an alternating current, a written notice of 
the same, containing- a statement of the extent of the proposed increase 25 
of electro-motive force, shall be served on the Superintendent of 
Telegraphs, who may, within Fourteen days from the receipt of such 
notice, give to the Projectors notice in writing of the necessary precau
tions to be. taken and things to be done by the said Projectors in order 
to secure the safety of the public, which said precautions (if any) shall 30 
be taken, and the terms of such last-mentioned notice (if any shall be 
given within the time named) shall in all respects be complied with by 
the Projectors before they shall supply a continuous electric cmrent of 
higher electro-motive force than [Two] (Three) hundred volts, or an 

O" alternating electric current of higher electro-motive force than One 35 

No form. of lamp 
or humer to be 
prescribed. 

hundred (and fifty) volts. · 
For every breach of any of the provisions of this Section the 

Projectors shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding Two hundred 
and fifty Pounds and not less than than One hundred Pounds, to be 
recovered in a summary manner before any Two Just~ces of the Peace; 40 
and every agent or work.man of the Projectors who shall knowingly and 
wilfully authorise or permit such a breach shall be liable to the like 
}'enalty, to be recovered in the manner hereinbefore provided. 

53 It shall n~t be lawful for the Projectors to prescribe any special 
form of lamp or burner to _be used by any person, or in any way to 45 
control or interfere with the manner in v..-hich electricity supplied by 
the Projectors is used : Provided, that no person shall pe at liberty to 
use any form of lamp or burner, or to use the electricity.supplied by 
the Projectors for any pmpose, or to deal with it in any manner, so as 
to unduly and improperly inteffere ,vith the supply of electricity sup- 50 
plied to any other person by the Projectors. 
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-54 If any person, to the injury of the Projectors, wrongfully takes or 
uses any water from any reservoir, watercourse, or conduit, or any water
power from any pipe·or conduit belonging to the Projectors, or from any 
pipe or conduit leading to or from any such reservoir, watercourse, con-

5 duit, or pipe, or from· any cistern or other like place containing w~ter 
or water-power belonging to the Projectors, Ol' supplied by them for the 
use of any purchaser of the electricity of the Projectors, he shall for 
every such offence be liable to a penalty not exceeding Five, POJ.mds, 

(No. 61.) 
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55 The surveyor or other ·person appointed for that purpose by the Inspection of 
10 Projectors may, between the liours of Nine o'clock in the forenoon. _and p1:emises s~~plied 

Four o'clock in the afternoon, enter into any house or premises supplied w1th electi'lCity. 
with electricity by the Pi•ojectors in order 'to examin<; if ther<:l be-
any waste or misuse of electricity, and if such surveyor or other 
person at any such time be refused admittance into such dwelling-

] 5 house or premises for the purpose aforesaid, or be prevented from 
making such examination as aforesaid, the Projectors may turn off the 
electricity supplied by them from such house or other premises. 

56 If any person cause tailings belonging to him or under his Penalty for 
control to run or be brought into any of the waterworks belonging lettinp; tailings 

:20 to the Projectors, whereby the water ~f the Projectors sha}l be fouled, ~:~~k~~to water
he shall for each such offence forfeit a sum not exceedmg Twenty 
Pounds, and a further sum of Twenty Shillings for each day (if more 
than one) that such offence continues, unless he has once pnwionsly 
given Three days' notice to the Projectors to make proper provisioµ 

:.l5 for receiving 1.he tailings. 

57 Where several houses or parts of houses, buildings, or mines in 
the separate occupation of several persons are supplied by one comrnon 
conduit or wire, or where electricity is supplied to courts, ;:i.ll~ys, ~nd 
rights-of-ways by conduit or otherwise, the several owners or occupiei·s 

30 of such houses or parts of houses, buildings, or mines, _ or of the 
several houses or parts of houses in every court,_ alley, or right-of-w;:i.y, 
shall be liable to the payment of the same charges for the supply of 
electricity as they would have been liable to if each of such several 
houses or parts of houses, buildings, or mines had been supplied with 

35 electricity from the works of the Projectors by a separate pipe. 

58 The Projectots are hereby ~uthorised to make such charges 
for the supply of electricity as may be agreed upon by them and the 

-persons to whom such electricity is supplied by the Projectors : :Pro
v:ided that in no case will the charge exceed One Shilling ?,nd Sixpence 

40 per unit. · 
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59 The charges for electricity, and. all sums due to t1i'e~ Projectors Rates to be 
under this Act, shall be paid by and be recoverable summarily before recov~i:able from 
any Two Justices of the Peace) or as a debt in any other Court of -occupier. 
competent jurisdiction, from the occupier of the premises, oi- the person · ·· 

45 requiring, receiving, or using the supply of electricity. 

60 If any person refuse or neglect to pay on demand to the Recovery of rates 
Projectors any charge oi" sum due to the Projectors under tl1is an_d charges. 
Act, the Projectors may stop the electricity from flowing or going 
into or on the premises in rP-spect of which such charge or sum is 

.50 payable by cutting off the conduit or wire to such premises by such 
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means as the Projectors shall think fit; and the Projectors may sue 
for and recover the charge or sum clue from such person with costs, 
and with the expenses of cutting off the electricity. 

· (M It shall be lawful for the Minister, with the approval of P;rlia- . 
ment, or for the Town Board or other . loc~l governing. body for the 5 
time being of the Town of Zeelian, at any time after the expiration of 
Twenty-one years from the passing of this Act_, by notice in writing-, to. 
require the Projectors to sell at the expiratioi1 of Six months from the 
giving of such notice, and the Projectors shall accordingly sell, to the 
Crown, or to the Town Board or other local governing body aforesaid, 10. 
the ,vhole or any part of the lands, machinery, and works then belonging · 
to the Projectors, and w~ich shall have been acqui!·ed, made, or erected 
under the authorhy of this Act, and all rights, privileges, powers, and 
advantages connected therewith or appurtenant thereto. · 

N The amount of ·compensation to be paid to the Projectors upon.15 
the purchase of the lands, machinery, and works, rights, privileges,. 
powers, and advantages comprised in. such notice, shall not exceed the 
actual cost of such laud . and of the bona ficle construction of such 
machinery and 'works, with an amount added equal to Twenty Pounds 
per centum on such cost. 20 

0 If the parties cannot agree upon the sum to be· paid as the 
purchase' money of the said lands, machinery,, and wor¾s, the question 
shall be referred to two or more arbitrators to be mutually agreed upon, 
or failing such agreement the reference shall be made in the manner 
hereinafter provided. 25 

__ l:1' If the 1jarties do I).Ot agree upon the arbitrators as aforesaid, the 
reference shall be made to Four arbitrators, Two of whom shall be 
appointed uy each party. 

Q Upon the appointment of Arbitrat(lrs nnder this Act, whether by 
mutual agreement' or otherwise, they shall, before entering on the 30 
business of the reference, appoint by ·writing under their hands an 
impartial and qualified person to b~ their umpire.) 

61 \Vherever by this Act authority is conferred on the Projectors· 
to enter upon any land for the purposes of this Act, or to do any act 
in or relating to the construction or maintenance of any work, tl;c 35. 
same authority shall extend to all persons acting by direction of the 
Projectors, and to all necessary agents, assistants, servants, workmen, 
means, and appliances whatsoever. 

62 All ,offence~ against this Act or any By-law made hereunder, 
and all penalties and sums of money imposed or made payable by this 40 
Act, shall be heard, determined, and recovered in a sun1mary way by 
any Two J u_stices of the Peace in the mode prescribed by The 
Magistrates Bu.mmary Procedure Act; and all penalties recovered by 
any such By-law shall be paid to the Projectors. 

63 Any pers<;m summar'ily convicted of any offence against this 45 
Act or any By-law made hereunder, or who feels himself aggrieved by 
any order made by any Justices of ~he Peace under this Act or any 
By-law made hereunder; may appeal against the conviction m the 
mode prescribed by The Appeals Regu,lation Act. 
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64 In all proceedings whatever for the recovery of any charges or 
sums of money nnder this Act, and in all other proceedings before 
Justices of the Peace in pursuance of this Act, it shall be lawful for the 
Justice or Justices in his or their discretion to award and order that the 

5 defendant shall pay such costs as to such Justice or Justices of the Peace 
shall seem just and reasonable in that behalf; and in case where such 
Justice or Justices of the Peace, instead of making· an order as aforesaid, 
shall dismiss the information or complaint, it shall be lawful for him or 
them in his or their discretion to award and order to the defendant such 

10 costs as to such .Justice or Justices of. the Peace shall seem jnst 
and . reasonable ; and the sums so allowed for costs shall in all 
cases be specified in the order made against the defendant or in the 
order of dismissal as aforesajd, and the same shall be 'recoverable in 
the same 111anner and under the same warrants as any penalty or sum 

15 of money adjudged to be paid in and by such order is recoverable; 
and in cases where there is no such penalty or sum to be thereby 
recovered, then such costs shall be recoverable by distress and sale of 
goods and chattels of the party ordered to pay the same : (Provided, 
that no imprisonment for non-compliance with any order for payment 

20 of any money or charges due t_o the Projectors shall be imposed.) 
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65 No action shall lie against any person for anything done m Person~ u:'lder 
pursuance of this Act unless notice in writing of such action, and of Act entitled to 
l f ·1 O l £ notice of 2ction_ t 1e cause thereo , is given to t 1e defendant ne mont 1 at least beiore 

the commencement of the action, and such action is commenced within 
25 Three months after the·cause of action has accrned ; and in any such 

action the defendant may plead the general issue, and give this Act and 
the special matter in evidence ; and no plaintiff shall recover in any 
such action if tender of sufficient amends has been made before such 
action brought, or if a sufficient sum of money has been paid into 

30 Court by or on behalf of the defendant after such action brought, 
together with the costs incmred up to that time ; ~nd if a verdict 
passes for the defendant, or if the plaintiff becomes non-suit or discon
tinues such action, or if, upon demurrer or otherwise, judgment is given 
against the plaintiff, the defendant shall recover his full costs as between 

35 attorney and client, and have the like remedy for recovering the same 
as any defendant has by law in other cases ; and, though a verdict is 
given for the plaintiff in any.such action, such plaintiff shall not have 
costs against the defendant unless the J ndge before whom the case is 
tried ·certifies his approbation of ·the action and the verdict obtained 

40 thereupon. 

66 If through any· act, neglect, or default on account whereof any 
person shall have incurred any penalty imposed by thii;l Act, any 
damage to any conduit, main, pipe, wire, or other property of the 
Projectors shall have been committed by such person, he shall be 

45 liable to make good such damage in addition to any penalty that may. 
be imposed upon him under this Act. 

67 Any notice required by this Act, or any By-:law or Regulation 
made hereunder, to be served on or given to any owner or occupier of any 
building, land, mine, or premises, or to any person, may be in writing or 

50 printed, or may be partly in writing and partly printed. And it shall 
be sufficient for all purposes of this Act, unless the said Act in any case 
prescribes a different course to be pursued, if any such notice is sent by 
post to the owner by registered letter addressed to his last known place 
of abode or business, or is served on the owner or occupier of such 
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b.uilding, land, mine, o:r premises, or left with some inmate apparently 
over the ag·e of Fourteen years living at the place of abode of such owner 

- or occupier, or (if there be no occupier) if such notice be posted on some 
conspicuous part of such building, land, mine, or premises ; and any 
notice required to be served or gi.ven in_ respect of any public street, road, 5 
or lane may be served on or sent by post as aforesaid to the secretary or 
clerk, or left at the office of the local authority having control of such 
street, road, or lane, or the portion thereof affected by the notice. 

68 Any notice required to be giveii· by the Projectors under this 
A.et shall be sufficient if signed by the Projectors or by their solic~tors. 10 

69 It shall be lawful for the Projectors, at any time after the 
passing" hereof, to assign, transfer, cop.vey, and release to any company 
duly incorporated for that purpose, or to any local authority, associa
tion, syndicate, partnership, person, or persons, all or any of the rights, 
powers, authorities, privileges, liabilities,' and obligations conferrecl and 15 
imposed upo~ them by _this Act, together with all or any of the .lands, 
tenements, and heredit&ments, estates, chattel~, and .effects of every kind 
acquired by them under or in pursuance thereof, and purchased, occu
pied, or used in connection with the construction, maintenan~e, and 
working of the works hereby authorised; and upon and after the corn- 20 
pletion of such assignment, transfer, couveyance, and release, the said 
Gompany, local authority, association, syndicate, partnership, person, or 
persons. their officers, agents, and servants, may lawfully exercise and 
enjoy all the rights, powers, authorities, and privileges, and shall be and 
continue to .be subiect to all liabilities, oblig;ations, penalties and for- 25 
feitures to which the Projectors or their officers, agents, or servants 
would have been entitled or subject had no such assignment, transfer, 
conveyance, and release been completed: Provi~ed, however, that 
nothing herein contained shall prejudice or affect any rights accrued, 
actions or proceedings taken against, or liabilities, obligations, penalties, 30 
or forfeitures incurred by the Projectors before the completion of the 
said assignment, transfer, conveyance, and release. 

70 U pori the completion ·of any such assignment, transfer, con
veyance, or release as is hereinbefore mentioned, this Act shall be read 
so that whenever the word" Projectors" occurs it shall be omitted and 35 
the name of the· company, local authority, association, syndicate, 
padnership, person or persons who shall be the assignee or transferee 
shall be read and taken to be inserted in its stead .. 

71 Subject to the provisions of this Act, the Projectors may from 
time to time make, alter, and repeal By-laws- 40 

:For regulating the form of contract to be entered into with the 
Projectors and any other person, and.generally for carrying into 
effect the purposes of this Act : 

As to supplying electricity: · . 
For determining the time at.which ~ny charge for _electricity shall 45 

be payable, and whether in advance or not; 
for regulating the form, material, dimensions, construction, and 

arrangement of pipes, conductors, conduits, wires, and other 
works' supplying electricity from the-pipes, conduits, or wires of 
the Projectors to adja~ent premises·, the tiine of executing and 50 
the notices .to be given for such works, the superintendence 
tbt,~reof, the making good and .replacing gro,,md which may be. 
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displaced in the course of such works, and for inspecting all A.D. 1896. 
works or appliances at reasonable times, whether situate withii;t 
any building or otherwise: 

For regulating the construction, disposition, custody, and inspec-
.5 tion of meters : · 

For preventing the waste or misuse of electricity suppli~d by the 
Projectors: . 

For preventing the use, directly or indirectly, of electricity supplied 
by the Projectors, by persons unauthorised by the Projectors: 

10 For preventing persons from wilfully breaking, injuring, or inter-
fering with any conduit, lock, cock, valve, engine, or work 
belonging to the Projectors, and from doing any other wilful 
act whereby the electticity supplied by the Projectors may be 
wasted. 

-r.15 72 Every such By-law shall, after approval by the Governor; and 
after such approval has been signified to the Projectors, be by them 
published at least once in the Ga::;ette; and no such By-law shall have 
any force or effect until it has been published in the Ga-:.ette, and every 
such By-law sha11, when so published, be binding upon and be observed 

· 20 by all persons, and shall be sufficient to justify all persons acting under 
the same. 

73 All By-laws made by the Pr~jectors under this Act shall be laid 
before both Houses of Parliament within Fourteen days of the making 
thereof if Parliament is in Session, and if not, then within Fourteen 

25 days after the commencement of the next Session. -

By-laws to be 
approved and 
published. 

By-laws to be 
laid before 
Parliament. 

74 Every such By-law shall state a maximum penalty for the breach Penalties in 
thereof, not in any case exceeding Ten Pounds. By-laws. 

75 The production of the Ga-:.·ette containing any such By-law 
shall in any action at law or suit in. Equity, or any arbitration, or any 

30 proceeding in any Court, be prima facie evidence that s11.ch By-law as 
it is p'rinted in such Ga.zette has been duly made and published as 
hereinbeforn provided. 

76-(l .) Before commencing· to construct any works authorised by 
this Act, the Projectors shall register with the Registrar under " The 

35 Companies Act, ] 869," and shall publish in the Hobart Gazette the 
name and place of abode or business of the· person who for the time 
being carries on the business of the Projectors in Tasmania, and also the 
situation of the Office in Tasmania of the Projectors, and shaU in like 
manner upon any change of such person, or in the situation of such 

40 office, register and publish the same. And such person shall be deemed 
to be the Agent, and such office to be the Registered Office of the 
Pr~jectors. . 

(2.) The name of the style or firm under which the Projectors are 
cari·ying on business, and that such Office is their Registered Office 

. 45 under this Act, shall appear and be stated in a conspicuous manner on 
the outside of such Registered Office. 

(3.) Any Bill in Equity, writ, summons, notice, order, or other 
docum!3nt relating to the works authorised by this Act, or to any 
matter herein mentioned, or to the privileges or liabilities of the 

fJO Projectors hereunder, may be served upon the Projectors by delivering 
. the same to their Agent, or by leaving the .same at their Registered 
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Office, or by sending the same in a prepaid and registered letter 
addressed to the Projectors at such Office_. . 

· ( 4.) If the Projectors shall at any time transfer or assign their rights, 
privileges, and authorities,under this Act, or any of them, to a Com- . 
pany incorporated and registered in Tasmania under "The Companies 5-
Act, 1869," the preceding provisions of this Section shall not extend · 
or apply to such Company. 

77 The Projectors shall, within Six months after the passing of 
this Act, place on fixed deposit in some Bank in Hobart to be approved 
of by the Minister, in the name of the Treasurer of the Colony, the 10· 
sum of Five hundred Pounds as a security for the due construction of 
part of the works authorised by this Act within Two years from the 
passing of this Act; and if the Projectors do not commence the con
struction of the said works in a bona fide manner, and continue the 
construction of such works to the satisfaction of the Minister, before 15-
(the First clay of July, One thousand eight hundred and ninety-seven,) 
and expend upon the said works not less than Two thomand Pounds 
before the (First clay of July, One thousand eight hundred and . 
ninety-eight) the said sum of Five hundred Pounds and the interest 
accrued thereon shall be forfeited to Her Majesty, and shall become 20· 
part of the Consofalatecl Revenue Fund of the Colony. 

78 On the completion of the said works, or part of the said works, 
and the expenditure of the sum of Two thousand Pounds to the satis
faction of the Minister, the said sum of Five hundred Pounds shall be 
repaid to the Projectors ; and until such sum is repaid to the Projectors 25 
they shall be entitled to receive, unless such mm is forfeited as afore
said, interest thereon half-yearly as from the day of deposit. 

79 If the said works authorised by this Act, or some part thereof, 
are not commenced, and the construction thereof continued according 
to the provisions of this Act, and the sum of Two thousand Pounds is 30 
not expended upon the said works, or a part thereof, or if the Projectors 
shall fail to carry out the objects and purposes of this Act to the 
satisfaction of the Ministe·r certified under his hand, then the powers, 
authorities, and privileges conferred by this Act upon the Projectors, 
and any lease granted by the Crowi1 or any person to the Projectors, 35 
shall cease and be void. 

80 Notwithstanding anything in· this Act contained, it shall be 
lawful for the Governor, with the advice of the Executive Council, on 
the Address of both Houses of Parliament, to extend the time for the 
completion of the works authorised bf this Act. 40 

81 The rent and compensation to be paid by the Projectors to the 
Minister for the use of any water taken under the authority of this Act, 
shall be estimated and calculated in the manner provided in "The 
Mineral Lands Act" for the use of water. 

82 If the Projectors should at any _time assign and transfer all the 45 
rights, powers, privileges, benefits,· concessions, and advantages con
ferred upon them by this Act to any Compan:y formed or incoyporated 
in any country or place beyond this Colony, and which is not registered 
in Tasmania under Tlte Companies Act, 1869, then such Company 
shall register with the Registrar of Companies under Tlw Companies 5(} 
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Act, 1869, the name and place of abode or, business of the person A~D. 1826. 
appointed by such Company to carry on the business of the Company 
in Tasmania, and also the situation of the Office of such Company ; 
and the person so registered shall be deemed to be the Agent of such 

5 Company,. and such Office shall for all purposes be the Registered 
Office of such Company. 

83 Upon such registration the said Company may sue and be Pl'ojectors 
sued in their corporate name in Tasmania, and. the liability of such may sue. 
Company and all proceedings against such Company shall be the same 

] O and shall be taken and pursued in the sam~ manner as if such Com-
pany had been duly registered in Tasmania under the provisions 
of The Companies Act, I 869. 

84 Sections Forty-three, Forty-four, Forty-five,- and Forty-six of Sections of 
The Companies Act, 1869, shall be incorporated with this Act, and pompanies Act 

15 shall apply to the Projectors aforesaid in the same manner and to the meorporated. 
like effect as if the Projectors had been duly registered under the said 
Act. 

f Private.] 
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