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GENERAL HOSPITAL, COMMISSION. 

(Seal) VICTORIA, by the Grace of GoD of the United Kingdom of Gr~at Britain and 
Ireland, Queen, Defender of the Faith. 

To Our trusty and well-beloved The Honorable WILLIAM LoDEWYK CROWTHER, 
Member of the Legislative Council, EDWARD JOHNSTONE MANLEY, Esquire, 
WILLIAM WEBB SPICER, Clerk in Holy Orders, SAMUEL SMITH TRAVERS, 
Esquire, and The Honorable JA.MES WHYTE .. 

GREETING: 
WHEREAS we have thought it expedient to enquire into the general condition and management 
of the General Hospital in Hobart Town: Know ye that We, reposing great trust and .confi­
dence in your fidelity, disc,retion, and integrity, have authorised and appointed, and by these 
Presents do authorise and appoint you the said ,VILLIAM LoDEWYK CRoWTHEu, EDWARD 
JOHNSTONE MANLEY, WILLIAM WEBB' SPICER, SAMUEL SMITH TRAVERS, and JAMES 
WHYTE, or any three or more of you, to make diligent enquiry into the general conditioµ 
and management of the General Hospital in Hobart Town: And for the better discovery of the 
truth in .the premises We do, by these Presents, give and grant unto you or any three or more 
of you full power and· authority to call before you all such persons as you shall judge necessary 
by whom you may obtain information in the premises: And Our further will and pleasure is, that 
you or any three or more of you shall reduce into writing under your hands what you shall 
discover in the premises, and do and shall, on oz: before· the thirty-first day of January, one 
thousand eight hundred and seventy-seven, certify unto Us in Our Executive Council in 'fasmania, 
in writing under your hands respectively, your several proceedings by force of these Presents, 
together with what you shall find touching or concerning the premises upon such enquiry as 
aforesaid: Arid we further will and command, and by these Presents ordain,, that this Our Com­
mission shall continue in full force and virtue,· and that ·you Our &aid ·commissioners or any 
three or more of you shall and may, from time to time, proceed in the execution hereof, and 
of. every matter and thing herein contained, although the same be not continued from time to, 
time ,by adjournment: · And We do· hereby command all and singular Our loving subjects 
wlioinsoev,er within Our said Colony of Tasrrianfa: that they he assistant to you ,in the execution, 
of these Presents : And we direct and 11,ppoint that HENRY EDWIN SMITH, Esquire, shall be 
Secretary to Our said Commissioners, and We command that he be assistant in the execution 
of tl\ese Presents. 

In testimony whereof we have caused these Our Letters to be made Patent, and the Public 
Seal.of Our Colony of .Tasi;nania and its Dependencies to be hereunto affixed. 

Witness Oqr trusty and well-beloved FREDERICK ALOYsnrs WELD, Esquire, Com• 
panion. of .the Most. Pistinguisbed Order of Saint, Michael and S,aint George, 
Governor and Commander-in-Chief in and over the Colony of 'l'asmania and· 
its Dependencies, at Hobart Town, in Our said Colony, this eleventh day of 
December, in the fortieth )'ear of Our Reign. 

FRED. A. WELD, 

By His Excellency's Command, 
Tnos. REIBEY, Colonial Sec1·etary. 
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MINUTES OF· THE' MEETINGS. 
.•. ) 

THURSDAY, 14TH DECEMBER, 1876 •. First Jl,:leeting. 
At the Board Room, General Hospital, Liverpool-street •. Commission me~ at~ P.~: __ ... . 
Present-The Honorable William L. Crowther, M.L.C.;. Edw11rrl Johnsto~e Manley, ''.Esquire; the Rev~rend 

William Webb Spicer; Samuel Smhh 'rravers,, Esquire; and the Honorable James Whyte. 
On the motion of Mr. Whyte, the Rev~rend W. W. Sr,icer was elected qhairman. 
Royal Commission read by Secretary, with Colonial Secretary's letter, of 11th December, 1876, to the Hon. 

William L. Crowther, enclosing Commission to that gentleman; and letters from the <Jol<;mial. Secretary·to th.e,.Sur­
geon-Superiutendent and Honorary Medical Officer8, dated 8th December, 1876; also certain correspondence num-
bered W. 621, referring to Miss Abbott's suggestions marked.A.· Ordered to be printed. · ·. . - · 

Resolved, That the under-mentioned witnesses be summoned in the following order :-Miss :Abbott, Lady 
Superintendent; Miss Holden, Dr. Turnley, Dr. Smart, Dr. Butler, and •Dr,·Bright. ·., .. · • .. , .· . '. ·' 

Examined Miss Abbott. 
Adjourned at 6·10 P.M. until 3 o'clock to-mo'rrow. 

FRIDAY, 15TH DECEMBER, 1876. 
Issued summons to Miss Holden to attend at 3 P.M. this day. 
Commission met at 3 P.M. 

P,·esent-All the Commissioners. 
Resolved, ;!'hat the evidence ~fall the witnesses be print~d. 
Examined M·iss Holden. 
Adjourned at 4·35 P.M. until-,1.1 :A1?1I.. on. Monday,.the 18th inst. 

SATURDAY, 16TH DECEMBER, 1876. 
Issued ~um.m@s ~<? :pr. •rurnley to,'attend at 11 o'clock on Monday next. 

'J 

The Commissioners met at 3 P:M. and made a thorough inspection of the Hospital and premises· perta~ning 
thereto. 

Commission met at 11 A.M. 

Present-All the Commissioners. 
Examined Dr. Turnley. 

MONDAY, 18TH DECEMBER, 1876. 

Adjourned at 1·15 to 3 P.M. to-~orrow. 

Commission met at 3 P.M. 

Present-All the Commissioners. 

'fUESDAY, .19TH DECEMBER, 1876. 

The Secretary laid on the table 19 letters from Miss Abbott, March 6th to Deceµiber 18th, ~876. OJ:dei.;ed to 
.be printed. 

Examined Dr. Turnley and Dr. Macfarlaiw. 
Issued summons to Dr. Smart to attend on-Thursday next. 
Adjourned at 4·50 P.M. to 3 P.M. on Th1,1.rsday, the 21st .instant. 

Commission met at 3 P.M. 
THURSDAY, 21ST DECEMBER, 1876·. 

Present-The Chairman and Messrs. Crowther, Manley, and Trave:i·s. 
Examined Dr. Smart and Mr._John Seal~. 
Issued summons to Dr. Butler to attend at 3 P,M. to-morrow. 
Adjourned at 5·38 P,M. to 3 o'clock·to~morrow. 

, ,FRIDAY, 22ND DECEMBERt 1876, 
Commission met. at 3,~.M. , · · .· 

Pr;sent:....The, Cl1~i~~an: ~nd Messrs: c'rowther, Manley, and Trave;~. · 
Examined Dr. Butler. 

,·,·.- i:·-

Mr. Henry Hunter's Report of 18th N oiember, 1876, and· correspondence connected therewith, read and ordered 
to be printed. 

Dr. Bright to Le summoned to attend at 3 P.M. on Thursday next. 
Adjourned at 5•23 to 3 P.M. on Thursday next, 
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THURSDAY, 28TH DECEMBER, 1876. 
Commission met at 3 P.M. 

Present-The Chairman, and Messrs. Crowther, Manley, and Travers. 
Examined Dr. Bright. 
Issued summons to Mr. Seager to attend·at 3 P.ru:. to-morrow. 
Adjo_urned at 5·50 l'.M:until 3 o'clock to-morrow. 

FRIDAY, 2!JTH DECEMBER, 1876. 
Commission met at 3 l'.M. 
Present-The Chairman, and Messrs. Crowther, Manley, and Travers. 
Examiued Mr. Seager. 
Adjourned at 5·30 to 3 P.M. to-morrow. 

SATURDAY, 30TH DECEMBER, 1876. 
Issued summonses to Dr. Turnley and Miss Rosamond Holden to attend o.t 3 P,M. this do.y. 
Commission met o.t 3 o'clock. 
Present-The Chairman, o.nd Messrs. Crowtl1er, Manley, and Travers. 
Re-examined Dr. Turnley o.nd Mr. Seager. 
Examined Miss Rosamond Holden. 
Return from Surgeon-Superintendent 22nd December, 1876, number of wardsmen, nurses, &c. employed dur­

ing the yco.r 1875. Mr. Pregnell's letter to Cc,lonial Stornkceper. Return from Colonial Storekeeper, 8th Decem­
ber, 1876. Ditto bread and meat, 1875. Ordered to be printed. 

Adjourned o.t 5·45 P.M. until 3 o'clock on Tuesday next, the 2ncl January, 1877. 

. 'l'UESDA Y, 2ND ,J ANDARY, 1877. 
Issued summonses to Dr. Mo.cfo.rlane, and James Wai·e the Gatekeeper, to attend o.t 3 r.M. this do.y. 
Commission met at 3 P,M. 

Present-The Chairman, and Messrs. Crowther, Manley, and Travers. 
Re-examined Dr. Macfarlane. 
Examined Ja.mes Ware. 
Adjourned o.t 4·45 to 3 P,M. to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY, 3nn JANUARY, 1877. 
Issued summons to Dr. Perkins to attend at 3 P,M. this day. 
Commission met o.t 3 o'clock. 
Present-The Chairman, and Messrs. Crowther, Manley, and Travers. 
Examined Dr. Perkins. 
Re-examined l\fr. Seager. 
Adjourned at 4·20 P.M. to 3 P,M. on M ondo.y next, the 8th instant. 

Commission met at 3 P,l\l. 

Present-AIi the Commissioners. 
Re-examined Miss Abbott. 

MONDAY, 8TH JANUARY, 1877. 

Adjourned o.t 4·10 r.:r.r. to 10·30 A,llI. ?n Friday next. 

Commission 'met at 10·30 A.ll. 

Present-AIi the Commissioners. 

FIUDAY, 12TH JANU.ARY, 1877. 

The Chairman presented o. draft Report, ivhich Was ·read by the Secrctar.y. 
Resolved, on the motion of Mr. ,Yhyte, seconded by Mr. 'l'ro.vers, That the Report, as read, be adopted •. 
Carried unanimously. 



REPORT. 

To His Excellency FREDERICK ALOYSIUS WELD, Esquire,· Companion of the Most 
.Distinguished Order of Saint Michael and Saint George, Governor · an·d 
_ Commander-in-Chief in and over the Colony of Tasmania and its .Dependencies. 

MAY IT PLEASE Y ouR ExcELLE_NCY. 

. WE, the undersigned Cornmissio1;1ers appointed by Her M~jesty's Commission, bearing date the. 
11 th December, 1876, to enquire into the general condition and management of the General_ 
Hospital, Hobart Town, have the honor to submit to Your Excellency the following Report :-

, - Upon the Commission being placed in our hands we lost no time in entering upon the investi..: 
gation of t,he important matters submitted for our con.sideration. · .By the terms of that Com- · 
mission certain definite subjects were proposed by the Government, which we have carefully 
considered, together with such other matters of importance as arose during the enquiry. 

Our first meeting was held at the Board Room, General Hospital, Hobart Town, on the l 4tk 
December last, and we have held.thirteen meetings and examined twelve witnesses. 

;- On_the 16th oflast month we.made a· careful inspection of the Hospital and premises pertaining·; 
~~ . . .. 
. We now beg to lay before Your Excellency the result of our investigations, taking e~ch of the 

subjects seriatim :- . · · ' _ -~ 

Suqject 1.-" The complaints, ·and their cause, of the Lady Superintendent, as detailed in the accompanying -
Me111orandum, and the practicability of currying out the suggestions contained therein." ; 

_ We have come to the unanimous conclusion that these complaints, twent:Y:-five in number,· are 
well founded. Of those capable of immediate remedy three (namely, N os. 6, 8, and 10) have been:_ 
attended to; and in regard to No. ·25, " dead bodies are removed to the dead-house before burial, , 
and it is my duty to see to the shrouding of females: that duty is sometimes postponed till it becomes: 
offensive, and the nurses object to perform it ;" it appears that the nurses are not now admitted . 
into the dead-house, but the bodies are shrouded in the wards . 

. . . · We are further of opinion that ~he suggest~ons of the Lady Superintendent are practicable, and_ 
may be carried out without difficulty-. . -· · · . -

81iqject 2.-"'l'he reasons that have induced the Lady Superintendent to state, as set forth in her letter of' the 4th __ 
; .• instant; that under no circumstances would she or the larly nurses consent to remain, if the services of the present. 
,_;. House Steward and Gatekeeper-are retained in the e~tablishment/'. · 

We believe that the reasons adduced by the Lady Superintendent are well established, and" 
deserve-immediate attention. , ... , _,.-. . _. , . : . 

... · vVith.regard to the Hom~e Steward and Gatekeeper, the evide~Ge taken exhibits a divided~ 
iaterest existing -at the General ·Hospital, and shows plainly since. the· arrival of the Lady:: 
Superintendent and superior ·nurses·. a geperal. want of co-operation-. on the part of the formei:,.'. 
and-of due subordination and respect on. the-part of the latter .. _ . · ·. - _ 

W ~-beg to state, fur~he;,that· in our opinion the Lady Superintendenf and ~urses are justified 'iri.} 
their intention " not to remain an hour longer than their term of agreement should matters remain· 
a~ heretofore" (vide letter of:3rd November), it being impossible ·for ladies with any self'.-respect to_:, 
continue to work in an· establishment where·such glaring defects -exist- ·as the evidence has disclosed 
-;-defects which have for tbe :gio_st _part t>een repeatedly an_d respectfully _brought. under the notic;e of 

. th·e Hospital authorities by ·the Lady Superintendent,. but 'witho\it. effect:. i:i:ideed, the hope of m~king .. 
themselves useful cannot but be thwarted'at every i;tep, where ·the appliances ·of nursing and dieting-:. 
3:;re: so far below "'.hat they ~hould be, and where the ward and other accommodation is so palpably 
i#sufficient. We desire to·suj:rpti:fr this statement by' quoting the' words of a wr~ter in Nacmiilan's_ 
]f1agazine of September,·] 876 ::._'''It is,.sitnp_ly a waste of time, 1rioiiey,· and energy to train nrirsesf 
a'iii:l then draft thein •off· inJo, Hos1'>1tals ·which are·still under the old system· ii1 'the belief that by-this, 
,i#_rans the nursingin the~~ Hospitals will he reformer!. In by' far the majority of cases they willi 
:<jiiickly sink to the level 'which' surrounds- them:· Whatever good-wilFihey nray have to -keep up 
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the traditions of their training and carry out the principles they have learned, it ,Till be impossible 
for them to nurse in a Hospital which does not possess facilities or even possibilities·for proper 
administration and order in the nursing department. In most instances a very good nurse suddenly 
transferred from the training school to an ill-managed Hospital will become discouraged and 
dispirited, and after a few efforts in a higher direction will acquiesce in a state of things which, after 
all, it is not in her power to alter." 

Instead ofrunning the chance of falling to the level of their surroundings, the lady nurses of 
the General Hospital choose the wiser course of retiring altogether unles8 the evils complained of 
are remedied. 

§uqject 3.-" The existing systen;i. o.f nursing o,nd dieting the sick, and the. mann_er in which _tb.e latter is rccordccl." 

The existing system of nursing has been proved by the evidence of every medical witness 
,examined, with a single exception, to be all that could be desired; out after a careful review of the· 
e_vid(:!nce. of the Surgeon and Lady Superintendents, the House Surgeon, the Honorary Medical· 
Offic;ers, the Superior Nurse, and the House Steward, we feel constrained to state our opinion that_ 
the dieting of the sick and the manner in which the latter is recorded are defective. 

It appears, moreover, that the plan pursued in most of the wards is devoid of system. Checks 
of the simplest kind, and_ such as are adopted in all well-managed Hospitals, are wanting: indeed, 
fiwts were elicited in connection with the accounts of the establishment, especially in regard to the· 
diets and extras, which tend to prove that upon economic grounds alone an alteration is demanded. 
A perusal of the evidence of the Surgeon~Superintendent and of the House Steward will supply· 
al;mp.dan,t data in supp,ort of this opinion. 

From the evidence of the Lady Superintendent, the House Surgeon, and the Superior Nurse, it 
appears that in several of the vVards no systematic record of the patients' cas(;ls, diets, medicines, or 
extras is kept; in fact neither nurse nor medical attendant has anything to trust to but memory in 
these important matters. 

We have thought it right to bring under the special notice of Your Excellency the evidence 
taken with regard to the accounts of the Hospital, as detailed by tlie Surgeon-Superintendent and 
House Steward ; there not having been, since. the abolition of the Board of Management, th_e 
slightest check of any kind establi.sb,~d .. 

The plan pursued in the matter of stores. and extras is open to the. gravest oqjection. Under 
Board Management an important check existed at the_ hands of the Finance Committee. Rule 11 
declares that, " No accounts t"haH be paid until they have been examined and. approved by the 
Finance Committee, who shall supervise the books of account, and report quarterly thereon to the: 
Board of Management." 'l'his important check has been expunged from the Revised Rules 
appended, (February 4, 1871) ; no substitute bas been. introduced, ~nd matters h:we been left to the_ 
sole responsibility of the House Steward. 

Suqject 4.-" The sufficiency of the appliances for effective nursing, preparation. of food, supply ofwnter, hot and col.d." : 

We have no special remark to. make on the subject of ventilation,. or regulation of temperature. 
No. complaints have been ma~e, and,_ with the exception perhaps of the ventilating apertures being 
too large and without the means of being closed or partially closed, we have no reason to dwell on 
these points. 

On thti other hand, the "appliances for effective nursing, preparation- of food, and supply of 
~ater," are by no means what they should be, and require immediate' improvement. 'l'he matter of 
baths, and of the supply of water, is referred to in the Lady Superintendent's• suggestions, and the 
insufficiency ofbath accommodation_ is forcibly brought out in tlrn Superior Nurse's evidence, question 
and answer, No. 74 :-" Do you consider· the bath accommodation sufficient to meet the cases co:n­
stantly demanding treatment? Very insufficient indeed; three or-four have frequently been bathed 
in the same water. For a long time. past only one bath has been in working· order for all the male. 
wards." 

I 

Sulject 5.-'-" Also to recommend' for the consideration of the Government such an architectural design ns they may: 
deem best e_alculated to remedy th.-i known defecw-in the H.ospital bu,ildings and-accomµiodation." 

We recommE;ind (a~ being urgently needed) the erection of a portion of the new Female 
~ospital, consisting of _abo_ut eig~t wards,. with the requisite convenien~es .. 

We also recommend that. a steam apparatus be. at once provi!ied, of sµfficient power and capacity 
to. supply the Male Hospital,. laundry and kitchen, (both to be. new), as. well as the new Femal~ 
llospital, with a plentiful supply of hot water ; that private apartme_ntfl be erected for female patients 
the subjects of deliri.um. trem,ens. or. under obse].'.vati.on for insanity ;. al).d, that tJie three cells now in. 
:u~e be so alter.ed as. to ma,ke .. them. better, suited: to the. pur:ro.ses to which they; have been so long; 
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applied ; that certain necessary alterations be made in the closets, baths, and lavatories of the Male 
Hospital, and greater conveniences for the nursing staff in connection with that building ; and• that 
quarters for the House Surgeon be immediately provided upon the Hospital premises. The old 
building will still be used for diphtheria, scarlet fever, erysipelas, and other infectious diseases, at 
least until such time as larger means are available, and the Hospital shall be rendered more complete 
by the erection of isolated apartments for the reception of the class of diseases just noted. 

In conclusion, we have the honor respectfully to state, that the subjects now brought under 
Your Excellency's notice might have been enlarged upon, and many fresh topics introduced ; but we 
are of opinion that the interests of the patients, and of all concerned in the welfare of the Hospital, 
will be best served if such points only are adverted to in this Report as call for immediate redress 
or removal. 

Many matters of detail may be dealt with when the management and discipline of the Hospital 
are placed upon a better footing. The evidence tendered to us abundantly shows that, as regards 
these points, radical changes are needed. 

It appears that, at present, the entire management of the Hospital (with all its complicated 
· arrangements, medical, economical, ·and financial) are in the hands of a single Officer, the Surgeon­

Superintendent; and that, in addition to his multifarious duties within the walls of the Establishment, 
and his care of the out-door patients, he is "also Medical Officer for the Male and Female Gaols, 
· Houses of Correction, Reformatory for Boys, Male and Female Invalids, and Immigration Depot,. 
and the Queen's Asylum; also Health Officer for the Port of Hobart Town, and Medical Attendant 
to Paupers at their own homes." (Vide Question 91 and answer.) 

As the evidence shows, it has'been manifestly beyond the power of a single person to carry out 
effectually so many urgent claims upon his time and attention. 

We therefore respectfully impress upon Your Excellency the importance and necessity ·of 
appointing a Board of Management with duties and responsibilities properly defined, as in the case 
of the Hospital for the-Insane at New Norfolk. 

W e•have reason to hope that such a Board will prove, as in other places where it has been 
fairly tried, a success ; and profiting by the experience of the past, coupled with the infusion of new 
blood, of improved appliances, an~ greater conveniences, there will be nothing to prevent the General 
Hospital at Hobart Town from assuming a position second to none in the Southern Hemisphere. 

H .. E. SMITH, Secretary, 
l2tli January, 1877., 

W. W. SPICER, Cliairman. 
WILLIAM LODEK· CROWTHER. 
E. J. MANLEY. 
S. SMITH TRAVERS. 
JAMES WHYTE. 



CO RR ESP ON DENCE. 

Colonial Secretary's Office, 11th December, 1876, 
Sm, . 

. . _ IN forwarding the accompanying Commission for an enquiry into the condition and general 
management of the Hobart Town General Hospital, I have the honor to request the attention of the 

. Commissioners to the following subjects as requiring their special consideration :- ·' 

· 1. The complaints, and their cause, of the Lady Superintendent, as detailed in the accompanying 
· memorandum, and the practicability of carrying out the suggestions contained therein. : 

2. The reasons that have induced the Lady Superintendent to state, as set forth in her letter 
of the 4th instant, that under no circumstances would she or the Lady Nurses consent to remain if 

,±he services of the present House Steward and Gatekeeper are retained on the Establishment. 
3. The existing system of nursing and dieting the sick, and the manner in which the latter is 

, recorded. 
. 4. The sufficiency of the appliances for effective nursing, preparation of food, supply of water 
(hot and cold), for ventilation, and the regulation of temperature. 

5. Also to recommend for the consideration of Government such an architectural design as 
· they may deem best calculated to remedy the known defects in the Hospital buildings and 

accommodation. · 

. I have no doubt that many other points. of importance will occur to the Members of the 
Commission as the enquiry progresses; and I in no way desire to limit them to the above-mentioned 
subjects, but earnestly to request that the investigation may be thorough and exhaustive,-the single 
desire of the Government being to secure that so valuable an Institution shall, in all respects; be 
conducted on the most approved principles, and become a credit to the Colony. 

1 have, &c. 

The Hon. W. L. CROWTHER, M.L.C., Albert Terrace. 
(Signed) THOS. REIBEY. 

Srn, 
Colonial Secretary's Offi~e, 8th December, 1876, · 

THE members of the Nursing Staff of the General Hos.pita! lmving notified their intention to 
resign their appointments at the end of the year unless material alterations are made in connection 
with the general management of the lnstitutio~, His Excellency the Governor has been pleased to 
appoint a Commission to enquire into the subject with the view of ascertaining what changes it 
may be desirable to effect, so as to render the Hospital more acceptable to the general public, and 
.the system of management more in accordance with that which obtains in modern Hospitals in other 
eountries. 

· I have, therefore, to request that y-ou will afford the Members of the Commission all the 
assistance in your power in the conduct of the enquiry entrusted to them. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) THOS. REIBEY. 

The Surgeon Superintendent, General Hospital, Hobart Town. 

Sm, 
Colonial Secretary's Office, 8th December, 1876. 

IN consequence of the conditional resignation of the Nursing Staff of the General Hospital, on 
the grounds that they feel unable to continue in the discharge of their duties unless the Government 
may see fit to make certain changes in the genaral management of the Institution, which they deem 
of great importance as connected with the proper discharge of their functions, His Excellency the 

. Governor has been pleased to appoint a Commission to enquire. into the subject, with the view 
of ascertaining what alterations it may be deemed desirable to effect so as to render the Institutjon 
more acceptable to the general public; and the system adopted more in accordance with that wl1ich 
obtains in public Hospitals of the present day. 
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I feel assured that you will kindly afford tlie Members of the Commission every information 
and assistance in your power to render the enquiry complete, and thus give additional practical 
value to their Report. 

I have, &c.' 

Tlte Hon. HENRY BUTLER, M;H;A,; 
(Signed) THOS. REIBEY. 

Honorary Medical Officer, General Hospital. 

[Similar to R. S. Bright, Esquire; T. C. Smart, Esquire; and H. A. Perkins, Esquire, M.D.] 

Sm, 
Tlie Hosp~tal, 26th August, 1876. 

"' _. I DEG lea~e to relllind you that my engagement as Lady Superintendent of the General 
-·Hospital of Hobart Town, and of the whole of the Nursing Staff of the Hospital, terminates 31st 
of December next; and that'the engagement of four trained Nurses and one Probationer brought 

. 'oy irie from Sydney terminates at the same time. 

Two other trained Nurses were engaged by me to come from Sydney, last June, to .join JI)y 
. 'Nursing Staff, with the 1,mnction· ofGovermnent, but for no specific term. 

.. . I feel it to be my duty to acquaint you-that it is my wish to relinquish my charge at the en'd 
of my engagement ; and I am requested by all the trained Nurses, as well as by' the Probationer,_to 
inform you that they do not wish to 'remain lc>'nger than 31st December next. 

My reason for'troublingyou thus 'eai'ly is to prevent any inconvenience arising from a:shorter 
notice. 

_ . I may be permitted to add (and I do so with great· reluctance) that the Hospital ·arrangements, 
·: in relation both ,to :patients 'and _ Nurses, are confassedly in many respects· inconsistent with good 
_. management, and have ·been the cau·se of' much ·dissatisfaction in the discharge of Hospital duty. 

'I have,&c. 

. 'llie Hon. tlie Colonial Secretary. 
(Signed)· FLORENCE ABBOTT, L.S. 

MISS ABBOTT'S SUGGESTIONS ON HOSPITAL. 

A. 
REMARKS on :t1,.e General Hospitaz'Management. 

l. Printed Rules necessary to ensure regularity and discipline-much inconvenience at-present 
'·'for want ofihem. 

2. Patien"b, not to ·be admitted <lfrty ot filthy, unless too- ill to be cleaned. At present patients 
often not bathed; or if bathed not properly cleaned, and vermin consequently introducecl into the 
wards.either on the pel'.son or in the clothes. Hair of males when long and dirty ought to he cut; 
and clothes when taken from patients to be invariably washed. or 'fumig·ated before beirig stowed. 
away. 

3. Bathing and cleaning to be under stricter regulations than at present, with plenty of hot 
'and cold water to prevent the same water being· used for more than one person. 

4. Present hot and cold "\\'ate~ arrangements very defective-hot water often not to be had­
the copper fires often lightecl only once a day, and's·npplies from the kitchen ·often the·only resource~ 
and not always to be got there. The first requisite in every Hospital is hot and cold water laid on in 
every set ot wards for use day and night. 

5. A .uniform for· bot1! males and females indispensable for cleanliness. Approved of and 
ordered by the late Colonial Secretary, and pressed for by me several times since . 

. 6. · Betl-r·ests· inuch wanted..:..:...only two at :present in the establishme·nt . 
.. 7.- Diet and' medicine tickets wanted at' the head of each bed to. prevent mistakes. 

8. Three tables much wanted in the· male wards for meals. · 
9. A medicine chest ·or ·movable cupboard· under lock and key"necessary in· each ward in charge 

-·of the upper·nurse, with basin arid jug fitted. . 



· JO .. ·:E..ach floor-to -P..!!-Y~ _a pp~ss for extra linen, &c.,-only one at present in female wards, more 
wanted. · 

.· · 1 I. •wi_ndow blinds wanted for.all the wards; delf spittoons wanfed for all the .wards; delf 
urinals wanted. · ' 

12. Upon the present plan of supplying medicines and extras of every kind a:way fro,n the 
l!ospital, a messenger wanted to go for these things and save the nurses from neglecting th~H" 
,proper duties to get them. · · - · · · · · · · · - -·-" 

J 3. Ex_tras, such Jl.S small lu:1(:uries for _e;xtreme cases, som,etime_s oi:de,red by tp.e Surg~,o~s, ;3:lld 
l'.!'.l,Ot ito be obrain_ed withoi;it d_ifficulty and ,delay. · · · · ·· ·. · · · · · · ' 

14. The mess-room of the male wards on the ground-floor flagged, cold to the fee_t of m1.tie_n~~ 
and difficult to keep clean. It should be boarded. · 

·1'5. The :lavatories an<l water-closets are-a sQurce o_f homly _inconvenience-frombeing together~ 
-they should be separated. . · ., . · · ' 

] 6. Sinks are wanted on each floor, and no well-ordered Hospital is without them. 
. J7. A .watElr-clos_et is wantEl_d _in Jhe _Female _:L9i;k ,w!),rd, a~othElr for the ])iph~lJ.E1i;ia, .S.carlet 
}Eg,,ver, and Erysipeliis w~rds. · 

18. -A bath-room and a water-closet also.wanted for the male wards.in the old _Hospital. 
'] 9. Arrangements should be made for emptying the wasfe food boxes and dirt boxes ev,ery 

morning before 9 o'clock. · · · '· ¥• 

20. Regulations should be .m,ad.e .for the adfllission of the friends ,of patieI1ts on fixe_d q;:i.ys and 
hours. · . · · · · · · ·_ · · 

21. Provision should be made for the-admissioµ of drunken men and women without disturbing 
:~:nd inconveIJ,iencing a whole w_ard. · 

22. Provision should also be made for the quicker disposal of ins_an~ p_atients. 
23. Provision should be made on the landing-place of the first floor to protect the night nurse 

from draught and cold, and in a convenient position to command her four wards. 
'24. ,cases-have occµrred of improper-language being addressed by the male patients to the 

nurses, and complaint has been made to the medical authority without receiving prompt att.eµ~i~~-
;Qo.o!l or.der _and di,:;cipJine require the_ i_mmed~ate remov_al of the• off~nder. · 

25. Dead bodies_ are -removed to the dead-house before burial, and it is my duty. to see ,to -.tqe· 
shrouding of females; 'I'hat duty is sometimes postponed till it becomes offensive, and the nurses 

~-0!3ject- to: perform it. Arrangements should be made for. less :delay. 

The Hospital, 3rd November, 1876. 
Jih~, 

· HAVING, seen by the .Tr.ibune -of the l~t inst. that the _estimates for the General Ho~pit~l 
;hav:ip_g-been cqnsid(lred _and passed after some discussion in the H:ou~e 9f Assembly,_ and _as _I .N~I 
· convinced the sums set apart for nurses will not be such as would enable me to ob_tain the s~~vfo~s 
of competent persons, I beg leave respectfully to request that not less than £50 per annum should be 

:7_given to tho~e ocqupy_ing the po~ition of he~d or superior n,1,1rses. 

With regard to my own situation as Lady Superintendent, I must solicit ,the reconsideration_ of 
. .the.salary at present granted, believing that, when the _responsibilities of the, du.ties e_ntrusted_ to me 
J1~r£ve. beedn fo.l_l y: considered, an annual_ pa y;mept. of ~200 .will ne>t_ be out of p~opoi-t~9n 'to ,~~e s~r~t~~-s 
·pe orme . 

It was my intention, with, the o~her nurses, to leave the Colony at the end of the current year; 
such intentiQn having been intiµiated to the Government, the reasons for which have also been 
fully set forth: but as I have been informed extensive alterations are contemplated at the General 
Hospital, by which many of the deficienries.()omplained ofw~ll be. r!:)m~~ied,. ~nd, this \at:.,!]-n c't~~ly 
date, should the Government favourably entertain the suggestions here made I would be willing to · 
remain, and perhaps some of the other .. nurses.,with.me ;-.but I deem it right to say that no amount 
of emolument would induce either' myself or those nurses who have given notice of their intention to 

.,leave,, to remain an hour longer than their term of agreement should matters remain as heretofo,re • 

rThe Hon. __ the: ·c;o_lori,ial Sec:retm)J· 

.• I .have; &c. 
·(Signed) FLOR~NCE A~BOTT, .~.,~. 

, - • • • • •• ' '- I • • '• • , •'· •-. • • ~ • • • ,..,.. • 



·'·4-.•. 

Srn, 
Tlte Hospital,6tlt November, 1876: 

· · IN view of the contemplated alterations and improvements at the General Hospital, may I 
venture to make a suggestion? 

: ... · . As these improvements involve a considerable outlay, and when carried through would (from 
the standpoint of the best and latest writers on the· subject of Hospital construction) still leave the 
building deficient and unsatisfactory, might it not,. then, be a better and wiser step, instead of 
·reconstructing and patching up a radically faulty old building, to erect a new edifice upon 
a suitable site, such as the elevated land adjoining the Cricket Ground, or that in the vicinity of 
the High School. 

These sites are eminently adapted for the purpose, with great facilities for drainage (always one 
most fundamental consideration),_high and breezy, away from the (always more or less) vitiated 
atmosphere of the town, and a beautiful and cheerful view for the poor invalid dwellers. 

In every respect it seems to me as favourable as the present locality is the reverse. Lying at 
the very entrance to the town (which is undesirable), too near the thickly inhabited parts, and with 
an immense foul sewer in close proximity to its walls,-are these a combination of circumstances 
favourable to the restoration of health ?-an end depending so much on such unseen but potent 
influences as pure air, &c. 

Trusting that this suggestion may receive favourable consideration, 

!have, &c. 
(Signed) 

Tlte Hon. tl,e Colonial Secretary. 
FLORENCE ABBOTI, L.B. 

·MADAM, 
Colonial Secretary's Offece, 2nd December, 1876. 

I HAVE the ho nor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 3rd ultimo, with reference ·to 
-the remuneration of the head or superior nurses, and also the insufficiency of your own salary. . 

The Government have had your letter under consideration, and I am now in a position to 
inform you that they are prepared to recommend to the Governor in Council that on and after the 
1st January next your salary should b.e increased from Eighty pounds to One hundred and fifty 
pounds per annum, and that the head or superior nurses should from the same date receive at the 
rate of Fifty pounds per annum. 

As, however, frequent changes in the nursing staff of a hospital cannot but act injuriously to 
the best interests of such an institution, the Government deem it right to make it a condition that 
there should be a properly prepared agreement entered into in each case for twelve months from the 
:first of next year. 

• I trust that this decision of the Government may meet your views and those of the head nurse·s 
whose services you may desire to retain. . 

With regard to other matters alluded to in your letter, and more particularly referred to in your 
·memorandum upon the General Hospital management, I hope to see you shortly and arrange for 
the adoption of such changes as may help to carry out the improvements you desire. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) 

Miss FLORENCE AnnoTT, Lady Supe1·intendent, General Hospital. 

THOS. REIBEY. 

Tlte Hospital, 4tlt December, 187.6. 
Srn, 

I RAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 2nd instant, stating that the 
. Governmen~ have had. ;my lette_r of the 3rd of November under consideration, and that you are 
no,v in a position to recommend that my salary should be incre~ed, fron]. the 1st of January m1~t, 
from £80 to £150, and that the Head Nurses should receive £50 per annum, with the understand mg 
that the agreement in each case should be for twelve months from the 1st of January next; and you 
are pleased to say that you trust that this decision may meet my views ancl those of the Head 
Nurses whose services I may desire to retain. 
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> You add that; with regard to other ·matters alluded_ to in my letter, and more particularly 
:referred to in my memorandum upon the General Hospital management, you hope to see ine 
shortly, and arrange for the adoption of such changes as may help to carry out the improvements I 
desire. · 
L 

~- ' · I may be permitted to express my regret that so much time has elapsed since I tendered my 
resignation and the resignation of eight nurses, August 26th, before Government arrived at their 
.:present decision, as I am afraid the delay may be attended with inconvenience. 

·· I have taken into consideration the offer you have made me of £150, and the expectation you 
have held out of carrying out the improvements I have suggested ; and I have come to the 
conclusion that I cannot accept these. terms. I can consent to nothing less than £200, with an 
understanding Jhat the improvements you. refer to are to be carried out with as little delay as 
po·ssible; but, important as I ·conceive those improvements to be, there are other changes l feel 
bound to press on your consid~ration. It is my duty to say that under no circumsta~ces, :and quite 
independent of salary, could I consent to remain with ·Mr;··Seager as Rouse Steward and Ware as 
Q:atekeeper. I should be sorry to be thought presuming in pressing these changes on your 
consideration; but I cannot consent to undertake heavy and' responsible duties without a convictioµ 
qf being able to discharge them in a satisfactory manner ; and I will not r.onceal from you that-I 
feel it to be my duty to decline renewing my engagement under the disadvantage of working-again 
with the two officers I have named. 
(,, '· . .. 
L 
,.. I am not anxious to;renew my engagement. Several of the Head Nurses will leave at the end 
o( their respective engagements whether I stay ()r not; and I am authorised to say not one will 
remain if those officers remain; and I am to add, that if I leave, the eight nurses who came to me 
~om Sydney will leave also. 

If what I have ventured to propose in justi,ce to myself and the Head Nurses, and which will 
be for the good working of the_ Estab1ishment; 'ca'rihbt"be entertained, I beg leave to say that I am 
Willing to stop one' month beyond the\end of tny engagement if any inconvenience should be anti• 
cipated from an earlier departure. . ,.,: .• ·, :~·-

.. -.. I have,_ &c.,. ____ , · 
(Signed) 

:J:'l!e Hon,, the Colonial Secretary . 
FRORENCE ABBOTT, L.S. 

.:.·:· j · The H6spital, '5th December, 1876 . 
. '$1n, ·- -~.J 

:, HAVING heard that a Commission is to be appointed to. enquire into the management of the 
;Genera:! Hospital, I desire to withclraw that portion of my letter of the 4th· instant which refers to 
.the non-acceptance of the salary offered me in your letter of the 2nd instant, until the Commissioners 
pave _bad time to report upon the subject of my complaints. · · 

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary. 

Srn, 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) ;FLORENCE _ABBOTT, L.S... 

General Hospital, 8th l)ecember, l~J:(l. 

I BEG to forward herewith all the correspondence which I have received from :Miss Abbott 
relative to the use of abusive language by patients in the wards. 

The Hon, tke Colonial Secretary. 

Yours, &c. 
(Signed) GEORGE TURNLEY. 

(Copy.) T!te Hospital, lOtli July, 1876. 
Snl,, _ . . __ 

HAVING been informed by Miss Simpson and Nurse Mary·'that Dr. Macfarlane complained to you 
last Saturday of the language addressed to him in their presence by George Taylor, a patient in No. 3 
Ward, and that you immerliately attended and reproved him, I am anxious to know whether you intend to 
pass over such language without further notice. He remains still in that ward, and the nurses I have 
named and a third (Nurse Larkins) are liable at any moment to a repetition of the insu!t. You cannot, I_ 
think, be aware that Miss Holden, on the 17th of last month, appealed to me to remove her from that 
ward as George Taylor had addressed similar language to her the day before; and I felt it my duty to 
remove her, at the same time hoping that the removal would prevent a repetition of the offence. Probably 
I ought at once to have reported the case to you myself; but Dr. Bright requested Dr. Macfarlane to 
report it to you, which I at the time considered sufficient. Had that been done I feel sure there would 
have been no occasion to write to you now; but, instead of reproving the man, you would have instantly 
ordered his removal to the Lock Ward, or arranged some other way for his being attended by the male 
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nurse. I am told by Miss Holden that he ciiai·g·ea. her •with being an improper character, ·and Miss Simp­
son and Nurse Mary tell me that he made a simila1· cba:i'ge against them ; and, in their presence, Dr. Mac­
farlane coming into the ward at that moinent, charged him also with improper relation to them; on which 
he immediately coruplained to you. I repe3:t that I feel convinced that you would not have passed over 
the second offence with a re,. roof only, if you had known of the first,-though I must be permitted to express 
my opinion that the second, without the ~rst, was grave enough to require his immediate removal from the 
ward, if only as an example to other patients ; but the second, sb ·soon following- the first, and in the 
presence of Dr. Macfarlane, and in the liearing of the whole ward, you cannot wonder that I, and all the 
nurses, feel that the good order, not to say decency, of the Hospital would be seriously compromised if 
f?Uch conduct was to be passed over with a m~re reprimand. I trust, therefore, that you will reconsider_ 
the matter, and forthwith release the nurses under my charge from the duty of attending upon him. 

I am, &c. 

ifr. TURNLEY.• · 
(Signed) FLORENCE A.BBOTT, L.S~ 

, . Tlte Hospital, ·29th .August, 1876. 
:Srn,. . . 

. I BEG to brinO' ·under .you~ notice the conduct of John Mitchell, a Patient in No. 4 W ara; 
under the care of Dr. Bright. Last Sunday at P.:r.r. he ·addressed inost offensive language to.Nurse 
Larkins, in the presence of other Patients, without any provocation. She immediately reported it to 
Miss Simpson, wh_o represented it to .you next morning; and you, I believe, said that he should 
pe cj.ischarged, and ·direct~d Miss Simpson to submit his _conduct to Dr. Bright: she did so. 
pr. Bright merely reproved him, and said "he should be sent away ·if he repeated the offence:" 
As this has occurred so soon after Taylor's misconduct of a similar character, I cannot _pass it 
over, but must request that you will, at your earliest convenience, direct his removal from the wara. 

l have,:&c. 
-... '(Signed) FLORENCE .ABBOTT, L.B. 
·Dr. TURNLEY. 

Srn, 
Tlte Hospital, ·10tli October, :1876. 

. ,J AM writing to you about the Patient Patrick Riley. His conduct has never ceased to be, 
ever sinee first complained of, exceedingly bad; and I can put up with it no longer. I appeal·tQ 
.you to help me by having him turned out,-otherwise I shall be driven to lay the matter before ·the 
_Colonial Secretary: I would not bear such -~ehaviour from any one; and 'feel: that'I have done 
exc.eedingly wrong to put up with it' so long:· the exam pie for other patients being so bad,-such 
conduct, if allowed, necessarily undermining all discipline. This ·.boy has been persistently an'd 
systematically rude and indecent to and before every Nurse who ·has been in the· ward; and I wotifd 
:p.either bear such conduct myself nor allow any Nurse to do so. It is disgraceful that he _has been­
itllowed so long to' pursue this· system of aggravation and annoyance unnoticed. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) FLORENCE ABBOT!', L.S. 
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E V l D .E N C iE. 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 14, 1876. 

MISS ABBOTT examinei:t 

E!_y tlte.O,w.irma?J, • ..,.....:1. Your name is Florenc_e Abbott, ~:nd -you :act.in the capacity of Lady S~p~r½,_:­
tendent. of Her ,M~j~stis General Hospital, _an_d were bro~ght frolll _Sydney _at the requ~st of the Gpvern-
anent? -Yes. -- · · 

2. You.have been accustomed to nursi11g and Ho~p~t::if ari:~ngepie,ntsjn g~ner~l? f~s. 
3, On the 26th August last you addressed a letter to the H onorable t_he· Colonial_ Secretary, ap.d 1,1,l~,o 

forwarded a detailed.statement, in which w_ere pointe.d out certain _defects as existing at t,he ?eneral Hospital? 
I 'did. . - . 

·4. 'In that letter you notified that it was your intention, as well as that of other r,rnrses, to leav:e fhe 
Hospital on the 31st December; and added, "that the Hospital arrangements in relation _both to patients 

11and nurses -are confessedly in many respects inconsistent with good management, and liave been the cause 
of much dissatisfaction in the discha1,ge of Hospital duty.·" Do you still believe that to be the case? · Yes, 

!;l;still believe,so. 
5. The document marked A. "Remarks -on the General Hospital Management/' paragraphs 1 to 25, 

ds .. ,the one to .which .r.eference has .beEJz;t_rµa9-e: a~!). the st;i,t!)m!Jnts therein detailed .,COJ'.rect.? 11:lelieve 
· them to be correct. 
. .. 6. · Do tl;ie .defects pointed out.still con~jnue? .Yes,, wi.th the, exception ,ofJµe.;ward tab_les, and presses 
(;for-linen. · 

7. On ,the,4th December .inst;mt you again addressed the·. Colonial· Secretary, and in pa,ragraph 4·I 
-,note .the .follo.wing: "It,is;my duty to say_ that,,under ,no circuml:ltances,_and quite indepen_dent of .salary, 
1·co1ild I .consent. to remain ~ith :Mr. Seager as House ,StElward, and Witre as O,atekeeper, and decl~I?,e 
;,'l'enewing my,engagemf)nt ,under the disadvantage of working aga:in. :with.tlie two .officers I .have n11me~ ;!' 
,,and.further; ''-several-of the head nurses will l_eave at ,the, e:qd of their engag!Jment, "'.'hether I stay or .not; 
and I am authorised to say not one will remain if these officers remain, and -I now.add th~~ if I .lea:ve :tli:e 

· eight nurses who came w.ith iµe from Syq.ney "'.ill leave. ~ls .. <?." . Is _tl~Jit th~ i::ase? ,It ,is, w~th possi~ly one 
exception. · . · · · ·· 

8. From these .letters I. infer that the House Steward has not ~<>-~perated with y~ur~elf a11d head 
'nurses in attempted improvements. · Is si1rh' tJ-ie' case'? I-le. h_as not co~opera~f:)d with 'us. He has been 

·',constantly-making. derogatory remarks, and abusing the new.,syst,em. 
· 9. In what particulars have-you had reason to complain ~r S)lppose. that he was not co-operating with 

'::'Yoli-? · He has. told the- ~en about the place not to obey me; I have heard thi~ •from the; men themselves. 
'itWe:lrn,ve the- greatest difficulty'in getting the smallest thing for ·the patients, even to the filling the mat­

trasses,· .. which he-has often refused, and. when the nurses hava taken them down to be filled•he has used 
;,ab11l)ive langn~ge, :and , tha,t ; ~efore the ,patien_ts. Since . then -:they ha,ve :. been fil\ed with :Dr. Tµrnley's 

sanction irrespective.o(the Houiie $teward. · 
,.10. ··Do ,you suppose1that yo,ur_,a_uthority.lrns been weakened-by the l_ine .ohctipn,adopted,by,tlwHouse 

.. Steward? I am quite <;eI'.tain .of. it. · · · · 

-11. Ca~ you,state,:{or .the inior:rp.ation ,of _the C.ommissionr:rs,, any circmmstances, that have transpired 
;,:that, ;would_teud.,to verify the ,conclusions you. have _arrived at? ,If so, relate. them as nearly as possible. jn 
··.: the order,,of.their, ocou:rre11ce? lndep,e_ndently of what I have_ already ,s~afed, we hav~: been subjectei:l-:to 

constant petty annoyances. · 
J.2. I ve~·ceive)n i'par3:graph 24 _of y<>Ur, re:rp.arks, y:ou. complain oL the .. _use ,of bad J:-,i.ngt1age , in the 

wards, nml that you reported the same to the medical authority without receiving immediate .attentton ; 
, wil,l, you.give as nearly_as your memory will e,1a,ble -yq_u so.me in,forma,ti(?n upon this,.point? :To the ~rst 
·- lette?··about' George·Taylor I received no answer,. either ,verbal ,or.written. 'l'o the. second,-Iett_er I wa,1t~d 

for some time, I think two days, without receivii:ig any reply. : I then: saw Dr. Tu1:nley him~elf; he said 
he would,see•-Dr. Bright-,on .. the subject-the result was that no.action was taken·in i:he mattei.-. As regards 

·_· 1:R,iley, after :repeatecl .. c<:>mplaints from the-nurses, ,he,was ,ope~ated- .upon, .thevday,follo:wing '. my letter, and 
discharged. · . ., · · ... 

, i 13 .. In.-rel~:tio.n Jo tl:i,e ,patien_ts,. what is the; manner.and .. b~aring.of.ther~ouse·Ste~vard,? Anything 
\,Jbu~jµ_dicious. · 

14. Can you give any special instances tliat have occurred· lately that might be classed as unkindness 
-vtor.,harshnes~ ,in:act or)ll<nggage .<;>n. the part of.the House,,Ste.ward with.regard to any of the,patients under 

your charge? ., S.om!) ,little .time ,ago, in Dr. Butler's ·wa1,d .the .-House!;Stew.ard. omitted _to, supply .. certain 
__ mEldical ~xti:as.or1ered_.by Dr. :autler to two patients. then in _a cj.yiI,Jg, s_tat~,from consumpti_on. T.~.e sa~e 
; .. I:l_egle_c~ occurred: m'.the .. case. of a female confined. in the· lock :wa,rcj., ___ al}di altlrol!gh , ~h.e: ~xtras 'T,ere: s11ppl,1

1
ed 

0 ,to,.her 1t :was.P~ly ~fter 1,IlUCh g1:un1bling. _. Scarc~ly a w,ee~ P,a~.~e.~ J~a~ ,'Ylic;li.~r,~ Hott~, .. a,~k_,;I)~ •. 1'1¥:R-,~ey 
;~'.for a r~p.etition_9f9i;d~rs previ~IJ:s}y gi\Ten, ,by the. Hono~·ary',~u_rgeq~s., , 
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15. You say that the boy Riley, of whom you complained, was an annoyance and source of irritation 
to all the nurses? To every nurse who was in the ward. 

16. In your letter of the 4th December instant you complain of the gatekeeper Ware ? That is the 
case, and I am of the same opinion still. · . 

17. Where does ,vare iive, and wliat are th~ habits of his family? He lives in the yard attached to 
our house. The habits of the family are not at all good. 

18. In what particular do you complain ofannoyanee? Constant use of bad language. They try to 
entice the nurses into the house, which, as the family well know, is contrary to my orders. 

19. Do you believe Ware to. be. fitted· for the position he occupies? No, I do not. 
20. Has anything occurred to make you arrive at this conclusion? When I first arrived lie told one 

of the probationers, who was out on pass, that she need not exhibit her pass ; on her saying this was wrong, 
Ware r,emarked, "Miss Abbott would never know it." Since then he has.acted unfairly towards the 
nurses favouring" some, in consequence of which the passes are not exhibited to him but brought to me. , 
· :. 21. Has the Surgeon-Superintendent co-operated with you? He has been kind ana" gentlemanly ~o 
all of us, but I cannot say that he has been eager to help us in our work. · 

. 22. You have ~vritten to the Surgeon-Superintendent frequently upon vario~s matters in connection 
·:with the Hospital ? I have done so. 
' · 23. Have you kept a copy of that correspondence·'! I have, and will produce it. (Appendix A.) i 
. 24. Has the Dispenser, Mr. Seals, rendered you assistance in carrying out your duties'! He has as 
:far as lay in his power. 

2.S. Has the House Surgeon co-operated with you in carrying out attempted improvements'! I do 
__ not believe he has co-operated with us. He is not at all particular in the language he uses. 

26. Do you consider the interests of the patients studied, and well-being of the General Hospital 
.carried out, as matters ·are at present constituted'! No, decidedly not. · 
· 27. Do you consider the accommodation sufficient to meet the cases constantly demanding treatmen(? 
I do not. 

·2s. In what particular is it not so'! I know that ,ve are constantly cro'wded in ·the women's wards, 
as there are only two female wards. The diphtheria and scarlet fever wards are insufficient; at present boys 

·and ·girls up to 14 or l.S years of age are in the same ward, with merely a screen between them. 
29. In the absence of the Honorary Medical Officers are the patients systematically attended to upon 

:their admission'! I mean are they dieted, the cases regularly diagnosed, prescribed for, and record made'? 
I do not think so. I know the diets, very often, are not entered until next day. All the cases I have 
knowledge of have not been either treated or prescribed for at the time. I have known a case of a broken 

· arm that had to wait until the next day to be set. 
30. What record have you for reference both as to disease, diet, and extras'! We have none. It has 

. been of the greatest inconvenience to the nurses, and caused dissatisfaction to the patients. 
31. Does the Suri;eon-Superintendent or House Surgeon keep any case book? Not to my knowledge. 
32. In the absence of the Honorary Medical Officers does the House Surgeon or Surgeon-Superin­

tendent prescribe for and diet the patients'! The Surgeon-Superintendent prescribes for and diets the patients. 
· 33. Have patients left the Hospital in consequence of the delay that has taken place before attending 
. to their cases'! I remember a boy named Oates who was in the Hospital for a week or ten days, the doctor 
promised to operate upon his toe on a certain day, and did not, in consequence the boy left the Hospital. · 

.. 34. From the experience yo·u have had, do you consider Her Majesty's General Hospital, as at present 
constituted, such as it ought to be, or equal to the wams of the community'! Decidedly not. : 

3.S. Have you seen and read the Report of a Select Committee of the Legislative Council (Paper 66, 
date September, 1874), and the evidence appended tl1ereunto. I have read them. · 

36. Is the condition of the General Hospital, at the present time, such as is detailed in that Report? 
With the exception of the female nurses, House Surgeon resident, re-appointment of Dispenser, and male 
lock-ward in the old building, matters are precisely the same as recorded in that report, as far as· I 
remember. 

· 3i. Do you believe the recommendations contained in that Report absolutely necessary'! I do; the 
paper marked A. shows this clearly. . 

38. Do you consider any medical supervision beyond that of the Honorary Medical Officers neces­
sary ? Certainly not, with an efficient House Surgeon. 

39. Have you seen any architectural plans for the improvement of the Hospital'! I have. 
40. Do you think if the plan were adopted, either in whole or part, it would remedy existing defects'! 

If half the building were erected it would supply immediate wants. · 
· 41. Paragraph 13 of your 1·emarks' speaks of difficulty and delay in obtaining medical extras'! Is not 

a messenger kept for the special purpose of waiting upon the wards? A special messenger is kept, but 
he is exceedingly idle ; he does not drJ our work. 

42. What time daily does the Surgeon-Superintendent spend in the Hospital wards'! He merely 
walks through the wards, unless his attention is specially drawn to any case by the nurse. 

43. I have asked you have patients left the Hospital in consequence of the delay that has taken placo 
. before attending t9 their cases. I wish to know how long a time has elapsed in some extreme cases before 
-they have been·seen ·by the House Sur1;eon or an Honorary·Medical Officer'! I have known two or three 
hours to elapse A young man named Bradford came in on Sunday morning a· little after 11 o'clock, and 
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ti6 medicai man saw h:tm until one o;clock, and then only in the ordinary round. He died the sa:ine da1 
~t three o'clock. I have Jmown similar cases, but none so urgent, 
· 44. A.re the nurse(supplied with food by the Government? Yes, with rations. 

45. Will you give the details of that supply as to quality, quantity, and daily variety? We·have not 
a great variety, and not always very good; butter, at times, uneatable. We get roast beef, not nice joints~ 
two or three times a week. We have had one ox-tail, three joints of lamb, corn beef very seldom, ,and 
(lid not get it on one occasion for four or five months. Potatoes very bad, almost uneatable; cabbage!:! 
supplied sometimes very bad, quite old, and at times only once a week. 
· 46. A.re you conversant with the quantity composing a personal ration of each; if so, do you use· the 
same? I am acquainted with it, but we do not nearly use the quantity of bread allowed; the allowance 
is eleven loaves, but sometimes we only use about half that quantity. 

47. Do any persons unconnected with the Hospital live within the grounds of the establishment? If 
so; give the number and names, also their occupation. Mr. Seager's son; Dr. Turnley's coachman; a 
man called " old Sam," who is, I believe, Mr. Seager's servant; and two or three other old men, I do not 
know their names or duties. 

48. A.re these, or any of them, provided -with food at the General Hospital daily? I know they are 
not allowed rations. 

49. Have you experienced any inconvenience, as far as strangers are concerned, in connection with 
your nurses? if so, state in what way? I have experienced inconvenience from Mr. Seager's son, and 
that arose from intimacy with one of my nurses; and from Ware's family, as referred to in Question 18. · 

50. A.m I right in supposing that since your arrival at the Hospital the House Steward has not assisted 
you in carrying out your plans? I think he has not. 

51. H0w long do the nurses continue in the same ward? The head nurses remain for six or twelve 
months in the same ward; the under ones have to be changed more frequently. 

52. Do you consider the present uniform worn by the patients suitable for convalescents in a hospital? 
Certainly not. 

53. Would it not be more convenient for a single man to live as gatekeeper at the Lodge than in the'· 
nurses' premises on the other side of the road? I think it would. 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 15, 1876. 
MISS HOLDEN exarnined . . 

_ By the Chairman.-54. Your name is Frances Holden, and you are one of the head nurses at the· 
General Hospital, and were brought from Sydney by the Government? Yes. 

55. How long have you been at the Hospital? Eleven months. 
56. Have you seen a document marked A, forwarded by the Lady Superintendent to the Coloniai 

Secretary drawing his attention to the defects that exist in the General Hospital and containing various 
suggestions ? I have seen it. · 

57. Do you think the contents of that document fairly represent the wants and defects of that estab-
iishmen t ? I, think they do. , 

58. Do you consider the ward accommodation sufficient to meet all exigencies? No, decidedly not. 
59. Has not the female department been overcrowded on many occasions necessitating the use of the 

old building? Yes, it has been overcrowded at different times. 
60. Do you think the General Hospital as at present constituted can be considered other than most 

defective, that is, judging from what you have seen elsewhere? I believe it to be very defective in its 
present state. · 

61. The Hospital Staff consists of the Surgeon Superintendent, House Surgeon, and four Honorary 
Medical Officers; is this the case? Yes, it is. . 

62. Do you consider that beyond the Honorary Medical Officers and House Surgeon any medical 
supervision necessary? Not with an efficient House Surgeon. . 
_ 63. Is the food 01_ good quality? Some parts of the food have not b.een of good quality; the butter' 
has been very bad, quite uneatable; potatoes very bad; although the meat is generally good, the manne1· 
in which it is sometimes cooked renders it defective. · . 

64. A.re registers kept in each ward of the cases, in which are entered the diet, medicine prescribed, 
and extras orde.red? No, not in the wards. There is no systematic record kept except in wards N os. 3 
and 4, in almost all the others there is no such record. 

65. How are the diets and extras ordered? Upon slips of paper. 
66. Have you upon tlie table in each ·ward a diet sheet, containing the names of the patients, the· 

extras and diet each one is receiving? . We hav() none: 
· 67. Is there any means either at your disposal, that of the Surgeon Superintendent, House Surgeon, 

or Honorary Medical Officers, by which the diets, consumption and issue of extras can be checked? Not 
that I know of, except in the case of two of the Honorary Medical Officers. . . · 

68. Would -not 1he moveable sheet system, as in use at Guy's Hospital, or the ,·, Diet Ticket,; as in:· 
Melbourne, prove beneficial? Yes, we wish v,ery much.for it. • · 
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, _. . 69_. Ha_s _the House Surgeon co-operated with you in your attempted improvements? I do.not con­
sider lie has cordially co-operatec1 with us. Nurse Brackley was discharged by Miss Abbott for very 
unprincipled conduct, and on the very day she left the hospital the -House Surgeon procured her a 
situation at the New Norfolk Asylum. · 

70. Does the Su'rgeon Superintendent cir House Surgeon keep any case or diet book ? Not tlmt I 
know of. 

71. In the absence. of the Honorary Medical Officers do you, upon the admission of a patient to 
hospital, receive a systematic record ? I mean are they dieted, the cases regularly diagnosed, and prescribed 
for? No, I receive no such record,. and often from twelve to twenty-four hours elapse before the diets are 
µiade known to me. At this moment (3·30 P.i\r.) I have two patients who came in last night who have 
not yet been dieted. 

72. What record have you for reference both a~ to disease, diets, and extras? None at all. 
73. Do you consider the interests of the patients and well-being of the General Hospital carried out 

as matters are at present constituted? No, I do not. 
74. Do you consider the bath accommodation sufficient to meet the cases constantly demanding treat­

ment? . Very insuffic.ient indeeq.. Three or four have frequently been bathed in the same water. For a 
long time past, only one bath has been in working order for all the male wards. 

75. Do you consider the hospital conveniences such as they should be? Decidedly not. 
76. Have you any means at your disposal beyond the three· cells to separate those suffering from 

insanity or delirium tremens from the other patients? Not any. 
77. Have the nurses any ward conveniences? They ·have not. 
78. You are aware that Miss Abbott on the 4th December instant addressed a letter to the Honorable 

the Colonial Secretary in which is stated, th3:t "herself and other nurses would not remain with Mr.· 
Seager as House Steward, and Ware as Gatekeeper." Do you endorse that opinion? I do. 

79. Vvill you briefly state the reasons? He speaks in a very harsh manner of the-patients; on· some 
occasions I have heard him ;myself. He has always openly ridiculed improvements. I have found the 
greatest difficulty in getting extras ordered by the Honorary Medical Officers from the House Steward. 

80. Then I am to infer that the House Steward has not co-operated with the Lady Superintendent 
and other nurses in attempted improvements _? He has not. 

81. Do you suppose that the authority of the Lady Superintendent and that of the head nurses has 
been weakened by the line of action adopted by the House Steward? I know it to be the case. 

82. Can you give any instances of harshness or unkindness on his part? On one occasion a 
patient was ordered some bacon, when four raw slices were sent to the patient himself. He generally gives 
the extras so grudgingly as to make the patients indisposed to apply for them. I have even been asked 
by patients not to send for the extras ordered on account of the grudging manner and the disagreeable 
remarks made by the House Stewai·d. 

83. Have you the services of a Messenger to bring to the wards food, medicine, &c.; if so, how is 
the service performed, and by w horn? Only to bring medicines; they are brought by James .. Ware, son 
of the Gatekeeper, who is about 17 years of age, and performs the service carelessly. Contrary to orders 
he has often come into the ward, and has been troublesome there. 
. 84. Then it is in consequence of the defects and inconveniences that exist at the Hospital, as well as 
the annoyances to which you have been subjected by the House Steward, that makes you desirous to leave? 
Yes, it is so. 

85. Have you at any time known bad language to be used by the patients, or had such applied to 
yourself? Yes, on two or three occasions; especially by a patient named Taylor, and by a boy named 
Patrick Riley,-whose conduct generally was impertinent and insolent. 

86. Was notice at once taken of your complaint, and was the boy discharged ? No. 
87. You are aware that extensive improvements at the General Hospital have been contemplated for 

some time past-more ward accommodation being required? I am aware of it. 
88. Have you seen any plans of the proposed buildings, particularly those prepared by Mr. Rowntree? 

(Plans exhibited.) Yes; I have seen them. 
89. Do you think the erection of one-half ~ould ineet all present requirements, such lialf being com­

plete in itself, and giving ~ight wards, with four closets, two lavatories, and two bath-rooms ? I believe 
the plan is a very good one, and will amply meet the present wants of the. Hospital. 

90. Has the House Surgeon on any occasion· used improper language to either yourself or- to a patient 
in your hearing? To a female patient, yes. 

MoNDAY, DECEMBER· 1s, 1876. 

DR. TURNLEY examined. 
91. By tlte Oliairman.-Y-our nanie is George W. Turnley, and you·are Surgeon Superintendent of 

Her Majesty's General Hospital, also Medical Officer for Male and Female Ga<Jls, Houses of Correction, 
Reformatory for Boys, Male and Female Invalids, and Immigration · Depot, and· the Queen's Asylum; 
also, HeaJtb, Officer: for. the Port of Hobart :Town, and .Medical Attendant to Paupei:s at their own homes? 
Salary £350 per annum, £50 in lieu of travelling expenses, £50 house rent? · Yes. 
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92. As yoµr duties appear to be both varied, wide~spread, and necessarily very onerous, will you 

state in detail those appertaining to the office of Surgeon Superintendent of the General Hospital; 
and the order in whicl:i they are performed? As Surgeon Superintendent of ,the Hospital I attend at the 
Hospital between 9 and 10 o'clock every morning, go round the whole of the wards, ascertain the state of 
eyery patient wl10 is in the wards; and I then see the whole of the out-patients. I then leave _the Hospital 
for the purpose of attending the out-patients at their own homes, of whom I see from 10 to 30 a day. From 
June, 1875, to June, 1876, I made nearly i;iOOO visits to out-patients at their own homes. I usually call 
every afternoon at the Hospital. . · · · · · · · · 

93. By Dr. Crowther.-How long do the Hospital duties, as recorded, take you? As a rule, from 
a little afo~r 9 to 11 o'clock. A visit to the Gaol, Campbell-street,.is included in this }Jeriod. · 

94. How long does it take for you to see tµe out-patients 3:t their own homes? From 1 to 4 hours 
according to the number. · · · · 

95. Do you see these out-patients daily? I do, some of them. 
96. What time. do you devote to visiting the other Institutions of which you have medical supervision?. 

It varies very much. At the Gaol, Campbell-street, there are vei·y few patients : on an average· from 10 
minµtes to a quarter of an hour-very frequently not~ minutes.· ,The Brickfields takes a very short time, as all 
the haµ cases ha,ve been removed to the Cascades.: say from 20 minute_s to half an hour. Queen's A.sylutn, 
generally very little sickness, about a quarter of an hour. Female Invalids, about 20 minutes. Cascades, 
Invalids, I see every man who is sick-about 50 or 60 there; takes about' half an hour. Gaol, Cascades, 
generally about 5 minutes. Health Officer-The Port Officer reports to me any sickness on board the 
steamers or any other vessels, in which case I attend. 

97. Has it. not always been customary for the House or Resident Surgeon to attend to the out-patients 
at this Establishment prior to 1871 ? Yes. · · 

98. How·is it that Dr. Macfarlane does not perform this duty now? Dr. Macfarlane is not entirely 
relieved from seeing out-patients, he is with me during the whole time I am engaged in seeing them, and if 
out-patients do.not come at the proper hour, (from 10 to 11 o'clock,) but later, Dr. Macfarlane sees them, 
but in the main I prescribe for the out-patients, and Dr. Macfarlane enters them. 

99. How do .you reconcile the evidence you have just given with the answer to Question 277, by Dr. 
Macfarlane, before the .Select Committee of the Legislative Council, on the 28th August, 1874, viz;, 
"From 10 to 11, I see out-patients, and prespribe for them?" Because in 1874 Dr. Macfarlane did see the 
out-patients and presc,ribe for them. · 

· By the Chairman.-100. When did I>r .. Macfarlane c_ease to prescribe for the out-patients? In the 
beginning of 1876. 

101. In the absence of the Honorary Medical Officers the responsibility rests with you in the matter 
of dieting, diagnosing the disease, and prescribing for the patient. Is such the case? Not altogether. I 
am.not here all d<1y long, and in my absence Dr. Macf(J,rlane, as Resident Surgeon, admits and attends to_ 
the patients. · · 

]02. The Commissioners have been informed that. this duty has. devolved upon you .. for considerable 
p_eriods at a time ; can you show them how these cases are, and have been kept, and the diets, medicines, 
and extras recorded? They never have been kept by rile si,nce I came from, Launceston in 1870; 
because there has been no occasion for it. · · 

· By D1·. Cromt!ter.-103. Can you state positively that you ,have not for a week at a time had the care 
and treatment of special cas_es in ~he absence 6f the Honorary Medical Officers? I cannot remember 
any specific case. · · 

104. Is it not a fact that Honora,ry M_edical Officers have been absent from the _Hospital for more than 
a week at a time J I would rather refer yo~ to the register of att'endan ce of the Honorary Medical Officers,, 
as I cannot positively answer the question. ' · , ' · · · · · 

105. Will you state positively that you have not attended patJents for more than a week at a time in 
the absence of Honorary Medical Officers sinpe 1871? I wil_l not say po~itively that I have not. I ·cannot 
tax .my memory as to the length of time. · · · · · · · · 

By .lv.lr. Trave1·s.-l06. What happens.if neither yourself nor any of the Honorary M.edical Officers 
are present when patients are admitted? They are trea,ted by the Resident Medical Officer if necessary. 

107. If it were a serious case, w_hat would be done? Dr. Macfarlane, if he felt hi~selfunable to deal 
with it, would send for me or for one of the Honorary Medical Officers. · · 

By Dr. Cromther.-108. Ought not the House or Resident Surgeon to be competent to undertake such 
cases ? No, I don't think it absolutely necessary. 

109. In a case of wound or injury attended by hrei:n_orrha,ge of an alarming character, ought not the 
case to be promptly dealt with by the House or Reside1it Surgeon? Yes, of course he ought to be 
competent, and Dr. Macfarlane is so. · , 

UO. Have. you known. any instances. of Dr. Macfarlane accepting any. important responsibility in 
difficult surgical cases, such as fractures, compound, and, simple, a,nd dislocations? Yes, I have known him 
put :up many fractures, and reduce disloc,ations. · · 

111. What n_umerical proportion do the cases treated by Dr •. Macfarlane bear to all brought to the 
Hospital in the ,_absence of the Honorary. Medical Officers? I cannot _tell. Some cases are placed in 
position and then left for the Medical Officer to put up permanently. 

112. Have you adopted any plan or system to.~nable yoti to check the dailv distribution of food a_nd 
extras, and cor,sumption of_ the same; if so, place it before the Commissione1;s.? · This appertains· to the 
House Steward's department; I am responsible for them, but I have to depend upon Mr. Seager's integrity. 
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By .11-fr. llfanley.-113. Do you inspect the sheet to ascertain whether any items ·are extravagant? 

I do not the ordinary sheet, that is left to the Auditor. With regard to extras I depend upon Mr. Seager, 
but I don't consider it my duty to go through the accounts to ascertain their correctness. 

By the Cliairman.-114. During the time you have held the office of Surgeon -Superintendent at the 
General Hospital what has been the average number of ward patients daily under tre·atment? From 80 
to 90 ; the annual reports will show. · 

115. WJiat is the amount of meat issued daily? I do not know. 
116. How do you estimate the quantity required? By the diets. 
117. Do you know the number of persons other than patients that are fed at the Hospital daily: if 

so name them, distinguishing helpers from nurses? 21 nurses, 3 or 4 male helpers, a tailor, a barber, a 
cook, assistant cook, 3 wardsmen, 1 invalid who looks after my horse and carriage. 

US. Are all the persons just referred to entitled to rations? Yes. 
By .1lfr • .11:lanley.-l 19. Are the man's services restricted to the Hospital, or does he groom the 

horse at your own house? He grooms the horse at my own house; I give him something. 
By the Clwinnan.-120. In letter appointing you, dated the 27th April, 1874, no mention is made 

of the service of any groom. Have_yott any authority for employing an invalid? Yes, the verbal autho­
rity of the late Colonial Secretary, Mr. T. D. Chapman. 

121. Can you explain how he came to receive rations at the Hospital? I sent l1im to the Hospital 
as being nearer and more convenient than the Cascades. 

122. What is your opinion as to the manner in ,vhich the nursing has been performed since the appoint­
ment of the Lady Superintendent, and the arrival of the other nurses from Sydney? The wards have 
been kept very clean, and the patients well attended to. In fact I think it a great blessing to have nurses 
upon whom you can depend. 'l'he present system bears a very favorable comparison with that which 
preceded it. 

123. Do you think the comfort of the patients has been materially increased since the introduction of 
female nm'ses? The introduction of female nurses has tended to their further comfort. 

124. Are you aware that the Lady Superintendent and nurses have intimated ;their intention to leave 
the Hospital, having stated in writing certain reasons? I have heard so. 

125. Has any correspondence taken place between yourself and the Lady Superintendent upon various 
matters in connection with the management and wants of the General Hospital? The Lady Superinten­
dent has written me notes connected with the Hospital at various times. 

126. The Commissioners liaving requested Miss Abbott to lay upon the table all the correspondence 
that had taken place between you, it appears that not less than 19 letters were written, and to which no 
replies in writing were received by her. There were three in March, two in April, three in June, two in 
July, two in August, three in September, one in October, and three in December, all in the present year. 
Will you expfa.in your reasons for not having replied? I replied to the whole of them verbally. 

127. As Surgeon Superintendent do you not think an official reply ought to have been returned by 
you to every letter, more particularly as nearly all had reference to the management of the Hospital and 
well-being of the patients? No, 1 don't think so. 

128. Do you consider it a business-like proceeding not to keep a record of all correspondence relating 
to the management of a public institution? Yes, of importance. 

129. The medical and surgical staff consists, at the present time, of four Honorary Medical Officers," 
a House Surgeon, and Surgeon Superintendent. Is that the case? Yes. 

130. Do you consider any medical supervision other than that of the Honorary Medical Officers and 
House Surgeon necessary? No, if the Honorary Medical Offic_ers attend to their duties· and the House. 
Surgeon is a properly qualified person ; but it requires a man of greater weight and greate~· experience 
than a young House Surgeon to take the general supervision of the establishment. 

131. By D1·. Cr01vtlter.-With four qualified Honorary Medical Officers and a Resident Surgeon, is 
extra medical supervision necessary? Not with regard to the treatment of the patients. 
· 132. Under the Board management, as originally established, was there any supervision exercised 
other than that of the Board in conjunction with the Resident Surgeon? No;_ the Board then was in the 
place of the Surgeon Superintendent, and was a very indifferent substitute. 

T_UESDAY, · DECEMBER 19, 1876. 

DR. TURNLEY'S examination continued • 
. · · B;IJ the Cliafrman,-l33. You are aware tlrnt certain changes were made in tlie General Hospital, 
and revised Rules (approved February 4, 1871,) were adopted? Yes. 

134. By. Rule 10, it is ordered, that "The Honorary Medical Officers shall consist of three qualified 
Surgeons or Physicians appointed by the Board "-is that the case? Yes, that is the case. 

· 135. Will you info1·m the Commissioners when the Board met and appointed the fourth Honorary 
Medjcal Officer, giving the date of such meeting, and record of the appointment? _The fourth Honorary· 
Medical Officer was appointed by the Government after the Board had ceased to exist. 

By Dr. Crowtlier.-136. Were the rules referred to ever rescinded? Not that I am a ware of. 
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\. By tlte Okairman.-137. In the month of August, 1874, you were examined before a Select Com­
mittee of the Legislativ-e Council, as also were the Honorary -Medical Officers and House Surgeon? Y Eis~ 
I was., · 

' • .: 138. Are ·you cognizant of, and conversant with, the recommendations embodied in the report of that 
Committee, dated September 4th, 1874? I am. 

139. With the exception of the Female Nurses, the appointment of the Dispenser, and the residence oi 
the House Surgeon on the premises, has any other recommendation been carried out? No, I think not..·. 

140. Would not the Hospital, in every particular, be materially improved if effect were given to; the 
recommendations, and are they not as necessary now as they were known to be at the time evidence was 
taken· upon the subject two years ago?' Some of the recommendations would be extremely useful, but they 
do not go far enough ; for instance, the most important recommendation is that separate ·wards should: be· 
erected for the· isolation of contagious cases ; in that recommendation only two wards _are to be set apart, 
whereas for that purpose we should require at least eight wards, and taking the lock wards into consid_era~. 
lion we should want about ten wards-one for Diphtheria, one for Scarlet Fever, one for Erysipelas, and 
one for Typhoid and other infectious fevers. Those must be doubled for the separation of the sexes. · 

141. Are you not at the present moment compelled to use a large portion of the old building for 
infectious and foul cases ?' Yes. · 

142. Have you not, for some time past, been aware ofthe'fact that for the Female Lock Ward in the 
old buildjng there has been only one small and most defective closet for the accommodation of both disease1 
woqien ~nd nurses? There is only one closet, and I am not aware whether it is used by the nurses or not. 

143. And that for the other inmates-Diphtheria and Scarlet Fever-of the old building, Male Lock 
Ward patients· and others, there is no external closet of any kind attached to the premises? The Diph­
theria and Scarlet Fever patients use night-stools and bed-pans; there is. no external closet set apart for: 
them. Until recently it was the rule not to admit patients of these classes, the present arrangement; 
therefore, can only be considered as a makeshift. · 

144. Do you know whether any alteration has taken place with regard to closet accommodation 
within.the present month? Not to my knowledge. · · 
- 145. Ought such a condition of things to be allowed to exist· in any well-regulated Hospital? Nat 

i1s a permanency. 
146. Have you any convenience for the reception of lying-in patients, or does any means in connection 

with the Hospital exist to render certain attendance upon such cases at their own homes ? . No, decidedly 
not. . . 

· 147. You are aware that extensive improvements at the General Hospital have been contemplated 
·for some time past, more ward accommoclation beingrequired ? I am. . , -
. · 148. Have you seen any plans of the proposed buildings, particularly those proposed by Mr. Rowntree1 
:I have seen them.. . 

149. Do you think the erection of one-half would meet all present requir~ments,. such half b~ing. 
,complete in itself, and giving eight wards, wirh four closets, two lavatories, and two bath-rooms? I have 
answered that question, under Question No. 140, as to the number of wards required. . 
, 150. In detailing the duties performed by you, you state that from 10 to 30 patients were seen dally 
at their own homes ; have you a visiting list with their names and residences? Yes ; the gatekeeper 

. receives _the recommendations brought by the patients, and he informs me of the cases I. have to see. --
·. 151. As you write prescriptions for these cases, will you inform the Commissioners in what manner 
·t~ey are entered at the Dispensary? They are entered by the Dispenser in the Out-patient BoolL .. : 
:. 152. Have you any book that will enable you to refer to the case of the patient, or the medicine he 
·may be taking? No. . . · 

, 153. Does the Relieving Officer, Mr. Catley, or in his abse~ce Mr. Judge, make known to you the 
-cases requiring attendance at their own homes? Very seldom. I have no instructions· with regard to 
boarding-out children ; I attend when sent for. · 

:, · 154. If Honorary Medical Officers absent themselves, can you officially, at the present time, enquiry 
'into the cause of their absence? No. 

,_ DR .. MACFARLANE examined . 
.. ·.. 155. Your name is William Holclsworth Macfarlane, and you are the House Surgeon at Her Majesty'/! 
General Hospjtal, and have been so since May,.1874? , Yes. . . . ·. _ 

.'.; · 156. In the month of August, 1874, you were examined before a Select Committee of the L_egislative 
·C.ouncil,. as also were the Surgeon Superintendent and. Honorary Medical Officers? Yes'. ·. ; 

157. Do you see any reason to alter the conclusions you arrived -at upon your former examinatioit 
before the Select Committee of the Legislative Council in August, 1874, or desire to record any modifi­
cation of. the opinions then expressed as follows ? 

296. Are you conversant as regards ward accommodation· at the· General Hospital? Yes. . 

297. Is it your opinion that private apartments are needed for males and females ? Yes, there should be private apartments for 
males and females. · ·. 

298. Do you think the restoration of the building to its former purpose, as a receptacle for males only, would be beneficial, 
provMon being made for the females by a new building at the rear· of the General Hospital? Yes, I think it would be beneficial. 

299. There is no fever-ward in the building 7 We have no fever-ward in the new building, and there is no male venereal 
ward. 
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· 300. What extra accommodation is required at the .present time in the shape of private apartments for tbe .reception of patients 1 
;t: ,think two warda for females and three or four for males, for delirium tremens and those under observation for insanity, are very 
much wanted. 
.. 301, Do you not think that the Hospital; as at present eonsiituted, is defective in not having a private apartment for each 
·nurse attached to the wards? I do; in Melbourne they have them, independently of which they have .nurses' quarters as well. . 

:302. Have you a staff of night nurses ? No. 

: 302.* Would not, in your opinion, the attendance on the sick be of a better character if the wards wore attended by females? 
Yes, decidedly. . . . . 
: 303. Do you think -isolation necessary for the successful performance of surgical operations? In opurations of a -capital 
nature I deem it necessary that they should be isolated. · 

· 304. Are there any wards at present available for that purpose? In the female department there is one ; there are no wards 
~ the male department ayailable for that purpose. · · 

312. Are you of opinion that the warm bath arrangement is such as it should be in a well-regulated Hospital? No,.I am 
not. . 

313. Do you not think that a high pressure steam boiler, aR at Ballarat, would be a great advantagP, steam being carried to 
every part of the building? . Yes, decidedly, I think that hot wate1• should be in every ward : such a condition exists in every 
department in the Melbonrne Hospital, even to the officers' and matron's q~arters, also the out-patient department. 

Mr. Aikenhead.-.,.:ns. Do you think, in the event of the removal of the females from the Male Hospital; it would be desirable 
to erect a building especially for their accommodation? I think that, u:iless you improved the old Hospital very much; it 
'\Yould be necessary to erect a new building. · · 

319. In what particulars would you suggest alterations as to buildings? House Surgeons' quarters, separate apartments for 
nurses, and separate rooms already named, and special wards for capital operations, 

320. How is the Melbourne Hospital managed? It is managed by a Board or Comip.ittee, having a President and Vice­
President, and there are subscribers to the General Hospital. 

321. To what extent have the public an interest in the Melbourne Hospital, and what plan is usually adopted with regard .to 
the election of committee? As far as I remember, subscribers from ,£1 and upwards have the privilege of a voice in the election 
of the committee. It is done by a regular ballot in the Board-room of the Melbourne Hospital. · 

322. Do you know the r,roportion the Government pay to the support of the Melbourne Hospital 1 I know they grant a 
subsidy, irrespective of the funds raised by subscription. · 

323. Has the system, as far as you are aware, worked well in Melbourne? Yes, except where prejudice existed. 
324. Are you aware whether the Crown nominated any Members of the Board? It did nothing beyond granting the subsidy 

as far as I know. 
325. Would a Board for the management of the General Hospital work better ifit were elective, a popular interest hav~ 

been first created, as in Melbourne? I cannot say, but it has worked well enough in Melbourne, 

· I· do not see any reason to modify my recorded opinion,-
158. Since the date of that examination you have vi'sited Ballarat and made yourself acquainted with 

,the utilization of steam in the matters of washing, cooking, &c. at the Hospital there ; will you, for the 
information of the Commissioners, explain its application as noticed by yourself? I visited Ballarat twice, 
.and on both occasions made it my special business to notice the economic application of steam to general 
hospital purposes. With one small engine they manage to cook the food, wash and dry the clothes, cut 
the wood, and heat the water for the whole establishment; also, with steam cooking tables, they prepare 

.. and keep warm the food for the patients. It performs all the mechanical work of the laundry. 
· 159. Ought any well-regulated hospital to be without steam appliances ? I think steam ought to bo 

ill every well-regulated hospital. 
. 160. During the time you have held the situation of House Surgeon, what has been the averag4 
number of patients treated daily within the wards of the establishment? Between 80 and 90 daily. . 
. 161. In the absence of the Honorary Medical Officers or Surgeon Superintendent, is it a part of your 
duty to attend to each patient upon his ·or her admission to hospital? Yes, certainly it is; I always do so. 
.. 162. Do you ever treat any case of importance in the absence of the Medical Staff? If it is an 
immediately urgent case I treat it myself, and at the same time send at once for the Honorary Medical 
Officer, or, if I know hirp. to be out of town, for the Surgeon Superintendent. 

163. Will you, for the information of the Commissioners, explain what means you adopt to record 
the patients' cases, diets, and extras? I have no record. 

164. Will you also explain the means by which you can ascertain what treatment the patient was 
:imbjected to at the time when your attendance was required, as well as the diet and extras he was receiving 'l 
I can only trust to my own memory. 

165. Am I to understand that you do not keep, nor have ·kept, a case book? I have never been 
asked to do so, and I have not done so. . 

166. Do you see any of the out-patients and prescribe for them ; if so, state the time occupied in that 
duty? I do see them conjointly with Dr. Turnley from 10 to 11 o'clock daily. If any come after 11 
I see them and prescribe for them myself. Sometimes it takes me till 12 o'clock, or longer. 

167. At what hours does the Surgeon Superintendent visit the Hospital, and how long does he stay at 
a. time? The Surgeon Superintendent generally comes to the Hospital between half past 9 and a quarter 
.to 10 o'clock and remains until 11. 
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THURSDAY, DECEMBER 21, 1876. 
DR. SMART examined. 

: By the Chairman.-168. Your name is Thomas Christie Smart, and you are one of the Honorary 
Medical Officers of Her '.Majesty's General Hospital'! Yes. 
· 169. In the month of August, 1874, you were examined before a Select Committee of the Legislatin 

Council, as also were the other Hono!'ary Medical Officers ? Yes, I was. _ 
170. Are you cognizant of, and conversant with, the recommendations embodied in the Report of that 

,Committee, dated September 4th, 1874? (Recommendations read.) I have heard them read. 
171. With the exception of the female nurses, the appointment of the Dispenser, and the residence of 

the House Surgeon upon the premises, has any other recommendation been carried out ? Not that I ·am 
.aware of. 

172. Would not the Hospital in every particular be materially improved if effect were given to· th~ 
recommendations ? And are they not as necessary now as they were at the time evidence was taken ·upon 
the subject two years ago? The Hospital would be vastly improved if the recommendations so frequently 
·brought under the notice of the authorities had been carried out. 

173. · Do you think the Hospital will ever be in a satisfactory condition until the suggestions noted 
· have been attended to ? I do not think the Hospital will ever be in a satisfactory condition until certain 

improvements and extensions are carried out. 
174. Are you not, at the present moment, compelled to use a large portion of the old building for 

essentially Hospital cases? Yes, it is used as a Hospital. 
175. Had it not been for the utilisation of the old building, could the wants of the community have 

,been met? Not without mixing cases which had better have been kept apart. 
- · 176. Do you see any reason to alter the conclusions you arrived at upon your for~er examination, or 
desire to· record any modification oi the opinion then expressed, particularlv as to the following Questions, 
N OS. 2, 3, 4, 5, 9, 10, n, 45, 49, 51, 53, and 54? • 

2. What is your opinion of Board management as originally devised and continued at the General Hospital until the yea1· 
1868 ? That it worked very well, and was of great value to the Institution. 

3. Do you consEder the system of Board manaisement good in principle? Oh yes, decidedly. 

4. State your opinion as to the defects, if any? I have always seen and always observed two marked defects. One, th_e 
· difficulty in procuring the right class of men; second, the want of power to manage its own affairs. 

5. Do you think nomination of Members by the Crown only advisable? No; it may be open to objection. 

9. If the plan had been adhered to of making it a Hospital and Di~pensary, with private subscriptions, and the Board made 
-elective, do you not think it would have proved beneficial to the geneJ"al public? It would have given a wider spread of inte1·est 
to the Institution, and very likely its benefits would have been more extensively appreciated. 
_ __ l 0. Are you aware that the Asylum at New Norfolk has .been managed by a Board or body of Commissioners having an 
Act of Parliament for its guidance, thus giving it the control of its own affairs ? I am aware. 

11. Do you thin:C if the same powers and organisation existed with regard to the General Hospital, that good would result 1 
I believe it would be an improvement on the Hospital Board as originally constituted. 

45. Do you not think a high-pressure steam boiler, as at Ballarat, would be a great advantage, steam being conveyed to 
every part of the building? In the original plans, when the Hospital was first transfe1·red, it was contemplated to heat the baths 
by means of a boiler. I am of opinion that a great advantage would result, and that an immediate and continuous supply of hot 
water would be afforded by such method. 

49. Do you conEider that, beyond the Hon. Medical' Officers, with the Resident House Surgeon, any medical supervision is 
-necessary? Not in so far as the immediate care and treatment of the patients is concerned. 

51. Are you of opinion that the warm-bath aITangement is such as it should be in a well-regulated Hospital? I have no 
hesitation in saying that it i8 not as it should be, or as it 'Yas originally contemplated. ·· 

53. In what particulars would you suggest alterations as fo buildings? The erection of the Resident Medical Officer's 
quarters ; the erection of separate rooms, as already proposed ; and apal'tments for nurses. 

Mr. Aikenhead,-54. Do you think that, in the event of the removal of the females from the Male Hospital,' it would be 
1lesirable fo erect a building especially for their accommodation? I do; there being no existing building fit for the purpose. 

None whatever. · 
177. What is your opinion as to the ma~ner in which the nursing has been performed at the General 

Hospital since the appointment of the Lady Superintendent, and the arrival of the other nurses from 
·Sydney? My opinion is very strongly in favour of female nurses; and_ I am highly satisfied with the 
manner in which their duties are now performed, having constant opportunities. of forming an opinion. 

178. Do you think the comfort of the patients has been much increased since the introduction of 
female nurses? I have not the slightest hesitation in saying that it has been vastly improved. The 
patients themselves have frequently borne testimony to the great care and kindness of the nurses. 

By J.'J!Ir. Tmvers.-l 79. Are you not of opinion that female nursing has a humanising and softening 
influence upon the patients? I believe it has. .. · 

By the Chairman.-180. What is the opinion you have formed of the personnel of the -nursing staff as 
to temper, assiduity, and general deportment to the sick? I have never witnessed any deviation from 
uniform good temper, great assiduity, and kindness of manner. 

181. Are you of opinion that the Surgeon Superintendent has been desirous to .have the .necessary 
improvements effected, or alter in any important degree the old order of things? I am of opinion that he 
has been desirous to effect improvements. · 
_ 182. Do 'you tnink the Lady ·superintendent and nurses have met with cordial co-operation at the 
hands of the Hospital authorities ? I believe that much of the misunderstanding and discord that have . 
occurred are due to the fact that at the time the nurses entered upon their duties no Regulations were.drawn 
tip to define their position and powers in the Establishment. - · · -· -- -- - - - · - · - ·· -· 



By Mr. Trave1·s.-183. Ha\re,ther(l hot, since the·ariiv;al·of.the,niiises, been many' complaints made 
by them which it was in the power of the· Surgeon Superintendent to remove?. I believe so; either by his· 
own authority, or by reference to the Government. . . · 
\·:· By tlte Ofutfrm,an.~184 • . Yon are aware that eitensive improvements at_ the General Hospital" have 
been contemplated for some time past, more ward' accommodation being required? . I am.· · 
'- '· ·.: '185. What amount' of accommodation would you recommend? Eight or nine' distinctly separate 
rooms for the isolation and treatment of infectious diseases, with accommodation for· the. necessary nurses:; 
also·rooms for patients the subjects of delirium tremens, and others under observation for insanity. 

186. What general ward accommodation would you recommend, it being in contemplation to remove 
·tl)~ females out of the male building?. In that case I would recommend the erection of a distinct Female 
-~9spi tal. 

187. Have tbe patients, especially females, space enough for air and exercise attached to the present 
)lujlding- ? I think the recreation grounds- attached. to the Hospital are altogether inadequate to. meet 
the wants of such an establishment. • · . 

:_ . For more detailed information on various important points- I refer·you to Mr. Hunter's Report ·to th~ 
Colonial Secretary, dated 11th November, 1876, (W 922) which is entirely based upon the recommenda'-
~io~s of the Medical Staff of the HospitaL"' ' . . . 

MR. SEALS examined • 

. 188. Your name is John Seals, and you are Dispenser at Her Majesty's General Hospital? Yes. 
189. It is shown by the Report ofl8i5, and which is signed by the Surgeon Superintendent, Dr. 

·Tumley, _that the number of out-patients treated during the yea1· was 6668, giving a daily average of. 184-
p.o you know that to have been the case? I know that to be the case, as they are taken daily from· the 
book as· entered. 

· . 190. Also, that the number of prescriptions was 9389, or a daily average of 25}-do you know this 
to hay-e been the case? I believe that to be as correct as can be arrived at. . 

191. Would not the diffe~ence between 18 and 25_:_7, exactly give the number of prescriptions· sent 
'to the Hospital daily by Dr .. Turnley for patients seeri by him at their own homes, as well as those brought 
from private practitioners? I can hardly see how it could he so, as all the prescriptions for the patients 
s_een both at the Hospital and their own homes are included in the 9389. 
. 192. Will your prescription book give any more accurate information upon this point "than that 
recorded in the Report? It will not. 

193. Can yo~ suggest a ·better system for recording the numbei· of' patients and- the medicin~ 
,prescribed? I would suggest that three different Registers should be kept: one for patients s~en at tho 
·Hospital; one for those seen by the Surgeon Superintendent at their own homes; and one for those seen 
by private·practitioners. At the present time all are entered in one Register. · · 
' · 194. For a number qfyears you prepared for each ward an abstract sheet exhibiting the amount of 
extras supplied to each patient, such sheet exactly corresponding with the extras ordered by the Medical 
men? I did. 
· 195. Are Hospital Registers kept for all the wards at the pre~ent time; ~nd if' so, are all _ 1.h~ diets 

_a_nd extr3:3 entered therein? The Registers are kept; but the diets and extras are only entered in wards 3 
and 4, and sometimes by Dr. Perkins. . 
· l 96. Then, at the present time, the Registers in the other war~s are: incomplete as regards rliagnosis, 
diet, and extras? Yes. · 

· · ·' · 197. And the Commissioners are to understand that neither· diet nor extra she~ts lie upon· the tables 
in the wards ? They do not. . · · 

.' 198. Are you in the habit of preparing and dispensing the prescriptions given by Dr. Crowther and 

. other medical, men to poor people? . Yes. · 
;' 199. Is it a fact within your knowledge, the day having been Saturday, October 14th, 1876, that a 
chilp. for whom Dr. Crowther had prescribed did not obtain its mr.dicine until the following Monday, its 

. brother not having reached the Hospital until a few minutes past 11 A.M., and who, upon anival, was 
jefuse~ admission to the Dispensary ,by the gate-keeper, Ware?' A prescription from Dr. Crowther, dated 
'14th October, 1876, having been presented to me- on the 116th, I enquired of the boy why he had not got 
th_e medicine on Saturday, the 14th. He replied that he canie to the gate, and was told by the gate-keeper 

: that it was past 11 A.M., and that he was too late. I produce the prescrip'tion endorsed with my initials, 
and the following memorandum-" This was brought to the Dispensary on the morning of the 16th 

:.October, 1876.. J. S." · • . • 
_. 200. What are the hours upon which-the Surgeon Superintendent visits the General Hospital? Vecy 

uncertain, except in the morning, when he attends between 9 and 10 o'clock. : 
\.. 201:. :Does Dr. Turnley or Dr. Macfarlane= keep any case ·book or ward register, or- keep any other 
Ci•eeord of the, pases attended by them in the absence of the Honorary Medical Ofl_icers? Not that · I ain 
aware of. 

c :·. _ 202. Will_ you produce the· registers belonging to No. 3 and 4 wards, kept by Dr. Crowther as 
q,ne _of the Honorary ·Medical Officers at. the General Hospital from 1860 to 1869 ?' I produce two of 
r:them. 

•· Appendix B. 
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203. Were the diets and extras regularly entered therein, as w.ell as the patients' cases ? • Yes.• •. 
204. Did.not a: diet and extra sheet always lie upon the table· in Dr. Crowther's wards,. such- sheet 

giving the name·of each patient, with the diet and extras he• was receiving?, It did,.and exactly agreed 
with the entries in the register, and was daily compared with it; as the diets were added to or taken off in 
-the register, so they appeared upon the sheet •. 

205. Was that system adopted in all the wards ? No ; Dr. Crowther's · were the only· wards ih 
which an abstract sheet lay upon the table for reference. 

206. By whom were the sheets prepared? By myself. 
· 207. Of what use do you consider these sheets? They always enabled the doctor to see at a glance 
.the diet and amount of exti•as a patient was receiving, and were a very valuable check. 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 22, 1876. 

DR. BUTLER examined. 

By tlte Gltairman~-208. Your name is Henry Butler, and you are one of the Honorary Medical 
· Officers of the General Hospital ? Yes. . 
: 209. In the month of August, 1874, you were examined before a Select Committee of the Legislative 
· Council, as also ,were the 0ther Honorary Medical Officers ? Yes. . 

210. Are you cognizant of, and conversant with, the recommendations embodied in the Report of that 
Committee, dated September 4th, 1874. (Recommendations read.)· I ain. . 

211. With the exception of the Female Nurses, the appointment of the Dispenser, and the residence 
"of the House Surgeon upon the premises, has any other· recommendation been carried out? Yes; the 
:.male lock ward, the assignment of special rooms for diseases of an infectious character, qne for erysipelas, 
· one for scarlet fever, and one for diphtheria. 

212. Where are these rooms situated? In the old building. 
213. W otild not the Hospital in every particular be materially improved if effect were given to the 

.recommendations; arid are they not as necessary now as they were at .the time evidence was-taken upon 
the condition of the Hospital two years ago ? Yes, certainly ; but I think more important improvements 
might be introduced than are indicated in -the Report, more especially with reference to the arrangements 

. fur patients under observation for insanity; there should be a padded room provided in both male and 
·.· female Divisions for violent patients, in order to prevent the necessity of mechanical restraint. I also have 
modified my opinion with reference to the desirability of Board management. Every Institution of this 
character, in my opinion, should have a responsible resident and professional head, under whom the entire 
working of the Ho~pital should be conducted, except the treatment of patients under the charge of the 
Honorary Surgeons. It would also be desirable that an officer in ·the position of Inspector of Charitable 

: Institutions, as there is at home, should be appointed, whose duty would be to ·visit, enquire into, and report 
· upon the state of the Hospital at least once·every month. 
, 214. Are you acquainted with any Hospitals in which the system.you recommend has been carried 
out ·successfully ? Yes, in the Hospitals under the control of the Military Medical Service in England, at 
Malta, also at Milan and Naples, 

. 215. Do you think the professional head to whom you allude would be, generally speaking, competent 
and have the time to attend to the financial part of the Hospital business? . Yes, in the view -that the 
Honorary Surgeons would relieve him of most of the detail professional work, and the necessary employ­
ment of an Assistant House Surgeon to attend to· the cases of out-patients and attendance on the Honorary 

'. S.urgeons in the wards. 
. 216. Is it not generally the rule throuo-hout England that Hospitals are under the management cif a: 
~ Board and not of a single individual ? Yes: in all cases where the funds are not provided by Government 

but from private sources. 
: B,y Dr.· Ororvther.-217. Extract from 11:facm,illan's 1vlagazine, September, 1876, read as follows:­
\.'.'· No real reform can be effected in a Hospital without the hearty co-operation of a Board alive to the 
need for reform, and anxious to secure it at the expense of trouble and money." What is your opinion 

. Df the. above ? If it could be secured it would be most desirable. · 
':. · 218. In your evidence before the Select Committee· of· the Legislative Council on the ·3lst August, 
01874, there is the following:- . ·. 
, · 330, What is your opinion of Board management as originally devised anu oontinuod at the General Hospital until the year 
1868 ? I think that the management by Boards at the· General Hospital, if it had been carried out as originally devised by Mr. 

<.H'enty, would have effected successfully his object, and was of great value to the Institution. , 

Are you ·of the same opinion ? I am of opinion that the system of management was of more advantage to 
:the Institution thari what has recently obtained, but I adhere to the modification of my opinion just given. 

219. Before the same Co_mmittee in August, 1874 :-
331. Do yon consider the system of Board management good in principle? · Yes, provided its functions are defined and 

, limited by Act of Parliament, It enlists the sympathies of a large _number of persons, who from day to day take more interest 
in the Institution, and create a public opinion within it, · · · _ . , 

,.Do you see any reason to modify that.'? Yes, because I have noticed in -the usage of this system in the 
_ adjacent ·Colonies· it has given rise to so many controversies and antagonistic feelings as t_o 'neutralise its 
J:ieneficial results. It. has cr_eated and perp~tuated a sy~tem of p~rtisan warfare in the Institution itself. . 

. • I , 
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220; Before the same Committee·:..__: 

•' 332. State your op!ilion·as·to the·defccts, if'any·?' From my knowledge,of"Board;management, which· I have gained from 
my comiection.with the .Lunatic .Asylum at.New·Norfolk, and.·the Doard;of. Education, the• only defect is,.that from. the w_ant of 
tiiU:powers. there is, necessarily- a feeling that there is .at:the, same,time a.lQss of responsibility.. , 

Do you see any reason to modify that? I am decidedly of opinion that if the· Hospitals of this country are 
·to be managed by Boards,, that it would be primarily essential that they should. have. the same powers and 
privileges as are given by enactment to the two Boarda alluded to. 

By tlie Cltairman.-221. Have you yourself kno,wn any such results as you speak of resulting from 
. the. establishment.of Boards of management at_ the.New.Norfolk Asylum, and of Education? . Occasionally, 
out not to any great extent .. 

By Dr. 01·orotlwr.-222. Did any such occur during the 9 years•· existence of tlie Hospital Board 7 
Not to my knowledge. . 

223. Before the same Committee :-
333. Do you think nomination of members.by the Crown only o:d:vlsable? So long as the expenditure In the Institution is 

defrayed by'the Crown, and can only be so by·nominatiilg the members;. but: it would be prefc1•able if the Hospital could be 
carried on by the aid of subsc1·iptions, and then those so subscribing would have a right of voice in the management and control 
of the Institution. 

334. Do you not consider that the nomination of a Board without an Act of Parliament for the regulation of its affairs, while 
the· Crown retains the controlling power·in its own.hands, en anomaly? Yes,,it.is an anomaly,.and· contrary to all,prccedent. 
The Board of Immigration, the Board of Education, and the Commissioners of the Lunatic Asylum, Ne.w Norfolk, have.each 
their powers defined by Act of Parliament. 

,· 335. Do you not think the defects arose from.that cause in a great.measure; viz. the want ofan·Act·of Parliament? Yes; 
the members of the Board had not a clear understanding• ofi the extent of ·theii- powers, and, therefore they· were frequently 
undecided.in their action,,:and not satisfied. with. their position,,. 

Do you wish to modify your opinion 2: Not. a:t all~. 
224. Before the·same Committee,: ...... 

336. Would'·a Board for the management of'the·General Hospital work.better ifit were eloctive,-a·.popular interegt.having 
been.firstcreated,.as in Melbourne?: 1: have been connected witli Hospitals.in G1·eat Britain, which are always managed in this 
manner, and no difficulty has occurred ;. but in this Colony the experiment has been tried in Campbell Town, and year by ;year 
the subscriptions have decreased, and less public interest is being taken in the Institution. 

Do you wish to modify that ? Further consideration has not weakened my belief in the desirability of the 
proposition, but it has in its practicability. The experience of the-·.management of the Launceston Hospital 

· still more-confirms me-in-the belief that in this community funds .could not be obtained from· the general 
_· public· to sustain the Hospital. 

225. Before the same Committee :-
339. You are aware, whlln the. General Hospital was transferred from _the Imperial to Cofouial Government,. it was 

. contemplated to.make it 8: Hospital and' Dispensary in order to secure public interest and support 1 Yes, I was consulted with 
y,ourself and oth01•s : it was: so intended:, and: rules were drawn .. up. · · 

: i)o ym.1. believe that. to be. the. case ? Yes .. 
226; Before the. same Committee :-

340. If the plan had. been: adhered to. of' making· it a· Hospital·. and, Dispensary,. with private subscriptions and: the; Board 
made elective, do you not think it would have proved beneficial.to the general public? Yes,. if there had been any success in 
obtaining subscriptions. 

Do you wish to modify that.?: I' am still of' opinion that it would be beneficial; but I, with others, was 
discouraged by the fact that the public took no real interest in the matter~ 

227. Before the same Committee :-
. 341. Do you think if the same. powers and organisation existed with reg_ar.d to the General Hospital as at. New Norfolk. that 

good would result ? Yes. · · · 

• • Are you of the same opinion. still-?. I ha;ve ID.odified my opinion. already. 
228. Do you think the Hospital Board ever had a fair trial? If it had had the same,powers. and 

privileges as the Boards. to, which we have already referred, I believe that the members of the Board would 
h;i;ve taken far larger interest in t)le matters referred to them than they 1,1aturally did: under the difficulties 
in which they wer~ placed. • 

229. Are you. not. aware of the fact tllat the. Hospital· Board for 9. years: supervised and carried out 
the,general management of the Institutjon in. the face of numerous difficulties ?· In my opinion tlley 
carried them out in a satisfactory manner,, and the Board worked·welL 

230. Having. expressed an opinion· in, favour of a· Medical: Superintendent;.do you not think that:a 
r.egularly. qualified- Resident, Surg~on would fulfil all the conditions of general medical supervision as far 
as the Hospital is concerned ? No, and for the following reasons :-I believe.it to be essential for the 
health,of the inmates and the good conduct of the Institution that a competent qualified professional man 
should. be at all times. within the walls of. the Institution, and.'that. would of itself' be impossible if shnply 
one medical officer was to have. general medical supervision,. as it would. make-the Institution-. a prison to 

. him, and does not proV<ide for any arrangement. by which he might be incapacitated from ill health. 
23L. But:are you not·aware;that at the present time.there are fow, Honorary, Medical Officers~attached 

to the Hospital ? I ;tm. . 
232. Before Select CoII!mittee of Legislative Council in August, 1.874 :-. 

380; You are aware of.the Report·for·the year 1860 being·ftirnished to the-Government-in August; 1861·?· Yes. It WllS to 
tl!,e following effect :-

. "Tlie·Board has, no desire to animadvert;; upon- departmental control,; it. may be: good, or it· may- bo bad, b.ut -the. lilto 
experience of'. the, Crimean War has showµ.. that it ·may be defective,. and needs the ·quickening· influence· uf public· opinion. A 
Medical Department is not one ove/: which aJlov~rnment can exercise a supervision, it stands apart, .. and can be rcsronsible only 
to itself. In such cases it seems the safest course to invite the co-opel'Btion of th'e public, and to· conduct· Hospitals and Charitable 
Iustltutions upon the principle geuerally recognised as the soundest and most beneficial to the connti-y," / 
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38"1'. Are' you, still of the, same, opinion r Y e.s. 

Do you see any reason· to modify that opinion ? No, except' to the extent which I have already stated., 
' · 233. · B~fore the' same Committee,:-

320. How is the Melbourne Hospital managed? It is managed by a Board or Committee; having a; President and Vice• 
·P.resiaent, and there• are. subscribers to the General Hospital. 

Dr. Macfarlane's. Evidence~ 
. 321'. •ro what extent have the public an interest in the l\1elbourne Hospital;. and what plan is•nsually adopted with regard 
fo the· election, of'committee? As far as- I remember, subscribers from £I- and upwards have the privilege• of a voice in the 
-election,of the committee. It is .. done by, a regular ballo.t in the Board,-room of the !lfelbourne Hospital. . 

32:?. Do you. know the proportion the·. Gove,·nment . pay to the. support. of the. Melbourne Hospitai? I know they gi•ant' a 
subsidy, irrespective of the funds 1·aised by subscription. . . 

323. Has the system, as far as you are aware, worked well in Melbourne? Yes, except where prejudice existed. 
324. Are you aware whether the Crown nominated any Members of the lloard? · It did nothing beyond granting the subsidy 

as far as I know. · · 

325. Would a Board for the management of the General_Hospital work better if it were elective, a popular interest having 
been first created, as in Melbourne? I cannot say, but it has wol'ked well enough in l\1elbourne. 

At the time you answered Question 219 were you cognizant of the fact that Dr. Macfarlane had given 
evidence in his answers to the questions just i.-ead to you as to the· good working of the Board system at the 
Melbourne. Hospital? I had not had my attention drawn to it. 

234.- Are you not. at the present moment compelled to, use a. lai:ge po1·tion of the old buil'ding for 
.essentially Hospital cases 7 Yes. . 

235. Are you not aware that for the Female Lock Ward in the old building there has been only one 
small and most defective closet for the accommodation of both diseased women and nurses? I am aware 
there is only one and I consider that quite adequate for the average number of'patients in that Ward'; but 
separate accommodation should always be given for those in the position of attendants. The closet adjacent 
to the ward' was· ordered to be obtained on what was consid·ered the most effective and._ sanatory arrange­
ment for that purpose ; namely, the earth closet system; and it was only by the: mismanagement of the 
patients that the machinery became defective, and its utility destroye(l'. 

236; Do you know whether any' alteration has taken place in this. particular during the, present 
month ? No, I do not. • 

237. Had it not been for the utilisation of tlie old building could the wants of the community, as far 
as Hospital cases are concerned, have, been met·?, Arrang,ements could have- been made. for the tre1J,tment 
of all cases- in the General Hospital, but not for the, prnper and efficient separation, of patients suffering 
under diseases of a, malarious·ancl infectious type. 

. 238. Do iou see any reason to alter the conclusion you arrived at upon your former examination, or 
_desire to record any modification of the opinions then expressed in your answers, to the following q-uestions,? 

350, Is it your opinion that pl'ivate·apartments are needed fo1• males·and females? I believe· that an institution having the 
charactm· of a sanatorium, in which people from the country who are compelled to come to Hobart Town for advice could remain, 

. would be· a.great boon to the community;, but it should be s~parate .from the Hospital, and its doors should 'be open to every 
recognised practitioner. · 

353. Do you think the restm•ation of the building to its forme\• purpose as a receptacle fo1• males only would be beneficial, 
, provision being made for the females by a new building at the rear of the General Hospital·?' Yes, because it will- allow of a 
, Bpecial ward being provided fo1· lock cases for males, as we have for females-. 

354. What extra accommodation is required at the present time in the shape of private apartments· for the reception. of 
patients? I think there should' be small rooms'fo1· the reception of patients who have to undergo serious operations; there-is: a 

-great want of apartments for the.reception of females who are suffering from detfriwn tremens, 01· who are sent to the Hospital 
for investigation as to their sanity,-also, the male apartment for the same purpose requires improvements: this-subject has been 

·brought under the attentio1l' of the Government, who have made arrangements for the• erection of buildings for the,females, and 
improvements to those for· the- males. · 

355. Do you think isolation necessary for the successful performance of surgical operations? In.some cases the:want ofit 
l!Criously endangel's life. 

' 356. A1•e there· any, wards at present available for that purpose? Only one, in the female division of the Hospital. 

372: Are.you ofcipinii:>n that the General, Hospital at Hobart Town as.at present managed is equal to the wants of-the.com­
munity?· ·with the improvements I have named, and those the Government have promised to-carry out, and the diminution of 
pauperism, it might meet the hard necessities of tha case, but it would be desirable that it should be enlarged. 

37/i'. Do you consider that beyond·the Honorary Medical Officers-with.the Resident House Surgeon any medical supervision 
necessary ? No. · 

377. You are of opinion· that the wa1•m. bath· m·rangement is such as· it,should. be· in·. a well-regulated Hospital? Warm 
water ought to be· available in any ward: at any moment. 

. 379. Do you think that,._!n the event of the removal of the females from the male Hospital, it would be desirable• to ei,ect' a 
-building especially for their ~accommodation? Yes.; but it would not be desirable to remove. them to the. old building at the 
back,-that should be.removed and a new building.erected. 

I see no reason to modify my opinions. 
239. What is your opinion as to the· manner in which. the nursing has. been performed at the. General 

Hospital since the appointment of the Lady Superintendent and the arrival of the other nurses from Syd­
ney?· I believe· it has generally conduced to the comfort of the patients, but. i 1:. could have been made 
more effective-if it had been more under the direction of tlie Surgeon-Superintendent, for the simple reason 
that all the arrangements of nursing- should· be directly under the control of a responsible professional 
man. I do not attribute this defect to any want of sympathy on the part of the nursing stafl~ but to the 
absence of regulations defining their duties, and, their relations to the other officers of the Institution. 

240. Do you think the comfort of the patients has been much increased since the introduction, of 
female nurses? I have no hesitation in saying that it has in the Male. Wards, and it has been equally 
efficient in the Female Wards, as it was under the good staff that previously existed there •. 

241. Do 'you think the Lady Superinten'dent and nurses have, met with cordiar co-operation, at the 
hands of the Hospital authorities ? Yes, as far as I know. 
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. By 11:fr T1·,avers.-242. Are you a Member of the Board ·of: Management: at. :the N e:w-. Norfolk 

Asylum, and how long have· you been: so? I 3:m, and ·hav~ peen- so apoµt ·23 years. . .. : 
243. Do you consider that the Asylum has been well man~ged~ and without ' 1 partisan. wm:fare" 

-d11riag that period.? : J.. d.o. . · 
244. Do you consider that -the employment of Female Nurses has a humanising· and restraining 

effect upon_ the patients? I may give my experience from having been House Surgeon and Resident 
::Medical Officer of the Westminster Hospital in which the nursing. in _both Male and Female Wards was 
··entil-ely done by females, there being a staff composed of superior nmses called " Sisters," and a staff of 
,..spbordinates under .them. I was so impressed with the advantage of the system, that dming the entire 
-=period ·of my connection with this· Hospital I have endeavoured .to procure the employment ~f females as 
nurses here. · · 

THU:RSDAY, DECEMBER 28. 1876; · 

DR. BRIGHT examined. 
. . By tlte C!tairman.-245. Your I)ame is Richard Stonhewer Bright, and you are one of the ;Honorary 
Medical Officers of Her Majesty's General Hospital? Yes, and have been since January, 1860 ... 
. 246. In.the month of August, 1874, you were examined before a Select Committee of the Legislative 
:·Council, a~ also were the other Honorary Medical Officers? Yes . 
: 247. Are you cognizant of, and conversant with, the recommendations embodied.in the Report of that 
;•Committee, dated 4t~ September, 1874? (Recommend3:tions read.) I am cognizant of them. 
• · 248. With the exception of the female.nurses, the appointment of the Dispenser, and the residence of 
rtlie House Smgeon upon the premises, has any other recommendation been carried out? No; those are 
the principal things that have been _done. 

2_49. ·would not the Hospital, ii:i every particular, _be materially improved if effect were given to the 
recommendations? No, I do not think so. · · 

. 250. '\Yill you give your reasons for your last statement? Yes. 
. l; That it shall for the future be a Hospital and Dispensary, as originally contemplated, public co-operation being secured, 

·. With reference .to 'the first. recommendation in that Report, I do 11ot understand how the General 
Hospital _can be made more of a Hospital and ~ispensary than it is 110w, inasmuch as the Hospital 

·.Wards are open for all cases of disease· or accident requiring treatment within them, as much as they 
~·ever were or could be;· and as for the Dispensary, out-patients are seen here and receive their medicines, 
,· ancl those unable to come are visited at _their own homes by Dr. Turnley, and receive their medicines from 
• the Hospital also. · • . · 
'· 2 • .A rct11rn to Board managemeii:t, elective ifpossfole;'with definite powers assigned to it, as iti the case of the .Asylum at 
,New Norfolk, and Education and Immigmtion Boards. · ·. 

'.With reference to the secon~ recommendation, my opinion is, aftei· my knowleilcre and experience of Board 
Management here, that there is very little hope of its succeeding, inasmuch as ~umerous gentlemen, who 

.: at various times have been members of the Board, have resigned, and I think would be unlikely fo 
:-take-office again; and there has been such a general unwillingness amongst others to undertake the duties. 
• . By J.l:fr. Travers.-251. Did not this unwillingness arise from the Board not possessing necessary 
: powers, such as possessed, for instance, l;>y the _New Norfolk Asylum Boar.d? That is one reason orily. 
To my own knowledge some valuable members were lost to the Hospital Board in consequence of personal 

'.'differences and disputes, ·and a partisan spirit having arisen. . . . · 
By D1·. Crorvtlurr.-252. Do you think there are no other persons in the City of Hobart Town· besi~es 

the members of the old Board willing to !encl their aid to make -Board management a success? You. uiay 
· ;find other persons; but I believe that amongst the class of persons most suitable and competent, the 
· majority available have either been asked and declined, or at some time or other have served on the Board. 
,:. · , 253. Then am I to understand that _any members of the original Board resigned in consequence of 
partisan feuds? I believe so, and have heard it, · . · . .. 

· 3. That the Government· through Parliament furnish a subsidy; but in tho event of annual· subscriptions to the_ extent of 
£500 being forthcoming, the eiection of members of the Board and all office1·s be left to the. subscribers: such election to be_ jly 

· b~llot, as in Vi,ctoria. 

'With regard to recommendation No. 3 of the Report: ,.Previous Governments have been asked by the 
Hospital Board at various times to hand over the control· of the Hospital expenditure, and have always 
declined to do so, and, as I think, rightly, so long as the funds arc voted by Parliament. With regard 

· to subscriptions being raised to the exte.,nt of £500, I helievc _it is impossible to do it; and therefore the 
· c1ection of members of a Board could not be left to a. body of S\1bscribers which would not exist. 

By Dr. C1'0rotlwr.-254. You are aware that the New Norfolk Commissioners, Immigration and 
Education Boards, manage their own affairs, and manage them well.' Why should not the Hospital 
Board do the same if placed in a similar position? I can only say that I believe no instance can be quoted 

'· of a Hospital being man:iged by a Board, with uncontrolled power over its expenditure when they had.taken 
no part in raising its income, and were practically beyond control. 'l'he instances of Hospitals j_n 

· England being managed by Committees chosen from a body of subscribers who contributed the bulk of the 
·._funds is in no way analogous; nor are that of Hospitals in the adjacent Colonies,' where the Boards simply 

expend the funds of their own subscribers and Go·vernment subsidies added to them. , 
: 255. _Do, you know anything from personal,.information as.to. the _plan _adopted in. the neighboui·ing 

Colonies, particularly Melbourne? I do. 
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• 256. Dr. Macfarlane gave the following evidence before the Select Committee of the Legislative 
Council in August, 1874 :-
. 320. How,is the Melbourne Hospital managed? It is managed by a Board or Committee, having a President and Vice-. 

President, and there arc subscribers to the General Hospital. 
321. To what extent have the public an interest in the Melbourne Hospital, and what plan is usually adopted with regard 

fo the election o'f Qommittee 1 As far as I remember, subscribers from £1 and upwards have the privilege of a voice in the electiol!, 
of the Committee.. It is done by a regular ballot in the Board-room of the Melboume Hospital. 

·322. Do you know the proportion the Go\'ernmeilt pay to the support of the Melbourne Hospital? I know they grant ii · 
.s,t1.bsidy, irrespective of the funds raised by subscription. · 

323. Has the system, as far as you are aware, worked well in Melbourne? Yes, except where prejudice existed. 
J 324. Are you aware whether the. Crown nominated aiiy members of the Board? It did J1othing b"eyond granting the subsidy 
as far as I know. 

325. Would. a Board for.the managemeut of the General Hospital work better ifit were elective, a popular interest having 
· been first created, as in Melbourne? I cannot say, but it has worked well enough in Melbourne, . 

Having heard Dr. Macfarlane's answer~, do you not think the system would work equally well here~ 
under similar conditions ? I do, .provided you could first obtain, and then keep up for a series of years, 
a sufficient body of subscribers; but the same system having been tried in Launceston and ,failed, arid the 
Hospital' subsequently handed over to the sole control of the Government, I do not thin~ ·the plan woul~, 
~JJ_cceed here .. 
, · 257. Had the Hospital Board in Launceston any powers confened upon it by statute? I do not know~ 

Fourth Recommendation. 
· 4.- That for the future- none 'other than female nurses be employed, acting under the instruction of a trained nurse, who will 

perform the office of Matron. Special night nurses are also required. · " 

With regard to the · fourth recommendation· in the Report: I have al ways been in favour of femal~ 
n11r~es in all the wards of. the Hospital; and the minutes of the late Hospital Board will show that for. 
µpwards of ten years past that Board, and the Honorary Medical Officers, have persistently urged this 
qu.estion upon the Governm_ent. 

Sixth Recommendation. 
6. That the House Surgeon reside upon the premises, and his duties be solely confined to Hospital work. 

~ agree with this suggestion, and regret that the ,latter part of it has not been stz:ictly adhered to. 
. . Eighth Recommendation. 

8. That the old Hospital at the back, with the Siipe~intendent's and Dispenser's quarters, as far as the kitchen, be pulled 
down, 1md the material utilised in the erection of new buildings . 

. The old building should not be pulled down, or interfered with, until replaced by new, as it could not be 
spared until a substitute was provided. . , · 

Ninth Recornmendatio:n.. 
9, That the vacant space be filled with the new buildings required; vi,z.-

House Surgeon's, Steward's, and Dispenser's quarters, each having not less than four rooms. 
Two large wards for females, capable of locating sixteen in each ; two smaller for isolated cases, and two for female~ 

under observation. for insanity or delirium h·emens. Attached to each of the larger wards must be a nurse's apart,.; 
ment, closet, bath, and lavatory. · · 

Two _or more wards of moc,Ierate size, with nurse's. apartments, as a public sanatoriu~ for paying patients. These to bs 
' · open to any recognised medical practitioner, thus givmg the individual, in the case of surgical operation or other~ 

wise, the selection of bis professional attendant. · · 
Hot water to be supplied to these·buildings by means of a plain high-pressure single-flue boiler. 

A. greater necessity exists for a number of moderate-sized wards for cases of infectious disease,-diphtheria; 
scarlet fever, and erysipelas wards for both sexes,-than for a regular Female Hospital, which, although 
~lso desirable, i~ less urgently required than the former. . · 
.. By t!te Cliairman.-258. Do you think the Hospital will ever be in a satisfactory condition until the 
suggestions ·noted have been attended to? No, . • 
: 259. Do you see any reason to alter the .conclusions you arrived at upon your fo~mer examination, or 
desire to record any modification of the opinions then expressed, particularly as to Questions N os.133, 134, 
141, 142, 143, 165, 191, 197, ap.d 198? as follows:-

133. Do you consider the system of Board management good in principle? Yes, I do. 

134. State your opinion as to the defects, if any? The defects were that the Board had no definite power to manage its own 
.a:lf'airs. _ 

141. Do you not think it would be wise to create, if possible, a popular interest in it? · It .certainly would .• 
142. Are yon aware that the Asylum at New Norfolk has been managed by a Board or body of Commissioners, having a4 

Act of Parliament for its guidance, thus giving it the control of its own affairs 7 Yes. · 
' 143. Do yon think if the same powers ~nd organisation existed with regard to ·the Goneral Hospital that good would ;esult J 
Yes. . · 

165. Do you not think a nurse's apartment to each ward absolutely necessary? I not only _think -it is necessary, but th~ 
Medical Officers of the Hospital represented'that point to the Members ,)f the Government very strongly some few weeks ago .at 
their inspection of the buildings. :When the new building attached to the Hospital and set apart for the head nurse was built, it 
:was then represented to the Board and Government that it was very necessary that the building should be carried up so as to givo 
the same accommodation to the wards on the upper floor. _ 
, 191. Do you think that a high pressure steam boiler, as at Ballarat, would be .a great advantage, _steam being conveyed to· 
every part of the building? Yes, it would be a decided advantage. 

197. Are yon of opinion that the warm bath arrangement is such as it should be in a well-regulated Hospital? No_. 

( _ · 198. D9 y~u think the Generai Hospital, as at pre;ent constit~ted, can claim for itself the character of a first-class establisij~ 
ment 1 No, but as much now as ever it could. , · · --~ 

.None, except-where I have given fuller information before the present Commissioners . 
. 260. Do you wish to modify your opin1on, as formerly given, under Question 1951. as follows:-
195. Do yon consider that beyond the Hon. Medical Office1·s, with a Resident House Surgeon, any medical supervisio:n i~ 

necess~y? .No. 



I do ; 
0

beciuse
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:m'y kno;ledgl o(·tli~ ~orkirig "t,f the H~spital Board,. as· condu"ctecl _h;re .. fr;~ 1860 ·to 1873, 
shows me that it was not successful, and that in almost every question relating· fo the medical or general 
management of the· Hospital a reference had to He made to· the medical staff, and their opinions generally 
~cted upon. I think, thm:efore,. that_ a re~ponsible medical chic~ would be the better controlling power.· · 
·. . By Dr. C~bnitlwr.-261.. Do you riot corisider a qualified Resident Surgeon sufficient tq ineet all the 
focal wants or ·tl11s establishment, and do you not also consider the honorary staff equal -to all requirements 
~Jar as the .µ-eatmen~ of the patients is, concerned ? Yes ; provided tl1at he was armed with sufficient 
authority to manage the establishment, and have all the paid officers and servants made subordinate to him,. 
and that his duties were confined to the Hospital; 
•. · 262 •. Are you not aware that Rules arid Regulations for the management of the Hospital were drawn_ 
up in 1860 ? Yes. . · 
: · · 263. In the ·Rules anci Regulatfons referred to, the foilowing duties were assigned to the House oi: 
~esident Surgeon:-_ . . . . · . ,:, 

. RESIDENT SURGEON. 

· 23. The Resident Medical Officer shall !iv~ in 'the Hospital, and shall not leave his duties except on necessary occasions. 

i · . 24- He sh!llj not absent hiniseif for more than three hours at any one time, nor after 12 o'clock at night, without the sanction 
of the Weekly Committee. 

25. He shall have the charge of the Patients during the absence of the Pl1ysicillns and Surgeons, and shall report to thci 
Weekly Committee at its next meeting any Patients who may have been irregular 01· disorderly. 

26, He shall be present, and proscribe for all out-Patients who may visit the Dispensal'y for that purpose. 
( .. . 27,: He shall have the immediate superintendence of- all the Wa1•dsmen, Nurses, and Servants, and shall preserve order and 
sobriety in the Establishment ; and in case of any insubor.diµation or gross default of duty on the part of any W ardsmail or 
:Nurse, ho shall discharge such Serv;mt, and, if neces~ary, shall hire a substitute ; and ho shall report his having done so, with 
'the. cause of such discharge, tci the Weekly Cqmmitteo at their next meeting. . · · 

. 28. Ho shall have the charge of: li.nd bo acc'oimtable· for, the M
0

edical Stores and Surgicai Instruments, and shall make °i1ii 
inventory of the same in a book to bo kept for that purpose, in which he shall regnlarly enter tho receipt of each article ; and ho 
shall, on the last day of the months of March, June, Septemb~r, and December of each year, prepare and submit to the Board of 
Managers a List of all Instruments required for his department dul'ing the en5uing quarter. 

29. He shall also daily visit the Pationts;,:and enquire if the treatment prescribed has ·lJeen:attendod to, and if any cause of 
complaint exists: and should any complaint be prefel'l'ed, he shall enter the same in the_Pa~ient's Complaint Book immediately, 
in the presence of the Wardsman ·ol' Nurse of the Ward, and shall lay such Book before the Weekly Committee at each llleeting; 

30. He shall give due notice to the Physicians and. Surgeons oftho Hospital as often as a consultation is to bo hold ; he shall 
also ~ive them notice of all opomtir;ms and _post-mo1tem examinations about to be performed, · . 

31. He shall, on his visits ·to the Wards, examine theil' condition with respect· to cleanliness, temperature, and ventilation; 
and observe if the Wardsmen and Nurses have done theh• duty. 
· · 32: Ho shall cause to be affixed to 'the bed of 'each ·P~tient his na~e, ~ge, disease, the date of his admission, and. the diet 
ordered by the Medical Officer. 

33. He shall perform all the minor operations of surgery, and the post-mortem examinations not personally performed by 
the Physkians or Surgeons. . . 

34. In the absence of the Physicians or Surgeons, fa all ·cases of emergency, he shall cause immediate notice of such 
emergency to ho gi:ven to them, being authorised in the mea,iltimo to act to the best of his judgmont, avoiding as far as possiblo 
any unnecessary iiitoi-fercnce with the dutiils·of these Officers;· and when interfering, ho shall make a full entry of the particulars 
in the Case Book. · . . 
. . 35._ Ho shall reP.ort those. l'atie_nts that are ·absent, irregular, or disorderly to the Physicians and Surgeons, wl10 shnll have 
power to dismiss any Patient guilty of gross misconduct. . ' 

36. He shall not, on. any -pretence whatever, be ·coricerne.d in any Medical or Surgical practice out of t'ho Hospital, ~or in any 
other business ; nor shall he divulge any of the p1·oceedings of the Committee 01· Medical Officers in the discharge of their duties, 
: · 37. Ho shall see that the patients do n:ot pa1·t~ke of any food, liquor, 01· medicine except that prescribed. · . . \ \ . 

· 38. Ho shall carefully· examine all drugs and chemicals brought into the Hospital both as to quality and quantity, and report 
any defect in either respect to the Board of Managers. 

: "264. "Having heard the above read, beiiig'the Rules and Regulations drawn ·up in 1860 under Boar<J. · 
Management, aud being a definition of the duties of the Rouse Surgeon, do you consider beyond the 
Honorary Medical Officers, ·with a duly· qualified House Surgeon, any further. medical supervisioD; 
necessary'! Not if the entire paid staff, officers and nurses, were maqe subordinate to the House Surgeon; 
The present nursing staff were appointed without" a1iy Rules being provided for· their guidance; but the 
medical staff have since, by desire of the Government, ·drawn up Rules embodying those now in force in 
other Colonial Hospitals, but they have hot yet.been approved.of. · · . 

By t!te Gliainnan .. -26_5. What is your opinion as to the mann~r in which the nursing has been. per· 
formed at the General Hospital since the arrival of the Lady Superintendent, and other nurses, from 
Sydney? , The nursing' in the men's wards has been· 'decidedly improved since 'the change took place. 
_Some of the in,divid1,1al nu~·s~s who ·have cioine imder·_my notice·are very efficient, _and have rendered the 
medical officers· great assistance; out there are ·se1·ious defects in the system of nm·sing as now ·cafrie4 
out. Amongst these, I may mention, that the nurses have. been too frequently ancl unnecessarily changed 
tr(?m ward to wa:i•.d, to the injury . of the patients; these cliaJ1ges have impeded the medical officers in the 
qi~charge of thei_r duties, the incoming nurse frequently not having been given the necessary information 
by the outgoing one, for the. guidance of the Medical Officer, in the treatment of the patient, and for the 
proper conduct of her own duties_ whilst in charge of the wa'rd. 
'· 266. Has 'ilot the comfort of tiie ·patie~ts ·been much: 1ricreased since the introduction of female nurses~ 
Yes, decidedly. . 
. 267. Is your <_>pinion the sa~e a~ ~xpressed under the followi:ng Question 162, answered by you before· 
the Legislative Council Select Committee, in August, 1874? . .• : 

162. What is your opinion as to the nursing at the General Hospital; dietary, :preparatfon and distribution of food; stating 
in what particulars these_ could be improved ? 'l'he nm·sing in the male wards by _wards~en, as practised for the last 15 years, 
bas been decidedly bad, and has recently become worse· in consequence of the extreme difficulty· in getting suitable men; and 
,nth a view to the substituti~n of thos_o w_ards.m.en by fo.m11-l!J .-i:mrses the medical staff' have · rec~ntly been in . correspondence with 
the Government, who have exp1·essed their willingness to effect a change. The nursing in the female· wm•ds is fairly good, but<in 
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_'the entire Hospital there is not, and never has been, a staff' of night nurses, nor any accommodation for them, The dietary· might 
be improved and made more varied ; and one principal means of improving the dietary would be by ·obtaining the best articles o.f 
f'OOd available instead of taking contracts, as by the system now in use, at the lowest possible te1·ms. 

:Yes;· in consequence of the present system of cheap meat beintrobtained for the Hospital, we are, as ~ 
rule, obliged to use double the quantity. · The system in force in the Military .Medical Hospital here, up to 
the time of the withdrawal of the troops, was to obtain separate contracts for all the provisions used in ·that 
·Hospital, tl;ie object being to secure food of a better quality than is ordinarily obtained by contract. 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 29, 1876. 

MR. SEAGER examined. 

. By the Ghairman.-268. Your name is Charles Seager, and you are House Steward of Her Majesty's 
General Hospital, and you take account of all stores received from the contractors, and. issue the saIU~ 
daily ; keeping all the accounts of the Establishment? Yes. 

269. What is your salary, and have you, in addition, a personal ration, or any other perquisites ? . 
Salary, £250 a year; no personal ration, and no perquisites beyond house, fuel, and light. · 

. 270. Have you the use of a ·servant, with ration for same? No. 
271. From a return furnished by the Colonial Storekeeper, dated December 8th, 1876, it appears only 

one person, " Ware, the Gatekeeper," is entitled to rations ;-is that the case? Yes. 
272. Have you an authority for supplying the Surgeon Superintendent's groom with food? .He is 

entered as a patient; and supplied with rations as a patient. 
By Dr. Gromther.-273. Does he sleep at the Hospital? Yes. 

.. . 274. Are you aware that in a Return signed by .Dr. Turnley, the man John Johnson, employed by 
him as a groom, is entered as an Invalid? I am. . 

· B.y the Ghairrnan.-275. Then by whose order have you given rntions to ·this man ? By Dr. 
Turnley's. · 
· IJy Dr. Crowther.-'276. In which ward is he entered? He sleeps in. the old building, but is not 
registered, except as entered on the diet-sheet, and is not under any medical treatment. 
. · ,IJ.y the Chairrnan.~277. Acting in the capacity of House Steward, you made up the number of diets 
to patients and attendants, as detailed in the Report for the General Hospital, 1875? I did. · · 

278. By the Report for 1875, it appears that the diets were, for Patients, ·29,900; Attendants, 6903,­
calculated upon a daily strength of 82 Patients and 18 Attendants. Was that the case? Yes. 
: 279. From a Return placed before the Commissioners, dated December 22nd, 1876, signed by the 
Surgeon Superintendent, it appears the number of attendants and helpers·for 1875 was 23; is that Return 
correct,? Yes, it is correct. 

280. Then the entry 6903, representing .the diets of the attendants, cannot be correct, as it.only gives 
nearly 19 as the number fed at the Hospital daily, instead of 23 ; and consequently, the Jarger item is 
.incorrect also, the diets of the.four extra attendants having been included in that of the patients. Can 
·;you explain this? I know that 6903 is correct, and that number represents rations to the paid attendants:; 
the rations to the other four-John Shepherd, John Easton, William Foote, and Samuel Bass-are included 
,among the patients' mtions. 

By Dr. Crowtlter.-281. What wages do they receive, if aµy? None are paid by the Government: 
282. Then by whom are they' paid? I give John Shepherd 10s. a month; Dr. Turnley paid John 

:Easton; the other two receive no regular ·wages, but I.give them a shilling or two occasionally. 
283. What is the salary of the Messeng.er, J'. E. Ware? One shilli.ng a day and his fo9d. 
284. Have' you any authority from either the Colonial Secr.etary or .Storekeeper for ·supplying hini 

with rations? Yes, I have, dated 24th June, 1874, D. 391. · . 
· By the· Clwirman.-285. · The Commissioners find from a * Memorandum supplied· by M:r. P1:egn,ell, 
the Contractor to the Colonial Storekeeper, that about 150 lbs. of .meat reaches the.Hospital daily; ,is that 
the case? Yes, more or less. · · · · 
·· ·.286; Has the q~ality ·been, :in the main, good, as supplied by Mr. Pregnell · and other.contractors, 
since you have held the situation of House Steward? Yes. · · ' 

'287. If the meat had been at any time bad, it would have ·been your duty, as ,well ·as that .of the 
·surgeon Superintendent, to have brought the .matter under the notice .of, the ·Colonial Storekee_per, .ordered 
its removal, and supplied the material from some other source, power: in the Contract existing to' that 
:effect? Yes. 
:_ · • '288. Has the meat supplied by the Contractors been at any time of .such.a.character as .to necessitate 
the using of two pounds in lieu of one ? No. · · 

:289. From a t ,Return .furnished by the Colonial Storekeeper, it appears·that, ·for the year 1875, wer~ 
supplied to the Hospital 42,663 lbs. of meat and 35,359 lbs. of bread, which, divided by 100 (82 Patiehts 

. ,and 18 Helpers) would give to each person nearly one and a quarter pound -of meat, and one .pound of 
bread daily. As tlie quantity appears very large, can you give the .Commissioners. any.information upon 
'this point? There is a large quantity of meat used for beef-tea,. and chops, &c., as extras. · 

.2.C)0. If every person in the Hospital had had full rations daily; :viz., I lb. of meat each, there would 
still be about 17 lbs. daily to be·accounted for. Would the answer you.havejust:given sufficiently a.ccount 
for this large surplus? It would, as far as I can see at present. · · · 
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,· · · By. Dr. Crmvther.-291. Do you not think the number of patients ·would be relatively small who ·,voul<l 
require extra meat, such as chops, &c.? Yes, the number'would be small. 
. By the Chairman:-292. If every one had had a full ration of bread, viz., 1 lb. daily, it would 
amount to, as nearly as possible, the amount of bread which has been distributed; can you account for this? 
I can.not account for it, except that the quantity has been issued in 'the wards. 

By 11:fr. Manley.-293. Are nominal Returns rendered monthly to the Colonial Storekeeper showii'1g 
the diets issued to each class of patients, together ~vith the rations issued to attendants ? Yes. 

294. Can you produce one of those Returns? I produce one for December, 1875. 
295. I believe the Contractor is paid for the quantity of meat shown in that Return? Yes. 
296. Therefore, if the Return is correct, it must show the ~xact' quantity supplied and consumed d~ing 

the month ? Yes. · ' 
~ · By tlze Cliairman.-297. Is any person, other than yourself, conversant.with the administrative details 
:of the esta,blishment as far as the accounts are concerned, and the reception and issue of stores and extras ? 
No. · . 

,. 298. Does the Surgeon Superintendent or any other responsible person with yourself check weekly, 
monthly, or half-yearly the· accounts of the establishment? No. 

299. You li'ave certain men attached to the General Hospital as helpern, whose duty it is to keep all 
. the :rards and grounds attached to the Hospital in a clean and orderly condition ? Yes. 

300. How is it that the yard and grounds attached to the premises occupied by the nursing staff, and · 
more particularly that in 'the vicinity of the cottage in which the gatekeeper Ware lives, is in such a 

·neglected state, being at this moment strewn over with rags, bones, and other excreta ? I did not kno'Y 
that the helpers had any right to go over there; 

301. Is it not as much a part of your duty, or that of the Surgeon Superintendent, to see that these 
· premises and_ grounds are kept in as good order as those in connection with the General Hospital? I hay\1 
never thought it to be my duty to go over there. 

· 302. ·.What credits have you on behalf of tlie Hospital for waste materials such as fat, bones, rags, 
&c.? None. · · 

303. · What becomes of the waste material ? It is sold, and I pay John Shepherd and other helpers 
from the proceeds. . 

304. Do yori keep any debit and credit account of the s~le of tl1c waste materials and the mode in 
which the proceeds are applied? I do not. ·:· · 

.. By .1lfr: Manley.-305. Can you give any idea of the amount received for waste materia.ls for say 
one, two, or three months ? About .£2 a quarter. ' 

· 306. Is it your duty to receive moneys from the paying patients and to pay them into the• Coloni:l_l 
.Treasury? I receive the money and Dr. Turnley pays it into the Treasury. . 

By Dr. Crorvtlier.-307. During Board management. from 1860 to 1869 two Committees ·sat ( one 
:weekly' and one finance), which were in force during the whole of that time, and conducted the business in 
accordance :with the following Rules :- · · 

4. The Managm·s shall annually choose from amongst themselves a Committee of not fewer than three persons, whoso duty 
,it shall be to inspect the Hospital every week, to exercise a general supervision over it, and to rop01·t thereon to tho Board of 
.·Management. 

11. No Accounts shall be paid until they have been examined and approved by tho Finance Committee, who shall superviso 
the Books of .Account, and .report thereon quarterly to the Board of llfanagomont. 

Was that the ~asc.? · I believe it was. · 
· By the C!tairmizn.-308. Has' there been a similar check 'upon the expenditure incurred in the 
Hospital since the Committee ceased to act? There has not been. 

30,9. Do you continue to comply with the following Rule in the Regulations of 18il ? . . ' ' .. 
HOSPITA;L STEWARD. 

39. He shall.inspect the diets of the Patients, and sec that it is of good quality and properly prepared, and such as is 
, ordered in the Diet Book to be kept for the purpose. 

:I do~ ·but there is no Diet Book, but a Diet Sheet. 
. 310. From what data are the Diet Sheets prepared ? From the registers of two medical men, and 

'the others from slips of paper. · . 
. 3ll- Do you prepare a detailed statement of extras issued to the patients, and is it certified by the 

Medical Officers who respectively order the extras ? I do prepare the statement, but it is not certified by 
the Medical Officers, and cl,oes not lie in the wards. 

'B_ij .Ll:lr. Travers.-312. It has been stated before the Commissioners that you are in the habit of 
using dei:ogatory remarks and abusing the new system of female nursing. Is that the case ? I am not in 

'the habit of doing so, but I may have made casual remarks, . 

313. And also, that you have told the men about the place not to obey the Lady Superintendent? 
··That is false. 

314. And when the nurse~ have brought down mattresses to be filled,you have used abusive language? 
-l 1iave not used abusive language, but have remonstrated against the palliasses being brought to me to be 
filled, as I did not consider this to be part of my duty. 

315. 'And further, that you o~itted to supply certain extras ordered by Dr. Butler for a dying patient? 
· I -do ·not. recollect such an occurrence., · 

.(.·. --~: \ V 
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316. It has been stated in evidence that you have placed constant difficulties in the way of the nurses 

obtaining extras, and that scarcely a week passes without their having to apply to Dr. Turnley for a 
repetition of orders previously given by the Honorary Medical Officers. Is that the case? Not as far .~s 
l can remember. 

317. Did you on one occasion when bacon was ordered for a patient send up to ,him four slices quite 
raw? I may have done so, for him to get it cooked when he required it. . 

By tlte Oltairman.--318. Have you been in the habit of sending raw' bacon to the patients? Yes, 
when bacon was ordered I send it raw, unless tl1e nurse has asked me to get it cooked. 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 30, 1876. 

DR. TURNLEY re-examined. 
By tlte Olt~irman.-319. In answer to Question No, 132, wheri asked· was there any superv1s10n 

other· than the Board, in conjunction with the Resident Surgeon, you answered " No, the Board was then 
in the place of the Surgeon-Superintendent, 'and was a very inefficient substitute;" the latter paragraph 
having been added when your evidence was given to you for correction. Will you now state in what par­
ticulars Board management was defective when contrasted with your own? It was defective in this par­
ticular, that the Board really knew nothing at all about the Hospital. I believe that of the Members con-: 
stituting the Board not one-third, I may say not one-fifth of them, were ever in the Hospital more than 
once or twice to see how matters were conducted. 
. By Dr. Ororvtlter.-320. Rule 4 of Regulations, 1860-" 4. The Managers shall annually choose 
from amongst themselves· a Committee of not fewer than three p·ersons, whose duty it shall be to inspect 
the Hospital every week, to exercise a general supervision over it, and to report thereon to the Board o.f 
Management." Do you assert that during the time the Board was in existence the Committee did not act 
in accordance with that Rule? No, they did not. · 

321. "The Board of Management of the General Hospital have much satisfaction in bringing up 
their Report for the year ending 31st December, 1861. During that period, the system adopted by the 
Honorary Medical Officers has worked well, and the utmost confidence has been established in it as.a 
Public Institution. A Committee of the Board visit the Hospital every week, in order to see that the 
Regulations are properly enforced, as well as for other purposes, independently of the Monthly Meetings 
of the Board itself. Thus ample checks are furnished against abuse; and the fact that the Meetings of 
the Board are open to the Press operates, besides, as a. salutary safeguard." (Signed) William Henty, 
John Regan, T. Macdowell, W. Benson, George Salier, C. M. Maxwell, A. Kennerley, Stephen Sheehy, 
R. Officer, Henry Cook, D. Lewis, G. Hutton, A. Kissock" 
Do you say that the statement signed by those gentlemen is incorrect ? As far as the Weekly 
Committee is concerned they_met in this room, they attended to anything that I might lay before them, 
and then went away. As a rule they did not visit the Hospital; and, as a rule, the only member of the 
Weekly Committee who attended even here was the Chairman. 

322. I presume, as you acted in the capacity of Secretary to the Board for a period of 8 years, yoti 
are aware that under Board management there was a Weekly Committee and a Finance Committee 
appointed annually, consisting of three members each, the one to exercise a general supervision over the 
Hospital, the other to examine all accounts and details of expenditure. Paragraph 11, Rules 1860 :­
"No accounts shall be _paid until they have been examined and approved by the Finance Committee, wl10 
shall supervise the Books of Account and report thereon quarterly to the Board of Management." Have 
you as Surgeon Superintendent adopted and carried out any similar system? On the contrary, has not 
this paragraph been expunged from your revised Rules? ·:It was never carried into practice as to the 
,examination of details by the Finance Committee. The only business transacted by that Committee wa.s 
the copying from my reading the Monthly summary of provisions issued, and the adding up the petty 
expenditt1re book, and this business was done, as a rule, entirely by the Chafrman. ' 

323. For what other purpose did Mr. Maxwell, the Chairman of the Committee, attend regularly 
every week at th(! Hospital ? He never did attend weekly. 

By tlte Chairman . ...:...324. You must also be aware that the Board solicited and obtained the appoint­
_ment of Mr. 'William Lovett ( now Colonial Auditor) to review the system of keeping the accc;mnts in the 
·Hospital, and to check the various items of expenditure for the years 1860 and 1861 and to report thereoA; 
and also the Board passed a Resolution that "Every month there shall be laid on the table an Abstract 
of the Expenditure of the Hospital, together with the number of Inmates." And in the Report for 1861. 
appears the following:-" Although the expenditure of ·particular months may vary, by reason of 
certain payments falling in at certain times more than others, the Board sees no difficulty in having this 
Resolution complied with, and it insists on the importance of its being strictly observed. 'If it. be not a 
direct, it will at least be a negative check against extravagance, as each Member of the Board will have 
the opportunity of questioning any item he pleases. Moreover, it would be well that this statement of the 
condition and expenditure o_f the Hospital should be the first business entered upon by the Board at its 
monthly meetings." And as a proof that it had its effect, in the Report for 1862, 8th Paragraph, is 
recorded,-" The negative control, however, ex.ercised by the Boai·d has not been without its good effect; 
and it is satisfactory to know that the cost of Patients for 1862 in the Hospital is a fraction under two 
-shillings per diem, while that of the Invalids at the Brickfields scarcely exceeds one shilling.'' Have you, 
at any time, called in skilled ·assistance to enable you to check the accounts, or have you continued a 
system so wisely initiated ·by the Board in order to ensure administrative· economy'? No, there··has··been. 
no question ever raised with regard to the accounts. · 
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325. In your opinion they have been perfectly satisfactory 7 : Yes. 
326. Are you aware that the Board which you consider "an inefficient substitute" for your own 

supervision was composed of the following persons :-Messrs. Wm. Henty, John Regan, T. M'Dowall, 
W. Benson, George Salier, C. M. Maxwell, Alfred Kennerley, S. Sheehy, Sir Robert Officer, Henry 
Cook, David Lewis,. George Hutton, A. Kissack, with Honorary Medical Officers as ex officio .Advisers 7 
Yes; 

327. You were examined before a Select Committee of the Legislative Council in 1874, in relation to 
Board Management at the General Hospital, and gave the_ following evidence :-

97. You acted in the capacity of Secretary to thll' Board of Management dul'ing its existence? I acted as Sccreta1•y to the 
:Board of Management from Jan. 1860, to Dec. J 873, excepting a period of 3 years I was absent at Launceston. 

98. It had monthly and weekly meetings, had it not? The Boru.'d sat monthly, and there was a Finance Committee and 
a Weekly Committee. 

99. Was the attendance of Members always such as to ensure a quorum? I do not think they missed until latterly; not 
above three meetings in the year. ' · 

100. Were the affairs of the Hospital in your opinion ·administered sati&factorily and economically under the Ilonrd? Satis-
factorily I may say, but at first not economically. 1 

. 101. In whnt particular were they not economical? Excessive stores being ordered from England amounting to a sum 
of £3000. 

102. What items were so expensive? Horsehai1· for the purpose of making bods, which was taken by, other Establishments. 
103. What were the character of the beds in the General Hospital at that time? Some flock and some were straw; it was 

to remedy this by ordering the ho1·sehair from England. 
l 04. Have any alterations of importance been made in the economic arrangements of the General Hospital since the abolition 

of the Boa1·d-if so, state in what particulars? Not appertaining to the Hospital. 

Do you see any reason to modify or vary the opinions there recorded, particularly as to Answer No. 104 7 
No. 

328. In answer to Question No. 120, you stated you had the _verbal authority of the late Colonial 
Secretary for employing an Invalid as groom, and feeding him at the public expense 1 I had the verbal 
authority of the late Colonial Secretary (Mr. Chapman) for the employment of an Invalid or Orphan 
School boy, or both, if needf~l. _ · 

329. As the letter of the 27th April, 1874, containing the terms of your appointment did not 
authorise the use of an Invalid, nor in any way provide ·for his maintenance whilst in your service, 
interrogations have been forwarded upon the subject to the Colonial Secretary's Office, and the Superin-
tendents of the Casca9-es and Brickfields, to which the following replies have been received:- . 

Colonial Secretary's Office, Hobart Town, 23rd December, 1876. 
MD~ . 

No written authority is recorded in this office as having been given to Dr. Turnley to employ an invalid as hlsprivate groom, 
sending him to get his meals at the General Hospital. · 

The Chairman, Royal Commission, General Hospital. 

MEMO. 

B. TRAVERS SOLLY, Assistant Colonial SecrctariJ. 

Royal Commission on General Hospital, 
Hobart Tow11, 27th December, 1876. 

Fon the information of the Royal Commission now sitting, appointed to enquire into the management and condition of the 
Generl)l Hospital, will the Superintendent of the Cascades Jllale Invalid-Depot reply to the following question:-

Has an invalid, at any time, been discharged to enter the service of the Surgeon Supel'intendent 01· nny other person, with the 
-understanding that he was to return daily to the establishment for the purpose of taking his meals; or hns any authority, written 
or verbal, been received to thnt effect? · 

The Superintendent, Male Invalid Depot, Cascades. 
H. E. SMITH, SecretariJ, 

[Similar memo. to tho Superintendent Male Invalid Depot, Brickfields.] 

TH:& two men Easton and Johnson who have entered the service of the Surgeon Superintendent from this Depot claimed their 
discharges being eligible, and were struck off the books ; none have been discharged with the understanding that · they were to 
return for the purpose of having their meals. · 

H. E. S;ux:m, Esq. 

MEMORA~DUM. · 

A. H. BOYD, 
27 Dec,, 1876; 

1st. ONE inmate named Wm. Watson was dischn1•ged from the Drickfields Depot July 10th, 1874, to the General Hospital, 
but whether as a servant to any person J am not in a position to say : •I believe the mnn was employed to act as groom. 
· 2nd. N o·man could be employed from this establil!hment nnd retm·n to take his meals; he would have to be disrharged from 
the Depot by order of the Administrator of Charitable Grants. 

Do you still .adhere to· your former statement ? Yes. 

JNO. WITHRINGTON, Superintendent. 
27. 12. 70. 

330. Your name is affixed to the Report of the General Hospital for 1875, in which the diets arc 
,Tecorded as follows :- · 

Patients . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29,900 
. .Attendants ...••••••.•••••••••..• ·. • . . . • • • • • • 6903 

'Before certifying to these figures as Surgeon Superintendent, did you adopt any means to ascertain their 
-con-ectness 1 No; I must trust to Mr. Seager, for otherwise I should be compelled to go through the 
.vhole of his work. 

331. By a Return* placed before the Commissioners signed by yourself, dated 22nd December, 1876, 
the number of attendants employed at the Hospital in 1875 was 23; is that the case ? Yes. 

• Appendix_E. 
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332. Then· the entry 6903 representing the diets of the attendants is inaccurate, as : it only gives the 

number nearly 19 as fed daily at the General Hospital instead ·of 23, and con~equently the larger item is 
incorrect, the diets .of the 4 extra attendants having been included in that of the patients? I cannot_ say 
without further reference. 

333. Are the four invalid helpers included in the 6903 diets? They are not; 
334. Not being dieted among the attendants, are they dieted as patients, not. being actual patients? 

Yes. _ . · 
By M1·. Travers.-335. Miss Abbott wrote to you on the 4th July last, telling you the gas was 

turned off at the meter at 7 o'clock for the three previous days; do you know by whose order was this 
done? I do not really know, but I think it was done by Mr. Seager's orders. 

MISS ROSAMOND HOLDEN examined .. 

By the Cltairman.-336. Your name is Rosamond Holden, and you are one of. the nurses broug~t 
from Sydney by the Government ? Yes. 

337. How long have you been at the General Hospital? About ele·ven months. 
338. It having been stated in evidence that the House Steward has, on several occasions, given uttep,­

ance to expressions of a harsh and unkind character of and towards the patients, can you give an instance? 
Yes, I ·can.-On one occasion I was'. speaking to Dr. Macfarlane about Malachi Dtirr, and asked if I 
might discontinue the turpentine fomentations, saying that as _he was evidently dying, it was no use putting 
him to pain for nothing,-Mr. Seager broke in and said, "The wretch, I would roast him as long as he 
had any breath." 

By .iv.fr T-ra?Jers.-339. Has the House Ste~ard placed difficulties in your way with regard to your 
obtaining extras ? Occasionally he has. I have known oranges ordered for patients ; the Honse· Steward 
has not supplied them; excusing himself by saying they were not to be had, though I had myself seen 
them the same day in the shop windows. 

MR. SEAGER 1·e-examined. 

By tlte Chafrman.-340. By the Return for December, 1875, supplied to the Colonial Storekeepe1:, 
it appears that the amount of meat issued for full and half rations is 1987. lbs. ; and of bread for full, half, 
and spoon rations, 2609 lbs.,-whilst recorded as extras are meat, 1572 lbs.; bread, 373 lbs. As in the 
nominal return of patients and attendants for the same month, beyond the full, half, and spoon diets) no 
extras are recorded, will you show the Commissioners the data from which these extras are made up? Th~ 
~aily roll of extras, which I produce. 
. 341. From what record do you make the entries in this daily roll of extras? From Registers in 
Wards N os. 3 and 4, and-from slips of paper_ in the other wards, on which the medical officers have writtei;i 
the extras ordered; these extr~fr~are medical comforts. 

342. Can you produce the Registers and slips of paper just referred to? I can produce the Registers 
from 3 and 4 \V ards, but not the slips of paper, which are destroyed immediately after the entry is made. 

343. In how many wards are slips of paper used instead of registers? In eight wards, being all except 
3 and 4 W arcls, a portion of the Female vVard, and some of Dr. Perkins'; and there are no extra sheets 
in any of the wards, corresponding to the registers. 

344. Then practically there is no check on these retui·ns which you· have produced, but they depend 
entirely for their accuracy on your statements·? Yes1 except in 3 and 4 Wards, a portion of the Female 
Ward, and some of Dr. Perkins'. · 

345. In the Daily Roll of Extras is a column headed "Daily. Signature and Certificate," which 
should be signed by the medical officer ordering the extras; is that ever done ? No, it is not. 

By Dr. Ormvtlter.-346. Then in reality a patient might be in the receipt of an excessive amount of 
extras without the medical man being able to check it? 'l'he medical man could not check it, but I could. 

By M1·. J.v.fanley.-347. In the event of the Honorary Medical Officers being absent for two or three 
<lays, and wishing to refer to their "Diet Slips," which have in the mea1:1time been destroyed, what means 
have they of ascertaining the diets? They have none. . , .. 

By Dr. Crowtlter.-348. Is it witI{in your knowledge that Honoraq Medical Officers have been 
-absent for a few days at a time? It is, but I am not aware what arrangements they make. 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 2,. 1877. 
DR. MACFARLANE re-examined. 

By .Mr. Trm.,•c>rs.-349. It has been stated to the Commissioners that yot1 have not co-operated with 
the Nurses, and that you are not particular in the language you have used. Is that the case? I have 
.-always endeavoured to assist the Nurses as far as lay in my power, except when they have o-one in opposi~ 
tion to my wishes before the patients. I cannot remember any instance of my having used strong laiwuao-e 
·to patients more than what the occasion may have justified. The only time I ever recollect beintmo~e 
out of temper than I ever was before, was in defence of one of the lady Nurses in No. 3 Ward, when one 
:of the mile patients was exceedingly insulting. ' 
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350. Why ·did you procur~~ Nurse Br1,1ckley a situation at the New Norfolk :Asylum the da:y after she 
liad been discharged from the General Hospital for misconduct? Had I known that Nurse Brackley -had 
been dismissed by Miss Abbott'for misconduct, I never would have recommended her to Dr. Huston. l 
did not ask Miss Abbott the reason why Nurse Brackley was leaving the Hospital until the appointment 
was obtained at New Norfolk. 

, , B.1/ tlte Cltairman.~351. Have you not thought it your duty since to advise Dr. Husto'!l of her 
having been dismissed from the Hospital, seeing that you obtained the appointment for her? I have not 
advised him, because on consulting Miss Abbott, as far as I remember, we decided to give ,her another 
chance, as the fault was not connected with nursing. . 

JAMES WARE examined. 
By t!te Clt,1,irman.-352. Your name is James Ware,- and· you reside at the Lodge, for which. you 

are allowed fuel, light, and a personal ration? Yes. 
353. You have acted in the capacity of Gate-keeper for so:rne time? Yes, for two years and a half. 
354. Your family lives in the yard adjoining the Old Female Hospital? Yes. 

· 355. Have you any authority for fuel and· light for that residence; if so, produce it? I have no 
written authority, but received a verbal approval from the late Colonial Secretary (Mr. Chapman) for fuel 
and light for that residence. . 

356. When did you receive such verbal autho•rity? When I received my appointment as Gate­
keeper. 
.. 357. Have you, from the time of your appointment up .to tl10 present time, exercised that authority? 
I did not use it until the Nurses came. . 

By ·n,.. Crorvtlter.-358. Why did you not exercise the privilege accorded to .you until the- Nurses 
came ? Because the fuel was not ready at hand for me. • · 

359.-The Commissioners having gone over the premi!leS occupied by the Nurses, found the yard and 
grounds in a very dirty condition. Upon whom does the duty devolve to see that they are in a proper 
state of cleanliness? I cannot answer that question. · · . 

By tlte Cltairman.-360. Has any previous Gate-keeper been allowed other quarters than the Lodge, 
with fuel and light? .Not to my knowledge. 

· 361. Are you in the habit of receiving all messages from persons requiring the attendance of the 
Surgeon Superintendent? Not all messages; anything requiring his medical attendance during my hours 
at the gate I have to report to Dr. Turnley. 

362. Have you any book or record with the names of such persons ; if so, produce it? I have, and 
,produce it. ' ·. 

363. What is the number recorded monthly for the year 1876? You will find it in my visiting book •. 
3'64. Are the numbers accur~tely set forth, as added up each month from 1st January to 31st Decem-

ber, 1876? Yes, they are. I will give you the numbers :- . 
January........................................... 48 
February ••.•.•....•••..•.•••••....••. ·· ••. ~ • • • • . . 54 
March ......... , ................. - ....... ·· .... "'·· . • 35 
April .. ._ ...... ·· . . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42 
May • • . . • • • • • • • • . . . • . . . • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • . • . • • • • • • 41 
June ................ o .... ~ ., , • • • • • • • • .. • • • • • ... • • • • • • 49 
July . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44 
August ................. ~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . .. 66 
September .•• · .••.••••• -~.. • •.• • • • • . . . . • • • • • • . • • . • • • • 53 
October • • • • • • . . . . . . • . • . . • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • . . . 62 
November ............•........ · ...•... ·· ..... ••. • • . . . • . 83 
December ...... ·. • . . . . • • •••...••• ~ •..••.• _. . . . . • • • • 102 

365. Then you have never known from 10 to 30 applications made to you daily? I have known 10, 
-but never as many as 30. 

. By J.11."r. Tmvers.-366. The Commissioners have been informed that you told one of the Nurses that 
she need not exhibit her pass, and when she said that was wrong, you replied Miss Abbott would never 
know it. Is that the case? That is not correct. · 

367. It has been stated that you have acted unfairly towards some of the Nurses, favouring some and 
not others as to the time of their return, that you would report some ancl not others who were late. Is that 
the case? I reported every Nurse who was late that came under my notice. 

368. It is in evidence before the Commissioners, that a child for whom Dr. Crowther prescribed on 
Saturdav, October 14th, 1876, did not get its medicine until the 16th, because you told its brother that it 
was past 11 A,M., and that he was too late? That is untrue.· 

369. Mr. Seals' Evidence. 
. 1!)9, Is it a fact within your knowledge, the day having been Saturday, Octobe!' 14th, ·1876, that a child for whom Dr. Crow-

. tber had prescribed did not obtain its medicine until the following Monday, its-brother not having reached the Hospital until a 
few minutes past 11 A.r.r., and who, upon arrival, was refused admission to the Dispensary by the Gate-keeper, Wore? A pre-. 
scription from Dr. Crowther, dated 14th October,• 1876, having been presented to n;i.e on the 16th, I enquired of the boy why ho 
had ·not got the medicine on Sutm-clay, the 14Lh, He replied .that he came to the gate, and was told by the Gate-keeper that it 
was past 11 A.llI., and that he was too late. I produce the prescription endorsed with my initials, and the following men:io• 
·randum :-"This was brought to the Dispensary on the morning of the 16th Octobe1•, 1876. J. S." 

Can you explain Mr. Seals' answer, as it affects your character so closely? I totally deny the truth of it. 

• Appendix F. 
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W,EDNESI)AY,. JANUARY" 3,. ,1877 . 
. DR. PERKINS· examined;. 

By the Chairman:-370.· Your name is Henry Alleine Perkins, and· you are one of the Honorary 
Medical Officers of Her Majesty's General Hospital? Yes. 

371. How long·hav'e you been so? Since the 8th May, 1876. 
. 372. Have you any Ward or Wards placed specially under your care; if not, under what arrange­

ments do you act? I have portions of Wards placed under my charge, comprising the same total number 
of beds as the other Honorary Medical Officers, · 
. · 373. What is your opinion as to the manner in which the nursing has been performed here since the 
appointment of the Lady' Superintendent and her Staff? It might have been performed better by'a Staff 
of Nurses of the same strength. 
·. 374. Do you not think .the comfort of the patients has been much increased since the introduction of 
female nursing? No, I do not. · ) 
· 375. Do you not think that female nursing has a softening and humanising influence upon the 
patients? · I think it has. · - · · 

376. What opinion have you formed of the pe1·sonnel of the nursing staff as to temper, assiduity, and 
general care of tlrn sick? In some cases nothing is left to be desired; in ·other cases, there have been 
instances of shortness of temper. , I have had complaints of want of food from the patients; nameiy, that 
it was deficient in quantity,' and not properly served. 

By Dr. Ororvther.-377. Does not the dieting of the patient rest with yourself? It does. 
378. Does not the return of extras' ordered by yourself depend more upon the House Steward than 

upon the nurse? I cannot answer that. · 
379. Are there any data, other than the Case-book, within the Ward which will enable the nurse to 

appol'.tion the extras as ordered by yourself?. None_ other but the Case-book. 
. By the Chairman.-380. The~e is no co~·ordinate sheet answering to the Case~book left in the Ward? 
There is not. 

381. Are you of opinion that the Lady Superintendent and nurses have met with cordial co-operati~ii· 
;it the hands of the hospital authorities? I am; bU:t I wish to add that the hospital authorities have not: 
:niet with cordial co-operation on the part of the Lady Superintendent and nurses. . · 
_ _ 382. Could .you give any instances ofthis want of co-operation on the part of the nurses? I ran give 
an instance ; the absence from the wards during a whole day of the lady nurses, without consulting the_~ 
Surgeon ·Superintendent, the Honor3:ry Medical Officers, or the House Surgeon. · ' 
.. 383. Are you aware that the Lady Superintendent entered upon her duties at the General Hospital: 
without· any defined .instructions ? She h_ad no instructions from the Honorary Medical Officers ; I anx 
not aware whether she received any from the Government. · · ' 
; . 384. Assuming that more ward ~ccommodation is needed, what amount would you i:ecommend? 
More ward accommodation is wanted for special cases, such as fever, delirium tremens, and infectious ·cages; 

· 385. Do you think that the present recreation grounds are sufficient for the requirements of the patients? 
.I do. · · 
·. 386. What is your opinion of the·bath accommodation in this Hospital? It is sufficient in itself, but. 
'Should be isolated from the sinks and water-closets. 
_ · · 387. What is the prese~t amount of bath accommodation?. There is a bath to every two wards in th~: 
:main building. . 
· By Dr. Ororother.-388. Do you think the bath and closet accommodation such as should exist· in · 

:any well-regulated Hospital? So far as I have-seen, I do. · 
-· _By the Chairman.-389. In your opinion, can the Hospital be.considered in a satisfactory condition 
,until extensive improvements are made? Yes·; I think it is in a satisfactory condition without extensive 
'-improvements. 

.,.J 

MR. SEAGER re-examined. 

:·. 1 By tlte Chairman.-390. Information having been given by yourself that the "Die_t Slips" of 1875 
-have been destroyed, will you state if you have those from "'hich you have compiled your . Extra Sheet~ 
:for 1876? I have not, except for Wards N os. 3 ancl 4; a portion of the Female Ward, an~ some of Dr; 
'·Perkins.' 

391. Supposing you were called upon' to.show the data upon which you have founded your Extrii. 
.Sheets, ypu would not be in a position-to furnish it? I would not, except for 3 and 4 Wards, a portion of 
· the 'Female Ward, and some of· Dr.-'Per~ins'. • , . -~-
:. , . : ,392 .. In fact a majotj.ty of the wards have Diet Slips instead of Registers, and which have not been 
.:Preserved ? Yes. _ _ . . _ 
~·- ; •/' \ 

.. ·.:·····{·· •. '• ,; l I ,,"; ·j 
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MISS ABBOTT re-examined •. 
By the Ohairman,:...4393 •. It has been stated in-evidence that you, with the lady nurses, were·absent 

from the wards during a whole day without consulting the Surgeon~Superintendent, the honorary Medical 
Officers, or the House Surgeon. Is·tl1~t the case? . I was once absent with three of the lady nurses, but I 
left Miss Rosamond Holden- in charge. . . · 
·. 394, Upon yom; arrival at the General iiospitai were any 1nstructio~s given to you in the matter of 
leaving the Hospital at any· time either on your own behalf or that of the lady nurses 7 None whatever~ 
No. rules were ever given to me eithe1, about myself or the lady nurses. 
_ 395. Do you believe ·the wants of the sick and the requirements of the honorary medical offi.ce1;s have 
always been attended to .dui-ing your own temporary absence 7 Always. · · 
. By .llf1•, Tmvers.-396. Has Dr, Perkins ever complained to you at any time of shortness of temper 
on the part of the nurses ? No. · ·. · · . 
· ·. By 1111·, Wliyte.-3f)7. Has Dr. Perkins ever ·spoken to you of compl~ints made to him by the 
patients of their food being deficient in quantity and not properly served? No; quite the reverse. In 
consequence of Dr.- Perkins ordering too little food for his patients I have had to ask the head nurses to 
draw Dr. Turnley's attention to these cases. 

A P PEN D l X. 

A. 
LETTERS FROM THE · LAPY SUPERINTENDENT. 

DEAR SIR, 
Old Fe7llalo Hospital, 6th ,liarch, 1876_. 

. . IT is now throe weeks since the system of female.nursing commenced, and I quite hope by the end of the month that tho 
Tarious necessary changes will be completed, and that I and the nursing staff may have all the necessary conveniences for keeping 
the patients clean, and the· arrangements for the nurses to attend to their wards with less waste of tiino and st1·ongth. First, the 
stores necessary fo1• the week; soap, candles, &c. to be given out once a week. Second, a medicine chest in each ward. Third, 
cupboard on each floor for the linen and extras, the keys to be kept by the nurse in charge. Fourth, fom· tables f01· the uao of the 
wards for meals. Fifthly, oµ-cloth for the tables, teapots, ladles for soup, tins for tho extms, tins for jointR; lnrgo dclf dishes for 
carving, dressing trays. Sixth, uniform for the patients, white calico shMs, moleskin trousers, blue flannel jumpers, blanket 
ponchos for waiwth, all made at home but the trousers. Seventh, white counterpanes were promised nnd will add so much to 
the cleanliness and appearance of the wards. Eighth, the entil·e charge of the linen for the Hospital to be given over to me; ail 
the patients' clothes will be sent to the wash, mended, &c. Begging your kind and immediate attention to these things, which I 
believe you will agree with me in considering indispensable fo1• the satisfactory w01·king ofthe Hospital. 

Dr, Ti:rRNLRY, 
-·-·----·-

i am, &c. 
(Sighed) FLORENCE ABBOTT, L.S, 

The Ho8]Jital, 13th Marcli1 1876, 
DEAR Dn: TURNLEY, .. 

As you and I are always so occupied at the hours when we meet at the Hospital, may I bring under your notice tho following 
points, which ·r think you will agree with me rieed amendment :-'-The yard adjoining the Female Lock Ward •is most necessary for 
their use for air and exercise,_ and for a d1•ying_ground; while the men may use the verandah as a.workshop, &c., it is impossible 
to prevent conversation, &c. ; and" the girls aro therefore obliged to be locked into their ward. Thel'O ilre so many other places 
which ·could be used by the men for working in, unless the for better plan could be carried out of moving the Female Lock Ward 
to the large room belonging to Mr. Seals' old qua1·ters, which has a small garden,.&c. attached, and the Male Lock Ward would 
be the present female one, Tho present system of permitting patients to send for eatablcs, fish, fruit, eggs, &c., and cooking ·them 
in tlie ward is most objectionable, and must be unnecessary with a varied ilnd libei·al Hospital diet. The present back room used 
for the Sunday Service is extremely close andinconvonient from being the men servants' sleeping room; could there be any_objec­
tion to holding the service in the large ward in the Nurses' Home?. I have fo1ws and benches, and should see that it was kept in 
proper order. Calico can be purchased in quantities from 2d, to 2!d,·a yard, a shroud would only take three yards, surely then 
th"e utter indecency uf the present arrangemen~ might bo ended, as our-needlewoman could make all that are required, and tho 
body could be prepared by the nurse for the coffin in the ward, and those who have no clothes be allowed a shroud for mero 
decency sake. · · · · 

I am, &c. 
J)r, TURNLEY, (Signed) FLORENCE ABBOTT, L.S. 

The Ho8]Jital, 20th March, 1876, 
SIR,. '·, . . . . .. . . . .. . 

THERE is O:ri abliri.dancli of food supplied in the Hospital, bnt the want ·of variety in the form is much to be regretted : could 
not "two or four ounce rolls be supplied for the patients? As the amount of bread which ls wasted on the present system is ·con­
siderable, I venture to suggest that a meeting of the honoraries be called so that a diet list may be arranged. Surely with a cook 
and an assistant in the kitchen it c;mnot be necessary for the nurses to make all the sago and arrowroot, &c. in the wards; it cause., 
extra work and mess, and take_s up time which could be far better employed. · · · 

lJr, TURNLEY, 
I am,&c. 

, (Signed)· FLORENCE ABBOTT, L,S, 

. -Th"d Hospital, 19th Aprii, 1876, 
D:iu.R Dn. TU:ILNLEY, . . . 

I ENCLOSE copies of what I epoke to you a,bout as you desired. The book for personal linen I send as a pattem, an,!l wish for 
two dozen similar ones. The wai•d book (to be made just the same) of these one dozen, one book fol' gate passes, perforated so aa 
to tear off without inconvenience like postage stamps; The wine, brandy; &c. tickets to be gummed ready for the bottles, (about 
:fiTe hundred,) and could we have unifol'm bottles for_the stimulants instead of the old oil bottles we now use 1 

Dr, Tt11t?fLBT, 
I am, &c. 

(Signed) FLORENCE ABBO'I'I'1 L,S. 
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The Hospital, 29th .Apiil, 1876. 

~~ ... 
· _I BEG to bring under your notice two great defects in the Hospital arrangements, ,one is that hot ~ater is l)ot laid on throughout 

flw building, the other is that the lavatories are riot provided wfth sinks_. You are ayrare tl)at the bath-rooms are supplied at presen_t 
with hot water by coppers only, and that there is delay and difficulty in heating and adjusting the temperat11re, and that for common 
and almost hourly use hot water has to be fetched from the kitchen. The lavatories are supplied at present, in the absence of 
13il)ks, with trougha for washing a_nd all _cleansing purposes, and there is no means of disposing of the waste water but down th/l 
closets. I need not press on you that an abundant and ready supply of hot water is absolutely necessary, and under the present 
arrangements the delay .and trouble of getting it often prevents its use. I submit that arrangements should be made as soon as 
·possible to remedy this g-reat inconvenience, and to place the Hospital in these respects in as good a position as every private house; 

I am, &c. 

-Dr. TUltN;LEY, (Signed) FLORENCE ABBOTT7 L.S, 

The Hospital, 5th June, 187_6, 
~I~, . 

I BEG to call your attention to th!) b:Iinds in the women's wards. They are much too torn and old to be mended, and.as 
blinds are necessary, if the material i_s supplied I will see that they are made, and a man must then pnt them up, as· the rollers, &ci. 
:want' adjusting. May I call your attention to the material used in Sydney for all the patients' oeds, pillows, &c., "pulu," it is very 
cheap, very soft, shakes up and does not knot and mat as hair does, Pillows are wanted for nurses and patients, so I should b~ 
glad to have something .decided 011 without d~lay 

Dr, TURNLEY. 

DEAR Dn. TURNLEY,. 

.:C!lm, &c. 
(Signed) FLORENCE ABBOTT, L.S. 

The Hospital, 5th June, 1876. 

As I find difficulties' raised when _anything is required to be done by the men, to save discussion or any disagreeables):· 
th_ought it well to ask you to give a distinct 01·der as to the duties I require of them,:~l!'irst, they empty. the piece and.dirt boxes, 
and bring up the coals.. Second, light the bath fire, bath the patients, and leave the bath~room in order. Thirdly, fill any tick~ 
or cushions which may be required. Fourthly, shake mats and coir matting once a week, and sweep women's yard. Fifthly, to 
assist in .carrying up or down any _patient~. 

JJr, TURNLEY, 

SIR, 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) FLORENCE ABBOTT, L.S. 

The Hospital, 27th June, W76r 

I,HA VE long wis~ed to ask you if it would be possible for ~.e ~o submit to you any requisitioµ .I wish to make, _and if it n:ieets, 
w~th your approval, to have your signature placecl to it at once, so that I may forward it and so save the usually great delay of it 
having to pass through several hands, 

_Trusting this may meet .with your approval. 

_Ih•. TURNLEY, 

DEAR Srn, 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) FLORENCE ABBOTT, L,S, . . ,,. 

The Hospital, _3rd_July_, 1876,-

As so many of the _horsehair mattrasses are quite unfit for use in their present condition, I thought, perhaps, the Tailo_r 
might have time to see to them. The hair requires picking, &c., and many require new ticks. As we are greatly in need.of 
them, may I request your.early attention to this matter. · · · 

I am, &:c. 

·Dr. TURNLEY. .(Si1sned) FLORENCE ABBOTT, L.§, 

.DEAR DR, TU-RNLEY, 
':I'he Hospital, 4th July, 1876, 

THE gas has been turned off at the meter at 7 o'clock for the last three days ; the consequence is, no bread and milk can be 
made, or poultices fo1• the patients. The reason given to you fo1• this change may be, that the gas was found burning one morn­
ing at 8 o'clock; the night-nurse having forgotten to turn it-out. This was a :r:nere accident, and not likely to occur again, and the 
p1·esent w1:1nt of gas is a very serious inconvenience, 

Dr, TURNLEY. 

DEAR DR. TURNLEY, 

I am, &:c. 

(Signed) FLORENCE .ABBOTT, L.S. 

Tho Hospital, 11th August, 187Ci. 

I MUST again call your attention to the state of the water-closets at the back of the Nurses' Home, which require imme.­
~liate repairs. The last time the workmen attended to them, one or two were nearly as bad in a-few days _as they had J;,een pre­
viously, so that they could hardly barn been thoroughly looked to. Might the skylight that wa,s ·blown 9tf in_ the last.stor,tp.rbe 
repaired, as the rain comes in very much? · · 

Dr • . TURNLEX, 

~ 111µ,,&c. 

(Signed) FLORENCE ABBOTT, [.,.8, 

The Hospital, 17th August, 1876. 
SIR, 

I REc:ihvED this morning from yoµ. the letter from Mr. m~xtable with refere;ice to the washing for_ the nursing staff, 13y 
the greatest care and management among the nurses, and in the house, I find it would be imp9ssible for the washing to. be done 
,(at the :Cascades rates fo1· washing) under £80 _a year. I could, of course, give the exact nuni~er 9f ;articles_ required, &c.; but I 
have made a calculation, and find t)le sum to be £80 at the present prices for the articles. · ' 

:Dr, TURNLEY. 

J a~;-&c. 
(Signed) f:LQ_RENCE ABllQTT, L.S. 



The Hospital, 8tl• September, 1876, 
DEAR Sm, _ . . 
, 0Jl'E of my head nurses requiring a bed tick to be filled with straw yesterday, sent it down to Mr. Seager, as usual, but he 
declined to have it done. Will you kindly let me know who I am to ask to fill the bed ticks, as I do not consider it part of the 
nurses' duty ? 

IJr. TURNLEY. 

,DEAR SIR, 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) FLORENCE .ABBOTT, L.S. 

The Hospital, 11th Septembe_r, 1876, 

MIGHT I again call your attention to a skylight which was blown off somo time ago? Nurse Mary, who sleeps in the 
;idjohiing room, has been laid up with a very severe cold; anrl the servant sleeping in the room has a very bad cough. I attri­
b•te both lo the draughts caused by'the broken skylight, and trust it may be looked to as soon as possible. The gas in our 
dining-room ia out of order, and gives such a wretched light we are obliged to burn cantlles. Can this be attendetl to? Black 
'paint is required for marking; will you allow 2lbs. to be orde1•ed ? 

Dr. TURNLEY, 
I am, &c. 

. . (Signed) FLORENCE .ABBOTT, L.s; 

SIR, 
7.'lw Hospital, 25th September, 1876. 

.As I find that we have not a sufficient quantity of pulu, I am writing to ask ·if some more.could be procured; about as much 
more as we have had, I should think, would fill tbe remaining pillows. Perhaps tho· order could bo sent by the steamer which 
!eaves to-morrow, as I should be glad to gefthe pillows done as soon as possible. 

IJr. TURNLEY. 

DEAR SIR, 

I am, &;c, 
(Signed) FLORENCE ABBOTT, L.S. 

The Hospital, 9th October, 1876. 

·- I MUST beg of you to tako steps for the removal of the child from the Female Wards whose mother died last Monday. A 
-Hospital Ward is not a place for an infant, and the time and attention it requires interfere with the nlll'ses' work both day and 
night. I trust the child will be sent elsewhere as soon as possible. 

Dr. TURNLEY. 

MY DEAR SIR, . 

I am, &c •. 
(Signed) FLORENCE .ABBOTT, L.S. 

Tito Hospital, 4th IJecember, 1876. 

IN consequence of the difference which has occurred between Dr:· Perkine and Miss Gordon, (the particulars of which you 
know,) the latter wishes to leave the Hospital at once instead of waiting until her engagement terminates at the em! of'. the year. 
_As llliss Gordon desires to return to Sydney by the 7.'asman, which sails on Tuesday at noon, would you kindly let me know 
_'_Vhether lho Government will accede to her wishes, and cancel her agreement at the earliest hour possible? 

Dr. TURNLEY. 
I am, &c. 

(Signed) FLORENCE ABBOTT, L.S. 

The Hospital; 9th December, 1870. 
MY DE.lR Bin, ' 
. I FIND that as we have got on-very well with the work, I shall not require a needlewoman for the future; but, as the needle­
woman at present does some part of the household work, my housemaid wishes for a'' little increase to her wages (8s. per week 
instead of 6s. as at·present) in consequence of her duties being increased by having to do what the needlewoman h<1s hitherto 
_helped hor in. Even with this increase the Government will be saved rather more than £20 per annum. Will you kindly lot 
me know if this arrangement meets the approval of the Government? 

Dr. TURNLEY. 
I am, &;c. 

(Signed) FLORENCE ABBOTT, L.S. 

The Hospital, 12th IJecember, 1876. 
,DEAR DR. TURNLEY, . . , 

· I AM writing to ask you if the large gate leading into the women's yard can be put to rights ; at present 1t will not shut, and 
comequently we cannot prevent the men and women from talking together, which is undesirable. Also, could wo have the 
ehimneys in the main building swept, as the soot falling is mollt troublesome? 

I am, &e. 
'Dr. TURNLEY. (Signed) FLORENCE ABBOTT, L.B. 

B.-
MR. HUNTER'S .REPORT. 

Colonial &cretary's Office, Stli November, 1876. 

·SrR, · · · d f h G l · ·. I HAVE the honor to request that you will arrange with Dr. Turnl11y, _Surgeon Superm~en ent o t c cnern 
··Hospital, to visit the Institution and consult with him upon the _~everal_subJects enumern~~d m the e~closc<l illemo-
randum and furnish the Government, at as early a date as possible, with a H.eport detmhng your. YJCWS ns to the 
best method of providing for the various requirements specified. 

HENRY HUNTER, Esquire, Macquarie-street. 

-.:MEMORANDUM. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) 

· THE most suitable arrangements for a continuous supply of both hot and cold water. 

THOS. REIBEY. 

The closets in the lock-ward and the necessary alterations. . 
The liest plan for providing for the removal of all night soil, so as to avoid the necessity for emptying tho tubs through tho 

h<Jle in the wan, as at present. 
Provision for the accommodation of the night nurses on the landings. 
Cells for the reception of insa:ne woui~n, or drunken women "'hen inj urcd. 
Oeneral bath accommodation'. . 
Receiving room for patients on admission, with store ~or private c:othes and bath-room. 



33 

Colonial Secretary's Office, Stli November, 1876, 
SrR, • - . ·. . 

I HAVE t.he honor to inform you that I have requested Mr. Henry Hunter to arrange to visit the Hospital, and 
consult with you a,s to the best method of providing for the various requirements specified in the enclo~ed M(:lmg~ 
rand um, a duplicate of which I have forwarded to him, and then to furnish the Government with a 'Report at as 
~~rly a date as possible. ' . : · 

I have,-&c. 
(Signed) -. '.!".HOS. RE.IEE;'¥: 

7'he Surge~n_ Superin{ende~t, General Hospital. · 
[Memorandum enclosed.] 

Hobart Town, 18th November, 1876. 
SIR . . 

'IN compliance with the instructions contained in your communication of the 8th instant, I have the honor to 
report that I visited the General Hospital by appointme11t with Dr. Turnley, who kindly accompanied me over the 
whole Institution, and afforded me every required information. 

The following are replies to the several subjects enumerated in your Memorandum:-

I. The supply of both hot ancJ cold water. This would bP. a large undertaking, and is one of much importance 
to the Institution. As additional buildings are in contemplation, plans•being in course of preparation for t~em, I 
would advise that· the water supply to 'the entire Hospital should be embraced in those additions and alterations, 
instead of spending funqs qpon a temporary provision to the present wards. I refer principally to the supply of 
hot water. In the new buildings 1 shall propose a steam boiler for this pu1·pose, and have wash-house, drying 
chamb_er, &c. in connection therewith. 

2. Closets in the Lock wards.-The present condftion of these· demands immediate attention. The one for the 
Female Division is, or has been, a dry-earth closet, but is .quite unfit for use. I ·recommend it~ immediate repair, or 
the substitution of a new one; and an additional one might be provided" for the nurses' use; to be placed in the small 
room off the ward. For the men there is an old building in the yard, which could be re-shingled, some of the par­
titions dividing the interior at present be remov,ed, and £,,,o or three dry-eai·th closets, of best description, be placed 
therein. AnothPr similar convenience should be in· the Men's Ward; iiistead of the objectionable night-stools at 
presen~ in use there. · · · · 

a. The proper arrangement of earth-closets, with regular supply ot 'dry earth, and to be systematically cleared 
away, say three times a week, would ob_viate the necessity for e1;1ptying-.the t'!-bs; as at present, through the hole in 
the ,vall referred to. I should prefer,, with good and _proper dram age, tl\e y,_a_ter-_closet system to t~e. earth-closets; 
but I recommend the latter_as the least costly and best, under the present circumstances, as thfl prov1swn will be but 
temporary. 

4. Accommodation for the Night Nurses on the landings.-This merely requires a partition, the upper part of 
glass, to. be erected ~cross the landi?g at top of the principal staircase; or, a light folding screen, about 7 feet 
"high, might be provided, so that durmg the day the whole could be thrown open. .I .would suggest a small gas-sto:v:e 
within the enclosure, which, in winter time especially, would be.a great comfort and convenience. . . 

5. Cells for the reception of insane or drunken W omen.-These, I am of opinion, should not form any,: part :of 
another building, but be entirely detached, on account of the great disturbance such patient~ generally create· when 
taken in, and during detention. In the plans for additions some retired spot can be found for such a building, and I 
would not advise that expense should be incurred now in making any further temporary provision _heyoncL'what 
,already _exists. 

6. General Bath accommodation.--This would be in connection with the hot and cold water supply; and is dealt 
with under paragraph 1. I shall propc,se to us~ portable baths for the ward~, to be filled with hot or cold water, 
laid on at some convenient position on euch floor. When complete bath accommodation is provided ·the small rooms 

"off the wards, at present used for hot baths, would be available for nurses' retiring rooms, with windows inserted, · 
enabling the wards to be overlooked therefrom. This would prove, I believe, a useful and convenient,arrangem.erit.; . 

7. Receiving-room and Store for private clothes.-These would als~ be embraced in the new plans, and are, 
indeed, very urgently needed. I propose to include in my plans a receiving room, bath, fumigating-room, and 
clothes store. 

The present lavatory and water-closet accommodation in the main building require considerable and, in my · 
opinion, immediate alteratio,n. The only means the nurses have of drawing c.old water is from taps over the sinks in 
the water-closets, which latter, together with fixed urinals, are in no way screened.off, and may, of cou·rse, be at any 
time occupied. I would suggest the enlargement of the towers, I may call them, containing the water-closets, &c., 
i,o as to separate more completely_ the closets fr~m the wards. I would let ~he la_vatori~s remain _as they are, supply 
them with hot as well as cold water, and fit:up m each a proper "housemaid's smk" for emptymg slops, &c. The 

,closets I should throw further back and screen entirely _off. This would not be a very costly alteration, and it is one 
"which might be made, except as regards the hot water supply, without reference to the- contemplated ge1_1eral add/:­
.tions and improvements. Now that female nurses are engaged, a glance_ at the -present water-closet, urinal, and 
·lavatory arrangements is sufficient to snow the necessity there is for alteration in this -important particular. · ' 

I have, &c. : 

Tlte Hon. the .l..iolonial Se°'cretary. 
(Signed) HEN ~y HUNTER. 



34 

c. 
MR. PREGNELL'S LETTER. 

Sm, 
THE under-mentioned are the different kinds of articles that I have been in the habit of sending to the Hospital 

for the last few months :-2 sheep, and from -10 to 50 lbs. of beef daily: the beef is generally pieces for roasting and 
boiling; a quarter of lamb or 2 or 3 ox tails on Saturdays; corn beef once or twice a week,-once for certain 
every week ; and- on the 6th instant I ~ent about 22 lbs. of corn beet; being rather sllort of fresh beef. 

Pro Jolm Pregnell, 
Mr. c. H. HuxTABLE. ___ CHARLES PREGNELL. 

D. 
RETURNS FROM THE COLONIAL STOREKEEPER: 

Date, 

1876. 
January ••.•••••..••••••••••.•.•. 
February ....••...•••.•.••••.•..•. 
March •.••..••••......•..... · ..... 
April ••••••.•••.•••..••.....••..•. 
May .•••••••••.••.••••••••••••.•. 
June ••••..•••• ;_ ...• , •.•..••••.•• 
July ..••...•••••••.•••.••••.••.•. 
August ••.••.••••...••....••..•.••. 
September .•••.....••...•.•.•••••. 
October .•.•...•..•..•••.•.•• , ••••. 
November .•..••• .- .............. .. 
December ...•.•.•.•••••••....••.•. 

TOTAL ............. . 

Bread. 

lbs. 
2675 
2575 
2914 
2828 
3084 
2768 
3000 
3326 
3309 
3120 
2860 
2900 

35,359 

Meat. 

lbs. 
3395 
3201 
3764 
3485 
3821 
3323 
3179 
3869 
3830 
3923 
3449 
3424 

42,6Ci3 

C.M.-14. 12. 76. 

Tlte Hon. tlte Colonial Treasurer. C. H. HUX'rABLE, Colonial Storekeeper. 

MEMO. 
GENERAL HOSPITAL, HOBART TOWN. 

The Surgeon-Superintendent, the House Steward, the House Surgeon, and the Dispenser receive no Rations. 

The Gate-keeper receives the following· Ration daily :-1 lb. bread, 1 lb. ineat, 1 lb, vegetables, ¼ oz. ten, 
H ozs. sugar, ¾ oz. barley, ~ oz. salt, b pint milk. 

Authority in appointment from the Hon, the Colonial Secretary. 

. Stlt December, 1876. 
C. H. HUXTABLE, Colonial Storelweper • 

E. 
RETURN FROM SURGEON-SUPERINTENDENT. 

1875. 

Number of Wartlsmen, 7; Nurses, 5; Total, .12, 

Gate-keepers-James ·ware, Charles \Villinms. Cook-John Johnson. Assistant Cook-John Shepherd, nn 
-Invalid. Tailor and Barber-William Pilfoed, John Sugrue. Dr. 'l'urnley's Groom-John Easton, an Invalid. 
Other Helpers-William Foot Samuel Bass Invalids. Dispensary Assistant-Isaac Barron. Messenger-Ja mes 
E. Ware. 

Nurses and Warders, 12; Attendants, 11; Total, 23. 

General Hospital, 22 December, 1876, 
GEORGE TURNLEY, Surgeon Superi11te11de~!• 
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F. 

CORRESPONDENCE RES~ECTING NU;RSE LUCY BRACKLEY. 
MEMO. 

WIL:i;. the .Lady Superintendent be good enough to inform me, for the i~formation of the Royal Commission on 
tlie General Hospital, Hobart 'fown, when nurse Brackley was discharged from the General Hospital, ·and for what 
cause? Please furnish her Christian name. . 

. H. E. SMITH, Secretary, 
16th December, 1876. 

MISS ABBOTT, Lady Superintendent, General Hospital, Hobart Tow'lf. 

MEMO. 
. THE Lady Superintendent begs to inform Mr. Smith that "Lucy Brackley" was discharged from her situation 
at the---General Hospital on the 24th of October last, for disobedience in a case which endangered life, untrustworthi• 
ness, dishonesty, and untruthfulness.-Tlte Hospital, Decembei· I6tlt. 

Royal Commission on tlie General Hospital, 
Hobart Town, 18th December, 1876. 

SIR, 
I HA VE the honor, by direction of the Royal Commission on the General Hospital, Hobart Town, to enquire 

the circumstances under whfoh Lucy Brackley, formerly a nurse at the General Hospital; received an appointment 
(on or about the 24th October.last) as Nurse at the Hospital for the Insane, New Norfolk? 
, Will you be good enough to say whether she was recommended to you by any officer of the General Hospital? 

If so, please forward a copy of such recommendation for the information of the Commissioners. 

I have, &c. 

The Surgeon Superintendent, Hospitalfor the Insane, New Noij'olk. 
(Signed) H. E. SMITH, Secretary, 

Hospitalfor tlte Insane, New Norfolk, 19ilt December, 1876. 
SIR, 

I HAVE the honor, in reply to your letter of the 18th instant, to state that Lucy Brackley, who was engaged 
as a Nurse on this Establishment on the 26th October last, was re·commended to me by Dr. Macfarlane, but as I have 
lost or mislaid that gentleman's note, I regret that I am unable to furnish a copy. · 

H. E, SMITH, Esq., Secretary to Royal Commission, 
General Hospital, Hobart Town. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) 

JAMES BARNARD,· 
GOVERNMENT l'.RINTER, TASMANIA. 

G. F. HUSTON. 



HOSPITAL REPORT. 

( In continuation of Paper No. 4.) 

To His Exc'eUency FREDERICK ,A.;r.oYsr;us WEr.p,, EJ.squire1 Companion ef the Most 
Distinguished Order qj ,Sp,int 11fic,1iae_l.' q,~1/, S-ain,t· George, Governor and 
Commander-in-Chief in .. anq, oi.,e,r the Qolony. of -'!'f!-t1ma'f1:ia. 

The humble Memorial of CHARLES SEAGER, Clerk, Steward, and Storekeeper of the General; •if);~pµ;aj11 
Hobart Town.. · 

SJIO.W,E_'.J.'!H,:· ·· 

THAT on the ll th day of December last Your Excellency appointed a Commission to enquire into tli~ 
Keneral con.diti_Qn. in1d m_~nageµie1_1_t 9.f the Gel\eral -~ospital.. . • . • 

That in forwarding the Commission to the Hon. W. L. Ci'owther, M.L.C., the Coloniar Secretary 
req~ested the atten_~ion of thl3. Qol!l_µiisi;iicmers to .. sever:11 .. !>ubj~qts,,qne, of .whiqh,;~a,s ,r.~ :foUQrV.S :."""'"." · 

",2 . . The •reasons·.that·have. induced-the Lady .Superintendent·to.state, .as. setJortli,in her,letter of tile 4th-inst., tllat under·rio. 
cir.cumstances ,would s)li, or the ,I;.ady N_l!!'~e.s,c9n~~µ.t t9,rem!lin tf. the,11er,v/c~s_.of:,th«) p.r.es:ent Hous.e,Steward and:Gateke~p,er a).'e: 
retained in the establishment." · · · •·· 

T~at on th~ 12th J anu?~Y instant. th_e Comiµi~sipn(!rs /ul'Ilish.!!~ their i~epsi:r;t)p _Yp~ ;~.~~~HtlnCJ:, and, 
oil stibJect 2, whwh appear.s Jh the.prect)d~ng'.pllf.~graph,,,repqrttld:a,sJqH~rw.9::~ • · . · 

"We believe that the reasons adduced by the Lady Superintendent are well established and deserve immediate attention. • 
'"·With• •regard· to the ·House Steward and'Gatek~eper the.evidence t\lken exli.ibits a: divlde,d i~te;es~_ e;ls;ing at', tlie ·G~I/,.eral 

Hospital, and shows, plainly. since:tq.e arrival of, the Lady Superintendent .. and. superior:.nw·ses a-gene·r_al.want' of ·co:operatioh' oni 
the part of the former, and of due subordination and respect on the part of the latter.!' · = ·· · · · 

. ,That -qp .to the date.of the public[!.ti.Qn ,of tl;ie.,Report. y9,l).;r)\i~m,9r~al.ist;~.a.s,qµit.e uµ.,aware ,thaJ the 
L.a.~y. S1~ perin ten.derit had, m[!./ie any cqmplain t, ag::J.inst y:c;>;ur )v.I:e~prrij.Ii.st. . . . 

That during the examination of your Memorialist before the said Commission no evidence taken 
against ·him was re~d to.him, nor. 'Y.as _he ;made _acqp::,ii,n~tld. "\Vith-tp.e:~:g_arg~s .. agai,1,1~t hi111,c e)i:cept~_ng, . from 
tl:ie questions.whi9h.we:r.e,p)lqo l:ii.m by Mr. '1;:,.;q:v:ws;. · 

That ,rour Me.mortalist , h.as ,.been .employed, in the. Gene:i:\1-l.Jio~pi,fa.11 f<;m 19. y~ars,,l 7 .. of,:yvlii~l;i .Ji.ave 
been .. in. the. sei:vice Qf tl1e,_ColoniaLG,ov.ernµ;ient,.and: duringJhat:per~9d,~(.ls,aJ~ay;s; perfor,i:i;il3d,1ijs .4.uty.tQ, 
the,.s.atisfo.ction ofthe .head. of, the e~tal;>\i~µmeµt.. · · · 

That since the change in the system of nursing at the Hospital the rela~~y;e, d1,1ties .9f;:t4e,,d_iffez.:el).tl 
officers have never been defined, and the work of your Memorialist has increased to a considerable extent, 
so. much .. so. that :h_is .. daily, .d1;1~ies .no:w .extel).d;:fi:om ~ A.,:\li·: to·: +O f;J'! . .Aw:il).g,. tb,e ,ylw~e.yEJar, 

Your Memorialist would furtlier point out that at no time during hjs;epmi!lat~on.,be,f91:e.,the,said·()9m~; 
mission was he informed that he was on his trial, nor was he asked to produce any evidence as to the 
manner in which he had performed his duties. 

Your -Mem<;n,ialii,t. -w;quJd. respectfully point out that, although the Surgeon-Superintendent attends 
daily at the F(ospital, qn CJnly one occasion, according to the complaints published in the Report of the 
Commission, was any co~plaint made by the Lady Superintendent against your Memorialist. 

Your Memp_rialjst: therefore humbly prays that before the recommendations of the Commission are 
cal'.ried.into. effept,Your .ExceHency will cause further enquiry to be made as to the charges alleged against 
your· Memor1'alis,t, and "that your Memorialist may have an opportunity of answering the same. 

And your M~morialist will ever pray,.,~p •. 
C. SEAGER, 

20 January, 1877. 

. .Sinee :writing the, above, Lhave seen ,the• printed:.e:vidence·of: Miss·.,Rosamond Holden, p. 27, wherein, 
in reference to a certain patient-:Malac!ii Dµ,rr-I a~ rep,orted tq)iave u~eq the.expres,si<;m, "The,wretch, 
I would,;roa:st liiin · as•long .as he had:·any breath/'· ' r much regret to ·say,- in ·the ·fri·ifation' of' 'tl:ie · m'oment, 
I did use some expression of this kind, but not in the man's presence. But I spoke as an ol~ spld,~e.1'.7-"" 
Durr was a traitor : as one of the Military Guard on board the Lacly Franklin he connived.' witlj.' the' 
C(i)n;v-icts:,• and, allowed them to overpower µis .comi·a<;les of:the:'g.uard'anc:Lseiz~ the shjp. " .. 

. : ,.Although,, the,next~witness, after-.,Miss R;i Holdl)n I was, not ask~d,i for· any, !),rplanati<;>n,·. of ·(h'.e, -.a:b'.ove:,_ 
expression. . · · · · · · ' · .. ·- · .. · .. ' 



To Hu Excellency FREDERICK ALOYSIUS WELD, Esqufre, Companion of tlte Jlfost 
DutinguiJlted Order of Saint JWicltael and Saint Ge01·ge, Govm·nor and 
Commander-in-Chief in and oi,t'lr f.Z~e Colony of Tasmania. 

, • . ! .!.'. 

Tl1e Memorial of the undersigned, being the entire Medical Sta:ff _ of the General Hospital, Hobart 
Town; viz.- C-> .:. · - · ·. · ) 

G. W. Turnley, Surgeon-Superintendent for 18 years. 
T. C. Smart, Honorary· Medical Offic.et for 16 years. 
Henry Butler, ditto 15 years. 
R. S. Bright, ditto 17 years. 
H. A. Perkins, ditto 9 months. 
W. H. Macfarlane, House Surgeon 2½ years. 

SHOWETH :r r, •• ,!_ •• 

THAT the Report of the Royal Commission appointed by Your Excellency to enquire into the 
management of the Hospital recommends the removal of Mr. Seager, House Steward and Storekeeper;: 
.from office. 

That Mr. Seager has held that position for a period of 19 years without any complaint or charge being: 
~ade against.him, having previously been Quarter-Master Sergeant of the 12th R~giment. . . . . 

That in 1860 a Board of Management was appointed to manage the Hospital, and that this Board' 
~~s .set aside in 1873. That in 1862, 1863, 1864, 1865, 1867, 1868, 1869, and 1870, Mr. Seager, 
in .conjunction with the other Officers of the Hospital, received the thanks of the Board for his zeal and·' 
efficiency. : 

: · That charges have been made against Mr. Seager before the Commission )Vhich he was allowed no 
opportunity of refuting, nor of defending himself against, nor of calling witnesses in his behalf. · ' 

: That your. Memorialists have had unequalled opportunities of judging ho:w his·· duties have been 
. performed in their daily work at the Hospital as Medical Officers for the periods mentioned after their_· 
names at the beginning of this Memorial. · 

'- . That your Memoi:ialists have always found him at his post,-his day's wo~k ext~nding from 6 A.M. to,. 
10 P.11!.,-faithful and zealous in the discharge of his duty, and always ready to afford them any assistance 
in li~s power. 

· That, from their knowledge of him, and the general oversight which they have had of his work, they· 
know and affirm that he has served the Hospital and Government well and faithfully for 19 years. · 

'· · That your Memorialists cannot· but express their regret that no opportunity was afforded them while_ 
tirider examination by the Commission of recording their knowledge of ·Mr. Seager's long and valuable 
services as an Officer of the Government, although from the lengthened period of observation above · 
referred to they were in a position to .bear valuable testimony to the efficient manner in which his duties 
have always been performed. · · 

. ;....!.~ - . 
And your Memorialists would earnestly solicit that Your Excellency would be pleased to afford Mr. · 

Seager an opportunity of being heard by witnesses or otherwise before action is. taken to carry into effect 
the recommendation of the Commission. · ' 

And your Memorialists will ever pray, &c, 

GEORGE TURNLEY. 
THOS. C. SMART. 
HENRY BUTLER. 
R. S. BRIGHT. 
H •. ALLEINE PERKINS •. ·. 
W. H. MACFARLANE. 

To His ·Excellency FREDERICK ALOYSIUS WELD, Esquire, Companion qf tlte 
11:lost Distinguished Order Qf Saint Michael and Saint George, Governor and 
Commander-in-Chief in and over the Colony qf Tasmania and its Dependencies, 

. ' 

The.humble Memorial of JAMES WARE, Gatekeeper of the General Hospital, Hobart Town. 

S~\)WETH: 
· THAT the Report of the Royal Commissioners appointed by Your Excellency to· enquire into the, 

Management of the Hospital recommends the removal of your Memorialist from Office. That your· 
1'-ffm,orialist has been employed in ·the Hospital for ten years as Wardsman, Messenger, and Gatekeeper· 
respectively. That your Memorialist has always performed his duties to tl1e satisfaction of the. Surgeon-, 
Superint~ndent, no fault having ever been found with him. 
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_ · That your Memorialist was not informed of Miss Abbott's letter'as to his removal~ and did' not have· 

the'charges read to him when before the Commission. . 

As far as your Memorialist knows, no complaint has been made to the Surgeon-Superintendenf by 
the Lady Superintendent as to his conduct. 

. Your Memorialist therefore prays that Your Excellency will cause further enquiries to be made before· 
the·recommen'dation. of the Commissioners is carried into effect. 

And your Memorialist will ever pray .. 
JAMES WARE.1 

General Hospital, Hobart Torvn, 19th January, 1877. 

To His Excellency FREDERICK ALoYsrus WELD, Esquire, Companion of the .11fost_ 
IJistinguished Order ef Saint Michael and Saint George, Governor and 
Commander-in-Chief in and ove1· the Colony ef Tasmania. 

THE Memorial of the undersigned, oeing the entire Medical Staff of the General Hospitai, Hobart 
Town; viz.-

G. W. Turnley, Surgeon~Superintendent for 18 years, 
T. C. Smart, Honorary Medical Officer for 16 years. 
Henry Butler, ditto 15 years. 1 

SHOWETH: 

R. S. Bright, ditto 17 years. 
H. A. Perkins, ditto 9 months, . 
W. H. Macfarlane, House Surgeon, 2½ years. 

• That the Report of the Royal Commission appointed by Your Excellency to enquire into the manage­
ment of the Hospital recommends the removal of James Ware, the Gatekeeper, from office. 

That within our knowledge he has been employed at ·the Hospital as Vf ard_sman, Messeng~r, and 
Gatekeeper successively for 10 years. 

That he has been promoted from one situation to another in consequence of the zealous, faithful,, and 
efficient manner in which his. duties have been discharged. ' 

That your Memorialists, from their daily intercourse with Ware during the periods of their respective 
service as Medical Officers of the Institution, have had ample opportunities of witnessing the manner in 
which his duties have been conducted, and can testify to his invariable assiduity and zeal in the affairs of 
his office,. 

_That charges have been made against Ware before the Commission which he was .allowed no oppor- · 
tunity of refuting, nor of defending himself against, nor of calling witnesses in his behalf. 

That your Memorialists cannot but express their regret that no opportunity was afforded them while 
under examination by the Commission of recording their knowledge of Ware's long and valuable services 
as an officer of the Government, although from the lengthened period of observation, above referred to they 
were in a position to bear valuable testimony to the efficient manner in which his duties have always been 
pe~ormed. 

And your Memorialists wouid earnestly solicit that Your Excellency would be pleased to afford Ware 
an opportunity of being heard by ,witnesses or otherwise before action is taken-to carry into effect the·' 
tecommendations of the Commission, , 

And your Memorialists will ever pray, &c. 

_JAMES BARNARD, fj 
GOVERNMENT PRINTER, TASMANIA, 

GEORGE TURNLEY., 
THOS. C. SMART. 
HENRY BUTLER. 
R. S. BRIGHT.· 
H. ALLEINE PERKINS. 
W •. H., MACFARLANE. 


